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CORRESPONDENCE 



RELATING TO 

CHINA. 


No. 1. 


Viscount Palmerston to Lord Napier. 

Extract. Foreign Office, January 25, 1834. 

I HEREWITH transmit to your Lordship a Commission under the 
Ilo^al Signet and Sign Manual, appointing your Lordship, together with 
William Henry ChicheLy Plowdcn, Esq., and John Francis Davis, Esq., 
to be “ Superintendents of the Trade of British Subjects in China." 

• I also trahsmit to your Lordship His Majesty's general instructions 
hfider the Sign Manual, for the guidance of your Lordship and of your 
colleagues, in the discharge of the duties of the situations above mentioned. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 

Extract from the Royal Commission appointing Lord Napier, Mr. Plowdon, and 
1 Mr. Davis , to be “ Superintendents of the Trade of British Subjects in China" 

Extract. ; December 10, 1833. 

AND in the event of the death of any or any one of you, the said William 
John Lord Napier, William Henry Chicheley Piowden, and John Francis Davis, 
while in the execution of this Our Commission, or of the incapacity, absence 
from the limits to which such Commission extends, or removal from office 
ot.any or any one of you. We do hereby declare Our pleasure to be, and We do 
direct and appoint, that the vacancy so created in the said Commission shall be 
supplied on the spot provisionally, and until Our pleasure can be known, in 
such manner and according to such rules as are, or shall be, in that behalf pre¬ 
scribed in c uch general or further instructions as aforesaid. 

■*#*###* 

And We do hereby straig’utly charge and require you, that, in the execution 
■of this your Commission, you do conform to and observe all such rules and 
regulati- as as are or shall be given to you for your guidance, either in the 
general 1 .structmns under Our Signet and Sign Manual, accon oanying this your 
t>mm : 'sion, or : n such further instructions as shall from tim- ' time, be given 
to you under Our Signet and Sign Manual, or in On- or by Us 

through one of Our Principal Secretaries of St-' 

1 %. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 1. 


etrart 'from the Royal Sign Manual Instructions to the Superinte ndents of^ 

Trade in China. V_ 

.tract. December 31, 1833. 

, I.’ WITH those Our instructions, you will receive a Commission .under 
ar Signet and Sign Manual, constituting and appointing you to be’Super- 
ihtcmknts of the trade of Our subjects to and from the dominions of the ' 
Emperor of China; together with an Order made by Us x^ith the advice of 
Our J’rivy Council, for regulating the said trade, and for the government of 
our subjects within the said dominions; together with a certain other Order, 
fnadc by Us with the advice aforesaid, creating a Court of Justice for the 

a oses therein mentioned ; together also with a certain other Order also 
ii by Us with the advic e aforesaid, imposing duties upon the ships and, 
goods of Our subjects trailing to China, for the purposes therein mentioned : 
—which several Instruments have by Us been issued in pursuance, and in 
exercise of the powers in Us vested l»y a certain Act. of Parliament, made 
and passed in the Third and fourth year of Our Reign ["cap. 00,j intituled 
“ An Act to regulate the .trade, to China and India.” 

2. In execution of the said Commission, y-mi will take up*your residence 
at the Port of Canton, in the dominions of the Emperor of China; and you 
will discharge the several duties confided to you by the said (.'omuiission 
1 and Oulers in Council respectively, at Canton aforesaid, or at any other 
place withjn the river or port of Canton, or at any other place which may 
fol- that purpose be hereafter appointed by Us, and not elsewhere. 

4. And whereas, &c. [here is rented the * first one of the two clauses 
extracted from the Royal Commission; it then proceeds]. Now We do dinert 
and appoint that if any such vacancy should so he created, hv the death, 
resignation, or incapacity, absence or removal, of you, the said William Jolm* 
Lord Napier, the Chief Superintendent, or of the Chief Superintendent, for the 
time being, the same shall he supplied provisionally by you, the said Will,"am 
Ilenry Clneheley Plowden, Esquire, the Second .Superintendent., or by ti. < 
Second Superintendent for the time being : [and so on, providing, in order of 
succession, for supplying, provisionally, vacancies in the offices of .the Second and 
Third Superintendents ; the vacancy ot the Thiid Superintendent, for the times 
being, to be] “ supplied provisionally by the .Secretary to the Superintendents 
for the time being.” [In the event of either Mr. Plowden or Mr. Davis being 
absent from China, on the arrival there of Lord Napier, or of their declining to 
accept the ollices of Second or Third Superintendent, respectively,—iu'sucli 
contingency, the Secretary for the time being was not to enter upon or succeed to 
the vacant office,— but such office or offices, as the case might be, should be held 
provisionally (and until flic Royal pleasure should be madg known) by any such 
person or persons as should for that purpose be selected by Lord Napier, from 
amongst such of the servants of the East India Company as might be resident at 
Canton on the arrival of the Commission at that place], Aifd the persons so to 
be selected by you, the said William John Lord Napier, shall, by you, bo appointed 
to such office or offices, by an instrument or instruments to be by you, for that 
purpose, executed under your hand and seal: and every person so by you, 
the said William John Lord Napier, appointed to be such Second Superintendent 
of Third Superintendent, us aforesaid, upon any such contingency as afore¬ 
said, shall, until further or other provision lie made., by Us. in the premises, 
have, exercise, and enjoy all such and the same rights, powers, and authorities,' 
as if he or they had been appointed by Us,* by name, in and by the said Com¬ 
mission. . o 

Hi. And We do further declare Our pleasure to he, that one of you, the said 
Superintendents, shall be specially charged with the duty of ascertaining 4,y all 
m. practicable ways anil means, anil with the utmost attainable precision, the state 
of the trade carried on between our subjects, or the subjects of aity othcrJoreign 
power, with the inhabitants of China; and especially the number of tq? vessels 
annualljNerrivinff/Tom Our United Kingdom, and from Opr s?ve*al poS'essiorr 
abroad, intl^*' tt '° ' , ® cw ' i rritorics under the Government of the'said Company m 

States; and the tonnage of such vessels, and the 
* them as mariiiers or passen^s; and +*•' 
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amount and nature, and value of the goods from time to time imported in such 
several vessels into China; and of the goods exported thence in such vessels, 
together with the prices current at the port of Canton, of suclr imports and 
exports; together with all material facts, illustrative of the course and nature of 
the said trade; and of the difficulties by which the same may be impeded; and 
of the means which may be taken for the extension, or support thereof; together 
with such information as can he collected, respecting the cultivation of tea, and 
of other articles of export from China; and of the amount of the duties there paid 
upon the importation and exportation of different goods; and respecting the effect 
of any such duties, or of the duties levied under such Order in Council # as aforesaid, 
upon the course of the said trade; with all other statistical information which 
may tend to illustrate or explain the interests of our subjects, and of the subjects 
■or citivens of other foreign nations, as connoctcd with the commercial intercourse 
subsisting between them and the Chinese Empire. And We do direct that all 
such information as aforesaid, shall he exhibited in the form of Tables; which 
Tables shall be transmitted once in each year to Our Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. 

17. And in the discharge of your duties as such Superintendents, as afore¬ 
said, We do require and enjoin you to watch over and protect the interests of 
Our subjects resident at, or resorting to, the Empire of China for the purposes 
of trade; and to afford to them all such advice, information, and assistance, as 
it may be in your power to 1 give, with a view to the safe and successful 
conduct of their commercial transactions ; and, to the utmost of your ability, 
to protect them in the peaceable prosecution of all lawful enterprises in 
which they may be engaged in China; and, by the exertion of your utmost 
influence and authority, to adjust by arbitration, or persuasion, all disputes in 
which any of Our subjects may be there engaged with each other, or with the 
inhabitants of China, or with the subjects or citizens of any Foreign State; 
and to mediate between Our said subjects and the officers of the Chinese 
Government, in order to protect Our subjects aforesaid from all unlawful 
exactions or hindrances, in the prosecution of their commercial undertakings. 

IS. And it is Our further pleasure, that, so often as it may be necessary 
for 1 you, in conducting any such mediation as aforesaid, to prefer any com¬ 
plaint or remonstrance to the officers of the Government of China, you do 
observe all possible ihoderation; and do cautiously abstain from all unne¬ 
cessary use of menacing language; or from making any appeal for protection 
to Our military nr naval forces, unless, in any extreme case, the most evident 
necessity shall require that any such menacing language should be holden, 
or that any such appeal should be made. And We do further command and 
require you, in the general discharge of your duties as such Superintendents, 
to abstain from and avoid all such conduct, language, and demeanour, as 
might needlessly excite jealousy or distrust amongst the inhabitants of 
China, or the officers of the Chinese Government; or as might unnecessarily 
irritate the feelings, or rpyolt the opinions or prejudices of the Chinese people 
or Government; and that you do study by all practicable methods to maintain 
a good and friendly understanding, both with the officers, civil and military, 
and with the inhabitants of China, with whom you may be brought into 
intercourse or communication. 

lit. And We do require you constantly to bear in mind and to impress, as 
occasion rrihy offer, upon Our subjects resident in, or resorting to China, the 
duty of conforming to the laws and usages of the Chinese Empire, so long as 
such laws shall be administered towards you and them with justice arid good 
faith; and in the same manner in which the same are or shall bn administered 
towards the subjects of China, or„,towards the subjects or citizens of otiter 
foreign nations resident in, or resorting to China. 

. 20. And We do further enjoin and require you to transmit to the Governor 
General of the territories under the Government of the East India Company 
in India, duplicate copies, for his information, of all despatches which may by 
you be addressed to Our Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, with 
copies all despatches which you may receive from our said Secretary of 
State. ?And »f, j on any occasion, you should see cause to address despatches 


* ThU Order in Council, d*ici December 9, 1833, vas rescinded 0 " Order in Council, dated 
Sjateh 5 183*. / ‘ 

! -*■ ■ ,R2 
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. ircctly to the said Governor General, We do further direct you to communi¬ 
cate to Our Secretary of State, aforesaid, full copies thereof, and of all 
despatches-which you may receive from the Governor General. All which 
copies it is Our pleasure that you do transmit, as aforesaid, by the first ' 
c onvenient opportunity. 

21. And We do further declare Our pleasure to be, that neither you, the 
said Superintendents, nor any person who may hereafter be a Superintendent, 
under the said Commission, nor the Secretary to the said Commission for the 
time being, nor any other subordinate officer employed by you, or by the 
Superintendents for the time being, in the discharge of the duties confided to 
you, shall engage in trade in China aforesaid ; or act as the factor, broker, or . 
agent, for any person or persons engaged in such trade, on pain of the 
forfeiture by you, or such Secretary or other officer, as aforesaid, -of the • 
office so by you or him holdcn. 


No. 2. 


Viscount Palmerston to Lord Napier. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, January 25, 1834. 

YOUR Lordship’s Instructions, under the Royal Sign Manual, contain 
all that is essentially necessary for your guidance, in the general conduct of 
the superintendence entrusted to your cMrge. But there still remain some 
particular points, upon which I am commanded by His Majesty to convey to 
you, for your information and guidance, the further instructions which you 
will find iu this despatch, and in my othgrs of the same date. 

Your Lordship will announce your arrival at Canton by letter to the 
Viceroy. 

In addition to the duty of protecting and fostering the trade of’His 
Majesty’s subjects with the port of Canton, it will be one of your principal 
objects to ascertain, whether it may not be practicable to extend that trade to 
other parts of the Chinese dominions. And for this end ybu will omit no 
favourable opportunity of encouraging any disposition which you may discover 
in the Chinese authorities, to enter into commercial relations with His 
Majesty's Government. It is obvious that, with a view to the attainment of 
this object, the establishment of direct communications with the Imperial 
Court at l’ekin would be desirable; and you will accordingly direct your 
attention to discover the best means of preparing the way foi* such commu¬ 
nications: bearing constantly in mind, however, that peculiar caution and 
circumspection will be indispensable on this point,/lest you should awaken 
the fears, or offend the prejudices, of the Chinese Government; and thus 
put to hazard even the existing opportunities of intercourse, by a precipitate 
attempt to extend them. In conformity with this caution, you will abstain 
from entering into any new relations or negotiations with the Chinese autho¬ 
rities, except under very urgent and unforeseen circumstances. But if 
any opportunity for such negotiations should appear to you to present itself, 
you will lose no time in reporting the circumstance, to His Majesty’s 
Government, and in asking for instructions; but, previously to the receipt of 
such instructions, yon will adopt no proceedings but such as may have a, 
general tendency to convince the Chinese authorities ef the sincere desire 
of the King to cultivate the most friendly relations with the Emperor of 
China, and to join with Him iu any measures likely td promote theliappiness 
and prosperity of their respective subjects. I have to add, that I dp not 
at present foresee any case in which it could be advisable that you should 
leave Canton to'visit Pekin, or any other parts of China, without having' 
previously obtained the approbation of His Majesty’s Government. £ 

Observing the same prudence and caution which I “have inculcated 
above, you will avail yourself of ever^r opportunity which hfay present ri#tif, 
for ascertaining whStljer it may not be possi|?le to establish coriimercial 
intercourse with ^bman, and with any other of the neighbouring countries: 



sod you will report to this Department, from time to time, the results of your 
observation and inquiries. 

It is understood that a survey of the Chinese coast is much required; 
and your attention should, therefore, be directed to this subject, with a view 
to ascertain the best means, and the probable expense of such an undertaking; 
and you will have the goodness to transmit to ine an early and full report of 
your opinion thereupon. But you will not take any steps for ■commencing 
such a survey, till you receive an authority from hence to do so. Your 
attention should also be directed to the inquiry, whether there be any, and 
what, places at which ships might find requisite protection in the event of 
hostilities, in the China Seas. Upon these points, 1 recommend to your 
attentive consideration the inclosed observations of Captain llorsburgh, the 
correctness of which your Lordship will jnake it your duty to investigate. 

Peculiar caution will be necessary on the part of the Superintendents, 
with regard to such ships as may attempt to explore the coast of China for 
purposes of traffic. It is not desirable that you should cncouragp such 
adventures; hut you must never lose sight of the fact, that you have no 
authojjty to interfere with, or to prevent, them. 

It is generally considered, that the Bocca Tigris, which is marked by a 
fort immediately above Anson’s Bay, forms the limit of the Port of Canton* : 
and as this appears to be the understanding of* the Chinese authorities them¬ 
selves, a notification to that effect has been made to the merchants in this 
country. Your Lordship will, accordingly, conform to that understanding. 

The Master Attendant will have charge of all British ships and crews 
within the Bocca Tigris. 

Your Lordship is aware, that the Chinese authorities have iuvariably 
made a marked distinction between ships of war and merchantmen in 
regard to the privilege of intercourse. It is coutrary to their regulations, th'at 
ships of war should enter that part of the river which lies above the Bocca 
Fort; and you will, therefore, take care to appri/.c the commanders of British 
ships of war, of the desire of Ilis Majesty's Government that these regu¬ 
lations should be strictly observed; and that no British ship of war should 
. pass the Bocca Tigris^ unless an extraordinary occasion should require it to 
ao so* This prohibition extends, of course, to the frigate which is to convey 
your Lordship to your destination; and you will, moreover, understand that 
such frigate is not to remain in the Canton river. 

With respect to questions of law, the Order in Council appears to give 
you ample instructions; but I have to apprize your Lordship, that, although 
it has been deemed advisable at once to constitute a Court of Justice, yet, it is 
Ilia Majesty’s pleasure that you should not, unless in case of absolute 
necessity, commence any proceedings under such Order in Council* until 
you have taLcn the whole subject into your most Serious consideration. And 

J ou will, in the mean while, fully report to me, for the information of His 
lajesty V Government, the result of your deliberations upon this most 
important branch of your duties. 

It may hardly be necessary for me to add, that, if you should be com- 

S elled to have recourse to the unpleasant duty of ordering the arrest of any 
iritish subject for irregularity of conduct, you will take care to issue for that 
purpose a formal warrant under your hand and seal. 

* I have, See., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 




• T3y an Instruction to Sir G. B. Robinson, dated May 28, 183C, the limits of the jurisdiction of 
, the SuperintenjUrt8 were extended,/© as to include Lintin and Macao. 
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No. 3. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Napier. 

Extract. Foreign Office, January 25,. 1834. 

YOUR Lordship is aware that the gentlemen whom His Majesty has been 
pleased to associate with you in your Commission, are the senior Supraeargoes 
of the East India Company’s service. It is possible that Mr. Plowden and 
Mr. Davis may decline the oflicc thus conferred upon them; but in such case, 
as it is considered desirable that you should be assisted by officers having had 
experience in China, it is the intention of His Majesty’s Government that the 
office or offices so declined, as well as the office of Secretary, shall be offered to. 
other gentlemen of the Company’s, factory, in the manner which will be pointed 
out to you in a separate instruction. The officers however, who, ui^ar the 
circumstances supposed, may accept the situations which you may offer to 
them, must understand that those situations are only conferred upon them 
provisionally, and until llis Majesty’s pleasure can be taken. 


No. 4. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Napier. 

Extract. Foreign Office, March 7, 1834. 

I HAVE to inform your Lordship that it has been deemed expedient, with 
a view to the advantage of the mercantile community, that His Majesty’s Order 
in Council dated the 9th of December, 1833, imposing certain duties upon the 
tonnage and goods of His Majesty’s subjects trading to the Port of Canton, for 
the support of the establishment of the Superintendents at that port, should .be 
revoked ; and the necessary steps are accordingly now in progress for rescinding 
the said Order in Council. 


No. 5. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord NapiA. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, March 8, 183.4. 

WITH reference to my despatch, I herewith inclose for your inform 
ination and guidance, a copy of the Order of His Majesty in. Council; 
bearing date the 5th instant, revoking the previous Order in Council of the 
9th of December, 1833, whereby certain duties were imposed'-on British ships, 
and goods on hoard thereof, trading to the Port of Canton. 

I luivp Src 

(Signed) ’ PALMERSTON. 
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No. r>. 


Lord Napier to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 31, 1835.) 

My Lord, Canton, Auyust 9, 183d, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship of the arrival of His 
Majesty’s ship Andromache , in Macao Roads, on the 15th of July last; from 
whence I landed, on the afternoon of the sitme day, at the city of Macao, under 
a salute from the Portuguese forts. 

Here I had the pleasure of finding the Select Committee and Supra- 
cargoes of the late Establisment of the Honourable the East India Company, to 
whom I communicated the contents of IliS Majesty’s Commission, and the 
other documents supplied to me by His Majesty’s Government. 

On the 17th, I received a communication from John Francis Davis, ICsq., 
in the absence of Mr. Plowdcn, accepting the situation of Second Superinten¬ 
dent, from Sir G. Rest Itolynson, Dart., accepting the situation of Third 
Superintendent, and from John Harvey Astell, Esq., that of Secretary to the 
Superintendents, according to the terms of His Majesty’s Commission ami 
General Instructions. 

On the 19th, Commissions were granted hy the Superintendents to Mr. 
Astell, as Secretary and Treasurer,—to the Ucv. Dr. Morrison, as Chinese Se¬ 
cretary and Interpreter,—to Captain C. Elliot, R.N., as Master Attendant,— 
jjlr. Colledge, as Surgeon,—and Mr. Anderson, as Assistant Surgeon, according 
to JI is Majesty’s Instruction No. 3. 

t The .Superintendents being so constituted with their Assistants, copies of 
Instructions from His Majesty ’s Government were supplied to each, and duly 
read over and discussed; after which I laid before the meeting a letter from the 
Right Honourable Charles Grant, of the date of London, 18tli February, 
acquainting me that Iljs Majesty’s Government had resolved to relinquish the 
duties oil goods and tonnage, and that the expense of the establishment would 
.be borne, onc-tfiird by India, and two-thirds by Great Britain. It may be here 
agreeable to stale, that several vessels having sailed from the river of Canton 
to England, between the 22nd April and the date hereof, with cargoes of tea, 
notice had been received from the merchants of their willingness to pay up 
the duties if required so to do. In consequence of Mr. Grant’s letter, 'the 
.Superintendents were unanimously of opinion, that it was no longer necessary 
to carry into effect any steps for the recovery of the same. 

. A letter, was this day addressed to Captain Chads, of Itis Majesty’s ship 
Andromache , requesting ^mn to send the usual surveying officers on hoard 
the cutter belonging to the Honourable the East India Company, to meet there 
competent persons*to be appointed by the agents of the Company, to make a 
survey of the hull, rigging, equipment, and spare stores of the said cutter, with 
the view of purchasing her for tlve use of His Majesty’s Government; copy of 
which repqrt made by the King’s officers, and that by the servants of the 
East India Company, will be found in the copy of proceedings herewith 
annexed. • 

• (Jn the 23rd, the Superintendents embarked on board of His Majesty’s 
ship Andromache, arid proceeded to the anchorage at Clmcn-pce, below the 
forts at the Bocca Tigris, wherg she* anchored at midnight; next morning, a 
Chinese war junk weighed, anil came to an anchor near Ilis Majesty’s ship, 
firing a salute of three guns, which was returned hy an equal number. 

At noon, the Superintendents left His Majesty’s ship under a salute of 13 
guns, and proceeded on board tbe cutter on their way to Canton, where they • 
arrived at 2 o’clock on the morning of the 25th. 

On the 26£li, a copy of the. King’s Commission to the Superintendents was 
supplied to thd editotof the Clinton Register, to be printed and circulated by 
him as a notification to the trade in general. 
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In obedience to His Majesty’s commands, conveyed to me by your Lord¬ 
ship, of the date of the 25th January last', desiring me to announce my arrival 
at Canton by letter to the Viceroy, a letter, a copy of which is inclosed, was 
addressed to his Excellency the Viceroy, which, being rendered into Chinese by 
the Rev, Dr. Morrison, the Chinese Secretary and Interpreter, was carried to 
the City gates by Mr. Astell, accompanied by a deputation of gentlemen from 
the establishment. 

It may be here stated, that during the interval employed in translating my 
letter, the Hong merchants, Howqua and Mowqua, arrived with the copy 'of an 
Edict, addressed by the Viceroy to themselves, for the purpose of being enjoined 
on the Superintendents by their body. Long experience having already proved 
to the servants of the East India Company the utter futility of such a medium 
of communication, and the compliance therewith only tending to degrade Hia 
Majesty’s Commission and the British public in general, in the estimation 
of the Chinese people, and to render the exertions of the Superintendents to 
perform their various duties altogether ineffectual, the Hong merchants were 
courteously dismissed with an intimation, “That I would communicate imme¬ 
diately with the Viceroy in the manner befitting His Majesty’s Commission and 
the honour of the British nation.” 

Mr. Astell was, therefore, instructed to deliver my letter to a Mandarin, 
and to avoid any communication through the Hong merchants, which might 
afterwards be represented as an official communication and a precedent on all 
other occasions. 

On the arrival of the party at the City gates, the soldier on guard was 
dispatched to report the circumstance to his superior. In less than a quarter 
of an hour a Mandarin of inferior rank appeared; whereupon Mr. Astell offered 
my letter for transmission to the Viceroy, which duty this officer declined; 
adding, that his superior was on his way to the spot. 

In the course of an hour several Mandarins, of nearly equal rank, arrived 1 
in succession; each refusing to deliver the letter, on the plea that “higher 
officers would shortly attend.” 

After an hour’s delay, during which time the party were treated with much 
indignity, not unusual on such occasions, the Linguists and Hong merchants 
arrived, who entreated to become the bearers of the letter to the Viceroyi 

About this time a Mandarin, of rank higher than any of those who. had 
preceded him, joined the party, to whom the letter was in due form offered; 
and as formally refused. 

The Mandarinshaving seen the superscription on the letter, argued, “ that 
as it came from the Superintendent of Trade the Hong merchants were 
the proper channel of communicationbut this obstacle appeared of minor 
importance in their eyes, upon ascertaining that the document was styled a 
Let In and not a Petition. 

The Linguists requested to be allowed a copy of the address, which was 
of course refused. ^ 

About this time the Kwang-Heep, a military officer of considerable rank, 
accompanied by an officer, a little inferior to himself, arrived on the spot; to 
whom the letter was offered three several times, and as often refused. The 
senior Hong merchant, Howqua, after a private conversation with the Kwang- 
Heep, requested to be allowed to carry the letter in company with the Kwang- 
Heep, and ascertain whether it would be received. 

This being considered as an insidious attempt to circumvent the directions 
of the Superintendents, a negative was made to this and oilier overtures ol q 
similar tendency. 

Suddenly all the Mandarins took thei$ departure, for the purpose, as it was 
afterwards ascertained, of consulting with the Viceroy. 

Nearly three hours having been thus lost within the city, Mr. Astell 
determined to wait a reasonable time for the return of the Mandarins, who 
shortly afterwards re-asscmblcd ; whereupon Mr. Astell respectfully offered the 
letter in question three separate times to the Kwang-Heep, and afterwards to the 
other Mandarins, all of whom distinctly refused even to touch it; upon which 
Mr. Astell and his party returned to the factory., 
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Next day,' the 27th, the Hong merchants waited in a body on tlie Super¬ 
intendents; and after a long desultory conversation, marked on their pari 
py cunning and duplicity, Howqua at length proposed that a new address should ’ 
be affixed to my letter; in. the first placed substituting the word Petition for, 
that of teller; atid, secondly, making a trilling alteration in the designation of 
the Viceroy: the first of these was of course firmly rejected; the second, being a 
matter of courtesy, was willingly complied with; and Howqua haying dictated a 
copy 6f the same for the approval of the Viceroy,, look his departure with, 
a promise of returning next day with a reply. 

On the moiling of the 28th, a ticket was addressed to me by Howqua, 
announcing *bis intention of coming to me at one o’clock. It may bo here , 
proper to state, that, although Howqua had already seen the Chinese character 
‘used by Dr. Morrison, to represent my name* on this occasion he was pleased to 
use another one, not of the most courtly description, expressing and signifying 
the sense of “Laboriously Vile.” Ou being requested to explain the reason 
for such a gratuitous insult, being already in possession of my name, lip artfully 
avoided all explanation beyond the fact of his. having been “ so instructed by 
the pilot.** 

, At the appointed hour, the flung merchants arrived; and Howqua alone, 
beiug admitted stilted that my letter would not be received, unless, it was . 
superscribed as a Petition. 'JliLs being refused, llowqua, was dismissed 
accordingly. 

It may also be here remarked, as evidence of the hostile disposition of the 
Government, that, every petty annoyance has been ofi’ered since the arrival uf. ; 
His Majesty's Commission in Canton; such as wantonly breaking open my,, 
baggage-chests by the officers of the Custom.-House, while the keys, were 
within their reach, a circumstance hitherto unprecedented; by recalling the* 
Chinese boat-men employed by the Europeans on the river.; and by intiiuiibiting 
the compradores, or purveyors, belonging,to the agents of the East India 
Company, so as to cause them to desert the service. , . , 

On the 31st, Howqua and Mywqua waited on the. Superintendents, to 
deliver the copy of an Order, transmitted through their body, to be enjoined by 
them on the .Superintendents for their observance; which was of course refused. 

Ilovvqua‘then asked the jiaturc of my instructions; on which ho was informed, 

“ that "whenever the Viceroy was pleased to receive my letter, he would he made 
Qilly aware of the contents thereof.” 

J had no further communication with the Hong merchants until the 8th 
instant, when Howqua and Mowqua paid a visit to the Superintendents, the 
pretended object of which, was to endeavour to persuade me to return to 
Macao,‘as being the more agreeable residence during the hot weather. 

It may be here proper to explain to your Lordship, that, from private 
information on which I have the most perfect reliance, I am assured that up to 
this .date no report, even of iny expected arrival, or of the change of circum¬ 
stances connected with tht trade, has ever been forwarded by the Viceroy to 
tlie Court at Pekin. At the same time, I have reason to believe that the 
Emperor has been partially made acquainted with the circumstance through 
other* channels. 

The Viceroy, thus finding himself in a dilemma, on hearing of my arrival 
at Macao, dispatched Howqua and Mowqua thither by the inner channel (a 
branch of the river) with ail order to prevent my proceeding to Canton. 

.•Previously to their arrival we had embarked in tlie Andromache, as before 
stated; on which the Hong merchants returned with all expedition to Canton. 

The Viceroy then dispatched the Jvwang-Hcep, or Military Aidc-de-Camp, 
by tlie river, to meet us on our prijgresfc, with the view of inducing me to return 
to Macao. This message.also miscarried like tlie former. 

The Viceroy, continuing to refuse the acceptance of my letter, is thus at a 
loss for information on the nature and object of my instructions; and conse¬ 
quently has not the means of making his report to the Emperor: thus is he 
desirous of persuading me to return to Macao, in order that, when once there, 
he may have an ^opportunity of recommencing the ceremony of arriving and 
reporting, or pcfhajgs of issuing an order to me to remain there altogether. 
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Having so Jar the advantage, it shall lie my duty to hold on for the purpose 
of forcing .him in time to receive my T.rltcr, and not my Petition; tor 
which he fmist yield before he can transmit an authentic official report to bis*. 
own Government: although perhaps he may he enabled to supply the deficiency 
to a certain extent, from information gathered by his emissaries among the 
.British .merchants. 

My great object is to open and maintain a direct personal communication 
•with the Viceroy ; so that 1 may be enabled to get redress from him in all 
commercial grievances connected with the Hong merchants, or on criminal 
proceedings connected with the duties of the Kwang-Chow-Foo, or Criminal 
Juduc, instead of leaving myself at the mercy of those I long merchants who, 
in fact, exercise unofficial powers .whatever, andean never be depended upon, 
for the transmission of complaints to the different heads of departments when 
circumstances require. 

1 have reason to believe that 1 lis Majesty’s subjects here have several 
causes of complaint, i forbear (o trouble your Lordship with these at present, 
as long as a chance exists, within a moderate time, of laving the same before the 
Viceroy, for his consideration and redress. In the mean time, f shall endeavour 
to maintain harmony between all parties. 

There are some other ponds connected with the medical establishment : the 
more efficient duties of the Master-Attendant ; improvement of the navigation, by 
completing the survey of the China seas; and the accommodation eventually to 
he occupied by the Superintendents and their Assistants, which, on further 
experience, I shall have the honour of reporting to your Lordship in a more 
specific manner than I am yet prepared to do. 

. Having now clearly explained to your Lordship the position in which I 
stand, in respect to the Viceroy, up to the date hereof, (!Uh August, l-Sdl; I beg 
to acquaint your Lordship that all these measures have received the lull 
concurrence and support of my two Colleagues. 

Endeavouring also always to hear in mind the nature and spirit of Hit. 
Majesty's instructions, regulating my conduct towards the Chinese authorities, 
ami enjoining respect to the laws of the Empire, 1 conceive, in adopting the 
line so approved, and which lias given entire satisfaction to His Majesty’s 
faithful subjects at this port, that 1 have, in fact, adhered most strictly to those 
instructions, without compromising the honour of I lis Majesty’s Comnfission, 
and without relinquishing that right or practice which has been so often exercised, 
in times past by the President of the Select Committee, of enjoying direct com¬ 
munication with the Viceroy, whenever circumstances might render such 
communication necessary or desirable. 

1 have, <fte., 

(Signed) NAPIER, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure in No. C. 

Lord Napier to the Governor of Canton . 

0 " 
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IN pursuance of orders from my most gracious Sovereign, William IV., 
Kiug of Great Britain and Ireland, I have the honour of notifying to your 
Excellency my arrival at the city of Canton, •bjeariug a Royal Commission con¬ 
stituting and appointing me Chief Superintendent < of British Trade to the 
dominions of Ilis Imperial Majesty the Emperpr of China. By this Commis¬ 
sion are associated with me, John Francis Davis, Esq., and Sir George Best 
Robinson, Bart., late of the Honourable East India Coinpany(s Factory at this 
place. 

The object of the said Royal Commission is to empower* v§, His Majesty’s 
Superintendents, to protect and promote the .British trade, which, from the 
boundless extent of His Majesty’s dominions, will hear the traffic of the four 



11 

* • 

quaitcis of till' world t i the shores of tin* Emperor of China, tin- exclusive 
pinileges ami trade hithci to enjoyed by 1 lit- Hmimuabh* Ivts^lubia ( 
hi moiehnnts having ci a-wd ,m<i determined, bv tin* will and jhiwi r of His 
Mujcstv thi' Kins; and tin* I’arliumeiit nl (Jiral Britain. * 

i Iraw also tin* honour of ;um juan 1 1»n*_;■ vonr Iv.ei-llencx, 1 hat Ills M.i|rs|v, 
mv most gracious Soxeivign. lias born pleased in m\rsi me with poweis, 
politic il and |iidinal. In br exercised according la circumstances.' 

At present, I will oidv In 1 1hi r n ipirsi that vmir I'.xerllencv will grant me, 
will) :n\ rnlli.si^iirs, t In- Iminnir of a pi-r-on.il inten irw , w lien il will In' mv dul x 
to explain more tullv lo vmir Kxrrlirnrv tlir nalurr m llu 1 rlian^rs w Inch liavr 
takru place, and upon winch mir pse-.cnt dulic*- and iii'-lnictions have brni 
founded. 

Ailow nm loronvrv, through vmir Kxccllcnex, In lbs linpmal .Ma|esiv, 
the blah consult ration ol' i iis Map-six the Kin:;, ni\ m.nirr; .ind with the 
utmost re-poet I'm vonr Exeelhncx, allow mr (o subscribe mxsel! vmir 
Excellence's very faithful and obrdirul srivan!, 

(Signed) NAI’I ICR, 

('hiii Siiju'.'inlrmfrnl. 


No. 7. 


l.onl \ 7 a pier In 1 isCitu.il l , iilnn'isl:in. -{llrrcin <1 .luimnri/ HI, IS.'l.i.) 

Mv dear Lord, ('union, Aujittl 1-1, IN.'S b 

MV puldir Despatch, address, d lo your Iship, gives an uutliin: of 

Kllaiis up to tiir Dili iiislant, chielix iclaling to xvliat has passed on the sub¬ 
ject ol' r nmmnu alum with the \ imox. The Mmn/lrs not Inning sailed to 
■ In r I aim, I am desii ous ol supplyim; the 1.ties! inionnat mil; and il anythin;; 
trans ires subsequent to this date, and prior lo her deparliue, 1 will add it as 
a Posiseript. 

I giay line state, that which has been omitted in the Despatch, that on 
the did insiuiit 1 had a letter Irnm ('upturn Chads of the Anilronmrhe, at 
Cilia n p"e, st;Uin.; ‘‘that the Chinese Vdniiral had threatened lo tire into our 
• rulin' il she attempt. d to pass up and down the river as heretolore; and that, 
he hod assured t..r Admiral it he did so, the insult would he lesenled.’’ A 
siind.il cm im u. beat hiii having l>< en made by the 1 1 o >)l* mei chants to one ol the 
Ibitisji mi-iehauts about tin- same time, m respect. to Ins schooner passim; 
and u p.issimr, I thought, perhaps, on tin: Anilrninnrlir's depaiti.re some \ io- 
leliee nm;iit oiriir; and, t tier, lore, b\ way ot si i cngl lulling mv own hands, 
I requested Captain Chads, on his pulling to sea, lo cruise outside theislHiids 
fm»a week, and tlnm resume his anchor ,1 ;e at Chuenqiee, without eommumeat- 
•ing at mother place. In the mean lime, 1 would be enabled lo judge ol their 
intentions. The .jndrnmnchr hdt Macao Roads three or tour days ago, and 
of cour-.e has not vet reiurmd. 

’ l )u the evening of the I Olh instant, it came to my knowledge t hat a requisi¬ 
tion limn 11n* I lunar merchants had been issued that day lo I lie lb itish mere ha tils, 
calling uumi them lo attend a meeting* nl tin- llongat the Cnnsuu House, as 
next d iv, at one o’clock. Tuis appealing to me rather a novel and nnprcce- 
tlciiic<J measure, I 'immcdiatelv called a general meeting of all British inhabit¬ 
ants, to be held at the hall ol Tin- Superintendents at hall past ten; in order to 
de.ibnate on the proprii ty and tile qoiisetpienees of attending such a meeting. 
Mr. Davis and myself addressed the meeting, deprecating such an attendance 
as that (tiDpos* d ; aud*a draft of the letter to the Hong merchants, being 
proposed and re id. was oarruyl uminimously with some, verbal alterations. 

'I’lm object of the !long* merchants was evidently to create a schism 
.mnoim the lbilUh, in order to set up one party against, the Suptrintendents, 
with tlii‘ view of foiciug me to retire by threatening to slop the trade. In 
this, however,jdwv made a decided failme; and their meeting not. having taken 
place, they iuduMed* all the late Edicts refused by me, to the three principal 
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inorchanls, Jardino and Co., Dent and (Jo., a'nd sTamjee Munrhnjec, the 
head <>l 1 he, 1‘arsci s, d< stung them to enjoin the Edicts upon me: a duty 
with whieh, of course, they at once refused to comply. I have, however, 
acquired privali |y copies ol tlu se documents. They alldrd a stroll^ example 
of the waul of authority, and the weakness of the Government. Uut there 
is also l.o he gleaned mlormation on one point connected with my instruc¬ 
tions, which, I think, plainly demonstrates that thcie is no “ disposition on 
the part ol the < ’liincsc anthontu s to enter into comincicial relations with 
His Majesty s (ioveriiincnt.’ . Vide third paiagiaph of your Lordship’s 
Despatch ol January -Eitli, IS-'il.) , 

Non , my Lord, I cannot help thinking-that by a careful perusal of this 
paragraph, you will find that I am v in tin lust place, instructed to “ asce rtain, 
I tow far it may be practicable to extend the trade;’’ but I am only to do so 
by “encouraging certain dispositions which may he discovcrid." (the dis¬ 
position discovcicd by the Ldiets is not vciy encouraging’; and, “in ease of 
putting to ha/.aid the cm>Iiii;' opjiortumtics of inleieouisc, I am not to enter 
into any m noliations with the ( hint se authoi itit s; hut if an opportunity ol 
a negotiation should appear, 1 am to lose no time in reporting thesaiheto Ills 
Majesty s Com rnmeiit in doing which I must lose at h ast ten months, and, 
perhaps, the oppoitunitv of cUeeling »nnl, forever. 

Now, my l.oid, I would meielv ask, and » do so m the most n sportful 
mannei possible, and without the .slightest tiding ol disii spot t to IJis Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government, and as little towards your l.oidship, if that paragraph 
does not instinct me to do one tiling, a w ry mateiial lliiiig, and then depiives 
me of the means of doing it Suppose, now, the V iceroy relents, ami admits 
me to a conference, and I may haw an opportunity of impiov ing our lomnier- 
eial lel.ilions at this port, by urging any claim or playing the removal of any 
diflicnltv, 1 am “ not to negotiate without first reporting to His Majesty’s (!y- 
vernnient." I cannot help thinking that the whole of this paragraph has been 
framed without a just consideration of the uni stale of feeling of the Chinese 
and their authoi itics, and without due id'ciinco to tin histoiy of past times. 
When was ij (M'lkm.wn, within the last century, that the Chim se authorities 
cuium I it (/is/xisitinn to eiicoiil age toreign. trade! Oil the. cunt vary, all the pri¬ 
vileges formeily enjoyed I>y the Ihitish have been icnrtaih d from time to 
linn, till we arc at this moment tied down under dreadful lc,strict ions to the 
mere port of Canton. ()ur commerce has, no doubt, wonderfully increased; 
but not through the disposition of the authorities, but through the enterprizc 
of our im rchunlK and seamen, and the great desire of the people to ohtain 
our manufaetuies, and participate m the general advantages of trade. 

The house ol every Chinaman in these extensile subuibs, is a .shop of 
one sort or another. Every man is constantly at work; nobody seen loitering 
about and idle; and, in fact, t very man is a merchant; yet, does one of these 
same Kdiets speak of the “ petty affairs of commerce,”—as if comim ice were a 
matter of no concern in the empire! This is, indeed, an argument they have 
used on occasions, times without number; and having Ion if acted on the prin¬ 
ciple, it is quite impossible to suppose they w ill ever show any desire to join 
with Ills Majesty, “ in measures likely to promote the happiness and -pros¬ 
perity of the two kingdoms.” The Chinese authoi itics pretend to spurn at 
the idea of our gracious King’s desire ot “cultivating friendly-relations for 
the common good of both people.’’ “ England hasher laws,” says the Edict,— 
“ How much more, the. Celestial Empire,--how flaming bright—niorc t teTiiblu 
than awful thunderbolts!! !” # 

Notw ithstanding that there are forty thousand # men in garrison at 
Canton continually, four Edicts have bcen-let oil' against me, for landing 
without a red chop, or permit. I have been ordered off; amj entreated 
to depart; yet with all this, and the forty thousand men, and the flaming 
bright laws, and tenible thunderbolts, they have not yet takym me and sent 
me down the river. Suppose a Chinaman, or any other man, were to land 
umU r similar circumstances at Whitehall, your Lordship would not allow him 
to “ loiter," as they have permitted me. Looking, now, at klye utter imbecility 
of the Government, and the favourable disposition of tb? people, I cannot for 
one moment Mipposc, that, in treating with such a nation, Ills Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment will be ruled by the ordinary forms prescribed among civilized 



people. Under these circumstances 1 ted conscious, th.it yum Lordship wfll 
expunge that paragraph, which, according to my reading, can never lie acted 
upon. • 

Your Lordship states, “ that a direct communication with l’*km would 
be desirable;’" and 1 am directed “ to discover the liesl means tor such a com¬ 
munication.’' Mr. Davis may perhaps have olVered some observations on that 
head, as he has already done to me, in reference to the advantage of immediate 
Communication ; but, of course, I coniine my views to the times yet. ’to come 
On this particular point, I shall be enabled very soon, from expected iulonmi 
lion, to say more upon the subject ; and I think I can have no hesitation at. 
once in reeoimifemling His Majesty's (iovermucnt to consult immediately on 
the best plan to be adopted lor commanding a (.'ommereial Treaty, or a Tieaty 
which shall secure the just rights, and embrace the. interests, public and private, 
of all Europeans,- • not of British alone, but of all cn ili/.ed people coming to 
trade according to the principles of international law. I maintain, that it 
will be as easy to work for the civilized world as for ourselves; and that it 
will he as easy to open the whole coast, as any individual port. It may pos¬ 
sibly by advisable to go to Pekin on the occasion, or perhaps only to send 
from the mouth ot the Peiho river, or horn any other point upon the coast. 
•Sending an Ambassador is the more courteous ■ but the presence of an 
Embassy pre-suppases room for debates and' long delays, alterations and 
amendments in plans proposed. 

Now, 1 should say, that xve should propose nothing but what is fair and 
just towards all mankind ; and avoid entering into minute details. Demand the 
same personal privileges for all traders, that every trailer enjoys in England. 
Having once acquired the right of settlement at every port, let the ti.ule go 
on according to the established rules of the Empire, good or bail, re¬ 
serving always the common right, to represent and negotiate where wrong 
prevails. 

Our first object should be to get a settlement on the same terms 1 hat. 
every ('hinei'ian. Pagan, Turk, or Christian, sits down in England. 'This, no 
doubt, would be a very staggering proposition in the f;icc of a red elmp: but. 
say to the Emperor, “jAdopt this, or abide the const qucnci s,”- and it is done. 
Now; “abiding dbuscqucncos” immediately pre-supposes or anticipates all 
the horrors of a bloftdy war against a defenceless pi ople. 'The monopolists 
would cry ont; but 1 anticipate not the loss of a single man ; and we have 
justice on our side. 

'The Chinese, are most anxious to tiade with ns ; the. Tartar Vieeioys 
cannot comprehend, it. If the Emperor refuses om demand, n mind 
liimr he is only an intruder ; and that it will be liis good policy to .secure 
himself upon bis throne by gratifying the wishes of his people. 
Remind him that the British trailed to all pints of China befiue his 
dynasty escaped from the wilds of 'Tartary ; and that even one of hi> early 
forefathers, not only opened all his ports to foreigners, but invited them to 
settle and spread civilization in bis Empire. The Chinese all read, and are 
eager for information ; publish among them, and disseminate, far and wide, 
your intentions,—that is, all your intentions both towards the Oovernmcnt and 
themselves. Disclaim every view of conquest, nr of holding partial possession 
beyond a certain time ; disturb not the passage of their vessels, oi the tran¬ 
quillity of their towns ; only destroy their foils and battciies along the coast, 
tuid on the river sides, without interfering with the pi ople. Such annoyance 
to tfic batteries, of course, only to be carried into effect in ease of the obdu¬ 
racy of the Emperor. Three or four frigates and brigs, with a few steady 
British troops, not sepoys, would settle the thing in a space of time 
inconceivably short. 

Stieh an undertaking would he worthy the greatness anil the power of 
England, as well from its disinterestedness towards other nations as from tin: 
brilliant consequences which must naturally ensue. I hope by the u-turn of 
the ships, new on the coast, to provide your Lordship with authentic information 
which shall bear me out in my present speculations, as some men may pro¬ 
bably call thCnr, • but I feyd assured in my own mind, from no little enquiry 
among all partic'k of people professing opposite opinions, as to the powei of 
the Chinese, and from other sources and considerations, that the exploit is to 
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be performed with a facility unknown even in the capture of a paltry West 
India Island. If your Lordship should prefer making gradual propositions 
by an embassy, I would recommend none of that ostentation practise^ 
'in the instances of Macartney and Amherst: leave all presents behind, 
all musicians and idle amateur gentlemen, literary and scientific; and go to 
work in a manner determined to carry what you mean. This is a vigorous 
measure which might possibly “alarm the prejudices” of the Celestial 
Empire, were l to make my ideas commonly known among the Hong. 
They are now only thrown together for more special consideration ; and 
till 1 have your authority to proceed upon more active principles; your 
Lordship may rely (In my forbearance towards a Government, which is 
too contemptible to be viewed in any other light than that'of pity or 
derision. 

What advantage, or what point did we ever gain by negoeiating or 
humbling ourselves before these people, or rather before their Government ? 
'L'he records show nothing but subsequent humiliation and disgrace. What 
advantage or what point, again, have we ever lost, that was just and reason¬ 
able, by acting with promptitude and vigour? The records again assure 
us that such measures have been attended with complete success. Two 
centuries have elapsed this very year, I think, since the bold Captain. 
Waddell came from London, with three or four merchant-ships to propose a 
trade. The Mandarins at first deceived him ; but, on a better understanding of 
his case, he demanded an audience of the Viceroy. This was refused ; and 
the batteries opened upon his ships, hi this predicament, the gallant Waddell 
hauled as near the enemy as he could; beat down the walls about their 
ears ; landed and took the forts ; embarked the guns; took their Admiral a 
prisoner ; sailed up to Canton ; renewed his application, and had an audience 
ijf the Viceroy immediately. 

This, 1 believe to he the first instance on record; and from that time 
down to the defeat of Mr. Lines, last year, success lias always attended deter¬ 
mination. Mr. lnnes’s is remarkable. He was insulted and wounded by 
the people working at a Chop or Custom-House, in a manner gross and 
unjustifiable. lie complained to the Hong merchants, and could get no 
redress, lie then gave solemn intimation, that if -the offender was not in 
custody by such an hour, to be brought in due coujso to trial, he would 
burn the Chop-house about their cars, 'l'he I long merchants looked upon 
this as a mere threat, such as used too often by the Company, and not 
performed. The hour came; the culprit continued at his work, when Mr. 
Inncs, having taken every precaution to prevent the extension of the flames, 
projected from his balcony a few blue lights, which very shortly made good 
his word. What was the consequence? Why, the I long merchants and Man¬ 
darins assembled ; the culprit was arrested and bam booed through the streets, 
with his neck and head confined within a pig’s yoke. 

Your Lordship will see by these extreme instances, that there has been 
no amelioration of disposition on the part of the autlmrities for 200 years ; and 
that the same determination commands success. These cases are not to be 
lightly treated in the contemplation of future measures. The Tartars had just 
overrun the country at that time, and were a warlike people. Their 
descendants now, although continually reinforced or invigorated from the 
Steppes, are a wretched people, inconceivably degraded, unfit for. action or 
exertion. 

Last year, some hundreds, required to march against some rebels in the 
province, were found so enervated by every species of vice, that it was impos¬ 
sible to move them. The power of England, however, has continued to 
increase; and the valour and discipline of her forces beyond what they were 
ever known to he before. I believe the very mention of an army, or a fleet 
of ships, to the Emperor, would bring him to his senses. Now, my Lord 1 am 
perfectly aware it may be said, that I recommend such measures from early 
professional associations, and with the hope or view of participating in the spoil. 
Now, L declare that 1 am the most peaceable of men; I have* no delight in 
war •, that I would neither make a prize, or divide a dollar; for I am 
convinced that a commanding attitude alone, with the power of following the 
threat with execution, is all that is required to extort a Treaty which shall 
, secure mutual advantages Jo China and to Europe. 
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If the Government is anxious to extend the trade with a high hand 
, (which I take to be the only way of doing it) it is an easy matter to feel the 
public opinion, through the medium of the press, by discussing the policy df 
i.such measures ; and you may be assured the country will bear yftu through. 
My present position is, in one point of view, a delicate one, because the trade 
iis put in jeopardy, on account of the difference existing between the Viceroy 
and’myself. I am ordered by His Majesty “ to go to Canton', and there 
report myself by letter to the Viceroy.” I use my best endeavours to do so ; 
but the Viceroy is a presumptuous savage, and will not grant the same privi¬ 
leges to me that have been exercised constantly * by the Chiefs of the 
Committee. Ife rakes up obsolete orders; or, perhaps, makes them on the 
occasion : but the fact is, the Chiefs formerly used every year to wait on the 
Viceroy, on their return from Macao; and continued to do it until the Viceroy 
gave them an order to wait upon him, whereupon they gave the practice up. 
Had I even degraded the King's Commission so far as to petition through 
the Hong merchants for an interview, it is quite clear, by the tenour of the 
Edicts, that it would have been refused. Were he to send an armed force, and 
order ngfuto the boat, I could then retreat with honour, and he would impli¬ 
cate himself; but they are afraid to attempt such a measure. What then 
remains but the stoppage of the trade, or my retirement ? If the trade is 
stopped for any length of time, the consequences to the merchants’ are most 
serious, as they arc so also to*thc unoffending Chinese. But the Viceroy cares 
no more for commerce, or for the comfort and happiness of tho people, as 
long as he receives his pay and plunder, than if he did not live among them. 
My situation is different; I cannot hazard millions of property for any length 
of time, on the mere score of etiquette. If the trade shall be stopped, which 
is probable enough in the absence of the frigate, it is possible I may be 
obliged to retire to Macao, to let it loose again. Then has the Viceroy gained 
"his point; and the Commission is degraded. 

Now, my Lord, I argue, that whether the Commission retires by force 
of arms, or by the injustice piactised on the merchants, the Viceroy has 
committed an outrage on the British Crown, which should be equally 
chastised. The whole,system of Government here is that of subterfuge, and 
shifting the blame from the shoulders of the one to the other. Act with 
firmness and spirit * and the Emperor will punish the Viceroy,—as the 
Mandarin did the wood-cutter for Mr. Innes. 

. I have &c., 

(Signed). NAPIER. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


M? dear Lord, August 17, 1834. 

'l HAVE this day a letter from the British merchants acquainting me, 
that “inconsequence of my having declined to receive the Edicts of the 
Chinese Government, addressed through the Hong merchants, they, the said 
Hbng merchants, have put a stop to the shipping off cargoes on British 
account” 

' No Government Edict has yet appeared to stop the trade. The present 
xqeasure tends to delay the shipment of cargoes, and falls more heavily on 
the .Hong thafi on the British. This they have done to try my resolution. Now 
there are two things to be considered,—the honour of His Majesty’s Com- 
’tnission, and the interest of the merchants. I conceive my duty to be to 
‘ sustain them both, but not one at* the expense of the other. 

have also »a letter this day from Captain Blackwood of His 
Majesty’s ship Imogetie, qpnouncing his arrival at Chuen-pec, for the pur- 
' jJbse pf protecting the trade. The Andromache has returned with her, 
and yrM t^ke letters to India. The arrival of the Imogene I may be 
enabled to turn to good account. 1 have also intelligence of the expected 
arrival herp»«f Shing-yin t a Mantchoo Tartar, and Chief Member of the 
s ',Censorate Bojtrdfat Pekin. He conies with a Commission, to inquire into the 
‘ affairs'of the province. I shall make an attempt on him as soon as he arrives; 
and hope to be able to arrange matters; without* giving up a point of thfe 
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ground I stand upon. In revising ray letter, I find’ I call the subject of dis¬ 
pute, a point of etiquette. It is not altogether so; for it is the consequences , 
o'f huniiliatiop, and yielding a point which has been enjoyed by my predeces¬ 
sors, and the fact of not carrying His Majesty’s order into full execution, that 
I look forward to it. It is a cruel and a criminal measure on the part of a 
petty tyrant to annoy the merchants, on the score of a dispute which does not 
immediately affect them. , i 

If after a fair trial of all justifiable means, I find the merchants are likely 
to suffer, I must retire to Macao, rather than bring the cities of London, 
Liverpool, and Glasgowmpon your Lordship’s shoulders; many of whose mer¬ 
chants care not one straw about the dignity of the Crown or the presence of 
a Superintendent. I shall not go, however, without publishing in Chinese, 
and disseminating far and wide, the. base conduct of the Viceroy in oppressing 
the merchants, native as well as foreign; and of my having taken the step out 
of pure compassion to them. I can only once more implore your Lordship 
to force them to acknowledge my authority and the King’s Commission; and 
if you can do that, you will have, no difficulty in opening the ports at the 
same time. Iam obliged to close this evening, as the ship has-dropped 
down. The Mangles will of course report every falsehood for the purpose 
of raising the price of tea. I think your Lordship may depend on my assurance 
of the prohibition being of but a very temporary duration, and not attended 
with any such consequences. 

I have, See., 

(Signed) NAPIER. 

The York, American ship, has delivered me, this day, Mr. Backhouse s 
circular of the 29th March, on the subject of the dollars; and nothing more of 
an official nature. • • 


Inclosure 1 in No. 7. 


•The Hong Merchants to Messrs. Jardinc, Dent, and Framjee. 


• * 1 

A RESPECTFUL notification. By your honourable * nation there - has 
hitherto been established a Company, having a chief at Canton to superin¬ 
tend all the affairs of commerce. Thus there has been, for upwards of a hun¬ 
dred years, mutual tranquillity without disagreement. Now the Company 
has been dissolved, and your honourable officer has come to Canton,, and 
affairs now originate from him. Therefore, his Excellency the Governor, 
having examined the old regulations, has ordered us to enjoiq them to be con¬ 
formed to. . 

We went to your honourable officer several times, taking copies of four 
government orders, to enjoin and deliver them; but he refused to receive them 
all. Thus the affair has continued half a month, and we have b^eir unable to 
return any report. Hereafter, the Governor, for our not being able to *enjoin 
the orders, will inflict punishment which it will be impossible for us to -sus¬ 
tain ; therefore, we yesterday requested you gentlemen to come to the Consoo 
House, to confer personally with us. .You did not favour us with coming; but* 
Mr. young Morrison brought your official letter, saying, that as we had not' 
given previous information of the busjness to be conferred on yon were fin*' 

. 

—_:_----- -T -- " ■ / ■■■ / ■ 

. ? 

W ‘ 

* « Honourable ” is in Chinese used for the possessive pronoun “your.” The word “your” is 
here understood. In Chinese* respect is shown by position of characters* fls we|l fc as phraseology. 
While, at every repetition, the Governor's Tiltrne is < 6 wvststh thc lbwmo'n 61 “ypur honourable officer 
receives only the same mark of respect that the mention to a sick man, of •' your honourable 
disease,” &c., would dp. ,<■ 
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willing to come. ' We now send yon copies of the four several orders of his 
Excellency the Governor, expressed in the orders, of cherishing and showing 
tenderness. We, in a body, request you to reply to us. For this we 
earnestly hope. 

Compliments, &c.. 

The names of eleven merchants subscribed. 

7th moon, 7th day. (August 11.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 7. 

The Governor of Canton to 'the Hontj Merchants. 

July 21, 1834. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwajigse,&c., to the Hong merchants, 
requiring th,eir full acquaintance herewith. 

The flee (of Naval Officer) of the Heang-shan district, with others, has 
reported, “ that an English war vessel, having on board a barbarian ‘ Eye’ (one 
name for individual) had, from the outer seas, sailed to Cabreta point offing, 
and there anchored. On examination and inquiry, it was stated that he was 
to examine and have superintendence of the said nation’s merchant vessels 
coming to Canton to trade, &e. As duty requires, a report is made.” 

According to this, I have examined and find, that hitherto outside 
barbarians trading at Canton, have only had Taepans (Chief Supracargoes) 
buying and selling goods : they have been permitted to request permits, 
and then come to Canton. Hut, ordinarily, they have only had permission to 
reside at Macao. The English have traded at Canton upwards of a hundred 
years. And, with regard to all the regulations, there has long been mutual 
'tranquillity. The said Hong merchants before reported that this year the 
English Company is dissolved. The barbarian Eye, who has now come, is, of 
course, for the superintendence and examination of this business. But the 
barbarian Eye is nofcomparablc with the Taepans. If he wish to come to 
Canton, it will be necessary to make, first, a clear report, requesting the 
Imperial will on the subject. As to the commercial affairs, if there be 
•circumstances absolutely requiring the establishment of other regulations, a 
petition of request must also be sent, after inquiring and deliberation on the 
part of the Hong merchants, through them; that a memorial may Ire 
prepared, and obedience called for. 

Uniting these circumstances, this order is issued. When the order is 
received by the said merchants, let them immediately go in person to Macao, 
and ascertain clearly from the barbarian Eye for what he has come to 
Canton province. Let them also inquire fully and minutely as to what other 
Tegulatious require to be now established, since this year the said nation’s 
Company has beer^dissolved and ended. Then let them report in answer, to 
afford evidence on which to make a plain and full memorial for directions as 
to what conduct is to be observed, and to what obedience required. 

And let them authoritatively enjoin the established laws of the celestial 
Empire, that, with exception of the Taepans and other barbarian merchants 
tradjng at Canton, none can be permitted to come to Canton without a repoit 
h.aving* bceu made, and the mandate received. The said barbarian Eye, 
having to examine concerning, and superintend, the affairs of commerce, 
may reside at Macacv. If he wish .to come to Canton, he must inform the 
said merchants, that they may previously petition me, the Governor; and I 
will, by post convcyanee, send a memorial; and all must respectfully wait 
till the mandate of the Great Emperor has been received,—then orders will 
be issued to require obedience. Oppose not! A Special Order. 

Taoukwaqg, 14th year, 6th moon, 15th day. (July 21, 1834.) 


D 
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lnclosure 3 in No. 7. 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

July 27, 1834. 

LOO, Governor ol’ Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c., to the Ilong 
merchants, requiring their lull acquaintance herewith. 

The outside barbarians of the English nation have had a continued trade 
at Canton for a hundred and some tens of years. All affairs and things are 
conducted according to established regulations reported to the Emperor, which 
have long been obeyed and kept. Although the barbarians are beyond the 
bounds of civilization, yet, having come to Canton to trade, they should im¬ 
mediately give implicit obedience to the established laws of the celestial Em¬ 
pire ; then they may enjoy tranquillity. New-come barbarians, not under¬ 
standing the dignity of the statutes, you, with the linguists, compradores, See., 
should instruct clearly and authoritatively in all things, to prevent them over¬ 
stepping or opposing. 

1 find on examination, that foreigners coming to Canton, have hitherto 
been permitted only to reside at Macao. When they have affairs of buying 
or selling goods. See., to conduct, they are then permitted To"request and 
receive from the Superintendent of the Canton Customs, a permit to come 
to Canton. Whatever utensils', vessels, Sec., they carry with them, must every 
one pass examination at the Custom-house, ami a report of them must be 
made. The Superintendent of the Customs sends a communication on the 
subject to my office to be placed on record. 

On this occasion, the barbarian Eye [that is, head man, principal man] 
Lord Napier, has come to Canton without having at all resided at Macao to 
-wait for orders. Nor has he requested or received a permit from the Super¬ 
intendent of Customs, but has hastily come up to Canton,—a great infringe¬ 
ment of the established laws! The Custom-house writers and others who 
presumed to admit him to enter, are sent with a communication requiring their 
trial; but in tender consideration for the said barbarian Eye, being a new¬ 
comer and unacquainted with statutes and laws of the celestial Empire, I 
will not strictly investigate. 

Eut it is not expedient that the said barbarian Eye should long remain at 
Canton provincial citv; it must be required, that when the commercial 
business, regarding which lie has to inquire and hold jurisdiction, is finished, 
he immediately return to Macao. And hereafter, without having requested 
and obtained a permit, lie cannot be permitted to come to Canton. 

As to the object of the said barbarian Eye’s coming to Canton, it is for 
commercial business. The celestial Empire appoints officers,—civil ones to 
rule the people, military ones to intimidate the wicked. The petty affairs of 
commerce are to be directed by the merchants themselves., The officers 
have nothing to hear on the subject. In the trade of the said barbarians, if 
there are any changes to be made in regulations, See., in all cases the said 
merchants are to consult together, and make a joint statement to the Super¬ 
intendent of Customs, and to my office. Whether [the proposals] shall be 
allowed, or disallowed, must be learned by waiting for a reply publicly. 

If any affair be to be newly commenced, it is requisite to wait tilt a 
respectful memorial be made, clearly reporting to the Great Emperor, and his 
mandate received. Then it may be commenced ; and orders may be issued 
requiring obedience. 

The great ministers of the Celestial Empire arc not permitted to* have 
private intercourse by letter with outside barbarians. If the said barbarian 
Eye throws in private letters, I, the Governor, will not^at all receive or look 
at them. 

With regard to the barbarian factory of the Company, without (the walls 
of the city, it is a place of temporary residence for barbarians coming to 
Canton to trade. They are permitted only to eat, sleep, buy, ajvd sell, in the 
•factories. They are not permitted to bring up wives and daughters; nor are 
they permitted to go out to ramble about. All these are points decided by 
fixed and certain laws and statutes, which wi[l not bear t© ,foe confusedly 
transgressed. * 

To sum up, the nation has its laws,—it is so every where. Even England 
has its laws,—liow much more the celestial Empire! Under this whole bright 
heaven, none dares to disobey them. Under its shelter qre the four seas; 
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subject to its soothing care, are the ten thousand kingdoms. The said 
, barbarian Eye having come over a sea of several myriads of. miles in extent, 
to examine and have superintendence of affairs, must be a map thoroughly 
acquainted with the principles of high dignity. And in his person*he sustains 
the duties of an officer, an “ Eye.” lie must necessarily in every affair act 
in accordance with reason. Then only can he controul and restrain the 
barbarian merchants. 

*1, the Governor, looking up, will embody the extreme wish of the Great 
Emperor, to cherish with tenderness the men from a distance. And, as¬ 
suredly, I will not treat slightingly the outside barbarians. But the national 
laws are extremely strict and close drawn; we dare not in the least trans¬ 
gress. Let the said barbarian Eye be very careful not to listen to the artful 
instigations of evil men, enticing him, until he fails of the object of the said 
nation'^ King in sending him so far. 

Uniting all, I issue this order to be enjoined; when the order reaches the 
said merchants, let them immediately act in obedience to it, and enjoin the 
order on the said barbarian Eye, that he may know it thoroughly. Oppose it 
not. (u * 

The said merchants have had intercourse with the barbarians for many 
years. Their knowledge of their language and feelings must be good. 'The 
linguists and compradores are more closely allied to the barbarians. If 
they truly explain clearly, opening and guiding the understanding, the said 
barbarian Eye assuredly cannot but obey. 

If there should be disobedience and opposition, it must be owing to the 
bad management of the said merchants, and to the instigations of the linguists. 
Assuredly, the said merchants shall be reported against, that they may be 
punished ; and on the linguists the laws shall instantly be put in full force,* 

Their respectability, their lives are concerned. Tremble fearfully hereat. 
Make not repentance [necessary]. These are the orders. 

Taoukwang, 14th year, 6th moon, 21st day. (July 27, 1834.) 


Inclosure 4 in No. 7. 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 


July 30, 1834. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c., issues this order 
to the Hong "merchants, requiring their full acquaintance with it. 

. It appears that the outside barbarians of the English nation, trading at 
Canton, have hitherto only had permission for Taepans, See., at the period of 
buying and selling goods, to request and obtain a red permit, to come in, or 
go out [of port.] • In all things they have had rules and regulations fixed by 
memorial to the Emperor. They have never had such an affair as a barbarian 
Eye coming to Canton. 

It wps before authenticated, that the lice (or naval officer) of the lleang- 
shan district, reported that an English cruizer Chads, bringing a barbarian 
Eye, Lord Napier, one name (or individual) had, from the outer seas, sailed 
in; and that on inquiry it was found he had come to Canton to examine 
concerning, and superintend, the affairs of commerce. 

I, the Govern&r, having examined, find that a barbarian Eye is not 
comparable [compatible] with the barbarian merchants. The business being 
one to Le newly commenced, without a report being made, and a mandate 
received,.he cannot have permission to presume to come, of his own accord, to 
Canton. 

I issued'orders to the Hong merchants to go to Macao, and enjoin orders 
requiring him Jo reside at Macao. If be desired to come to Canton, he was 




* A phrase for capital punishment! 

D 2 



20 


required to inform the said merchants, that they might petition me, the 
Governor; and, respectfully wait until, having reported, I should receive an 
Imperial mandate; then further orders might be issued to command 
obedience*. 

Therefore, the said iperchants not having yet reached Macao, the said 
barbarian Eye set out and came to Canton. Neither having, in the first place, 
made a plain petition, nor having, in the next instance, obediently obtained a 
permit,’he with precipitate haste came in a sailing boat to Canton. .-It is 
indeed a great infringement of the laws. Considering that the said barbarian 
Eye has but newly arrived, and is unacquainted with the dignity of the statutes 
of the Celestial Empire, he is absolved from strict investigation. . 

The said merchants have been, again commanded to enjoin commands, 
and to investigate. But for what purposes the said barbarian Eye has come to 
Canton, and why he did not apply for a permit, it does not yet appear-that the 
said merchants have obtained any clear information or made any report. 

On examination, I find that in all that relates to the outside barbarians 
coming to Canton to trade, the Jdong merchants are in every respect held 
responsible for keeping up strict investigation, contronlin ir niid rest raining. 
The said Hong merchants [those sent to Macao] have filled the situation of 
seniors over the merchants for many years; how is it that they understand 
not the fixed law’s? but, after repeated orders, indulge their own dispositions, 
deferring and delaying! What is it that occupies their minds? It is ex¬ 
tremely inexplicable! It would be right to take the circumstances of the 
said merchants’ negligent connivance at the conduct of outside barbarians, 
and at once report against them (to the Emperor). In indulgence, I once 
more command urgent haste. When this order reaches the said merchants, 
let them immediately act in obedience to it, and enjoin, in an explanatory 
manner, the previous orders. Let them inquire fully for what purpose the 
said barbarian Eye has come to Canton, and why he, without obtaining A 
permit, precipitately came up ? and let him immediately report in answer. 
Let them, at the same time, command the said barbarian Eye immediately to 
set sail and leave the port, lie must not stop in the foreign factories’outside 
the city, loitering about. If be liave affairs requiring his immediate superin¬ 
tendence, let him temporarily reside at Macao, waiting till a prepared report 
lias been made, requesting to know the Imperial will, that it may be obeyed. 
Should he dare resist or oppose, it will be all owing to the indulgence and 
connivance of the said merchants. The affair concerns national dignity. I, 
the Governor, will be able only to report against the said merchants, that 
they may be brought to trial. Say not that .yon were not forewarned. 
Tremble hercat! A Special Order. 

Taoukwang, 14th year, Cth moon, 24th day. (July 30, 1834.) . 


Inclosure 5 in No. 7. 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

' July. 31, 1834,; 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse &c., to the Hong merchants, 
requiring their full acquaintance herewith. • 

On the 19th of the 6th moon, in the 14th year of Taoukwang (July 25th), 
I received the following communication from Chung, Superintendent of the 
Canton maritime Customs. 

“ The domestics at the Custom-house station behiifd the factories [on the 
river side,.in front] have reported as follows:— • 

“ * In examining, we perceived, during the night of the 18tht)f the present 
moon, about midnight, the arrival of a barbarian ship’s boat at Canton, bringing 
four English devils, who went into the barbarian factories to reside. After 
having searched and examined, we could find no>permit of paS* And having 
heard, by report, that there is at present a ship of war Tlfihe said nation 
anchored in tho outer segs; but not having been able to learn for what pur- 
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pose, we think that such a coining ns this is manifestly a clandestine stealing 
into Canton. Whether or not the Hong merchants and linguists are in anyj 
way consorting with them, wc must, making our report, request you as our' 
duty requires, to examine. This is a list of the four barbarian's’ names. 
Lord Napier, who, we hear, is a war commander, Davis, Morrison, 
llobinson.’ 

“ I, the Hoppo, having received this, have examined and find,* that when 
barbarian merchants who come to Canton province, have to come up to Can¬ 
ton and go down to Macao, the regulations require that the Hong merchants- 
should make a petition, requesting for them a permit, and that I, the. Hoppo, 
should then.forw&rd a communication to your honourable officers, and also 
send information to the Kwang Chow Heg [city commandant] or the Macao 
Assistant Magistrate of the department, that they may send a military escort. 
This has-long been the mode of conducting the affair, which has been obeyed 
and practised, as is on record. 

“ Before this, the Wei-yuens [deputed officers] of the Macao Custom¬ 
house reported, that an English cruizer Chads had anchored at Cabreta 
offing; agjf tlmt^on board the vessel there was a barbarian Eye, one name, 
come to examine concerning, and have superintendence of, the mercantile 
affairs of the said nation's merchant ships trading to Canton. I, at that 
time, sent a communication to your honourable office for examination. 1 also 
gave orders to the Ilong merchants to be replied to after examination. Rut the 
Hong merchants, without having, in the first instance, reported the English ■ 
cruizer and barbarian Eve's arrival at Canton, and without having, in the 
second place, when orders.had been given them to examine, made any report 
of having examined, have at least permitted the barbarian Eye, from the 
English cruizer vessel, to come clandestinely to Canton. How can thq 
precautions against foreigners he thus considered forcible, and the dignity of 
tlic Imperial servants he made awful and impressive ? Although the barba¬ 
rian Eye be unacquainted with the laws of the celestial Empire, how can the 

* I long merchants have the excuse of ignorance, that they should audaciously 
dare, without having asked and obtained a permit, to suffer him to come to 
Canton ? Truly, there i$ no respect of the laws before their eyes! 

“ Resides ngainffssuing a strict order to the Hong merchants to examine 
and reply, I also forward this communication, that having examined, you may 
with severity command the Hong merchants to examine and act.” 

• This coming before me, the Governor, 1, on the receipt of it have 
examined, and find, that with regard to the English barbarian Eye coming to 
Canton, I, the Governor, have already issued repeated orders to the said 
merchants, to be by them enjoined authoritatively, as is on record. 

Having received the communication as above, 1 unite the circumstances, 
and again issue this order. When the order reaches the said merchants, let 
them immediately obey ; and in accordance with the tenor of the several pre¬ 
vious orders,-ascertain clearly for what the said barbarian Eye has come to 
•Canton? and why, in disobedience to the regulations, he has not requested a 
red permit? Let them instantly, the same day, report in answer. At the 
same time, let them order and compel him immediately with speed to return 
to Macao and reside there ; waiting till I, the Governor, have made a prepared 
report, to request the Imperial will to be made known, that it may be obeyed. 
He must nbt linger about at Canton. Should there be any opposition, the 
said .merchants will be held solely responsible. Tremble hereat, intensely 
tremble! These are the orders. 

Taoukwang, 14 th year, Gth moon, 25th day. (July 31, 1834.) 



22 


No. 8. 

Lord Napier to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 31, 1835.) 

My dear Lord, Canton, August 21', 1834. 

THE postscript to my last brings matters up to the 17th; and the 
Mangles not having kept her time, I give you the remainder.to the date 
hereof, when I am assured she will be dispatched. 

On the 18th, intelligence arrived of the Imogene and Andromache having 
anchored at Chuen-pce and in the afternoon, the Hong merchants came 
in a body to inquire the reason; and when they would depart? I 
replied, that was a secret which I would divulge to no man but to the Vice¬ 
roy ; and if his Excellency would send a great military officer, and conduct 
me to his presence, I would wave the ceremony of sendin g the le tter, and 
then 1 would communicate my whole business in person. T ins 'appeared to 
give great satisfaction, and they departed accordingly. Next day, Ilowqua 
and Mowqua returned, stating, that the Viceroy could have no communica¬ 
tion with me; and repeated his Excellency*s orders that I should depart; 
arguing that, were he in England he would be obliged to conform to the 
laws of England, and 1 ought to do the same here. On the principle of 
reciprocity 1 heartily concurred ; that were he in England he would be 
received and treated as a gentleman : and I required no more here. 

Another Edict, copy of which is herein inclosed, has come out through the 
* Hong, in which the Viceroy threatens, that if i do not obey, “ the trade shall 
immediately be stopped, and the commerce eternally cut off.” No official 
Edict from the Governor himself has appeared, as on former occasions of the 
like. He threatens ; and the Hong merchants enforce, as they say, according 
to his verbal order. He is in a dilemma, and afraid to commit himself by 
proclamation ; and, therefore, throws it on the Hong, who will, perhaps, be 
punished for it. after all, by a heavy fine. . 

1 have requested Captain Blackwood to detain the Andromache, in the 
meantime ; on account of the monsoons it will be just the same to her in her 
passage to Madras, whether she sails to-day or on the 1st of October. 

I have written to Lord Grey on the subject of an armament from India, 
and requesting advice overland as soon as possible. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed'! NAPIER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 8. 

The Hong Merchants to the British Merchants. 

A respectful notification. 

WE have just now received an official reply from his Exceliepcfy the 
Governor, which we are commanded to enjoin, and make known to you. We 
now copy out the official order and send it for your uerusal; praying you, 
gentlemen, to examine minutely. You "will then know that his Excellency 
the Governor s extreme desire to cherish those from, remote part£ is great, 
beyond the power of increase. 

We pray you to return an answer. This ‘is the task we, impose. For 
this wc write, and with compliments. 

7th moon, 14th day. (August 18.) * 

[Subscribed by Howqua and the ten other inercUqgts.] 
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* Inclosure 2 in No. 8. 

The Governor of Canton to the Hoiuj Merchants. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtuug and Kwangsc, See., in reply to the Ilong 
merchants. 

On examination I find, that the trade from the English nation to Canton 
has been carried on for a hundred and some tens of years. In this long period 
all regulations have from time to time been reported and established. Whether 
the said barbarian Eye, Lord Napier, be an otficer or a merchant, there are no 
means of ascertaining. But having come for affairs of commerce to the 
celestial. Empire, it is incumbent on hiiff to obey, and keep the laws and 
statutes. It is an old saying, “ When you enter the frontiers inquire 
respecting the prohibitions. When you enter a country inquire into its 
customs.” 

The said barbarian Eye, having been sent by the said nation’s King from a 
great dis5ftu.ee, is, undoubtedly, a man who understands things; but his 
having precipitately come to the provincial city, without having made a lull 
report of the c ircumstances and causes of coming here, was indeed a want 
of decorum. I, the Governor considering that it was his first entrance into 
the inner dominions, and that lie was yet unacquainted with the established 
laws, commanded the said merchants at that time to enjoin orders on him, 
and to enquire and ascertain for what he had come to the provincial city ? 
That if it were, that, on account of the Company's dissolution, it had become 
necessary to establish other regulations, he should immediately inform the 
said merchants, that they might make a report to me, to afford me data for 
sending a memorial by the Government post. And that the said barbarian Eye 
should, meanwhile, return to Macao, to await the will and mandate of the 
• Great Emperor being received and published, to command obedience. Thus 
the business would be altogether managed in perfect accordance with dignified 
decorum, rendering change needless. * 

To refer to England,—should an official personage from a foreign country 
proceed to the said nation, for the arrangement of any business, how could he 
neglect to have the object of his coming announced, in a memorial to the said 
, nation’s King ? or how could he act contrary to the requirements of the said 
nation’s dignity, doing his own will and pleasure ? 

Since the said barbarian Eye states that he is an official personage, he 
ought the more to be thoroughly acquainted with these principles. 

Before, when he offered a letter, I, the Governor, saw it inexpedient to 
receive it ; because the established laws of the celestial Empire do not per¬ 
mit Ministers, and those under authority, to have private intercourse by letter 
with outsidg barbarians, but have hitherto, in commercial affairs, held the 
.merchants responsible ; ’and if by chance any barbarian merchant should have 
any petition to make, requesting investigation of any affair [the laws required] 
that, by the sairf Taepans | Chief Suprucaryocs] a duly prepared petition 
should be in form presented, and an answer by proclamation awaited. There 
has never been such a thing as outside barbarians sending in a letter. I at 
that time commanded the Kwang-Chow-Hee to give minute verbal orders on 
this subject. 

* j^gain, I have examined, in order, the points of regulations established by 
report [to the. Emperor], and have thrice issued orders, which the said 
merchants were required to make themselves acquainted with, and to 
enjoin. * * 

The # several subjects discussed in their several orders, are the long esta¬ 
blished regulations, well known to all barbarian merchants of every nation 
who have business at Canfon. The flamingly luminous ordinances and 
statutes, thus commencing, I was treating, not slightingly, the outside. 
barbarians. Obey, and remain ! Disobey, and depart! There are no ways. 

Now [the , merchants ] have reported, that on going to the factory to 
inquire and ascertain facts, flic said barbarian Eye desired to have official 
correspondence*to and fro, with all the public officers ; and would not obey 
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the orders. Oil examination, I find that the English nation and the officers 
of the celestial Empire have hitherto had no intercourse of official corre¬ 
spondence. The barbarians of the said nation coming to, or leaving Cantpil, 

' have, beyond their trade, not any public business ; and the comnvssiofied 
officers ofi the celestial Empire never took cognizance of the trivial affairs of • 
trade. 

From the time Canton has admitted outside barbarians to its open mar¬ 
ket, all affairs relating to commerce, and the controul over the barbarian mer¬ 
chants; have been placed under the entire cognizance and responsibility of 
.the said Hong merchants; never has there been such a thing as official corres¬ 
pondence to and fro with a barbarian Eye. 

And of these trading at Canton, there is not only the English nation,—nor 
have the English barbarian merchants been at Canton only one or two years; 
yet all have been tranquil and quiql, obeying the laws. There has been no 
occasion for officers to examine into, and manage business: on the contrary, 
they would but embarrass and impede the merchants. This request, to have 
official correspondence to and fro, is not only contrary to dignity and decorum, 
but also would prove very inexpedient for the barbarian merchants of all the 
nations : the thing is most decidedly impossible. 

The said merchants, because the said barbarian Eye will dot "adhere to the 
old regulations, have requested that a stop should be put to the said nation’s 
commerce. This manifests 'a profound knowledge of the great principles of 
dignity. It is most highly praiseworthy. The 1 circumstance of the said bar¬ 
barian Eye, Lord Napier’s perverse opposition necessarily demands such a mode 
of procedure. It would be most right immediately to put a stop to buying 
and selling. But, considering that the said nation’s King has hitherto been, in 
the highest degree, reverentially submissive, he cannot, in sending Lord 
Napier here at this time have desired him thus obstinately to resist. 

The some hundreds of thousands of commercial duties, yearly corning 
from the said country, concern not the Celestial Empire to the extent of u 
hair, or a leather’s down. The possession or absence of them is utterly 
unworthy ol one careful thought. Their broadcloths and camlets arc still more 
unimportant, and of no regard. But the tea, the rhubarb, the raw silk, of the 
inner dominions are the sources by which the said nation’s people live, and 
maintain life. Eor the fault of one man, Lord Napier, must the livelihood of 
the whole nation be precipitately cut off? • 

I, the Governor, looking up and embodying the great Emperor’s most 
sacred, most divine wish, to muse and tenderly cherish, ns one, all that are* 
within and without, feel that I cannot bring my mind to bear it. Besides, 
all the merchants of the said nation dare dangers, crossing the seas myriads 
of miles, to come from far here; their hopes rest wholly on the attainment 
of gain, by buying and selling. When, the other day, being summoned by 
the said merchants to a meeting for consultation, they did not attend, it was 
because they were under the direction of Lord Napier. It assuredly did not 
proceed from the several merchants’ own free will. Should, in ene morning, 
the trade be wholly cut off, it would cause great distress to many persons who,* 
having travelled hither by land and sea, would by one maq, Lord Napier, be 
ruined; they cannot in such a case .but be utterly depressed with grief. In 
commiseration, I again give temporary indulgence and delay. Let the Said 
merchants again immediately enjoin, particularly and minutely, the orders 
regarding the said barbarian Eye, with unruffled mind to consider thrice. Ho 
should know that the said nation trades here, and annually amasses great gain, 
entirely in consequence of this sacred dynasty’s extreme wish to oherish 
tenderly those from afar. It in no way regards the trade as an advantage : 
and cannot be hampered or constrained by.any consideration for it. If the old 
established regulations be not in accordance with reason, how could all the 
barbarian merchants yield to them the willing submission of their haarts, and 
obediently keep them. Since the said barbadian Eye occupies an official 
situation, all merchants of the said nation, when they do not .keep the laws, 

. will require to be controuled and constrained by liitn. But % if he talk not 
reason, how can he gain submission of the multitude ? % 

I) the Governor, have for some tens of yearg, extended my^are over those 
within and those without; and have never treated a man contrary to propriety. 

. How t:an I be willing to treat tyrannically the requests of men from far ? Bat 
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what concerns the nation’s dignity will not admit of being transgressed or 
phased over. , 

I hear that the said barbarian is a man of a solid and expansive mind, and 
placid speech. If he consider, he can himself, doubtless, distinguish right and 
wrong. 

Let him, on no account, allow himself to be deluded by men ajound him. 

If he can repent and arouse, obey the previous orders, and act according to 
them, let him answer through the said merchants; and the trade shall continue 
as formerly. If he still maintain his obstinacy, and do not arouse, then it will 
appear that the g>aid barbarian Eye does not wish the said nation to have the 
liberty of‘the market. The trade shall immediately be stopped, and the 
commerce eternally cut off. \ 

Hereafter, when the said nation’s KiJig hears, respecting these repeated 
orders and official replies, he will know that the whole wrong lies on the barba¬ 
rian Eye: it<s no way owing to any want on the part of the celestial Empire of 
extreme consideration for the virtue of reverential submission, exercised by the 
said natio n's K ing. Let the said merchants’take also this reply; and having 
enjoined^, *WLiu«ritativcly on the private merchants of the said nation, and the 
barbarian merchants of every nation, that they may make themselves acquainted 
with it, let it be folded up and preserved. 

Taoukwang, 14th year, 7jh moon, 14th day. (August 18, 1834.) 


No. 9. 

J. F. Davis, Esq ., Second Superintendent, to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

February l, 1835.) 


(Extract.) Canton, August 7, 1834. 

THE affected indifference of the native Government to the proceedings of 
foreigners, seems to*have forbidden their making any public demonstrations of 
curiosity, previous to• Lord Napier’s arrival; but, as early as April last, their 
anxiety on tha subject led to an indirect verbal application, through the Hong 
merchants, to myself, as the Company’s chief, for some report of the intentions 
of our Government’. I, of course, did not feel in any way authorized without 
instructions to enter on a subject on which I was still in a great degree unin¬ 
formed •, and, as the application was unofficial, 1 evaded making any reply to 
it. Thus things remained until Lord Napier’s arrival, when some degree of 
feverishuess was displayed by the dispatch of the two senior merchants to 
Macao, for the purpose of endeavouring to persuade our remaining there until 
a*reply should arrive from Peking. They did not reach Macao, however, 
until the day after our departure for this place. They hurried back to Canton; 
and, waiting on l^ord Napier, offered to read to him an order from the Viceroy 
addressed to them, which they were to enjoin or enforce on the Superintendents. 

* Lord Napier seems to be clear as to his instructions allowing him to 
decline any but a direct communication with the officers of Government; and 
in the policy of this course, 1 have no hesitation whatever in concurring; 
for to be governed by the Hong merchants, a system which has always 
been, highly detrimental to our true interests, would now be infinitely worse 
than under the reign of the Company,—whose transactions, amounting to 
some millions per annum, did of course give them great influence over those 
merchants. There even existed, perhaps, some community of interests, as 
the general welfare and growth of their trade was, to a certain extent, a reci¬ 
procal benefit. This species, of influence is out of the question with us; who, 
unless we can have direct access to the Government officers, can do nothing 
whatever. 

Lord Napier’s letter of announcement was rejected on the most frivolous 
orinadmissilj)» pretexts: an^ matters remain where they were on our arrival 
here on the ultimo,—the merchants having been told that they are only 
letter-carriers, and that orders from them cannot be received by Lord Napier, 
■or the Superintendents. * 

• • * . E 
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Our first advances having been So unceremoniously rejected, I really do 
nflt at present see any better plan than remaining perfectly quiet, as some ■ 
open communication must be St least as convenient to the Chinese as to 
ourselves. In the mean while the trade goes on; and our controul over pur 
couutrymen continues to be exercised. 

Extract from MS. Notes. 

In 1747, “ the Hong merchants used every endeavour to prevent the access 
of strangers to offices of Government, finding they could exerdse their imposi¬ 
tions on both with greater success and impunity.” The same records observe, 
that “ ever since they carried their jjjbint of preventing all intercourse between 
the Europeans and Mandarins, they nave imposed upon both in their turns, and 
put the trade of this place upon such a footing as, without redress, will render it 
impracticable to Europeans.” 


No. 10. 

Duke of Wellington to Lord Napier. 

My Lord, Foreign Office , February 2, 1835. 

YOUlt despatch of the 9th of August, and your letters marked “private,” 
addressed to Lord Palmerston, to the 21st of August, were received at this 
office on Saturday the 31st ultimo. 

I learn that a vessel will sail for Canton' from the River Thames this* 
afternoon ; and l avail myself of that opportunity earnestly to recommend to 
your Lordship’s attention, the instructions of Lord Palmerston of the 25th 
January, 1834; and most particularly the 18th and 19th Articles of the 
general Instructions which you have received under the Royal Sign Manual. 

It is not by force and violence that His Majesty intends to establish a 
commercial intercourse between his subjects and China; but by the other 
conciliatory measures so strongly inculcated in all the instructions which 
you have received. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) WELLINGTON. 


No. 11. 

* 

Lord Napier to Earl Grey.—(Communicated to the Foreign 0ff.ee, by Lord Grey, 

February 7, 1835.) 

1 •’ • 

* . • , i J 

My dear Lord, Canton, August 21, 1834 

THE ship Mangles, which bears my first despatch, not having sailed at 
the appointed time, I have brought up my intelligence in a let(pf to 
Lord Palmerston to the latest hour; and in that letter I have endeavoured' 
to suggest for the consideration of His Majesty’s Ministers, the line of policy 
which I recommend to be adopted towards the Chinese Government; yin s 
order to extort from them a Treaty which shall embrace the public arid 1 , 
private interests of all civilized nations who may be induced to trade with 
that people. There are two propositions to be considered, whieljare, indeed, 
perfect axioms. 1st. That the Chinese people are most anxious'for our , 
trade—from the Great Wall to the southern extremity of the Empire,—the ^ 
Tartar Government alone being anti-COthtnercial: atjd the:5£nd is, that thp 
Tartar Government, being in the extreme degfee’of $ej\tal lpifyecilify 
moral degradation, dreaming themselves to be; the ‘ 6nly .pfeopje on, tfi'e feir|fs», 

* being entirely ignorant of the theoty arid/practice'of iriternaWoiial’ 



27 


Government is not in a position to be dealt with or treated by civilised 
nations, according to the same rules as arc acknowledged -ay.d practised 
among themselves. Your Lordship will also bear in mind, that the trade 
of European nations was not limited under the last dynasty as it is at 
present; neither was it the policy of the first and greatest of all the Tartar 
race, to exclude the commerce from the empire in the manner it has suffered 
during and since the reign of Kicn-Lung. The Emperor Kang-ghi encou¬ 
raged trade with other nations, and invited the learned of all Europe to settle 
in his dominions. It was not till 1780, I think, that Kien-Lung confined 
us to the. porf of Canton : and since which time, the trade being merely a 
question between a company of merdiauts in London, and the Chinese 
Government, the two parties have cimtinucd to play into each other’s 
hands,- to their mutual advantage, without any reference to the convenience, 
comfort, or advantage of the people. Had the monopoly never existed, is it 
possible to conceive that the British commerce Would ever have been con¬ 
fined to the port of Canton 'i The bare idea- of such a predicament is absurd. 
The lestriqfiyn/d’ the trade to one point was conformable to the interests of 
monopoly; amt die arrogance and senility of the Government have been 
matured and upheld by the concessions of the Company on every ease of 
aggression; teaching the Tartars to believe that England depended upon 
them for food and raiment, *and that the Emperor was the only Monarch 
of the universe. A common examination of the previous documents 1 have 
sent home, especially the latter one, confirms everything 1 have advanced. 
The question then is, when the merchants here are open mouthed for 
extended trade, (a similar feeling 1 presume existing among their constituents 
at home) is this the most favourable time or not to carry such a plan into 
execution ? 

Your Lordship will see, that, in obedience to His Majesty’s instructions, 
“ having taken up my residence at Canton, and endeavoured to report 
myself by letter to the Viceroy,” this overweening Authority is debarred by 
the dignity of the laws, from communicating with *an outside barbarian; 
threatens that “ the trade shall immediately be stopped, and the commerce 
eternally cut off, if* I don’t go forth the provincial city and then ho in¬ 
sults His Most Gracious Majesty and the whole country, by boasting of the 
“ extreme consideration evinced bv the celestial Empire for the virtue of 
reverential submission exercised by the said nation's King.” The Viceroy has 
not only threatened, but actually stopped the export trade. The merchants are 
of opinion that it cannot last. I am rather inclined to think be will for a time 
attempt to carry it farther ; and all this for the purpose of ingratiating himself 
with a man of high rank who is daily expected for the purpose of inquiring into 
the state of the province. Be that as it may, it is my lirst duty to endeavour, 
by all means, to cause them to come to a settlement with our merchants ; and to 
nitfke them ship off the'.goods already paid for. That being done, it depends 
upon the Viceroy to carry on the trade openly as heretofore. If he does not 
agree to that, the smugglers will do it for him. If the worst comes to the 
worst, I can only retire to Macao; but the consequence will be disgraceful. 
If your Lordship, on the receipt of this, would despatch a messenger to 
Calcutta overland, order a British force with some small craft to act along the 
coast, wc should soon bring matters to a close. In the mean time I will en¬ 
deavour to unite the merchants on the plea of being quiet till I can hear from 
your Lordship, whether I am to submit to every Edict, or whether His Majesty’s 
Government will assert our ancient rights of commerce, and enforce the same 
respect to our country as is received from other States. The greater part of the 
trade is already carried on by smuggling; and I think that which remains, and 
cannot also be smuggler!, may be allowed to rest without any loss or hardship, 
till your Lordship can instruct inc overland. 

A messenger to Calcutta can communicate there with the Governor 
General, and proceed to this place in one of the clippers, or fast-sailing 
traders, during any season of the monsoon. His arrival there in May, will 
allow abundance*of time to prepare a little armament to enter the China seas 
with the first of tile's.W. monsoon; which, on arriving, should take possession 
of the island of Hong Kong, in the eastern entrance of the Canton river, which 

E 2 
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is admirably adapted for every purpose. Considering that, in 1831, the then 
Viceroy issued a proclamation stating, “ that in case of the dissolution of 
the Company, it was incumbent upon us to appoint a chief for the general 
management, as heretofore;’’ and considering that they have refused me every 
privilege formerly enjoyed by the chiefs of the Factory,—of personal com¬ 
munication and correspondence, I feel satisfied that your Lordship will see 
the urgent-necessity of ncgociating with such a Government, having in your 
hands at the same time the means of compulsion: to negotiate with them 
otherwise, would be an idle waste of time. 

Now, if your Lordship shall send me a messenger in t^lvancc of an 
armament, I would recommend that I should be instructed to give immediate 
notice at Peking, and all along the co^st, of the demand about to be made; so 
that no sudden appearance of force may intimidate the people ; but that they 
may look to the arrival of such a force, as the happy means of their eman¬ 
cipation from a most arbitrary system of oppression. It will also give the 
Government time to reflect and “tremble" at the consequences of refusal. 
It may be said that such notice will afford them the means of preparation. 
Granted ; it will be nothing. You read of a standing army of "l)'"'°- 1 .0 nn , <inf> 
of men to defend the empire: it is an absurdity; they could only muster a 
lew hundred wretched creatures last year at this city, to send against a rebel¬ 
lion ; and one half of them were utterly incapable of taking the field. 
Governor Le and his troops were defeated ; and he was of course superseded 
by the present man Loo, who paid an enormous bribe to the rebels, and thus 
restored order. What can an army of bows, and arrows, and pikes, and shields 
do against a handful of British veterans? 1 am sure they would never for a 
moment dare to show a front. The batteries at the Hogue arc contemptible ; 
anil not a man to be seen within them. They have, no doubt, a long muster- 
roll of military ; but the Governor draws (lie pay: and if he wants a force 
within the batteries, the plan is to drive in the peasantry from the country 
around. There is not the slightest fellowship between the Chinese and the 
Tartars. The Hong merchants here in a body, a few days ago, on being 
asked, said they were‘all Chinese and did not like the Tartars; but they 
could not help themselves. I am sure the British merchants will submit to 
a temporary inconvenience for a positive benefit; and fwill, in the»mean 
time, endeavour to carry on according to the principles already recommended 
by your Lordship, which are certainly most fitting when one*haVa reasonable 
people to deal with. 

I have, &.C., 

(Signed) NAPIER. 
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No. 12. 

Lord Napier lo Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 24, I83f>.) 


My dear Lord, Canton , August 27; 1834. 

NOTICE has been given this evening that the Spartan, for England, ■ 
will sail to-morrov* morning early. I am, therefore, anxious to bring matters 
up from the conclusion of my last, on the 21st instant, accompanied by an Edict, 
to the date hereof; which letter was sent ilka second bag to the Mangles, and 
which Majifjles, we bear to-night, has not yet left the anchorage near Macao. 
The Spartan touches at the Cape; therefore, I do not believe there will be 
many days between their arrival. 

By the last Edict, the 18th instant, your Lordship will see that the Viceroy, 
or Governor, threatens to stop the trade, wheirit has already been done by the 
Co-JIong. we now hear that they did it, contrary to the private wish of the 
Governor, who had it forced upon him by the Kwang-Chotv-Eoo, who lias been 
since dismissed, as you will presently hear, and that the majority of the llong 
were against it; but llowcpia^ho rules, and who lias no commercial dealings 
with the British, has all the others under his controul, as bis debtors, so carried 
the point. 

The younger members of the 1 long are much dissatisfied; they would all 
like to recover their ground, but dignity and decorum would be thereby offended. 

T believe I shall have a communication with the merchants in a day or two, in 
order to adopt some method to bring their wishes to the point. In all othev 
respects, events have been decidtdly in our favour. Oil the 18th, l had advised 
Mowipia to petition the Viceroy to send a great military officer, to conduct me 
•to his Excellency, which might save the trouble and difficulty of the Loiter. On 
the 19th, he returned with the message, that the Viceroy' could hold no com¬ 
munication with me; notwithstanding which, in the evening of 22nd, in came 
Ilowqua and Mowqqu wifh a message from the V iceroy, requesting I would 
receive a visit, next monjing from the Kwang-Ohow-Foo, the Chaou- Chow Poo, 
and the KwangT’how-Iiec,- -the two former, civil mandarins of high rank, and 
•the third, a military one of the same sort. Of course, I expressed my willingness 
to receive them in state in the great hall; and the arrangements were formed 
accordingly. 

The occurrences of this day’s meeting arc detailed in the records ; and I 
forward a copy which will explain everything distinctly. The consequences are, 
however, what we have to look to, and which arc not yet developed ; but the act 
of sending three great men to confer with an outside barbarian, contrary to all 
previous cust.om, is a strong instance of their vacillation, or want of steady pur- 
.pose and determination; and it is an occurrence which has astonished the shop¬ 
keepers beyond measure : they would be too happy to trade with us on any 
terms. # 

• i have now desired Mr. Morrison to translate and print a short statement 
of our present circumstances in respect to the trade, which 1 will circulate 
amongst the mercantile community in general; because I have some reason to 
believe that the government have been playing us false on that subject. 

•T> Edict of 1831 is that which they never can get over, although they 
' appear to have forgotten it altogether. The day after the conference, the Kwang- 
Chow-Foo was dismissed from office. His want of success on that occasion, had 
filled up the measure 6f many iniquities; and some say he is gone to Peking to 
answer for all his administration. He lias been succeeded by the Cliaou-Chow- 
Foo; and the IIoppo, a revenue commissioner, is also about to be dismissed. 
He is known by the name df “ skinflint ” in his own language, as being the 
greatest extortioner ever sent from Peking. 

At prcseflt the whole community, including mandarins and Hong merchants' 
are much takers up in feasts and oblations. The illuminations on board the 
vessels on the^iver are magnificent every evening. 

This Kwang, who has been dismissed, was the person who principally forced 



30 


the stoppage of trade. The Cluiou was th« orator for the occasion ; the 
military Kwang, a fine-looking coarse-featured old man, was extremely 
desirous of accommodating matters ; but it was quite impossible to send messages 
on important business, and I had no security that my business would lia\e been 
properly reported. 

1 hope your Lordship will receive my other letters safe per Mangles. 

I have. See., 

(Signed) NAPIER. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 

Statement of what passed in the interview between Lord Napier and certain 
Chinese Officers, on the 23 rd of August, 1834. 

Saturdays August 23, 1834. 

ACCORDING to yesterday’s intimation, the Linguists and servants arrived 
at the hall this morning, at nine o’clock, bringing with them chairs, Ac., of 
ceremony, for the use of the Mandarins, wlfieh they placed in the following 
manner:—Three chairs for the Mandarins, fronting the South, towards the river; 
a row on the right hand, with their backs turned towards the picture of his 
late Majesty ; and another on the left, opposite, crossing the room at right 
angles, intended for the Hong merchant:.; and thus leaving no space for the 
accommodation of the Members of the Commission. 

• On the arrival of the Superintendents, at a little before eleven, it was 
thought indispensably necessary to alter the arrangements, by introducing a 
writing-table, which was placed longitudinally across the room; a chair at the. 
north end being placed for Lord Napier, one at the south end for Mr. Astell, 
Secretary ; the chair of the Kwang-Chow-Foo, obliquely on Lord Napier’s left; 
the chair of the Kwang-Chow-flee, similarly, on Lord.Napier’s right; the chair 
of the Chaou-Chow-Foo, obliquely on Mr. Astell’s right; dehair for Sir George 
Robinson, obliquely on Mr. Astell’s left; a chair for ML Morrison, Interpreter, 
a little in the rear, between Lord Napier and the Kwang-CluJw-Foo ; a chair 
for Mr. Johnston, Private Secretary, in the,same position on the right; a row of 
chairs for the Hong merchants, across the room, behind the two Mandarins, 
facing his Majesty’s picture ; with chairs for the other gentlemen attached to 
the Commission, longitudinally on the south side of the room, to the'left of 
Sir George Robinson: thus keeping his Majesty’s picture open to all. 

This new arrangement being effected, Howqua and Mowqua arrived, using 
every endeavour and persuasion to restore the former order of things, as being 
more compatible with the dignity of the Mandarins; and the usages* of "the 
celestial Empire. 

A delay of above two hours thus ensued, before they could be induced to 
yield this point of etiquette; and at a quarter past one (the Superintendents 
being in full dress, seated in their places) the Mandarins arrived, when the 
Superintendents rose and requested them to take thcr seats, which they did 
accordingly. 

llowqna and Mowqua being called in, were desired by Lord Napier to take 
tlieir seats. The business of the day commenced by Lord Napier putting the 
question to Howqua, through Mr. Morrison, the Interpreter,—If the Mandarins 
had not desired him to state their intention of waiting oh the Superintendents 
at eleven o’clock ? Having received an answer in the affirmative, Lo.rd Napier 
expressed his extreme dissatisfaction to the Mandarins, for having thuS delayed 
their attendance for about two hours; considering it as an insult to His Britannic 
Majesty, which could not be overlooked a second time ; desiring tlifem to remem¬ 
ber, that whereas on former occasions they had only to deal with the servants 
of a private company of merchants, they must understand henceforth that their 
communications would be held with the officers appointed by'■His Britannic 
Majesty, by no means inclined to submit to such indignities. • •, 

Lord Napier then requested the Kwang-Chow-Foo to relate the object 
of his visit. The Chaou-Chow-Foo then explained, at considerable length, 
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: i thati they wefte ordered by the Viceroy to demand of Lord Napier the cause of 
‘of his arrival at Canton ; the nature of the business he was instructed to perform; 
atld when' it was his intention to return to Macao ? To the first of these questions 
‘"-Lord Napier replied, by reading from the records the Edict of the Vice Coy, 
(Taoukwang, 10th year, 12 moon, 3rd day (16th Jahuary, 1831:) “ in¬ 
structing the Chief of the ,Factory to send an early letter home, stating, that 
in case of the dissolution of the Company, it was incumbent to deliberate, and 
appoint a chief who understood the business, to come to Canton for the general 
management of commercial dealings; by which means affairs might be prevented 
from going.to cAifusion, and benefits remain to commerce.” 

Hereupon, Lord Napier produced His Majesty’s Commission ; acquainting 
the Mandarins that His Majesty had been pleased, in furtherance of the wishes 
expressed in the said Edict, to appoint him; one of His Majesty’s household and 
a Captain in his Royal Navy, to perform the duties so required; assisted by the 
other gentlemen then present, whose names were also mentioned in the Com¬ 
mission. Lord Napier also remarked, that the Viceroy, as well as they, the 
Mandarins, appeared entirely to have forgotten the existence of such a docu¬ 
ment ; and begged to refer them to their own records, wherein, undoubtedly, 
the Original would be found. 

In reply to the second question, as to the nature of the duties to be per¬ 
formed, information on that point was contained in the letter to the Viceroy, 
which he recommended that they should deliver to his Excellency; or, if they 
preferred, they were at liberty to open and peruse it themselves, on the condi¬ 
tion that it should be deposited, as an official document, among the archives of 
the Government. 

As to the third point, of his Lordship’s return to Macao, he stated, that tliat 
was a point to be regulated entirely according to his own convenience. 

A great deal of desultory conversation then took place, when the Manda¬ 
rins observed, that the King of Great Britain ought to have written a letter to the 
• Viceroy, stating his wishes and intentions, that he might have been able to report 
the same to the Emperor. Lord Napier replied, that it was quite incompatible 
with the dignity of his Sovereign to correspond with the Viceroy, considering 
that lie himself, an hereditary nobleman in his own country, and of much higher 
rank than any of the Mandarins present, was on a perfect equality with the 
Viceroy or Governor; and, consequently, the proper channel for , such 
•communications. 

The Mandarins then argued the necessity of their being made acquainted 
with the nature of the business on which they had come to seek information, 
that tljcy might report the same to the Viceroy. 

Lord Napier replied, that it was quite impossible, as well as irregular, to 
cnmmunicatc important official business through the medium of common 
conversation ; and therefore recommended them again to consult on the'subject 
with the Viceroy. . 

. Th"e Mandarins appeared desirous of considering Lord Napier’s letter to 
the Viceroy, in tht^light of a private communication, which might be opened by 
the Hong merchants,—a point which of course was firmly resisted. 

• The business of the day. being thus brought to a conclusion, the Mandarins 
partook of a refreshment and departed upon the best possible terms, hinting they 
might probably return in a little time. The Kwang-Chow-IIee, being the chief 
military officer, of the department, remarked, that it would he very unpleasant 
were*the two nations to come to a rupture. To which Lord Napier, replied, not 
at all on oqr parts, as we were perfectly prepared; but that he might'he perfectly. 
assiirbd of His Majesty’s most gracious desire of maintaining the most friendly'' 
intercourse with the Emperor of China. . '. l 

Considering that a few days have only elapsed since it had been suggested,. 
to thfc Hong merchants that tjic Viceroy might send a military officer for the, 
purpose of conducting the Superintendents to the presence of his Excellency, t 
and that a verbal message had been received from his Excellency, stating, f< that ’ 
he cbuld hold* no communication with outside barbarians,” it is evident that 
the present visit #f the maudarips, the first of the sort that had ever occurred^,- 
proposed entirely^m, the part' of their own Government, must hate arisen fpotn 
a conviction in tlfe miud of the Viceroy, of the necessity rif'dpeping a coraran- 
nication With the Superintendents,,in accordance With the f adVhntagcs' which 

• it'' ’ 
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;mu$t accrue to the interests of both nations, by conducting their 'affairs on 
principles of mutual and friendly intercourse. 

The discussion 'which took place previous to the meeting, relative to the • 
disposition of the chairs, although of itself in ahy other country a matter of 
trivial importance, yet among people like the Chinese, whose actions are 
entirely governed by etiquette, it is considered by the Superintendents, that the 
Mandai-ins, having yielded up the point, afforded to them’the strongest proofs of 
■the propriety and’necessity of conducting their business with firmness and 
determination; being satisfied that a steady perseverance will be attended with 
success, but the slightest concession, on their parts, is sure fh be .followed by 
subsequent cmbarrasSitfent and defeat. 

/ (Signed) NAPIER. 


• No. 13. 

Lord Napier to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 24, 1835.) 

My dear Lord, . • Canton, August 28, 1834. 

ACCORDING to intimation from the Spartan that she was to sail early 
this morning, I closed the bag last night, but now, at noon, I find there is a 
moment left’; and I take the opportunity of stating that Howqua and Mowqua 
havie just been here to request that I would receive four Mandarins on Saturday 
next, the day after to-morrow. This I have consented to do; which will soon 
lead, ! hope, to an amicable adjustment of our differences. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) NAPIER.. 


•' No. 14. 

: [MEMORANDUM.'— Foreign Office, February ,1840.] No despatches 
or letters were received at the Foreign Office from Lord Napier, of a date, later 
than his'Lordship’s preceding: letter to,Lord Palmerston. In order, however, 
to supply the interruption which would, otherwise exist in the narrative of 
occurrences between the date of that letter,. August 28, and .September 28, 
(when Mr. Astcll, the Secretary, announced Lord Napier’s return to Macao from 
Canton, andhisLofdship’s illness at that place,) tha following brief statement 
has beeto prepared;, This statement; may be considered as an abstract from, tha 
’-Records of Proceedings” kept by the Commission ; a%copy of which was 
received at the Foreign Office on the 12th of March, 1835. 

; In the interview between the Hong merchants and Lord Napier, to which his 
Lordship adverts in his letter of the 28 th-of August, the merchants proposed that 
the position of the chairs (as mentioned in Inclosure in No. 12 of this collection 
> qf 'documents) for the intended meeting between Lord Napier and the urns, 
'should be altered; and thrit the Mandarins should bring a Linguist with tjiem to 
iitterpret artd to write,—evidently, as supposed, for the. purpose qf substituting hfm 
• for 'Mr. Morrison, the Interpreter to the Superintendents. To the latter prpposal 
■Lord 1 Nopier assented, upon the same principle that he would himself, take 
Mr. Morrison with him to the Viceroy, in the event of bis having meeting with 
his Excellency; but his Lordship insisted thitf Mr. Morrison should he. the 
medium of interpretation on the occasion proposed, as he had. qpnfidpnce in his 
• eortmuinicating what he was told, and could have.no reliance, on 4 Linguist.who 
knew nothing of the English language. As to the chairs, Lojjd Napjer required 
that they should remain- in the same positions in which they had* been placed in 
M# first conference with the Mandarins. On this the merchants retired, with a 
promise to return the following day. 1 , ^ • 

On the ^9tlf the merchants returned, as they had promised; when they 
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repeated the arguments of tlie day before : these arguments having been resisted 
by Lord Napier on the ground's already stated, the merchants went away, pro-, 
mising to report vvliat had passed to the Mandurins, and call again the riext day.* 

It does not appear that the merchants kept their promise on this occasion, 
or that they had again any personal intercourse with Lord Napier. 

In the mean while, information having been received by his Lordship, 
through private channels, that the Chinese authorities had circulated, reports 
among the people, highly prejudicial to the honour of the King’s Commission, 
and giving a false colour to the events that had passed, Lord Napier caused 
a statement to he lithographed and affixed to the corners of the streets of 
Canton, and t. ho generally circulated for the information of the Chinese 

people, of which the following is a copy :—• 

% 

Present slate of relations between China and Great Britain.—Interesting to 
the Chinese merchants.—A true and official Document. 

“On the lGtli January, 1831, the Viceroy, Le, in consequence of advice 
from the Ilong merchants, issued an Edict requiring the Chief of the Factory to 
write home, slating, that, “ in case of the dissolution of the East India Com¬ 
pany, it was incumbent on the British Government to appoint a Chief to come 
to Canton, for the general management of commercial dealings, and to prevent 
affairs from going to confusion.” Whereupon, at the dissolution of the Com¬ 
pany, the King of Great Britain, in accordance with the wishes of the Viceroy, 
appointed Lord Napier, a member of his own household, an hereditary nobleman, 
and a captain in his royal navy, to come to Canton for the above most laudable 
purpose ; and.to report himself to the Viceroy accordingly. Lord Napier arrived 
at Canton, on the 2f)th July ; and next day forwarded his letter addressed to 
the Viceroy to the City Gates ; which was offered • to the Mandarins for the 
purpose of being delivered, and refused by the whole of them. It is false to 
say, that the British officer who carried the letter desired to force his way 
within the precints of the palace. The Hong merchants, it is true, desired to 
take it; but it was quite derogatory to the dignity of the Representative of the 
King to communicate through the merchants. The Viceroy now complains, that 
lie does not know for* what reason Lord Napier has come; at the same time 
forgetting the Edict of his predecessor, which brought him here, as well as his 
own obstinacy in refusing to receive the letter of a man of equal rank with 
himself. His, Excellency then publishes Edicts, requiring Lord Napier to return 
to Macao ; and on the 18th August publishes another Edict,, in which he states, 
“ that the Hong merchants have requested the trade to he stopped, but that, 
in commiseration,” says he, “ I again give temporary indulgence and delay,”— 
knowing, at the same time, that the trade had been actually stopped by the Iloug 
merchants two days before. 

* ‘‘.The Viceroy then sends the Kwang-cliow-foo, the Kwang-chow-hee, and 
the Chaou-chow-foo, to enquire of Lord Napier the object of his visit,—the nature 
of his duties,—anr> the time of his return to Macao. Lord Napier replies to fhe 
first, by a reference to the Edict of January, 1831; to the second, by a reference 
to his letter to the Viceroy which contains all the intelligence, and which they 
refuse to open or convey; and to the third, thut liis return to Macao depends 
entirely oil his private convenience. The ignorance and obstinacy of the Viceroy 
has,thus allowed the Hong merchants actually to put a stop to the trade, when 
..he hifnself only threatens to do so. He sends the Mandarins, and they return 
as empty as they went, when the official document was ottered for their convey¬ 
ance ; and the consequence is, that thousands of industrious Chinese who live by 
the European trade, must suffer ruin and discomfort through the perversity of 
their Government. Tlite merchants of Great Britain wish to trade with all China, 
on principles of mutual benefjt. They will never relax in their exertions till 
they gain a point of equal importance to both countries; and the Viceroy will 
find it as easy to stop the current of the Canton river, as to carry into effect the. 
insane determination of the Hong. 

» 9 ' . "I have, &c., 

. . “(Signed) NAPIER.” 

Canton , August 26, 1834. 

F 
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, The great anxiety of the people to become acquainted with the foregoing 
.document, as manifested by their taking copies of it from morning till night, and 
•even by candle-light after dark, afforded a strong proof of the interest which' 
they took jn-a mutter so nearly connected with their own welfare. 

By way of a reply to this document the Chinese authorities issued a notice 
to the following effect, and which was likewise affixed to the corners of the 
streets— 

“ A lawless foreign slave, Napier, has issued a notice. Wc know nol bow 
such a dog barbarian of an outside nation as you, can have the audacious pre¬ 
sumption to call yourself Superintendent. • 

“ Being an outside savage Superintendent, and a person in an official situa¬ 
tion, you should have some little kneuv ledge of propriety and law. 

“ You have passed over ten thousand miles in order to seek a livelihood; you 
have come to our celestial Empire to trade and conlroul affairs;—how can you 
not obey well the regulations of the Empire? You audaciously presume to break 
through the barrier passes, going out and in at your pleasure!—a great infringe¬ 
ment of the rules and prohibitions! According to the laws of the nation, the 
lloyal Warrant should be respectfully requested to behead you ; and openly 
expose [your head] to the multitude, as a terror to perverse dispositions.” 

It does not appear that this notice had any effect whatever on the people. 

It is stated in the “ Records,’’ under date of the 2nd of September, that 
information had been communicated to Lord Napier, that the Vireroy had ordered 
the I long merchants to devise some plan by which the trade might be opened; 
and thus relieve himself from the difficulty in which lie found himself, 
in consequence of his never having reported to the Emperor the arrival of 
Lord Napier in Canton :* proposals were therefore under consideration that the 
trade should be opened; that Lord Napier should retire in a few days after 
the opening of the trade to Macao, with an understanding that he might 
pass and repass between Macao and Canton, if necessary, quietly and without 
the authorities taking notice of it.; and that a representation should he 
forwarded to the Emperor recommending an acknowledgment of the new 
system of trade. [ For a summary of this private negotiation, see No. 28 of this 
collection of documents.] 

Notwithstanding the Viceroy’s disposition to open the trade, he was 
obliged to abandon his intentions in this respect, in consequence of the numerous 
representations addressed to him by certain Chinese functionaries; one of whom, 
the Foo-yuen, offered to share the responsibility with his Excellency, and urged 
him on to an adverse course of proceeding, by comparing his conduct with that 
of the late Governor Le while in a similar position; consequently, oh the 
4th of September, an Edict was published by the Viceroy, dated the 2nd, con¬ 
firming the stoppage of the trade from the Ifith of August, up to which period 
“ all commercial dealings were to he confirmed ; all goods paid for to that date 
were to be shipped, after which the trade was altogether to be stopped.-” *As 
by this Edict all workmen, boatmen, and others, were no longer allowed to 


(• Memorandum. — Received tit the Foreign Office. April 14, 1835.) , 

The following may be taken as a proof of tlio Chinese authorities in Canton’ sparing no 
expense or trouble to deceive the Emperor, when deception is deemed necessary, which is the 0080 
nine times out of len. when we have any misunderstanding with them. 

When the official lteport to the Kmperor was drawn up, after the affair between Lord Napier and 
the Viceroy, it became necessary for all the department# to he unanimous.- 

A Censor of high rank was in Canton; he had been sent down from Pekin to investigate the 
conduct of officers also high in rank ; and it became necessary to bring him over. Tim arguments 
used may lie inferred from the following circumstance: he brought, no money with him ; had none to 
receive there; but when he left Canton, he carried away so fiiueli money with him in gold that, his 
emissaries in purchasing it raised the price of gold of 100 touch, $ of a dollar pert.-Al weight, or from 
231 dollars per or,, to 24^, before they bad procured all they required,—a rise of 3 Jper cent. 

This is from the best authority. (Signed) V. JARUINE. 

Dccemiier 8, 1834. # 

J [Memorandum : Foreign Office.—It has been calculated,*that the purchase flf gold necessary 
I to affect t.lm money market at Canton, in the manner stated by Mr. Jurdinc, Wim$t have been to the 
•extent at least of One hundred thousand pounds sterling.) 

I 

i 
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receive hire from the foreign community, these persons deserted their service and 
left the factories. 

Under these circumstances, Lord Napier on the 5th addressed a letter to . 
Captain black wood, of Her Majesty’s ship lmoyene, at Chuen-pce, requesting him • 
to pass the Ilogue with the two frigates under his command (the imogene and 
Andromache) and take up a station at Whampoa, for the more ellieient pro¬ 
tection of British subjects and their property; and also to send up to Canton 
a guard of marines for the security of the premises occupied by. the Super¬ 
intendents, and in which was deposited the treasury of the Bast India Company: 
accordingly, Lieutenant Heed of the Andromache, with two midshipmen, a 
seijeant, and twelve marines, landed at Canton at 8 o’clock on the morning of 
the 6th of September. 

In consequence of the Edict of the 2nd of September, and of a notice from 
the Viceroy, promulgated by the Hong merchants on the 5th, stating that orders 
had been given to the forts and guard-houses, to allow English boats and ships 
to go out of port only, and not to allow them to enter it, Lord Napier 
addressed to Mr. Boyd, Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, the following 
letter, for the purpose of its being communicated to the Hong merchants and 
the Chinese authorities. 


“Sir, 


Canton, September, 8, 1834' 


“ Whereas Mr. Morrison has laid before me the translation of an Edict of the 
2nd September, issued by Loo, Governor of Canton and Kwangse, and Ke, Foo- 
yuen [Lieutenant Governor ] of the province of Canton, wherein, among other 
things, it is stated, that, on examination of the rules of the celestial Empire, 
they lind, that ‘Ministers have no outward intercourse with outside barbarians, 
and that it. cannot be known whether Lord Napier is a merchant or an officer.’ 
I beg to acquaint you, for the information of the said Hong merchants, and Loo 
and Ke, that, during the last 200 years, a constant personal intercourse lias 
been maintained between the Viceroy of Canton and the British subjects resorting 
hither: for example, in the year 1037, on the part of Captain Weddcl, after 
destroying the fort at the Boguc; in 1731, on the part of the Supracargoes 
of the East India Company; in 1742, on the part of Commodore Anson ; in 
1754, on the part of the. Supracargoes ; in 1702, on the part of a Committee 
from England ; in 1*795, on the part of the Supracargoes; in 1805, on the part 
of Mr. Roberts and SiF George Staunton ; in 1806, on the part of Mr. Roberts, 
and again on the part of Mr. Drummond and Mr. Elphinston; 1814, on the 
part of Sir George Staunton; in 1816, on the part of Sir Charles Metcalfe 
and Captain Clavell; and on many other occasions by the Chiefs of the Factory, 
on their annual return from Macao to Canton. So far, therefore, the allegation 
of the said Loo and Ke is not founded in faet. 


“Again, that they know not whether Lord Napier is an officer or a merchant, 
is equally false; for the Kwang-chow-foo and the Chaou-ebow-foo and the Kwang- 
chow-hce waited on Lord Napier, when they saw him in the uniform of Captain 
in'the* British Navy ; ami when they might have assured themselves of this fact, 
as well as of all others connected with his Mission to China, had they carried his 
letter to the Viccrtiy, or had his Excellency given him the same reception as had 
byeu usually accorded to others. 

“ And whereas, it is further stated in the said Edict, that the trade was 


stopped by request of the Hong merchants on the Kith of last month, but, that 
he, the Viceroy, replied to them, ‘commanding to give temporary indulgence and 
delaywhich command was issued on the 18th day of last month, and was 
rtfevef obeyed by the Hong merchants: and whereas, in the present Edict of the 
2nd instant, it is now declared by Loo and Ke, that from the lOth day of August 
all buying and selling on the part of # the English nation is wholly put a stop to, 
with the exception of all goods the sale or purchase of which was settled pre¬ 
viously to the stoppage : and whereas, in full reliance on the honour of the 
Viceroy, and the authority tff the Edict ‘ commanding temporary indulgence 
and delay,’ British merchants have transacted considerable business with the mer¬ 
chants of China between the 18th of last month and the 2nd of the present, and 
in the face of that Edict, and in forgetfulness of ‘ his command to grant indul¬ 
gence and dela^,’ the Viceroy, now joins with the Foo-yucn in the very unjust 
measure of stopping the trade altogether from the 16th of last mouth, to the great 
prejudice not only of the British merchants, but of that also of the subjects of His # 
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Imperial Majesty the Emperor of China:—I do hereby, in .the name of His 
Britannic Majesty, protest against this act of unprecedented tyranny and injus¬ 
tice thus decreed by the Viceroy and Eoo-yucn. 'And whereas, notice has been 
.taken in the said Edict of the 2nd instant, of the expected arrival of the ships’ 
from England with cargoes, to be given in exchange for teas and other mercan- 
di/.c ; and whereas, all merchandize is allowed to be embarked up to the 16th 
ultimo, and ought in justice to be extended to the 2nd instant; and as the per¬ 
mission to embark such merchandize implies the delivering of inward cargoes for 
such purpose ; and still the trade is wholly put a stop to which prevents the 
peVvvcry of such cargoes, and the embarkation ol‘ the merchandize already so 
permitted to be shipped :—1 hereby again protest, in the name of Ills Britannic 
Majesty, against this absurd and tyrannical assumption of power on the part of 
the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor. 

“ And whereas by a letter of the Hong merchants of September 6th, giving 
notice ‘ that the Governor lias ordered all forts and guard-houses, that the 
English boats and ships arc only allowed to go out of port and are not allowed to 
enter;’ and that such a prohibition is altogether at variance with the other Edict 
permitting a certain part of the trade to be embarked. I have to request that 
you will hereby give notice to the Hong merchants, that it is a very serious 
offence to fire upon or otherwise insult the British flag: and whereas they 
are already aware that there are two frigates now in the river, hearing very 
heavy guns, for the express purpose of protecting the British trade, I would 
warn the Hong merchants again and again, ttyat if any disagreeable conse¬ 
quences shall ensue from the said Edicts, they themselves, with the Go¬ 
vernor and Lieutenant Governor, are responsible for the whole. 1 recommend 
them to take warning in time:—they have opened the preliminaries of war;— 
they destroy trade, and they incur loss of life on the part of the unoffending 
people, rather than grant to me the same courtesy which has been granted to 
qtliers before me. They are all aware that the King my master sent me lu re iii 
consequence of llowqua’s advice to Governor Le ; and, therefore, why do they 
vainly contend against their own actions, to the destruction of trade and the 
misery of thousands ? 

“ But let the Governor or Lieutenant Governor know this, that I will lose no 
time in sending this true statement to His Imperial Majesty the Emperor at 
Pekin; and that I will also report to his justice and indignation the lalse and 
treacherous conduct of Loo, Governor, and of the present Kwang Chow Foo, 
who have tortured the Linguists, and cruelly imprisoned a respectable individual, 
Sun-clung, a security merchant, for not having acquiesced in a base lie, purport¬ 
ing that J arrived in Canton river in a merchant ship; whereas they are both 
aware that I made my passage, and arrived in one of the ships of war now at 
anchor in the river, llis Imperial Majesty will not permit such folly, wicked¬ 
ness, and cruelty as they have been guilty of, since my arrival here, to go 
unpunished ; therefore tremble Governor Loo, intensely tremble ! 

“ And again, Governor Loo has the assurance to state in the Edict of the 
2nd., as well as on former occasions, that the ‘ King my master has hitherto 
been reverently obedient.’ I must now request you to declare to him, that His 
Majesty the King of Great Britain is a great and a powerful monarch,—that he 
rules over an extent of territory in the four quarters of the World, more com¬ 
prehensive in space, and infinitely more so in wealth, than the whole Empire of 
China,—that he commands armies of bold and fierce soildiers, who have conquered 
wherever they went,—ami that he is possessed of great ships of war, carrying 
even as many as 120 guns, which pass quietly along the seas, where no native of 
China has ever yet dared to show his face. Let the Governor then judjje if 
such a monarch ‘ will be reverently obedient to any one.’ * 

“And now, I beg you to inform the Hong merchants, knowing their duplicity, 
1 suspect that they will not communicate the foregoing t« the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor; I would therefore give them warning, that if I do not 
receive an answer from his Excellency, touching the points narrated* in this 
letter, by this day week, Monday the 15th, I will publish it through the streets 
and circulate copies among the people, one of which may peradveifture find its 
Vvay into his Excellency’s presence. % 

“ I beg to remain, &c., 

k ‘ (Signed)' • NAPIER.” 
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This letter having been brought to the knowledge of the Viceroy by the 
Hpng merchants, drew forth from his Excellency the following Edict: 

“ Loo, Governor of the provinces Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c. 

“ To the Ilong merchants, requiring their full acquaintance with the 
contents hereof. 

“ hi everything relating to the trade of the English barbarians at Canton, 
there have long been established rules. There has never been such a thing as a 
residenc e, here of a barbarian officer or Superintendent. The great ministers of 
the Celestial Empire, unless with regard to affairs of going to Court, and carry¬ 
ing tribute, or.in consequence of Imperial commands, are not permitted to have 
interviews with outside barbarians. The affairs of the former Ming dynasty, 
(Captain Weddell’s affair) need not be brought, into discussion. How have any 
officers of the great Tsiug dynasty had intercourse to and fro with barbarians ? 
As to the intercourse between barbarian officers and those who have formerly 
held the office of Governor, in the years of Keenlung and Keaking [from 173(5 to 
1820], referred to in the paper copied by the saii( merchants, perhaps when the 
said nation has sent tribute there may have been interviews given to the tribute- 
bearers; otherwise there certainly has not been this ceremony. This even the 
said nation’s private merchants must all be aware of. I the Governor have been 
obedient, maintaining the national dignity: from the. first 1 have not been 
commencing what is strange or soifuding forth my loftiness. 

“In the tenth year of Taoukwang, the said [Hong] merchants having 
reported, that the English Company would, after the thirteenth year of Taou¬ 
kwang, be dissolved and ended ; that the merchants of the said nation would 
trade for themselves; and that they feared affairs would be under no general 
controul, the then Governor, Lc, commanded them to enjoin orders on the said 
nation’s tucichants to send a letter home ; that if the Company ended and 
dispersed, a chief [Taepan] should still be appointed to come to Canton to 
manage affairs. The books of records are still existing. There is no word of a 
Superintendent. The said barbarian Lye, Lord Napier, styles himself a Super¬ 
intendent come to Canton. Whether a Superintendent should be appointed over 
the said nation’s barbarian merchants, or not, it is in itself needless to inquire 
about minutely. But *ve Chinese will still manage through the medium of 
merchants. There can be*no alteration made for officers to manage. Besides, 
the business is one newly commencing. It is incumbent to present a memorial 
requesting the mandate of the Great Empire to be obeyed and acted on. The 
said barbarian Eye, Lord Napier, brought not any written communication from 
the said Nation’s King. Suddenly he came, —I, the Governor, knew not what 
man he.was,—-knew not what business lie was to transact. I sent the said 
merchants to inquire and to investigate, and to require him to inform them of 
the causes of his coming, and what was the nature of the business he was to 
perform, in order to afford grounds for a full memorial. In what was this not 
.accordnut with reason? Even though the said barbarian Eye were indeed an 
officer, why should lie communicate to the merchants of the Central flowery 
[nation] not a word ! jlf unwilling to converse with the said merchants, still, 
what should prevent him from commanding the said nation’s private merchants, 
.to revhlve the matter with them and inform them fully ? But on four successive 
occasions, when they inquired and investigated, lie remained, as though lie heard 
not, determined in the wish to have official correspondence, and letters to and 
fro with all the public officers of the inner land. The said nation and this 
inner land, have heretofore bad no interchange of official communications and 
letters. Nor in the Celestial Empire is there this rule. How could I, the 
Governor, in opposition to rules, permit it ? 

“ The said Ilong merchants had before solicited that a stop should be put 
to the said Ration's buying and selling. I, the Governor, because the said 
nation had had an open market here for upwards of a hundred years, and 
because the said Ration’s King bad several times sent tribute,—so that I could not 
but call him reverently obedient; but still more, because the said nation’s sepa¬ 
rate merchants hfld, many of them, crossed the seas and come from a distance,— 
so that I would not*for the fault of one man involve the mercantile multitude ; 
therefore, replied, commanding an indulgent delay. Again, apprehending that 
• the said merchants, *in enjoining the orders, had not attained perfect clearness, 
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‘ l also sent officers to proceed to the barbarian factories, and personally make 
enquiry. On the part of me, the Governor, it .was the utmost, the extreme, of 
careful regard tfnd perfect kindness. But the said barbarian Eye, even in the 
presence, of deputed officers, did not speak plainly of the object of his 
mission. Still, apprehending that their words might not be truly delivered, I 
commanded them, to take with them Liuguists and proceed thither. When the 
Howery [Chinese] and barbarians have oral intercourse, Linguists interpret what is 
said. , Throughout the empire it is ill all cases thus. Yet, neither would the 
said barbarian Eye have the Linguists to interpret for him, so that the deputed 
officers could not say every thing. 

“Since the said barbarian Eye, having come for the purpose of examining 
and directing trade, did not tell clearly the object of his mission; whether, after 
the Company was dissolved alfairs should he conducted as before or not; or how 
they should he conducted ; by what means could trade he carried on ? 1 could 

not hut, according to law, close the ships’ holds. That 1, the Governor, did it 
not willingly, but with extreme pain of mind, has been already clearly explained 
in the Proclamation. The said Hong merchants having orally stated, that they 
had taken full account of the goods, the purchase of which was settled before the 
12th of last moon [i. e. the Kith August], and had wholly stopped, not having 
since had any commercial dealings, I, therefore, ordered the stoppage from the 
day of the said merchant’s petition. It was in no way a former and a latter,—two 
modes of acting. I, the Governor, sL times successively issued Official replies, 
all in conformity with the old established regulations; 1 in no way forced into 
difficulties, nor did [ thrust forward my own notions ; neither did I by a single 
word rudely reprehend the said barbarian Eye. The replies have all been printed 
and publicly displayed. All eyes may see them. Even the said Nation's King, 
if he see them, cannot say that I, the Governor, have not spoken what is 
reasonable. 

“The said barbarian Eye has not learned to arouse from his previous errors, 
but has further called to him many persons, bringing in boats military weapons 
which have been moved into the barbarian factory.—A great opposition to the 
laws and prohibitions ! Into the important territory of the provincial city, how 
can outside barbarians presume to bring military weapons causing alarm to the 
inhabitants! I, therefore, commanded the fort named Leetih, that should any 
sampan boats proceed towards the city, they should be slopped ; and .should be 
authoritatively informed, that if the said barbarian vessels perversely opposed and 
disobeyed, the military would of course fire off the guns, which would be. hut 
what their own offences would bring on them. Yet several times when barba¬ 
rian merchants were stopped, they were at once sent back to the place whence 
they came, without being brought to investigation and punishment. Thus it 
may he seen that I, the Governor, have not tyrannically treated the. outside 
barbarians. Even with regard to the said barbarian Eye, when, instance upon 
instance, he has presumed on force and power, what difficulty would there be in 
my meeting him with military terrors? But l cannot bear forcibly to drive him 
out. The Celestial Empire cherishes those from a far-virtuously. -What it values , 
is the subjection of men by reason: it esteems not awing them by force. The 
said barbarian Eye has now again opposed the laws, in commanding the ships of 
war to push forward into the inner river; and in allowing the barbarian forces to 
fire guns, attacking and wounding our soldiers, and alarming our resident people. , 
This is still more out of the hounds of reason, and renders it still more unintel¬ 
ligible what it is lie wishes to do. • 

“The soldiers and horses of the Celestial Empire, its thundering forces, with 
guns and weapons, gather on the hills. If it were desired to make* a great 
display of conquering chastisement, how could the petty trifling war ships afford 
protection ? Besides, all the merchants trading here. I, the Governor, treat 
most liberally: what need is there of protection ? By such ignorant and 
absurd conduct, entering far into the important territory he is already within 
my grasp. Arrangements have been now made .to assemble a large force, ranged 
out both by sea and land. What difficulty will there he.in immediately 
destroying and eradicating ? Therefore that I am slow, dilatory, and cannot bear 
to do so is, because I consider that such movements are not according to the 
wishes of the said Nation’s King; nor are they according t (f {he wishes of the 
several merchants. I, the Governor, looking up, enijbody the heaven-like 
benevolence pf thfe Great Emperor. Only by reforming his errors can he avoid 
cutting himself off, and attain reformation. If the said barbarian Eye will 
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cpeedily repent of his errors, withdraw the ships of war, and remain obedient t.o 
the old rules, I will yet give him* some slight indulgence. If he still adhere to 
stupidity, and do not arouse, maintain his wickedness, and do not change, he will 
be sinning against the Great Emperor; and I, the Governor, will certainly find 
it difficult again to display endurance and forbearance. I apprehend that when 
the Celestial troops once conic, even precious stones will burn up before them. 
On no account defer repentance till afterwards. 

'* Uniting circumstances, I issue this order. When the order reaches the 
said Hong merchants, let them immediately act in obedience to it, and enjoin it 
on all the English merchants, with even temper discussing it. If, hereafter, 
things come to a*rupture, do not say that 1, the Governor, caused it by my 
errors. Let them also enjoin the orders on the said barbarian Eye; and let 
them write a letter back to the country, to cause it to be known. A Special 
Order. 

“ Taoukvvang, 14th year, 8th moon, 9th clay. (September 11, 1834.)’* 

All negociations, with a view to the opening of the trade unaccompanied 
by the condition that Lord Napier should qnit Canton, having failed, his 
Lordship felt convinced that any further attempts on his part to effect this 
unconditional object would be vain ; and that a continuance of the stoppage of 
the trade would cause great injury to the interests of the .British merchants. 
Under these circumstances, his Lordship considered it his duty to comply with 
the Viceroy’s stipulation that he snould retire to Macao, and by so doing admit 
of the trade being opened; and he therefore determined on the 14th of 
September to remove the Commission temporarily to Macao. 

Lord Napier having become greatly indisposed in health, Mr. Col ledge, the 
surgeon to the Establishment, decided that it was necessary that his Lordship 
should at once quit Canton: the requisite arrangements were accordingly made, 
through Mr. Collcdgc and the Hong merchants, for his Lordship and suite 
repairing to Macao, by the inner passage, in Chinese passage-boats. 

On the 21st of September, Lord Napier addressed a letter to Captain 
Blackwood, stating that, in consequence of an understanding come to with the 
Chinese authorities, His Majesty’s ships Jmogene and Andromache were no 
longer required at WhampOa; and requesting him immediately to proceed with 
both ships to the anchorage at Lintin : adding, that the Chinese authorities had 
provided for the conveyance of himself and suite to Macao. On the evening 
of the same day, his Lordship and suite embarked for Macao, accompanied by 
a numerous escort of Chinese boats and Mandarins. On the morning of the 
26th, the party arrived at Macao, his Lordship’s illness having been greatly 
aggravated by the heat of the weather, and the annoyances and insults to which 
he was 'exposed during the whole course of the passage. It. would appear that 
the voyage to Macao was protracted for the purpose of giving the Chinese 
the opportunity of prolonging their insulting cruelties: his Lordship died at 
Macao, about ten o’clock on the evening of the 11th of October, 1834.*] 


No. 15. 

J. IF. Astcll, Esq., Secretary, to John Backhouse, Esq.—(Received 
. February 8, 1835.) 

m 

Sir, Macao, September 28, 1834. 

THE serious and’continued indisposition of the Right Honourable the 
Chief Superintendent rendering it impossible for his Lordship to address His 
Majesty’s Government by the present opportunity, I have briefly to state the 
causes which hj.ve led to the fiommissioif being, for the present, withdrawn 
from Canton; though not until every endeavour had been exhausted to 

[ One reason subsequently assigned for this detention, which was principally at a place called 
Heang-Shan, was, in ortler that the Chinese escort should have time for ascertaining that the frigates 
had passed the Bocca Tigris on their passage outwards.) • 
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overcome the continued obstinacy, qf the Viceroy, in insisting on his retirement 
to this place, and refusing to open his letter ofannouncement. 

The Local Government were duly reminded of the Edict of 1831 ; by 
which the late Governor, Le, required that a'property constituted. toutteS-ity 
should be appointed on the expiration of the Company’s Charter; .'but the 
Viceroy persisted in declaring (to use his own language) “ that-the said 
barbarian Eye, Lord Napier, brought not any written announcement from the 
said nation’s King—suddenly he came. I, the Governor, knew hot what Maan 
he was, or what business he was to transact.” He accordingly persisted in the 
requisition with which he had at first set out, the withdrawal of the Commission, 
to Macao. • ■ f 

Not contented with their earlier acts of annoyance and indignity 
whether of a personal nature, gs the unnecessary breaking open oi Lord 
Napier’s baggage, and the seizure of tho compradores, or purveyors of provisions; 
or the more serious and public injury inflicted by the stoppage of the trade, 
the Local. Government were emboldened, on the -1th instaut, to proceed so far 
as to beset the residence of tips Chief Superintendent with a large nuriiber of 
soldiers, to drive away his Lordship’s native servants, and to cut off all 
supplies ot provisions. Under these circumstances, accompanied by the denial 
to sanction or make good ary commercial transactions, involving British 
property, subsequent to the 16th of August, the Right Honourable the Chief 
Superintendent deemed it necessary, on the "6th instant, to apply to Captain 
Blackwood, by letter, for a guard of marines, for the protection of the factory ; 
and to request that officer, at the same time, to proceed with His Majesty’s 
ships Imoycne and Andromache, to the anchorage of the trade at Whampoa, 
for the greater security of British property and persons. 

The trigales found no difficulty in effecting their passage through the 
Bogue, though not without silencing the fire of the Chinese forts by their own, 
after having received, several rounds of shot without returning one, as in the 
case of the Atcestr in 1816. 

On the arrival ol llis Majesty’s ships at Whampoa, the communication 
between that place and Canton was entirely closed by the Chinese, for all 
purposes ol commerce or otherwise; and a negotiation commenced, in which 
tho local Government required the withdrawal of the frigates fioni the 
anchorage of the merchant ships, and the retirement of Lord Napier from 
Canton, previous to the resumption of commercial dealings. His Lordship 
was, therefore, induced on the 15th instant, to address a letter to the British 
merchants, in which he informed them, that having thus far, without effect, 
used every effort to establish His Majesty’s Commission at Canton, he did not 
feel authorized at present, by a continued maintenance of his claims, to.oceasion 
the further interruption of the trade of the port. Captain Blackwood was 
accordingly requested to proceed with His Majesty’s ships to Lintin ; and Lord 
Napier and suite embarked in two chop-boats, for Macao, on the 21st instant. 

The trade ol Whampoa, which was closed, at the instigation of the, 
Ilong merchants, is expected to resume its usual course in a few days', after the' 
official forms attendant on the arrival of a new Hoppo &.*, Canton have been 
passed. 

I have, &c., • 

(Signed) J. H. ASTELL, 

• Secretary. 
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No. 16 . 

The Agents of the East India Company in China, to the Honourable the 

Court of Directors in London.—(Communicated to the Foreign Office, 

March 3, 1835.) 

Honourable Sirs, Macao, September 20, 1834. 

WE avail ourselves of the departure of the brig Belhaven to acquaint 
your Honourable Court with the present termination of the differences between 
tfia Majesty’s Superintendents and the Chinese Government, by which the • 
trade has been suspended from the 16th of August to the present date. 

2. It is out of our power to present your Honourable Court with a detail 
of the occurrences, correspondence, &c., which has led to the event in question, 
owing to our documents being at Canton, from whence we are unable to 
transact any business, all communication with the shipping at Whampoa, or 
elsewhere, being cut off by the strict surveillance of the Chinese Government; 
and our servants, as well as Chinese of every profession, being forbidden 
access to our factory on pain of death: we will, however, give a brief nar¬ 
rative of events. 

3. Shortly after the arrival of the Chief Superintendent at Canton, he 
endeavoured to open communication with the Chinese Government by letter ; 
and in order to avoid the intervention of the Hong merchants, the letter in 
question was presented at the gates by parties deputed for that purpose : the 
letter was refused to be accepted by the Chinese for the twofold reasons, 
that it was not termed a Petition, and for an alleged informality in the 
external address to the Viceroy. 

4. The Hong merchants almost immediately waited on Lord Napier, and 
endeavoured to become the official channel of communication between him 
and the Viceroy, as heretofore; and the Viceroy about the same time pub¬ 
lished an Edict, stating that there ought to be no change in this particular ; and 
the Kwang Chow Foo, attended by the Cliaou Chow Foo and Kwang Heep, 
visited Lord Napier, with a request to know on what business he visited 
China: This he declined to answer; referring those officers to his unopened 
letter to the Viceroy, stating, that if that were received, his Excellency 
would be therein informed of the purpose of his visit to China. The meeting 
shortly broke up by a refusal on the part of Lord Napier to admit the Hong 
merchants as official ncgociators between him and the Viceroy, and with 
3 promise on the part of these mandarins to visit hi$ Lordship again. 

‘5. The Viceroy shortly after this published an Edict, stating the inten- 
i ion of the Government to adhere to its ancient customs with foreigners ; and 
that as Lord Napier had not brought any credential letters from his own 
Government to that of China, designating his office and the purpose of 
lis visit, tlie Viceroy could not receive a letter from him, save through the 
J long merchants, the usual channel of communication on matters appertaining 
to trade, which aione lie understood Lord Napier was come to superintend; 
fqrthej, that as it was a thing hitherto unknown for an official foreign 
mandarin to reside at Canton, he required Lord Napier to return to Macao, 
until. the < will of the Emperor should be known from Peking, as to the 
recognition or otherwise of his Lordship, in his office of Superintendent of 
Trade. 

6. The Chief Superintendent then published a manifesto in the Chinese 
language, of the position of his negotiation with the officers of Government, 
to be appended to-the walls'of the streets, and for general circulation. lie 
therein stated that he was come for the regulation of the British Trade to 
China; *and being of a rttnk similar to the Viceroy, that he desired to com¬ 
municate directly through him, but that this was refused, and his letter 
returned. This manifesto was published pending the expected visit of the 
three Chinese officers; and is understood to have indisposed those officers" 
to renew their # communication: negotiation was, however, on foot, to conduct 
their meeting through the Chinese Linguists, and to dispense as much as 
possible with the officers of the Interpreter to the Superintendents; as well 
as a claim on the part of the Kwang Chow Foo, to be seated on an equality 
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with.Lord Napier: these points were refused by his Lordship, and the effect 
of these combined circumstances prevented any ^further visit of the Chinese 
officers to the British Factory. 

7. On the 16th of August, an official announcement was made by the 
Viceroy, that, owing to Lord Napier’s determination not to abide by the Vice¬ 
roy’s requisition for him to return to Macao, until the Emperor’s reply to his 
communication had been received, the Hong merchants had recommended 
the suspension of British commerce; but that he, the Viceroy, would not defi¬ 
nitively adopt such advice, in the hone that Lord Napier would cease to'act 
in opposition to the orders which had hitherto guided foreign commercial 
intercourse with the Chinese ; and that he would quit Canton for the present, 
as urged previously to do by the Viceroy. 

8. No further change having occurred, the Viceroy on the 2nd of Sep¬ 
tember officially announced all trade to be at an end between the Chinese 
and British Subjects; ordered away all Chinese from the factories; and com¬ 
menced placing a cordon of troops and boats to cut off every means of com¬ 
munication from Canton ; ordered the Chinese not to supply Lord Napier, 
nor his factory, with provisions ; and adopted every means, short of acts of 
violence, to induce and urge Lord Napier to obey his order to proceed to 
Macao for the present. 

9. Lord Napier immediately requested from His Majesty’s frigates, 
Imogene and Andromache, then at Chumpee, body of marines for his 
protection ; and, although in his Circular on the subject his Lordship stated, 
that one of the causes of the requisition was for the protection of the 
Honourable Company’s Treasury, we wish your Honourable Court to under¬ 
stand that we were quite ignorant of his Lordship’s purpose ; and under 
no apprehension whatever for the safety of the Treasury ; and which, in fact, 
did not contain as much money as many private treasuries in Canton.* 

10. Sir George Robinson was sent from Canton to require His Majesty’s 
frigates to pass the Bogue, which they did on the 8th instant; and to proceed 
to Whampoa, where they anchored on the 11th instant. The Bogue forts, 
and that on Tiger Island, resisted the passage of the frigates, and the latter 
fort is stated to have conducted the fire with great steadiness: one sailor 
was killed on each of the frigates, but what the loss t>f life has been on the 
part of the Chinese it is difficult to ascertain. The Chief Superintendent 
stated the cause of the frigates being ordered to Whampoa, to be for the 
protection of the trade, observing, that although the Viceroy had published 
the intention of the Chinese Government to permit British subjects to 
have the advantage of all the property bought or sold before the lGth of 
August, when the Hong merchants first announced the trade to be suspended, 
nevertheless, as it was not officially stopped before the 2nd of September, 
that all engagements between those two dates should be ratified. 

11. It does not appear that the passage of the frigates through the 

Bogue, and their arrival at Whampoa, produced the expected effect on the 
Chinese Government; they do not appear to have made any change in'their 
propositions; and were only so far intimidated as to strengthen the defences 
in every possible way to prevent the passage of the ifigates’ boats to 
Canton : and a negotiation being on foot between the Hong merchants/tnd a 
British house of business in the confidence of Lord Napier, the Chinese officers 
adhered to the terms of Lord Napier’s departure for Macao, and thp frigates 
for Chumpee, being necessary preliminaries before the suspension of the 
trade would be taken off: to which effect the Viceroy published a procla¬ 
mation on the evening of the 13th. ' * 

IQ. On the evening of the 14th, the Chief Superintendent published a 
Circular to the British merchants, stating*that, as the opening of the trade 
depended on his returning to Macao, and as the difference between the 
Viceroy and himself was of a personal nature, disconnected with the operation 

[* Memorandum: Foreign Office, February, 1840.— It is well known that considerable alarm did 
exist with regard to the private treasuries ; and that arrangements were actually made for tfie convey¬ 
ance of one of them to Macao, as a place of security. But it very possible- that? tjjo -Agents of the 
Fast India Company did not feel the same degree of apprehension on this occggiou as the private 
merchants did, whose mercantile interests were perhaps more intimately conducted with a successful 
‘termination of Lord Napier’s minion to Canton than those of the Company’* Agents.] 
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of commerce, he requested that the cutter Louisa should be sent to Canton 
from Whampoa, to enable his’ Lordship to leave Canton immediately. 

13. After some negotiation, with the particulars of which we are 
unacquainted, the Chinese Government acceded to the request' irftule to them 
on account of the state of health of Lord Napier, that he should proceed to 
Macao, by the inner passage in a chop boat, where he arrived on the 2Gth 
September, and the trade is hourly expected to be resumed. 

. 14. By an early opportunity we will forward to your Honourable Court 
all tjie official and other correspondence which has occurred, pending the 
dispute in question; we are unable to do so by the present despatch, but as 
ships, sailjng from here in November, will offer a speedy conveyance, the 
delay will not be of long continuation. 

15. Under the circumstances occurring in Canton, we were unwilling, 
indeed- from the absence of the Chinese from the factory unable, to continue 
to receive cash into our treasury, but we shall re-open it immediately on the 
resumption of business; at the present moment the amount in the treasury is 
321,677,299 dollars. 

16. Mr. Thomas Charles Smith arrived at Macao, on the 10th of Sep¬ 
tember, by the ship Hythe, and took his seat as Second Member of the 
Honourable Company’s Agency in China, according to the instructions of the 
Honourable Court to that effect. 

17. Since writing the farmer part of this letter, the suspension has been 
withdrawn from the trade; and it is understood that the commercial proceed¬ 
ings will be conducted as usual, without further obstacles on the part of the 
Chinese Government arising from the recent misunderstandings. 

, We have, &c., 

(Signed) J. DANIEL. 

T. C. SMITH. ’ 

J. JACKSON. 


No. 17. 

J. H. Astcll, Esq., Secretary, to John Backhouse, Esq.—(Received 

March 14, 1835.) 


Sir, Macao, October 3, 1834. 

IN reference to my letter from this place, under date the 28th ultimo, 
I am directed by Ilis Majesty’s Superintendents to acquaint you, for the 
information of His Majesty’s Government, that the anticipation therein 
expressed, has been realized by the rc-opening of the trade at Canton on the 
29th ultimo. 

• T liavp &.(*. 

(Signed) ’j. H. ASTELL, 

Secretary. 


* No. 18. 

•i 

J.*F. Davis, Esq., Chief Superintendent . to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

February 23, 1835.) 


My Lord, . Macao, October 12, 1834. 

IT has become my painful task to announce to you the decease, on the 
11th instant, of the Right Honourable Lord Napier, His Majesty’s Chief 
Superintendent. His Lordship’s health had suffered some deterioration from 
the change of climate on the passage out; but the fever which terminated his 
life, was bropght on by the lipat and confinement of Canton, in the discharge of 
his duties; aggravated, it is to be feared, by the harassing and distressing 
annoyances which he experienced there from the Chinese, as well as by the. 
unnecessary .delay interposed on his passage down to Macao. 

• • G 2 
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'■ ' • Letters addressed, during Lord Napier’s illiicss, to Mr. Under-Secretary* 
Backhouse, and bearing date the 28tli ultimo, and 3rd instant, will already have 
apprized your Lordship, that the trade at Whampoa had been re-opened by,the 
Chinese, dn the retirement of the late Chief Superintendent to Macao. The 
Viceroy persisted thus far in the course with which lie first commenced, viz., 
the denial of the official character of Lord Napier, for the reasons stated in his 
Edicts, and the refusal to open any letter from him which was not superscribed’ 
.as a Petition, or to acquiesce in his residence at Canton. 

In the posture of affairs which has supervened, on the unfortunate 
event of Lord Napier’s decease, it will no doubt appear plainly t p your Lordship, 
as it does to myself, that during the actual progress of the trade of Hjs Majesty’s 
subjects in this country, and pending the reference home, it is the bounden 
duty of this Commission, most cautiously to abstain from any measures which 
may unnecessarily interrupt the present continuance of those commercial 
transactions with which such important interests arc connected. 

In the absence of any advances on the part of the Chinese, a state of 
absolute silence and quiescence on our part, seems the most eligible course, until 
further instructions shall be received from home. At the same time, that this 
line of procedure hazards nothing, and that the business of the shipping goes 
on, it may occasion to the Local Government, a feeling of uncertainty and 
suspense as to the future, calculated to draw from them some advances which 
might be turned to good account. < 

The translation of an Edict from the Local Government, relative to the 
two frigates, has just been received, and deserves particular notice. It is the 
same in every respect, as the ‘ documents always put forth against the stay of 
foreign vessels of war on the coast. JVhilc, however, it narrates every other 
movement of the two ships from their first arrival, it is remarkable that their 
passage of the forts, and their proceeding to Whampoa, are entirely suppressed. 

It is satisfactory to state, that. some delay, which had occurred in 
granting licenses to native pilots for conducting newly-arrived ships up the 
river, has just ceased, and that all vessels can proceed to Whampoa as formerly. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed), J. F. DAVIS, 

Ghief Superintendent. 


No. 19. 


J. F. Davis, Esq., to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 6, 1835.) 

My Lord, Macao, October 28, 1834. 

SINCE the date of my last communication, nothing has occurred to 
interrupt the regular and quiet progress of the British trade at Canton and 
Lintin. 

On the 16th instant, I obtained the copy of a report from ( the Local 
Government to Peking, relative to the circumstances connected with Lord 
Napier’s retirement from Canton, a translation of which is recorded on* the 
proceedings. The passage of the' river’s entrance by His Majesty’s ’ships* 
altogether suppressed in a previous document already noticed, is there men¬ 
tioned, but hinted very slightly, and represented as a*mere mistake; and, 
though it is stated that the fire from the forts was returned, the effect of the 
fire is made to appear quite trivial. The rest of the paper is in the same 
strain of misrepresentation. 

A rumour, which I have fair grounds for believing, although' as yet 
unsubstantiated in writing, states that the Viceroy has lost several steps in 
rank, and that he is recalled from office, on account of the latf proceedings at 
Canton. What is the precise nature of the charges against hifii, I carinot as 
yet ascertain; though it has been stated generally, that his punishment was'for 
“ deceiving the Emperor.” Any correct information on this important point, 



I <«haUi not omit to fMward to your Lordship, as soon as obtained, since ii: may 
materially influence the proceedings of His Majesty’s Government in regard to- 
an appeal to Peking, or otherwise. ' 

il will only observe, with reference to such an appeal, that should a measure- 
of. the kind;be ; determined on, not through a cumbrous and expensive Embassy, 
•with its attendant difficulties of ceremonies, but simply by means of a despatch 
tb the mouth of the Peking river; it might be recommended by such reasons as: 
the following. First, that up fact is better authenticated than the general 
ignorance 1 in which the Local Government keeps the Court, in regard to the 
Canton trade, aijd its treatment of Europeans; secondly, that Chinese prin¬ 
ciples sanction and invite appeals against the conduct of the distant delegates 
of the Emperor; thirdly, that a reference of the kind was so successful in 
1759, as to occasion the removal of a. Chief Commissioner of Customs, at 
Canton, though made by only a subordinate officer of the East India Company, 
Whatever may be the line of proceeding finally adopted by His Majesty’s 
Government, 1 have already, stated my conviction that during the progress 
of the commercial transactions of individuals, and awaiting the arrival of 
further instructions from England, this Commission has no other course to 
pursue, than that of absolute silence; unless, in the probable event very soon 
to be determined, of such spontaneous advauces being made by the Chinese 
Government, as might admit of the re-commenccmcnt of negotiations. 

That such an event is not probable, I should surmise, from the circum¬ 
stances of edicts having been issued by the Local Authorities (though as yet I 
have not obtained copies), confirming the first prohibition against the residence 
of the King’s Commission at Canton; and the Company’s Agents here have 
thereupon been requested by the Hong merchants not to sublet any portion of 
their factory to the Superintendents during the continuation of their lease. It 
is, moreover, desired that a Commercial Agent, called by the Chinese, a Tacpart, 
should be sent to Canton, and not a King’s officer. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS, 
Chief Superintendent. 


No. 20. 

Captain Elliot, Secretary, to John Backhouse, Esq. —( Received March 12, 1835.) 

(Extr.act.) Macao, November 1, 1834. 

I AM directed by the Chief Superintendent, to inclose the copy of a 
despatch addressed by him to the Right Honourable the Governor General, on 
the 28th ultimo, describing the actual state of public circumstances at this place, 
and* submittifig some general suggestions, with relation to his own intentions. 


Inclosurc in No. 20. 

J. F. Davis, Esq., to Lord William Bcntinck, Governor General of India. 

My Lord, Macao, October 24, 1834. 

THE copies of my despatches to, the address of Viscount Palmerston, under 
date the 12th and 13th instant, already forwarded to Calcutta, will have apprised 
your Lordship of the nfelancholy event of Lord Napier’? decease, after having 
exhausted every endeavour to establish his Commission at Canton. 

The trade, which was re-opened immediately on his Lordship’s retirement 
to Macao, is prosecuted by British subjects as usual; and I make no doubt of the’ 
extreme desire of the local authorities to avert by its continuance, as far as lies 
in their own pawer, any unpleasant consequences which they may apprehend from 
their-rejeotjon o£ the new British authorities. 
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I have seen the copy of a report forwarded hy the Canton government t* 
'Pekin, abounding in more than the usual share of misrepresentation common to 
Chinese documents. The entrance of the river hy His Majesty’s ships 
Imagene and Andromache, on Lord Napier’s requisition, is ascribed to 
ignorance on the part of their commanders, and the effect of their fire on the 
Chinese forts, when compelled to silence them, is confined to the “shaking of 
some rafters and tiles.” 

At the same time, that the local authorities have evinced their desire to con¬ 
tinue the trade, it is my duty to state, that I have no expectation of any voluntary 
advances from them towards the recognition of His Majesty’s Commission. 
The government of foreigners, through the medium of the Hong merchants, is 
a system too valuable to the Canton officers, in diminishing their responsibility, 
and enabling them to practise their heavy exactions with impunity, to be readily 
abandoned by them ; nor does there seem any chance of bettering thccondition 
of the English trade in this respect, unless His Majesty’s Government deem it 
expedient to adopt measures of coercion, in the event of the previous, and more 
eligible course of a reasonable appeal to Pekin, by the Yellow Sea, having been 
found to fail. 

I was informed by Lord Napier soon after his arrival, that any communica¬ 
tion with, or reference to, Pekin, was strictly forbidden by his instructions, without 
authority from home ; and this has been confirmed by a perusal of his Lordship’s 
papers subsequent to his decease. The season of the year, indeed, now precludes 
the adoption of such a course, a great deal earlier than the date at which replies 
might reasonably be expected from England ; and with regard to any measures 
of a coercive nature towards the local government (the policy and justice of which, 
except on the failure of an appeal to Pekin, might be questionable), I feel per¬ 
suaded, by the tenor of your Lordship’s correspondence on the occasion of the 
Select Committee’s reference to India, in 1831, that no steps of this nature would 
be adopted by your Lordship, except in the event of the commerce being sus¬ 
pended. 

Under these circumstances, and during the uninterrupted progress of the 
trade, it is clear to me that the duty of this Commission is to abstain from all un¬ 
invited approaches towards an intercourse with the government, and to observe a 
a perfect silence pending the references home. A few weeks more will ensure 
the arrival of replies from Pekin, and determine the conduct of the local govern¬ 
ment towards the Commission. No available opening would be neglected by me; 
and I would in such case, with the possibility of being useful, defer for another 
year my departure from China, notwithstanding my notice given in July last, 
and my engagement with the Company. On the other hand, should it, as I 
anticipate, appear certain that nothing remains to be done but to allow the trade 
to proceed as usual, until His Majesty’s Government shall have formed its ultimate 
decision, I may feel that I can be of more use in going home according to my 
original notice and intention, while the Commission is filled up ad interim accord¬ 
ing to His Majesty’s standing instructions to that effect. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) ' J. F. DAVIS. 


No. 21. 

J. F. Davis, Esq., to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 12, 1835.) 

« • 


My Lord, Macao, November 2, 1834. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of two edicts from the Viceroy, or 
Governor, of Canton, in which the English merchants are called upon to elect a 
Taepan (the term applied to the late Company’s Chief), to controul the English 
shipping, and prevent the smuggling system .at Lintin, • where nearly forty 
vessels are now anchored. They are besides directed to write home for a 
Taepan, who is to be a merchant, and not a King’s officer. * The object is of 
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eerarse to keep the controul of the English in the hands of the Hong merchants, a" 
System by which the local authorities lighten their own responsibility, arid are. 
enabled to practise their exactions on the trade with the greater impunity. 

I have, &c., • . 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS, 
Chief Superintendent . 


Inclosure 1 in No. 21. 

Edict'of the Governor of Canton , addressed to the Hong Merchants. 

October 19, 1834. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c. 

To the Hong merchants, requiring their full acquaintance with the contents 
hereof. 

In the trade of the English barbarians to Canton, the responsibility of 
transacting all commercial affairs has hitherto rested on the said nation’s 
Tacpan. This year the Company has been terminated and dispersed; and 
without any other appointment of a Tacpan having been made, a barbarian eye 
(Lord Napier) came to Cantdn, saying that he came for the purpose of 
examining into the affairs of trade. I, the Governor, commanded the merchants 
to inquire and investigate. The said barbarian eye did not obey the old regula¬ 
tions, but was throughout perversely obstinate. Now the assistant Foo, 
magistrate at Macao, has reported that Lord Napier has expired at Macao, in 
consequence of illness. For all affairs of trade it is requisite and necessary to. 
choose a person as head and director, that there inay be some one to sustain 
the responsibility. The merchants have already been before commanded to 
examine and deliberate, but have not yet made any report in answer. Uniting 
the circumstances, this order is issued. When the order reaches the said 
merchants, let them immediately obey, and act accordingly; and instantly make 
known to all the separate merchants of the said nation, that they are. in a 
general body, to examine and deliberate, what person ought to be made the 
head for directing the sSid nation’s trade, and forthwith to report in answer. 
Thereafter the responsibility of conducting public affairs shall rest on the 
barbarian merchant who becomes head and director. 

At the same time, cause the said barbarian merchants immediately to send 
a letter home to their country, calling for the immediate appointment of another 
Taepan, to come to Canton, in order to direct and manage. In the Celestial 
Empire, responsibility in the management of commercial affairs, &c., is laid 
upon the Hong merchants. It is requisite that the said nation should also select 
a commercial man, acquainted with affairs, to come hither. It is unnecessary 
agaiil to.appornt a barbarian eye or Superintendent, thereby causing hindrances 
and impediments. 

Let the said Hong merchants take also the circumstances of their enjoining 
these orders, and report in answ T er, for thorough investigation to be made. 
Oppose not. These are the orders. 

Taoukwang, 14th year, 9th moon, 17th day. (October 19, 1834.) 


■ - Inclosure 2 in No. 21. 

• • 

Reply of the Governor jof Canton to a Report made by the Hong Merchants. 

LOO, Governor of Kwanglung ahd Kwangse, &c., in reply. 

On examination, it appears, that with regard to the trade of the English 
barbarians at Canton, in all public affairs, I, the Governor, with the Superin¬ 
tendent of Customs at Canton, have always made the said Senior merchants 
responsible for'qpjoining orders on the Taepan for him to act. Now the 
Company has tennihatea and is dissolved, and the said nation’s barbarian 
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jenerthant* come hither tp trade, each for himself. If some other* Taepan be 
not appointed, all affairs will become scattered, out. of order, and without 
arrangement; just as is the case with the barbarian ships now anchored in- the 
offing of JVlaton, which neither come up to Whampoa to trade, nor yet get 
under weigh. And the said nation’s sampan vessels presume of themselves to 
sail in and out, not submitting to examination. And when ordered to inquire 
and investigate, the Hong merchants make excuses of-ignorance.; What, state 
Of things is this? 

. With respect to the barbarian merchants, .whether they have or have not a 
' directing head, is a point that in itself needs no great inquiry into. But we, o 
the Central flowery (or civilized) nation, always, in all matters of the outsid 
barbarians that relate to public affairs, make the said' Senior merchants above 
responsible. If the said merchants have any matter of a public nature, on what 
person then shall they enjoin orders to act? or shall they go to the extent of 
quietly leaving the matter disregarded ? 

When I, the Governor, commanded to decide respecting a person to be a 
directing head, it was with consideration as to the said Senior merchants 
transacting public affairs ; it was not at all with regard to the barbarians buying 
and selling. What the said merchants have reported, is wholly with respect to 
the bartering of goods; there is no regard shown to public affairs. This is, 
indeed, a great misunderstanding. Let them again consult and deliberate with 
their whole minds, and report in answer. And, at the same time, let them act 
in obedience to the other order, and make known to the said nation’s separate 
merchants, that they are immediately, with haste, to send a letter home to their 
country, calling for the renewed appointment of a commercial man acquainted 
with affairs, to come to Canton and sustain the duties of Taepan, to direct 
buying and selling, and to restrain and controul all the merchants. Specially, 
do not again cause a barbarian eye to come hither to controul affaire, thereby 
occasioning, as Lord Napier did, the creation of disturbances, in vain. All 
nations trading at Canton, do so in consequence of the good favour of the 
Celestial Empire towards men from afar. It is altogether necessary that they 
should obey, and act accordingly to the old rules ; then may there be mutual 
tranquillity. 

Taoukwang, 14th year, 9th moon, 18th day. (October 20, 1834.) 


No. 22. 

J. F. Davis, Esq., to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received, March 12, 1835.) 

My L ord, > Macao, November 5, 1834. 

HAVING been requested to submit to His Majesty’s Government the 
closed printed statement, I have the honour to forward the same, and 
remain, &c. 

(Signed) J.F. DAVIS. 


- . - ( Inclosure in No. 22. * * 

Statement of Objections to the continuance in China of <£ part of the East India 
Company's Factory, for the purpose of selling bills fin India, and purchasing 
bills on England, by making advances on the goods and merchandize of 
individuals intended for consignment to England. 

THE British Chamber of Commerce of Canton being strongly impressed 
with a conviction of the injurious consequences to the raerchqtile interests of 
their country, that must accrue from the East India Copipany continuing to 



‘maintain a part of-their factory in China, for the purpose of carryingortdtortings 
Uin>the sale and 'purchase of bills of - exchange, feel called on to brake a public 
» declaration of therr sentiments-on the subject. 

It is with deference submitted that this procedure of the .East India 
Company is an infraction of the Act, 3rd and 4th William IV. cap. 85, which 
declares that they “consented that their right to trade for their own profity in 
common'tvith other His Majesty’s subjects, Ire suspended,” and enacts accord¬ 
ingly that they shall “abstain from all commercial business which shall not be 
incident to the closing of their actual concerns, &c., or which shall not be 
carried on for the purposes of the said government;” which concluding excep¬ 
tion, it may be inferred, was designed to legalize their trading in those cases 
where it may be necessSry for realizing Indian revenue, but not their ‘applying 
that revenue to commercial purposes after being realized. It may undoubtedly, 
be argued that the purposes of the Company are promoted by the ultimate 
object of their dealings here, in transferring to London their surplus revenue ; 
yet, as ample facilities exist for the direct accomplishment of this, by the Court 
of Directors drawing on the Indian governments, as well as by these latter 
remitting bills drawn on London against shipments of Indian produce; it is 
presumed that the Legislature cannot have intended to sanction so wide a depar¬ 
ture from the principle of the Act as the trafficking without necessity, in the sale 
and purchase of bills, in a foreign country; the true object of which is, not 
merely to remit, but to make a profit in excess of the direct and natural rate of 
exchange ; a latitude of action? which, if allowed, would authorize any species of 
trading, equally with that in exchanges, for the sake of a better remittance. 

The twofold operation, carried on by the Company’s factory here, of selling 
one description of bills in order to buy others, [which falls under the legal defi¬ 
nition of trading,} is so opposite in its nature to the single and allowable object 
of drawing in London upon India, or buying bills for remittance from India to 
London, as to merit particular advertence. 

In India, the facility of obtaining money on shipments to London, arising 
from the Company’s extensive purchases of bills, tends to increase the de¬ 
mand for, and support the prices of, the productions of British terri¬ 
tories. But a similar facility, resulting from their dealings here, by acting as a 
powerful incentive to improvident speculation, tends to raise the prices of 
Chinese produce, arid thus to benefit a foreign country at the expense of the 
British consumer: wtfile, in an equal degree, the productions of our Indian 
territories are deprived of that stimulus which they would receive from the same 
’ operations carried on there. 

On the other hand, the Court of Directors’ bills on India, offered for sale in 
London, afford a means for the employment of individual capital, in place of 
counteracting it by the competition of Indian revenue; and may, therefore, be 
considered a still more appropriate inode of transferring this revenue to 
England. 

In throwing open the China trade to the whole British nation, the Lcgis- 
latflre .cannot surely have intended to abridge this right, by permitting the 
East India Company to shut out the British mercantile capital, which must 
necessarily be excluded from it, to the extent that they may occupy the field 
with the revenues of India; and should the Company’s dealings here, with the 
immense revenues of India at their command, be sanctioned by the Legislature; 
there is nothing to prevent the amount being, in future, almost indefinitely 
increased beyond the G00,0001. which they propose employing in the present 
year. 

But the mere circumstance of the Itulers of India having any participation 
whatever in the supply of funds to the China trade, is, of itself, calculated to 
deter the British capitalist from adventuring in a competition where his rivals are 
sovereigns, whose situation exempts them from subjcctiou to those principles by 
which purely mercantile operations are universally guided, and which experience 
has shown to he so indispensible to the well-being of every trade, that wide¬ 
spread ruin isy sooner or later, the certain result, whenever they are disregarded. 

The Rulers of India thus deterring by their overwhelming competition, * 
and, to the extent of their dealings here, entirely excluding the British capitalist 
from embarking in the trade, it is rendered, in a great measure, dependent on 
the Company, who,, regulating the annual amount of their commercial business 



by their convenience or caprice, become, in a certain degree, the arbiters of the 
merchant's proceedings at every stage* from the .price he has to pay for his tea; 
its qualities and quantities, to the rate of exchange of the dollar, and even the' 
rate of freight-; all contingent on the amount of capital supplied by the Com¬ 
pany, which being previously unknown to the free trader, he is effectually' 
precluded from any satisfactory calculation respecting his future plans. 

By permitting the revenues of India to be employed in the purchase of 
China produce, not only arc its prices enhanced, but a most serious barrier is 
interposed to the extension of the trade in British manufactures, which is always 
greatly promoted by transactions in barter; the necessities of the Chinese seller 
often forcing him to seek relief, by taking in exchange British goods, which are 
otherwise unsaleable, and for which a market is thus, as it were, created. How 
much is the inducement to this description of business lessened, when the 
Chinese merchant has the means of obtaining from the Company’s factory, two 
thirds of the value of his goods, and the chance of the English market, through 
the East India Company as his agents! 

It does not appear whether the Company’s factory are authorized to make 
advances on consignments to the British outports; but, if not, the circumstance 
will form an additional strong ground of objection to a plan which, in such case, 
will exclude the great majority of the British nation, who are out of the verge 
of the metropolis, from a due participation in the China trade. 

To the merchants and agents of Great Britain it may be left to express their 
sentiments respecting the proposal of the Court of Directors to act as consignees 
in London for parties receiving their advances; a proposal which, liberally seconded 
here, may, if permitted, attract to the Honourable Court no small portion of the 
agency of the China trade. 

Finally, it is submitted, that in this very peculiar country, where the bulk 
of -foreign trade is restricted to eleven Hong merchants, who are also the only 
medium of our intercourse with the Government, so large a command of capital 
in the hands of the Company’s factory, is susceptible of becoming a most 
powerful engine of influence, both commercial and political; in the former view, 
bringing with it, through an understanding with the Hongs, as close a 
monopoly of the most desirable teas as ever before existed; a monopoly less 
pure, because occult, and not controlled by Act of Parliament; in apolitical 
view, continuing the existence of an influential body, whom the Chinese have 
been accustomed to regard as paramount here, and whose readier access to the 
Hong merchants, from habit and old acquaintance, may, at any time, afford the 
means of counteracting His Majesty’s Representative. 


Jardine, Matheson, & Co. 
Ja. Innes. 

Arthur Saunders Keating. 
N. Crooke. 

John Templeton & Co. 


R. Turner & Co. 

J. McA. Gladstone. 
J. Watson. 

Wm. Sprott Boyd. 
Andrew Johnstone. 


British Chamber of Commerce, 
Canton, Oct. 9, 1834. 
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No. 23. 

Memorandum by the Duke of Wellington. 

March 24, 1835. 

*THE despatches and proceedings of the Commission of Superintendents in 
China, have given us all the information that we can acquire, up to the end of 
October, 1834 ; and as it is quite obvious, from the reports and proceedings, that 
the attempt made to force upon the Chinese authorities at Canton, an unaccus¬ 
tomed mode of communication with an authority, with whose powers and of 
whose nature tjiey had no knowledge, which commenced its proceedings by an 
assumption of power hitherto unadmitted, had completely failed ; and as it is 
obvious that such an attempt must invariably fail, and lead again to national 
disgrace ; and as it appears that, as soon as Lord Napier had withdrawn from 
Canton to Macao, the trade had been opened, that pilots had been allowed to 
take British ships up the river to Whampoa, and that the trade was flourishing 
as ever when the accounts came away; it appears that the time is come when 
the Cabinet may take into consideration the means of managing and regulating 
this affair jn future. 

It is quite obvious, that the pretext for the jealousy of Lord Napier and his 
Commission, stated by the Chinese, was his high-sounding titles; the reality, 
was his pretension to fix himself at Canton, without previous permission, or even 
communication, and that he ahould communicate directly with the Viceroy. 

It does not much signify, as far as the Chinese are concerned, what we call 
our officer in our language. He must not go to Canton without their permission. 
He must not depart from the accustomed mode of communication. 

For our own purposes, and for the sake of the trade, he must be a man of 
naval, military, or official rank and reputation: he must be one in whose firmness 
and discretion we can rely ; and he must have great powers to enable him to 
controul and keep in order the King’s subjects. 

By the 5th Clause of the 3rd and 4th William IV., c. 93, the King is 
enabled to appoint by Commission or Warrant, not exceeding three of his sub¬ 
jects to be Superintendents of the Trade of His Majesty’s subjects to and from 
China, to settle such gradation among the said Supcriiltendeuts, (one of whom 
shall be styled tlje Chief Superintendent,) and to appoint such officers to assist 
them in the execution of their duty; and to grant such salaries to Superintendents 
and officers as His Majesty shall, from time to time, deem expedient. 

The 6th Clause enables the King to give to the Superintendents, by Order 
in Council, power and authority over the trade of his subjects in China, to make 
regulations, by Order in Council, touching the said trade, and for the govern¬ 
ment of the King’s subjects within the said dominions; and to impose penalties 
and imprisonment for the breaen of the same, to be enforced, as specified in the 
said Order ; and to create a Court of Justice, with criminal and admiralty juris¬ 
diction, for the trial of offences, committed by His Majesty’s subjects within the 
said dominions, and the ports and havens thereof, and to appoint one of the 
Superintendents to be the officer to hold such Court, and other officers for 
executing the process thereof, and to grant such salaries as to His Majesty shall 
appear reasonable. 

The expense of the establishment formed under the authority of the Act ol 
Parliament, was £18,200. The offices were as follows : 

One Chief Superintendent 
. One Second Superintendent 
One Third Superintendent 
One Secretary and Treasurer . 

One Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 

One Chaplain • . 

One Surgeon ..... 

One Assistant Surgeon 
One Master Attendant 
One Clerk of a superior class, to act as 
Registrar of the Court of Judicature 


£ 18,200 


£ 

6,000 

3,000 

2,000 

1,500 

1,300 

1,000 

1,500 

800 

800 

300 


H 2 
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£ . I 

The Master Attendant has been abolished 800 

The Assistant Surgeon might possibly be 

discontinued ..... 800 

* The Third Superintendent to be dis¬ 
continued .2,000 

The Second Superintendent to receive 

£2,000 instead of £3,000. Saving . 1,000 

£4,600 
- 1 

Total remaining expense £13,600. 

I see that His Majesty has the power to appoint not exceeding three 
Superintendents. I would recommend one Chief Superintendent, and one 
Second Superintendent. 

The Act of Parliament enables the King, by Order in Council, to appoint 
one of the Superintendents to hold the Court. I would recommend that the 
Second Superintendent should be a'gentleman of the legal profession, and that 
he should be appointed to hold the Court. 

According to this mode of proceeding, the whole plan can he carried into 
execution without altering the Act of Parliament. 

It might be expedient to give the succession «to the office of Chief Superin¬ 
tendent, by warrnnt under the Sign Manual, to the Secretary and Treasurer 
instead of the Second Superintendent, lie being a gentleman of the legal 
profession, upon the death or sudden coming away of the First Superintendent. 

If provision should thus be made for really forming a Court, it would he 
necessary to frame some simple rules of practice, which might be carried into 
execution without the assistance of gentlemen of the legal profession, who would 
not he found in the Canton river. 

If the Cabinet should be disposed to adopt this plan, I would give immediate 
directions for the draft of the proposed Order in Council, to make the necessary 
alterations and arrangements. 

Some alterations must likewise be made in the Instructions to the Superin¬ 
tendents under the Royal Sign Manual. 

They are instructed to proceed to and reside at the port of Canton. 

The port of Canton is described as being within the Bocea Tigris, to which 
point it is stated that His Majesty’s ships are not to go. 

The Superintendents therefore are required to go to, and reside at, the place 
to which the Chinese authorities will not allow them to go, and at which they 
will not allow them to reside. , 

This and other matters require alteration. 

It will be in the power of the Government hereafter to decide whether any 
effort shall be made at Pekin, or elsewhere, to improve our relations with China, 
commercial as well as political. That which wc require now is, not to lose the 
enjoyment of what we have got. 

I would recommend, that till the trade has taken its regular peaceable course, 
particularly considering what has passed recently, there should always be within 
the Consul General’s reach, a stout frigate and a smaller vessel of war. 


No. 24. 

J. F. Davis, Esq.) to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 6, 1835.) 


My Lord, Macao, November 11*1831. 

. < 1 

I HAVE now the honour to inclose two additional edicts* from the 
Governor of Canton, resuming the purport of two preceding papers of the 19th 
and 20th October, already forwarded to your Lordship^ 

These have all been addressed, through the medium of th£ Hong mer¬ 
chants, to the principal mercantile houses of Canton, but we believe, have not 
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been otherwise noticed than to observe that constituted authorities from tl}e 
Crown being already here, no individual merchant can assume the office of Chief 
for British affairs. 

If the urgency of these edicts concerning the appointment of a* Chief may 
be viewed as affording (and I conceive that they do afford) a reasonable evidence 
of the Viceroy’s uneasiness and perplexity in the present unsettled stale of 
affairs at Canton, I would not reject the hope that some early advance on the 
part of the Local Government to the Commission is within the scope of a 
reasonable probability. 

Being duly sensible of the inconveniences that may attend the absence of 
a British controlling authority from Canton, I will only repeat the expression of 
my assurance; that this Commission will avail itself gladly of any favourable 
opening to commence a negotiation with the Local Government. 1 must, how¬ 
ever, state my conviction, that any adjustment ought to take place as the result 
of a mutual necessity ; and that an unbecoming and premature act of submis¬ 
sion, on our part, under present circumstances, could not fail to prove a fruitless, 
if not a mischievous, measure. 

An edict has been issued, through the influence of the Hong merchants, 
against the unlicensed traders, its object being, of course, to strengthen the 
monopoly of the Hongs. I have the satisfaction to observe that the difficulties 
of the Viceroy seem to have been increased by this measure. A considerable 
ferment has been created in the native commercial community; and a species of 
Trades-unions, composed of numerous bodies of manufacturers and dealers, have 
combined to molest the Hong merchants, and petition the government. 

A letter just received from a correspondent at Canton, informs me,—“ A 
large body of weavers and workmen proceeded to Mowqua and the other Hongs 
yesterday, and have to-day gone to the Viceroy’s palace.” 

As the Commission deemed it advisable, under existing circumstances, to 
issue a notice of a sedative character, to the British Traders at Canton, I inclose 
the copy of a circular which was sent to the principal mercantile houses on the 
10th instant. As there is every probability of its indirectly coming to the 
knowledge of the Local Government, it has been worded with that view, care¬ 
fully avoiding any expression that should pledge the C&mmission, or His 
Majesty’s Government, to atiy particular course of action, and leaving all things 
doubtful as to the future. It was deemed advisable to dwell on the impossibility 
of the private merchants dicing made a channel for the.communication to His 
Majesty of the wishes of the Chinese Government. British subjects are, at the 
same time, called upon to conduct their commercial dealings in becoming tran¬ 
quillity, until some fitting relations shall have been established with the native 
authorities. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 24. 

.■ * Edict of the Governor of Canton addressed to the Hong Merchants. 

LOO, hearing the insignia of the highest rank, degraded from official rank, 
but temporarily retained in the office of Governor of the provinces Kwangtung 
and Kwahgse, hereditary Kingcliaytoowei of the first class, &c., issues this 
order to the senior Hong merchants, requiring them to enjoin the order on the 
separate merchants of the.English nation, that they may make themselves 
fully acquainted therewith. 

England and the Central flowery Nation, separated from each other by 
several myriads of miles, have traded at Canton for a hundred and several tens 
of years. The means by which they have long continued mutually tranquil, 
have been the good and careful establishment of laws, and the possession of 
individuals to manage the direction of affairs. The said nation’s Company has 
hitherto appointed a Taepan to have the management of all public affairs. In 
the 10th year of Taoqkwang, (1830,) the then Governor, Lee, having learned, 
that after the 13tlf year the Company would terminate and ba dissolved, 
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commanded the Hong merchants to enjoin orders on the said nation's 
. merchants to send a letter home to their country, to call for the Tenewed 
appointment of a Taepan to come to Canton, as is in record. This year 
the Company has been dissolved, and for a Taepan there is no one. I, 
the Governor, was just giving orders to the Hong merchants to examine and 
deliberate, when in the 6th Moon (July), an English barbarian, Lord Napier, 
calling himself a barbarian eye, came to Canton to examine and manage 
commercial matters. Without having received a red permit from the Custom- 
. house, suddenly he rushed up into the barbarian factories outside the city, and 
there resided, f, the Governor, at that time commanded the Hong merchants 
to inquire and investigate for what he came to Canton, add immediately to 
state the same clearly, for the purpose of enabling me to make a report 
requesting the will and mandate of the Great Emperor, that the same might 
be obeyed and acted on. The said barbarian eye did not at all inform them of 
the occasion of his mission, but afterwards repaired to the city gate' to throw 
in a private letter. I, the Governor, because the fixed regulations of the Celes¬ 
tial Empire do not admit a private (or clandestine) interchange of letters with 
outside nations, found it inexpedient to receive it, hut commanded that the 
particulars contained in the letter should be told to the Hong merchants, that 
they might report the same. 

It being the said barbarian eye’s first entrance into the Central flowery 
land, so that he was yet unacquainted with tlpj rules and prohibitions, I took 
the old established rules and regulations, and commanded the Hong merchants 
to enjoin commands on him, telling him of the difficulty of opposing the fixed 
principles of dignity, and the propriety of keeping the old regulations, carefully 
and minutely explaining to and guiding him, twice and a third time. The 
said barbarian eye would not obey the perfect laws, hut pcrseveringly desired 
to have intercourse by official documents and letters, with the civil and military 
officers of the Central flowery land. But I found on examination, that the said 
nation has not heretofore had intercourse by official communications with the 
Central flowery land, and that trade also is not what officers can attend to ; that 
the matter, therefore, is one which positively cannot be brought into operation. 
The said barbarian eye still obstinately adhering to his own views and notions, 
the Hong merchants, on account of his disobedience of the laws, petitioned, 
requesting stoppage of trade. I, the Governor, considered that the said 
nation’s king had repeatedly presented tribute, thereby manifesting a reverential 
submission to the Celestial Empire, and that all the separate merchants have 
come from far across the seas, all purposing to fish for gain; also that the 
rhubarb, tea, &c., of this inner land, arc what the said nation absolutely 
requires, 1 could not, therefore, hear, on account of the fault of one man, 
Lord Napier, to cause all the merchants to fail of their gains, and the whole 
nation to he overwhelmed with sorrow. I further replied, again clearly and 
perspicuously, commanding the Hong merchants once more to explain to 
and direct him. And fearing yet that the Hong merchants, in enjoining orders, 
had failed of clearness and perspicuity, I gave a special appointment to the 
Chcfoo, (or Civil Chief Magistrate,) a great officer, to proceed, accompanied by 
the Military Commandant of Kwang Chow Foo, to inquire in person. It may 
he said that I showed compassion in the highest degree. But the said barbarian 
eye still did not tell plainly the occasion of his mission, nor would he receive" 
the Linguists as interpreters, so that the officers deputed, had no means of 
reasoning with and instructing him, and for all the merchants it was difficult to 
have commercial intercourse. It was unavoidable to close the ships’ holds 
according to law. 

At that time, clear orders were issued by proclamation, that if the said 
barbarian eye would come to a knowledge of repentance of his error, and’ would 
obey and keep the old regulations, then might the trade continue as of old. 
Yet the said barbarian eye did not come to a knowledge of his faifits ; but, in 
the first instance, called about him barbarian soldiers, bringing with them guns 
and muskets up to Canton, and followed up the same by calling on the cruizing 
ships to push in through the maritime entrance. And when the various forts 
opened a thundering fire to stop them, the cruizing vessqls had the daring . 
presumption to let off their guns, returning 1 resistance, and* so shaking and 
destroying the dwelling places within the forts; and they sailed on to Whampoa, 
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in the inner river. Instance upon instance they gave of contemptuous trifling,* 
going, indeed, far beyond the bounds of reason. 

On examination, I found that the things in which the said cruizing vessels ' 
trusted were only guns and fire; while the military bands of ^he # Celestial 
Empire could gather (densely) as the clouds, and their guns and weapons be 
collected together (abundantly) as the hills, I, the Governor, sent to assemble 
naval and military officers, with naval vessels to stop up the passage of the 
river before and behind, so that the said nation’s two cruizing vessels, with 300 
or 400 men, having entered far into the important territory, had no way cither 
of advancing or of going out. What difficulty would there have been in - 
immediately sweeping them off completely ? It was owing to this, that not 
having been-immediately exterminated, the said barbarian eye did repent of his 
crimes, and make humble supplication, and thereupon was allowed to obtain 
a permit to go down to Macao, as well as (for the ships) to retire to the 
outer sea's. 

I, the Governor, am fully of opinion that this affair did not proceed from 
intentions of the said nation’s King, and also that it had no concern with the 
general body of the merchants. Looking upwards, I have embodied the Great 
Emperor’s liberality (expansive) as heaven and earth, which regards all with the 
same benevolence, cherishes with virtue those from afar, and esteems not the 
array of force. The matters, as detailed from first to last, in the official-replies 
and edicts, were before printed and published by proclamation, being stuck up 
in the general thoroughfares. 'This is what the said separate (British) merchants 
have all universally known, and universally seen. 

Now the opening of the port of the metropolis of Canton to trade is owing 
to the good favour of the Celestial Empire. The few', mean, petty hundreds of 
thousands of commercial duties, arising from outside realms, affect not the 
treasures of the revenue the value of a hair, or a feather’s down. 

And what the said nation’s merchants furnish towards these gains from 
commerce is eommited but by thousands. The said nation’s King, in sending 
Lord Napier hither, assuredly did not command hint to create trouble, or to 
indulge rashness, hastiness, and waywardness. If now there were a person 
from another country to go to England, and thus occasion*commotion, the said 
nation’s King certainly would not bear with him. Were it not for the expansive 
benevolence and grdat liberality of the Great Emperor, Lord Napier having 
failed in the command* and disgraced the country, all the merchants would 
, have had to go back, after labour in vain, with their wealth and property 
injured and wasted; could they, as at this time, have been all rendered grateful 
by the enjoyment of pleasure and profit ? 

It is now reported to me, that Lord Napier has died of sickness at Macao. 
The said separate merchants have opened their holds, buying and selling; which 
shows in all the merchants a profound knowledge of the great principles of dignity. 
It is altogether worthy of praise and esteem. But the ships are many, and the 
individuals numerous, rendering unavoidable a want of combination, order, and 
arrangement. - It is plain that there should be one or two trustworthy, honest 
men selected, to ha\jp a temporary controul and direction. Thus may there be 
for all things a responsibility. At the same time, they should immediately, 
wi)h speed, send a letter to their country, stating, that although the Company 
is dissolved, yet, as the said nation trades here, it is absolutely requisite that 
there be a person to have the management of all public affairs; and that a 
commercial man, thoroughly acquainted with the great principles of (Jignity, 
should still be appointed by the said nation, to become a Taepan, and come to 
Canton to direct and controul. This is an affair of buying and selling ; it is not 
what officers can attend to the management of. In this inner land, the Hong 
merchants are always held responsible; and so the said nation also positively 
must select and appoint^a trading man! On no account may an official eye be 
again appointed, to occasion, as Lord Napier did, the creation of trouble and 
disturbance, in vain, and the involvement of all the merchants, which is 
detrimental t<f a right course of things. 

Uniting the circumstances, this edict is issued. When the edict reaches ' 
the said (Hong) jnerchants, let them immediately enjoin and make known these 
orders. Oppose not. A special edict. 

14th year of£ Taoukwang, 9th moon, 21st day. (October 23rd, 1834.) 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 24. 

• # . 

Edict of the Governor of Canton addressed to the Hong Merchants. 

November 6, 1834. 

LOO, Secondary Guardian of tlie Heir-Apparent, bearing insignia, of the 
•highest rank. President of the Tribunal of War, Governor of the Provinces 
Kwangtung and Kwangse, Hereditary King-chay-too-wei ©f the first class, 
degraded from official standing, but retained in office, &c., issues .this order to 
the Senior Ilong Merchants, to be enjoined on the separate merchants of the 
English nation, requiring their full acquaintance with the contents thereof. 

It is on record, that on the 1st day of the 10th moon in the 14th year of 
Taoukwang (November 1st), the following Supreme Mandate was respectfully 
received. 

“ The English barbarians have an open market in the inner land, hut there 
has hitherto been no interchange of official communications ; it is however 
absolutely requisite, that there should be a person professing general controul, to 
have the special direction of affairs. Let the said Governor immediately order 
the Hong merchants to command the said separate merchants, that they scud 
a letter back to their country, calling for the appointment of another person as 
Taepan to come for the controul and direction of commercial affairs, in accord¬ 
ance with the old regulations. Respect this.” 

On examination, it appears that whereas the English Company having this 
year been dissolved and ended, all the separate merchants come to trade at 
Canton, and affairs arc under no general controul; I, the Governor, did issue 
orders to the said merchants to enjoin orders on the said nation’s separate 
merchants, requiring them to send a letter back to their country, to call for the 
appointment of another person as Taepan, to come to Canton, to have the 
controul and direction, as is on record. 

Now the above paving been respectfully received, I forthwith reverently 
copy it, and command obedience thereto. When this order reaches the said 
merchants, let them immediately pay obedience, and enjoin orders, on the 
separate merchants of the English nation, that they respectfully obey the 
mandate and pleasure of the Great Emperor, immediately sending a letter back 
to their country to call for the appointment of another person, a commercial 
man, thoroughly acquainted with the great principles of dignity, to come to 
Canton and direct commercial affairs, that there may be an undivided respon¬ 
sibility. An official eye must not be again appointed, occasioning, as did Lord 
Napier, the creation of disturbances, in vain, with the involvement of all the 
merchants, and with detriment to public affairs. Oppose not. A special 
order. 

14tli year of Taoukwang, 10th moon, 4tli day. (November 6,1834.) 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 24. 

• Notice to British Subjects in China. 

Macao, November 10, 1834. 

THE Superintendents have during the last few weeks devoted their serious 
consideration to the state in which past occurrences have placed His Majesty’s 
Commission in China, and think it due to the British Community to afford 
to them the following succinct statement of tlieii; views bn the subject. 

Any determination in regard to the future, which it may seem fit to Ilis 
Majesty in his wisdom to adopt, the Superintendents will not presume to anti¬ 
cipate. It has been their duty humbly to submit a full detail of all the events 
which have transpired since the arrival of the .Commission id pinna, and this 
they have faithfully performed. It is proper to add, that in* accordance with 
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instructions under the Royal Sign Manual, a transcript of the same report has 
been forwarded in duplicate to his Excellency the Right Honourable the’ 
Governor-General of India. 

Adverting then to the situatidn in 'Which His Majesty’s servants have b$en ‘ 
placed by the denial of the Canton Government to acknowledge, their public 
character, or admit them to official communication, they danhot but regret the 
inconveniences which may result to both English and Chinese from so strange 
and anomalous a state of affairs. It is manifest, that under these circumstances, 
no channel exists for the conveyance, ip an authentic shape, of any expression 
of the views or wishes of the Chinese Government to Ilis Majesty’s knowledge. 
'I’he local authorities, after having from the very first arrival of the Commission’ 
on their shores, ’ persisted in rejecting the only legitimate means of com¬ 
munication, -have no reasonable ground of complaint, should their.requisitions 
remain unanswered. 

The Superintendents are led to make the preceding reflections in conse'- 
quencc of its having come to their knowledge that several papers have been 
addressed to the private merchants at Canton, purporting to emanate from the 
Local Government, and containing matter which it is desired may be submited 
to Ilis Majesty’s knowledge. After making every allowance for the strangeness 
of the Chinese to external relations, it is difficult to believe that the Canton 
authorities, who constantly profess to act in conformity to reasonable principles, 
should have voluntarily placed themselves in so false a position. To judge by 
mere intrinsic evidence, it might be fairly inferred that the particular papers 
alluded to were not authentic. Any other conclusion would involve the extra¬ 
vagant belief that the high officers of the Chinese Government, enlightened men, 
and practised in the proprieties of public business, would place themselves in 
the helpless position of attempting to convey the wishes of their own Sovereign 
to Ilis Majesty the King of England through the incongruous medium of 
commercial correspondence. Such a course would be at variance with all sound 
principles of dignity, and a departure from every dictate of reason. It would be 
to derogate from the majesty of their own Sovereign, and to expose themselves 
to the certainty of preventing their communications from receiving the slightest 
degree of attention. 

Under present circumstances, the Superintendents must at once declare that 
they cannot see the least occasion to open communications with the local 
authorities. However ptuch they might have deemed it their duty, if suitably 
approached, to forward a decorous communication to His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, they must repeat that in the actual state of things they consider 
themselves bound to await in perfect silence ' the final determination of 
the King. 

Pending this interval, the Superintendents have to submit some few 
suggestions to Ilis Majesty’s subjects resident in China, and they do so in a 
spirit of serious earnestness, and with the conviction that the vast importance 
of the subject will insure to their remarks the most attentive consideration. 
They formally counsel and enjoin the King’s subjects, each in his own place, 
and by k all the influence of his example, to avoid or prevent the chance 01 
affording a plausible .ground of complaint to the Chinese, and to refrain, as 
much as possible, from allusions to the past, dr anticipations with regard to the 
future. In fine, to impress the Local Government and the people, by the 
deliberate reserve of their conduct, with a proper sense of the confidence reposed 
in our Sovereign’s wisdom to conceive and power to execute any measures 
which may be deemed necessary for the establishment of all things on, a sure 
and permanent foundation. 

If any well founded complaint against the conduct of the Chinese authorities 
towards British subjects should arise, the Superintendents trust that it will be 
preferred to them, and that the decision, as to the best' course to he pursued, 
will be remitted to their judgtnent. They deem it superfluous to insist upon 
their desire to give to shell questions the most anxious consideration; and to 
provide the most suitable way bo a remedy. 

The Superintendents will only observe, in conclusion, that these suggestions 
with regard to the procedure of British subjects under existing circumstances, 
have by ho means been made because they apprehend that the advice, may be 
practically nec6ssary, but rather to draw attention to the subject, with a view 
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to inducing such a temperate and judicious course of conduct during the 
interval of the reference to the Supreme Powers, as shall ensure the most 
prosperous results. 

By order of the Superintendents. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Secretary. 


No. 25. 

Captain Elliot to J. Backhouse, Esq.—(Received April <3, 1835.) 

(Extract.) Macao, November 17, 1834. 

I AM desired by the Superintendents to transmit a document, recently 
procured, containing the imperial answers to the communications forwarded to 
Peking by the Local Government, announcing the forcing of the Bocca Tigris 
Passage by His Majesty’s ships, in the month of September last. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 25. 

Edict of the Governor of Canton, containing tJic Imperial answers respecting 
British intercourse and the arrival of Lord Napier at Canton. 

I, THE Governor, on the 13th day of the 8th moon, in the 14th year 
of Taoukwang (September 15th), united with Tsang, the Commander-in-Chief 
of the land forces, together with your Excellency the Fooyuen and Chung the 
Ifoppo, in forwarding, by the post conveyance, a duly prepared report of the 
English ships of war having sailed into, and anchored in the inner river,—of 
precautionary measures having been taken against them,—and of those who 
guarded (the port) with such remissness,—with the officers who had neglected 
their guard, having been severely degraded, and subjected to inquiry. Now, on 
the 17th day of the 9tfi month (October 19th), the foljowing reply in vermilion 
has arrived :— . 

“ It seems that all the forts have been erected in i/ain ; they cannot beat 
back two barbarian ships ;—it is ridiculous—detestable. If the military opera¬ 
tions be reduced to such a state as this, it is not surprising that the barbarians 
regard them slightingly. My further pleasure shall be given. Respect this.” 

On the same day was received an express from the Tribunal of War, 
forwarding the following Supreme Mandate, received by the Cabinet on the 3rd 
day of the 9th moon, in the 14tli year of Taoukwang (October 5th). 

“This day it is authenticated, that Loo and his colleagues have sent a 
report by post, of the English ships of war having broke into the inner river, 
and of their having dispatched forces to drive them 'out, . __ . 

“ On this occasion, the English barbarian eye, Lord Napier, having come 
to Canton to trade, did not obey the laws. The said barbarian ships of war, 
two in number, with 300 and some tens of men, having anchored in the outer 
seas, the said Governor did, during the 6th moon, forward a communication V. 
the Naval Coinmander-in-Chief, Le, for the appointment of a Tsantseang, Kaou- 
e-yung, to proceed to the maritime entrance, and maintain a preventive guard ; 
and for directions to be given to the officers of the Admiral’s own division, to 
command and maintain a strict and close look-out on the forts. And, after the 
said Governor and colleagues had, according to laws, closed the ships’ holds, he 
again sent a communication for a preventive guard to be maintained, that the 
barbarian ships might not be permitted to'enter the port. But, after all, they 
were so remiss in keeping up guard, that the said 6hips of war, on thp 5th day 
of the 8th moon (September 7th), taking advantajge of the flood-tide, broke in 
through the maritime entrance; and when the military of the, several forts 
.opened a thundering fire on them, the said barbarian ships let off their guns, 
attacking them in return, and passed on. On the 9th, they arrived at 
.Whampoa reach, at a distance of 60 lee froin the city, and*there anchored. 
The said Governor and colleagues have now appointed a ipval force with 
severity to drive them out. i 
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,f Kaow-e-yung, Tsantseang of the Admiral of Kwangtung’s own division, 
having been sent in the 6th moon, to maintain a preventive guard at the 
maritime entrance, his presuming to suffer the said barbarian force to sail into- 
the inner river, was extremely negligent. As to his assertion, that the barbarian 
ships took advantage of the tide, and sailed in with the wind, so thht fhey could 
not be stayed or hindered, it is difficult to insure that it has not been his 
purpose to embellish and gloss over the thing. Let Kaow-e-yung be, in the 
first instance, degraded from his rank, and made to bear the Cangue before all 
men, at the maritime entrance. And further, let the said Governor ascertain 
clearly if he be guilty of the offence of having, with contemptuous waywardness, 
glossed the matter over ; and if so, let him immediately, with severity, forward 
accusation against him, awaiting the officers who kept the forts with such care¬ 
lessness and neglect, since there were additional men appointed to aid in keeping 
them, be all, in the first instance, subjected to wear the Cangue, in all the 
forts publicly., as a warning. At the same time, let inquiry be made respecting 
the circumstances of their neglect and wayward indulgence, and let accusation 
be also preferred against them. 

“ With regard to Le, the Naval Commander-in-Ghief, the maritime guard 
is under his especial care; but the said barbarian ships broke in through the 
entrance, and all the forts and military in charge of them, could not beat back 
two barbarian vessels. It is indeed deserving of most bitter detestation! It 
seems that all the forts have been erected in vain. If the operations of war be 
reduced to such a state as this, what is it that the said Commander-in-Chief is 
daily attending to ? Lee has at present., on account of illness, preferred a request 
for relaxation. He is certainly unworthy of employment. Let him, in the first 
instance, be degraded from his rank ; and after the affair is settled, my further 
pleasure and decree shall be made public. 

“ Loo, Governor of the two Kwang provinces, having stated that, in the 
6th moon, he sent communications and held consultations concerning the 
adoption of preventive measures, the affair is not to be compared with one 
unanticipated, to which the land cannot be at once applied. lie ought certainly 
to have selected and appointed vigorous individuals to make preparations and 
maintain a strict guard. IIow r comes it that the said .barbarian ships were 
suffered to enter the river, and could not be prevented or kept back ? It arises 
from the said Govesnor’s want of plans and lack of valour. The blame he 
cannot cast off. lie has injured the Majesty of the nation, and has greatly 
failed of the duties of his ministry. Let Loo be deprived of the title, Guardian 
of the Heir-apparent; let his two-e) T cd peacock’s feather be plucked out; and 
let him, in the first instance, be degraded from his official standing, but tempo¬ 
rarily retained in the office of Governor of the two Kwang provinces ; that, 
hearing his offences upon him, he may direct the arrangement (of this affair). 
Should lie truly arrange it speedily, and end it with security and propriety, he 
may yet receive some little indulgence and slight diminution of his sentence. 
If he continue to involve himself in errors, and cause future misfortunes, he 
must l>e acted with according to martial law, without admission of any 
indulgence. Tremble fearfully Iiereat. He attentive hereto. Respect this.” 

On the same da^ was also received a letter from the great Ministers of the 
Council, addressed to 11a, General Commandant of the city garrison; Loo, 
Governor of the two Kwang provinces; and Ke, Fooyucn, announcing the 
issue, on the 3rd day of the 9th moon, in the 14th year of Taoukwang, of the 
following supreme mandate. 

" Loo and his colleagues have sent a report, by a speedy post conveyance, 
of the English barbarian ships having broke into the inner river, and of forces 
having been dispatched to drive them out. My decree and pleasure have 
already been plainly delivered, directing the several punishments of the said 
Governor and others. * 

“ Oft this occasion; the English ships of war having anchored in the outer 
seas, during the 6th moon of the present year. Loo did send communications to 
the Naval Cqmmander-in-Cliief Lee, calling for a strict and close preventive 
guard. Had, indeed, a preventive guard been kept with fidelity and vigour, • 
how could the inner river have been broken into? But on the 5th day of the 
8th moon (Segt&nbcr 7th), thq said barbarian ships of war, taking advantage of 
the flood-tide, broke in through the maritime entrance ; and when all the 
military opened fa thundering fire upon them, they had the presumption to let 
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bff their guns, returning resistance. And, after the passage of the forts at the 
Bogue, and on Kwangtung had been forced, they., on the 7th, passed straight on 
by the Tiger Island fort; and, on the 9tli, arrived at Whampoa reach, distant 
sixty lee from the city, and there anchored. It seems that all the forts have 
been erected in vain; they cannot beat back two barbarian ships; it is 
ridiculous!—detestable! If the military operations be reduced to such a 
state aS this, it is not surprizing that the outside barbarians regard then) 
slightingly. 

“ Now the said Governor and colleagues report that they have set''apart 
twelve large vessels, and having filled each of them with a thousand peculs of 
large stones, have sunk them crosswise;—that in the water* they have had 
large cables stretched across; and that they have further had wooden spars laid 
on the surface of the water, to stop up the passage by water to the city. Also, 
that they have appointed two large war vessels of the Admiral’s own division, 
and six large vessels, the main squadron, with twenty-two river cruizing vessels, 
from the various stations of the districts Sin-liwuy and Shun-tih, with men and 
military munitions, to keep up a strict cruizing guard. They have further 
appointed 300 troops from the* Governor’s own regiments, 300 from the 
Fooyucn’s own regiments, 700 from the Comniander-in-ChiePs division of 
army, and 300 able-bodied men from the district militia, to prepare guns and 
musketry on either shore, In order to guard the land-passages. To the 
Ta-hwang-liaon branch of the river, they have sent Tsantseang Loo, Peih 
yuen, with above twenty cruizing boats, to obstruct the passage there; and 
wooden spars have also been used to stop up the river. Likewise, on the river 
opposite, wooden palisades were set up ; and the Tooszc Hung-fa-ko has been 
sent, at the head of 500 veteran troops of the Governor’s own, and with a 
naval force of 100 men, to move thither portable guns, and also large guns, 
calculated even to rend hills and cause terror afar oft’. Of these men, 150 have 
been placed in charge of the fort, and 350 encamped without, in readiness to 
come up to their aid- 

“ Loo, fearing that the Macao barbarians, the Portuguese, might he enticed 
over by the English barbarians, dispatched the Footseiing Tsin-yu-chang, with 
a civil officer, to command them plainly, and to spread themselves about, and 
also to keep watch over all things, that no evils of rerfiissness might arise. The 
said Portuguese barbarians manifested, in a high degree^ reverential submission, 
and were excited to express their willingness to keep guard themselves. These 
arrangements were exceedingly proper. 

,c Further, in a supplementary report, it is stated, that at this time the 
passage before (the ships of war) is completely stopped up in two places, and 
behind them also, at Chang-chow-kang (near second bar) large stones have 
been quarried and made ready, and 300 troops of the * brave and pure’ ‘Regi¬ 
ment have been sent, under command of the Yew-keih Wang-luh, to maintain 
guard ; that, as soon as the war vessels from Kec-shih and other places, have 
entered the river, the stones may be immediately used to block up the river 
within. The said barbarian vessels will then have no passage for going ’out. 
.... They have further prepared a hundred and some 4,ens of Vessels, large 
and small, in which have been secretly concealed saltpetre, sulphur, fire wood, 
straw, and other combustibles, for the purpose of an attack by fire. 

“ The English barbarians are of a violent and overbearing disposition, and' 
they cherish plans great and deep. This has long been the case. On this 
occasion, the barbarian vessels arc only two in number, and the foreign sailors 
do not exceed 300 or 400 men. If, indeed, the passages for advancing and 
retreating be both cut off, ‘ the beast will then be taken—the fish caught;’ what 
difficulty can there be in making a clear sweep in a moment? The said 
barbarian eye, I^ord Napier, having stated that he came to Canton, to trade,— 
why, when the ships' holds had been closed, did he craftily think to carry it 
with a high hand, and go to the daring extreme of having the ifiner river 
broken into, and of havings guns fired, returning* resistance? He went, indeed, 

_ far out of the bounds of reason. It is to be. apprehended that*there are yet 
other ships, staying at a distance, ready to bring in aid to him. It is very 
requisite to inquire fully with sincerity and earnestly,taking into view the 
whole field (of action,—literally, the whole class*board). * 

“ When the said Governor and his Colleagues receive this my pleasure, 
they arc required immediately, and with full purpose of liAarf, to meet , for 



consultation, and arrange the business securely and speedily. When once the 
said barbarian eye is brought under, his schemes exhausted, and his power 
isolated, so that he bows his head and confesses his faults, a slight, trifling 

indulgence may then be extended to him.Immediately direct the Hong 

merchants to explain to him the evil consequences (of his" conduct), to 
reprove his presuming to use guns and fire, and also to demand of him the 
cause of his having come to Canton. If he still continue obstinately blinded, 
and do not arouse, but remain perverse as before, let then the said Governor 
and his Colleagues arrange and direct the military operations, and set in motion 
the machinery of expulsion and destruction. It is absolutely requisite to make 
the said barbarian gye tremble and quake before the Celestial Majesty, and 
penitently, arouse to reverential submission. Should the said Governor and 
his Colleagues continue their former negligence, and stir up great misfortunes, 
I, the Emperor, will know only how to maintain the laws. If disturbances be 
occasioned, there shall decidedly be no chance left of indulgent favour. 
Tremble hereat. Be attentive hereto. Let this be forwarded by a despatch 
travelling f>00 lee (daily), and let all the commands herein contained be made 
known. Respect this.”. 

In obedience to the supreme pleasure, we, (the Ministers of the Council) 
forward the same. 

All the above having come before me, the Governor, I have examined, 
and find that the barbarian eye, Lord Napier, lias already been driven out 
under guard, and that the ships of war, also, retired on the same day to the 
outer seas, as wc have already jointly reported. Copies of the several reports 
have been forwarded to you. 

With regard to the careless guard officers, the acting Tsantsciiug of the 
admiral’s central division, Tsan-fci-yang has, before this, brought up to Canton 
the Tsientsung Le-hung-tac, and other officers, ten in number ; and they have 
been sent to the Ancliasze of Kwangtung, that, in conjunction with ilie 
Porehingszc, lie may try them by torture, to ascertain if they were guilty of 
illicit connection (with foreigners), and of purposed connivance, in order that 
they may he severally decided respecting, and dealt with. This is on record. 

Now, having respectfully received the above, l.send a communication, 
requesting that Kaou-t*-yung may be brought to Canton to he tried and dealt 
with ; and I also send directions to the Poochingsze and Auchasze, that they, 
in conjunction with the Yum-yun-sze, may pay respectful obedience, and act 
accordingly. I also direct them to bring up the Tseintsung Le-heang-tae, and 
the others for immediate trial, that decisions may he passed severally on them, 
and that they may he dealt with accordingly, without either the least 
precipitancy or delay. Besides this, I send, as is right, a communication to 
you. For this purpose, I unite the circumstances, and send this communication 
to your Excellency, that you may inquire the supreme pleasure, in order 
respectfully to obey it, act according to it, and put it in operation. 


• No. 20. 

J. F. Davis, Esq , to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 10, 1835.) 


My Lord, Macao, November 18, 1834. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the translation of a report to 
Peking, from the Local Government, which has been .Obtained through native 
agency, and which contains some admissions which were probably not intended 
to r^jch Europeans.- t It is Observable that the revenue derived from English 
trade, fhough professed to be . held lightly, is still declared therein to demand 
care for its preservation; and great reliance is placed on the love of gain by 
which the foreigners are said to be distinguished. 

It is also remarked, that the utmost care must be taken to avoid “‘a 
bloody rupture” with the Europeans, who,,though otherwise unadvanced, excel 
in the knowledge of “ guns and fire-arms and the Emperor himself, in a paper 
already forwarded, holds the Vicerov strictly responsible for any mischief which 
may arise. ^ '■ . ■ . 
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. The English merchants at Canton, having been advised by the Viceroy, to 
elect, for themselves “a trading Taepan,” who should be responsible to the 
Local Government for the acts of his countrymen,* returned a reply on the 10th 
instant, which is recorded on our proceedings. They therein state that no 
authority of the kind could be held by any person without the sanction of the 
Crown, by whose appointment, officers had been already nominated to Canton. 
No farther observation has yet come from the Viceroy, and the trade proceeds 
as usual. The proceedings against the unlicensed dealers are gradually 
relaxing. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J.,F. DAVIS, 

Chief Superintendent. 

P.S. The joint edict of the Viceroy and Iioppo, upon the subject of the 
unlicensed dealers, has just been translated, and is herewith forwarded. • 


Inclosure 1 in No. 26. 

Secret Memorial from the Officers of the Local Government of Canton 

to the Emperor. 

FURTHER, on the subject of the English nation’s trade with Ivwangtung. 
The said nation has hitherto had an establishment called Kung-pan-ya (office 
for public management, or Company, from Portuguese Compariha), for directing 
the buying and selling of the whole country; it was also named Kungsze 
(public managing body). The said Company (Kungsze) appointed chief, 
second, third, and fourth Supracargocs to come, to Canton, for the general 
direction of commercial affairs, and lor a restraining controul over the barbarian 
merchants. In the 10th year of Taoukwang (1830), the Hong merchants 
reported, that in the 13th year, the period of the said nation’s Company would 
he accomplished, and the said nation’s barbarians would each trade for himself. 
Fearing that affairs would be under no general controul, the former Governor, 
your Majesty’s Minister, Lee, commanded the Hong merchants to enjoin 
orders on the Taepan (Chief Supracargo), to send a letter home to his country, 
(to the effect) that, if the Company were indeed dissolved, it was directed that 
a Taepan, acquainted with the affairs, should still be directed to come to 
Canton, to controul and direct the trade. 

This year, I, your Majesty’s Minister, Loo, with the Superintendent of 
Customs, Chung, having ascertained that the said nation’s Company was 
dissolved, commanded the Hong merchants to deliberate well on the subject, as 
it was imperative that affairs should be made subject to some undivided respon¬ 
sibility, iu order that they might not be totally without combination, order, and 
arrangement. 

In the 6th moon, an English ship of war brought to Canton a barbarian 
eye, l^ord Napier, one individual who said that ho came to Canton for the 
purpose of examining into and directing commercial affairs. He brought witlv_ 
him a family, females and young children, five in all, whom he settled at Macao. 
The ship of war, which was ascertained to have a crew of 190 persons, anchored 
in the outer sea; and the said barbarian eye changed his vessel, and came up 
to reside in the barbarian factories outside the city. I, your Majesty’s Minister, 
Loo, having received reports hereof from the civil arid military district officers, 
immediately addressed a communication to the Naval Commander-in-chief, for 
him to station vessels to cruize about and Jicep guard at the Rogue, and other 
places. I also gave orders to the men and officers in the forts, to keep up a 
strict and close preventive guard, not to permit the said 'ships of war tb enter 
the port, or the foreign females to come up to Canton. 1 also commanded the 
Hong merchants Woo-tung-yqen (Ilowqua), to investigate whjr the said 
barbarian eye had come to Canton; that if it were because it was requisite— 
the Company being dissolved and at an end—to establish fresh .regulations of 
trade, he should immediately inform the said Hong merclvants, that they might 
present a report, and so enable me to make a complete memorial, reverently 
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awaiting (your Majesty’s) mandate and pleasure, to which obedience, sboujd 
then be directed. 

The said barbarian eye ftould not receive the Ilong merchants, but after¬ 
wards repaired to the outside of the city, to present a letter to me, your 
Majesty’s Minister, Loo. On the face of the envelope, the forms &nd style of 
equality were used; and there were absurdly written the characters Ta-yiug 
Rwo, “great English nation,” (for Great Britain). Examining at that time, it 
appeared, that in keeping apart the central and the outside (people), what is of 
the highest importance is a maintenance of dignity and sovereignty. Whether 
the said barbarian eye has or has not official rank, there are no means pf 
thoroughly asceftaining. But though he be an officer of the said nation, he yet 
cannot write letters on equality with the frontier officers of the Celestial Empire. 
As the thing concerned the national dignity, it was inexpedient to allow a 
tendency of any approach or advance, by which lightness of esteem may be 
occasioned. Accordingly, orders were given to Han-shaou-Ring, the Footseang 
in command of the military forces of Kwang Chow Foo, to tell him authorita¬ 
tively, that, by the statutes aud enactments of the Celestial Empire, there has 
never been intercourse by letters with outside barbarians, that commercial 
matters should be petitioned respecting, through the medium of the Hong 
merchants, and that it is not permitted to offer or present letters. 

Again, considering that he was stupid and unpolished, coming from without 
the bounds of civilization, and that, it being his first entrance into the Central 
flowery land, he was yet unacquainted with the rules and prohibitions, it 
appeared undoubtedly right, first to explain to him and guide him, to enable 
him to know what he was to obey and act in compliance with. I, Loo, selected 
and made an arrangement of the rules and orders, established by reports, at 
various periods (to the throne), for the regulation of the trade of barbarians ; 
and commanded the Hong merchants to enjoin the same, pointing out, and 
guiding him in, the way; and also to inform him that outside barbarians possess 
an open market at Canton, only because of the good favour of the sacred 
Empire towards (the dw T cllcrs on) the sea-coasts ; but that in no way are the 
mean, petty, commercial duties regarded as of importance ; that the said nation 
has traded here for beyond a hundred and some tens of years, and for all affairs 
there arc old regulation^; and that since the said barbarian eye has come for 
commercial purposes, he should at once obey and keep the regulations; but if 
he do ‘not so, he shall then not be permitted to trade at Canton. First and last, 
on four several occasions, were clear orders given. 

Afterwards the said merchants reported in answer, that the said barbarian 
eye w T ould not obey the orders enjoined by them, but averred that he is an 
officer and Superintendent of the barbarians, not one with whom Tacpans can 
be compared ; and that hereafter all affairs ought to be transacted by official 
communications to and fro with the various public officers; for that orders 
cannot, as formerly, be enjoined through the medium of Hong merchants, nor 
can he offer petitions, but can only write official letters, and give them to officers 
to .transmit. The said merchants replied, that heretofore there had been no 
such mode of conducting affairs. But the said barbarian eye continuing obsti¬ 
nate and perverse, without altering, they requested that an embargo should be 
put on the said buying aud selling. The said barbarian eye, Lord Napier, has 
repeatedly been perverse and stubborn, and indeed extremely obstinate; but 
having considered that the said nation’s king has heretofore been always reve¬ 
rently submissive, and that the said merchants are still quiet and peaceful: that 
if, for the error of one man, Lord Napier, all the ships’ holds should be closed, 
they cannot but be overwhelmed with grief. I (Your Majesty’s Minister, Loo), 
therefore, looked upward to embody my August Sovereign’s liberality, (exten¬ 
sive) as heaven and earth, which beholds with the same benevolence the central 
and the outside people, and stoops* to treat with compassion. I accordingly 
replied, .clearly and perspicuously, to the said merchants, that commercial 
affairs of outside barbarians have hitherto been under the management of Hong 
merchants, §nd there has neVer been an officer to direct and controul; that 
England has heretofore had no interchange of official communications with thu 
Central flowery land, and therefore what the said barbarian says cannot be per¬ 
mitted to be brought into operation. Also that the ships’ holds should be pro¬ 
perly closed ;* but that temporary indulgence and delay are given from tender 
compassion Jioyprds all the separate merchants. Write these particulars: they 
were also commanded to make clearly known (to Lord Napier), that if he 
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repented, aroused, and became reverently submissive, trade should continue as 
usual; but that if he again offered opposition, and continued perverse, the 
ships’ holdtf should be immediately closed. It was hoped that, by the truth and 
sincerity of reason, his brute-like fierceness and overbearing might be reformed ; 
so that, if only the great principles of dignity were not hurt, it would be unne¬ 
cessary to make any severe requisition. But the said barbarian eye, when the 
merchants enjoined orders on him, remained as if he heard not; and when the 
said merchants copied out the words of my official reply, and gave the copy to 
him, he laid it down and would not peruse it. 

Further, the naval Tsantseiing, Kaou-c-yung, reported that another English 
ship of war had come and anchored with the ship of war that had come before, 
in Macao roads. It was ascertained that the number of seamen in her was also 
190; and on being questioned, it was averred that she would not Ett all enter 
the port, but was awaiting a favourable wind to sail out. Again did I address 
an official communication to the naval Connnander-in-Chief, and the officer in 
command on the Heiing-shan station, that in every place a preventive guard 
should be maintained with increased diligence. Directions were also sent to the 
Magistrates of all the Sea-board Districts, that they should strictly prohibit the 
trading and fishing boats from approaching the ships of war to engage in barter 
or afford supplies. 

At the same time, 1 again and a third time consulted with Your Majesty’s 
Minister, Kee, (and we came to the conclusion) that the common dispo¬ 
sition of the English barbarians is ferocious aiyl crafty, and what they trust 
in is the strength of their ships and the effectiveness of their guns; but 
that the inner seas having but shallow water, with very many sands and rocks, 
the said barbarian ships, though they should discharge their guns, cannot do it 
with full effect; also, that the said barbarian eye having placed bis person in the 
Central flowery land, distant from his own country several myriads of miles, we 
are in the state relatively of master and guest; if lie should madly think to 
overpass his bounds, our soldiers may peaceably wait to work with him: for that 
he will be powerless is manifest and easy to be seen. But the matter concerns 
those out of the bounds of civilization, and it is necessary that investigation 
should be made and care taken beyond what is ordinary, in order to break down 
the mind to submission? 

What the merchants had reported being hut the assertions of one party, it 
was not right to give hasty credence to them. Wc accordingly commanded the 
assistant Foo, Magistrate Pwan-shan-gih, to proceed, accompanied by the 
Kwang Chow Ilee, to the barbarian factories, personally to investigate, and at 
tlie same time to command that the ships of war should immediately get under 
weigh and return to their country. The said barbarian eye still did not tell 
clearly the particulars of what he had come to Canton to do, nor did lie plainly 
answer for what the ships of war had come, and wheu they would return. 
Because the said barbarian eye directed a barbarian acquainted with the Chinese 
language to interpret, wc apprehend that, in transmitting information, there 
might have been a want of truth, and therefore commanded that they should 
take linguists with them. The said barbarian eye would not receive the 
linguists to interpret, so that the officers deputed had no means of giving clear 
orders. And after having repeatedly commanded the llong merchants to 
inquire and investigate, the origin and occasion of his mission still could not 
at all ascertained. 

On humble examination, (it appears) that the commerce of the English 
barbarians has hitherto been managed by the llong merchants and Taepaus: 
there has never been a barbarian eye to form a precedent. Now, it is suddfenlv 
desired to appoint an officer, a Superintendent, which is not according with old 
regulations. Besides, if the said nation have formed this decision, it still 
should have stated the affairs which, and the way how, such .Superintendent is 
to manage, making petition, so that a memorial might be presented, requesting 
(your Majesty’s) mandate and pleasure as to what should be allowed and what 
refused, in order that obedience might be paid thereto, and the same be acted 
.on accordingly. But the said barbarian eye, Lord Napier, without‘having made 
any plain report, suddenly came to the barbarian factories outside the city, to 
reside there, and presume to desire intercourse to and frp, by official documents 
and letters with the officers of the Central flowery land: this w«fe, indeed, far 
out of the hounds of reason. Repeatedly have the Hong merchants enjoined 
orders, and the deputed officers inquired and interrogated. TliCTp'has been no 
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want of bending and stooping to investigate clearly, nor has he been forcibly 
troubled with any difficulty ; yet'the said barbarian eye has not at all told plainly 
what are the matters he has come to attend to, and what the occasion of his 
mission; but has imperatively desired to have intercourse, by official'commu¬ 
nications and letters, with the officers of the inner land. And he has presumed 
to publish a notice, telling all the separate merchants not to regard the entire 
cutting off of trade as a subject for concern, showing that he has a disposition 
to excite agitation, and to disobey the laws and statutes. If not amply punished 
and repressed, how can the national dignity be rendered imposing, and all the 
barbarians be intimidated ? 

Heretofore it lias been the rule, that when the barbarians are lawless 
their ships’ holds should be closed. We, your Majesty’s Ministers, have, in 
conjunction with the Superintendents of Customs at Canton, your Majesty’s 
Minister Chung, consulted, and have also maturely consulted with the General 
Commandant, the Lieutenant-General, and the Sze and Taou officers (heads of 
Territorial and Financial, Judicial, Gabel, and Commissariat Departments,) in 
the city, (and have agreed) that it only remains to close the ships’ holds 
according to law, and temporarily put a stop* to the English nation’s buying 
and selling. Should the said barbarian eye, with awe and fear pay reverential 
submission, and obey and act according to the enactments anil statutes of the 
Celestial Empire, we will then again report, requesting your Majesty graciously 
to permit the opening of the ships’ holds for traffic; thus may a warning punish¬ 
ment he clearly displayed. 

Commerce is originally the business of the said separate merchants; but 
since the said nation has not yet appointed another Tacpan, and the said 
barbarian eye, after first saying ho was to examine and direct, has on a second 
occasion styled liimsclf a Superintendent, so that wc cannot find, on inquiry, 
what things he is to attend to ; and since, besides, such obstinate adherence to’ 
error, anil refusal of restraint and controul, leave affairs without any responsi¬ 
bility, it is difficult even to hope that the trade of the separate merchants may 
he securely and properly conducted. 

Of late, the commercial barbarians have gradually assumed a great 
degree of daring; at thi* time of commencing a new r order of things, it 
is requisite that they •should with severity be brought to order and directed. 
At present we are issuing a proclamation and plain order, regarding Lord 
Napier’s repeated opposition and perverseness, wherein wc consequently direct 
that the ships’ holds he closed according to law; at the same time explaining that 
this has no relation to the several separate merchants, and that all other nations 
besides may buy and sell as usual. As to whether wc do right or not, wc, 
looking upwards, pray for (your Majesty’s) sacred and luminous instructions, 
that the same may be obeyed and acted on. 

Further, of late years the Hoppo’s receipts of commercial duties from 
barbarian ships, have been from England about 5 or 600,000 taels. In itself, 
this affects not the treasure of the revenue to the value of a hair, or a leather’s 
down. Yet the national resources being of importance, we dare not neglect to 
calculate thoroughly in devising a course of action. But the barbarians are, by 
nature, insatiably avaricious ; and the more forbearance and indulgence are 
..hown to them, the more do they become proud and overbearing. At present, 
the barbarian ships which clandestinely sell opium in the outer seas, are daily 
increasing. Just when the laws were being established to bring them to order, 
there further came this mad, mistaken barbarian eye. If at this time indulgence 
he at once shown to them, they will then advance step by step, begetting other 
foolish expectations. It is unavoidable that some slight display should be made 
of reducing and repressing them. 

The said country exists by commerce; and all its merchants, coming in 
crowds with their goods,* are in haste to dispose of them, and to take advan¬ 
tage of the northerly winds of autumn and winter, for returning with their goods 
to their country. They assuredly will not lightly cast away their goods and 
capital, by waiting till a /wrong season. The several separate merchants/seeing 
that Lord Napier has repeatedly resisted and caused agitation, have all in their 
hearts become fn a great degrep unsubmissive; and it is now authenticated, 
that they have presented a petition at the Hoppo’s office, requesting that the 
ships’holds bo opened; to which it has been replied by proclamation, that if 
Lord Napier change and repent, and obediently keep the old regulations, they 
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may then be permitted to report, and request that the ships’ holds be opened. 

. The said merchants certainly will not bear to have their livelihood injured by 
such obstinacy. 

Besides; the rhubarb, tea, chinawavc, and raw silk of the inner land, are 
things absolutely necessary to the said country. On investigation, it appears, 
that in the 13th year of Kea-King (1808), and in the 9th year of Taoukwang 
(1829), the ships’ holds were closed in consequence of the said barbarians 
creating disturbance; and afterwards they humbly supplicated, and requested 
.their re-opening. This is a clear proof that the said nation cannot he without 
a traffic with the Central flowery land. 

The said barbarians, except in guns and fire-arms, have not one single 
peculiar talent. We have now, on consultation with the General Ha and 
others, posted military within and without the city, at the various guard stations, 
directing them to patrol about with increased attention. At Macao, and all 
around, officers have also been secretly appointed, to spread themselves about 
at various posts on land and water, to maintain quietness, and keep a preventive 
guard, in order that no evils of remissness may arise. There decidedly must 
not be the least tendency towards what will occasion the commencement of a 
bloody quarrel and creation of disturbance. In addition, orders arc given to 
the Foo and Heen magistrates to search after Chinese traitors, and with severity, 
seize and bring them to trial and punishment. 

As to the commerce of the outside barbarians, the undivided responsibility 
lies on the Hong merchants. Nowg since, on the barbarian eye, Lord Napier's, 
coining to Canton, they neither at first reported it before hand, nor when 
repeatedly commanded to enjoin orders were they able to do a single thing, 
showing indeed a great degree of contemptuous negligence, orders have there¬ 
fore been given also to inquire if they have or have not been in fault, that they 
may be proceeded against with severity. 

Of the particulars of all that is done, we, your Majesty’s Ministers (Loo 
and Ke), in conjunction with the Superintendent of Customs at Canton, your 
Majesty’s Minister Chung,—the General, your Majesty’s Minister Ha,—the 
General of the left, your Majesty’s Minister Lun, of the Imperial Kindred,— 
and the General of the right, your Majesty’s Minister.Tso,—respectfully prepare 
this memorial, secretly reporting, and prostrate imploring a secret glance to he 
cast hereon. Respectfully reported. . 


Inclosure 2 in No. 2G. 

Edict of the Governor of Canton and the Hoppo, jointly, against outside (foreign 
and unlicensed) Merchants being in connection with Hong Merchants. 

LOO, temporarily retained in the office of Governor, &c., and # . 

Pangy, Commissioner of Customs at Canton, &c., issue this proclamation, 
for the purpose of prohibition. % 

In the province of Kwangtung arc established Hong merchants, to transact 
the commerce of barbarians. The means by which to prevent the ofienco-uf 
clandestine purchases made between the flowery people and barbarians, rest 
wholly on the implicit obedience paid by all the I long merchants to the old 
regulations, by which the national revenue is enriched, and the maritime 
Government rendered imposing. 

Now we, the Governor and the Hoppo, have heard it reported that there 
has lately been a class of gain-seeking,, market-agitators, who have set up shops 
for foreign goods, attached to, and dependent pn. the Hongs, and who maintain 
commercial dealings with the barbarians, lowering the*priccs of the .goods they 
sell, without care for the general stock. In landing and shipping goods, the 
weak, worn-out Hongs report for them, receiving the duties jit a discount of 
20 or 30 per cent. Further, in addition to shops (legally) attached to the 
Hongs, there are also other shops and warehouses established, at which are hung 
up lanterns, having the sign of such and such Hong’s warehouse, (the owners) 
making themselves supervisors and assistants in some Hong,'in order thus to 
screen themselves. . , 

The bills* of sale of goods are drawn out as on account ol such and such a 
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warehouse belonging to such and such a Hong, while the goods are really 
brought and sold by the individuals themselves, a Hong merchant appearing in 
name, and receiving the duties from them. Then, when the Hong, becoming 
deeply involved, fails, and is closed, the same warehousemen return home with 
full coffers. Such were formerly Low-a-liok, of Manhop’s llong, and Lo-laou- 
Kwun, of Chumjua’s Hong; and such are now Li-n-trow and Luy-a-Ivwun, of 
Fatqua’s Hong, both of whom borrow the use of the llong merchants’ name, 
craftily and artfully scheming for gain ; and also Troy-a-mun and others, who arc 
guilty of monopolizing the business of the shops which sell foreign goods, and of 
selling the duties on goods, which they report in the name of the Hong as well 
as of other offences! 

The said- Hongs, because their ow r n capital is not abundant, assume this 
vain show of respectability, with the design of obtaining ready money to 
circulate, thus causing that the duties, both lived and contingent, of the 
Custom- house, continue unpaid year after year. This is indeed deserving of 
extreme detestation. 

On examination, it appears that the establishment of shops for foreign 
goods, in which goods are bought from, and* sold to, barbarian merchants 
dependency on Hongs, is a gross infraction of the established regulations. 
Supervisors under the i long merchants should transact business only for Hong 
merchants. How can they be suffered to borrow the use of their names to 
trade ? This* class of market-agitators, having no commercial name on the 
official books, are left at full liberty, with nothing to fear or dread. There is 
nothing to prevent them from teaching or enticing barbarians to talk largely 
and create disturbance. 

Besides issuing orders to the boo magistrate to search for and seize Chinese 
traitors, and bring them to trial and punishment, we also unite the circumstances, 
and issue, this proclamation, as a strict prohibition. For this purpose, the pro-- 
damation is addressed to the Hong people, that they may make themselves 
fully acquainted with its contents. Hereafter, in shops for foreign goods, there 
will be permission only to purchase goods from the llong merchants to sell off; 
none may secretly depend on any Hong, and clandestinely maintain commercial 
dealings w ith barbarians. All goods sold to barbarians must, also, in obedience 
to the laws heretofore in force, be sold at an equitable price fixed by the Hong 
merchants; the shoptncn.are not permitted to lower the price and clandestinely 
sell them. And the llong merchants arc not permitted to invite these gain¬ 
seeking market-agitators, to become falsely supervisors in their Hongs, 
screening themselves while scheming for private ends. 

Into the barbarian factories outside the city, none of any other class than 
the commercial men of the ilongs may at all clandestinely enter. Should any 
presume to go into the barbarian factories, or as shopmen, buy from, or sell to, 
the barbarians, lie shall immediately be punished as a Chinese traitor. If any 
falsely assume the name of a supervisor for a Hong merchant, and set up ware¬ 
houses, fishing for gain, and the said Hong should happen to fail and cease 
business,' the said supervisor shall be equally (with the merchant) compelled to 
pay up the deficit of duties. Any individuals monopolizing the business of 
shops for foreign goods, or selling duties and reporting the goods in the name of 
a Hong merchant, as soon as discovered and seized, shall be tried and punished 
according to the law against clandestine intercourse with outside nations ; and 
any Hong merchant conniving thereat shall be included in the same punish¬ 
ment. We, the Governor and the IIoppo, w ould repair the faults existing in 
the affslirs of the Custom-House. When the words have issued, the law will 
follow. Let each tremblingly obey. Oppose not. A special proclamation. 

14th year of Taoukwang, 10th moon, 1st day. (November 1st, 1834.) 


K 2 
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No. 27. • 

TO THE.KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL. 

The Petition of the Undermentioned British Subjects at Canton .— 

(Received at the Foreign Office, April 18, 1835.) 

Humbly S ho teeth, 

THAT vve are induced, by the extraordinary position in \thich we 
feel ourselves placed in relation to the Chinese Government, to petition 
your Majesty in Council, to take such measures as may be ifdapted alike 
to maintain the honour of our country, and preserve the advantages 
which a safe and uninterrupted commerce with China is calculated to 
yield to the revenues of Great Britain, and to the important classes 
interested in its arts and manufactures. 

We beg humbly to represent, that at the present moment the 
Commissioners appointed by' your Majesty to superintend the affairs of 
British subjects trading at Canton, are not acknowledged by the consti¬ 
tuted authorities of this country, and that they are not permitted to 
reside within the limits to which their jurisdiction is, by their Commission, 
strictly confined ; while they are forbidden. by their instructions to appeal 
to the Imperial Government at Peking, and are perfectly powerless to 
resent the indignities offered to the late Chief Superintendent, or to 
compel reparation for the injuries done to your Majesty's subjects, by the 
late unprovoked stoppage of their trade. 

Your Petitioners are well persuaded, that the powers vested in your 
Majesty’s Commissioners were thus restricted, with the express object of 
avoiding, as far as possible, all occasion of collision with the Chinese 
authorities; while it was hoped that, by maintaining a direct intercourse 
with the principal officers of Government, instead of indirectly communi¬ 
cating through the Hong merchants, a sure way would be opened for the 
improvement of tile present very objectionable footing on which foreign 
merchants stand in this country, and for security against the many 
wrongs and inconveniences which they have had to suffer in the pursuit 
of their commercial avocations. 

Your Petitioners, however, beg leave most earnestly to submit to your 
Majesty in Council, their thorough conviction, founded on the invariable 
tenor of the whole history of foreign intercourse with China, as well as of 
its policy on occasions of internal commotion, down to the present moment, 
that the most unsafe of all courses that can be followed in treating with 
the Chinese Government, or any of its functionaries, is that of quiet 
submission to insult, or such unresisting endurance of contemptuous or 
wrongful treatment, as may compromise the honour, or bring into 
question tin* power of our country. We cannot, therefore, but deeply 
deplore that such authority to negoeiate, and farce to protect from 
insult, as the occasion demands, were not entrusted to your Majesty’s 
Commissioners, confident as we are. without a shadow of doubt, that, had 
the requisite powers, properly sustained by an armed force, been possessed 
by your Majesty’s late First Commissioner, the lamented Lord Napier, we 
should not now have to deplore the degraded and insecure position in 
which we arc placed, in consequence of the Representative of our Sovereign 
having been compelled to retire from Canton without having authority 
to offer any remonstrance to the Supreme Government, or to make any 
demonstration of a resolution to obtain reparation at once for the insults 
wantonly heaped upon him by the local authorities. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Majesty will 
be pleased to grant powers Plenipotentiary to such person of suitable 
rank, discretion, and diplomatic experience, as your Majesty, in your 
wisdom, may thirtk fit and proper to be entrusted with such authority; 
and your Petitioners would suggest that he be directed to proceed to a 
convenient station on the east coast of China, as near to the capital of 
the country as may be found most expedient, in one of your Majesty’s 
ships of the line, attended by a sufficient maritime force, which we are 
of opinion need not consist of more than two frigates, and.thrge or four 
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armed vessels of light draft, together with a steam vessel, all fully- 
manned; that he may, previously to landing, require, in the first instance. 
In the name of your Majesty, ample reparation for the insults offered by 
the Governor of Kwangtungand Kwangse, in his Edicts published on the 
occasion of Lord Napier’s arrival at Canton, and the subsequent humi¬ 
liating conduct pursued towards his Lordship, to which the aggravation 
of his illness and death may be attributed; as well as for the arrogant 
and degrading language used towards your Majesty and our country 
in Edicts emanating from the local authorities, wherein your Majesty was 
represented as the “ reverently submissive” tributary of the Emperor 
of China, and your Majesty’s subjects as profligate barbarians ; and that 
they be retracted, anti never again employed by Chinese functionaries: 
that he may also demand reparation for the insult offered to your 
Majesty’s flag bv firing on your Majesty’s ships of war from the forts at 
the Rogue; and that remuneration shall be made to your Majesty's 
subjects for the losses they have sustained by the detention of their ships 
during the stoppage of their trade. After these preliminaries shall have 
been conceded, [ns your petitioners havo no doubt they will be,] and 
not till then, your Petitioners humbly suggest that it will be expedient 
for your Majesty’s Plenipotentiary to propose the appointment of Com¬ 
missioners on the part of the Chinese Government, to adjust with him. 
'on shore, such measures as nifiy be deemed most effectual for the prevention 
of future occasion of complaint and misunderstanding, and for the 
promotion and extension of the trade generally, to the mutual advantage 
of both countries. Your petitioners believe, that if these matters shall 
be fairly represented, so as to do away with all reasonable objection, and 
the favourable inclination of the Chinese Commissioners be gained, there 
will be found little disposition on the part of the Supreme Government 
to withhold its assent, and every desirable object will thus have been 
attained. 

Your Petitioners would humbly entreat your Majesty's favourable 
view of these suggestions, in the confidence that they may be acted upon, 
not only with every prospect of success, but without*the slightest danger 
to the existing commercial intercourse, inasmuch, as even with a force 
not exceeding that .which we have proposed, should be placed at the 
disposal of your Majesty’s Plenipotentiary, there would be no difficulty, 
should proceedings of a compulsory nature be required, in . putting a stop 
to the greater part of the external and internal commerce of the Chinese 
Empire;—in intercepting its revenues in their progress to the capital, 
and in taking possession of all the armed vessels of the country. Such 
measures would not only be sufficient to evince both the power ami spirit 
of Great Britain to resent insult, but would enable your Majesty’s Pleni¬ 
potentiary to secure indemnity for any injury that, might, in the first 
instance, be offered to the persons or property of your Majesty’s subjects; 
and would speedily induce the Chinese Government to submit to just and 
reasonable terms. »\Ve are, at the same time, confident that resort even 
to such strong measures as these, so far from being likely to lead to 
more serious warfare, an issue which both our interests and inclinations 
alike prompt us to deprecate, would be the surest course for avoiding the 
danger of such a collision. 

Your Petitioners beg to submit, that the mere restoration of the 
lihefty once possessed of trading to Amoy, Ningpo, and Chusan, would be 
followed by the most beneficial consequences, not merely in the most 
extended field thereby opened for commercial enterprise, but in the rivalry 
which would be excited as formerly, in the officers of Government at 
these several ports, to attract the resort of foreign merchants, and thus 
extend {heir own opportunities of acquiring emoluments from the trade. 

With respect, however, to this point, or any other of commercial 
interest, that it would be expedient to make the subject of negotiation, 
your Petitioners would humbly suggest, that your Majesty’s Minister inr 
China should be instructed to put himself in communication with the 
merchants erf Canton, qualified as they must be in a certain degree by 
their experience and observation, to point out in what respect the benefits 
that might "be reaped under a well-regulated system of commercial inter- , 
course, are curtailed or lost in consequence of the restrictions to which 
the trade is at present subjected, and the arbitrary and irregular exac- 
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•tions to which it is exposed, either directly, or not less severely because 
indirectly, through the medium ol' the very limited number of merchants 
•licensed to deal with foreigners. As an instance of the latter, your 
Petitioiuys may state the fact, that the whole expense of the immense 
preparations lately made by the Local Government, to oppose the 
expected advance towards Canton of your Majesty's frigates after they 
had passed the forts at the Hogue, has been extorted from the Hong 
merchants ; and as but few of them are in a really solvent state, they 
have no other means of meeting this demand, but by combining to tax 
both the import and export trade. 

We would further humbly, but urgently, submit, thift as we cannot 
but trace the disabilities and restrictions under which our commerce now 
labours, to a long acquiescence in the arrogant assumption of superiority 
over the monarch* and people of other countries, claimed by the Emperor 
of China for himself and his subjects, we arc forced to conclude that no 
essentially beneficial result, can be expected to arise out of negotiations 
in which such pretensions are not decidedly repelled. We most seriously 
apprehend, indeed, that the least concession or waving of this point 
under present circumstances, could not fail to leave us as much as 
ever subject to a repetition of the injuries of which v,e have now to 
complain. 

We would, therefore, humbly beseech your Majesty not to be 
induced by a paternal regard for your subjects trading to this remote 
Empire, to leave it to the discretion of any future Representative of your 
Majesty, as was pe rmitted in the ease of the embassy of Lord Amherst, 
to swerve in the smallest degree from a direct, course of calm and dispas¬ 
sionate, but determined, maintenance of the true rank of your Majesty’s 
Empire in the scale of nations, well assured, as we feel, that any descent 
from such just position would lie attended with worse consequences than 
if past events were to remain unnoticed, and we were to be left for the 
future to conduct our concerns with the Chinese functionaries, each as he 
best may. 

It would ill become your Majesty’s Petitioners to point to any 
individual as more competent than another, to Undertake the ollice of 
placing on a secure and advantageous footing our eofnmeroial relations 
with this country. We may, however, perhaps be ’permitted to suggest, 
the inexpediency of assigning such u task to any person previously- 
known in China, as connected with commerce conducted under the 
trammels and degradations to which it has hitherto been subjected, or to 
any one, in short, who has had the misfortune either in a public or private 
capacity, to endure insult or injury from Chinese authorities. 

Equally inexpedient would it be, as appears to your Petitioners, to 
treat with any functionary, not specially nominated by the Imperial 
Cabinet, and not on any account with those of Canton, whose constant 
course of corrupt and oppressive conduct forms a prominent groiftid of 
complaint ; or to permit any future Commissioner to «ct his foot on the 
shores of China, until ample assurance is afforded ol' a reception and 
treatment suitable to the dignity of a Minister of your Majesty, and to 
the honour of an Empire that acknowledges no superior on earth. 

And your Petitioners shall ever pray, &c - 


W. JAnDINK 
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W. Hyde 
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A. Elias. 


Canton , December 9, 1834. 


No. 28. 

Minnies of Connersalion between Unwept a and Mowqua , Hong Merchants, 
anil Mr. Jartline.—(Receired April 25. 1835.*) 

September 2, 1834.—TIJE above-named Hong merchants called on 
Mr. Jardinc. to request his assistance in communicating with the Chief 
Superintendent, and proposing some specific, mode of settling existing 
disputes. 

Mr. .1 .inline agreed to state to Lord Napier any proposals they might 
make; and they returned to the authorities for instructions. 

September 3.—The 1 long merchants, Ilovvqua and Mowqua, with the 
elder Mowqua, returned this forenoon, and said they had every reason to 
believe the following terms [then committed to paper] would be agreed to 
by the Viceroy, provided Mr. Jardinc could induce Lord Napier to agree 
to them on his part. 

The arrangement is founded on a mutual understanding, that the 
trade shall be opened by the Viceroy, on a Petition to that effect, being 
presented to him by the British merchants ; and Lord Napier shall leave 
Canton in four or five days from that on which the trade is opened. 

1 st. The V iecroy shall, on receiving a respectful Petition from the 
British merchants, immediately issue orders for the opening of the 
trade.' 

2nd. It is clearly understood, that no saucy, boasting chops shall be 
issued by the authorities, after his Lordship's departure. Nor shall any 
proclamations be issued prohibiting his Lordship’s return to Canton. 

3rd. Should Lonl Napier have occasion to visit Canton, previous to 
the Viceroy's tuning received an answer from the Emperor, respecting his 
Lordship's reception, it is understood that he is at liberty to do so; he 
making as short a. stay as convenient, and the authorities shutting their 
eyes to his being in Canton. 

The merchants then returned to the city, with the view of having the 
agreement confirmed and acted ujxrn. 

About 7 i’.m. of the same day, Mowqua returned, and, in the name of 
himself find the two Hong merchants, informed Mr. .Jardinc, with much 
apparent regret, that the Koo-Yuen and other Mandarins of rank, had 
addressed tlrt> Viceroy, remonstrating against the proposed arrangement, 
and induced him to break it oil'; which information Mr. Jardinc 
immediately communicated to Lord Napier, 


* This is tile 
of documents. 


summary of the private negotiations referred to in Note to No. 14 of this collection 
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. On the 11th inst., the Imogene and Andromache being then at 
■ Whampoa, the three senior Hong merchants, Howqua, Mowqua, and 
Puankeequa, waited on Mr. Jardine, and begged he would again endeavour 
to bring'about an amicable settlement of the existing differertco. , • * 

Mr. Jardine having reminded them of the faithlessness of their 
former proceedings, inquired whether they were deputed by the autho¬ 
rities, or came of their own accord ? • : . 

They replied with some hesitation, that they had assurances, thjrough 
the Nowhoy and Foyuen, of the trade being immediately opened, provided 
Lord Napier would* send the ships of”.war outside thp Boccu Tigris, 
adding, “we can ourselves secure this.” As they appeared: confident of 
success, Mr. Jardine stated what had passed to l^ord iNapler; ■ and dn 
their returning the.following day, submitted to them the following letter 
from his Lordship. ' . : : ’ ! 

i ■ • ' ■ ■ ■ v ■ 5 

“ Lord Napier to WilliamJardihe, Esq. 

“ Dear Sir, ’ “ Canton, September 12, 1831. 

“ IN reference to the conversation held between yourself and the I Tong 
merchants last night, and conveyed by their ^lesire to me, I can only state, 
that if they are sincere in their wisiics to come to an accommodation it 
will give me great pleasure to meet them, remembering always, on such 
principles as are consistent with the honour of Great. Britain, and the 
dignity of the King’s Commission, hi the first place,, then, 1 say let 
a eliop be issued immediately, recalling tne servants and workmen to their 
respective Hongs, opening the markets as heretofore, and removing the 
prohibition against all boats passing and repassing on the river. This 
being done, 1 will then send the guard of marines, now in the factory, 
back to the ships. 3$- ' ; 

“ I will then request‘the'captains of the frigates to return toChuenpec: 
the merchants shall Petition the Viceroy to open tin* trade, and that being 
done, immediately, I will request that, one of them should return to the 
Admiral in India, to prevent the reinforcements Being sent. 

“ Hang-tai shall be liberated, and not be made'liable'to any future 
annoyance, for that which he did not do; and for this I will bind myself 
not to report.'the circumstance to the Emperor. 

“ Lord Napier shall have the privilege of passing and repassing 
between Canton and Macao as be finds it, necessary. The insulting 
manner of writing bis name shall no more be used ; and the Edict which 
orders the trade to be opened, shall also contain an admonition to the 
.Chinese to treat the British and other foreigners with that respect and 
hospitality which is due to strangers. 

“ l have, &e., 

: : ‘(Signed) • NAPIER.” 

% 

The above letter having been read at a full meeting of the Hong 
merchants, in their Consoo House, they said unanimously they could 
secure the terms therein proposed would he agreed to; and Howqua. 
with Mowqua proceeded to the city to lay them before the authorities. 

On the morning of the 13th instant, they returned, saying the terms 
proposed were inadmissible, and began to propose others, which Mr. 
Jardine* refused to listen to, telling them to communicate in writing what, 
they had to sav. 


Canton, September 14, 1834. 
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* No. 29. 

Extracts from the “Records of Proceedings.''—(Received May FB, f^35.) 

December 6, 1834.—The; following joint Proclamation of the Gover¬ 
nor and Hoppo, is promulgated annually with the manifest intention of 
keeping alive, in the minds of the people, feelings of contempt and 
suspicion towards the foreigner. It has been considered proper to record 
it in this‘place wifli a view to draw the attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government to the subject. 

Annual proclamation against Hong merchants conniving at. and 
abetting, vice in foreigners. Issued by the Governor and lloppo, Novem¬ 
ber 15, 1834, 

“ Loo, Governor of the provinces Kwangtung and Kwangsc, and 
Pang, Superintendent of Customs at Canton, hereby issue a severe 
interdict. 

“The barbarians of outside nations who*trade within the Central 
territory, are in their spoken language unintelligible to, and in their 
written language all different from [the Chinese.]. It is, therefore, very 
dillieidt for them to understand clearly the proprieties, the laws, anti 
the prohibitory orders of the Celestial Empire; and bn this account 
security merchants and linguists have been appointed to rule and controul 
commercial transactions. These persons ought, doubtless, continually to 
instruct and guide [the barbarians], to repress (heir pride and profligacy, 
and to insist on causing (hem to (urn with all their hearts towards 
renovation; that both parties may enjoy the repose bf gladness and gain, 
ever) one keeping in his own sphere, and minding his proper business. 
Moreover the security merchants, are all men of property and respectable 
family; it the more behoves them to have a lender regard for their face 
and reputation, to trade, with fairness and equity, and not to cheat or 
deceive; then they will certainl} be able to obtain the confidence of the 
men from far. , 

“Now, on inquiry \vc find, that formerly there was a. set of shameless, 
lawless. I long merchants, who. whenever the barbarians entered the port 
and took lodgings, endear ouVod to make a gain of them. For this purpose 
they adopted a hundred schemes to meet their wishes, bought young boys 
for them, to act as servants and attendants; or procured boat, prostitutes 
for them, to gratify their libidinous dispositions; by so doing, not only 
ruining the morals and manners of the public, but also. it. is to be 
apprehended, creating disturbances. 

“ About this time, the foreign ships are successively arri\ ing: and it is 
really feared, that lawless vagabonds will again tread on their old habits. 
Therefore,^ besides ordinary strict search to be made for the purpose of 
seizure, we unite in issuing this strict interdict. To tills end we address 
it. to the security merchalits, the linguists, and the patrol and watchmen 
behind the factories, requiring their universal acquaintance herewith. 

“Hereafter, all are peremptorily required to ha\ea tender regard for 
tlieir face and reputation, and to repent, with bitter contrition, of their 
former faults. At every landing place behind the hongs where barba¬ 
rians reside, they must not allow the tanka boats to anchor. And when 
barbarians pass up or down, between Canton and Whampoa, they must 
not seek out and hire for them tanka boats having families on board. 

“ As to the foreign menials whom they bring with them, they are in 
every way sufficient to attend on and serve them; they are not at all 
permitted to [lire and employ natives. If any presume to continue to hire 
Chinese, and young boys for them as servants; or. forming unlawful 
connexions with barbarians, lead them clandestinely to the tanka boats, 
to drink wine and sleep w ith courtezans; or. under the darkness of night, 
secretly take ashore prostitutes into the factories; so soon as the patrol 
and watchmen, having found and seized them, reported the fact, or 
so soon as such proceedings shill have been otherwise found out. the 
•lawless barbarians* together with the security merchants and linguists, 
shall assuredly be sent to the local officers, to be tried and •punished 
according to law', with severity. 

• ♦ ** T m. 
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“ As to the appointed patrol behind the factories, and the constables 
of the district, if they presume to accept" of bribes, purposely to connive 
at, screen and conceal such practices, they shall, so soon as it is dis¬ 
covered, be made to wear the cangue, for one month, on the spot; and, at 
the expiration of that time, shall be brought before our court, and 
immediately cudgelled to death. 

“ We, the Governor and lloppo, will firmly adhere, without deviation, 
to the law; and will not assuredly show the slightest indulgence. Let 
every one obey with trembling fear. Be careful not lightly to try an 
experiment. A special proclamation. , 

Taoukwang, 14th year, 5lh moon, 15th day.” 

December 8, 1834.—The subjoined Edict is an Imperial answer in 
reply to the Memorial respecting the late Lord Napier’s departure from 
Canton. Several other Edicts to the same effect having already been 
forwarded to Viscount Palmerston, in the Chief Superintendent’s des¬ 
patches, it has merely been considered necessary to record this one instead 
of transmitting it in a despatch. 

Imperial Edict in reply to the Governor and his colleagues’ report of 
Lord Napier having left Canton, and of the frigates having retired without 
the Rogue, October 7th, 1834. 

“ On the 5th day of the 9th moon was issued the following Supreme 
Mandate. 

‘■‘A report has this day been received by a speedy post conveyance, 
TIa-fnng-ah, [the General Commandant of Canton], and his colleagues, 
announcing that < he English ships of war and barbarian Eye, had all 
been conducted, under guard, out of the port. 

“‘Ou this occasion, the English barbarian Eye, Lord Napier, having 
come to Canton for trade, did not pay obedience to the laws and statutes ; 
and the said Governor, according to law, closed the ships’ holds, after 
which the said barbarian Eye still did not request a permit, but presumed 
to order two ships of war to push in through the maritime entrance, and 
to proceed straight up to Whampoa in tli,e inner river. The said 
Governor appointed civil and military officers. witl\ troops, and addressed 
communications requesting the appointment of naval vessels from the 
Tartar force, and from those under the Admiral’s command, as also 
cruizing vessels from Sin-hwuy and other districts, which he stationed 
severally along the passage before the ships of war, and at narrow and 
important places on either shore. The people of the said barbarian ships 
of war saw before them wooden spars ranged across and all around, on 
the surface of the river, with guns and muskets [numerous] as the trees of 
a forest, and large and small naval vessels stationed over a space of several 
miles in length, while, on shore, military officers and men were encamped, 
presenting a compact and united force, and a warlike array imposing and 
alarming. The said barbarian Eye and others remained, therefore, 
secluded in their boats, there being no interchange of intelligence between 
those within and those without, and no w r ay either to advance or to go 
out. With dread and fear, they repented of their offences, and supplicated 
earnestly for a permit to go down to Macao. 

“ ‘The said Governor considered, that, as the said barbarian Eye and 
others had transgressed the prohibitions with daring contempt, if they 
were permitted at once to leave Canton, thus coming and goingf at their 
own,convenience, there would not be sufficient power to intimidate and 
bring under the barbarians' tempers; and, therefore, he commanded the 
Hong merchants, Woo-tun-yuen and others, to question them sternly as to 
what the said barbarian Eye wished to do; why he came # to Canton, 
without having obtained a permit, and presumed to bring tin'ships of war 
suddenly into the inner river; also, why, when the soldiers opened a 
thundering fire on them, did they presumptuously dare to discharge their 
guns and return resistance? requiring from them clear and explicit 
answers before permitting them to leave Canton. 

“ ‘Afterwards a merchant of the said barbarians, Colledgc, answered, 
saying, “ that Lord Napier is a barbarian Eye, and hot the same as a 
Tacpan ; that he was unacquainted with matters of dignity; that the 
cause of the cruizers coming into the port was really to prqtccl; the goods, 





in consequence of the holds of the merchant ships having been closed*; 
*nd that, in consequence of the, military at the maritime entrance having 
opened a thundering fire on them, the barbarian force also discharged its 
guns in self-defence, but that they had deeply repented of. their fault.” 
Also the said nation’s merchants and seamen, several thousands in num¬ 
ber, all considered the said barbarian Eye’s disobedience of the laws and 
statutes to be wrong, and there was not a single person who joined in 
harmony with him. 

f ‘ ‘The said Governor considered, that as the said barbarian Eye, Lord 
Napier, had confessed his faults and besought favour, and as all the 
merchants had repeatedly made earnest supplications, it doubtless 
behoved him to extend a slight trifling indulgence, and to drive him out 
of the port; and he therefore permitted the said Hong merchants to 
proceed to the Superintendent of Customs, to request and obtain a red 
permit. The said Governor immediately appointed trusty, civil, and 
military officers who, on the 19th day of the 8th moon, took Lord Napier 
under guard outside of the port. Both the said barbarian ships of war 
also started on the same day, and were conducted under guard outside of 
the maritime entrance of the Bogue. All the naval and military officers 
and men who had been stationed at various places were every one recalled, 
and returned severally to their stations. 

“ ‘ At the time when it was equally impossible for the said barbarians 
to advance or to recede, what difficulty would there have been in imme¬ 
diately exterminating them ? But these outside barbarians are in search 
of gain: to intimidate them on points whereon they are unacquainted 
with the laws and prohibitions, and to refuse altogether arguing with 
them is what I, the Emperor, am extremely unwilling to do. If contume¬ 
lious, they should then be chastised : if brought under subjection, they 
should then be tolerated. The said Governor and colleagues, in conduct¬ 
ing this affair, have yet acted skilfully and correctly. Before, on account 
of the said Governor and colleagues not having been able to take due 
preventive measures before the business, thereby admitting the said 
ships of war to push into the inner river, causing*to the military the 
labour of driving them out : my pleasure was therefore made known, that 
they should he severally degraded from their rank, and openly punished. 
Now, having driven the said barbarian Eye and others out of the port, 
the said Governor and others, although at, the beginning they failed in a 
preventive guard, have in the end been able to settle the thing well and 
securely, without loss of the national dignity, and without, incurring any 
bloody strife. I, the Emperor, am exceedingly well pleased. 

“ ‘ Let Loo have favour shown him, by restoring to him the title, “ guar¬ 
dian to the heir apparent;” and let also the double-eyed peacock’s feather 
be given back to him. The neglect of guard on the previous occasion, 
renders it difficult for him to free himself wholly from blame; let him, 
therefore, still continue degraded from official rank, though retained in 
office. With regard to all the maritime guard officers, and the Naval 
Commander-in-chief, the special responsibility rested on the late Com¬ 
mander-in-chief, Le, who lias been already degraded. Now, as the matter 
has been brought to an end. let further inquiry be dispensed with, and 
let him be directed immediately to return to his native place. Let Kaou- 
e-yung, the degraded Tsantseang of the Admiral’s own division, wait till 
after the month of wearing the cangue be accomplished, and then be 
released. Let all the officers who guarded the forts with so much careless¬ 
ness, be made to wear the cangue, and after the expiration of the time, 
let them be released. 

‘“In this I, the Epiperor, show favour beyond the measure of the laws; 
the said’ Governor and others ought but to feel shame, and arouse to 
diligence, strenuously exerting themselves to stimulate a reform in the 
affairs of thefcamp and of the maritime guard, from time to time instructing _ 
and admonishing with sincerity. It is peremptory that they take their 
former accumulated habits, and with contrition, eradicate them severally, 
in order to cause the military* to become all strong and powerful, so that 
the martial name and dignity may be strengthened, and the appointed 
duties be pefformed. Respect this.’ " 

L 2 
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No. 30. ■.. . , 

J. F. Davis, Esq.!, to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May -12, 1835.) 


My Lord, Macao, January 2,1835. 

IT is -with much satisfaction that I now inclose to your Lordship the ac¬ 
companying translation: of an Imperial edict, which; viewed in connexion with 
the occurrences of August and September last, must be regarded as a document, 
of considerable importance, 

This paper attributes the efforts of Lord Napier to obtain a direct commu¬ 
nication with the government, and tire transactions consequent thereon, to the 
numerous extortions of,the Canton merchants, and observes, that the foreigners, 
“ unable to bear their grasping, stir up all disturbances.” Were it at all pro¬ 
bable (which I feel assured it is not) that the grievances admitted in this Im¬ 
perial document, and ordered itherein to be redressed, were thus brought for¬ 
ward from any really spontaneous desire to do justice to strangers, and relieve 
the, Canton trade from its heavy burthens, this would at least prove that our 
complaints, so often repeated, had at length reached the Court of Pekin. 

There is, however, far greater probability in attributing this disposition to 
criminate the Hong Merchants, to that feeling of uneasiness, which its present 
position in respect to the English trade is so well calculated to excite in the 
cautious and timid government of this country. A species of apology is thus 
provided for the late occurrences, and a desire professed to remedy grievances 
in expectation, perhaps, that the harsh, unreasonable and unprecedented 
measure, of rejecting Lord Napier’s first letter of announcement, and subsequent 
attempts at direct correspondence, may expose it to the risk of future and em¬ 
barrassing discussions. 

However desirable it may appear to Ilis Majesty’s Government to avoid, if 
possible, the chance of a serious rupture with this country, at the same time 
that every endeavour is made to ameliorate the condition of British traders at 
Canton, it may with the utmost safety and certainty be averred, that the similar 
desire on the part of the Chinese Government is no less sincere ; however care¬ 
fully it may be sought to be disguised under the absurd phraseology of its 
official papers. 

While the document above referred to, proposes relief to the fair trader of 
Canton, another edict, of which I have also the honour to inclose a translation, 
is levelled against the smuggling trade of Lintin and the "coast. It is almost 
needless to observe that, previous documents of the nature have proved entirely 
nugatory, and that the opium trade, at last, has continued in spite of them. 
It remains now to be seen, whether the native government, having its attention 
at.length awakened by the increased amount of smuggling transactions, conse¬ 
quent on the open trade of this season, will endeavour to give greater efficacy 
to its edicts, and oppose some effectual impediments to the contraband commerce 
of Iintiou 

I have, &c., 

* (Signed)' J. F. DAVIS, 

. • Chief Superintendent. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 30. 


Imperial Edict, against extortions of Hong Merchants under the name of Duties , 
and against incurring debts to Foreigners. . 

THE following supreme mandate has been received. , 

“ There are at Canton, merchants who have of late been in the habit of 
levying private duties, and incurring debts to barbarians ; and it is requested 
that regulations be established to eradicate utterly such misdemeanors. 

“ The optside barbarians’ commercial intercourse with the inner land, ■ 
exists, itidci®, by" the cofepassidri exercised by the Celestial Empire,. ; If %11 the 
duties which -are required to be paid, can, indeed, be levied according to the 
fixed tariff, the said barbarian merchants must certainly pay them gladly, and 
must tebntinually remain tranquil. But if, as is now reported, the Cantpn f 
merchants’have of late been in a feeble and deficient state, and have, in addition 
to the Government duties,'added also private duties; while fraudulent indivi¬ 
duals have further taken advantage of this, to make gain out of the Custom- 
House duties, peeling off (from the barbarians) layer after layer; and have 
gone qlso to the extreme degree of the Government merchants, incurring debts 
to the barbarians, heaping thousands upon ten thousandsy whereby are 
stirred up.sanguinary quarrels. .if the merchants, thus falsely, and under the : 
name of tariff duties, extort, each according to his own’wishes, going even to 
the extreme degree of incurring debts, amount upon amount, it is not matter of 
surprise if the said barbarian merchants, unable to bear their grasping, stir up 
disturbances. Thus, with regard to the affair this year of the English, Lord 
Napier and others, disobeying the national laws, and bringing forces into the 
inner river, the barbarians being naturally crafty and artful, and gain being 
their only object, we have no assurance that it was not owing to the numerous 
extortions of the Canton merchants, that they, their minds being discontented,’ 
thereupon craftily thought to carry themselves with a high hand. If regulations 
be not plainly established, strictly prohibiting these things, how can the 
barbarous multitude be kept in subjection, and misdemeanors be eradicated? 

“ Let Loo, and his colleagues, examine with sincerity and earnestness; 
and if offences of the above* description exist, let them immediately inflict severe 
punishments therefore ; let there be not the least connivance or screening; Let 
them also, vith their whole hearts, consult and deliberate, And report fully, and 
with fidelity, as to the measures they, on investigation, propose, for the secure 
establishment of regulations, so as to create confident hopes that the barbarians 
will be disposed to submit gladly, and that fraudulent merchants will not dare to 
indulge their desires of peeling and scraping them. Then will they (Loo and 
his colleagues) not have failed of accomplishing" ! the duties of their officers. 
Make known this edict. Respect, this.” 


’ i Inclosurc 2 in No. 30. ■ 

'.9 

\ 1 ■ 

Imperial Edict, against the importation of Opium. 

November 3, 1S&L 

• 

ON the 3rd day of the 10th moon (November 3rd), was received the 
following supreme mandate.. 

“ Loo and his colleagues have made a report of the existing eircum 
stances of foreign vessels selling opium, and of the measures taken for; 
inquiring and acting with regard thereto. The Canton barbarian vessels 
which.clandestinely, bring opium, chiefly dispose thereof in the outer seas; 
having a race of native bandits hooked together with them, to afford 
them supplies and remove (their cargoes). Loo and his colleagues have 
given strict Commands to the war vessels, from time td' time to urge and 
compel the barbarian vessels to get under weigh, and to prohibit the 
native vessels and tanka-boaLpeoplc from holding intercourse with the 
barbarian vessels; also, with severity to seize the smuggling native 
vagabonds. • 

“ But When all the vessels are crowded together on the face of the 
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sea, it is difficult to separate the worthless stones and ‘gems;’ it,only 
remains, after the merchant vessels of evefy.nation have sailed;. g.!iy&y, 
to examine thoroughly, and if there be on the sea any warchqujjfeg 
smuggling ships, immediately to send forth the naval force, and with a 
great display of lofty dignity, strictly to drive them out. Orders should 
further he given tq the officers to appoint two cruisers to anchor at sea, 
among the barbarian vessels, in order to make search, and to prevent 
all native vessels and tanka-boats from approaching the barbarian 
vessels to hold clandestine dealings with them; that thus the 1 supply 
.of provisions may be cut off. If any native vagabonds go in fast-boats 
to the barbarian vessels, to land the opium for sale? or clandestinely 
to purchase goods, let them be immediately sought after, seized, and 
brought to trial, and punished with severity. The military commandants 
and the district magistrates, on the inner rivers, must also be held 
responsible for appointing cruizing vessels at the maritime ports; to be 
severally stationed, in positions previously arranged, so as to occupy 
all the inlets communicating with the sea; and there to cruize about 
in rotation throughout night, for the purpose of making seizures. If 
any people, taking (opium) to sell, steal through, either inward or outward, 
let them be immediately' seized and committed. Let the custom-houses, 
one and all, search strictly, and with real earnestness. And whenever a 
seizure has been made of men or vessels Smuggling what is contraband, 
or evading the duties, let application be i/muediatcly made, according to 
rule, and the parties be severally rewarded and encouraged. If any 
officers are negligent in keeping up guard, or if soldiers or policemen 
take fees to connive, let the soldiers or policemen be punished according 
to law, and let the commanding officer be reported against with severity. 
Let the local officers be commanded also to impiire after, and seize native 
vagabonds who open ‘opium furnaces,’ making diligent search for them, 
and punishing severely. If any officers do not act with fidelity, they 
must, whenever convicted, be severely reported against. Let the Hong 
merchants, likewise, be commanded to enjoin commands on the English 
barbarian merchants, that they are mutually to examine and inquire, 
and that if one vessel smuggle and evade the dCities, all the vessels shall 
be immediately prohibited trading; that thus they‘may themselves lie 
caused severally to investigate, and adopt preventive measures, which will 
be a plan more sure and perfect. 

“ Loo and his colleagues, when they meet with any of these cases and 
circumstances, must punish offenders, they are not permitted to extend 
mercy towards them. Still more must they not, in lapse of time, become 
careless and indolent, regarding this as a mere prepared document.” 

There is, further, a postscript to the report, stating, that *‘by nature 
the barbarians have no other object but gain, and their clandestine trade 
having existed long, they certainly will not contentedly relinquish it. 
Either after the Government force has dispersed, they will come again, or 
else they will creep, rat-like, into other provinces.”. The said Governor 
and his colleagues are imperatively required to keep them under very 
strict controul, maintaining, outside, a cruizing squadron of Government 
vessels, and within, a strict guard at the maritime entrance; so that they 
may neither dispose of goods, nor yet be suffered to escape into .other 
provinces. To sum up, they are expected to form plans, and conduct the 
matter securely, strictly prohibiting, till they eradicate offences; then will 
they not have failed of fulfilling the duties of their offices. Respect this.” 


No. 31. 

_ ». 

J. F. Davis, Esq., to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 18, 1835. J 

(Extr ct.) _ Macao, January 19, 1835. 

AFTER the lapse of considerably more than three menth* since the 
re-opening of the trade, consequent on Lord Napier’s retirement from 
Canton, I am‘tempted to take a brief review of the principal occurrences 
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of this period, as the best grouild of an opinion concerning the measures’ 
which His Majesty’s Government may deem it fit to adopt relatively" to 
China. 

I am aware that two courses of a very opposite nature, might have 
been taken by me, subsequent to Lord Napier’s decease, in lieu of the 
one which, according to the best of my own judgment, and with the 
entire concurrence of the Board, I have pursued; and which, considering 
that a. season of unusual commercial activity, and an increased amount 
of tonnage, is now drawing quietly to a close with the monsoon, I see no 
reason'to regret^ I might, in the first place, have tried the effect of a mea¬ 
sure which has not been without its advocates, and which (under very pecu¬ 
liar and favourable circumstances) was successful in 1814. I mean the 
withdrawal of the ships from the river, and the stoppage of the trade on 
our part, I do not deny that this might have been productive of con¬ 
siderable embarrassment to the local government for the time: but the 
ill-success of such a course in the season of 1829-30, when the Company’s 
ships were detained for about live months to little or no purpose, was a 
warning which I now do not regret having *profited by. The effect of such 
detention on private shipping would have been ruinous, and a serious 
blow to the future trade with this country. 

I might, on the other hand, have adopted the opposite extreme 
measure of an immediate submission to the dictates of the local govern¬ 
ment, and have proceeded to Canton to place myself under the manage¬ 
ment of the Hong merchants; but from this l was deterred by the 
conviction, stated to your Lordship in my despatch of the 11th November, 
that “ any adjustment ought to take place as the result of a mutual 
necessity; ami that an unbecoming and premature act of submission on 
our part, under present circumstances, could not fail to prove a fruitless, 
if not a. mischievous measure.” 1 feel persuaded that it would have been 
the most effectual means of preventing the Emperor's favourable edict, 
inclosed in my despatch of the 2nd instant. 

The proclamations of the Viceroy, (copies of which T had the honour 
to forward under dato.s the 2nd and lltli November,) calling for the 
election or appointment from home, of a “trading chief ” betrayed the 
difficulty which the local government had brought on itself by its refusal 
to acknowledge Lord Napier. Translations of subsequent papers (not 
intended for our perusal), which I had the honour to forward on the 18th 
November, proved the importance which the local government really 
attached to the trade, and its anxiety to avoid a rupture; as well as the 
responsibility which the Emperor had fixed on the Viceroy, in respect to 
the preservation of tranquillity. 

It was reasonably hoped by the Commission, that a; complete silence 
and abstinence from all further attempts to negotiate with the Canton 
Government, pending the reference home, might be attended with a 
favourable effect. The Imperial edict, forwarded with my despatch of the 
2nd instant, in wlfich the blame of the transactions of August and 
September is thrown on the Hong merchants, and the late troubles 
attributed to their extortions on the trade, must be viewed as an unequi¬ 
vocal sanction of that opinion. To repeat the words of my former 
despatch, “ a species of apology is thus provided for the late occurrences, 
and a desire professed to remedy grievances, in expectation, perhaps, that 
the "harsh, unreasonable, and unprecedented measure of rejecting Lord 
Napier’s first letter of announcement, and subsequent attempts at direct 
correspondence, may expose it to the risk of future and embarrassing 
discussions. 

An opportunity .is afforded by this Imperial document, which His 
Majesty’s Government (should it be indisposed to accede to the Chinese 
proposition of a “trading chief,”) may not be inclined to neglect, in making 
an appeal to the Court of Peking, against the conduct of its servants at 
Canton, whose corrupt system, in relation to the European commerce; 
tends nearly as much to defraud the Emperor of his dues, as to oppress 
and discourage the foreign trader. I am at least persuaded, to repeat the 
expression of my sentiments in a despatch to the Governor General, of 
the 24th October, [Inclosure in No. ‘20 of this collection], .that it could 
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be only the failure of such an appeal, that the policy ami justice of any 
coercive measures towards the local government, would be otherwise 
than questionable. . • 

The .crude and ill-digested Petition to His Majesty from a portion 
of the English traders at Canton (for some of the most respectable 
houses declined signing it) is said to have been drawn up by a casual 
visitor from India, totally unacquainted with this country. 

1 have, &.<■„ 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS, 

Chiefs Superintendent. 


No. 32. 

Extracts from the “Records of Proceedings.” — {Received. July 7, 1835.) 

January 19, 1835.—MR. DAVIS has before expressed his conviction, 
that during the quiet progress of the trade at Canton and biotin, it is the 
obvious duty of this Commission, under existing circumstances, to abstain 
most carefully from anv steps calculated to pledge His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment as to the future, or to impede or embarrass in any nay whatever, the 
commercial transactions of individuals, during the interval that must 
elapse previous to tin; receipt of instructions from home. The same sen¬ 
timents have been expressed in our communications to the Governor 
General of India, with the full impression that it. is expedient, to afford to 
His Majesty’s Government the amplest, time and choice in regard to its 
measures, subsequent, to the arrival of our despatches of last October. 
On these grounds it was deemed most advisable to make no attempts at 
negotiation with the Chinese Government, unless such available advances 
should come from them as might warrant a departure from this rule. 

With his original intention to quit China during the favorable moon- 
soon, and his notice to that effect convexed in his letter of the J7th duly 
last, Mr. Davis has waited since the middle of October to give full time 
for the arrival of replies from Peking, and the development of the views 
of the native authorities; and the result has been a requisition for a 
“trading chief,” and not a king's officer. Under these circumstances it is 
obvious that nothing remains to be done but to await the final determination 
and arrangements of His Majesty's Government. With the concurrence 
therefore, and sanction of the Hoard. Mr. Davis will adhere to his notice 
intimated in July last)to the Foreign Office and the Court of Directors, 
and since then conditionally repeated in a despatch to Viscount Palmerston, 
under date the J3th October. Hut as his proceeding home “on leave,” 
would according to the standing instructions, proven't the succession of 
Captain Charles Elliot to the Hoard, lie will, with a view to securing to 
His Majesty’s Commission, the valuable services of that gentleman, deem 
it his duty to wave any claims, that the form of “absence on leave” 
might afford himself, and v acate entirely his station on embarking; thereby 
causing Captain Elliot, to succeed as a Superintendent by virtue of the 
aforesaid Instructions. 

(Signed) J. E. DAVIS. 

• 

In resigning the office of Chief Superintendent, Mr. Davis this day 
delivered over to Sir George Rest Robinson, llis Majesty's Commission to 
Lord Napier, together with all other official documents, Seal of Office, &c. 

January 21.—Mr. Davis embarked in the ship Asia for England. 

• January 22.—The Hoard assembled, and in pursuance to our 
Instructions under the Royal Signet and Sign Manual, Sir George Best 
Robinson assumed the office and duties of. Chief Superintendent, Mr. 
Astell that of Second, and Captain Elliot, late Secretary, that of Third 
Superintendent. * • 



5'°|k' ; Johnston,i^o^qal^Qd^y jCKief'Superintendent, 
reifCTmt’Fns Commission as SfecfeiAy and Treasurer [to date from the day, • 
of Mr. Davis’ resignation],. :Vpde,r the Seal and Signature of the three 
Sd^IrVniendents. ’ ,.. 


No. 33. 

wv / ■• ’• • . 

Sir'G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 19,1835.) 

(Extract.). ‘ . Macao, January 24, 1835. 

SINCE Mr. Davis’ departure nothing of moment has occurred; but 
I trust shortly to furnish your Lordship with much information, which I 
have reason to hope will prove valuable, relative to ports and harbours 
on the coast of China; the state and nature of the native commerce thereat; 
and the probable advantageous result that would attdnd a well conducted 
trade with places less shackled with the extortions and impositions to 
which we have been so long subjected at Canton. . 


No. 34. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 19, 1835.) 

(Extract.) Macao, February 3, 1835. 

THE almost instant departure of the ship Robarts enables me merely 
to communicate to your Lordship in the most brief manner, that a boat's 
crew, consisting of 12 men belonging to the ship Argyle, bound from 
Bengal to Canton, have fallen accidently into the hands of some lawless 
or piratical people on the.coast, forty or fifty miles westward of this port. 

As soon as the circumstances reached the knowledge of the Superin¬ 
tendents, not a moment* was lost in endeavouring to secure the assistance 
of the Provincial Government, for the recovery of the people. I regret to 
observe, however, that the Canton authorities refused to receive the state* 
ments from the hands of Captain Elliot, who was deputed to convey it, 
because it was not made in the form of a Petition. Your Lordship may 
rely upon our most anxious efforts to deliver these unfortunate people from 
their perilous condition, and l will not fail to forward a detailed statement 
of the matter, as well as all our proceedings therein, by the earliest 
opportunity. 

I have only time to add that the commerce is proceeding uninter¬ 
ruptedly, and there is no reason to apprehend it will be disturbed by this 
unfortunate event. • 


No. 35. 

Extract from the “Records of Proceedings.”—(Received July 7, 1835.) 

January 29, 1835.—Captain Macdonald of the Argyle, this day 
appeared, and deposed to the following statement on oath:— 

Appeared Alexander Macdonald, and deposed, that he is master of 
the British ship Argyll, states, that being bound from Bengal to Canton, 
the ship fetched in between Hawchime and Lieuchce Island on the 21st 
instant. Is qpite certain that*it was somewhere between these points that 
the ship fetched, but cannot speak with more precision, because of the 
state oi the weather which had prevented him from observing for the four 
previous days. Owing to the .damage the sails had sustained, the ship 
was anchored ht this place, an’d, on the morning of the 22nd, at day-light, 
deponent sept^a boat on shore, then distant about two miles, with the 
view to seek a pilot. The boat contained the second officer of the ship, 
- M 



an European Sookanee, a Manilla Sookaijee, and nine lascars, twelve in 
number altogether. The boat was not armed, and Deponent is persuaded 
that ncj outrage was offered to the natives by the boat’s crew. The boat 
did not return to the ship at all; at about one o’clock, however, two 
Chinese boats came off and communicated with the ship. The people 
asked whether she was bound to Macao? Deponent desired them to go on 
shore, and send off his boat. They pretended to go, but returned,—that 
is to say. two men returned in a sampan [a small boat] and intimated by 
signs, that the boat’s crew were seized. They offered, before the ship 
left the place, on the 22nd, to bring the people back, if Deponent would 
give them 500 dollars. He had not the money with him,, and, under 
all the circumstances of the case, he thought it best to repair to this place, 
where lie arrived to-day. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER MACDONALD. 

Sworn before me, this 2'Jlh day of January, 1835. 

(Signed) G. B. ROBINSON. 

Chief Superintendent, 

As there appeared to be no doubt that these unfortunate men had 
fallen into the hands of some of the notoriously lawless people upon the 
part of the coast indicated in the deposition, the Superintendents deter¬ 
mined to lose no time in formally and respectfully reporting the circum¬ 
stances to the direct knowledge of the principal authorities at Canton. 
With this view, they caused the following note to lie translated into 
Chinese by M. Gut/.laff, and its sentiments to be rendered in a manner 
conformable to the genius of t he language, and in accordance with those 
respectful inodes of communication adopted by public officers in their 
' reports to each other. 

“To his Excellency the Governor of the two provinces of Kwangtung 
and Kwangse. 

“The Undersigned have the honor respectfully to represent to your 
Excellency, that, &c., [ here was recited a succinct statement of the 
circumstances.'] 

“The Undersigned are very conscious that your Excellency will hear 
of the violent outrage committed by these evil-disposed people upon His 
Majesty the King of England’s subjects, driven by distress upon the coast, 
with feelings of sincere regret; and they have a firm confidence in the 
earnestness of your Excellency's efforts to deliver these unfortunate 
innocent men from their perilous condition with the utmost promptitude. 
In the discharge of a solemn duty to the King their gracious Sovereign, 
and in a sense of respect to your Excellency, it has been judged right, to 
submit this important representation in the most direct manner, by the 
hands of a member of His Majesty’s Commission, who is accompanied by 
the captain of the ship, and is authorised to carry on any official commu¬ 
nications which may be needful. It has also been considered decorous and 
reasonable to refrain from taking any urgent steps for the recovery of the 
people, until jour Excellency shall be made acquainted with the disastrous 
transaction. 

“The Undersigned avail themselves of this occasion to offer to your 
Excellency the expression of their highest consideration and respect. 

(Signed) 

“ G. B. ROBINSON, 1st ) 

“ J. H. ASTELL, 2nd [Superintendent.” 

“ CHARLES ELLIOT, 3rdj 

i 

The version in Chinese of this document, as prepared by M. Gutzlaff, 
is as follows:— ' . 

“ La, Ah, and E, by British Royal Commission Superintendents of 
their country’s affairs, communicate jointly and respectfully to your 
Excellency the Governor of the two Kwang, Loo. 

“ That on the first day of the first month, the 15th"year of Taou- 
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Kwang, (January 29th J.835), Ma, [Alexander Macdonald], a captain of’ 
their nation, reported: 

“ That his ship called the Argyle, whilst on her voyage from ' 
Bengal, met unfortunately with storms and made St. John’s, when she 
anchored in a harbour on the cast coast, near to New-Keo-Chow. 

“That, on the 23rd of the L2th month of the 14th year of Taoukwang 
[January 21st, 1835j, he sent his mate, two helmsmen, and nine sailors in 
his boat on shore, with the intention of procuring a pilot, who might 
guide his ship over the shoals to Macao. 

“ That the inhabitants of St. John's being unfortunately ruffians, seized 
on a sudden upon our people, twelve in number, taking them prisoners, 
and forcibly possessing themselves of their boat. 

“That, although the said Captain strenuously exhorted them to 
liberate .his sailors, those ruffians demanded by way of extortion, 500 
dollars, for which they would set them at liberty. 

“That two of the inhabitants of St. John's came here in his ship to 
receive that unjust bribe. 

“This coining before us Superintendents, we prepared previously this 
document to represent to your Excellency, that according to decorum, 
we should not ourselves arbitrarily endeavour to get back our country¬ 
men, but we beseech your Excellency most earnestly to issue immediate 
orders to those ruffians of St..John’s, commanding them to give up our 
countrymen without delay. 

“ The Superintendents being extremely desirous to fulfil the duties of 
their office, which they hold by Royal Commission, could not sit down 
with indilference, and see their people in the utmost danger, without 
succouring and assisting them. They therefore deputed the Superin¬ 
tendent K. to repair with the said Captain Ma, to the provincial city, that 
he might with his own hand present this document, and wait for an 
official reply from your Excellency. 

“ Respectfully wishing your Excellency the enjoyment of peace and 
happiness, we communicate in this document a true statement of the case. 

“Done, January 30th, 1835. • 

“ (Signed) CHARLES GUTZLAFF.’’ 

• 

January 30, 1835.—It was considered to be desirable that the three 
Superintendents should sign t his Paper to the Governor, as it appeared to be 
possible that this circumstance might give it rather the character of a 
Report than a Letter [and it will be remembered that the pretext for re¬ 
fusing Lord Napier’s first communication was, because it was a Letter]; at 
all events it was thought preliable that the Chinese authorities might be 
disposed to avail themselves of any change in the form, as a reason for receiv¬ 
ing the statement. The seals of the three Superintendents were affixed to 
their.signatures, but it was determined merely to attach a fly seal to the 
envelope, because it was hoped, that to afford the officer who might be 
deputed to communicate with us. the facility of reading it, would remove 
every rational ground of objection. Upon the address was superscribed 
a short sentence to the efleet, that the report related to matter concerning 
human life. These precautions being taken, it was arranged that the 
third Superintendent (Captain Elliot] should be the bearer of the paper, and 
wilh # aview to prevent excitement, or any pretension that the communication 
was tumultuously presented, it was resolved that the intention should be 
kept perfectly secret, and that only two persons should accompany Captain 
Elliot, vis. M. Gutzlaff and the Captain of the Argyle. It was also 
decided that these gentlemen sh6uld not go to the factories at all, but 
should repair direct to the water gate, [about a mile to the eastward of 
the factories,] at which point an officer in the navy, of Captain Elliot’s 
rank [Captgin Freemantle, fn 1831] had recently delivered a letter from 
the Governor General to the Viceroy. The result of this attempt is, 
described in the following papers. 

February 4, 1835.—The annexed Minute is from the third Super¬ 
intendent. • 


M2 
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Immediately upon the conclusion ■ of our recent visit tothe water- 
gate, I requested M. Gutzlaff to take a note' of the circumstances which 
had occurred there, because I rather preferred that the statement should 
be made*by another hand than my own. I have read his paper which 
is annexed to this minute, with great attention, and I should say, that 
it contains a complete and exact account of the transaction. There can 
be little doubt that the person by whom I was principally beset, acted 
only in the performance of his duty in resisting the entrance of any 
foreigner into the city. It need hardly be observed, however, that he was 
unnecessarily earnest and violent, because there wa# not the least 
disposition on my part to force my way into the city, but simply to 
maintain a position within the first wicket, as is usual on these occasions, 
and to wait there for the arrival of any officers deputed by the Governor, 
with whom 1 might confer. The two Mandarins of rank who did 
eventually come, stayed only to declare that they could receive nothing 
but a Petition, and therefore no opportunity was afTorded to me formally 
to complain of the unbecoming treatment I had experienced. But I 
confess I cannot regret this circumstance, for it is very obvious that the 
true responsibility of this and all other conduct of the same nature, 
attaches entirely to the Government, and is by no means to be set aside 
by the imputation of blame to their subaltern officers. It belongs generally 
to that spirit of unreasonable and dangcrous«impracticability with relation 
to the point of direct intercourse between the public officers of the two 
countries, which is so completely a subject for the consideration and 
disposal of His Majesty’s Government. 

The awakening of eager solicitude upon the part of the highest 
authorities, for the rescue of the king’s subjects, and the inducing a 
serious determination vigorously to pursue the offenders, were the great 
objects of immediate concern to the Commission, and to this extent there 
can be no doubt that our Mission was completely successful. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Third Superintendent. 

• 

Mr. Gutzlaff’s report .—Sunday morning, 1st February, 1835, His 
Majesty’s third Superintendent, Captain Elliot, R»N., the master of the 
British ship Argijle, Alexander Macdonald, and myself, arrived opposite 
the third pagoda in Canton river. 

We went in a three-oared boat to a landing place near the Yew-lan 
Gate, which leads to the Governor’s palace, in order to present a document 
from Ilis Majesty’s Superintendents, addressed to his Excellency the 
Governor, wherein they requested him to give orders for the liberation of 
twelve British subjects who had been forcibly seized upon by some natives 
of St. John’s, and belonged to the British ship Argyle. 

His Majesty’s third Superintendent, Captain Elliot, wore the uniform 
of a post captain of His Majesty’s navy, and directed us both to behave 
towards himself, in the presence of the Mandarin^, with the greatest 
respect, to give an additional proof that he was a King’s officer. He also 
requested me to be courteous in the extreme, when engaged in conversa¬ 
tion with the Mandarins, and not to ofTer any resistance, should violence 
be used towards us. 

We entered, accordingly, the Yew-lan Gate, and had proceeded a few 
houses farther, when, all on a sudden, the soldiers fell upon Captain Elliot, 
one of them, a second lieutenant, with a brass knot), grasping the hilt- of 
his sword and struggling with him for several minutes, until Captain 
Elliot fell on the ground. In the mead while, I addressed the soldiers in 
a loud voice, that the gentleman whom they maltreated was an officer of 
His Britannic Majesty, and came here upon a most urgent affair, which 
concerned the lives of twelve British subjects, *but they did no$ listen, and 
pushed him very hard. I then placed myself near a pillar, and endea¬ 
voured to reason with these violent men, which had the desired effect, for, 
upon hearing that we came in the service of His Britannic Majesty, -they 
desisted from offering violence to me; nevertheless, they continued to treat 
Captain Elliot with the greatest indignity, whilst I myself 1 went up the 
street to find out, if possible, an officer of rank; but not succeeding, I 
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Warned back, and saw Captain Elliot, and afterwards Macdonald, forcibly 
* dragged and pushed through two wicket gated. Hereupon, I most 
’ solemnly, in the hearing of all bystanders, protested, that Captain Elliot, 
being an officer of His Britannic Majesty, had come hither wfth a docu¬ 
ment addressed to his Excellency the Viceroy, concerning the lives of 
twelve British subjects, and was on no account to be ill-treated. 1 exhorted 
them to abstain from this outrage, but the lieutenant, as well as the other 
soldiers, answered me with a sneer, took hold of me, and threw me out of 
the gate. 

VVc stood now between the Yew-lan and the two wicker gates, when 
wo were met by a military Mandarin, in his uniform, wearing a blue knob, 
and being preceded by several men who carried chairs. To him Captain 
Elliot addressed himself, and presented the document, which he refused to 
receive-, and 1 was then requested to state to the said Mandarin, in plain 
terms, that this was His Britannic Majesty’s officer, who had come here 
upon a most important affair which concerned the lives of British 
subjects, and was anxious to hand this doeufhent to a Mandarin of rank, 
that he might transmit it to his Excellency the Governor, lie treated this 
appeal with contempt. I, therefore, showed him the outside of the docu¬ 
ment, where it was stated, that this matter was of the highest importance, 
and concerned the lives of British subjects. lie read it and sneered con¬ 
temptuously. Captain Elliot then requested, through me, that the lieute¬ 
nant who had treated him, a British officer, with such indignity, should 
be punished. The military Mandarin laughed, saying. “ You an officer!” 
We pointed, therefore, to the epaulets and the other insignia of rank, and 
the bystanding soldiers remarked, that gold naturally indicates rank, 
whilst the officer silenced them and sneered. He then took off his upper 
robes, and Captain Elliot declined any farther conversation. 

Whilst the Mandarin withdrew, we were exposed to a great mob, 
drawn hither by curiosity, in witnessing so extraordinary a scene. The 
soldiers now collected in greater numbers, and placed themselves before 
the wicket gate where we stood, some or them having whips in their 
hands, whilst others a]>peared on the opposite side, and drove the multitude 
away. , 

Shortly afterwards some Linguists came and desired to converse with 
us. Captain Elliot requested me to tell them, that we wished to commu¬ 
nicate our affairs to a messenger from the Viceroy, a Mandarin of rank. 
This I told them in Chinese; and farther refused to hold any conversation 
with any man who was not an officer of Government. 

We had waited half an hour longer, when several Mandarins, all in 
their State uniform, arrived ; and amongst them we observed Mowqua, a 
senior Hong merchant, who wore a peacock’s feather and a crystal globe. 
The same Linguist addressed us again, and desired that we might com¬ 
municate the affair, and give him the document. As he, however, met 
with a refusal the gates were thrown open, and we were brought into the 
presence of two ge*ncral officers, who wore red buttons, and had seated 
themselves in the Watch-house. As soon as Captain Elliot tried to sit 
down, they rose, and he presented, most respectfully, the document to one 
of them ; but the Mandarin refused to receive it. These officers, as we 
were told, had been deputed by the Governor, and 1 therefore again 
stated in a loud voice, that Captain Elliot was a British officer, who was 
come here to represent a most urgent case which concerned the lives of 
twelve British subjects; but he replied, “ we only receive Petitions.” I 
showed him the cover of the document, upon which the above words were 
written, which he read. After this both left us abruptly, and repeated, 
“ We only receive petitions.” We therefore withdrew, and returned to 
our boat. 

(Sigflcd) CHARLES GUTZLAFF, 

Joint Interpreter.. 

\' 

[Mem.: F. O., 1840.—IT is not necessary to state all that subse¬ 
quently passed between the* Superintendents and the Chinese authorities 
relating to tfiis case: suffice it to say, that the authorities are represented 
to have exerted themselves zealously; that on the 20th of February, 
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intelligence was received at Macao, that the officer and boat’s crew of the 
Argyie. had arrived at Canton on the 18th ; 'that they were restored to 
their ship on the 19th; that the ship was secured in the usual way; 
and that the first part of her cargo reached Canton on the 23rd.] 


No. 36. 

Sir (i. B. Itobinson to Lord William Benlinek. Governor General °f 
India, transmitted to the Foreign Office by the Secretary to the 
Superintendents.—(Received July 7, 1833.) 

(Extract.) Macao, February 21, 1835. 

SINCE the departure of Mr. Davis the trade has been drawing unin¬ 
terruptedly to a close, nearly all the ships with tea cargoes having 
sailed. 

With regard to the actual position of affairs, from the circumstances 
of our removal from Canton, and being cut off from communication with 
the natives generally. I am unable to furnish any decided opinion of my 
own; but from the most authentic private information I have strong 
reasons to believe, that, under an assumed appearance of perfect indiffer¬ 
ence, the local authorities are iti a state of extreme apprehension and 
disquietude, as to the consequences likely to result from the events of the 
past year. The Canton population arc said to be intensely anxious, and 
to interest themselves greatly in the question of our political situation 
with their Government. 


No. 37. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 7, 1835.) 

(Extract.) Mm'ao, February 27, 1835. 

1 HAVE now the honour to forward to your Lordship the first of a 
Scries of Essays or Remarks by the Rev. Charles Gutsdaff *. 

Fully impressed with the great importance of transmitting every 
intelligence respecting this country, immediately on assuming the duties 
of office, l requested Mr. Gut/daff would furnish me with any information 
likely to prove of moment or interest, being convinced no person could be 
st» well qualified as this gentleman who, your Lordship must be aware, 
has had more remarkable and favourable opportunities of making 
observations and thereby forming opinions, than perhaps any other 
European, at least in modern times. If this assertion should be ques¬ 
tioned, on the ground that many others have resided for a longer period 
in the country, I may be permitted to observe, tlutt men engaged in 
mercantile or other pursuits at Canton, confined within narrow limits, 
and only deriving casual information from ignorant if not interested 
persons, Hong merchants. Linguists, and servants, cannot, T presume, be 
quoted as equally good authority with an individual who, disregarding all 
the luxuries and comforts of civilized life, has not only visited the coast 
in European vessels, but adopting the dress, habits, and. what is more 
surprising, the language of these people, has associated with them on a 
familiar looting in various places, known formerly to no Europeans, and 
now only to a few. Of an energetic and enthusiastic disposition, influ¬ 
enced by the highest motives, and carried away perhaps by over-sanguine 
hopes and expectations in his religious views, it is possible Mr. Gutzlaff 
may have adopted some fallacious ideas, as Ur the facilities of extending 
British commerce to other ports in China; but l am thoroughly con¬ 
vinced the most successful results would attend decided and vigorous 

* tho subs^anru of this and all Mr. Gutzlaff's other Essays on the Statistics of China, sent to the 
Foreign Office by the Superintendents, has been printed in a work published by Mr.tjditZ'. T in Lon¬ 
don, in the year 1838, called « China Or bn Ed.'* 
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measures on the part of the British Government, to achieve an object of 
such infinite importance. 

I cannot speak from personal experience, having never yisited the 
coast; but from the period when the first ship, the M hr ope, Captain 
Parkyns, 1820-21, commenced the system of delivering opium at various 
places, I have closely questioned intelligent men, who have had opportu¬ 
nities of making observations; and the result of my inquiries is the 
conviction, that the people are intensely desirous to yngage in traffic, 
certain to prove alike advantageous to themselves and to foreigners ; that 
the Mandarins are anxious to benefit thereby, but are, relunctantly 
perhaps, compelled to enforce the prohibitions regarding trade ; and that 
an opening for almost unbounded commercial operations would be the 
desirable effect of little more than a demonstration on the part of our 
Government, of a determination to establish a proper understanding in 
the political and commercial relations of the two countries. 

The ease and fluency of Mr. Gutzlaff's style afford a striking proof 
of the aptness of this gentleman, a native of Stettin in Prussia, in 
acquiring languages, and of the proficiency which he attains. 

Throughout, his writings, your Lordship will perceive an anxious 
wish to call our attention to the incalculable advantages that would 
accrue from the establishment of a trade at other ports in China, and the 
facility with which he anticipates so important an object might be 
accomplished. 


No. 38. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received Augusta, 1835.) 

My Lord. Macao, March 30, 1835. 

1 11AVK the honour to inclose a document recently issued from the 
Iloppo’s office, containing a memorial from the Provincial Government 
to the Kmperor, ginbodying eight regulations respecting the foreign trade 
and intercourse. These restrictions are described in the memorial to be 
“additional and altered.” 1 cannot, say, however, that the alterations 
or additions arc framed in such a spirit, or proceed to such an extent, 
as would render adherence to these eight rules at all more compatible 
witli the conduct of the trade, or our continuance in the country for one 
njontli. than to the eight several times multiplied, already deposited in 
the Company’s Archives. In fact, perhaps 1 need hardly observe to your 
Lordship, that the single object of the republication of these instruments 
from time to time, is to enable the Local Government to evade respon¬ 
sibility, in. every conceivable contingency which may arise out of the 
foreign intercourse, by fixing the dut y of a most minute controul upon 
other persons. Whilst things proceed in a quiet and usual course, 
the regulations are not adverted to. but the moment there is the smallest 
degree of present inconvenience, the provincial authorities turn to this 
most comprehensive rubric of prohibitions, and immediately pronounce 
that certain traitorous Hong merchants, &c\, &e„ (always choosing men 
of substance,) have been guilty of a breach of the laws of the empire. 
Their own vindication in the eyes of the Kmperor is then attempted, and 
pretty generally achieved by the vigorous pursuits of these victims, fining 
them heavily, or putting them to death, or both, as the urgency of the 
case shall seem to require. I ant disposed to believe that the publication 
of this document, j*ist. now, may be taken to afford some evidence of 
a state of considerable disquietude, some expectation of difficulties at 
hand: at all events, I know of no other observation w ith which it appears 
to be wortfi while to trouble your Lordship upon the subject. The posture 
of public affairs in this country continues unchanged since the date of my 
despatch of the 4th ultimo. 

* * I have, &c., 

- (Signed) G. B. ROBINSON, 

Chief •Superintendent. 
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Inclosurc in No. 3$. • 

Document* from the Hoppo, containing a Memorial from the Ca/hton 
Government to the Emperor, with Eight Regulations restrictive of 
Foreign Trade. 

March 8, 1835. 

PANG, by Imperial appointment, Superintendent of the Maritime 
Customs of Canton, &.C., &c.. issues this order to the Hong merchants, 
requiring their full acquaintance with the contents thereof. 

I have received the following communication from the Governor. 

“ Whereas I, the Governor, united, on the 28th day of the 1st moon, in 
the 15th year of Taoukvvang, with your Excellency the Hoppo, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Kwangtung, Ke, in framing a respectful memorial 
concerning restrictive regulations, decided on for direction of the trade 
and of barbarians. We must now await the receipt of a reply in vermilion 
(/. e. in the Imperial hand-writing), when the same shall be reverently 
recorded and communicated to you. 

“ A communication is at the same time addressed to the Governors 
of the Metropolitan Provinces (Chihle and Kcangnan), and of Minche, 
(Chekeang and Fuhkcen,) and to the Lieutenant-Governors of the 
provinces Keangsoo, Chekeang, and Fuhkeeii, requesting that they would 
issue general orders to all civil and military officers along the coasts 
within their jurisdiction, strictly to command that the merchant-ships, 
hereafter, when resorting to Canton to purchase foreign goods, shall one 
and all repair to the chief custom-house of Canton, and request a stamped 
manifest, enumerating the goods and their quantities, likewise to disallow 
private, purchases; and also to maintain strict investigation, that if any 
vessels from sea, bringing home transmarine goods, be found on exami¬ 
nation, to be without the stamped manifests of the custom-house, such 
goods may be immediately regarded as contraband, and examination 
made, and punishment inflicted, according to the regulations. 

“ Instructions also arc given to the Tungche of Macao, for him 
immediately to give strict orders to the pilots, the compradors, and so 
forth, that they may obey and act accordingly. ' Hereafter they are 
imperatively required to adhere to the regulations established by memo¬ 
rial to the Emperor; they are to be careful in piloting vessels, and they 
must not unlawfully combine (with foreigners) to smuggle, if the barbarian 
ships go out or come in contrary to the regulations, or if the barbarians 
clandestinely go about in small boats to places along the coast, rambling 
about the,villagcs and farms ; the said pilots are to be assuredly brought to 
a strict investigation, if t here be any sale or purchase of contraband goods, 
or stealthy smuggling of goods liable to duty, and the compradors fail to 
report according to the truth, they also are to be immediately punished 
with rigour, and are decidedly to have no indulgence {shown to them. 

“ Instructions are likewise given to the Porchings/.e and Anchasze, 
to examine and act in accordance with the tenor of the copy of the 
memorial, and immediately to transmit directions to the civil and military 
officers along the coast (of the province), to act in obedience thereto; 
also to command the Hong merchants and linguists to enjoin orders-on 
the barbarian merchants of every nation, that they may, one and all* act 
in obedience thereto, and not oppose. 

“ Besides all this, it is fitting that I address this communication to 
you the Hoppo, that you may in accordance with the tenor of the copy 
of the memorial, issue orders on all points, to the Hong merchants and 
linguists, that they may enjoin orders on the barbarian merchants of 
every nation, for them to obey and act accordingly.” 

This coming before me, the Hoppo, I unite the circumstances and 
issue this order. When the order reaches the said merchants, let them 
act in obedience to the tenor of the copy of the memorial, and enjoin 
orders on the barbarian merchants of evqry nation, thaj they may 
/ pay obedience thereto. Oppose not! A Special Order! ' 

/ Annexed is a paper, containing a fair copy of the memorial, as 

r ollows:— • 
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“A reverent memorial, respecting restrictive regulations, determined 
on for the direction of the trade, and of barbarians, is hereby presented,, 
imploring the sacred glance to be cast thereon. 

't'With reference to harbarians from beyond the outer seas, cpming 
to Canton to trade, since the time when, in the 25th year of Keen-Lung, 
(1760,) restrictive enactments were fixed by a representation (to the 
throne), there have also been further regulations, from time to time, 
namely, in the 14th year of Kcaking, (1810,) and in the 11th year of 
Taoukwang, (1831,) determined on, by the several former Governors and 
Lieutenant-Governors; and on representation (to the throne) the same 
have been sanctioned; obedience has been paid to them; and they have 
become established laws. These have been complete and effectual. But 
in length of days, wherein they have been in operation, either they have 
in the end become a dead letter, or there have gradually sprung up 
unrestrained offences. 

“ Last year the English Company was ended and dissolved. The 
said nation’s merchants come at their own option to trade. There is 
none having a general eontroul. Although commands have been issued 
to the said nation’s barbarian merchants, to send a letter home to their 
country, to continue the appointment of a Taepan who shall come to 
Canton, for the direction and eontroul (of affairs): yet, as the merchants 
are now many, and individuals are mingled together, while affairs are 
under no united jurisdiction, it is necessarily required that regulations 
should be enacted and published, in order to furnish matter to be obeyed 
and adhered to. But the affairs of time have variations of present and 
past; and, since the English barbarians’ Company is dissolved, the 
attendant circumstances of commerce arc also slightly different from what 
they before were. 

“Besides those old regulations, respecting which it is unnecessary 
further to deliberate, but all which, as formerly, continue to be distinctly 
enumerated in plain commands: and, besides the regulations regarding 
the management of barbarian debts, and regarding the strict seizure of 
smugglers, both which have already been specially represented, there are 
still regulations which require to be reconsidered, for the purpose of 
adding or altering. .These, we. your Majesty's Ministers, calling into 
Council with us the Porchings/.e and Anchas/.e, have carefully deliberated 
upon. 

“ The rides of dignified decorum should he rendered awe-striking, in 
order to repress overstepping presumption ; the bonds of intercourse 
should be closely drawn, in order to eradicate Chinese traitors; the 
restraints on egress and ingress should be diligently enforced; the 
responsible task of investigation and supervision should be care fully 
attended to. Then, surely, with regard to the restrictive enactments, will 
there be increasingly displayed minute care and diligence. At the same 
time, the Hong merchants should he strictly commanded to trade fairly 
and equitably, each regarding highly his respectability, in order that ail 
the foreigners, thoroughly imbued with the sacred dew of favour, may 
universally quake with awe, and be filled with tender regard. 

“ Looking upwards, to aid our Sovereign’s extreme desire to soothe 
into subjection the far-coming barbarians, and to give attention and 
weight to the maritime, guard, we respectfully join these expressions, in 
a reverpnt and duly prepared memorial; and also take the eight regula¬ 
tions which we have determined on, and, making separately a fair copy 
thereof, respectfully offer them for the Imperial perusal; prostrate sup¬ 
plicating our Sovereign to cast the sacred glance thereon, anil to impart 
instruction. A respectful memorial. * 

“Taoukwang, 15thyear, 1st moon, 28th day. (February 25, 1835.)” 

“We respectfully take eight additional and altered regulations, 
restrictive of the barbarians, whereon we have deliberated and decided ; 
and, having attentively made a fair copy thereof, we, with reverence, 
oiler them for the,Imperial perusal.” 

1. The outside barbarians" ships of war conveying goods are not 
permitted to safl into the inner seas. It is requisite to enforce with strict- 

N • 
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ness the prohibitory commands, and to make the naval farce re&pqj^ible 
lbrkeeping them off. . < 

On examination, it appears, that the trading barbarians may,,^rjng 
ships of war to protect their goods themselves. This has, for a long tune 
past, been the ease. But the regulation hitherto existing only permits 
them to anchor in the outer seas, there waiting till the cargo vessels leave 
the port, and then sailing back with them. They arc not allowed to 

S resume to enter the maritime port. From the period of the reign of 
Leaking onwards, they have gradually failed to pay implicit obedieuce to 
the old rule : and, last year, there was again an affair of irregularly 
pushing in through the maritime entrance. -Although the said barbarians, 
'sailing into the shallow waters of the inner river, can effect gothing in the 
least, yet restrictive measures always should be perfect and complete. 
With regard to the line of forts at the Bocca Tigris, there are now some 
additional erections, and some removals in progress; and, at the same 
time, more cannon are being cast, and measures of preparation and 
defence are being determined on. It is, besides this, requisite to enforce 
with strictness the regulations and prohibitions. 

Hereafter, if a ship of war of any nation, conveying goods, presume 
to enter either of the marit ime ports of Cross harbour, or the Bocca, Tigris, 
the barbarian merchants’ cargo vessels shall have their holds altogether 
closed, and their trade stopped; and, at the same time, she (the ship of 
war) shall be immediately driven out. The Naval Commander-in-chief 
also shall be held responsible, whenever he meets with a ship of war of 
the outside barbarians anchored in the outer seas, to give commands 
immediately to all the officers and men of the forts, that they apply 
themselves to the object of keeping up preventive measures against the 
same; also to lead forth in person the naval squadron; to cruize about 
with them in guard of all the maritime entrances; and to unite their 
strength to that of the forts, for the purpose of guarding against (any 
such ship of war). Should the officers or soldiers be guilty of negligence 
and indolence, they shall be reported against with severity. It is impera¬ 
tively necessary that the power of the naval and land forces should be 
mafic to act in unbroken concert, so that the barbarian ships may have 
no way of irregularly pushing through. 

2. When barbarians stealthily transport muskets and cannon, or 
clandestinely bring up foreign females or foreign sailors, to the provincial 
city, the Hong merchants shall be held responsible in all points, for 
investigating the matter. 

It appeavs on examination, that barbarians may carry with them one 
sword, one rapier, and one gun, each; this the regulations do not prohibit. 
But if they presume, besides this, to bring cannon and muskets, or other 
military weapons, and foreign females, up to the provincial city, the fixed 
regulations hold the men and officers of the guard stations responsible for 
finding out and stopping them. The guard stations have indeed the res¬ 
ponsible duty of searching and discovering; but th$ barbarian merchants 
at Canton, dwelling in the outside barbarians’ factories, the apartments 
which they occupy are all rented by them from the Ilong merchants. The 
said merchants’ ears and eyes being so dose to them, they certainly cannot 
be ignorant*(of anything they do); it is evidently befitting that they 
should lie held responsible for investigating and finding out. 

Hereafter, the barbarians of every nation shall bo utterly disallowed 
bringing up muskets, cannon, or other military weapons, or foreign 
females, or sailors, to the provincial city. If any should clandestinely 
bring them up, the Hong merchants from whom their factory is rented, 
shall be held responsible for discovering and preventing it, and for dis¬ 
allowing them to be brought into the factory; and* for at the same time 
repairing to the local magistrate to report (any such attempt). Should he 
suffer, connive at, and conceal such, the said Ilong merchant shall be 
punished according to the law against clandestine intercourse with outside 
nations. The officers and men of the guard stations, who fail to discover 
such misdemeanors, shall also be severally tried and rigorously punished, 
as guilty of failing to investigate, and wilfully conniving! 

3. Pilots and compradors of barbarian ships, must havb Jicenscs from 
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the Tungchc of Macao; it must not be allowed that they should be 
privately hired. , 

It is found on examination, that in the office of the Tungchc of Macao, 
thfere have hitherto been appointed fourteen pilots; and whenever a bar¬ 
barian ship arrives in the sea outside of the Bocca Tigris, a report should 
be made to the said Tungche, that he may command a pilot to tyke the ship 
into the port. For the provisions and necessaries required by the bar¬ 
barian merchants on board the ship, a comprador should be employed, 
who is also selected from among men conspicuous in their native village 
for substance anti property, and is appointed by the said Tungchc to fill 
the station. Of late, there has constantly been a set. of vagabonds in the 
outer seas, falsMy acting in the capacity of pilots, w ho artfully make away 
with the goods of barbarians, and then run off. There has also been a 
class of vagabonds who craftily assume the name of compradors, and 
unlawfully combine for the purpose of smuggling, and other illegalities. 
When the thing is discovered, and search is made for them, their names 
and surnames having been falsely assumed, there are no means of finding 
and bringing them to trial. 

Hereafter, the Tungche of Macao, when appointing pilots, shall ascer¬ 
tain fully, their age, and outward appearance, their native place and habits 
of life, and shall then give them a place in the list, (of pilots), and also a 
scaled and signed waist-warrant*. A list also shall be kept of them, and a 
full report respecting them sent to he governor's office and to the Custom¬ 
house, to be there preserved. When they have to pilot in a barbarian 
ship, a scaled license shall be given to them, stating explicitly the names 
and surnames of the pilot and of the master of the ship; which when the 
guard stations have verified, they shall let the ship pass on. Any men 
w ithout, the sealed and signed waist-warrant, the barbarian ships must 
not hire and employ. 

With regard to the compradors required by the barbarian ships, when 
anchored at Macao or Whampoa, they must all have waist-warrants given 
to them by the said Tungche, and must be subject at Macao, to examination 
by the said Tungche, and at Whampoa, to examination by the Pwanyee- 
lieen magistrate. If the barbarian ships come in or go out contrary to 
the regulations, or if the barbarians clandestinely go about in small boats 
to places along the coast, rambling among the villages and farms, the 
pilots shall be brought to a strict investigation. And if there be any sel¬ 
ling or purchasing of contraband goods, or any stealthy smuggling of 
goods liable to duty, and the compradors do not report the same according 
to the truth, their offences shall be rigorously punished. 

4. With regard to hiring and employing natives in the barbarian 
factories, there must be limits and rules clearly settled. 

On examination, it appears, that it was formerly the regulation that 
the trading barbarians should not be permitted to hire and employ any 
natives except linguists and compradors. Jn the. 11th year of Taoukwang, 
it was, on representation (to the throne), permitted, that in the barbarian 
factories, for gatekeepers, and for carriers of water, and carriers of goods, 
natives might be hired for (foreigners) by the compradors. But the silly 
populace 'earnestly gallop after gain, anti possess but little shame. And, 
adjoining the provincial city, are many persons who understand the bar¬ 
barian speech. If the barbarians be allowed to hire tliem at their own 
pleasure, it will be difficult to prevent unlawful combination and traitorous 
procedure. It is evidently befitting that a limit and rule should be fixed, 
and that a special responsibility should be created. 

Hereafter, in each barbarian factory, whatever the number of bar¬ 
barians inhabiting it, whether few or many, it shall lie permitted only to 
employ two gate-keepers, and four water-carriers: and each barbarian 
merchant may hire one man to keep his goods. It shall not be permitted 
to employ any moie beyond this limited number. These men, the com¬ 
prador of the barbarian Vactory shall be held responsible for hiring; the 


* This is*a piece of wood with Characters cut thereon, to be carried about the person, hence called 
“ waist-warrant.'* 

N 2 - * 



linguists shall l>c held responsible for securing and filling up the places of 
the compradors; and the Hong merchants shall be held responsible fot 
securing, and filling up the places of, the linguists. (This will be) a 
shutting-up regulation, extending through progressive grades. If there ' 
be any illicit combination, or breach of law, only the one who hired and 
stood security shall be answerable. At the same time, commands shall 
be given to the Superintending Hong merchants, to make out. monthly a 
fair list of the names and birthplaces of the compradors and coolies under 
each barbarian’s name, and hand it in to the district magistrate, to be 
kept in the archives, ready at any time to be examined. As to the carriers 
of goods, the linguists shall be commanded to hire them temporarily, when 
the time comes (that they are required): and when the business is 
finished, to send them back. As to the natives being hired, to become the 
menial attendants of barbarian merchants, under the name of shawan, 
(servants,) it shall be eternally prohibited. Should barbarian merchants 
hire coolies beyond the limited number, or clandestinely hire shawan 
(servants) as menial attendants, the linguists and Hong merchants shall 
both receive punishment. 

5. With regard to barbarians’ vessels sailing about in the inner river, 
there should be reductions anti limitations severally made, and the 
constant practice of idly rambling about should be prohibited. 

It appears, on examination, that the barbarian trading vessels, when 
they enter the port, anchor at Whampoa. In’ going to and fro. between 
Canton and Macao, the English Company's snippers only have hitherto 
been permitted to travel in flag-bearing sampan boats. This kind of 
sampan is a boat with a rather large hull, and a deck over it, rendering 
it easy to carry in it military weapons and contraband goods. Now that 
the Company has been dissolved, all the flag-bearing sampan vessels 
should be done away with. 

As to the barbarians residing in the barbarian factories, they are not 
permitted to presume to go in and out at their own pleasure. In the 21st 
year of Kcaking (181(h, during the period of the former governor, Tseang, 
being in office, it was arranged, that, on three da vs in every month, namely 
the 8th. 18th, and 28th, t hey should be permitted to ramble about once, in 
the neighbourhood. Of late years, the said barbarians have continually 
disol»eycd the old regulations, it is imperathely necessary to enforce 
powerfully tlie prohibitory commands. 

Hereafter, all the barbarians, when their ships reach Whampoa, if they 
have any business requiring them to go to and fro, between Canton and 
Macao, or to interchange letters, shall only be permitted to use uncovered 
sampans, they may not again use flag-hearing sampan vessels. When the 
small sampans pass the custom-houses, they must wait until they are 
searched : and should they have in them contraband goods, or cannon, or 
other military weapons, they must be immediately driven out. The bar¬ 
barians residing in the factories shall only be permitted to ramble about 
once a day, on the 8th, the 18th, rind the 28th days of each month, in the 
neighbouring flower gardens, and the Hao-ehwang-sze turn pic (on Honan). 
Each time there must not be more than ten individuals, and they must be 
limited to flic hour of 5 in the evening to return to their factories. They 
must not be permitted to remain out to sleep or to drink liquor. If, when 
it is not the day when they may receive permission, they should go out 
to ramble, if they should exceed the number often individuals, or if they 
should go to other villages, hamlets, or market places, to ramble about, 
the Hong merchants and linguists shall both receive punishment. 

6. When barbarians petition on any subject, they should in all cases 
petition through the medium of the Hong merchants, in order that the 
dignity of Government, may be rendered impressive. 

On examination, it appears, that the written characters of outside 
barbarians, and of the Central flowery people are, not of the same nature. 
Among them (the former.) there are some who have a rough knowledge 
of Chinese characters, but. they are unacquainted with style and good 
diction, and are ignorant of the rules required for maintainanee of dignity. 
When they petition on affairs, the expressions used are void of intelligent 
signification, and there is always much that it is difficult to,, explain. 
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They also, in an irregular manner, adopt epistolary forms, and confusedly 
proceed to present papers themselves, greatly infringing the dignity, 
of government. Moreover, that for one and the same barbarian affairs, 
petitions should be presented, either through the medium of the Hong 
merchants*, or by barbarians themselves, is an inconsistent mode of 
acting. 

Hereafter, on every occasion of barbarians making petitions on any 
affairs, they must always have the Ilong merchants to petition and state 
the circumstances for them. It is unnecessary that they should them-, 
selves frame the expressions of the petitions. If there be an accusation 
to be brought against a Hong merchant, on any affair, and the Hong 
merchants may perhaps carry it oppressively, and refuse to petition for 
them, then the barbarians may be allowed to go themselves to the offices 
of the local magistrates, and bring forward their charges; and the Hong 
merchants shall be immediately brought to examination and trial. 

7. In securing barbarian ships by Hong merchants, there should be 
employed both securities by engagement and securities by rotation, in 
order to eradicate clandestine illegalities. 

It is found on examination, that when barbarian ships come to 
Canton, the old rule is, that they should be secured by all the Hong 
merchants in successive rotation, and if they transgress the laws, the 
security merchants are alone responsible. Afterwards it was appre¬ 
hended that securing by rotation was attended by offences of grasping 
and oppressive dealing, and all the Keankeo barbarian (/. c. country) 
ships were therefore permitted themselves to invite Hongs to become 
their securities. Now. the Company has been dissolved, and the bar¬ 
barian ships that come are scattered, dispersed, and without order; if 
the responsibility of being secured by the Hong merchants in rotation be" 
again enforced, as formerly, it is apprehended that offences of extortionate 
oppression will arise. And yet, if suffered themselves to choose their 
securities, it is difficult to insure that there will not be acts of unlawful 
combination. 

Hereafter, when the barbarian ships arrive at Canton, they shall still, 
as formerly, be pcrmitted’to invite Hongs wherein they have confidence, 
to become their engaged securities, and all the trade in goods, the 
requesting permits, the payment of duties, and the transaction of public 
affairs, shall be attended to by the engaged security merchant. In the 
payment of duties, the tariff regulations shall be conformed to; it shall 
not be allowed to make the smallest fractional addition. At the same 
time, to each vessel shall be appointed a security by rotation, which duty 
each of the Hongs shall fidfd in the order of successive routine. It shall 
be his special duty to examine and investigate affairs. If the engaged 
security merchant join with the barbarians to make sport of illegal 
practices and traitorous machinations, or secretly add to the amount of 
duties, or incur debts to the barbarians, the security merchant by rotation, 
shall be held responsible for giving information thereof according to the 
facts, that the other may be brought to an investigation, and that any 
debts may be reclaimed. If the security by rotation connive, he shall 
also on discovery be brought to an investigation. 

8. If barbarian ships on the seas clandestinely sell goods chargeable 
with duty, the naval force should be held responsible for finding out and 
seizing Jthc same. Also, communications should be sent to all the seaboard 
provinces requesting them to examine and investigate. 

It appears, on examinat ion, that when the barbarian ships of every 
nation bring goods to Canton, it is reasonably required that they should 
enter the port, pay measurement charges and duties, and sell off, through 
the medium of the Ilong merchants. But the said barbarian vessels 
continually cast anchor in the qutcr seas, and delay entering the port., and 
some even do not at all enter the port, but return and sail away: not only 
storing up and selling opium, but also, it is feared, clandestinely disposing 
of foreign goods. We, your Majesty’s Ministers, on every occasion of 
this being reported to us, have immediately replied by strict directions to 
the naval force, ^to urge and compel them to enter the ports, or if they 
will not enter the port to drive them instantly away, and not permit them 
to loiter about. We have also appointed officers at the various maritime 
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entrances,' to seize with strictness, smuggling vagabonds. In repeated 
.instances, men and vessels going out to sea to sell opium have been 
seized, and on investigation, punishment has been inflicted. But the 
provincc'of Canton has a line of coast continuous along the provinces of 
Fuhkeen, Chekeang, Keangsoo, and Teentsin (Chihle). Traitorous 
vagabonds of the several provinces sail in vessels of the sea on 
the outer ocean, and clandestinely buy and sell goods, dealing with the 
barbarians, and then carry back ("their purchases) by sea. This class of 
•traitorous dealers neither entering nor leaving by any of the sea-ports of 
Canton, there arc no means of guarding against or seizing them,. And 
the foreign goods having a divided consumption, the amount that enters 
the port, is gradually lessened, the consequences of which oq the duties 
are great. 

Hereafter, the naval Commander-in-chief should be held responsible 
for giving commands to the naval vessels to cruize about in the outer seas 
in a constant, course: and if there be any dealers approaching the 
barbarian ships, clandestinely to purchase foreign goods, immediately to 
seize them and give them over for trial and punishment. Also, regulations 
should be established, that vessels of the sea, of whatever province, when 
wanting to purchase foreign goods, shall all repair to the chief Custom¬ 
house of Canton, and request a sealed manifest, enumerating the goods 
and their quantities, and that none shall be permitted to make private 
purchases. Communications should be scift to the provinces of Fuhkeen 
Chekeang, &c„ that general orders may be issued, requiring obedience to 
be paid to this, anti that strict search may be maintained in all the 
sea-ports, that if any vessel of the sea bring back foreign goods, and it 
appears that she has not the sealed manifest of the Custom-house, they 
snail be immediately regarded as contraband, and on legal investigation, 
the vessel and cargo confiscated. 

Taoukwang, 15th year, 2nd moon, 10th day. (March 8th, 1835.) 


No. 39. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston—(Received September 26,1835.) 

(Extract.) Macao, April, 13, 1835- 

AT the same time that I am intimating my resolution to maintain 
our present position until wc are in possession of the views and intentions 
of His Majesty’s Government, 1 shall not fail to take advantage of casual 
and unforeseen incidents, whereby beneficial results may be obtained. 

I was credibly informed that the local authorities and Chinese 
generally, were in a state of much anxiety and alarm sometime ago, when 
the early ships from Bengal were expected. An unfounded and absurd 
report which ill-judging persons ignorantly or mischievously promulgated, 
of seven or more ships of war being off the coast, produced a lively sen¬ 
sation and considerable alarm in Canton ; but the arrival of letters and 
papers from India putting an end to immediate apprehension, and 
encouraged, I fear, in the idea that the events of last year will be consigned 
to oblivion, 1 believe little comparative interest is exhibited at the present 
moment, although there is no doubt their fears and anxiety will again 
return as the time approaches for the arrival of important despatches. 

It now becomes a painful but imperative duty to express unfeigned 
regret at the dissensions and violent party spirit that has so fatally pre¬ 
vailed, and even now exists to a fearful extent, amongst the mercantile 
community of Canton. Your Lordship will, 1 feel certain, acquit me of 
any other feeling, save a sense of duty, when T call your attention to this 
dangerous state of society, and express fay firm conviction that the un¬ 
toward reception at, and disastrous removal of, His Majesty’s Commis¬ 
sion from Canton, was mainly tq be attributed to the bitter party feeling, 
which I am sorry to assert, rcigrted at^ the very moment when general 
unanimity, and cordial cooperation', should have aided £tnd strengthened 
the efforts of its officers • 

In no country, in no case, are dissensions so injurious, or unanimity 



airid’ g*ood will' so essential to the public welfare #,£> in Qhiaa, but. 1, ^anient 
fcd'sllyT have 1 invariably witnessed the evil effects.of an opposite state of 

’tew. > . . • . 

1 Without reverting to the past, I wish strongly to, pokit out ,the 
absolute necessity of placing the officers of government as much beyond 
these influences as practicable; their most strenuous efforts and best 
exertions must lx* in vain, if counteracted by a strong undercurrent, if I 
may so express it. To prevent an evil of this nature is perhaps impos¬ 
sible, but 1 conceive it might !>e in a degree lessened, were every British 
subject, every British ship, removed fjom the river, previous to the com¬ 
mencement <if*any sort of communication with the local authorities. 
Timely at*d reasonable notice being given, 1 should not anticipate remon¬ 
strance on an occasion where personal apprehensions would have their 
due weight. A retirement to Macao would hardly have the desired 
effect, and probably lend to many difficulties: to avoid which I would 
venture to recommend the embarkation of all British families and subjects 
resident at that place, until political arrangements were perfectly con¬ 
cluded, on board the merchant, ships, which might then take their station 
in some of the beautiful harbours in the neighbourhood of Lantao or 
Hong Kong. How far the latter measure is practicable 1 am uncertain, 
but think, if accomplished, it would make a greater impression on the 
Chinese than any expedients hitherto resorted to. 

With the exception of some trifling disputes between commanders, 
officers, and seamen of merchant, ships, which Captain Elliot’s competent 
knowledge of maritime law and usage has enabled me to settle with little 
difficulty, nothing worthy of notice has occurred. 


No. 40. 

Sir (r. li. Robinson io Viscount Palmerston.—( Received January 28,183C.) 

* 

My Lord, * Macao , July I, 1835. 

• 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the accompanying papers, and 
respectfully to recommend them to your Lordship’s earnest attention*. 
Charged with the Superintendence of this great commerce, to be carried 
on under an entirely altered state of circumstances, we have considered it 
incumbent upou us, not to shrink from some responsibility in the early 
and firm establishment of the position, that the safe pursuit of trade in 
this part of the world, (so remote from any means of judicial intervention) 
rests upon some surer basis than the constant existence of dispassionate 
fairness, upon the part of every person from whom money may be 
claimed. . 

Your Lordship will permit me to remark, that almost all the commer¬ 
cial operations of British subjects resorting to this country, will necessa¬ 
rily be mixed up with extensive transactions with native dealers. In that 
quarter, too, then very mischievous results could not fail to ensue if an idea 
were to get abroad, that in the actual state of things there were no 
certain means at hand to constrain an unwilling party, either to submit 
a commercial dispute to equitable means of inquiry and adjustment upon 
the* spot, or to furnish reasonable security that the matter should be 
subjected to adjudication in another place. If such an impression be 

E jrmittcd to obtain, l should be wrong to refrain from declaring to your 
ordship my own strong opinion, (formed from actual observation of 


p Foreign Office, Fabruari), 1840.—Tlu:so. papers relate to a claim of Messrs. Turner & Co., 
upon- Mr. Keating, for a sum of 300 dollars, a statement of which is given in Lord Palmerston’s 
despatch to Captain Elliot, of November 8, 1S3G. The case is only interesting ns showing tho neces- 
ssity there is for the Superintendents being antied with efficient powers to controul British subjects 
in their intercourse and dealings with each other-] 
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event* passing, and i likely to pass, in these early stages of the- relaxed , 
system) that there-would be much reason, to 4ippVehend a serious shock 
to the vast confidence which has hitherto bebn-reposed in the faithapd. 
honour of the British trader. And upon the maintenance of that confi¬ 
dence the very existence of this commerce may be thought to depend; for, 
if the native merchant be brought to think, that the* justice and tfairness ■ 
of the foreigner had failed, it is too probable he would also feel, that all 
had passed away upon which he coukl place any dependence. From his 
own Government he has little to look for, but general indifference, or - 
perhaps exaction, whenever any pretext presents itself for interference in 
his concerns. * 

In the Act of Parliament to regulate the trade to India apd China,* 
it is, amongst other things, enacted, ‘*That it shall and may be lawful 
for His Majesty, by such an Order as to His Majesty in Council shall 
appear expedient and salutary, to give to the Superintendents in the said 
Act mentioned, or any of them, powers and authorities over, and in 
respect of, the trade and commerce, and for the direction of His Majesty’s 
subjects within the dominions of the Emperor of China.” In the first 
Order, passed by His Majesty in Council on the 9th December, 1833, it 
was thereupon ordered, “ that the Superintendents should be clothed for 
these purposes with all the powers and authorities heretofore vested in 
the Supraeargoes of the East India Company, save so far as the same 
were repealed or abrogated by the Act. of‘Parliament.” In the same 
Order it is then set forth, “ that all the regulations which were in force 
on the 21st April, 1831, were thereby confirmed;” and it was further 
directed, ** that they should be compiled and published." 

Now, my Lord, it is respectfully submitted, that there were no regu¬ 
lations in existence of the nature contemplated in that Order in Council; 
the Supraeargoes had been unaccustomed to interfere in commercial dis¬ 
putes between the very few private traders here: and whenever affairs 
involving either political or commercial difficulty with the Chinese 
presented themselves, they possessed abundant means of doing as much 
as was needful. No English subject was here without a license from the 
Company; and the Committee, in anv case of emergency, had it in their 
power to apprize the Chinese authorities, that the license had been sus¬ 
pended. and that they would in no respect interfere fbr the adjustment of 
any debts the parties complained of might contract, subsequently to the 
date of that notice. The British shipping which resorted to China was 
under the complete controul of the Committee; they either belonged to 
the Company, or were chartered by it; and the country ships were 
furnished with licenses by the Indian Governments, withdrawable at 
pleasure, either by these authorities, or, in cases of exigency, by the 
Committee itself. There had been no need, therefore, for any body of 
regulations having respect to the general direction and controul of 
British subjects in China. 

When difficulties presented themselves, the Committee acted according 
to the best of their judgment in the circumstances of the ease, and it is 
plain that there was flo lack of moans to give effect to their resolutions. 

It has certainly been the anxious desire of this Commission, upon 
every ground of consideration, to interfere as little as was possible, till 
further instructions should reach them from England; but in these 
particular eases they have felt themselves called upon to relax that r\jle. 
They interfered not only in a sense of justice to those of His Majesty’s 
subjects who claimed their assistance, but principally [and this point can 
hardly be too frequently insisted upon] because they plainly perceive the 
practical necessity of setting aside the mischievous impression, that every 
British subject at Canton is at full liberty, in the c‘ase of a commercial 
dispute, either to concede or to refuse to submit his right to detain a sum 
of money claimed by another, to fair means of inquiry and determination. 

Perhaps there is no place where a higher degree of mutual commercial 
good faith subsists than at Canton, or where it is more needful that such 
a feeling should be carefully fostered; and it .is owing in a great degree 
t° this very circumstance, that perhaps there is no place where larger 
.facilities present themselves for the extensive abuse of that 'confidence; 
in the present conjuncture particularly, when an immense trade is thrown 
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open to general 1 speculation and adventure, such opportunities and risks 
must be 'vastly increased. In the spirit, and by the plain intent-of the* 
Act of Parliament, the Orders in Council^ and our Instructions', it is clear 
that we are called upon to watch over and protect this trade; and 
I repeat that I know no circumstances more calculated to injure its best 
interests, than any admission of the position, that there are no means 
to oblige a British subject to comply with the demand of another to 
submit a commercial dispute involving the retention of funds to an 
equitable mode of adjustment here or elsewhere. 

A seoond Order in Council, of the 9th December, 1833, creates a 
Court of Justice, with “ criminal and admiralty jurisdiction, for the trial 
of offences committed by His Majesty’s subjects within the dominions of 
the Emperor of China, and the ports and havens thereof, and on the high 
seas, within 100 miles of the coast of China.” The jurisdiction of this 
Court seciAs to be strictly of a criminal description, and, therefore, dis¬ 
putes of the nature I have adverted to could not fall within its disposal. 
But, indeed, even supposing that it were possible to strain the con¬ 
struction of this Order to the extent that it vested the Chief Superin¬ 
tendent with a civil admiralty jurisdiction, T know not, with the means 
we have upon the spot, how it would be possible to avoid most perplexing 
difficulties, in the attempt to adjust such disputes as these by any process 
of that kind. 

One opinion Mr. Keating has delivered to the effect, that, in our 
present situation, we have no authority to interpose upon the behalf of 
those of His Majesty’s subjects who have claimed our assistance, seems 
to be founded upon a rigidly literal construction of that article of the 
instructions commanding us to take up our residence at Canton, and to 
exercise our functions there, and not elsewhere in the dominions of, the 
Emperor of China, without His Majesty’s sanction. We believe that the- 
single object of this article is to deprive the Commission of the power to 
proceed to any other port in China than Canton, without His Majesty’s 
authority; and we are of opinion, that it is wresting it to a purport 
entirely foreign to its own intent, and to the whole spirit of the Act of 
Parliament and the Orders* in Council, to construe these words in such 
wise as would, in point of fact, for the present, deprive the King of all 
authority over His Majesty’s subjects in this country. I must once more 
assure your Lordship, in a very earnest manner, that 1 am persuaded we 
should be seriously jeopardizing national interests of considerable im¬ 
portance to abandon the right to interfere (so far as circumstances permit) 
to the extent that the Act of Parliament, the Orders in Council, and the 
Instructions have contemplated. We are authorised and commanded*in 
those instruments to use our utmost efforts for the maintenance of peace 
and good order amongst His Majesty’s subjects at Canton, and for the 
safe pursuit of this commerce; and we do not perceive that the nets of the 
native provincial authorities have relieved us from the most efficient dis¬ 
charge of those duties that circumstances admit. In the exercise of 
authority, it always behoves men in public stations to proceed with the 
utmost circumspection (and, sureiy, in the position we arte placed in, it is 
pre-eminently incumbent upon us to be extremely cautious): but the con¬ 
cession of the right to interfere, upon such grounds as Mr. Keating has 
now advanced, would be a step which l must, suppose would be very little 
likely tcvmeet your Lordship’s approbation. 

Mr. Keating finds another argument in support of his exemption 
from any liability to do what we have required from him, in the fact, that 
we are none of us directly appointed # by the Crown. Upon this point it 
seems to be sufficient to say, that the Royal Instructions providing for the 
filling of vacancies occasioned by the death, resignation, or removal of 
any members of this Commission have been strictly adhered to : and the 
appointments made in conformity with those Instructions, have been 
publicly and officially promulgated in the newspaper. Any disregard 
of our authority resting upon grounds of this description is, in effect, a 
denial or disregard of Ilis Majesty’s lawful authority to make such 
provisions. I really feel however, that-it cannot be necessary to trouble 
your Lordship with a detailed reply to all the observations in Mr. Keat- 
ting’s letter of llth June; but one circumstance, it is a duty which I owe 
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to this Commission, and I believe 1 may say, to the public interests, to 
bring under your Lordship’s particular attention. • 

At a certain period'.in the course of this protracted correspondence 
with Mr. Keating, he has neglected to acknowledge several communi¬ 
cations which had been forwarded to him; and as we were informed that 
he had come down to Macao, and as the last of these letters had been 
returned unopened to us* from Canton, it was handed to - a young 
gentleman in the Secretary’s office to be delivered to Mr. Keating at this 
place, in order that wc might be assured it had reached his hand? Upon 
this occasion, Mr. Keating, to use his own language appealed to his 
Excellency the Governor of Macao, as to *• our right to attempt legislation 
whilst unrccogui/.ed here.” 

I offer your Lordship my assurance upon my word, that the parti¬ 
cular circumstance which drew from Mr. Keating this appeal to the 
Governor of Macao, is strictly conlined in point of fact, to the delivery of 
a paper to him, and in point of intention, to the simple desire to ascertain 
that it had reached its destination. Mr. Keating, it might have been 
thought, had sufficient proof before him, that we had no disposition to 
attempt the execution of any formal acts at Macao, in the fact that the 
formal injunction wc forwarded to him. was signed within the limits of 
the port of Canton. 1 hope it will appear to your Lordship that there 
was no need for this description of appeal, or, indeed, I might say, of 
complaint, by a British subject to a foreign authority; and if Mr. Keat¬ 
ing’s -proceeding in this respect has not. involved us in embarrassing 
discussions with the Macao government,—which in our present position 
in China, might ha\e led to a high degree of public inconvenience,—l 
must ascribe the escape to that state of perfect, good understanding which 
subsists between his Excellency and this Commission. 

Upon the whole, my Lord, we have interfered in these claims 
between Messrs. Turner and Co. (acting as the Representatives of absent 
British owners) and of Mr. John Smith, against Mr. Keating, because we 
believed, that it was within the plain intent of the law- that we should 
intromit, if the need were, for the protection of Her Majesty’s subjects in 
their lawful pursuits in cases of this description, and also for other 
reasons which it is unnecessary to recapitulate., In the absence of any 
defined practice, wc recommended such a course as appeared to us to be 
consistent with the general spirit of British law upon such subjects, viz., 
the fairest investigation that circumstances permitted, and an opening 
for appeal to higher sources, if appeal should be desired. Mr. Keating 
has, however, rejected every overture either to adjust the demand pre¬ 
ferred against him, or to submit to further inquiry upon the sp6t, or to 
give reasonable security that he would institute proceedings, in the nature 
of appeal, against the formal decision of the Superintendents in England, 
or to pay the money under a protest against the lawfulness of their in¬ 
junctions. In fact, every effort we have made to induce him to submit 
these disputes to inquiry and adjustment has been alike fruitless; and, 
under these circumstances, we have felt it our duty (with a view to fix the 
principle of liability) to pay the sums claimed against him upon the 
public account. 

It had been the intention of the Commission, at one period, to give 
publicity to all the circumstances of these eases amongst the British com¬ 
mercial community at Canton, and to declare that all persons thinking fit 
to transact business with Mr. Keating must be pleased to conform to the 
understanding, that, until those debts were paid, the Superintendents 
could afford no facilities for the adjustment of any disputes which might 
arise with him: that is to say, in any transactiousyiriginating subsequently 
to the date of the before-mentioned notice. Upon full consideration, 
however, they refrained from resorting to that measure, upon the ground, 
that it might lead to a public, and, judging from the tone of Mr. Keating’s 
correspondence, probably not very temperate, denial of their authority as 
the King's officers,—a contingency they have considered it expedient, for 
obvious political reasons, to avoid. Mr. Keating has complained, in very 
warm terms, of the harshness and illegality, of any proceedings of that, 
description. He insists, that such 'powers cannot be grahted to us, as 
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they would not be recognised by the British Constitution as legal, even 
were the dispute in England, arid with the Crown itself. lie declares, that 
such a deed could only'find a parallel in the arbitrary and tyrannical acts 
of the Star Chamber! It does not appear, however, that there would be 
any grievous practical injustice, of which Mr. Keating has’ a right to 
complain, in trie notice ; that, as he would conform to no mode of adjust¬ 
ing commercial disputes which had been proposed to him, and as he per¬ 
sisted in retaining a smn of money, in spite of the, opinion of all the 
persons, commercial as well official, to whom the matter had been sub¬ 
mitted, the Superintendents must declare, that, for the future, they could 
not interfere in any similar discussion which might arise with him; and 
that all parties thinking fit to transact business with him, must, be pleased 
to conform to that understanding. Such a measure would have been in 
sufficiently close analogy with a practice of which there has been no want 
of precedent here by the Company and their servants,—namely, the w ith¬ 
drawal of licenses. Had the dispute been in Knglnnd, not with the 
Crown, as Mr. Keating has suggested, but precisely as the case is now, 
with an individual, the power of the Crown would probably have been 
invoked and applied in a very different form, that is to say, in the form of 
a sheriff's writ Mr. Keating speaks of the hardship, cruelty, and 
illegality of these proceedings, but he has not said anything very satis¬ 
factory upon the fairness of his own conduct. 1 believe your Lordship 
will be of opinion, that there is no real foundation for these loud com¬ 
plaints of tyrannical and ultra legal intentions upon the part of this 
Commission ; and Mr. Keating will probably find, at some future period, 
that these are not times when a man’s own wrongous proceedings are to 
be glossed over by a tone of defiance, or by vague and vehement accusa¬ 
tion of the nature he has advanced. . 

Practically speaking, the state of the case is this:—Mr. Keating 
entertaining opinions that there is an absence of all power and authority 
over him, takes advantage of that supposed state of circumstances, to 
retain in his hands a sum of money claimed by another person, in spite of 
the concurrent opinions of several of the most respectable merchants in 
the place, to w hom the ca*se was submitted by his own consent, in spite of 
the opinions of this Commission to whom it was afterwards referred by his 
own desire, and in spite’of every proposition and injunction that has been 
made to him, to submit to further inquiry hero, or to give security that fur¬ 
ther inquiry should be had elsewhere. It can be within the intent of no 
law to sustain proceedings of this kind, far less of laws, the avowed 
objects of which arc the preservation of peace, the maintenance of good 
order, and the support of trade at Canton. 

If it were admitted that Mr. Keating is perfectly right, and that 
every man has it in his power to do as he nas done upon these occasions, 
it is pretty certain that the peace could not be kept, and that commerce 
could not be pursued in this country. The dread of publicity, and the 
consequences of such*a notice as has been suggested, appear to be the 
only motives within any reach of operation here, which will always 
enable the public authorities in this country to constrain an unwilling 
person to submit disputed commercial claims to inquiry here or elsewhere. 
If both parties consent to defer the settlement of such cases to another 
time and place, there can lie no necessity for public interference; but if 
one side seeks to be heard, and the other refuses to accede to the propo- 
sition, some proper mode of meeting such an exigency must be devised, 
or I am afraid that commercial ojierations in this country will be unsafe 
for respectable persons. , 

It remains for us ; very respectfully, but earnestly, to entreat your 
Lordship to give the subject of this communication your best attention. 
If we might presume to offer.an opinion, w e would humbly suggest that 
an Order should be passed by Ilis Majesty in Council, granting to the 
Superintendents authority to promulgate some provisional scheme of 
arbitration (in cases of need) by the compulsory process, in the man¬ 
ner proposed *hy Captain Elliot. « In eases of contumacious resistance 
to submit to,, inquiry or adjustment, powers likewise to be given" to 
declare to tkfc British and Native commercial bodies, that subsequently 

no • 
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to the date-of that .notification,’ nq^ facilities existed, for the adjust¬ 
ment of any'disputes which mighps arisen in the transaction of busi¬ 
ness, with the recusant parties.ii In.; these particular cases adverted to 
in this correspondence,'we. would \ suggest .With submission,, that Mr. 
Keating should be once more called upon bv your Lordship’s desire,'to 
pay the public claims against him, and that he should be informed, that 
his failure to do so would be followed by a public notice to. .the effect I 
have just described. 

5* I have, &e., 

(Signed) G. B. ROBINSON. 


No. 41. 

Sir (i. B. Robinson to the Duke of Wellington.—(Received January 

• 28, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Macao , July 26, 1835. 

I AVAIL myself of the departure of a ship for India, vid Sincapore, 
to acknowledge the receipt of a despatch, from your Grace to the late 
Lord Napier, under date February 2, 1835. 

Pending the arrival of those instructions I am now awaiting, 
I have deemed it my imperative duty to maintain the same position of 
affairs, regarding His Majesty’s Commission in China, that prevailed on 
the,,,departure of Mr. Davis, and most thoroughly concurring with that 
gentleman in the sentiments expressed in his despatch of October 12, 
1834, and minute in the records, under date 19th January, 1835; it is a 
source of satisfaction and congratulation to me, at this period, to reflect, 
that nothing has occurred to render the adoption of the measures we 
may be commanded to pursue less easy or consistent. 

Assuming your Grace’s despatch to be written upon the receipt of 
the early communications from hence of the late Lord Napier, and pre¬ 
vious to the arrival in England of all the details connected with the 
occurrences, proceedings, and ultimate catastrophe of his Lordship’s 
departure from Canton, I cannot perceive, upon the most attentive perusal 
and consideration of its contents, that I should be justified in any devia¬ 
tion from that line of conduct to which I feel myself pledged to adhere, 
until I shall have the honour to receive further instructions, when it will 
be my anxious duty, and that of every officer of the Commission, im¬ 
plicitly to obey, and strenuously to endeavour to carry them into effect. 


No. 42. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 10, 1836.) 

r». 

(Extract.) Macao, October 16, 1835. 

■ '> I TRUST your Lordship will approve of the perfectly quiescent 
line of policy I have considered it my duty to maintain under the. present 
aspect of affairs 

I have never, in the slightest degree, perceived a disposition on the 
part of the Chinese authorities to enter into'communication, or even 
permit an intercourse, with the officers of this Commission, On the con¬ 
trary, I am convinced any premature and ill-timed attempt to that effect 
would end in repulse and disappointment; and, as in the, instance of 
Captain Elliot’s visit to the city gajte in January last,* involve additional 


In the case of the officer,.and boat's crew of the Argyte, 
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*‘fc6tttumely ahd insult, - thereby greatly* impeding the prospective adjust- 
' iheht of existing difficulties, asftvell as creating ‘jaewand vexatious 
interruptions to the pre«eht quifet |*id,prosperous rit)iutine 6f the.trade, for 
' no other object than' the possible < attainment of Very theoretical, if not 
questionable, advantages. 1 ?»•'» *, *s.».h.u* . ,< 

- I wish to point out to your Lordship, that, under all the disadvantages 
attending our present position, the commercial operations of the past 
season were brought to a favorable close, or rather, I should assert, were 
continued with unusual vigour and success,during the summer; and that, 
at this commencement of a new season, I see no reason to apprehend 
difficulties or interruptions. Being well aware of the importance of the 
ohject, I shall carefully avoid every risk of endangering its safety, unless 
imperatively called upon to interfere, on the occasion of unforeseen 
occurrences, when I must, of course, be guided by the exigencies of the 
case, t perceive, both on the part of the Chinese authorities and the 
British community, an anxious wish to avoid any reference to the officers 
appointed by His Majesty’s Government to superintend the trade. So 
long as their interference does not seem necessary for the support of 
national character and reputation, or the ends of justice, T confess I 
conceive it injudicious to force it upon those parties who, however fallaci¬ 
ously, imagine they are independent of authority, on the plea, that this 
Commission is not formally acknowledged and recognized by the Chinese. 

My anxious endeavours will be used for the maintenance of tran¬ 
quillity and the prevention of disorders and difficulties of any kind. I 
see no reason to apprehend any of those evils, and I confidently await the 
proper period, when, being in possession of your Lordship’s despatches, 
we shall sec our course clearly, and ultimately succeed in carrying into 
effect the very spirit of those instructions with which we f may be 

furnished. ,r ' 

r 


No. 43. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 14, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Macao, November 11, 1835. 

IT is a source of great satisfaction to me to point out the very quiet 
and regular progress of the trade, which being now fairly commenced for 
the season, appears to be carried on with vigour and success, under 
all the disadvantages attending our singular position. 

It will be my anxious care to contribute, by any efforts in my power, 
to its welfare and advancement; but, confidently impressed with the con¬ 
viction, that ‘ any movements or attempts to enter into communication 
with the Chinese authorities, would not only prove futile, but probably 
involve serious consequences, such as stoppage and interruption to the 
trade, I shall carefully abstain from any measures of the kind, until in 
* possession of further information and definite instructions. > 

I am induced to reiterate this assurance from an apprehension that 
rumours of a contrary nature might at anytime reach your Lordship, 
emanating, in a great degree, from interested parties, or from individual 
correspondence of English residents in China, many of whom are but too 
ready to anticipate evils, which they conceive would be likely to arise from 
our interference. 

Considering the. number of ships now in China, the very disorderly ’ 
state of our mercantile marine service, and the peculiar position of affairs,.. 
it is a matter of surprise, that so few difficulties have presented them¬ 
selves ; ancl 1 confidently anticipate the satisfaction of announcing to your 
Lordship, from time to time, that the important commercial operations of' 
the season continue in a state of activity and progression. ! ! , 
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No. 44. 

Sir G. B\ Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 28, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Macao, November 20, 1835. 

WITH reference to the ease of Mr. James Tunes, as entered in our 
records, under date 1st August and subsequently, it becomes my.duty 
most forcibly to point out the unjustifiable seizure, or, more properly 
speaking, robbery of that gentleman’s property, as well es the continued 
equivocation and evasion, rather than denial of redress for the grievance, 
or compensation for the loss sustained; and, earnestly begging your 
Lordship's serious and early attention to the subject, to commend in the 
highest terms, his extreme forbearance and moderation, under circum¬ 
stances of the utmost provocation and irritation, when I frankly avow to 
your Lordship my conviction, that a more prompt and vigorous, though 
not equally prudent, resort to means at his own disposal, would have 
proved more efficacious, and, without doubt, tended to prevent the 
recurrence (>r similar outrages, a consideration of the highest importance, 
to those parties engaged in the China trade. 

If. under an impression Hmt the officers of this Commission were, 
from the singular peculiarity of their position, unable to afford him 
assistance, or an idea, however erroneous, that they were not so disposed, 
Mr. Lines, in the excitement arising from a continued course of mendacity 
and insult on the part of the low Mandarins, in place of seeking for 
aid and assistance from those authorities appointed by His Majesty, who, 
however, it. must be confessed, were not competent, from their critical 
position, to afford it, fell into the error of concerting measures for the 
recovery of his property by force, it only affords the strongest proof, if 
indeed any were wanting, of the deferential respect and extreme degree 
of propriety evinced towards them on this and every other occasion. 
That so loyal and patriotic a subject should readily forego his private 
interests, and abandon the measures upon the successful results of which 
lie is extremely tenacious, in deference and respect* to the high and 
responsible office I have the honour to hold, is not so much a matter of 
surprise as of commendation ; and I sincerely hope and trust the very 
praiseworthy, and. at this crisis, most important example exhibited by 
Mr. Lines, will not fail to excite your Lordship's approbation and 
strenuous efforts to obtain redress for a grievous injury. 

Under the promise given in my letter under date 7th August, T shall 
not fail to firing the case very pointedly to the notice of the Chinese 
authorities, in the event of my coming in contact with them previous to 
the receipt of an answer to this despatch: but not perceiving much 
probability of a successful issue, even should any such communication 
take place, L rest assured I shall have the honour pf receiving Some in¬ 
structions by the earliest opportunity, and I conceive it is an imperative 
duty on my part to impress on your Lordship the importance of the 
subject. 

The Chinese authorities being well aware the case has been brought 
to the notice of the British Government, will naturally conclude, that 
outrages of this nature may be perpetrated with impunity, if the pgeserit 
instance passes without, notice ; while British subjects, under the conviction 
that no redress can be obtained by reasonable, proper, and formal repre¬ 
sentation and appeal, will proceed to summary means for the protection or 
recovery of their property, alike dangerous to the welfare and safety of 
the trade, the preservation of peace and tranquillity, and the maintenance 
of that high national character and reputation which it is so desirable 
should continue eminently conspicuous. * * 

In the present divided and discordant state of society in China, 
r. Innes apprehends, perhaps -with reason, that party spirit has 
materially operated to the prejudice of his cause with the Chinese authori- 
ies. iL becomes, therefore, infinitely more necessary th?y should be 
convinced of the watchful attention of His Majesty’s Go Vermont to the 
interests of its subjects, and that our countrymen should perceive the 



advantages likely to accrue from a peaceable and prudent demeanour, and 
an appeal, in cases of doubt-and difficulty, to those officers appointed by 
His Majesty to watch over the general safety and welfare with the most- 
jealous vigilance. . 

It is an important feature throughout this case, that no direct accu¬ 
sation of smuggling is alleged. The reply of the Keun-Min-Foo to my 
last address may be considered an acquittal of any such intention, and an 
admission of the robbery, with an exhortation to wait. It may fairly be 
taken' as a demonstration of fear on the part of the Mandarins, who, 
according to their invariable custom, evade all inquiry, equivocate and' 
procrastinate to an incredible extent, but by no means decide the 
question, even according to their own pleading, against the foreigner. I 
am very much inclined to coincide with Mr. limes in the supposition, that 
his goods are still in the possession of the lloppo's people, who are as yet 
afraid to appropriate them, but will certainly do so eventually, if the allair 
is suffered to sink into oblivion. 

I consider my communication to the Keun-Min-Foo to have been 
attended with very good effect, since the reply from that Mandarin, sent in 
a formal and official manner to my residence, is likely to prove very im¬ 
portant at a future period, and I cannot but congratulate myself on the 
results of the intercourse L consider I have succeeded in establishing with 
a Chines* officer of his high rank and local influence. 

Independent of other considerations, I will briefly call your 
Lordship's attention to the importance of the subject*, as connected with 
the safety and facilities of transhipment of goods outside the port, a 
system now carried on to a vast extent, and so universally practised, that 
it may well be considered an established custom. It is, indeed, of most 
vital importance to cherish and protect this privilege, if it can be so 
termed, and to cheek the lawless outrages of a set of miscreants, from 
circumstances daily- increasing in strength and numbers, who are perhaps 
in the pay of the Mandarins,—at least protected by them on all occasions 
where opportunities occur of sharing the plunder; but I shall have the 
honour to address your Jwmlship on some topics in reference to the Lintin 
trade, and, therefore, having so strongly advocated Mr. lnnes’s cause, and 
presumed, with all Vluy deference and respect, to recommend his ease to 
early and serious consideration, 1 trust I may be permitted to express 
my sanguine expectation, that a strong remonstrance on the part of His 
Majesty’s Government. with a demand for redress or compensation, 
would he attended, if not with perfect success, at least with the most 
beneficial consequences. I would further venture to point out in what 
manner I conceive this demand might be made with most effect by the 
officers of this Commission, could I guess at the probable views and 
intentions of the British Government, and what our possible situation 
may be on the receipt of an answer to this despatch. If, as I would fain 
anticipate, we are then placed and supported in a position becoming 
officers of His Majesty the King of England, public servants—and 
functionaries of the British Government—lawfully constituted guardians 
and protectors of all British subjects and the valuable trade entrusted to 
our superintendence. I do not hesitate to assert, such a demand would fail 
not of immediate and complete redress, and prove of the greatest 
advantage in preventing that thriving and increasing outside trade, 
can-fed on now- so successfully- at Lintin, from the recurrence of accidents, 
whereby the safety- of the inside or staple commerce with this country is 
liable to be placed in jeopardy. 

To conclude, whatever view your Lordship may take of this affair, 
with my sentiments npd proceedings thereon, I trust it is not necessary 
for me to add any thing like an assurance of the most profound deference 
and respect with which 1 shall implicitly obey and execute the very spirit- 
of such; instructions as I may have the honour to receive on this or any 
other point. Strict undeviating obedience to the orders and directions of 
which I may be in possession, with, the full exercise of my- best judgment, 

;-#—-*----- 

• Cage of ,\fr. Innis, an abstract of which is given in Lord Palmerston’s despatch of Norenrber 
8 , 1836 . * 



experience and abilities in all cases of dpuh 
tion on which f tiutfft' ‘hnanxlious*hope r that 
m the highly important^ though ^t.nrei 
ment I jhav^t^Lq ntyrour to‘fill, may prov 

‘ ‘ ' ‘ l have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE BEST ROBINSON. 



No*. 45. 

_ ‘ • • , ; _ . i 1 M '!'• 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received Match 23, 1836.) 

> 

(Extract.) ( Macao, November, 24, 1,835. 


THE immediate departure of two ships for England induces me to lose no 
time in inclosing dopy of a notice which l yesterday deemed it my duty to 
circulate, for the purpose of obviating the extreme inconvenience, danger, ?and 
delay, consequent upon the necessity at present entailed upon the commanders 
of ships and others, of repairing tb Macao for the purpose of obtaining a port- 
clearance, or the signature and attestation of documents, as well as in the 
anxious hope, that the existence of some authority at that plnce may tend to 
check the disorders and riots so prevalent in the merchant ships; and in an 
eminent degree prove advantageous to the interests of the important China 
trade, Miich, I rejoice to say, continues in a state of uninterrupted progress 
and activity beyond my sanguine expectations. 

Being generally informed by the British community that this step is most 
anxiously desired, I considered, under the peculiar circumstances of the case,' 
that it was better not to await a communication to our Board from the Chamber 
of Commerce, or other parties; but at oucc take upon myself the respon¬ 
sibility of a measure which lias for some time occupied my thoughts, and 
which is, in mv own opinion, likely to prove equally compatible with the 
ideas of the Chinese authorities and the people, and consistent with the 
line of conduct in which I have persevered since I had the honour to 
assume the duties of office. 

1 shall defer entering more fully into this subject, until I shall again 
have the honour to address your Lordship from Lintin, when, I trust, my 
reasons will be satisfactory; and that I shall be in time to submit, with the 
greatest deference, my ideas and sentiments on the future management and 
controul of this valuable trade, in a manner likely to compass all the ends- 
contemplated by Her Majesty’s (Government, without subjecting it to those 
cbnstant and alarming interruptions which, 1 am of opinion, must inevitably 
accrue from the residence of the Superintendents, or other authorities, in 
Canton ; in any case, I shall point out the absolute expediency of maintaining 
some kind of authority or official reference without the river; and I.trust 
future experience wilL exhibit the correctness of my present opinion* that the' 
Chinese, if they do -not seize upon it as an alternative to t facilitate the adjust-' 
ment of difficulties, will interpose no impediments to the execution .ofMhe 
powers vested in .me, to afford assistance and redress, in cases of aggression on. 
the part of our countrymen, few of which, I am proud to say, -have occurred t 
and, thf better regulation and controul of our sailors, of whose unruly, habits 
and dispositions they ever evince a strong apprehension; < . > t , .. >v„ : r 

■ Well aware of the great 'anxiety that prevails in Engiatid for the prosperityh 
and extension of the Chi na trade, I cannot here omit .the positive- pled ge-and' 
assn ranee, that I shall never hazard its interruption by any dangerous and .specu-r 
lativa measures. * . i '■ * 
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duly authorized,, iyift reside at Lintin, to whom refejfenpe may be made,_on 
board His Majesty's cutter Louisa,. 

By order of the Superintendents of British Trade in China, 

(Signed) E. ELMSLIE, 

, • ; , . , f Secretary. 


No. 46. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 25, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Cutter Louisa, Lintm, December 1, 1835. 

IN my despatch dated November 23, I apprized your Lordship of my 
intention, to reside at this anchorage. 

I arrived here accompanied by Mr. Elmslie, on the 25th ultimo, and with 
great satisfaction have to remark upon the extreme attention anti respect 
evinced by the commanders of ships lying here, more than twenty in number, 
as well as by numerous others touching in thft prosecution of their respective 
voyages. 

1 have to call your Lordship’s attention to the general wish of the British 
community, for the adoption of .this or some similar measure; it was commu¬ 
nicated to me in a private manner some months ago, but I delayed taking 
the responsibility of the measure upon myself, until the arrival of the Marquis 
Camden from England direct, 10th July, rendering it almost certain that no 
further intelligence could be expected until the season was very far advanced, 
I at once decided on meeting the present wish of, I believe, ail the British 
community, although divided and dissentient as they are on every almost occasion, 
I can hardly expect but that a few individuals will hereafter raise objections, 
and perhaps secretly endeavour to prejudice a measure calculated in some 
degree to lessen an influence they imagine they possess in Canton. 

Sincerely, anxiously, as 1 hope that His Majesty’s Government may be 
pleased to take measures to notice and resent the contumely and insults to 
which the late Lord Napier was subjected, so fatally terminating in his expulsion 
with that of the whole of Ilis Majesty’s Commission from Canton, and in the 
lamented death of that .nobleman, I deem it an imperative duty to point out 
with the utmost deference, that all the ends contemplated, as 1 am informed, 
by the establishment of the King’s Commission in China, may be amply and 
competently fulfilled, by similar powers to those with which we are 
invested within the limits (as I conceive they arc erroneously termed) of the 
port, being extended to the Superintendents, or other more judiciously styled 
authority, without the river, or wherever they may find it most expedient to 
or resort . 

If, on the arrival of this despatch, no definite or conclusive arrangement 
has been made, I would most respectfully suggest to your Lordship, that a short 
period will exhibit how far the present plan of an authority established either 
afloat or without the river, will prove efficacious and beneficial. I can safely 
assert it will ensure all the requisite capabilities for the controul and assistance 
of British subjects ; and it is not a matter of opinion with me, but of firm 
conviction, that unless placed in a becoming position at Canton, and in a proper 
channel of direct communication with the local authorities, an object most 
desirable no doubt, but in my opinion, only now to be achieved by a demon¬ 
stration of force on the part of the British Government, which I do not hesitate 
to assert, would speedily and completely prevent all future difficulties, the 
residence there of the Commission would, even if permitted, and their 
interference and interposition in nfatters now arranged by the merchants 
themselves, Chinese and English, apparently without much difficulty, tend to the 
creation and extension of disputes, discussions, and endless causes of interrup¬ 
tion and dangpr to the trade. In short, the less we have to do with the Chinese 
authorities and people, save when appealed to in cases of aggression and 
injustice, which I trust will be rare and trifling, the less apprehension may be 
entertained of those perplexing difficulties in which we are liable to be involved, 
mainly by the insecure and doubtful position wherein we find ourselves at 
Canton, unabjo to communicate with the officers of Government; completely at 
the mercy orinterested and mercenary Hong merchants, Linguists, &c.; and 



in tjie event of non-Compliance with all their demands, tto be insulted in every 
possible manner; our servants taken away; provisions stopped; and houses 
unroofed. No alternative then remains hut the most revolting submission, or 
removal from the port,—a result which I am justified in saying may be antici¬ 
pated on the first occasion of discussion in Canton. 

A case of homicide, as your Lordship is aware, will be the event most 
fraught with difficulty and anxiety. For tlic prevention of such a disaster, our 
residence at Canton avails nothing; an efficient police establishment at Wham¬ 
poa, might, indeed, be a precautionary measure well worthy attention; but for 
framing rules, regulations and orders, and impressing them,.in a serious and 
formal manner on commanders, officers, and sailors, previous to vessels going 
up, as well as the adjustment of all accounts, disputes, &c., previous to their 
departure, this or some other outside anchorage is evidently the best position. 

In the event of so unhappy a catastrophe occurring, as the death of a.Chinese, 
we are helpless in Canton; we must give up a man, or men, or certain indi¬ 
viduals in the first instance, and finally the officers of the Commission are 
threatened, annoyed, insulted, and ultimately compelled to retreat without the 
river, as in the case of the Company’s factory in 1821—2; and then perhaps, 
and not till then, is the affair brought to some termination. 

If the Chinese authorities wish to communicate with us, they will depute a 
Mandarin, or otherwise establish an intercourse, as in the instance before 
mentioned, when, not only the Hong merchants; hut a Mandarin of rank, came 
down to Ohucnpee, the very trouble and inconvenience arising therefrom having 
some effect in bringing matters to a conclusion. Should the Chinese authorities 
not wish to communicate with us, all efforts and expedients to compel them to 
it, are unavailing. Captain Elliot’s visit to the city gates in January last may 
he adduced as a sufficient proof of this assertion ; and experience, fully con¬ 
vinces us of the inexpediency of similar attempts. On their inviting 
us to repair to Canton, either temporarily or permanently, it will be at our 
option to comply or dec line, as may be most advisable, and it is evident, in 
the former case, we should find our position there very much strengthened and 
confirmed. 


No. 47. 

Sir G. Ji. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 28, 1836.) 

His Majesty's culler Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, December 10, .1835. 

I SHALL not intrude so far on your Lordship’s time, as to enter at length 
into a defence, if such be requisite of the course of quiescent policy, in which 
I flatter myself I have successfully persevered to the present moment, when I 
rejoice to say everything in this country manifests a state of uninterrupted 
tranquillity and peace, which I could hardly have ventured to anticipate from 
the very discordant state of society, the virulent party spirit and default of 
unanimity and good will existing among the British community in China, 
while the important trade of the season is in active, and I trust, successful 
progress under a tacit and mutual understanding and total abstinence and 
forbearance from communication, on the part of the Chinese and myself. 

My position has been one of extreme delicacy and difficulty. Succeeding, 
in pursuance of the Instructions under His Majesty’s Royal Signet and Sign 
Manual, to the high and important office I have the honour to hold, at a crisis 
when a false step or error in judgment might not only have led lo extreme 
hesitation and difficulty in the arrangements which His Majesty’s Government 
may deem it proper to make for the adjustment of affairs here, and their 
future management and coutroul, but have plunged the whole of His Majesty's 
Commission, all British subjects, and the valuable trade in which they are 
engaged, as well as perhaps life and property, in great jeopardy, or into au 
utterly hopeless and inextricable state of confusion and discord ; my best 
efforts have been directed to maintain the precise position iniwhieh I found 
J jf placed on the departure of Mr. Davis, whose recommendation to that 
wfe-noticfeias bad*due weight with me. * 
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No. 48. 

Sir O. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston .—( Received April 8, 1836.) 

His Majesty's Cutter Louisa, 

My Lord, Linlin, December 10, 1835. 

WITH reference to my present residence at this anchorage, I venture 
most earnestly to sail your Lordship’s attention to the very efficient manner in 
which I am now enabled to exercise a controul and superintendence over the 
merchant-ships resorting to, and remaining in China, from its centrical position; 
and the absence of all those impediments, difficulties and annoyances on the 
part of the Chinese authorities, which 1 am confident must result from Ilis 
Majesty’s servants being at Canton, or in any degree in their power; as well as 
the many advantageous opportunities it affords of rendering aid and assistance 
to British subjects applying to me for advice. 

I do not apprehend the least notice will be taken of my change of position 
by the Chinese, hut am disposed to anticipate their tacit aci|uicscence in a 
measure calculated to meet their wishes for a controlling power over British 
ships and subjects, especially sailors, of whose singularities, and sometimes 
riotous conduct, they are ever in dread, and to afford them the means of ob¬ 
taining redress in cases of injustice or injury, totally free from those harassing 
and endless difficulties originating in points of etiquette; forms of correspondence; 
and innumerable causes of dispute and altercation. 

If on the arrival of this despatch no definite and conclusive arrangement 
has been decided upon, for the future management of affairs in China, I cannot but 
express a hope that the plan L am about to submit for your Lordship’s consi¬ 
deration may meet with approval. 1 am anxious, however, to await the result 
of a short trial and further communications on this important subject from 
Canton. I trust I shall he able to suggest a method of accomplishing all the 
ends requisite to regulate and controul the affairs of British subjects in China, 
by an economical and efficient establishment outside the river, either at. this or 
some other anchorage, without the least probability of giving rise to perplexing 
and anxious diseussions’with the Chinese authorities, whose object appears to bo 
solely to keep us from Canton, or of entering into unnecessary communication 
with them, save when they may be compelled to invite us thither, or otherwise 
carry on a correspondence and intercourse. 

To one point alone it is possible their attention may be attracted, and that 
is the circumstance of my being in the neighbourhood of the great and increas- 
sing emporium of the outside trade. In the event ol their remarking on this 
part of the measure, I conceive it. will be very easy to remove their objections, 
simply by changing my position to Chucnpce, the legal and usual anchorage to 
which the resort of our inen-of-war has generally been sanctioned. Should 
however no great opposition occur, and I really see iittlc reason for the appre¬ 
hension, it must be evident that no position can he so eminently well adapted, as 
independently of a fleet of between twenty-live and thirty ships alums': con¬ 
stantly lying here in full and active employment, every vessel passing up or 
coining down, touches either for the transhipment of cargo, or other commer¬ 
cial purposes; and 1 have seen upwards of fifty vessels assembled here on one 
occasion. To this may be added, that the accounts and claims of the compra¬ 
dors and other Chinese, and consequent payments, are rarely concluded until 
their final departure from l.intin. 

In continuation of this subject, I shall shortly again address your Lordship. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. B. ROBINSON. 
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; No. 49! 

Sir (?.' B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 2,8, 1836.) 

^ • % 1 - .1 

IJis Majesty's Cutter Louisa, [ 

My Lore}, , Lintin, December 1(), 1835. 

IT is with great satisfaction I forward to your Lordship, copy of a letter 
this day received from the Secretary of the British Chamber of Commerce, on 
the subject of my residence at‘Lintin; in addition to which, I*have been almost 
surprized at the expression of universal approbation, and even of obligation, on 
the part of every one connected with the trade to China witli whom I have 
conversed on the subject. 

With a view to point out the advantage that will accrue from the residence 
here of an authority competent to give advice, and in eases of need, assistance, 

I wish briefly to bring to your Lordship’s notice, a circumstance which took 
place here a few days ago. 

On the arrival of the British ship, Fairy Queen, Captain TIolmes, according 
to a common custom, dispatched an officer in charge of all the letters and packets 
to Canton, in a Chinese “ fast boat ” which he hired for that purpose. On the 
way up the boat was seized and detained by some inferior officers stationed at 
the mouth of the river, who with a view of extorting money, put the officer in 
irons, with many threats and menaces, even of death, in the event of their 
demands not being complied w r ith. Being a very young man, and a perfect 
stranger in China, he was naturally much alarmed, and wrote to his Captain a 
letter full of terror and distress, most earnestly imploring to he released by the 
payment of 500 dollars to the bearer. O 11 receiving this letter, Captain Holmes 
came on board the cutter to receive my advice, when, entertaining no uneasi¬ 
ness for the safety of the officer, much as his being subjected to personal suffer¬ 
ing and inconvenience was to be lamented, I recommended the detention on 
board the Fairy Queen of the Chinese hearer of the letter. As I anticipated, on 
the following morning, another Chinese came alongside, in a very small boat, 
with another letter and a smaller demand, stating the young man to be in a 
boat guarded by Mandarin soldiers, in a bay about five miles distant. This 
second letter detailed the officers sufferings, his being confined in irons, with the 
alarming threats that were made to him; and added, that he was becoming very 
sick, and suffering from hunger and cold. 

1 cannot but remark on the extreme solicitude and anxiety evinced on this 
occasion by Captain Holmes, whose feelings and sentiments were highly credit¬ 
able to him. But l deemed it advisable to dissuade, him from the attempt he 
was desirous to make, of proceeding with his own boats and seamen to rescue 
his officer by force. In the event of his discovering the exact position of the 
boat in which the officer was said to be confined, there would have been every 
reason to apprehend an affray of a dangerous nature, in which life might have 
been lost, and the consequences of which might have been very serious. 1 was 
therefore glad to find him wdlingly listen to my counsel, and await the result of 
a communication, which I lost no time in forwarding to T. A. Gibb, the consignee 
of the ship, in Canton. To this I have as yet received no answer; but 1 am 
happy to say the young man has been restored to his ship in safety, although 
not yet informed of the process whereby his release was effected. 

My present position enabled me to prevent mischievous consequences 
which would probably have ensued, had the Captain, utterly inexperienced and’ 
ignorant of the singularities of this country, proceeded with his seamen, ’ 
naturally irritated and excited, to redress his own grievances, or, as might be 
apprehended in some cases, to revenge so great an outrage. 

1 beg here to point out, that, even had I been in Canton, holding that kina 
of intercourse with the Ilong merchants, which, as it is at all times subject to 
their will and pleasure, appears to me wholly inefficacious, I should have been 
altogether unable to have prevented mischievous consequences until too late. 
And even had such consequences not taken place, as an officer of His Majesty’s 
Government, totally unconnected with trade, my influence with fjie Hong mer¬ 
chants would have been secondary to that of Mr. Gibb, or any other gentleman 
of commercial .influence about to load the ship,—a prospective sohree of profit 



to them. In all cases of this sort, the officers of His Majesty’s Government if 
at Canton, must be viewed by tjie Hong merchants, who derive no advantage 
from them, in a very insignificant light, compared to wealthy firms or individual • 
British aubjects.Jargql^ engaged ip commerce. , 

• This may be considered as the most essential point of difference betweeh 
the officers of tins,,King’s Commission and the late Select Committee of the 
East India Company, who with' so powerful an engine in ther hands as 
the Company's, independently of the influence they consequently derived 1 ’ 
over tlie country and trade, were regarded by the Hong merchants yrith 
extreme deference and consideration'; to which may be added, their haying at ' 
their disposal, during the period when difficulties were likely to occur* a well- ■ 
ordered', disciplined fleet, affording, in cases of need, a display of officers, men* 
arms, and boats, unexampled in any other country or service, and surpassed ■, 
only by the rojal navy. The commercial character of the Company’s factory ,, 
rendered their residence at Canton, and familiar and constant intercourse with 
the Hong merchants, necessaiy during the season of business. But in all cases 
of discussion and difficulty, that intercourse was in a degree suspended, and, in > 
some cases, an untoward circumstance failed qf all adjustment, till after the 
withdrawal of the factory, and even shipping from the river. 

Another point to which 1 would call your Lordship’s attention, is the fact, . 
that, in the present disorderly and disorganized state of our mercantile marine, • 
any source of discord that has laid dormant during the voyage, or only partially 
exhibited itself, invariably breaks <3ut on the ship’s arrival at her first anchorage. 

It is here, then, that prompt and immediate steps can he taken for the suppres¬ 
sion of riots, and the restoration of order and discipline. Even where my 
interference is not called for, 1 am enabled to impress forcibly on the minds , 
of captains, officers, and seamen, those points to which their attention ought to 
be called in this peculiar country, and that they are amenable to punishment „ 
for an infraction of those udes and regulations, with a copy of which I propose 
hereafter to furnish each ship. While, on the other hand, ships coming down 
do not receive their port-clearance, cr become independent of controul, until 
their actual and final departiue,—a matter of extreme importance, and not 
practicable, if the .Superintendents are in Canton, as a captain applying for and 
obtaining his port clearance’ there, would frequently remain within the river, or 
at this' anchorage, for A period of some length, during which many irregulanties , 
might be committed. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE REST ROBINSON., , 


Inclosure in No. 49. 

Mr. Sprott Boyd to the Superintendents. 

Biitisli Chamber of Commerce, 

Sire, « Canton, December 8 , 1835.. 

IT has been a source of much inconvenience to the merchants of Canton, 
and risk to the ships engaged in this trade, their being obliged to anchor at 
Macao to obtain the signature of Ilis Majesty’s Superintendents to their mani¬ 
fests. The new arrangement, by which this necessity is obviated, lias 
therefore given much satisfaction to the members of the Chamber of Commerce; 
and I have much pleasure in complying with the request of the Committee, to 
return you their thanks for this instance of your attention to the interests of 
Ilis Majesty's subjects engaged in the trade to China. 

< l.liavc, &c„ 

By Qrder of the Committee, 

(Signed) W. SPROTT BOYD, 

Secretary. 
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No. 50.. . 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 21, 1836.) 

r 

(Extract.) Lintin, January 5, 1836. 

SOME official business requiring my presence at Macao for a few days, I 
hare deputed Mr. Edward Elmslie, our Secretary and Treasurer, to attest the 
manifests of British vessels during my absence from Lintin. 

I have great pleasure in assuring your Lordship, that far from any difficul¬ 
ties arising in my present situation, 1 am enabled to excrcisS a very salutary and 
efficient contrnul over our shipping, to aid and assist British mecchants residing 
at Canton, and at the present moment are about to proceed to Macao, for the 
purpose of communicating with Mr. Morrison, on the subject of an application 
which has been made to me by a Iloug merchant, for the recovery of a debt in¬ 
curred by a Parsec native of Bombay. 

On the part of the Chinese, 1 believe, no opposition will take place to my 
official residence here, but that they are likely, tacitly to acquiesce in a step 
which promises to relieve them of much difficulty. 

Your Lordship will readily comprehend, I am living- on board a small vessel 
of seventy tons, at the total sacrifice of all personal comfort, and at a moment 
when the separation from my family is severely felt: and 1 cannot conclude this 
letter without bringing to your notice, that Air. Edward Elmslie has willingly 
and cheerfully subjected himself to many privations and inconveniences in the 
praiseworthy and diligent discharge of his duties. 1 feel confident his efficient 
and active exertions in conformity with my views will be duly appreciated. 


No. 51. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 13, 1836.) 

« 

(Extract.) Macao, January 12, 1836. 

IN my last address of the 6th instant, I apprized your Lordship of my in- 
tion, to depute Mr. Elmslie to act, during my absence from Lintin, for a few 
days in attesting the manifests of British ships, and issuing port-clearances ; and 
I am happy to say, 1 anticipate no difficulties in the course I have adopted, for. 
the aid and assistance of the mercantile community of Canton, and the exercise 
of a salutary controul over all British ships resorting to China. 

As a proof of the disposition of the Chinese to avail themselves of my inter¬ 
ference in their behalf, I inclose copy of a letter from one of the Hong 
merchants, requesting assistance for the recovery of an alleged debt. 

In so doing, 1 merely wish to bring to your Lordship’s notice, the disposition 
of the Chinese to avail themselves of the interposition jjf a British authority in 
cases of need. 


Inclosurc in No. 51. 

The Hong merchant Yunwo, or Punhoyyun, to Sir G. B. Robinson, respecting a 
debt of 6,400 dollars, owing to him by a Parsee merchant, Aornatchee, or 
Jlormusjee. 

A respectful communication. . December 26, 1S35. 

In the tenth year of Taoukwang (1830), I undertook the purchase of certain 
goods on account of the Parsec foreigner, Ilormusjce, amounting in \alue to up¬ 
wards of 0,400 dollars. Our agreement was, that the money was to be repaid to 
me within a certain limited period after the delivery of the goods. AH commer¬ 
cial contracts and agreements regarding time, between me and Hormusjee having 
been made by my assistant, Paoukwang, I sent him, at the expiration of the period, 
to receive the amount due. Contrary to expectation, Hormusjeqjjut off' the pay- 
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ment from time to time till half a year liad elapsed, and he still deferred. See¬ 
ing that he made no precise arrangement, I wished to insist on his doing so ; but - 
to my astonishment, he at length endeavoured to make pretexts, and create dis¬ 
turbance. I therefore, at that time, repaired to the Consoo, and requested it meet¬ 
ing of my fellow-merchants, to consult with them on the subject. I then imme¬ 
diately informed the Honourable Company, requesting their decision. The 
Honourable Company decided, that in reason, the debt ought to be repaid j and 
directed the Parsce, Mr. Tsengkcen, forcibly to detain Hormusjee, and to require 
him to pay the whole amount before he could be allowed to return home. 

After this, yearsjiassed over, and I could only wait quietly for the money; 
as before, I obtained no information respecting it. Hut in the fifth month of last 
year the Parsco- gentleman, Natabhoy, presumed to send Hormusjee home by 
stealth. When 1 heard thereof l hastened to inquire about it, and was told by 
Natabhoy that he had sent Hornnisjee home in order that he might speedily remit 
money in payment. Finding that be had a person standing surety for him, I 
believed the truth of this. But now another year has passed over, and there is 
not a word about it, or a fraction of it. I have also heard lately that Natabhoy is 
about to return home in the vessel commanded by Kalck. From whom then shall 
I ask payment of this money ? From whence shall 1 obtain restitution of my' 
blood-earned property ? 

Considering that you, Sir, arc the chief authority of your country, and that 
the regulation of the trade is confided to you, 1 am enabled to state the whole to 
you from beginning to end. 1 presume to request that you will grasp hold of 
justice, and will exercise your power to compel Natabhoy and Hormusjee, and 
oblige them to arrange this matter, and speedily repay the whole sum, not suffer¬ 
ing them to have recourse to long and frivolous delays. Having already received 
a decision in my favour, I hope to have the same carried into effect., and to find 
that, from first to last, I have been supported. My gratitude will then be bound¬ 
less. For this purpose l write to present my request. And wishing you every 
good, &e. 

(Signed) PWAN WANHAE. 

10th Moon, 7th day (December 20th.) 


* No. 52. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir G. B. Robinson. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 28, 1836. 

HLS Majesty’s Government approve of the proposal contained in your 
despatch, of December 1, 1835; and they are of opinion that it would 
be desirable to extend the limits of the powers of the Superintendents of 
British trade in China. 1 have, therefore, to instruct you publicly to notify 
that the jurisdiction of the Commission is to be extended, so as to include 
Lintin and Macao; ancj, that from the date of the promulgation of such 
notification the authority of the Superintendents over British subjects and 
ships is to be considered as extending to Macao as well as Canton; and as being 
of equal force and validity within this extended jurisdiction as it has hitherto 
been within the limits of the port of Canton. 

I am, &e., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON; 


No. 53. 

• 

Viscount'Palmerston to Sir G. B. Robinson. 

(Extract.) « ’ Foreign Office, June G, 1836. 

YOHR despatch of the 20th November last, relating to the case of 
Mr. lanes, and the Records of the Proceedings of the Commission, from July 
28th to August Jfith, relating chiefly to the same case, were received here on 



the 28th of March,the Records being: inclosed in a despatch from Mr. Elmslie, the 
Acting Secretary and Treasurer, dated December 10,1835. 1 gather from them 

the following information: that Mr. Innes, a British merchant residing at 
Canton, had conceived himself to be unjustly treated by the Chinese, ;u$ioritigs, 
in consequence of their demurring to satisfy a demand he had made upon them 
for the restitution o(, some bales of merchandize belonging to him, which had 
' been seized by the Chinese Custom-House Officers; and that, upon. expe¬ 
riencing delay in the settlement of his demand, he had notified to the governor 
of Canton his intention to procure redress for himself by acts of Reprisal 
against the Chinese trade. » *; ■ - 

All the Papers relating to this case, are at present under the consideration 
of the law officers of the Crown, and until I have received their report Upon 
them, I shall not be enabled to send you such precise and definite 1 Instruc¬ 
tions as the complicated nature of the transaction appears to me. to require. 
But I cannot abstain from expressing to you the surprise with which His 
Majesty’s Government learned Mr. Innes’s intentions,—intentions which cannot 
be too strongly condemned ; and which, if carried into execution, would have 
rendered Mr. Innes liable to fhe penalties of piracy. If Mr. Innes alone were 
concerned, he might be left to abide by the consequences of his own violence, 
but the proceedings which he threatens to adopt, would expose to inconvenience 
and danger the British subjects Resident at. Canton; and I have therefore to 
instruct vou to prevent Mr. Innes, by all legalfmeans, from executing his threats, 
if his own sense of their impropriety should not already have induced him to 
renounce them. 

With regard to any expectation which may have been held out to Mr. 
Innes, that the authority of His Majesty’s Government might possibly be 
exerted to procure for him the redress he has required, 1 must observe that his 
* claim involves questions of considerable difficulty; and is by no means so clear 
and unquestionable, as to warrant any such measure as, “to make the 
recovery of Mr. Innes’s property a subject of demand on the Chinese autho¬ 
rities, on your first formally coming into contact with them.” 

You will, however, avail yourself of any suitable opportunity to press upon 
the Chinese Authorities, the restoration of the property in question, unless those 
Authorities can show that the goods were seizable by the Custom-house regu¬ 
lations, in consequence of being found in the place where they were seized. 

It must be remarked, however, that there was ground for unfavourable 
presumption against the goods; and that upon the principle contended for by 
Mr. Innes,—that the employer is responsible for the agent,—he (Mr. Innes) 
who was at the time employing the pilot Aclia, who had charge of the goods, 
may be required to pay forfeit for the violation of the Chinese Custom laws by 
the pilot. 

I am &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 54. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 6, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Macao, January 1.6, 1836. 

FROM the results alone, since I had the honour to succeed to my present 
office, your Lordship will discriminate how far I am capable of appreciating the 
vast importance of an interrupted progress of the trade, in jfreference to attempt¬ 
ing any speculative measures to effect a change in our position which, if achieved, 
might not prove of adequate advantage to the risk inctu-red. 

To conclude, it is with extreme satisfaction I assure your Lordship, that I 
have never witnessed, during a period of sixteen years passed in the China 
service, a more quiet, regular, or, I trust, prosperous season than tlie present; and 
X can only pledge myself, that I shall never wilfully incur any hazard or danger 
to the important trade confided to my care. . 
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4 «» * ' i * i 

to'discount Palmerston. — (Receive# June 6, 183(5.) / 

, " „ Mis Majesty V Cuiier Louisa, 

(Extract.) ’ 1 , Lintin, January 29, 1836. 

| ,lt' must remain for,the decision of your Lordship, whether nay,policy in. 
abstaining from futile attempts to force ourselves into communication' with, the 
(Chinese authorities, to the prejudice and risk of our present tranquillity/ evinces 
prudence andr souud judgment, inasmuch as tJiis season is now well advanced, 
apd- likely to draw to a prosperous cohclusion, without the occurrenfcc of any 
serious difficulties or inconvenience. A large fleet of merchant-ships had been 
loaded and dispatched ; commercial operations have been carried on with vigour, 
activity, and success; while the British and foreign community in Canton have 
pot been subjected to annoyance, privation, and anxiety, of which they might 
have justly complained, had any measures of mine led to a.recurrence of those 
perplexing apd vexatious discussions, certain to cud m defeat, failure, and 
disgrace. ,p < 

That no misunderstanding, may take place in regal’d to my views as 
respects our policy in China, 1 ctyisidcr it right to assure your Lordship, that to 
keep out of difficulties is my object, rather than voluntarily to encounter, for 
the sake of perhaps overcoming them. In our present position, 1 hive deemed 
it most prudent to let things take their course, so long as that course continued 
smooth and prosperous, in reference to endeavouring to mend matters by 
extremely hazardous experiments. 

AH attempts at communication with the Chinese authorities at Canton 
will prose unavailing at present, they are determined to oppose and defeat them; 
hut they arc perfectly willing tacitly to permit our controul and superintendence 
of British subjects, provided wc do not repair to Canton. Natives are forbidden 
to assist or serve us in auy such attempt; heavy punishment is to be inflicted on 
any person who receives u% into his house; aud every endeavour on their part 
seems directed to thc.onc point, which I consider it to be so eminently important 
to achieve, namely, an enact reverse of our position, by our being invested with 
full powers without the river, whereby I am positive every end for which this 
Commission was formed might be accomplished, and both the King’s officers and 
British Residents exempted from tjiosu disgraceful and prejudicial humiliations 
and annoyances, which I feel assured will follow our forcing our way to Canton, 
or holding an imaginary intercourse (for such it must be) with the lloug mer¬ 
chant^, thereby actually creating our own sources of complaint, by strengthening 
and cl erishing that very body of monopolists, and, to use their own ‘term, 
.“ rygtraincrs and compcllerjs of barbarians,’’ in place of exerting all our efforts to 
overcome (not by violent measures, be it understood) all their incessant 
machinations aud contrivances to keep us in on abject state of subjection. 



No. 56. 


Viscount Palmerston to Sir G. B. Robinson. 


.(Vi 


Foreign Office, June 


1-83(6. 


(Extract.) 

YOUR despatches* of the 16th and 29th of January, were received 
hero yesterday, and His Majesty’s Government is accordingly furnished with 
some mfeans of forming an opinion with regard to the measure which you adopted 
in the month of November last, of taking up your residence at Lintin. - '■ t 

, As to the advantages which you anticipate would result to British cotnther» 
from the formation of a permaneut establishment'at Lintin; 'df thfc>.a1ttrc'bfth» 

Q...A 
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which you suggest in your despatch of December 1st, 1835, I have to say, 
that, after duly considering what yob have said yourself in favour of such an 
• establishment, and the reasons against it. His Majesty’s Government do not 
feel that, they have yet been put sufficiently in possession of the means of 
forming any 'final opinion upon this suggestion; and I, therefore, cannot 
authorize the permanent residence of the Commission at Lintin, until I have 
received further information upon the subject. 

You are not, however, to understand from what I have said above, that I 
disapprove of your having resided for some time at Lintin. So imperfectly 
informed as I am, with respect to what can be stated for and against the 
step you had adopted, T am obliged to take for granted that your reasons for 
having adopted it, appeared to you to be of sufficient weight to counterbalance 
the inconveniences attendant upon your having separated yourself from your 
colleagues; and having undertaken alone to carry on the business of the 
Commission, without waiting to learn whether your Government coincided in 
your own particular views, or not. 

It has long been the intention of His Majesty’s Government to reduce the 
establishment in China: this measure is called for by the necessity of practising 
economy in every branch of the public service; and is justified by the extent and 
nature of the business which the Commission has to transact. For the due 
despatch of this business, 1 am of opinion, that an establishment considerably 
less than that which now exists will be sufficient. I cannot yet exactly state 
what may be the precise nature of the future establishment; but T am clearly of 
opinion, that there is no longer any occasion for the continuance of the office of 
Chief Superintendent. It, therefore, now becomes my duty to acquaint you, 
that His Majesty’s Government have decided to abolish at once the office and 
salary of Chief Superintendent. In communicating to you this decision, I have 
at the same time to inform you, that your functions will cease from the date of 
the receipt of this despatch. You will make over to Captain Elliot all the 
archives of the Commission; which will, of course, include copies of every 
despatch, and its inclosures, which you have addressed to this department 
during the period you have acted as Chief Superintendent. 


No. 57. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 14, 1836.) 

His' Majesty’s Cutter Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, January 29, 1836. 

IN a former despatch, I intimated my intention of submitting 
for your Lordship’s consideration, the plan of an establishment'which, I con¬ 
ceive, would fully and efficiently accomplish the ends contemplated by His 
Majesty’s Government, for the general Superintendence of the Trade, the eontroul 
and assistance of the mercantile community, and more particularly, that most 
essential branch of our duties,—the better management and regulation of the 
ships, without danger or interruption to the quiet progress of the Trade, or sub¬ 
jecting the King’s officers, as well as all our countrymen, to disgraceful humilia¬ 
tions, constant annoyances, privations, and, it is to be feared, severe loss and 
detriment, which I cannot but too surely apprehend will ever attend the resi¬ 
dence of a British authority in Canton, unless properly established there, find 
duly acknowledged and respected by the Local Government/ 

Before I proceed, however, I must distinctly avpvv my opinion, that the 
attainment of so important a point as the establishment of His Majesty’s Com¬ 
mission at Canton, in a proper and becoming position, is one most desirable in 
itself, and likely to be attended with the greatest advantages and benefits; but I 
firmly believe that, unless by force of arms, it will never be achieved. The events 
of some" years past militate in no small degree against any rational hope, that, 
without intirfiidation, and, I fear, ultimate resort to hostilities, a proper under- 
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standing could be established, although not a doubt can be entertained of the f 
perfect success that must attend the adoption of vigorous and efficient measures 
on the part of the British Goveriftnent. 

The destruction of one or two forts, and the occupation of one of the 
glands in this neighbourhood, so singularly adapted by nature, in-cver^ respect, 
for commercial purposes, would, I am positive, promptly produce upon this bar¬ 
barous nation, arrogant in proportion to their ignorance, every effect we could 
desire, and at once and for ever place our Trade and political relations with the 
empire on a respectable, safe, and becoming footing. 

But it is by no means my duty or intention to offer suggestions of this, 
nature, save as the, means of conveying my opinion of the perfect certainty of 
success, and the immense advantages that would emanate therefrom, in the event 
of His Majesty’s Government at any time deeming such a course advisable. On 
the contrary, my object is to point out the little necessity that exists for so total 
a change of policy, by the adoption of an alternative which now presents itself, 
for the almost imperceptible adjustment of existing difficulties, and the future 
management of affairs, as well as reduction iu expense consequent upon this 
change in the nature of our establishment. 

The Chinese seem to have but one object; * that is, to prevent our establish¬ 
ing ourselves permanently at Canton. It appears to me, then, injudicious and 
vain, to persist in the endeavour to place ourselves completely in their power, and 
entirely under their controul and thraldom, when the very locality of that place 
alone, renders our residence the^e almost incompatible with the duties we have 
to discharge, and exposes British merchants in a tenfold degree, to inconvenience 
and danger, arising from our collision with the Mandarins. 

I conceive the principal object of maintaining a British authority iu this 
country, is to exercise a salutary controul over the safety, conduct, and perhaps 
property, of the King’s subjects in China ; to arbitrate and assist in the adjust¬ 
ment of disputes and differences ; aud to prevent the occurrence of actions or 
proceedings, whereby the natives of China may be wronged or aggrieved ; or to the 
prejudice of that high national character and reputation, which it is so desirable 
to uphold and maintain, even for policy and interest alone. 

To these ends, a full and efficient controul over the shipping is the main 
point; little else seems requisite. While that power is retained in our hands, 
and exercised when accessary, with judgment and discretion, little difficulty will 
exist in the management of other matters. No man can quit the country, or 
evade the fulfilment of just claims against him; and it cannot be doubted that 
the knowledge of our ability effectually to interpose our lawful authority, will 
check those evils which might be expected to result from the total absence of any 
officer of His Majesty's Government, unconnected with Trade, unbiassed by 
party feelings, and ever vigilant over the safety, welfare, and bearing of the 
King’s subjects. 

Feeling somewhat doubtful how far my residence at this anchorage, on board 
this little vessel of seventy-four tons, iu conformity to the public notice under 
date November 21, would answer the expectations 1 had long since formed of 
its utility and advantage, and being uncertain in what manner the Chinese would 
view the change of position I had assumed, trifling as it is, L delayed this despatch 
until the present period, when the season is well advanced, and I am competent 
to speak with confidence and truth on the efficient means I here possess to 
discharge at least a most important part of my duty. 

In this place I shall not enter into any argument on the mischiefs attendant 
upon that disunion and opposition which I fear inevitably results from the exist¬ 
ence of a Council or Board of three or more persons, but under the impression 
that the management of affairs would devolve infinitely better on a single indivi¬ 
dual, whose vicws*and proceedings, not liable to opposition and counteraction, 
could he carried into effect on his whole and sole responsibility, I submit, with , 
all due deference, that he should reside on board some vessel in the vicinity of 
the shipping, comp'etely out of the power, and free from the restraints, of the 
Chinese. JH^s situation should be centrical, for general communication, and his 
means of locomotion entirely unshackled. To effect this, and to afford him a 
comfortable habitation, I would suggest the purchase or hire of a small merchant 
vessel [about 200 hundred tons], capable of accommodation for the Chief Super¬ 
intendent. A Secretary to sucteed to his office in the event of death or absence, 
and one or tjvo clerks; sufficient room for a master and crew of about twelve 



good steady seamen, two of whom might be sworn m as constables, to act as 
occasion required. Room might also be found for a medical man, whose 
presence in a large fleet is of the greatest advantage, and a space devoted for the 
reception of a person under arrest, or whom it may be desirable to take out of 
his ship.* The expense attendant upon such an establishment would.be trifling 
indeed, compared with that of the present Commission, if permanently fixed at 
Canton, or elsewhere on shore, and its utility and efficacy in my opinion beyond 
all calculation. 

The duties devolving on the head of such an establishment, would be, to 
.receive the registers and papers of ships arriving; issuing precise and distinct 
orders and regulations for the guidance of captains and seamen, who are to 
appeal to him in serious cases of disturbance or complaint on board ship, and 
invariably on every occasion where natives of China are concerned, in place of 
taking the law into their own hands, and seeking to redress their real or imagin¬ 
ary grievances. To listen patiently and attentively to any Chinese who may be 
injured or aggrieved, and, by the power with which lie is invested, to afford them 
redress, and, if possible, indemnification; to attend to the better ordering and 
discipline of the ships, by watchful observation over both commanders and 
seamen; and by every means in his power, to improve and ameliorate the present 
disorganized state of the mercantile marine. 1 venture to predict, with confi¬ 
dence emanating from my own experience, that much may be done by precept 
and example, combined with the power vested in an officer of His Majesty’s 
Government. . 

An idea will naturally suggest itself, that for the above purpose, a man-of- 
war would be best suited. I have no doubt of the advantage that would accrue 
from one of Ilis Majesty’s ships being permanently stationed in China, and that, 
as far as our countrymen are concerned, especially sea-faring men, she would 
prove doubly efficacious and useful; but my experience in this country con¬ 
vinces me the Chinese would never tolerate (at least for some time to come, 
until they become assured that no ulterior or sinister views were in contempla¬ 
tion,) her permanent stay even outside the river, and that any attempt to carry 
her within the Uocca Tigris would be utterly futile. Time, indeed, might 
change their prejudices and inveterate dislike to any appearance of a military 
force ; but for the pies cut, a mercantile ship or vessel, divested of all warlike 
appurtenances, is obviously.requisite. She might hoist si distinguishing and 
appropriate flag; and it has been suggested to me, by a«vcry intelligent Chinese, 
from whom 1 candidly confess 1 have received many hints, that a pendant or flag, 
bearing the Chinese c haracters of civil officer, would be very suitable to their 
own ideas. 1 doubt not that such a vessel would be allowed to pass the forts 
and move about at pleasure; indeed, were it necessary, I conceive her permanent 
anchorage at Whampoa during the season would he sanctioned. Whilst,.how¬ 
ever, a competent effect resulted from her station being without the river, J should 
strongly advocate that no chimerical views of improvement were allowed to over¬ 
come the most prudential forbearance and compliance with prejudices absurd as 
they may be. 

So firmly convinced am I of the advantages that would attend the immediate 
adoption of the plan, that I have been nearly induced to purchase one or two 
vessels which have been offered at moderate terms for sale, and were well adapted 
for the purpose. Nothing prevented my so doing, but the anxious wish to avoid 
even an appearance of presumptuously carrying my individual views into effect, 
until I was honoured with the expression of your Lordship’s approbation. 

In this place it may not be irrelevant to remark, that it is foreign J;o my 
disposition and feelings to act upon the impulse of the moment, and I may 
venture to pledge myself, that even in very trifling and unimportant affairs, I 
shall ever defer undertaking measures in accordance with my own wishes, without 
the sanction and authority of your Lordship. 

I firmly believe that, on the first issue of my public-notice, there was hardly 
one, if any, adverse voice or sentiment; I was thus informed on every side j but I 
lament to assert, that there exists such bitter and inveterate party feeling in this 
place, that whatever one set or party propose and advocate is certain to be 
violently condemned, opposed, and, if possible, counteracted by the other. 

It is not necessary I should disgust your Lordship by the relation of the 
evil consequences produced of late years by this lamentable spirit. I will only 
express a hope that it may die away in. time, and cease to act tovthe extreme 
prejudice and detriment of the public welfare and our national character. 
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It rtlay, however, I repeat, affect the' measure in question ; and therefore 1 
fetd compelled to exercise a degree of reserve and circumspection repugnant to 
id./ feelings, and quietly and unobtrusively bring things into such a train, that, 
if I should be gratified by the expression of your Lordship’s approbation and 
definite instructions, no perceptible change will be apparent. It is my determi - 
nation, therefore,’ at the total sacrifice, however, of my personal comfort and 
domestic happiness, to reside principally on board this little vessel at her present 
anchorage, and thus establish, in a great degree, my position. In this there is 
no change of the policy hitherto adopted, or the slightest deviation from the 
principles I entertained ever since the expulsion of Ilis Majesty’s Commission 
from Canton. It i? no relinquishment of pretension, but simply an effort to 
secure a better,position, or, more clearly speaking, to make the best of a very 
bad one. After being so ignominiously expelled from Canton, where an attempt 
to establish ourselves produced such extraordinary inconvenience, detriment, and 
anxiety, not only to our own countrymen, but even to the foreign community in 
general, when Edicts have been issued, threatening severe punishment to all 
natives who may be suspected only of serving or assisting us, when the disastrous 
results and criminal accusations by which perfectly innocent men were involved, 
and unhappily suffered persecution and torture, are before our eyes, is it possible 
I could have ventured to risk, or rather entail, a repetition of those evils, by 
madly attempting to repair thither ? 

If, therefore, we cannot plaefe ourselves within the defined limits specified 
in our instructions, I am surely Hotter situated on board a vessel belonging to 
His Majesty than in a Portuguese settlement, at which llis Majesty’s Com¬ 
mission is likewise unacknowledged, isolated from the great body of shipping, 
far removed from the first anchorage to which they all resort on arrival, and 
incapacitated from affording prompt and efficient advice and assistance in nume¬ 
rous cases where my presence alone has prevented serious evils, and tended to. 
maintain the idea, especially amongst sailors, that there is an authority existing 
in this country competent to redress grievances and punish offences. I could 
adduce numerous instances, but l forbear to intrude further on your Lordship’s 
time, except to add, that intelligent Chinese, have strongly insisted that no diffi¬ 
culties are to be feared so long as I do not endeavour to forte myself into com¬ 
munication or correspondence with the Canton Authorities, neither is any notice 
likely to be taken of my official residence here ; and I was informed by a Chinese 
who came from Canton to see me on other business only a few days ago, that 
much satisfaction was felt by the shopkeepers and similar classes at the informa¬ 
tion : a reference to me would at all times avail them in the fair settlement of 
their claims, against ships or individuals on the point of departure. 

Implicit obedience to the very spirit of any instructions I may have the 
lionout'to receive will be my first care; should they, however, not militate against 
the continuation of my present system, or direct the adoption of very opposite 
measures, I shall deem it my duty to persevere quietly in it, gradually extending 
my controul over British ships, and establishing, by the force of habit and custom 
(the most powerful talisman in China), the foundation of that establishment I 
have suggested. • 

1 would here respectfully solicit your Lordship's attention to the subject, 
that in the early part of next season, every preliminary may be arranged. The 
ships will leave the river very early, and during the summer months I shall 
endeavour to prevent any irregularities taking place amongst the many British 
vessels now about to proceed for rice and other Straits’ produce, and likely to . 
anchor or resort, during the summer months, to this or the adjacent anchorage of 
the Cumsingmoon, as well as any collision between our countrymen at Canton 
and the Chinese, of which, however, I sec little chance ; nor do I entertain the 
least apprehension of any difficulties, unjcss, indeed, created by any injudicious 
attempts on the part of this Commission to produce an alteration in our position, 
little likely to prove an amendment. 

To use the common, but applicable maxim, of “ Letting that which is well 
alone,” I shall carefully avoid all danger and risk of any change of a doubtful 
nature in its prospective effects. 
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No. 58. . 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 14, 1836.) 

His Majesty's Cutter Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, February 1, 1836. 

WITH reference to my despatch of January 29, wherein I trust 1 have suc¬ 
ceeded in exhibiting the advantages that would, in my own opinion, emanate from 
the establishment suggested, of a British authority resident in some vessel in the 
immediate vicinity of the shipping, or the most centrical and convenient ancho¬ 
rage for communication with them, 1 have briefly mentioned that I conceive the 
sole direction, management, and responsibility of affairs, would better.devolve on 
one individual, than on a Council or Board of three. Generally speaking, since 
I came to the country, I have been aware of great difference of opinion existing 
between the members of the Select Committee of the East India Company, and 
in the remarkable discussions of 1829—1830, the effect was obvious enough, act¬ 
ing to the full extent of completely counteracting the views and efforts of both 
parties or sides, for so 1 cannot lmt call them. Disunion in council, adverse and 
different opinions and interests, with the consequent opposition, extending itself 
even amongst the shipping, lias unfortunately, furnished the Chinese with a most 
powerful weapon to turn against ourselves, of which so astute and discerning a 
people failed not adroitly to avail themselves. Failure, defeat, and disgrace have 
consequently attended ail “ discussions” as they are termed, and l can only anti¬ 
cipate similar results in f uture. 

Facts speak for themselves; it is vain to recur to the errors of past years, save 
‘ as a warning and beacon for the future. Should my views and suggestions seem 
worthy of adoption, one individual, in whom is vested a power and authority 
legally constituted and competent over all British subjects, within a certain dis¬ 
tance of the coast of China, residing afloat or even if it may be practicable on shore, 
in any place or position that may seem most expedient and desirable, will ever be 
more unanimously supported and aided by his countrymen, and, therefore, enabled 
to carry any rational views, in conformity to his instructions, into operation, on 
his own personal responsibility. , 

To provide for the contingency of death or absence, a competent confiden¬ 
tial and responsible Secretary, might qualify himself, by the discharge of more 
detailed duties and an attentive observation of passing events, to succeed to the 
office of the Chief; and an Assistant Secretary duly qualified to take the Secretary¬ 
ship, being on the spot, 1 conceive the establishment would he complete, with 
occasional clerks, who, however, would scarcely be required, if all three took an 
active share in the duties of the service. 

The peculiarity of this country and the singularity of our relations with it, 
commercial and political, although the latter term seems superfluous, render it a 
point of infinite importance that the successors to office should practically acquire 
that experience and knowledge so essential for a judicious exercise of the great 
power vested in the hands of one man, by a previous residence therein. I know of 
no place in this world, where the ideas, opinions, and prejudices of strangers or 
those recently arrived, undergo so great a change as in China, until very lately a 
terra incognita, and inaccessible, save to a very limited number of individuals. 

It may seem somewhat presumptuous in me to offer any hints on the 
adequate remuneration of these officers, but I must observe that the situation of 
Chief is evidently one of extreme importance and responsibility. The mer¬ 
chants of Canton are a very wealthy body of men, expensive in their style of 
living and in the habit of estimating others (and such would especially apply to a 
public man), according to their pecuniary worth and.resources. The agents of 
the East India Company derive much of their consequence from the nature of 
their appointment, between which and that of»IIis Majesty’s officers there would 
exist little comparison, considering the allowances granted them, and the liberal 
pension upon which they will retire after a period of twenty-two years* serviee, 
during which it is to be supposed they must have acquired an independent fortune; 
but 1 feel the subject is a delicate one, and it lean hardly be considered becoming 
on me to enter upon it. 
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For the office of Secretary and Assistant Secretary, the salary of 3,000 1. 
and 1,5002. per annum, appear proportion ably appropriate, and I trust l may with 
propriety express a hope, that any officer of His Majesty’s Government may ever 
be enabled to live in a style suitable to his rank and station; and that the very 
great sacrifice of every advantage of civilized life, the numerofls ami serious 
privations and annoyances accompanying an exile in this disagreeable country, 
may be taken into liberal consideration. 

On the probable expenditure requisite for the vessel suggested, and the 
contingent demands, I shall address your Lordship in another despatch. It 
will not, however, be deemed, I feel certain, unreasonable, considering the nature, 
and extent of the advantages accruing. 


No. 59. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir G. B. Robinson. 

Sir, • Foreign Office, June 15, 1836. 

SINCE the date of my despatch of the 7th instant, your despatches of 
the 29th of January and 1st of February, from Lintin, have been received and 
laid before His Majesty’s Government. And l have to state to you in reply, 
that there does not appear tfl be anything in those despatches to render 
necessary a change in the arrangement which has already been decided upon, 
and which was communicated to you in my despatch above referred to. 

I am, &.C., 

(Signed) l’A LMEllSTON. 


No. 60. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

(Extract.) . Foreign Office, June 15, 1836. 

• 

HIS Majesty’s Government having decided, for the reasons stated in my 
despatch to Sir George Robinson, of the 7tli instant, to abolish the office 
and salary of the Chief Superintendent of British Trade in China; the duties 
of that office have now devolved upon you, as the Second Superintendent. 
Sir George Robinson has been directed to make over to you all the archives 
of tlie Commission; and you will, from the date of the receipt of this despatch, 
consider yourself as the Chief of the Commission. 


. No. 61. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 4, 1836.) 

His Majesty Cutter Louisa. 

(Extract.) Lintin, February 5, 1836. 

I SEE no grounds to apprehend the occurrence of any fearful events on the 
north-east coast, nor can I learn what new danger exists. I am assured, from 
the best authority, that the scuffles between different parties of smugglers and 
Mandarins, alike engaged and competing in the traffic, are not more serious, or 
frequent than in this province. In no case have Europeans been engaged in any 
kind of conflict or affraj' $ and while this increasing and lucrative trade is in the 
hands of the parties whose vital interests are so totally dependent on its safety 
aud continuance, and by whosd prudence and integrity it lias been cherished and 
brought into its present increasing and flourishing condition, I think little 
apprehension may be entertained of dangers emanating from imprudence on 
their part. Should any unfortunate catastrophe take place, what would otiv 
position at Ctfoton entail upon us but responsibility and jeopardy 1 from wl\ich : 
we arc now fifee. « 
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On the question of “ Smuggling Opium,” I will not enter in this place, 
though, indeed, smuggling carried on actually ip the Mandarin boats can hardly 
he termed such. Whenever His Majesty’s Government direct us to prevent 
British vessels engaging in the traffic, we can enforce any order to that effect; 
but a more certain method would be to prohibit the growth of the poppy and 
manufacture of Opium in British India; and if British ships arc in the habit 
of committing irregularities and crimes, it seems doubly necessary to exercise a 
salutary controul over them by the presence of an authority at Lintin. 


No. (32. 

Sir G. 1i. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 4, 183(5.) 

His Majesty's Cutter Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, February 8, 183(3. 

I MUST be permitted to call your Lordship’s attention to the fact, that any 
deviation from the line of conduct so judiciously inculcated by my predecessor, 
Mr. Davis, might (indeed I am certain would), have led to difficulties and inter¬ 
ruptions to the trade, accompanied by innumerable and unforeseen sources of 
anxiety and risk, in place of the present aspect of affairs, at the conclusion almost 
ol a most successful commercial season: had those consequences resulted, to 
whom would the responsibility attach ? obviously, I think, to myself, as I felt it 
did on the occasion of the Second Superintendent’s visit to the city gate ; and 
while I allude to that unfortunate proceeding, I must apprise your Lordship that 
during that gentleman’s short stay at Whampoa, when concerting measures for 
proceeding with two armed vessels to recapture the boat’s crew of the Argi/lc, 
private letters reached me at Macao, pointing out the immediate determination 
of the Chinese Government to stop the trade until he quitted the river. T lost 
no time therefore in privately requesting him to return, and from that period 
firmly resolved to abstain from any attempts at intercourse with the Chinese, 
until in possession of further instructions, unless indeed anything like an advance 
had been made on their part; but i can safely assert tint, far from evincing any 
such disposition, they seem carefully to avoid the possibility of any collision with 
us.. At the same time, it must he observed, they tacitly acquiesce in our re¬ 
maining at Macao, and also in my official residence at this anchorage, to which 
I only anticipate objections if the hitter party spirit raging at Canton, should 
induce ill-disposed or interested individuals to attract their attention to the subject, 
in an unfavourable or suspicious point of view. 

At the suggestion of some of the principal commercial gentlemen at 
Canton, and I believe in accordance with the wishes of the whole community, l 
proposed the plan of assisting them to the utmost of my ability by residing 
at this anchorage, in place of remaining comfortably at Macao with my family, 
thereby entailing on merchants, captains, and British Subjects in general, the 
delay, danger, and inconvenience consequent upon the necessity of resorting 
thither on all matters of business. 

It may be necessary to explain to your Lordship, that large ships cannot 
f approach Macao at any time; and that in strong winds it is difficult, sometimes 
'impracticable, to communicate with the shore vessels in Macao Roads, are often 
‘ liable to be blown out to sea while the captains are on shore; and must b<5 at all 
times exposed to considerable risk and danger, whereby the insurance would he 
affected, whereas they are in perfect safety, and may be detained, if requisite, at 
this anchorage without the least apprehension. 
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f<t 8 4 ’ j 1 * His Majesty’s Gutter Louisa, 1 
(Extrtfcftf v * 'V !4V(5j m “' 1 " * ' ' r ‘ hinttn;Febfuah 10, 1836. 

4> .' *<* *_ * t * ’>t' K ){V [ « ^ i •' *t i . r r , 

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship copy of a lettet from the 
British Chamber of Commerce, and my reply thereto, as also of a letter I 

contetftrentiy addfeSsfd'tcrMf.' 0. Hr Mwitsonv. - - t ****— 

That gentleman shortly after visited me at Lintin, where 1 explained fully 
my views and dpinions on the subject of} his, residence at Canton, and furnished 
him with precise and positive instructions for his guidance on certain points; 
in othcf#} much must be left,to his own pr\ideuce and discretion,*—of which X 
entertain a very high opinion, and rest perfectly assured and satisfied that no 
serious evils will ^result front}his resorting to the provincial city, perfectly in a 
private character, and solely for the purpose of assisting the British community 
iu matters of a commercial nature; but at the same time I must confess, 1 cannot 
at thirfmie approve of the resort to Canton of any member of the Commission } 
and f frdve apprized Mr. Morrison of my ihtention to recall him on the first 
appearance of any difficulties or inconveuicncc emanating from his interference 
or interposition. * 


No. G4. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 1, 1836.) 


(Extract.) 


His Majesty's Cutler Louisa, 
Lintin, February 27, 1833. 


THE Trade is going on ; a friendly understanding subsists between oui 
mercantile community and the Chinese, ample for all commercial purposes, and t 
mutual abstinence and forbearance from every source of discussion and conse¬ 
quent enmity, evinces, m ray opinion, sound judgment aud discretion. s % 

On the subject of attempting to communicate with the local authoritiei 
through the medium of the Hong merchants, it is scarcely necessary for me to 
comment. The very act of such intercourse with thorn will ever preclude the 
possibility of our* coming into more intimate Contact with the Mandarins. Bui 
it is no communication, inasmuch as "they will ever decline to deliver even Oui 
petitions, ott all occasions relating to the extortious, exactions, oppressions, and 
corruption of their own body, against whose power and monopoly we have princi 
pally to exclaim, and. for thd annihilation of which our strongest efforts ought tt 
be exerted. > " 

From a people so arrogant and barbarous, nothing is gained by undue humi¬ 
liation and self-abasement. > They are generally disposed to respect us, in pro¬ 
portion* as we respect, ourselves. Under existing circumstances, the less vw 
nave to do with the Chinese authorities, the more probable it is we shall avoid 
difficulties arid dangers;'by* Whieh not'only our present tranquillity may b< 
endangered, but our future arrangements- affected.” 
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'No. 65. 
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Viscount Palmerston to daptain Flliot. 



Sir, , * Foreign Office, July 22, 1836 

WITH reference to that part of your Minute of the 27th of December, to35 
inclosed in,Sir,geQr^„B mnaQfl . , sLdespatch,oLthfc Jftth of February foatir 
which, for the reasons,you adviseaMijat the comsapder 
steam-boat j^UnP^i* on {: ki r .S||S^uthofeUy, bfno 

it necessary (0 recotti intend to you grea 
- ’ - ,*. ■ *VV «. 


t » 





caution in interfering in such a manner with the undertakings of British mer¬ 
chants. In the present state of our relations with China, it is especially incum¬ 
bent upon you, while you do nil that lies hi your power to avoid giving just 
cause of ..offence to the Chinese authorities, to be tit the same time very careful 
not to assume a greater degree of authority over British subjects in China than 
that which yon in reality possess. . ri . 

i. &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


(Minute referred to in the foregoing Despatch.) 

Macao , December 27, 1835. 

I II EAR it very generally reported to-day that the steam-boat Jardine, now at 
Lintin, is to proceed to Canton on Tuesday or Wednesday next. The disquietude of 
the Provincial Government upon the subject of this vessel had already been mani¬ 
fested in an Edict, desiring that she should leave the country; and I am informed 
a request to let her ply in the river as a passage-boat has just been negatived. In 
the present state of circumstances, I feel it my duty to advise that a public letter 
should be forthwith addressed to the commander of the steam-boat, enjoining him, 
under the King’s authority, by no means to proceed up the river at present. I 
would further recommend that a letter should he addressed to the consignees of 
the vessel (covering a copy of the communication to the commander) to the effect 
that such a step, at this period, appeared to the Commission to be extremely 
imprudent, and it had therefore been determined to require that the intention 
should be abandoned. The port of Canton is now full of shipping waiting for 
cargoes to proceed to England ; and 1 confess the moment appears to me so pecu¬ 
liarly unfavourable for any experiment of this description, that I found the greatest 
difficulty in crediting the report upon the subject; it is repeated, however, in so 
many quarters, that I feel compelled to believe it is well founded. If it be true 
that any attempt has been made to secure the consent of the Poo Yuen, and that 
his refusal has been signified, the risks of very serious difficulties are vastly 
enhanced. We have been specially warned, and the Chinese officers well know the 
advantage that particular circumstance will afford them for the vindication of any 
measures which our scornful disregard of their authority*may lead them to pursue. 
If this steam-vessel goes up the river at this moment, I feel a persuasion that some 
grave public inconvenience will ensue. That the persons on duty at the forts in 
the Bogue will be fully justified in stopping her (by force, if needful) is plain; and 
that any opposition upon the part of the vessel would be both utterly lawless and 
futile is quite as clear. But it may happen that they will suffer her to pass the 
forts with just so much of evidence to prove that it is a forced passage (by firing 
a few shot wide of her) as will serve to justify proceedings of another complexion; 
ip this case, it is my strong opinion, that the Chinese will resort to some general 
measure in assertion of their powers and independence as a Government, involving 
the interruption of this trade, till some required concession shall be made. No 
Government can afford, if I may so express it, to be reduced to utter contempt 
in the sight of its own people by a handful of heedless foreigners ; the sacrifice, 
in point of public estimation, is far too considerable. 

I desire to record my own conviction that some most disagreeable public con- 
>|»6quences will follow if the steam-boat proceeds up the river at this moment, in con- 
,|sqnptuous disregard of a recent refusal to let her pass. At a suitable period, and 
v^ith due caution, I am sure such a point might be easily and safely accomplished. 
It is my deliberate opinion that the full weight of responsibility for any disaster or 
mischief which arises out of this attempt at,the present moment will devolve upon 
this Commission, unless we can clearly show that we enjoined all British persons 
having any authority over the vessel, or employed ort board of her, to abstain 
• from taking any part in a proceeding calculated imminently to risk interests of 
vast public and private importance, and in direbt disobedience to His Majesty’s 
Instructions, issued agreeably to Act of Parliament, setting forth that it is the; 
; duty of all his subjects to respect the laws and usages of this empire. 

CHARLES ELLIOT, 

... V Second-Superintendent. 



vk 


No. 65. 

Vbsovnt Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

* 

(Extract.) Foreign Office, July 22, 1836. 

I HAVE to observe to you that it does nol appear to His Majesty's 
Government, that it would be expedient that you should attempt to re-open 
communications with the Viceroy through the Hong merchants, but, on the 
contrary, it is desirable that you should decline every proposition to revive 
official communications through that channel, whatever may be the quarter 
from whence such propositions may come. 

It might be very suitable for the servauts of the East India Company, 
themselves au Association of merchants, to communicate with the authorities of 
China through the merchants of the Hong; but*the Superintendents are officers 
of the King, and as such can properly communicate with none but officers 
of the Chinese Government. This is a point upon which you should insist; 
and 1 have therefore to instruct you, if any attempt should be made by the 
Hong merchants to enter into communication with you upon matters of public 
business, to express jour regret tTiat you are not at libeitv to receive am such 
communications, except from the Viceroy direct, or through some responsible 
officer of the Chinese Government. 

I have to add, that Ills Majesty's Government do not deem it expedient 
that yon should give to your written communications with the Chinese 
Government, the name of “ Petitions .” 


No. 67. 

The Hon. W. Fox Strangways to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 14, 1836. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, for the purpose 
of being forwarded to the Portuguese Governor of Macao, the accompanying 
letter, under flying seal, ^addressed to his Excellency by his Government, con¬ 
taining instructions as to the conduct he should pursue in all matters in which 
the Superintendents of British Trade in China, may ha\e occasion to address 
themselves to his Excellency, on subjects relating to the discharge of their 
official duties: these instructions are sent to his Excellency in consequence of 
the representations of IJis Majesty’s Government to that of Portugal, ol’ tbte 
circumstances stated in Sir G. Robinson’s despatch of the 23rd of November, 
1835. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) W. FOX STRANGWAYS.. 


* » 



Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 29, 1836,) 

His Majesty '9 Cutter Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, March I, 1836. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose copy ol‘ a letter froth Mr. Innes to my 
individual address, the reply thereto, and of an open letter 1, at the same time, 
inclosed to our Interpreters. 


lnclosute 1 in No. 68. 

Mr. Innes to Sir G. B. Robinson. 

Sir George, Macao, February 2'2, 1830. 

I VERY respectful!) submit to your ) cool lection the following cncun- 
&tan< cn. 

I leccivcd an injury and lost pioprrty out ot a ship called the Oruell. 
Captain Dalrjmnle, 

1 did my duty to my constituents, m applying for its recovery to the late 
deceased Gmornor o/Canton, and failed in niv object. I did put in motion a 
vessel lor reprisal agam&t Chinese subjects; moved*by jou, I abstained theio- 
frotn, on jour pledge to represent the matter, both here (at a proper time) and 
home, for redress. * 

If you do not consider it to interfere with that pledge, l mean to draw the 
attention of the new Governor of Canton to this subject ,* and if 1 have your 
permission to do so, 1 hope you will allow Mr. Morrison or Mr. Gutzlnff to 
translate into Chinese my Petition to the new Governor: and for this I 
beg written instructions, as asking favours of subordinate officers is 
inconvenient. 

l wish to put a curious fact bclorc you; -Monteith and Co.‘ who arc the 
chief losers, are skilful chymists and inventors of colours: and they have 
recently arrived at a new colour: the goods robbed from me wore of this new 
colour. On a day in last January, I was called to be present at the opening of 
some goods of mine, to have the duties fixed by the Hoppo; and this took 
place in the Hong, once the Honourable East-India Company’s, now Messrs. 
Daniell’s, when I saw in possession of an attendant officer a cotton-handker¬ 
chief ; a whole hankeichicf of which, besides the stolen goods, only T was 
’.Jmsscssed in all China of a similar colour; and mine were (being musters for 
felling by) half handkerchiefs; the officer had his master’s books and.paperV^ 
k wrapped up in it. I instantly challenged it as stolen goods in presence of the 
Coolies, Linguists, and all attendants: thib is direct evidence of the possession 
of the IIoppo or his servants. t * - ' 

It is my duty to mention to you that I have moved Messrs Monteith and 
Messrs. Deykins, at Glasgow and Birmingham, to induce their'four members 
in the Commons, to strengthen and support your judicious remonstrance at the 
Foreign Office. * 1 

I wait your answer with anxiety. 

* I have, &c.; 

(Signed)*;- JAMES INNES. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 68. 

Sir O. B. Robinson to Mr. Innes. 

His Majesty’s Cutter Eouisa, 

Sir, Lintin, February 24, 1836. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 22nd 
February, and lose no time in replying to it. 

I consider it will not he any interference with the pledge you have given to 
abstain from violent’ and dangerous measures for the recovery of your property, 
if you address.a moderate and becoming communication on the subject to the 
ne,w Governor of Canton; on the contrary, you have my full sanction and 
approval of the measure, which I think judicious and prudent. To this md, 
the services of one or both our interpreters are at your disposal, so long as the 
documents you require them to translate or draw up for you, contain neither 
threats or menaces which most assuredly you could never put in execution; 
nor expressions and language calculated to excite feelings and nnpiessious 
hostile or piejudicial to the general welfaic and interests of the King’s subjects 
and, in my opinion, tending to the certain counteraction of your own object. 
To prevent any delay, I furnish \on with an open letter to those gcnthmeii, and 
as you have placed the whole matter before me, and I hate submitted every 
document connected therewith, lor the consideration of the Right Honourable 
the Foreign Seeictai v, I conceive you will not hesitate to iurnish me with the 
faithful translations, both of jour Petition to the new Governor and his reply 
thereto; indeed it would be satisfactory it time would allow of my perusal of 
your address prev ions to presentation. 

1 conceive a judicious introduction of the fact you mention might have 
some weight, and 1 would suggest that you oho .state distinctly, the bu.-im.'S 
has been submitted to the Superintendents of British Tiade in China, and by 
them tiansnntted to the high officer ot His Majesty’s Government, with whom 
they have (he honour to couespond. 

1 beg to point out, th^t Mr. Morrison ib now privately residing in Canton, 
solely for the purpose of aiding the foreign community in matters of this sort, 
and should you wish tq communicate personally with me on this or other 
subjects, it will he in accordance at once with my duty and inclination to afford 
you all the advice and assistance in my power. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed 1 ) G. B. ROBINSON. 


' Itlclosurc 3 in No. 68. 

Siv C, li. ftobinson to Mr. Morrison ami Mr. (lutzldf. 

His Majesty's Cutter Ixrnisa, 

Gentlemen, Lintin, February 21, 1836. 

MR. INNES having requested my sanction for your assisting him by the 
exercise of yonr talents and acquirements in the Chinese lauguage, I liav&t© 
request you will do so to the best of your power, under this positive restriction, 
however, that on no account, nor on any occasion, you translate or draw up tor 
presentation to the local authorities, documents containing language or exprts- 
fiions of a threatening or menacing nature, or in any way calculated to prejudice 
and endanger the safety dnd interests of His Majesty’s subjects in this country,. 
With a perfect rclianco on your judgment and discretion, 1 do not consider it 
requisite to add further admonition, and sincerely hope the results of your 
exertions will be successful. * < . ■ • 

I am, &c., -r.'f* 

(Signed) G. B. ROBINSON. v 
►* 



Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, * Foreign Office, November 8, 183G. 

THE despatch of Sir George Robinson of the 20th of November, 1835, 
relative to the case of Mr. lanes, together with the various Minutes and other 
papers connected with it, which have been transmitted home by the Super¬ 
intendents, have received the most careful consideration of His Majesty’s 
Government and their legal advisers. 

It appears from these papers, that Mr. Innes, a British merchant, resident 
at Canton, had employed a pilot named Acha, to transfer some goods from the 
ship Orwell, while passing up from Lintin to Canton, to another vessel at 
Lintm hound for Manila ; that the pilot Acha, instead of proceeding with tiic 
goods to the other vessel, was com eying them up the Canton river, when his 
boat and the goods were seized by the Chinese Custom house officers, near the 
Bocca Tigris, for a breach of the Chinese revenue laws; it being considered 
that he was attempting to smuggle the merchandize within the entrance of the 
Port of Canton ; that Mr. Innes, conceiving himself to he wronged by the acts 
of the pilot and of the Custom-house officers, had petitioned the Gou-rnor of 
Canton for redress; and that, upon experiencing delay in obtaining the resti¬ 
tution of his sroods, he had notified to the Governor ins determination to procure 
redress for himself, by acts of reprisal against the Chinese Trade, hut that he 
had consented to abstain from his meditated hostilities, upon receiving from the 
Superintendents a pledge, that his case should be submitted to the consi¬ 
deration of His Majesty’s Government. and that the recovery of his property 
should be made the subject of a demand on the Chinese Authorities, on the 
first occasion of the Superintendents coming in formal contact with those 
Authorities. , 

You have already been informed, by my despatch«of June 6th, addressed 
to Sir George ltobinson, that the papers connected with this transaction were 
under the consideration of the law officers of the Crown. The report which 1 have 
now received from the law officers, fully confirms the opinion which I expressed 
in that despatch, that the acts threatened by Mr. Innes, would, if carried into 
effect, amount to piracy. 1 have therefore to instruct you to communicate to 
Mr. Innes the opinion of His Majesty’s legal advisers, with regard to the inten¬ 
tion which Mr. Innes had announced; and to express the conviction of His 
Majesty’s Government, that he will abandon all intention of having recourse to 
proceedings which high legal authorities have declared would amount to piracy. 
You will further inform Mr. Innes, that if the contrary should unfortunately 
happen, and if he should persist in carrying his former intentions into execu¬ 
tion, lie will be abandoned by the British Government to the fate which such a 
course will probably bring upon him ; and further, that the commander of any 
of His Majesty’s ships whtch may fall in with him, will be hound to act 
towards him as the Naval Instructions require commanders of His Majesty’s 
ships of war to act towards pirates whom they may meet. 

• With lespect to your representations to the Chinese Authorities, with a 
view to obtain the restitution of Mr. Innes’s property, you will conform your¬ 
self to the instructions contained in the latter part of my despatch to Sir George 
Robinson. 

I‘am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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No. 70. 


Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 8, 1836. 

HIS Majesty’s Government have not failed to take into their attentive 
consideration. Sir George Robinson’s despatch of the 1st of July, 1835, 
relative to the claim preferred by Messrs. Turner and Co. of Canton, against Mr. 
Arthur Saunders Keating, of the same place, for a balance of 300 dollars, 
alleged to be due by hitn to the owners of a vessel called the Planter, on 
account of the freight of a cargo of rice, consigned to Mr. Keating by a mer¬ 
cantile house at Batavia; and which balance Mr. Keating refused to pay, on the 
plea, that bis rice, after having been landed and’passed, for sale to a Hong mer¬ 
chant at Canton, named Mowqua, had by him been made subject to the pay¬ 
ment of 300 dollars, which he claimed as insurer of the vessel, on account of 
certain port charges and fees: 'the char lei-party having stipulated that the 
port charges should be borne by the ship. This case, with the Minutes of Pro¬ 
ceedings relating to it, has been submitted to the consideration of the law officers 
of the Crown; and it appears to His Majesty’s Government, from the report of 
those officers, that the question between Messrs. Turner and Co. and Mr. Keating, 
is one merely of private right, and to the decision of which the ordinary tri¬ 
bunals of this country are fully competent. In fact, the only question to be 
decided is, whether the ship Planter had earned her freight when the rice was 
delivered into the go-clown of Mowqua, the Hong merchant who secured the 
ship. 

The facts of the case are not clearly stated in the papers sent home by Sir 
George Robinson; but from the Minutes of Proceedings transmitted in his 
despatch above-mentioned * it would appear, that the Hong merchant Mowqua 
secured the ship at' 900 dollars, and that this sum, which was due as 
port charges, was the onfy sum lawfully demandable by the Chinese authorities; 
that this sum was duly paid by the consignees of the ship to Mowqua, who 
thereupon gave his chop or receipt for the same ; and that Mr. Keating might 
have had the rice, or have disposed of it as tie thought tit; hut that by his 
desire, and for his convenience, it was deposited by Mowqua, in his (Mowqua’s) 
go-down at Canton ; and that Mowqua illega'ly refused to let Mr. Keating 
remove the rice without paying a further sum of 300 dollars. Such at least 
appears to be the outline of the transaction as leported by the Superintendents ; 
and supposing the facts to be so, it is clear that the rice was deposited by 
Mowqua as Mr. Keating’s agent, and that the owners of the ship had fully 
performed their contract, and consequently were entitled to receive the whole of 
the sum due for freight. 

What I understand Mr. Keating to represent in his various letters entered 
on your Minutes, is, that it is a*fallacy to assert that the rice ever was in his 
possession, or under his controul; .that Mowqua, as the securing Hong merchant,.,, 
had the ship and cargo in his power; and that whatever contract Mowqua might 
have made with Messrs. Turner and Co., afe agents of the owners, he (Mowqua) 1 
never would have parted with the cargo, without receiving the 300 dollars in* 
dispute:—that; Mowqua held the rice as the security merchant, and would not 
have permitted it to go out of the ship to any other place than his own go-down,... 
where he would.retain a lien upon it for what he claimed. 

It is impossible for His Majesty’s Government, upon the documents before 
them, and with their imperfeqt information as to the rights and duties of the / 
securing merchant, to pronounce any positive decision as to the real merits of 
the case. But the fact stated by Messrs. Turner and Co., in their letter to 
Messrs. Tbirhes, Dent,>and Jardine, that the cirgo of another ship, the Madras - 
arriving at the same time* vn» delivered to the go-down of a different merchant :* 
from the one Vrha secured thepship, is strongly corroborative of the view of the - 
f ' (> i - ‘ * ' • ’V * • • . .» 
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case taken by you aud your colleague?. Indeed,.the claim of Messrs. Turner 
and Co upon Mr. Keating, as stated in tbgir first letter, was for two* sums 
300 dollars each, one on account of the ship Planter, the other on account,df 
the ship JMqtdras. The latter claim appears, in the course of the correspondence, 
to have been dropped, the reason not being distinctly stated; and on these 
«lrcumstances, so important in their bearing upon the merits of the other.claim 
which formed the immediate subject of the relcrencc home, no remark is matte- 
in the Chief Superintendent's despatch. i 

With rcgaid to the step taken by the Superintendents, In consequence of 
Mr. Keating’s continued refusal to pay the sums demanded of lmn, on account 
of Messrs. Turner and Co. aud, in another case, by Mr* Smith, amounting 
together to £91 17s. fid. sterling, I have to state to you, that, in, advancing oil 
the public account, the amount of these demand^ upon Mr. Keating, with the 
mow of making him a debtor to the Crown, the Superintendents adopted a 
course which the} had no power whatever to take. Mr. Keating certainly is 
not a debtor to the Crown in respect of this transaction The ease wa 0 a 
private one—of an attempt at extortion on the pint ol the Hong merchant 
Mowqua, who, in his character of agent, demanded from his principal a sum to 
which he was not entitled ; and rcluscd to give up to that pimnpal the goods in 
his custody, until his unjust demand was satisfied 

As, however, the payment wds made In the Supcnntcndents, in the 
exeicisc of their discretion, with the view of preventing further discussions, 
which, under the peculiar circumstances of theft position, they considered might 
have pioved injurious to the Jlntish commercial interests in China, it is not my 
intention to make them personally responsible tor the advance, although their 
decision was certainly a mistaken one Out it is im duty to caution you, in the 
most express mauncr, against puisuing a similar course on any future occasion. 
It is probable that Mi. Keating, when he tinds that His Majesty’s Government 
lifeline to an dpinion on the subject adverse to his own, may no longer object to 
repay the sum which was advanced for him l>y the Supci mtendgnts, but, l 
repeat, that His Majesty's Government cannot regard Mr. Keating as a Crown, 
debtor, lfi respect of the payment made by you and your colleagues on his 
account. , 

His Majesty’s Government do not consider, that’this is a transaction which 
would give any just ground of demand against the Chinese Government, but, 
as it appears that a demand was insisted upon by the securing merchant, which 
'the Chinese regulations do not warrant, and, consequently, that the merchant 
was guilty of an act of evtortion, admitted on all sides tp be such, (the dispute 
being only on whom the charge should fall,) you will avail yourself of any 
suitable opportunity that may offer to call the attention of the Chinese authori¬ 
ties at Canton to the subject; and to endeavpur to prevail upun them to put a, 
8top to such acts of extortion, by causing then own regulations tp be strictly 
carried into effect. , \ 

' 1 am, &c.; ! 

1 (Signed) PAL?" 


Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 8, 1836. 

WITH reference to my despatches of this date, containing the opinion of 
His Majesty’s Government upon the cases of Mr. Innes and AJr. Keating, I 
think it right to state to you, that His Majesty’s Government are fully aware 
of the inconvenience arising bott^from the undefined state of the Jurisdiction 
, of the Superintendents in China, and from their want of*power to enforce deci¬ 
sions to which they may come, on matters submitted to them hy members of 
the commercial body in China, 
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Hie general question as to the nature, extent, and powers of the future 
establishment in China, Is rioW under the consideration of His Majesty’s 
Government; and I am in hopes that, at no distant period, some effectual 
remedy may be provided for the mconveniehce to which I have more particularly 
adverted. 

In the mean time, I have to recommend to you to confine your interference, 
■when called for, as much as possible to friendly suggestion and advice to the 
parties concerned. 

The assumption of powers which you have no means of enforcing, and the 
issuing of injunctions which are set at nought with impunity, can only fend to 
impair the authority*and lower the dignity ot His Majesty’s Commission in the 
eyes of those Ijy whom it is of importance that it should be looked up to with 
respect. 

I am, &c , 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 72. 

Visrount Palmerston to Captain Elliot 

Sir, Foieigu Office, November 8, 1836. 

I HAVE observed that m jout Minute of the loth of October, 183.V, 
relative to the case of Mr Innes, you express, an opinion, that the power given 
by the Act 26 Coo. III. c. 57, sec. 35, to the Supracargoes of the East India 
Compan), to airest and send to England poisons resident at Canton, may now 
he lawfully exercised by the Superintendents of British Tiade in China, by 
virtue of the Older in Council of the 9th December, 1833, which transfers to 
the Superintendents all the power’s and authorities which were by law vested 
in the Supracargoes, at the date of the teimination, of the exclusive rights of 
the East India Company. 

As a misconception on this point might give rise to much embarrassment, 
both to JIis Majesty's Government and to the Superintendents personally, I 
have to state to you for your guidance, that the clause of the Act of 26 George 
III., upon which jou rest jour opinion, was lepcaled by the 146th clause of the 
Act 33 George III. c, 52; and further, that the only power exercised by the 
Supracargoes, was that of removing unlicensed persons. Rut as no license 
from His Majesty is now necessary to enable His Majesty’s subjects to trade 
with of rerid? in China, such power of expulsion has altogether ceased to exist 
wim respect to China. 

I am, &c. } 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


T 
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No* 73. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November R, 1836. 

T INSTRUCTED Sir George Robinson, in my despatch of the 28th of 
May last, to communicate to the various individuals who held provisional 
appointments under His Majesty’s Commission, that those , appointments 
were still to be considered as only provisional and temporary, and subject to 
such arrangements with regard to entire abolition, or to reduction of salary, as 
llis Majesty’s Government might, upon further consideration, deem proper. 

llis Majesty’s Government subsequently came to the resolution of abolish¬ 
ing the- office and salary of Chief Superintendent, as notified in my despatch 
to Sir George Robinson, of the 7th of June last; and they have since then 
resolved upon carrying into effect some further changes and reductions, which 
I now proceed to state to you. 

1st. It appears to His Majesty’s Government desirable, in order to insure 
unity of decision and singleness of responsibility, as well as to avoid those 
differences of opinion between co-ordinate Authorities, which are necessarily 
injurious to the public service and to the efficiency of the Commission, that 
the office of the Third Superintendent should be abolished ; and that, in the 
place of that officer, a Deputy Superintendent should be appointed, to act as 
assistant to the Chief Superintendent, but under his orders and controul ; and 
also to act provisionally for the Chief Superintendent, during his occasional 
absence from his post, llis Majesty’s Government are glad to avail themselves 
of the services of Mr. Johnston, at present Third Superintendent, for this new 
office ; anu you will notify the decision of llis Majesty’s Government to Mr. 
Johnston, and will acquaint him that the salary, which for the present is 
assigned to the officlb of Deputy Superintendent, is. 1,000/. per annum. Mr. 
Johnston’s salary of 2,000/. per annum, as Third Superintendent, will cease on 
the day on which you receive this despatch ; after which time he will receive 
the salary of 1,500/. attached to his new office. 

2nd. The salary of the Surgeon to the establishment is to be reduced from. 
1,500/. to J,000/. per annum ; that of the Secretary and Treasurer from 1,500/. 
to 800/. per annum; and that of the Chinese Secretary and Interpreter from 
1,300/. to 1,000/. per annum; the reduction to take effect in each case, from 
the day on which you receive this despatch. 

3rd. The office of Assistant Surgeon is to be altogether abolished. You 
will notify this determination to Mr. Anderson, who now holds this appoint¬ 
ment ; and you will pay him his salary for three months after he shall have 
received such notification. 

It will, moreover, be distinctly understood lluft all the offices on the 
establishment are held, subject to any final arrangements which His Majesty’s 
Government may hereafter deem it expedient to adopt. 

4th. Contingent Expenses.—The sum of 5,000/. provided by llis Majesty’s 
warrant of the 8th of January, 1834, for clerks and contingencies, included the 
contemplated expense of boats and other incidental charges counccted with the 
■ collection of the duties originally proposed to be levied on British Shipping 
in Canton. The subsequent abrogation of these duties lias necessarily occa¬ 
sioned a great reduction in the contingent expenditure of the establishment; 
and His Majesty’s Government are therefore of opinion, that a sum of 2,500/. 
per annum will be amply sufficient to cover every needful expense under this 
head; and you will be careful that the above amount shall, under no circum¬ 
stances, in future be exceeded. • ■ # 

But His Majesty’s Government, in fixing the sum of 2,500/. per 
annum, as that which they intend to propose to Parliament as the vote for 
.'contingencies for the China Establishment during .the ensuing year,^con¬ 
fidently hope and expect that such sum will ultimately be found more than 
; sufficient for the actual and necessary, expenditure on that account. : H-jThey 
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are unwilling to run the risk of making an inadequate provision for expenses 
to be incurred on so distant a station, and with regard to the nature and 
necessity of which they have not yet had knowledge and experience enough to 
enable them to form a final and correct judgment, but you will consider it your 
duty to confine these contingent and incidental cxpcnces within the narrowest 
limits consistent with the interests of His Majesty’s service. 

1 am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 74. 


Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 17, 1836.) 

His Majesty's Cutter Louisa, 

My Lord, Lintin, April 18, 1836. 

IT affords me great pleasure to intimate to your Lordship, that, after one 
of the most active, and, I believe, successful seasons ever remembered in China, 
there exists at the present period of relaxation the most perfect tranquillity and 
quiet. 

With the exception of two ships now loading for England, there is little to 
notice in the river, and all my exertions are directed to preserve order and 
correct some abuses in the numerous vessels at this anchorage or in Macao 
Roads, for which purpose I resort, as most suitable, to either station, and trust 
nothing will intervene to interrupt the present tranquil aspect of affairs. The 
Chinese are not, in my opinion, disposed to interfere with the exercise of our 
functions and powers outside the river, and, so long as we do not attempt to go 
to Canton, will take no notice whatever of our proceedings. If 1 eoidd perceive 
a greater degree of harmony and unanimity amongst the British community, I 
should confidently anticipate the gratification of addressing your Lordship on 
the probable advantages to he derived from a change in the position ot the 
outside rendezvous for shipping, from the exposed and impracticable anchorage 
at Lintin, during the southerly monsoon, to the safe and commodious basin or 
harbour of Hong Kong, in preference to the late resort of outside ships, the 
Cumsingmoon, where they are much more likely to become involved in affrays 
with the natives, from various causes, which it would now he tedious and 
needless to dwell upon. But I feel myself so unhappily situated, by the 
divided and irritable s^ate of the British society, that I apprehend all my 
efforts might he vain, and perhaps produce evil instead of beneficial results. 

There remains, therefore, no alternative hut a continuance in niv present 
quiescent line of policy, until f am in possession of definite instructions from 
your Lordship as to our future measures. I have only to observe, that I 
persevere in my course, simply because all has proceeded well and successfully 
during Us operation ; and 1 consider, that, so long as that is the case, I am best 
fulfilling the duties of my office. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE BEST ROBINSON. 
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No. 75. 

• * 1 » 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir,, ... Foreign Office, December G, 183(5. 

I HAVE had under consideration Sir George Robinson’s despatch of May 
17, reporting the particulars of a gross outhige committed on two masters of 
British vessels hy a Portuguese officer at Macao, and for which the Supyrinten- 
• dents had been unable to obtain any redress from the Governor of that settle^ 
meat, and further staling .tliat the Governor of Macao persisted in declining to 
recognise the Superintendents in their public character, and had not even 
returned an answer to their letters. ' 

In my despatch of September 14th, I transmitted to you, for the purpose of 
being delivered to the Governor of Macao, an instruction which the Portuguese 
Government had addressed to his Excellency in consequence of the representation 
made to them of a former transaction of a similar nature; and I trust tliat this 
instruction will have had the effect of recalling the Governor to a proper sense 
of the respect which is due to officers acting under ITis Majesty’s Commission ; 
and will have disposed him to take effectual measures for preventing the recur¬ 
rence of acts of violence towards British subjects. 

ilis Majesty’s Government have however* deemed it expedient, as well in 
consecpiencc of these occurrences as with a view to the protection of British 
Commerce in general, to address instructions to the Admiral commanding llis 
Majesty’s ships in the East Indies, directing him to station a ship of war con¬ 
stantly in the China Seas, and to call the special attention of her commander to 
the necessity of watching over the interests of British subjects at Macao. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


(.Instruction# referred to in the foregoing despatch • to Captain Elliot ) 
John Back home, Esq. to Charles Wood, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 23, 1836. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you the 
accompanying extracts from the file of proceedings of the Superintendents 
of the Trade of British subjects in China,—the first relating to the plunder 
by some Chinese pirates of the British vessel Troughlon ,—the second, to 
the difficulty which the Sujxirintendents experience, in the present state of 
relations with China, in controuling the conduct of British seamen 
resorting to the Canton River. In laying these Papers before the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, f am to desire that you will state to 
their Lordships, that it is Viscount Palmerston's opinion, with reference 
both to the protection of British ships and property from plunder, and to 
the necessity of sometimes enforcing subordination among the merchant 
seamen, that a ship-of-war should be constantly employed on the Chinese 
station; and that the commander of such ship should be instructed to 
communicate with the British authorities in China, and to act in concert 
with them for the maintenance^ British interests in that quarter of the 
world, 

lam, &c„ 

(Signed) J. BACKHOUSE. 
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No. 76. 

4 1 ’ i i 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received December ‘26, 1836.) 

/' ’ 

My Lord, Macao, May 10, 1S36. 

I l . 

' WITH reference to my despatch of February 5, paragraph 6, 1 have the 
honour to inclose the cover or envelope of a dor ument .sent by the Hong 
merchants to all the principal linns, agents, or residents, foreign and British, 
in China, ll was fyi warded by the common Chinese post, or rather passage- 
boat, and differs in no way from an ordinary Chinese letter. 

Jl requested Mr. GutzlafT to write the exact meaning of the characters 
upon this cover, which is, in all respects, similar to those 1 have been in the 
habit of leeching for many ycais past, from Chinese of various classes, on 
private business, with the omission, perhaps, of some complimentaiy or lucky 
phrase or sentence, w liich they often subjoin. 

The woid high dispatch is, l think, a misapprehension of the term, with 
speed or haste; but, if meant to info*-, that the contents ate of importance, is 
generally used in the direction of all letters, even those of the lower classes. 

In Mr. Gul/lafl’s note, he rauaihs, it is addressed individually to the 
managers of barbarian nations. .1 believe, kowe\er, copies have been sent to 
most of the foreign merchants in Canton, and even to masters of ships. 

The Hong merchants, in their note, simply request their \iituous elder 
brother to inform his countrymen of the contents, and the whole document, in 
my opinion, can only be considered as a circular to merchants and captains. 

The Edict itself i.s merely one of the usual screens, under co\er of which 
the Mandarins themselves engage in the illicit trade, or, by the influence of 
large, bribes, connive at its existence and increase. 

My object in addressing your Lordship on this subject, is simply to prove, 
that 1 am not, by any means, in communication with the llong merchants, nor 
have I in any way deviated from that line of policy so well suited to maintain 
our present position, which is all I aspire to do, until l have the honour to 
receive positive aud definite instructions. • 

1 have, &e., 

, (Signed) GEORGE BEST ROBINSON. 


Inclosurd l in No. 76. 

Mr. Gutzlaff to Sir G. B. Robinson. 

Sir, 1 Macao, April 26, 1836. 

, l HAVE the pleasure of transmitting to you the translation. It seems to 
bfl.fi circular,letter addressed individually to a]l the managers of the barbarian' 
nations. The name of the English does uot even once occur. 

I remain, See., 

. (Signed) CHARLES GUTZLAFF. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 76. 

The Hong Merchants to Sir G. B. Robinson. 


April 15, 1836. 

THE Hong merchants repeat, in the inclosed note, the same orders, and 
request their virtuous elder brother to make them known to all his countrymen 
at Canton. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 7G. 

Edict against Foreign Ships resorting to the North-East Coast of China. 

LEW, the Che-hcen of Nan-hac, hereby informs the Hong merchants, that 
he received on the 4th instant a communication from the Kwang-Chow-Foo, 
stating that he had received a paper, dated 2fith of March, from the Provincial 
Judge, who had received an official letter from the Provincial Treasurer 
February 7th, transmitted to him by the Deputy Governor of Kwangtung and 
Kwangsc provinces, containing the following statement of the Lieutenant 
Governor of Chekeang province, dated January 31st. 

“ There anchored a barbarian three-masted ship near the Tung-sc-choo 
[islands belonging to the Choo-san group,] with Mifala’s barbarian craft, 
which also proceeded to Cha-poo and Leih-kearig [harbours of Che-keang 
province]. They have never been forced to get under weigh, and are driven 
away. 

“ I, the Lieutenant Governor, in conjunction with the Admiral, prepared on 
the 23ni of the ninth month of the preceding year a respectful report to the- 
Emperor. Moreover, I forwarded a circular letter [to the Mandarins along 
coast], to institute inquiries, escort, and drive them away [the ships). I 
thought it, moreover, my duty to request in this official notification, tlmt the 
Hong merchants might lie strictly enjoined, to convey to the barbarian ships on 
their arrival at Canton the most peremptory commands, in order to restrain 
them from revisiting other provinces. And I hereby request an answer. 

“ A copy of this document reaching me, the Acting Governor [[of Kwang¬ 
tung andKwangse], I examined the records, and found that I had already 
previous to this received an official document from the Governor General of 
Fokcen and Che-keang, stating that inquiries had been made, and the ships 
had been escorted and driven away, as is upon record. I, therefore stated in 
my reph to the Lieutenant Governor of Che-keang, that the notification had 
< been duly entered upon the records, and that there was no need of an additional 
document upon the subject. . 

“ At the same time I requested the Hoppo, that he should’immediately 
order the Hong merchants to issue these commands, to the manager of the said 
kingdom’s barbarian merchants, that they might obey them, .The Hong 
merchants ought also to restrain those barbarian ships which have been sent 
away froin Che-keang, as soon as they arrive at Canton, and most severely 
prohibited "and restrict them from ever proceeding in future to other provinces, 
and there sauntering about.” . 

To enforce obedience to the orders, the Provincial Judge adds his 
commands. Do not transgress! They being received, the Hongpierisbants 
were immediately enjoined to promulgate these commands, whilst the jpther 
official injunctions are hereby*,, forwarded,. that tfcey^ttiight * actiijWsbict 
accordance t<i them. 



“I, the Che-heen of Nan-hae, whilst receiving these official documents 
ollowed the directions of the JCwang-Chow-Foo, and, accordingly, strictly 
enjoin the Hong merchants, that they may promulgate these commands to the 
manager of the said kingdom’s barbarian merchants, that they may obey them. 
As soon as the barbarian ships which have been sent away from Che-keang, 
arrive at Canton, they ought to be severely prohibited and restricted from 
ever proceeding to other provinces, and there sauntering about. Do not 
transgress!” 

I address jointly my commands to the said Hong merchants, that they 
may immediately promulgate these orders to the manager of the said kingdom’s 
barbarian merchants’for their obedience to them. As soon as the barbarian 
ships which have been sent away from Che-keang, arrive at Canton, they 
ought to be severely prohibited and restricted from ever proceeding to other 
provinces, and there sauntering about. Do not transgress! Use the utmost 
dispatch. These are the orders. 


No. 77. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—[Received March I, 1837.) 

(Extract.) Macao, October 13. 1837. 

NOTHING but decided measures will, at the present period, induce the 
Local Chinese Government to admit or tolerate the resort to, or residence at* 
Canton of an officer of His Majesty’s Government on a becoming footing (and 
unless lie be so placed, his presence must prove a source of evil instead of good), 
as they have the sagacity to foresee the endless embarrassment certain to 
emanate therefrom, but they will tacitly sanction, or perhaps avail themselves 
of the full exercise of bis functions and authority without the river, and 1 am 
contident, appeal to him in any extreme case of difficulty or aggression on the 
part of his countrymen, thereby at once yielding a point of contention which it 
seems to me idle to urge. 


No. 78. 

Sir G. B. Robinson l» Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 18, 1837.) 

His Majesty's Cutter Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, November '28, 1836. 

IN the absence of any despatches conveying your Lordship’s sentiments 
and instructions relative to the quiescent course of policy in which I have 
deemed it my duty to persevere, since 1 had the honour of succeeding to my 
present appointment, and the system I last year adopted of residing on board 
His Majesty’s cutter at Lintiu, or outside the Bocca Tigris, for the purpose of 
attesting the manifests of British ships, granting port-clearances, and the general 
advantage accruing to the commercial community in China, from the free and 
uncontrolled exercise of those functions of a consular nature, as requisite and 
essential for the maintenance of the public peace, or rather the discipline of the 
shipping, as for the interests and welfare Of His Majesty’s subjects in this 
country;.! consider no other alternative is open to me, but a recurrence to that 
arrangement which so fully answered all the anticipations I had formed, and 
to which no ratibpal objection seems to have presented itself. 




pointy out “as tlic inosf {^pj'opmte for Itis 'Majesty’s sjups ot" w»r { 

•. . • . .. , V* K. 


..No. 79- 


Sir G. U. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 3, 1837.) 

Mv Lord, Macao , December 14, 1830. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of despatches from your 
Lordship, per ship Neptune, announcing the abolition of the pflice of Chief 
.Supernifdndeitt Vof the- Trade of British subjects’ in 1 Chihfl' 1 direet'ltfg tne 
to make over the Archives and other Documents of this Establishment, to 
Cgptpin ^Hiot.dCN- ,M » ! „■ , .t 

The commander of the ship Eleanor ? being actually in at^jdance, at my 
oflicb, at the moment of their arrival, for the piirposfe of signing his manifests^ 
and receiving a port-clearance, 1 have no ( time to add' ihOre,' thtih that' these; 
Instructions will be carried'into eflbct this day, and that I shall further have the) 
honour of addressing your Lordship, by ships shortly about .fo sail for England, 

: ' ‘ I have, See.,' 

; ! (Signed) GEORGE BEST ltOlHNSON. 


No. 80. ' • 

f , • ' / ‘ < l . 1 ’ . > 

Captain Elliot, Second Superintendent, to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

June 6, 1830.) . “ ' ' . 

(Extract.) , .■ Macao, January 25, 1830., 

THE peaceful and conciliatory policy by which the King’s Government appear.- 
to me to desire to maintain and promote the commercial intercourse with'this: 
empire, is not very generally approved amongst the fifty or sixty resident mcr- ; 
chants at Canton ; and a determination to give it effort:, so far as depends upon 
me, is the least popular task I could have proposed to myself. 


No. 81. 

Captain Elliot to the Foreign Office.—(Received July 23, 1836.) 

(Extract.). Macao, March 14, 1836- 

IT had long seemed to me, that the arrival of the new Viceroy at Canton 
would furnish us an occasion for the re-opening of our communications with, the 
provincial authorities, by the only channel which, I am well persuaded, will ever 
open out to us at once, without a very hazardous and a very needless struggle. 
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Being at Canton, and conforming heartily to the spirit of our cautious and 
conciliatory instructions, I see ^very day more reason to believe, that without 
much address upon our parts, and in short, by the mere force of circumstances, 
we should soon come to make ourselves so useful to the native authorities, as to 
lvad them (gradually and silently indeed, but surely) not only to admit, but to 
court direct communication with us. In China, to keep things quiet is the 
best evidence as well as the whole end of successful administration: as soon as 
the Viceroy found out that we were sincere allies with them in that object, he 
would sedulously cultivate our friendliness. 


No. 82. 

Captain Elliot to the Foreign Office.—{Received February 15, 1837.) 

(Extract.) • Macao, July 27, 1836. 

I LEARN from Sir George Robinson, that he has officially trans¬ 
mitted the very remarkable Memorial to the Emperor upon the subject of 
the. legalization of the Opium, or I would have forwarded you a copy by 
this occasion.* You will observe, that (lie Memorial already bears the 
Imperial command to examine and report, which, in their oiHcial system, 
may be said to be a signification of assent. The formal and final orders 
will probably lie here in the course of a month or six weeks. This is a 
great change indeed, but it would be a complete misconception of its 
character to confound a change of means with ain change in the prin¬ 
ciple of their policy. Tjiis as respects the foreigner, may lie pretty 
accurately described to be, first, the minimum amount of foreign social 
intercourse, which shall, be consistent w ith the active pursuit of trade, 
according to their lights of the most advantageous mode of carrying on 
trade; and. decidedly, the most anxious avoidance of any such serious 
difficulties with the foreigners on the spot as might furnish foreign powers 
with a pretext for interference. 

This stroke is aimed at the overthrow of the Lintin and outside trade, 
an<l the limitation of our commercial sphere to Canton and the Hong 
merchants. The extent to which it is successful, must depend mainly 
upon the adherence to the moderate duties and charges proposed in the 
Memorial. These would be about seven dollars per chest, and. under 
present circumstances, the native smuggler cannot land a chest of Opium 
at the nearest depot to Lintin under, at the very least, forty dollars. 
Thus, then, you will perceive, that, if this charge is established and 
faithfully adhered to, no premium can present itself to induce the native 
to smuggle : and, indeed, it should be added, that as soon as the Opium 
may be lawfully introduced at Whampoa, and at Whampoa alone, there is 
no mure reason to believe that tin* smuggler w ill be able to introduce it at 
other points than Canton, than he lias hitherto been able to introduce 
any other articles which may come into Canton, but nowhere else. 
Smuggling there may be at Canton as there is now of all sorts of merchan¬ 
dize to an immense extent, but there will be smuggling no where else than 
at Canton ; that is, always supposing that the charges are kept at the 
moderate rate now proposed, the probabilities of which l cannot, judge < f. 
It has been a confusion of ter pis to call the opium trade a smuggling 


• Tt dors not appear that Sir G('or to lioliinsou eu'r transmitted, these ihlrmnciits 
Foroijpi Office! the only allusion he make* (o the Mhjeet of them is that cont.iii.cd m Li* <L 
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tl-y.de; it was a formally prohibited trade, but there was no part of the 
trade of this country which had the more active support of the local 
authorities. It commenced and has subsisted by means of the hearty 
connivance of the Mandarins, and it could have done neither the one nor 
the other without their constant countenance. In my mind, it is much less 
the Lintin or the coast trade that have produced this striking measure than 
the tea and the tract Missions to the coasts, of last year. These events 
attracted the very anxious notice of the Court itself, and this scheme is the 
result. The Lintin trade, as long as it was quietly pursued, always had 
the countenance of the high Mandarins of this province, and though they 
were naturally unfriendly to its extension to the coast of the neighbouring 
provinces, still they were disposed to stifle complaints to the Court upon 
that subject, in order to stave off searching inquiry into their own affairs 
here. Tracing backwards, no doubt the opium will be found to be the 

f reat primary cause of this change. Hut the immediate cause here, has, 
firmly believe, been the distribution of tracts. The opium ships might 
have continued to visit the coasts with little more than former notice, 
but the books alarmed tlu* Court seriously. 

This Slate Paper is a 'public confession that the Chinese cannot do 
without our opium, and that being the case, the regulation of the 
manner of its introduction in such wise as will render it least mischievous 
to their policy of foreign exclusion, is no* doubt a skilful measure, but 1 
greatly question its efficacy. It has been delayed too long. The officers 
and the people have been accustomed to tlu* feeling that, the Government 
is at once false and feeble. Sooner or later the feeling of independence, 
which the peculiar mode of conducting this branch of the trade has 
created upon the part of our countrymen in China, will lead to grave 
difficulties. A long course of impunity will beget hardihood, and at 
'last some gross insult will be perpetrated, that the Chinese authorities 
will be constrained to resent; they will be terrified and irritated, and will 
probably commit some act of cruel violence that will make any choice 
but armed interference, impossible to our own Government. The imme¬ 
diate cflcct of the legalization of the Opium, will be, I should suppose, to 
stimulate production at Bengal; there is some notion here that it will 
encourage the growth of the poppy in China, and that home-produced, 
opium will thrust our own out of the market; eventually perhaps it may, 
but results of that kind are of slow growth. 


No. 83. 

Captain Elliot to the Foreign Office.—(.Received March 2, 1837.) 

(Extract.) Macao, October 10, 1836. 

WE arc in expectation of soon receiving the final orders from Pekin for 
the legalization of the opium. This is undoubtedly the most remarkable 
ir. casuic which has been taken in respect to the Foreign Trade, since the accession 
of this dynasty, when the ports on the coast were closed, and it had been pre¬ 
faced by a scries of reports to the Emperor, strikingly worthy of attention, i hey 
incline me to believe, that it wants but caution and, steadiness to secure, at no 
very distant date, very important relaxations. 
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No. 84. 

Captain Elliot , CK'ef Superintendent, to Viscount Palmerston.-*(Received 

May 1, 1837.) 

{Extract.) Macao, December 14, 1836. 

BY a ship upon the point of sailing, I have the honour to acknowledge 
your Lordship’s despatch, of June 15 of this year, to my address, accompanying 
despatches from May 28 to June 1.5, to the address of Sir George Robinson. 

In conformity with these Instructions, I have this day assumed the chief 
place in the Commission. And with the expression of my thanks to your 
Lordship, I beg to convey my assurance, that I shall endeavour to justify the 
appointment, by a steady determination faithfully to discharge the duties 
intrusted to me. I apply myself to that purpose with a strong persuasion, that 
a conciliatory disposition to respect the usages, and, above all, to refrain from 
shocking the prejudices of this Government* is the course at once most 
consonant with the magnanimity of the British nation, and with the substantial 
interests at stake, in the maintenance of peaceful commetcial relations with this 
Empire 1 . Being thus impressed, rny Lord, l hope it will be a source neither of 
surprise nor dissatisfaction to you to learn, that I do not propose to protract 
the actual interruption of our pifblic communications, upon the ground that we 
have a right to a direct official communication with the Viceroy. 

I will only add, that the very remarkable movements of this Government 
in respect to the foreign trade actually in agitation, and the critical state of 
uncertainty in which the results still remain, furnish me a strong additional 
motive for desiring to place myself at Canton as soon as possible. 

The manner in which I propose to re-open the communications with the 
Viceroy, as the Select Committee was accustomed to conduct them, shall form 
the subject of an early despatch to your Lordship. 


No. 85. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 1, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, December 30, 1836. 

IN my despatch to your Lordship of the 14th instant, I had the 
honour to state, that t should endeavour to open the communications with the 
provincial authorities forthwith •, and that I should take an early opportunity to 
make known to your Lordship the means by which I hoped to accomplish that 
object. 

I perceived that flic recent arrival of your Lordship’s despatches would 
afford me a favourable pretext for addressing myself to the Governor of the two 
provinces ; and I was mindful that any delay in the communication of my 
appointment, might hereafter be construed into a point of a very suspicious 
nature, extremely difficult of satisfactory explanation : I lost no time, there¬ 
fore, in drafting the accompanying note to his Excellency. 

Another reason, too, had always presented itself to me. in recommendation 
of this prompt application to the Governor. It seemed 'hat a communication 
forwarded on the very recent receipt of Instructions from Ilis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, would of itself be a state of* circumstances well calculated to dispose 
the Governor to lend «i reasonable attention to moderate and unsuspicious 
overtures, respectfully submitted for his Excellency's adoption. 

The translation of this papvr was sealed up and directed in the same form in 
which the Select. Committee of Supracargoes had been accustomed to superscribe 
documents to the Governor’s address. In other words, the superscription 
bore the Chinese character “ Pin,” carrying in our language the signification 
of “ an address from an inferior to a superior.” It was then placed in an 
open envelope to the address of the Senior Hong merchant, and the whole 



inclosure wee ttratjsmittednVitb th*S; appprapauying, confidential • letter to rtfie 
Agents flf }jye^$eet, Indisf Conapsny ,nt Canton,, and totwo membersoftk* 
priocipsdEritieh firpis at that pjaqe^ , v : j... • , . . > ,, ,«t.r • iU 

These gentlemen were selected ,'qs being the most proper, person* throng^ 
whom the first declaration of my appointment and official character might be 
toade, yuth a view to the sufficient jforraal authenticity of the fact.' ■ • ;-o> 
Upon the morning of the 25th instant, l had the ; satisfaction to receive aa 
official communication from, the gentlemen to whom my address had.been 
confided, covering an Edict, from the Governor in reply to it, together witbtt 
note from Howqua. ...... . . ■ . ■■■■■:• 

Your Lordship will observe by the Governor’s Edicts.that he has required 
me to remain at Macao pending instructions from His Imperial .Majesty; and 
further, that his Excellency commands certain officers and Hong merchants tor 
visit me here for the purpose of clearing up some doubts which had presented- 
themselves to his mind, as to the nature of my appointment, and the duties I* 
am to perform. - 

., The opinion I have formed of the tenor of his Excellency’s Edict (which- 
it is material to observe, carefully abstains from all notice of the events in 
1834), is, that the Provincial Government, and probably the Court, would be> 
well content to feel reassured in respect to .the sentiments of His Majesty’s; 
Government upon tliose matters; and 1 have.no doubt there is a disposition to. 
draw to a close the present hazardous interruption of responsible communU 
cation and supervision at Canton. 

1 would in this place take the liberty to remark to your Lordship, that in 
the consideration of Chinese official papers, with a view to the detection of 
their real spirit, it has always seemed to me to be a point of principal moment,, 
to weigh the effect of any distinctly promised course of action, and to attach a 
.very subordinate degree of importance to their mere phraseology. I 
would by no means be supposed to think that I hold the consideration of the 
language to be without use for the due estimation of the intentions or dispo¬ 
sitions of this Government, but I certainly am of opinion that it will always be 
found to be a sounder course steadily to look at the portions material of these 
instruments, and to draw our conclusions from these, than from the manner in 
which it is the custom of these people to dress or to cover up their purposes. 

Testing the Governor’s Edict by this principle, 1 would say that if his 
Excellency had informed me I must abide at Macao, without making a distinct 
specification of.a line of proceeding upon his own part, I should have concluded: 
that it was determined to adhere rigidly to the rule that the Chief must be a- 
trading Chief. But coupled with the declaration, that the Chief ought to be a> 
trading Chief, and that I must remain here for the present, the Governor' 
signifies with great plainness, not only that he knows 1 am not a trading Chief, 
but that he will seek the Imperial sanction to let me proceed to Canton; and' 
in order to leave me in little doubt that this application will be successful, he 
describes the steps he will take when that sanction arrives. This, in my manner, 
of considering the matter, is to acquaint me that it is determined to permit mao 
to repair to CaDton. But at the same time, I conceive that his Excellency's-, 
desire is to be permitted to work out that end in his own fashion; that is 
to say, with due regard to a respectable mode of setting aside difficulties which- 
it is so frequently the consequence of their jealous policy to create for- them¬ 
selves, as well as for others. , >»■ 

This Edict, my Lord, has appeared to me to justify some hope, that a point : 
of no ordinary public moment is susceptible of attainment, namely, the* direct ’ 
Imperial sanction of the official character of a person at Canton, wholly uncon¬ 
nected with trade, and I trust your Lordship will approve of the terms in which . 
1 have replied to tfis Excellency’s Edict with the intention to promote that 
result.. • 

Upon the morning of the 28th,instant, I received a visit from the Hong 
merchants, who had arrived at Macao with the Mandarins dqputed by the 
Governor to seek some further explanation as to the nature bf my office and 
dutits, and upon the other matters noticed in his Excellency’s Edict. These 
persons opened their mission by proposing that I should visit the Mandarins; 
a.course, however, which I declined, upon the ground that 1 had no.particular 
communication to make to them; I remarked at the same tinyc, that thesOt 



officers miistbb.inevery respect- better judges 'tha&tnyself of any necessity 
w&ich existed ngreeably’ tbilheGovd nror’s KdiCt, 'that 1 they should see me; at 
all events, if they were of the mind tl at we ought to meet, I'dould assure them 
tltatritWouldgiwe mpgreat pleasure to havetlie honour of‘Wfceivirtg ithem at 
my house;, if they did not Consider it requisite, I should be glad to suit theft 
convenience, by affording the merchants any verbal explanation in my power 
upon those points which appeared to the Governor to need further explanation. 

■ iRentwed efforts were made in the course of the day to induce me to visit 
theofficers; but I had strong reasons for declining to accede to that proposition ; . 
and I felt much satisfaction, that an obstacle (not of my creation)' had arisen 
tib-prevent ohr meeting. 1 

1 It occurrad to me that there was a possibility the Mandarins might have 
propounded questitins, with respect to the particular ship of war in which I 
dame, and that the replies might have led us back to the consideration of events 
much better kept out of sight. If, upon the other hand, I had declined to answer 
such questions, it was to be apprehended, that my silence might have been 
constructed into arrogant disrespect towards the Governor, and have induced 
inconvenient heats and suspicions. With the • merchants, unembarrassed by 
the presence of the Mandarins, I was aware I stood in a far more favourable 
pdsition.' 1 They would take all imaginable care to shape their questions in 
such wise as would make the avoidance of disagreeable topics no difficult 
matter. . , 

Upon the occasion of this last visit to me on the night of the 28th, the' 
merchants entreated that I would give them something under my own hand to 
show to the Mandarins ; and I then enured the accompanying Memorandum to 
he translated, which I told them, they were at perfect liberty to hand to the 
officers. 

1 They wished me also to sign a 6tring of answers which they had drawn* 
up from my conversation, and from the paper just referred to; but this l refused 
to:do, not that there was any violation of the truth in what they had said, but l 
could not recognise their right to place me on examination on any subject 
whatever. If the Mandarins thought fit to come, 1 remarked, we would 
discourse at large upon any point of question they proposed; but I never 
could consent to set my hand to questions put to me by persons in the situation 
of .the merchants. • 

'When ihey found that this was my resolution, they left me, professing 
that they thought the Mandarins ought to be satisfied with what I had said, 
which I conclude they were, as 1 learnt that the whole deputation departed the 
next- day (the 29th' instant) to return to Canton, and report to the 
Governor. 

/. T delivered-to the merchants my reply to his Excellency’s Edict. (See 
Ihclosure No. 7.) 

i-.ii It is proper to state to your Lordship, that l took occasion to tell the 
merchants in strong terms, for communication to the authorities, that 1 could 
not undertake, upon the part of His Majesty’s Government, the least share of 
responsibility, for the adjustment of any disputes or difficulties which might 
arise at Canton, pending my protracted absence from that place, in conformity 
with the Governor’s desire. 

His .Excellency, in his wisdom and sense of justice, would admit, that it 
was fit I should be placed in a situation to prevent and controul before I could ’ 
bb called upon to manage and adjust. This was an argument very congenial to 
the mo^e of general reasoning in this country upon all points of responsibility ; 
and they assured me that it should be earnestly pressed upon the Gover¬ 
nor’s attention. 

: In this early stage of my corresporidence with your Lordship’s department, 

I would presume to observe, that I am not prone to attach easy credit to what 
I;'hear in respect to the temper and the views of the high native authorities. 
Butupon this pccasion, I certainly have a belief in the general rumour, that my 
approaches have been acceptable to the Governor, both in point of manner, 
and mattery.-. V • 

,.>• The trlhsWtidn of my first note was-executed with all the care that the 
Interpreters could give to it. And it is said by the Chinese to have drawn 
from hi* Exceljency unequivocal marks of satisfaction. 
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I have to express ray great obligations to Messrs. Astell and Clarke, for the 
zealous and very judicious manner in which they assisted me in the delicate task 
1 felt myself called upon to impose on them ; and I am also indebted to Messrs. 
Jardind and Dent, for their prompt concurrence in that transaction. 

1 have thus, my Lord, once more opened the communications with this 
Government; and l sincerely trust your Lordship will see no reason to disap¬ 
prove of my motives, or of the manner of my proceeding. I have acted under 
a strong persuasion, that all hope of peacefully carrying the point of direct 
official intercourse was futile; that the actual condition of circumstances 
was hazardous; that the Instructions in my hand do not,warrant the assump¬ 
tion, that 1 have any high political or representative character; and, finally, 
that the course itself which I have pursued is neither derogatory to the 
national honour, nor at variance with sound principles of public propriety and 
utility. 

I shall venture to trouble your Lordship by an early occasion, with a few 
ideas as to the mode by which, in my opinion, it would be judicious to preface 
and accompany an attempt to c arry tbe point of direct official communication 
not only to the Governor, *but from the Governor, whenever it shall 
appear that sufficiently urgent public grounds exist for achieving such a 
concess>on. 

Your Lordship will hear with satisfaction, that the trade at Canton is 
proceeding in trancjuillity. , 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Senior Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 85. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Macao , December 14, 1836. 

THE Undersigned has the honour most respectfully to announce to his 
Excellency the Governor of the two l*ro'inees, that he has this day received 
despatches from the English Government, appointing him to the station of 
Chief English Authority in China. 

In the actual condition of circumstances, with no English authority at 
Canton, and with great numbers of English ships in tbe river, having on board 
many hundreds of sea-faring persons, and others little acquainted with the laws 
and customs of this empire, the Undersigned believes his Excellency will be of 
opinion, that he should be permitted to repair to Canton, with as little delay as 
possible, for the purpose of fulfilling the dut ei confided to his management. 

The Undersigned has, therefore, the honour to request, that his Excellency 
will be pleased to issue orders to furnish him a passport to proceed to the 
Provincial City. 

In using* his most earnest efforts to maintain and promote the good 
understanding which has so long and so happily subsisted between this ancient 
and great empire and his own distant country, the Undersigned can assure his 
Excellency, that he is only conforming to the strong instructions of 1 his own 
Government. 

The Undersigned hopes he may permit himself to observe, in this place, 
that no task could be more agrceahlo to his own disposition, than the duty of 
diligently seconding these wise objects, by the sincerest personal desire to con¬ 
ciliate the good will of his Excellency. 

The Undersigned has once more to offer Jiis Excellency the sentiments of 
/.his most profound respect, and will conclude with the expression of an ardent 
hope, that his Excellency’s administration of these provutpesmaybe long and 
prosperous. ' 

1 (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Senior Superintendent. 
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Inclogure 2 in No. 86, • 

• ► ,, 

** 

Captain Elliot to Hou/qua, Senior Hong Merchant. 

. • 

December 15, 1836. 

ELLIOT, Director of Affairs of the English Nation, presents his com¬ 
pliments to Howqua, and requests him to present for him the accompanying 
address io his Excellency the Governor. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 85. 

Captain Elliot to Messrs. Astcll, Clarke, Jurdine, and Dent. 

Gentlemen, Macao, December 16, 1836 

1 TAKE the liberty to confide to your care a communication to his 
Excellency the Governor of the two provinces-of Kwangtung and Kwangse, 
under an envelope to the Senior Hong Merchant. 

The purpose of this address is to announce to his Excellency my appoint¬ 
ment, by His Majesty’s Government, to the station of Chief British Authority 
in China, and to request that a # passport may be furnished to me to repair to 
Canton 

I would thank you, as soon as it may suit your convenience, to arrange a 
meeting with the Senior Hong Merchant, and, after stating in a general term 
the circumstance of my nomination, and the nature of this address, I will beg 
you to deliver it to him, with a request, that no time may be lost in placing it in 
his Excellency’s hands. It would, perhaps, be desirable to remark incidentally,, 
that I shall remain at Macao pending the expression of his Excellency’s 
pleasure. 

1 offer you no apology for the task I am imposing upon you, because I am 
persuaded it will afford you great satisfaction to lend me your best assistance on 
this and all other occasions involving the furtherance of the public service. 

Several considerations dispose me to ask, that this letter may be deemed 
confidential for the present. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Senior Superintendent. 

P.S. I will beg you to do me the favour to signify to Howqua, that four 
gentlemen, belonging to this establishment, would accompany me to Canton. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 85. 

Messrs. Astcll, Clarke, Jardine, and Dent, to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Canton, December 23, 1836. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your confidential 
communication of the 16th instant, inclosing an address to his Excellency 
the Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, requesting us to deliver the 
same to the Senior Hong merchant for presentation. 

In conformity with your wishes, we forthwith requested the 
attendance of the Senior Hong merchant, Howqua, and formally placed in 
his hands your communication. He inquired tne nature of your appoint¬ 
ment, to which wc answered in brief and general terms; he then took his 
leave for the purpose of proceeding immediately into the city. 

In the course of tnat day, we received a visit from Howqua and 
Mowqua, requesting information regarding one or two expressions in 
your address: we explained the matter as far as we were able, and in a 
manner apparently satisfactory to the merchants. 



* 4 * 

The 21at and 22nd instants pesiedwithout any interview. 

This morning we haye^^ed'*. reply to your communication^ 
delivered in person by Howqus, which we'have now the honour to trans¬ 
mit to yon. 

In conclusion, we beg to assure you, that we shall at all times 
consider it our duty to use our best exertions in the furtherance of the 
public service. 

We havs, &c., 

(Signed) J. H. ASTELL, 

H. M. CLARKE, 
Agent* to the Honourable 
Hast. India Company. 

W. JARDINE. 
LAUCT. DENT. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 86. 

# 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

December 22, 1836. 

TANG, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c., hereby issues 
orders to investigate certain matters. 

I received, on the 13th day of the ltth month in the 16th year of 
Taoukwang (20th December), a petition forwarded from Macao by the 
English foreigner, Elliot, of the following tenor: 

, [The address of December 14, is here inserted.]! 

On the receipt of the above, I made examination, and Gnd that since 
the English nation has had commercial intercourse here, it has, hitherto, 
established a Company, and appointed a Chief, Second, Third, and Fourth 
Supracargoes to come to Canton, and manage the trade. The foreign 
ships of the Company successively reached Canton on the 7th and bth 
months of every year; and their cargoes having been changed, left the 
port and returned home in the course of the 12th, month, and of the. 
list and 2nd months of the following year. AfteV' the departure of all the 
foreign Company’s ships out of the'“port, the Chief Supracargo of the 
Company, and all the foreign merchants of the said nation, requested 
permits to proceed to Macao and reside there. Then in the 7th and 8th 
months, when the merchant ships of the said nation again reached Canton, 
the Chief Supracargo and the others, requested permits to repair again to 
the provincial city, to transact the affairs of trade. This, the former mode 
of practice, continued for a long period to be the unvarying rule. 

Not long since, in consequence of the dissolution of the Company, 
and the non-arrival of the Chief Supracargo, owing to which a man was 
wanting to take the general direction of these affair-, my predecessor in 
this Government addressed a memorial to the throne, and received the 
following Imperial Edict, that he should immediately command the Hong 
merchants to direct the private merchants to send home a letter, calling 
for the re-appointment of a Chief Supracargo, to rephir hitherto super¬ 
intend the affairs of commerce, in order that the old ordinances might 
be complied with. Respect this! In respectful obedience heretfe, my 
^predecessor issued directions, and also commanded that a barbarian 
mye [or headman] should not be again sent, This is on record. . 

Now, the said foreigner, Elliot, having addressed to me the above- 
cited information, it is doubtless my duty to report .the same to the throne, 
for instructions how to act. But in the petition, I observe, that the said 
foreigner designates himself “an officer.,fr<m> afpr,” which ^appears like 
■' the designation of a foreign Eye, and is not at all that Of a*Cnief Supra- 
c£rgo. This being wholly inconsistent with the ftijnga 

were heretofore conducted, and the following points not '^av inef been at 
all distinctly stated by him, it becomes highly important to ipauire, before 
acting, whether, ip consequence of the dissolution of the^saw^ompiijv 
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,h«2£&«*>. .1* {£ 

,&d^d*nn*i©H*hws' (made 'tffKSc the 

«idhl^ig®er.wrt^liyifo^ ^&# 4 'WAtSpri'? Whether • 

his object in coming to Canton is in truth merely to controu! the- several 
ipnetSuifecteit. irfferdhatitfs ;?«(W iMi£ hf'ttel?' stf hibU Hri&fe&ci 'eofiuftbcial 
fe^i'hes»?<'i.aTOHJai^ly? i ^’h»thW^a.4k , ^aifcht?s whie If lid;l&jtftes' that he h'afe 
receivi 



trate c£4l^ttMtrktt'¥ang-shait£??rxt4vl also the Sub-I’refect stationed at 
Maca&./faikfdid .Maoistrad 1 of the district Hcang-shan. 1, furthermore,' 
jfUo&totbi&bttiftnd ft*' tik< senior merchants, requiring- them on receipt 
1 10 regjiy'ins >sl<join"'is’'>-pAssiI>1 (■ to take their departure; and, in instant 
obedienii'Jhdriiifcbf-td^roceed speedily to Macao, that in the suite of my 
deputy.V-UHfl ft&WfoMocal territorial officers above-named, tlicv may 
investigate these particulars, viz.;—What ollice the said foreigner. F.llioi, 
now holds from tsbr" , *iTid^utimH^^ would come to 



King? 


Wlic;t.!^t;ih«.'jtAK^m^^il#«-tdr^aint^ ii^nd<whafc\is&&Kb number of 
indhiduals in his suite? On all these points the real facts must be 
s|»epdily<pHi46<.[jH«f5i\vn] to me, that l may examine and deei<lc accordingly. 
If, on examination, not <wert purpose yippear^ then, let■ ppders be 


ifihyori And a'S' soon his f 'shalf^ leapp f Iis t Ali^jestvh o 
pleasure, 1 will then add rests a cinnihiihiyatiqn to tfie ; Superintendent of 
Maritime Customs, calling on him to grant a passport for the said foreigner 
to come pp to Canton, and over-see masters. . When he thus conics up,* 
hb must comply with the old regulations, having a Residence at Canton 
and another at Macao, ayd, coming and going at (he regular seasons. 
This is a law and ordinance of (lie'Celestial Empire. ' Tlie phraseology 
and subject-matter of the said foreigner's address ape reierential and 
submissive. It scorns th.-fi he understands matters, and he will, therefore, 
dbubtless be implicitly obedient in all things- '.During the residence of 


the said foreigner, for Kih, present, at Macao, the local ofliceis should stilt 
keep a diligent and 1‘aitlmiT Watch oh him, day and night : and the\ must 
not allow the said foreigner to presume to leave Macao a single step, or 
to hold any communication or intercourse with people unconcerned. This 
is of the utmost importance. With trembling anxiety obey this, and 
oppose it not. A special ordei\ 

Taoukwang-, Kith year, 11th month, 15th day (22nd December, 1836.) 


• Inclosurc 6 in I^o. 85. 

The Hong Merchants to Captain Elliot. 

December 23, 1836. 

A RESPECTFUL communication. The other day we received the 
Petition which you sent for delivery to his Excellency the Governor. 
We immediately presented it, and have now received a public reply, of 
which, as is our duty, we transmit a copy, hoping. Sir, that you will 
examine and act accordingly. This is our prayer. 

Signed by thirteen Hong merchants. 



146 : 


lridosijfe *7 in No. 85/ 

' Captain Elliot to tj^ Governor of Canton. 

Macao, December 88,1836. 


THE Undersigned has the honour respectfully to inform his Excel¬ 
lency the Governor, that he will continue to reside at Macao, pending the 
signification of His Imperial Majesty’s gracious pleasure, .that he. should 
be received at Canton for the due performance of his duties. 

The perfect fitness of this course, the Undersigned presumes to 
observe, is very apparent to him. In the mean time, it has been a source 
of great satisfaction to the Undersigned, to afford the honourable officers, 
deputed by his Excellency, all the explanation required as to the nature 
of his duties, and the other points adverted to in his Excellency’s 
Edict. * . . 1 b 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion to offer his'Excel- 
leuCy the renewed expressions of his highest, respect. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Senior Superintendent. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 85. 

Captain Elliot to the Hong Merchants. 

Macao, December 28, 1836. 

IN the conversation I had with the Hong merchants this morning, I 
took occasion to explain to them very fully all points connected with my 
arrival, and the nature of my public occupations since l have resided 
here. 

If my name has been improperly reported, it must be owing to some 
mistake of the pilots. * 

My Commission of authority is signed by my Gracious Sovereign; 
but my despatches lately received, as to the performance of my duties, are 
signed by His Majesty's Minister. ’ 

My duty at Canton will be, to conduct the public business of my 
nation,'and by all possible means to preserve the peace which so happily 
subsists between the two countries. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Senior Superintendent. 


No. 86, 

. 6aptain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 1, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, December 31, 1836. 

I IIAVEAhe honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatchofjthe 
28th May, to the address of Sir George Robinson. :>■ 

In conformity with those Instructions, the accompanying Notice has this 
, day been issued; and it is necessary that I should explain to your Lord&hip the 
reasons which induced me to take the liberty of inserting thejas.fi * paragraph in 
this. Instrument, . ■>. ■ •~ 'yffirr;*. '.'.‘X'-’y ! •' • 

The despatches of my predecessor will have announced tbat the Governor 
of Macao lias always refused to reply to our public communications, upon the % 
ground that be has never been instructed by his own G^^imtent, tp lfecbgniset 
official station here. ■ ■ rt 


TIB m any 


If, therefore, this Notice, dated''at Macao, wer$' pM , tT 
ptevious understanding with his Excellency,,! .felt 
*%awni from, him some strong public ^epial of a Ejgl||iSifoii our 



any manner of authority ,under Thetmm^ at Macao. The Very con- 

iudierihl0’''degree^of : public. incdnvMenee wbicb’ ; woMd -bay? attended such a 
course upon his; Excellency’s pari, ne.ed.«nly be hiention^Jfft be appreciated. 

It is not my province to judge whether the arguments upon \\hich hi3 
Excellency has founded his refusal to communicate officially with us, are 
perfectly sound. But I certainly did feel it was my duty’Co take all possible 
pains to carry your 'Lordship's highly necessary instructions upon the subject 
before me into efficacious, as well as immediate operation; and it was easy to 
set aside the first difficulty which would have arisen, if I had addressed him in 
writing, by the adoption of the course of personal communication. 

In the commencement of our conference, his Excellency was still disposed 
to insist that the absence of instructions from his Government would make 
• it incumbent upon him in a public manner, to deny our right to exercise public 
functions in Instruments dated at Macao. I explained to him, that the sole 
object-of the present extension of our powers, was to give to our acts dated 
from this place, the same authority which they hitherto had, being dated within 
the limits of the Port of Canton; and in order to satisfy him that there was no 
wish upon our parts to exercise any independent authority in Macao itself, orin 
the anchorages subject to it, which might interfere with the just rights of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty, I proposed to insert the last paragraph. 

After some time, I had the satisfaction to convince his Excellency that this 
was sufficient, and lie then gave me his assurance that he would in no way 
interpose to disturb the state of tkings which the Notice announced. 

Although l felt it expedient for the reasons I have now given, to make a 
declaration, that no acts done by us at Macao, are to be taken to be in prejudice 
of the just rights, authority, and sovereignty of Her Most Faithful Majesty, E 
can by means undertake to define to your Lordship the nature or the extent of 
those rights, or of that authority. 

It were certainly to be wished that the first were better understood by thfe 
foreign strangers in the settlement, and as respects the Chinese, that the last 
were more consistently asserted, and more effectually supported, 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


\v Jnclosure in No. 86. 
PUBLIC NOTICE. 


PURSUANT to instructions from the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State'for Foreign Affairs, dated in London, on the twenty-eighth day of May, 
in the year of our Lord, One thpusand eight hundred and thirty-six, Public 
Notice is. hereby given, that from the date of this notification, the powers of 
v thc Superintendents of the Trade of British subjects in China, over British 
subjects and ships, are extended so as to include Lintin and Macao. 

And the authority Of the Superintendents over British subjects and ships, 
is to be considered to extend to Macao, and to he of equal force and validity, 
being exercised within these extended limits, as it has hitherto been within the 
limits of the Port of Canton. 

All this, without prejudice to the just rights, authorities,.and sovereignty 
of the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty the Queen*of Portugal, at 
Macao and the anchorages thereto subject. 

Given under our hands and Seal of Office, at Macao, in China, this thirty* 
■ first day of December, in the year of our Lord, One thousand eight 
^-hundred and thirty-six. • 

“ '' (L; S.) (Signed) CHARLES BLLTOT, 

It. A. JOHNSTON, 
Superintendents of the 
British subjects 


Trade cf 
n China. 
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No. 87. 

{ . 'S «• ' ' 'i* . '* 

Captain Elliot to ViscovAt.Palmerston.—(.Received June 1, 1837.) 

<■ . ....... *■ 

(Extract;) Macao, January 12, 183H. 

, IN respect to the Chinese character “ Pin," upon the address of the 
communications to the Governor from persons in my station, l take the 
liberty to forward to your Lordship the accompanying Memorandum by 
Mr. Morrison, the Interpreter to this Commission. . 

ft will be observed, that it is the identical, character used by officers 
of the Chinese Government in their reports to superior officers. And 
having regard to the radical character under which it is clashed, (Shee, to 
admonish, enjoin, or produce,) perhaps it may be rather thought to mean 
the respectful exhibition of information, than a distinct signification of 
the ideas, involved in our word “Petition.” , : 


Inclosure in Nq. 87. 

Memorandum by Mr: Morrison. 

. Macao, January 13, 1837. 

IN reference to your inquiry respecting the style in which the 
subordinate officers of the Chinese Government address the chief provin¬ 
cial authorities, and the signification of the terms by which their mutual 
addresses are distinguished, 1 hasten briefly to reply. 

All officers holding subordinate jurisdiction, who arc below the third 
rank, (of whom tiie jiighest may be regarded as corresponding in station to 
the prefects and sub-prefects of departments in France,) when addressing 
the chief authorities of the province, make use of the word “ Pin," and 
they receive from the same authorities, documeifts denominated “ Yu." 
The signification of these words l subjoin, as extracted from the Chinese 
Dictionary of Dr. Morrison [Part IT. Yol. L page 671]. 

“ ‘ Pin.' commonly used to denote a dear statement of any affair 
made to a superior. Pin, is to state to a superior, whether verbally, or by 
writing, whether petitioning something, or to give information of; whether 
from the people to an officer of,Government, or from an inferior officer to 
a superior several degrees higher. * * * Commands are called ‘ Yu,' 
which word is used by superiors in the Government to express their 
orders, given to inferiors, or to the people.” 

These are the words which have always becy used by foreigners in 
their correspondence with the Government; and “Pin” is the word 
which the Governor, in 1834, required Lord Napier to make use of. . < ;,> 

As the ranks of officers approach more closely together, several other- 
terms are used, marking either equality or minute grades Qf difference. 
My notes in regard to these are at Canton, and consequently I am unable 
at present to refer to them. - ,v 

*’• ; '' ' J. Robt.'Morrison/-/?. 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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No.' Rft. 

VistouM Palmet stoh' lo Captain 'Ettioti v 

* * w 

Extract.) '' ‘ • Foragt Office, June 12, IP,37. 

I HAVE received your despatch of December 30, 1830, detailing the 
particulars of a comitmuitatioii into which you had thought proper to enter 
with the authorities of the Chinese Government tit Canton, through the Ifong 
merchants; and 1 have also received your despatch of January 12, 1837,. 
in which you state the course which you intended to pursue until the airival of 
further instructions from this Department. 

I have now to desire that, ‘upon the receipt of tilts despatch, you will 
forthwith infoini the Hong merchants and flu- Viceroy that IIis Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment cannot permit that you, an officer of Ills Majesty, should hold 
communication! with an officer of the Emperor of China, through the 
intervention of private and irresponsible individuals You will, tbeiefore, 
request that any communications which the Governor may have to make 
to you in fntiuc, may be gent to you direct; and that the Governor 
will consent to loccive directly fiom you any communications on public 
affairs which the interests of the two Governments may lequire you to make 
to him. You will also explain, that if in future your written communi¬ 
cations should not he endorsed jvith the character winch is usually adopted by 
subordinate officers in (’liina, when addressing repicsentations to superior Chinese 
Authoutics. this alteration will not arise fiom any tv ant of respect on your part 
towards the Governor, but will simply be the result of the established usages of 
England, which do not admit that an officer commissioned by the King of 
England should so addiess an officer commissioned by any other Soveieign. 


No 8!) 

Captain Elliot to Fiscounl Palmerston.—(Received July 17,1837.) 

My Lord, ■ Macao. January 27, 183Y_ 

THE Jnclosure No. 1, which I have now the honour to transmit, is, an 
Edict from his Excellency the Governor of the Two Provinces. sent to Coe 
to-day, in acknowledgment of my note of December 28, 1836, already 
forwarded to your Lordship,—Inelosure No. 7 of my despatch of December 
30, 1836. 

I have at the same time been fortunate enough to procure, through a 

E rivato native ehumiel, a copy of his Excellency’s memorial to the 
mperot\ upon this subject. 

It is in every respect, my Lord, a remarkable paper, 
llis Excellency plainly signifies that he is sensible the formal admis¬ 
sion of aft officer is a novel principle, but he nevertheless urges its adop¬ 
tion, upon the ground that it is needful to waive something in point of 
form and ancient custom, for the sake of preserving a state of peaceful 
order at Canton. 

.The alhi^ion to what has,been collected at Macao by the deputation, 
in respect to my general dispositions, is a significant proof that both the 
court and the provincial authorities, have far less indifferent feelings to 
the great convenience of * maintaining a good understanding with His 
Majesty’s Government, than it is ordinarily their vain-glorious assumption 
to affect in those public papers ‘which are intended for the eyes of 
foreigners. * 1 ’ 

The Governor wrquld haydly have adverted to such a point in a report 
to th^lhnpwQiv unless it, had been felt that it was a consideration 
calthria teg&tp hay,e .weight with His Imperial Majesty. 
'4^%$®^|p ,i T'Oraahip may assure yourself that the Imperial plea- 
a passpojpfc will soon be. announced. ■ And whpa I «un 
hB®hfa.'ih#^tSOvincial Ciwy', oAder such a sanction, I have a atwjng hopp 



. i*n 

th'**' ^ *■ 

• *v ’,i ,<*- : 

that by steadily taking advantage/ofvfavourable opportunities, I shall find 
no insuperable difficulty' in.carr#i6g"4he"point of direct Official intercourse,. 
without the interventionof the.Hong merchants. 

In the transmission of ou* : paper& to the Governor, the Hong mer-2 
chants indeed,’are already merely^ messengers, for they unquestionably 
convey the papers to his Excellency’s hands, sealed up. But in the pas¬ 
sage of papers from the Governor to us, in a. sealed shape, or at least 
through a respectable officer of the Government, there remains a substan- 
tial point to be gained. 

Your Lordship may rely upon my best efforts to obtain this con¬ 
cession ; and l hope 1 shall be excused} for repeating in this place, that 
the actual turn of circumstances appears to render it easier of accom¬ 
plishment than it has ever yet been. ’ 

This and all other advantages susceptible of quiet acquisition, seem 
to me to be less likely of accomplishment by direct applications for relax¬ 
ation, than by placing ourselves unobtrusively in a situation which .shall 
induce approaches from the Chinese authorities. The moment may be 
at hand when it will be in my power lo signify to his Excellency the 
Governor, at a great advantage, and in the must deferential terms, that l 
should be glad to interpose in any particular task he may desire to put 
upon me, but that it is a business of great moment, and that 1 could not 
venture to do so except his Excellency’s pleasure were either addressed 
directly to me in a sealed shape, or through.some responsible officer of the 
Government. 

The unsuspicious form and conciliatory terms in which 1 have 
approached the Governor, will, 1 am strongly disposed to think, soon draw 
his Excellency towards me. 

There are many causes at work which must form the subject of early 
despatches to your Lordship that may lead to that state of circumstances. 

I have &c\, 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Incjos.cuye' 1 in No. 89. 
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Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants . 


f r January 24, 183V. 

T ^a 1SG, Governor of the provinces Kwangtungand Kwangse, &c„ &c., 
ianel this order to the Ilong merchants, requiring their accurate ao- 

lua, qfJJ C foJrigncr lt: Elliot, English director of affairs, has presented an 

^[flerc 8 flows' Captain Elliot’s address of December 28, promising to 

remanent ^^^ bef6r(? me j have looked at the.subject, and find, that 
this foreigner having before presented an address to me, I immediately 
sent a deputy, and commanded him and the military and cml officers of- 
the district, and the Hong merchants, to examine him faithfully and report 
tome. They have now examined and reported; and I, the Governor, 
have accordingly announced the facts to His Majesty. ^ When I receive 
information that it is the gracious pleasure of the Great Empproy to auOvr 
his admission, I will then forward a communication to the Superintendent 
Maritime Customs, that he may grant a passport for ftu» to CQpxe to 
Canton, to take the direction of affairs,. . , V; 

I forthwith make this known to you. On this order reaching the 
senior' merchants, let them transmit directions to the said foreigner to act 

mh da 

, . Translated.from the Chinea^^^ii - 

(Signed) J. Robt. Moaai “ 

•■'fit 
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Extract of a Memorial from the Governor of Canton to the Emjteror, 
4 asking permission toaUow Captain Elliot to reside at Canton. 

• ' * . • % i • K ‘ 

• ‘ - ‘ * • ■'» » 

SINCE it was first permitted to the various nations of foreigners, 
without the . Empire’s palp, to have commercial intercourse with Canton, 
the English trade has always been the largest.. Heretofore the direction 
of that nation’s trade was in the hands, of a Company, by which. Chief,. 
Second, Third, and Fourth Supracargoes were appointed to reside in 
Canton. All the Company’s, foreign vessels successively reached China 
during the 7th and 8th months of every year; and having exchanged 
their commodities, left the port during the course of the 12th month, and 
of the 1st and 2nd months of the following year. Having all left, the 
Supracatrgoes forthwith requested passports to proceed to Macao, and 
resided'there until the return of their foreign vessels in the 7th and 8th 
months, when they again requested passports to come to Canton to transact 
their affairs This is the way in which formerly, and for a long time 
post, these affairs were regulated. 

At a later period, tne Company having been dissolved, no Chief 
Supracargo was sent; and another person was directed to take the 
controul of affairs*. Your Majesty’s Minister, Loo, then the Governor, 
having represented this, received your Majesty’s commands, “immediately 
to direct the Houg merchants, to desire the said private merchants to 
send a letter home to their country, calling for the renewed appointment 
of a Chief Supracargo who should come to Canton to direct commercial 
affairs, and thus should conform to the old enactments; Respect this." 
In respectful obedience hereto, directions were given, as is on record. 

Now in the 11th month of the present year. I, your Majesty’s 
Minister, have received from an English foreigner, Elliot, an address 
forwarded from Macao, to this effect:—“ 1 have received despatches from 
my Government, specially appointing me to conic to Canton, for the 
general controul of the ’merchants and seamen of my nation. Under 
present circumstances, there being very many ships in the port, and the 
merchants and seamen ’at Canton and Whampoa being very numerous, 
and many of them little acquainted with the laws of the Celestial Empire, 
I am apprehensive lest any difficulties should arise; and 1 intreat, 
therefore, permission to proceed to Canton for the direction of affairs.” 

Observing that this foreigner, in his address, calls himself an officer, 
which appears to be the designation of a barbarian head-man, and not at 
all of a Chief Supracargo; and that he does not plainly state in liis address, 
what rankhe now holds from his own nation ; whether the purpose of his 
coming is pimply to apply himself to the controul of the merchants and 
seamen, or .whether he is also to transact commercial business, and 
whether he has credentials from his Government or not, I immediately- 
sent a deputy, to Macap, whom I directed to proceed thither with speed, 
to take vvith him Hong merchants ; and, in conjunction with the local, 
civil, and military officers, .to ascertain fully the truth on all these points. 
This having been done, the deputy arid the others reported to me in 
the following terms “ In obedience, to the orders we received, we took 
with ug the facing merchants, and questioned the foreigner, Elliot, on each 
^inti'distiric^y. His information’vvas that he, Elliot, was an English 
officer:.of thc ? ^urth, grade;., that in the autumn of the 14th year of: 
Taoukwang, he came to China in a cruiser, as was at the time reported by. 
the pilots; that^hehad remained two years in Macao, his business being 


ifigp. the papers qjf English merchant vessels ; that now, the Company. 
t :^ayjng been,re-ij$tgblished, and there , being no Chief Supracargo, he 

through a letter from a great Minister 




of the first’rank* informing him that he is appointed to controul the 
merchants and seamen,—not . to cotitronl commerce; that lie has creden¬ 
tials. commanding him to hold tnfe direction of affairs at Canton; and 
that in dh.se of-any disturbances, he alone is answerable. We also learned 
that tho'foieigner, Klli6t,’jhas' , d)r(}U^tit WittihifnaWife and'•a t l Hfr<T, J and a 
retinue of four persons,, On inquiry, we found that the foreign barbarian^ 
at Macao, and the foreign merchants of his nation, all represented 'TSllibfr 
as a very quiet and peaCcable uum, and- as h&vhifj no ulterior object to 
effect.” * - «■ • ‘ 

. This report having come before rnej: iBnd that sii\eb the dissolution'of- 
the English Company, a Chief Kupracargo has not come hither ; that 1 of’ 
late, the; ships'papers of Joreign merchants 'returning! homer.have i>een 
signed by this .foreigner, who has .resided at JM itcao' lor ‘the podpostCand is * 
represented to have quietly attended to4)Ls duty;'and tlrat at this present- 
time, ships are constantly; and uninterruptedly arriving, and the merchants 
and -seamen are indeed very numerous. It would; Ire wdi,'pmnp jJtfV “to • 
relax the ummportant roat.raints in order to jjrescrve pcaee and quiet.”' 
Now this foreigner liaving received credentials from his country, appoint-- 
iug-him to the general; eon tronl of merchants and seamen : though he is£ not 
precisely the same as the Chief bupnioargo hitherta'appoiutud,- yet Iho tlif- 
fereirce.js but in name;ffor in reality! ho'is the;same;-,- And, after all, he is 
a ..foreigner, to hold the reins of foreigners ;* and if not allowed to interfere 
in aught else, it would seem that an alteration may be admitted; and that-' 
hfS may lie, permitted. to, cOmc to Canton .and direct'affairs, afccording to 
the same regulations under which the.Chief SupVaeargoos have hitherto 
acted. I have, for,, the- presents commanded the.: said foreigner to remain 
temporarily at Macao, waiting-until I shall have announced the facts to 
your Majesty. -If yotir Majesty « :gracious assent be vouchsafed, I will 
then write to the,Superintendent of; Maritime Customs to grant a passport 
for his admission to Canton. Thereafter,, he shall be required to change 
his residence from, C-anton to Macao and. back again, according to the 
season, just as under the. former regulations; afid he shall not he allowed: 
to overpass the time* and. linger, about at . the -capital, so as gradually to 
effect a settlement here. 1 will besides .command the local, civil, and mili¬ 
tary officers, and the Hong merchants, from time to time, truly? to watch 
and examine his conduct,,and if .ha exceeds his duty, and a'ets foolishly,: 
or,,forms connexions with traitorousChinese,.with a,view to twist the’laws- 
to serve private interests,, he shall, be immediately driven forth,-and sent 
back to bis country. Thus will the source ofiany illegalities! be cldsed up, :> 
It ip my. duty to lay..this,before your Majesty,.that the correctness or 
incorrectness of 'mv views may be determined ; and fortius purpose I sub-' 
join, to my mcmoruyl .these .remarks. ’. Prostraterrimploieing ypur sacred 
Majesty to grant meinstruetious,; - 1 •««-» ' 

A respectful memorial. 

.. . « i: {Withputdate.] ... .. ... . ........ 

Translated frofn tho'Chinese. 

(Signed). ;J» B-OriT.;-MoBHiso»y f 

a> ><.»? -ntf Interpreter^ 
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No. 90. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 17, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, February 2, 1837. 

I HAVE now the honour to transmit to your Lordship as remarkable a 
aeries of papers as has ever yet emanated from the Government of this country- 
in respect to the foreign trade. They are arranged in the order in which they 
came into our hands. 

Vague reports had reached the factories several months before the Memo¬ 
rial of Heu-Nactse, No. 1, fell into our possession, to the effect that the Court 
was seriously contemplating the legalization of the opium trade. Little credit, 
however, was attached to these rumours. But I confess I was one amongst the 
very few persons who thought they were well founded ; and notwithstanding all 
the actual degree of rigorous prohibition, I am still of opinion that, the legal 
admission of the opium may be looked for. 

The first paper I ever saw which led me to reason that such a measure 
had been entertained at Peking, is a striking Memorial from the late Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor of these Provinces to the Emperor. It is without' 
date, but it came into the pos^ssiou of the foreigners so remotely as the 
year 1832. 

In this document there is a forecast of the scheme of legalization; and it 
is difficult to believe that the high officers of such a Government as this, would 
have ventured to shadow it forth, even in far more obscure terms than these, if 
they had not been sensible that there was already a powerful party in favour of 
the measure. This hint drew down upon their Excellencies, indeed, the formal- 
censure of His Imperial Majesty, but still the idea will present itself that the 
policy must have had its influential advocates, even at that distant date. •'* We, 
your Ministers,” say the memorialists, “after humble consideration, are of 
opinion that opium having become prevalent in the country, vagabonds who 
smoke it to the injury of their lives and of their constitutions, do so entirely 
from their own stupidity, and refusal to he aroused, and are therefore unworthy 
of regret. But the loss ofi wealth, and waste of treasure, arc exceedingly great, 
and the evil suffered is not indeed light. If at this time it were suffered to be 
brought in and publicly used, with legal permission, as a medicine, this would 
prevent the foreigners from raising the price to an enormous height. Thus also 
might a silent impediment” (probably the encouragement of native growth may 
be here implied,) “ Ik: placed in the way of their avaricious plans and large 
profits.” 

At this point, the memorialists inquire with an abruptness which might 
iuduce some impression that it was their purpose to recommend increased 
vigour in the prohibition system, 

“Still, then, would # not this be a sudden acquiescence in, and give 
unlimited license to, the evil?” 

But this reflection, on the contrary, is the preface to a strong and faithful 
picture of the mischief, ; and the hopelessness of all proceedings of that kind. 
The forts might he strengthened, additional forces stationed at the passes ; the 
traffic, they observe, would but remove to other places ; and what would be the 
effect of ^he renewed vigilance of the Government? Only “ to open a way to 
piratical banditti to assume the appeurancc of Government runners, in order to 
stop and clandestinely search boats. In Canton Province of late years,” con¬ 
tinue the memorialists, “ the plunderers of trading boats on the coasts and 
rivers, and the plunderers of travelling merchants on land, who have, under the 
pretence of searching for Opium, wantonly troubled others, and involved them 
in the prevalent illegality, are more than can be told. And the quantities of 
opium dirt which civil and military officers have at various times been sent to 
burn and destroy are incalculable. Yet, after all, vtc do not know in whatk 
respect the lUdgality has been repressed.” 

But, my Lord, vast as the mischief of this system must have grown to be, 
a system of most extensive hw-brbaking, carried on under the sanction of the 
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Emperor, and with the active connivance of the high officers of these Pro¬ 
vinces, yet in my opinion, it is not to motives arising from* such grounds of con-* ' ' 
sidcration, that the contemplated change most be ascribed. ■ There is little * 
reason to conclude that the recommendation of such a policy as this .would ever 
have befcn allowed to be published, still less that the policy itself Would be- 
worked out, if there were no more urgent incentives to its adoption than are fo 
he found in the awakening spirit of public virtue upon the part of the Chinese 
Government. 

The opium trade only commenced, or subsisted, as its present state of stag, 
.nation indisputably proves, by reason of the hearty concurrence of tfie chief 
authorities of these provinces, and, indeed, also of the Court. No portion of 
the trade to this country more regularly paid its entrance than this of the 
opium. The least attempt to evade the fees of the Mandarins was almost 
certain of detection and severe punishment, and a large share of these emolu¬ 
ments reached not merely the higher dignitaries of the Empire, but, in all 
probability, in no very indirect manner, the Imperial hand itself. 

The origin of the legalization scheme is to be ascribed, 1 believe, mainly, if 
not entirely, to the following causes. 

Istlv. To the intense political disquietude of the Court at the extension of 
the trade on the north-cast coasts. 

2ndly. To the increasing alarm which is felt at what is considered to be the 
irrecoverable disappearance of the real wealth nf the country, that is to say, the 
silver, in exchange for the opium. . 

The first cause has possibly operated with additional force, since the events 
of 1834, at Canton; and the visits of the Missionaries to the coasts, in 1835 
and 1836, with tracts in the Chinese language, have also unquestionably 
attracted the anxious attention of the Court. Their appearance has naturally 
been connected with that of the opium-ships, although L believe, in most 
•instances, unfoundedly. More than one Imperial Edict lias been promul¬ 
gated upon the subject of these tracts: not that there is any reason to 
believe the religious writings are of themselves very hostilely considered, but it 
is, no doubt, apprehended that they who bring tracts of one description may 
very well bring those of another, and more dangerous. It. will be no source 
of surprise to your "Lordship that the Chinese Government should be wholly 
unequal to tiie conception of the motives which influence these pious men, 
and that their visits to the coasts should be ascribed* to purposes calculated to 
excite extremely disquieting suspicions. The papers now transmitted furnish 
evidence of a strong difference of sentiment at Peking, upon the subject of the 
admission of the opium ; and it must be conceded that such a circumstance 
leads to a higher opinion of the integrity of exalted Chinese functionaries than 
is commonly entertained. One or other of these Ministers must,.in all 
probability, be reporting in a sense which he knows is contrary to that of the 
Emperor. 

Considering, however, the probable moral condition of such a court as 
this, and having regard to the force of those impressions by which it seems to 
be actuated on this occasion, I cannot but think, your Lordship will be of 
opinion that the counsels of they who advocate the more immediately politic 
expedient, will prevail over adverse reasoning, founded upon high principles, 
and remote mischief. 

Indeed, the Emperor’s Edict, (No. 7,) appears to me, more particularly 
when it he considered in connexion with the actual proceedings of the 
Provincial Government, to afford conclusive proof that the measure Js deter¬ 
mined upon. What remained to be done was to preface the promulgation of 
the Edict by such a course of severity and earnest restriction as might convince 
both foreigners and natives that the obstruction of the outside trade was a 
possible state of circumstances. 

If this course had not been steadily pursued fof some considerable period • 
of time, and successively pursued, the Chinese Government must have 
perceived that the legalization project would have been wholly inoperative. So 
long as the native dealers would not be afraid to come to the ships outside * 
with their ready money, and receive the opium there* the foreign merchants 
would never have brought in, and delivered it to the merchants of the Co-hong 
(consisting for the most part, of bankrupt men),, to, he taken on account, ana 
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realized principally by the .tedious and unfavourable process of barter, for the 
export staples of tea and silk. 

This timid and cautious Government is not prone needlessly to. try hazardous 
experiments upon the patience of its own people or on that of eager foreigners. 
And it\s the very reality of all the actual degree of rigorous prohibition which 
most convinces me of the certainty of the coming change. There is enough of 
proof that these severities are persisted in under feelings of extreme solicitude, 
and only because the Government is sensible that they arc of indispensable 
necessity to the successful transition to a safer state of things. If the change 
were not deliberately resolved upon, and possibly ready for promulgation at any 
moment of difficulty which may present itself, it certainly is my own opinion 
that the restrictions would long since have relapsed into the mere wordy 
denunciations of the passed times. 

I ought not to omit to mention to your Lordship, however, that it is 
confidently rumoured, the Governor has sought permission from the Court to 
give the trial of a year to the effect of the present system of obstruction; but we 
hear, at the same time, this his Excellency is in some hope of being removed 
from the Government of these provinces. The last, feport, in my mind, rather 
strengthens the probability of the other. 

It is conceivable that the Governor cannot desire to be the principal 
responsible agent in the safe working out of a great, change of this description ; 
and it certainly may he possible that lps representations and requests for the 
delay of a year, would dispose the party at Peking, adverse to the legalization, 
to make another earnest effort to defer the measure. But I cannot think that 
such a proposition would find favour with the Emperor, because it is plain that 
the present course is not susceptible of safe protraction. 

In a lew weeks, the produce of the first opium sales of the year in Bengal 
must arrive here, and then, if the restrictions continue, this trade will, in all 
probability, immediately assume a different character. From a traffic prohibited 
in point of form, but essentially countenanced, and carried on entirely by natives 
in native boats, it will come to be a complete smuggling trade. The opium 
will be conveyed to parts of the coast previously concerted in Canton, in British 
boats, and thence he run by the natives ; thus throwing our people into imme¬ 
diate contact with the inhabitants on shore, and certainly, in other respects, vastly 
enhancing the chances of serious disputes and collision with the Government 
officers. 

It seems to be probable that this state of things would either hasten forward 
the legalization edict, or in the event of any check to our boats, defer it to some 
indefinite period, ami in other ways very inconveniently alter the whole position 
of circumstances in this country. 

Without troubling your Lordship, however, for the present with any further 
speculations as to the turn that events may take, it is now my duty to state, 
that at this moment, and for the last two months, the Local Government has 
been pursuing a system of severe restriction with respect to this branch of the 
trade, which has been successful to n great extent. 

Indeed, I am sorry to inform your Lordship, that at the actual conjuncture, 
our whole commerce is passing “through a trial of rather a distressing nature. 

The abolition of the Company’s monopoly has been attended, as was to be 
expected, with some considerable degree of overtrading. The increased imports 
of British manufactures have been heavy, and the returns in this market have 
hitherto becn.carried up and sustained greatly beyond their former limits by the 
eagerness of new competitors, in spite of large stocks and reduced prices in 
England. . The locking up of the silver, too, which has accompanied the inter¬ 
ruption of the opium deliveries, (for that drug may be described to be the only 
money-turning wheel of the trade, the rest being principally accomplished by 
barter,) has considerabl/ aggravated the embarrassment of the merchants, by 
crippling their means of forking down the high rates of the export staples. 

In the course of a few days, 1 shall have the honour to transmit to your 
Lordship copi^s pf letters I propose to address to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General* and the Honourable the Rear-Admiral commanding in. chief, 
on this subject. ' • 1 : , Y\ . v • 

.I| seems likely that the visit*.of mcn-oLwar at this'crisis, for short periods,, 
and at brief intervals, would hhyfc’the effect either of relaxing the restrictive 
spirit bf. the Provincial Cfpvernjoien^ or of hastening onwards the legalisation 
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measure, ami thus, by the one,;mode or the, other, of releasing the trade fromitS 
actual condition of stagnation. v . , . . ••• 

Your Lordship, l hope* will consider I am justified in respectfully moving 
these authorities to do what can be done (safely and without, inconveniently 
coofmitting His Majesty’s Government,) towards the relief of the most important, 
branch.of this trade; with the langour of which the whole British commerce to 
the empire necessarily sympathizes in a very serious degree. 

The imports of opium last year, on the account of our merchants, amounted 
to nearly 18,000,000 of dollars, being about 1,000,000 in excess of the whole 
value of teas and silk exported during the same period on British account. 

Your Lordship will judge how unfortunately the interruption of this traffic 
must,operate on the general commerce. Trusting that the importance of this 
subject will he my excuse for this long despatch, . ... 

. I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent. 


Inelosurc 1 in No. 00. 

Memorial from llcu-Naelsc to the Emperpr, proposing to legalise the importation 

of Opium. 

Preamble. JIEU-NAETSE, Vice-President of the Sacrificial Court, presents the 

* following memorial in regard to opium, to show that the more severe the 
interdicts against it are made, the more widely do the evils arising therefrom 
spread ; ami that it is right urgently to request, that a change be made in the 
arrangements respecting it: to which end lie earnestly cn rents His Sacred 
Majesty to cast a glance hereon, awl to issue secret orders for a faithful 
investigation of the subject. 

Qualities and effects I would humbly represent that opium was originally ranked among 
of opium. medicines; its qualities are stimulant; it also checks excessive secretions; and 

prevents the evil effects of noxious vapours, in the Materia Medica of .Le 
Shechin, of the Ming dynasty, it is called Afooyuvig. When any one is long 
habituated to inhaling it, it becomes necessary to resort to it at regular intervals, 
and the habit of using it, being inveterate, is destructive of time, injurious to 
property, and yet dear to one even as life. Of those who use it to great excess, 
the breath becomes feeble, the body wasted, the face sallow, the teeth black: 
the individuals themselves clearly sec the evil effects of it, yet cannot refrain 
from it. It is, indeed, indispensably necessary to, enact severe prohibitions hi 
order to eradicate so vile a practice. 

Different kinds of On inquiry, 1 find that there are three kinds of opium: one is cullt:c)_ 
of the drug. Company’s, the outer covering of it is black, and hence it is also called ‘ black* 
earth it comes from Bengal: a second kind is called ‘ white-skin,’ and cutqes 
• , from Bombay; the third kind is called ‘red-skin,’ and comes from Madras. 

These are places which belong to England. 

Laws in rotation to In Keeiilung’s reign, as well os previously, opium was inserted in the 
■ opium. tariff' of Canton as a medicine, subject to a duty oi three taels per hundred 

catties, with an additional charge of two taels, lour mace, and five candareens, 
under the name of charge per package. After this, it was prohibited. In the 
1st year of Keaking, those found guilty of smoking opium were subject only to 
the punishment of the pillory and bamboo. Now they have, in the, course of 
time, become liable to the severest penalties, transportation in various degrees, 
and death after the.ordinary continuance in prison. Yet the smokers of the 
drug have increased in number, and the practice has spread throughout almost 
the whole empire. In Kecnlung’s and the previous rtiigns, when opium passed 
.Nature of the trade through the Custom-House and paid a duty, it was given into the hands of the 

is opium. Hong merchants in exchange for tea and other goods. But at the present 

time, the prohibitions of Government being most ^sfrict against it,. none dare 
openly to exchange goods for itj all . secretly purchase it with money.. Li the 
reign of Kcakipg, there arrived,' ijt may* be, spine' hundred^ cjiestji. j|nn\»al|y. 
v f- The number has now increased to upwards' of. &QjQ00 chests^, contMBing.dlcfi a 

; . hundred "catties. The ‘black earth,’ whicKis the hes^Mts ]for abdut 800 



dollars; foreign motiey; pe?r chest; ’ the *'white-skid,’ J which’js next in quality, 
for about 600 dollars; and the last, or ! red-skin,'abdUt 400 dollars. The 
t^tal quantity sold during the year 'amounts in vdTuii' to ten and some odd 
millions of dollars; so that, in reckoning the dollar at seven mace, standard 
Weight of silver, the annual waste of money somewhat exceeds ten millions of 
taels.■ Formerly, the barbarian merchants brought foreign money to China; 
which, being paid in exchange for goods, was a source of pecuniary advantage 
to-the people of all the scu-hoard provinces. But latterly, the barbarian 
merchants have clandestinely sold opium for money; which has rendered it 
unnecessary for them to import foreign silver. Thus foreign money has been 
going out of the country, while none eorqcs into it. 

'*••• During two centuries, the Government has now maintained peace, and by 
fostering the people, has greatly promoted the increase of wealth and opulence 
among them. With joy we witness the economical rule of our august 
Sovereign, an example to the whole empire. Right it is that yellow gold be 
common as the dust. 

Always in times past, a tael of pure silver exchanged for nearly about 1000 
coined cash, but of late van's the same sum lias borne the value of 1200 or 
1300 cash: thus the price of silver rises hut does not fall. In the salt agency, 
the price of salt is paid in cash, while the duties arc paid in silver; now the 
salt merchants have all become involved, and the existing state of the. salt trade 
in every province is abject in the extreme. How is this occasioned but by the 
unnoticed oozing out of silver ? If the easily exhaustible stores of the central 
spring go to till up the wide and fathomless gulf of the outer seas, gradually 
pouring themselves out from day to day, ,aud from mouth to month, wc shall 
shortly be reduced to a state of which I cannot bear to speak. 

It is proposed entirely to cut off the foreign trade, and thus to remove the 
root, to dam np the source of the evil. The Celestial Dynasty would not, 
indeed, hesitate to relinquish the few millions of duties arising therefrom, lint 
all the nations of the West have had a general market open to their ships for 
upwards of a thousand years; while the dealers in opium are the English alone; 
it would be wrong, for the sake of cutting off the English trade, to cut off that 
of all the other nations. Besides, the hundreds of thousands pf people living 
on the sea-coast depend wholly on trade for their livelihood, and how are they 
to be disposed of? Moreover, the barbarian ships, being on the high seas, can 
repair to any island that may *be selected as an cntiepot, and the native sea¬ 
going vessels can meet them there; it is then impossible to cut off' the trade. 
Of late years, the foreign vessels have visited all the ports of Fuhkeen, 
Chekcang, Keangnan, Shantung, even to Teentsin and Mantchouria, for the 
purpose of selling opium. And although at once expelled by the local 
authorities, yet it is reported that the quantity sold by them was not small. 
Thus it appears that, though the commerce of Canton should he cut off, 
yet it will not he possible to prevent the clandestine introduction of 
merchandise. 

It is said, the daily increase of opium is'owing to the negligence of officers 
ihenfOtcing the interdicts! .The laws and enactments arc the means which 
extortionate underlings and worthless .vagrants employ to benefit themselves; 
and the more complete the law's are, the greater and more numerous are the 
bribes paid to the extortionate underlings, and the more subtle are the schemes 
of such worthless vagrants. In the first year of Taoukwang, the Governor of 
Kwangtung and Kwangse, Yuen Yuen, proceeded with all rigour of the law 
against Ye Hangshoo, head of the opium establishment then at'Macao/ The 
consequence was, that : foreigners having no one with whom to place their 
opium, proceeded to Lintin to sell it. This place is within the precincts of the 
Provincial Government; add lias tffree comihiinication by water on all sides. Here 
arc constantly anchored seven or eight large ships, in which the opium is kept, 
and which 1 art therefore called f ‘'receiving ships.’ At Canton there are brokers 
of the drug, who are called ' shelters.* These pay the price of the drug into 
the hands of the resident foreigners, 'who give them orders for the delivery of 
the opium hrotn the receiving shipi There are carrying boats plying up and 
down the me#and "these are’'vulgarly called ‘ fast-crabs’ and ‘scrambling 
drchoiii’ They are Well armed With guns and other weapons, and are manned 
with'&orhe.shores of desperadoes, who ply their oars as if they were wings to 
flyposts which they pass are lafeeW 
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bribed. If they happen to encounter any 0 / the armed cruizing boats, they are 
so audacious as to resist, and slaughter and carnage ensue. The late Governor 
Loo,,ou 011 c occasion, having directed the Commodore Tsiu Yuchaug to 
co-operate with Teen Poo, the district magistrate of Heangshan, they captured 
Leang Hccnnce with a boat containing opium to the amount of 14,000 catties. 
The number of men killed and taken prisoners amounted to several scores. He 
likewise indicted the penalty of the laws on the criminals Yaoukow and 
Owkwan (both of them being brokers), and confiscated their property. This 
shows that faithfulness in llio enforcement of the laws is not wanting ; and yet 
the practice cannot be checked. The dread of the laws is not so great on the 
part of the common people, as is the anxious desire of gain, which incites them 
to all manner of crafty devices ; so that sometimes, indeed, the law is rendered 
wholly ineffective. 


4. Evil conscqnon- 
ci>s of tliis illicit in¬ 
troduction. 


5. Worthless cha¬ 
racter of opium 
smokers. 


Inference that the 


There arc also, both on the rivers and at sea, banditti, who, with pretence 
of acting under the orders of the Government, and of being sent to search after 
and prevent the smuggling of opium, seek opportunities for plundering. When 
I was lately placed in the service of your Majesty, as Actiug Judicial Commis¬ 
sioner at Canton, eases of this nature were very frequently reported. Out of 
these arose a still greater number of cases, in which money was extorted for the 
ransom of plundered property. Thus a countless number ol innocent people 
were involved in suffering. All these wide-spread evils have arisen since the 
interdicts against opium were published. • 

It will be found, on examination, that the smokers of opium arc idle, lazy 
vagrants, having no useful purpose before them, and are unworthy ol regard, or 
even of contempt. And though there are smokers to he found who have over¬ 
stepped the threshold of age, yet they do not attain to the long life of other 
men. But new births are daily increasing the population of the empire ; and 
there is no cause to apprehend a diminution therein ; while, on the other hand, 
we cannot adopt too great, or too early, precautions against the annual 
waste which is taking place in the resources, the very substance ol China. 

Since then, it will not answer to close our ports against [all trade], and 


opium trade should since the laws issued against opium are quite inoperative, the only method left, 
be legalised. j s )o re vert to the former system, to permit the barbarian merchants to import 
opium paying duty thereon as a medicine, and to require that, alter having 
passed the Custom-House, it shall be delivered to the Hong merchants only in 
exchange for merchandise, and that no money be paid for it. The barbarians 
finding that the amount of duties to he paid on it, is less than what is now spent 
in bribes, will also gladly comply therein. Foreign money should be placed on the 
same footing with sycee silver, and the exportation of it should be equally 
prohibited. Offenders, when caught, should be punished by the entire destruc¬ 
tion of the opium they may have, and the confiscation of the money that may 
f. Officers, &c., not | )e f t)UI1( ] w ith them. With regard to officers, civil and military, and to the 
■ do°M to --moke it scholjirs and common soldiers, the first are called upon to fulfil the duties of 
* their rank and attend to the public good ; the others, to cultivate their talents 

and become fit for public usefulness. None of these, therefore, must be per¬ 
mitted to contract a practice so bad, or to walk in a path which will lead only 
to the utter waste of their time, and destruction of their property. If, however, 


the laws enacted against the practice he made too severe, the result will be 
mutual connivance. It becomes my duty, then, to request that it be enacted, 


that any officer, scholar, or soldier, found guilty of secretly smoking opium, shall 
be immediately dismissed from public employ, without being made liable to any 
other penalty. In this way, lenity will become in fact severity towards them. 
And further, that, if any superior or general officer be found guilty of know¬ 
ingly and wilfully conniving at the practice among his subordinates, such officer 
shall be subjected to a Court of Inquiry. Lastly, flint no regard be paid to the 
purchase and use of opium on the part of the people generally. 

Objections answer- Does any suggest a doubt, that to remove the existing prohibitions will 
jsd: the dignity of derogate from the dignity of Government? I would ask, if Be is ignorant that 
,thn government not the pleasures of the table and of the nuptial couch may also be indulged, in to 
injured by the pro- the injury' of health? Nor are the invigorating drugs/oetese arid wpotow 
p&qoacnange. devoid of poisonous qualities: yet it has. never beep heard .that any one of 
these has been interdicted. Besides, the removal of the prohibiliohs refers 
only to % vulgar and common people, those who have officfoLdutfex to 
perform. So long as the officers ol Government, the scholars, and t^S;itijtitpry, 
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are not included, I see no detriment to the dignity of Government. And 
by allowing the proposed importation and exchange of the drug for other com- 
ihodities, more than ten millions of money will annually be prevented from 
flowing out of the Central land. On which side then is the gain,—on which the 
loss ? It is evident at a glance. But if we still idly look back jpul delay to 
retrace our steps, foolishly paying regard to a matter of mere empty dignity, I 
humbly apprehend that when eventually it is proved impossible to stop the 
importation of opium, it will then be found that we have waited too long, that 
the people are impoverished, and their wealth departed. .Should we then begin 
to turn round, we shall find that reform conies too late. 

Though but a servant of no value, I have by your Majesty’s condescending 
favour been raised from a subordinate censorship to various official stations, 
both at court and m the provinces; and filled, on one occasion, the chief 
judicial office in the region south of the great, mountains (Kwangtung). Ten 
years spent in endeavours to make some return have produced no fruit; and 
I find myself overwhelmed with shame and remorse But with regard to the 
great advantages, or great evils, of any place where l have been, I have never 
failed to make particular inquiries. Seeing that the prohibitions now in force 
against opium serve but to increase the prevalence of the evil, and that there 
is none found to represent the facts directly to your Majesty, and feeling 
assured that l am myself thoroughly acquainted with the real state of tilings, 
I dare no longer forbear to let them reach your Majesty’s ear. Prostrate, 
I beg my august Sovereign to give secret directions to the Governor and 
Lieutenant-Governor of Kwangtung, together with the Superintendent of 
Maritime Customs, that they faithfully investigate the character of the above 
statements, and that, if they find them really correct, they speedily prepare a 
list, of regulations adapted to a change in the system, and present the same for 
your Majesty’s final deeision. Perchance this may be found adequate to stop 
further oozing out of money, and to replenish the national resources. With 
inexpressible awe and trembling fear, 1 reverently present this memorial and 
await your Majesty’s commands. 


Inclosure 2 in No. fjO. 

Imperial Edict in reply In the forerjniny Memorial.—(June 12, 1 BAG.) 

Ill’U-NAI5TSE, Vice-President of the Sacrificial Court, has presented 
a memorial in regard to opium, representing that the more severe the interdicts 
against it are made, so much the more widely do the evils arising from it 
spread; and that of late years, the foreigners, not daring openly to give it in 
barter for other commodities, have been in the habit of selling it clandestinely 
for money, thus occasioning an annual loss to the country, which he estimates 
at above ten millions of taels, lie therefore requests that a change be made in 
regard to it, permitting it again to be introduced, and given in exchange for 
other commodities. Let Titng Tingching and his Colleagues deliberate on the 
subject, and then report to us. Let a copy of the original memorial be made 
for their perusal, and sent with this edict to Tang Tingching and Ke Kung, 
who are to enjoin it also on Wan. Respect this. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 90. 

Report made to the Chinese Government by the Homj Merchants. 

' * 

IN obedience to the commands of his Excellency the lloppo, to deliberate 
on certain particulars, we now present for perusal the result of our deliberations, 
arrauged under [four] distinct heads. 

Pint', WV received directions “ to examine in regard to the following 
statement,—contained in a memorial presented to the Emperor (whereof a copy 
was previously transmitted), namely, ‘ that foreign merchants dare not openly 
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take goods in barter for opium,,b^t always clandestinely seUjtfor sycee silver.* 
Now the exportation -of sygee'-silvCr (if was always remarked) has long beeff 
interdicted; arid the said'merchants surely do not presume to contravene tlicr! 
regulations in the least degree.. Yet it may be difficult to aver, that not a' 
single illegality is committed by them; and still more difficult would it he to 
stand answerable, that there are no traitorous natives who carry on a clandestine 
commerce,” . 

In reply hereto, we the Hong merchants would humbly represent, that it 
is really owing to the strictness of the Governmental regulations dipt foreigners ' 
arc prevented from openly taking goods in barter for opium. In regard to ‘ 
syccc silver, we, every year, severally and voluntarily enter into bonds, that we 
will on no account aid and abet the foreigners in exporting it, which bonds, 
presented to your Excellencies, flow can wc possibly contravene the regu¬ 
lations, and so render ourselves criminal? Yet it is indeed, as his Excellency 
the Hoppo says, difficult to stand answerable that there are no traitorous natives 
who carry on a clandestine commerce. To watch against such an illicit com¬ 
merce is, however, beyond our power; and it therefore behoves us to request 
that the rule in regard to seizures of smuggled commodities, may be brought 
into operation, this rule, namely, that the capturers shall be liberally rewarded.' 
In pursuance of this a certain proportion of all sycce silver, that, may hereafter 
be captured, should be given for an encouragement to the capturers, and thus 
those who receive such rewards will be- induced to exert themselves in an 
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extraordinary degree; and the smugglers,knowing that such rewards are held ’ 
out, will at once become intimidated. 

Secondly. Wc received the following inquiries to direct our deliberations: 

“ The foreign merchants have need of leas, rhubarb, cassia, sugar, silk, &c., 
which articles must have been heretofore kept in store by the Iloug merchants, 
so as to be in readiness to be exchanged for imported goods. Should? the 
amount of imported commodities become hereafter loo great, how can ware¬ 
house room he afforded, in order to retain such commodities for grudjpl sale ? 
And can it be so arranged, that, when it is impossible to effect an immediate 
sale, and the foreign merchant finds himself unable to wait longer, dm may be 
allowed to return Jiome, leaving his goods with thy Ilong merchants®) sell for 
him as opportunities offer, and on his return* receiving such aim,amount of 
merchandise as is due to him in exchange ? Let, these questions be well 
considered.” * 

In answer hereto, we would humbly point out what has been hitherto the 
practice: On foreign vessels coming to Canton to trade, their cargoes are sent 
up to our hongs; and then a list is given by each foreign merchant of the 
native commodities required in return, which commodities wc purchase for them 
from tho various dealers therein. We never keep a stock of each article oil ' 
hand. And of late years our means have been very much reduced, so that 
often we are.unable to pay in club season the duties accruing how then can we 
possibly lay in a store of ready purchased articles ? If it happen that too great 
a quantity of any article is introduced, so that it cannot be sold off at once, antr^ 
the vessel is to sail immediately, the security' merchant in, that case applies to ’ 
the foreigner for the amount of duties due, that he may pay them for him.'' 1 
The unsold goods remain in our hongs to be disposed of as opportunities offer; .1 
and when the foreign merchant returns to Canton, he then takes out the value 
thereof in native commodities. , This is the way,in which the trade 1ms hitherto ^ 
been conducted, and we would request that .it may continue to be conducted in 
the usual manner. . 

Thirdly. We received directions to deliberate on the following questions : 
"Whether, if opium should be imported through the usual,channelf6rother 
commodities (tire Ilongs), any Hong jrierchaut being at liberty,'to land and enter 
it at the Custom-House, it will not be found difficult to guard against illegalities 
in the trade? Whether it will not rather be requisite to make one of the most 
opulent of the senior merchants responsible,—namely, onq in whom entire con¬ 
fidence can be placed, and one in .whom the* foreigners diahitnally place implicit 
trust; and to require him alone to enter the cargoes oLcpVmn for examination at 
tho Custom-House, and to pay the duties; still, however, allowing the foreigner 
to sell it, at its market value, to whichever Hong,merchant he may chflbse, in 
order to prevent a monopoly ? Also, whetfier the ‘Hong mcrehahts;should fiibi'" 
still be required to give bonds as formerly, utitfto state tho persons tqy$qm 



V,-.. sold tfie Iifad^a Sviiiilfer jt has j^en tfinerted, anil what 

. «.nt .of silver, sycef ot tbVe^n,has bee#$£~ench separate 
transaction to be reported at the time, and a monthly statienient to he made out 
and presented at the offices of the Governor and iloppo, in order to enable th<;m 
to rna^ their reports to the Board of Revenue.” 

In reply to this, we would humbly notice some particulars of the mode in 
whiejh we have heretofore conducted our traffic with the foreigners. We have 
indeed exchanged one commodity for another; but often, when the value of the 
imports and exports lias been unequafothe balance lias been paid, both,by native' 
and, foreign merchants, to one another, in foreign money. And when, in enn- 
semjence of the commodities of a cotinjry being saleable but to a very small 
exfjlhtj ai Canton, large suhis of foreign money have been imported for the’ 
purpose, of .purchasing, a cargo, then ho restriction has been placed bn the 
re-exportation of any remaining sum. Ilencc the “ exportation of three- 
tenths”* lias received the sanction of Government. Again, there are cases in 
which full cargoes are imported, While—in consequence of the prices of native 
commodities being too. high, or the commodities themselves not calculated for 
sale in the places from whence the vessels come—1 lie exported cargoes are 
small. The surplus foreign money; , then, being greater in amount than the 
" exportable three-tenths,” whatever exceeds that amount is either left here for 
the purchase of other goods, or is lent to other foreigners. This is a thing of 
common occurrence. For instance, of the rice-laden ships which now enter the 
port, the largest bring cargoes of somewhat above 10,000 peculs, amounting in 
value to but 20,000 or 30,000 dollars; and (lie smaller ones bring cargoes of, it 
may be 5,000 of fi,000 peculs, the value of which is no more than 10,000 
and odd dollars. Yet these same vessels return with export cargoes of the value 
of 200,000 or 300,000 dollars, or at least of from 100,000 to 200,000 dollars. 
The money required to purchase these cargoes is therefore frequently borrowed 
from foreigners, wbo have a balance in money, in excess of that portion of the 
price of their import cargoes for which they have taken goods. Th's, then, is 
a clear proof that, in the instance of rice-laden vessels, the unemployed balance 
possessed by other foreigners is borrowed, in order to purchase exports 
wherewith to send them back to their country. • 

Now, in reference to the question at present under consideration, whether 
permission shall be given to import opium, paying a legal duty thereon, we 
have, as a provision in case that such permission should be given, inquired of 
the foreign merchants if they cqn export goods to such an amount as to equal 
in value their-importutiou of opium, so that they need not have any occasion for 
exporting money ? Their answer was of the following tenor: “That is right 
and proper that they should comply with the arrangement to take cargo in 
exchange for the proceeds of their opium; but that the ports to which they 
return are not all alike, and that oiir native'commodities are Hot everywhere 
equally saleable; that were the jmcfchants 'whS bring opium to Canton to 
tn$k?tlieir returjus'ip merchandize puftluiMi' here, audit merchandize would be 
unsaleable,—and therefore 'the arrangement that' goods arc ,to be taken in 
rcturh; fof opium cannot be universally ^adopted; that, however, t hey can in such 
cases lend their niohey to otherTbrcigncrs to pifficbuse cargoes with, which will' 
be the- - --- 


be ( unable t 

accordance with the regulation hitherto existing, by which they ar.c allowed to 
export ip foreign ^mney.thrce-tenth^of the excess of imports over gxports; but 
that to require eachVscvefalphip' tp taWe export cargo in exchange for imports 
will, the|-|«ally' : 'appi i plimid,i'be ^foybridf iixajpplicablc,';lnjuriofis, and impracticable; 
on wlu^^^co'unt;they, ^eeitiJtto 1 ret4iiV!sdk.• thal the regulation;'hereto¬ 
fore cxisfidfe, k ab6vfe : 'men,tlbwdffi may 1 edniinue ituutl force.” , ^e', the llong 


cr<ffiani|iij;^ou|d^e|fo*'^^i ! ^at, glthpugli tlfore be' no ’duty charged on 
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It lias been for a long time, past: tlm nde, when a vessel readies Cahtoa*h|| 
permit the foreigner himself t&ieldbf'thfe H’ongtrtfetchant whn shall secure ■ 
vessel: this is left entirely, to the will of* the foreigner, and no compulsion may 
be exercised in the matter. All goods that are to' be' entertd 1 the Custom- 
House frfr examination and assessment, are so entered by the security merchant, 
on application made by the foreigner; and the charges on the vessel, on enter¬ 
ing the port and when,discharging cargo, are also paid by the security merchant.. 
But any of the Hong merchants may have a portion of the cargo, and it is tht 
rule, that the merchant who so receives .cargo shall pay all the duties thereon 
into the treasury of the Custom House.' In this way, there can be no mom£' 
policing. Should opium be' admitted for importation in the. same 1 manner an 
pi-qe-goods,. cotton, &c„ the arrangements in regard' to the sale of it by 
merchants to minor dealers, and the transport of it from Clinton to other places, 
should also be the same as with regard to those commodities. Such as is trans¬ 
ported to other provinces, by an overland route should be entered at the eastern 
and western Custom-Houses, where a pass should be obtainable on examination. 
And such as is transported by sea on board native trading ^vessels should be 
entered outwards, at the chief Custom-House, through the medium of the 
merchants of Ifuhkeen and Chauchow. The laws on these points being very 
precise, it seems needless to report each separate transaction of sale, or to 
present any monthly statements. 

Fourthly. We received directions to deliberate carefully on this question: 

“ When opium is transported to other' provinces for sale, should not those 
precautionary regulations which have been enacted in regard to foreigners 
trading at Canton he put in practice, and communications be sent to the 
authorities in all the sea-board provinces, informing them, that whatever opium 
has not the stamp of the Custom-House on it is to be regarded as smuggled, 
and both vessel and cargo therefore confiscated, and the parties subjected to 
legal investigation 't And, if any vessels proceed to the receiving ships, which 
are anchored on the i high seas, to trade with them, should not the Hong 
merchants be required to take measures against their so doing ?” 

In reply, we would humbly point out, that in the regulations enacted last 
year for checking foreigners engaged in trade, there Occurs the following 
passage: “In respect to all native trading vessels, from whatever province they 
may he, any foreiirn goods that may he purchased for shipment on them shall be 
entered at the chief Custom-House at Canton, and there, having been stamped, 
a pass for the same shall be granted, specifying in detail the amount of goods, 
in order that no clandestine transactions may be suffered to take place. And 
communications shall be sent to the authorities in all the provinces, that they 
may act in compliance with this regulation, and may give orders accordingly to 
the officers of the maritime Custom-Houses, to examine all trading vessels 
carrying cargoes of foreign merchandize, and, if they, find any articles not 
marked with the stamp of the Canton Custom-House, to regard such articles as • 
smuggled, and to subject the parties to a legal investigation and coufiscatiotobf, 
both vessel and cargo.” These precautionary measures are sufficiently preefto,, 
and should undoubtedly be acted on. But should any, vessel, in the Course ttf 
passage on the high seas, happen to traffic with the receiving ships, it is indeed 
beyond our power to prevent it. It behoves us therefore to request, that, as 
enacted in the above-named regulation, the officers of all cruising vessels along 
the coast be held responsible; that they be directed to cruise about jja constant.. 
succession; and, should any traders approach a foreign ship to purchase opium 
immediately to,apprehend such traders, and send therti to meet thei^tfial ; and, 
lastly, that both the vessel and cargo of such traders shall be confuted, and 
the proceeds thereof given as a reward to the captureHh,;;"'-’We r *Mcild also 
humbly request, that, an edict bo, Issued for ‘the-inform^'- <f%l native 
merchants, that they may know these things and.be restrained by felt At the 
same time we will continue earnestly to instruct and admonish the foreigners, 
and make them understand ’ 
and pay duty thereon, and 
the,high seas, Thus may 




Report ,of the Qofeexnor and Lieutenant- Governor of Canton. 


t •. • September 7, 1836. 

k > v,vWE have, in obedience to the imperial will, jointly deliberated on the Preamble 
1 fBoject of repealing the prohibition now in force in regard to the importation of 
Opium, and of. permitting it to be sold'in barter for other commodities; and we 
^herein present a draft: of regulations, that we hare sketched, comprising nine 
ouwhich we humbly solicityomv,sacred Majesty to cast a glance, 
f \i«M)n'the^l9th day of the 5th month (2nd July), we received a letter from 
thf Grand Council of Ministers, inclosing an imperial edict, dated the 29th day 
of the 4th month (12tli of June). J 

Beholding our august Sovereign's tender solicitude for the livelihood of the 
people on this remote frontier, and the anxious desire manifested to remove 
all evils, we, as on bended knee we perused the edict, were deeply affected, and 
■ bowed in profound reverence. We immediately transmitted the edict to the 
Superintendent of maritime customs, your Majesty’s Minister Wan; and also 
• read in Council the copy forwarded to us of the original memorial. While we 
ourselves gave the subject our joint and careful consideration, we, at the same 
time, directed the two Commissionci’s (of Finance and Justice) to discuss it 
thoroughly and faithfully. These officers, the Financial Commissioner, 

■Msingah, and the Judicial Commissioner, Wang Tsingleen. have now laid 
before ns the result of their joint deliberations, and we have considered their 
suggestions. 

. We are lniml)1 y ,,f opinion, that in framing regulations it is of the first Principle laid down' 
importance to suit them to the circumstances of the times; and that to govern 
Well, it is essentia! in the first place to remove existing evils. But if in 
removing one evil, an evil of greater extent is produced, it then becomes the 
more imperative to make a speedy change suited to the circumstances of the 


occasion. 

. • Now in regard to opium, it is an article brought into the Central Empire Argument*. 7 
from the lands of the far-distant barbarians, und has b^en imported during a Evils arising out oil 
long course of years. In the reigns of Yungching and Keenlung, it was thc prohibition cJ 
included in the tariff of maritime duties, under the head of medicinal dr ugs, and opium * 
there was then no regulation against purchasing it, or inhaling it. But in the 
4th year of Keaking (1799), the then Governor of this province, Keihking, of 
•?*he imperial kindred, regarding it as a subject of deep regret, that the vile*dirt 
Df foreign countries should be received in exchange for the commodities and the 
money of the empire* and fearing lest the practice of smoking opium should 
spread among all the people of the inner land, to the waste of their time and the 
Destruction of their property, presented a'memorial, requesting that the sale of 
r ^Drog! shonld. be prohibited, and that offenders should be made amenable to 
/^powtenent. This punishment has been gradually increased to transportation, 

%id death by strangling. The law is by no means deficient in severity. But 
the people are not so much influenced by the fear of the jaws as by the desire of 
gain. Hence, from the time that the prohibition was passed, the crafty schemes 
, ,ft«d devices pt‘ evil men have daily multiplied. On the one hand,'receiving 
#hipsare.ancho«ad in the entrances from the outer seas:.on the other hand, 

'ibrokers, o|lled: meljcrs, are everywhere established in the inner land. Then 
again ‘fast evkhs* and /scrambling dragons’ -as the boats are -called—are 
fitted on^r, clandestine commerce: and lastly, vagabonds, pretending authority 
tascarfi$|hhve under ahif.pwtSe#; indulged their own unruly desires. Thus, 
what wdsf'dt; first ia, cmfiBidn'';arjjicle^ of no esteem in the market’, either/or 
smoking Q^catirig^afid also of^ niddmte price, has with the increase in the 
severity ,®^t|he regulations;’increased in demand, and been clandestinely and 
largely the : pecuniary resources of the 






it try. 




anffjU$ ; pup duty.lo splint ..ypu^ ... t .. 

jwapt^ any, foreigner,' fyhp,.in, the course.of: trad,?, way,,brlqg opjfinv ,j&u«t$&t 
permitted to import and paying4he duty.oad&as 

fitted /by .the’.maritime, tariff jof^Kecqlqug, ,apd must d{i|iv,er i: it to the ; H 0 pg 
merchants, in the same* manner as lopg-eUs^camlets, ;aud ; otUec .-goods,.bartered 
,jEw native conmioditjes^but on np, account .may.Jhe.^ell, it-.ciandnstmeiyi.fpr 

money. .. rJ J„.V. 

Effects' to be ex- , if this plan be. faithfully and vigorously carried into effect, the tens. pf 
wrted from such a ,millions of precious rio.ncy which imw annually, go; out .of, the empire'will be 


ciaUge ‘ • saved, the source,of the stream will be ,purifitj<J, and, the, stream itself may/beb 
eventually stayed. , The amount of duties heing less onerous than what is. no.w 
paid in bribes, transgressions of the revenue laws vyill cease of, themselves jaj^jpe"- 
present evil practices of transporting contraband goods by*deceit, and violence 
.will be suppressed'without effort; the numberless quarrels and litigations now 
arising therefrom at Canton, together with the crimes, of .worthless, vagrants will 
he diminished, Moreover, if the Governmental officers, the literari, and the 
military, be still restrained by regulations, and wot suffered to inhale the drug; 
and if offenders among these classes he immediately dismissed from the public 
service ; while those of the people who purchase the drug and smoke it, are .not 
at all interfered with, all will plainly see that those who indulge their depraved 
appetites are the victims of their own self-sacrificing folly, persons who are 
incapable of .ranking among the capped and belted men of distinction apd 
yeanling. And if in this >vay shame bo once, aroused, strenuous exertion and 
,sej.(‘-improvement will he the result,---for the principles of reform are founded in 
shame and remorse. Nor, as it is, truly said in the original memorial, will the 
dignity of (government he at ail, lowered by the proposed measure. Should 
your Majesty sanction the repeal, it will iti truth be attended with advantage 
both to the arrangements of the Government and the well-being of the people., 

. But in, passing regulations on the- subject,,it is of great importance that 
everything, should be maturely considered, and, that the law should be rendered 
perfect and complete,; and it is of the very first consequence that effectual 
.measures should be taken to prevent the exportation of sycee silver. If the 
regulations be jn any way incomplete, ,the,consequence will be, that in a few 
years, fresh evils will spring np and spread abroad: such is not the right way. to 
accomplish the purpose in view. We have, therefore, fully discussed .the 
subject together, and have also, in concert with the Financial and Judicial 
Commissioners, examined and considered it,in all its bearings,, and after: oft- 
repeated deliberations, have determined upon, nine! regulations, which we have 
drawn up, and of which we,present a fair copy for your Majesty’s perusal, . 
.The result of our deliberations, made in pbe*dienee to the imperial mandate,,we 
now jointly lay before the throne, humbly imploring our august Sovereign to 
instruct us if our representations be correct or not, and also to direct the 
appropriate Board to revise,them. * ; ... , 

v ..... The following are the regulations which;we have drawn up in refcrencgvtp 
the change of system called for in regard to the importation of opium, 
which we reverently present for your Majesty’s perusal. > • , , , ‘ . > 

1. The : whole amount of opium imported should be pajd for. in.mer- 
• "-mH only in barter chandize: iu this, there must .be tio deception. , The object in repealing the 
for merchandi/o. interdict on 'opium, is to prevent the loss of specie occasioned by the sale,ofthe 
drug for money, When opium is brought , in foreign vessels,, therefore, the „ 
security and senior merchants should be, held reppppsible for, thfttoUowing 
arrangements being carried into effect,: .the value of the opium te ■be,correctly 
fixed; -- 1 ..r - r -. 1 — 1 jP®** 


Nine regulations 
proposed. 


?*,$., I" ij»l- 


mqncy [mvmtTfus.. „iuc prouucuuusoi.lue ^ejesmu empire ayevnejq, aounciaut, 
and. in universal demand,; its commodities are,manifold ff&fe than those of 
foreign barbarians, so that ip an exchange of commodities,the.gain'’.end not the 
loss must he on its side. But should, it at any time.p^rcliunce occur, that the 
quantifies,imported being somewhat greater,than tMjginount of najtive.cotar* 
modifies required, on exact balance capnot be strqc$f)whiie it is jp^^sary fyh 
the foreign, ships immediately to returni; in suqbBsdi the wjiol^pount of 
duties having been paid throughJt^ eecojrity and 

moeiities; having been made, ; the surplus ppbim:i!tot; ; yei;;bart^fef|jun',' 
merchants’ wairehousqfl, and ‘$n 



. ffeth*of flfo. security'drid Torte'^ ti^eMif/taay bcie&isteredIti the office 'ofr‘ the 
l^dperintefldfettt of^CJustoihS^Then'^hcopiuirt may’ be sold as opportunities 
^ oCtar; end tfiieta thewhblte'ffiaip beeif disposed 'of, the Hong merchant and the 
;-«&fifcigmee'df the' ofiiti'hr-My > j6intry ( re{iart' i tliat it is so,-and have tjie register 
‘ cancelled.' Wheh the” foreign met'charif 'returns' to Cantotiphe may receive 
''payment for- the opium thus- sold, insomC merchantable commodity; but may 
not be allowed to.give the value a pecuniary designation, and under cover of 
Hhitf teceiVe payment "in money. : Some substantial and opulent senior merchant' 
should he strictly required to watch over tile' enforcement of these regulations. 

* And when a foreign ship’is about’leaving, the security and senior merchants 
^should sign a; bond that ishc 'carries aWay no sycec silver oil board'of licr, 

itiiib'oitd to’ be : delivered into the' hands of'Government. If they know of any 
eraridcstine purchases being ffiadeori condition of money payments, or of any 
•money being paid, they should he required immediately to report the facts, and 
/'the parties should be severely punished, and the opium confiscated and sold for 
■'Government; or,’if it have been already delivered to the purchaser,'the price 
should lie recovered from the lattrr and forfeited to Government. If the senior 
and security mcrchants be found guilty of any connivance at such offences, they 
■also should be severely punished. 

b ; - 2. The naval cruising vessels, and all the officers and men of the Custom- o N ava | officers 

■'House stations, should he required diligently to Watch (he entrances and be restricted, 
-passages of rivers; but, at the' 1 Same time, to confine their search to such 
Entrances and passages; they should hot be allowed to go out to sea-ward, and 
.under cover thereof to cause annoyance. Even though the interdict on opium 
"be repealed, there 1 is yet eause’lo fear that the mercantile people, who in their 
1 mad search for gain are, as it : were, bewitched, will still resort to foreign mer. 

■ chants (out of the port) to purchase it, so that sycce silver will continue 
secretly to ooze out. The naval cruising vessels, therefore, ahd all those wlio 

‘are attached to the Custom-House stations, should be required to ! search dili¬ 
gently and faithfully. And whenever any discovery shall be made of silver 
'being smuggled out, and the same shall be seized, and the oflbnding parties 
"apprehended,—then the whole amount of motley in such ease taken, with the 
'Value of the smuggling boat; should be given as a reward to the captors, in 
“/Order to-encourage their exertions, and thus to destroy smuggling. But'if 
sycec silver be exported, theie,is necessarily a'place where, arid a way by which, 
it is carried out: that place; must be near the foreign factories; the way must 
be through the important passages and entrances of rivers. It is only needful 
■then to watch faithfully’at "such places; for by so doing, the export of silver 
.sbiay be stopped without any trouble. But if the smugglers once get out into the 
"•Open roads, they soon spread themselves abroad in various directions, and leave 
flo trace by which to find them. If the soldiers, or vagabonds feigning to be 
soldiers, frame pretexts lor cruising about in search of them, not only can they 
effect no good, but they may also give occasion to disturbances, atleuded with 
k dvil Consequences of tio trivial character. They should, therefore, be strictly 
: prohibited'ad dbirig, :; . " { ’ : ' 

3. In regard to foreign'rfloney, the old regulation, allowing three-tenths to 3. Amount of spe 
bff exported, should be continued ; and, to prevent any fraud, a true account of <ae to be exported, 
the money imported : shoufd be given (by each ship) on arrival. Formerly, much /? 

, foreign money waif brought to Canton in the foreign ships; in order to purchase 
commodities in 'excess of those obtained by barter, and to pay the necessary v 

• Expenses of the vessel on her return. Whenever the imported goods Were in 

larger qutuitl'iy than thdsl exported, there was then a surplus of foreign money, 
of whitir-it “would riot have been reasonable, under such circumstances, to pro¬ 
hibit there-exportation.y In the 23rd year’of Keaking (1818), the then Super¬ 
intendent of Maritime CustOrt^^^^ the barbarians took away 

foreign-moliey Without ahyilfoit''or restriction, addressed a communication to 
the then Governor of this' Province, YuCn, iiiconsequence of which it was 
decided ter limit the exportation by each'vessel to three-tenths (of tiie surplus of 

.'import), tqf'be. lent to any other foreigner to enable him 

■ to pureha^igobds, td pay’the' Vlnties', fke. This has continued to be the rule 
down tp -thf)preserttttitne. Nd^'itis'probable, ljiat sometimes, when .opium is 
iiiipdrt^iffmot^ry ltirgje'qiisthHtifefciittoncy will also be imported with it, for 
-^pidpBsCAlfo'Jrricd'of'ladds-in excess offwbat may be purchased 
,,iti Huffi'Bsai' W conform'to the existing regulation. 



4. Sale of opium, 
how to bo regulated. 


5. Duties to be 
levied. 


6; Apricc not to be 


vlfiC 


But the amount of foreign money so imported in foreign ships may vary consi-* 
derably. if the balance be 100,000 dollars* or upwards, it will then be very well 
to permit the exportation of 30,000; but if the balance should exceed 200,000 
dollars, a further limit to the permission to re-export becomes necessary. We 
deem it our duty, therefore, to request, that hereafter when the surplus of'^ilver 
imported, does not considerably exceed 100,000, permission be still given to re¬ 
export three-tenths of that surplus; but if it amounts to 200,000 dollars, 
whether the merchandize bought with il consist of opium, or of any other goods, 
that the permission to re-export in that case oe limited to iiO.OOO on each 
ship. This amount should not be exceeded.. With respect to the examination 
and report made by the security merchant, on a ship’s arrival, of the total! 
amount of silver imported by her, this examination and report should still, be, 
required, in order that, the expenditure of the vessel having been deducted there¬ 
from, the proportion to be re-exported may be accurately calculated. A senior 
merchant also should he required faithfully to join the security merchant in the 
investigation. If the officers of the customs make feigned examinations and 
false reports, they should he subjected to severe punishment; and if the senior 
and oilier merchants connive at any illegality, they also should he punished. 

*1. The traffic in opium must he conducted on the same principle as the 
traffic in foreign commodities; it is unnecessary to place it under a separate 
department. The first principle of commerce is, to adopt those measures which 
will yield the greatest possible amount of gain. Bach one has his own method 
of doing this, and what one rejects another may seek for ; nor is it possible to 
bring all to one opinion' Now if the importation of opium he permitted, as 
formerly, and it becomes an article of commerce, as a medicinal drug, the traffic 
in it will in no wise differ from the traffic in other articles of commerce; and if 
a special department he created for it, there is reason to fear that monopolizing 
and underhand practices will gradually result therefrom. It is right, therefore, 
to let the foreign merchants make their own election, ami engage what Hong 
merchants they will to pass their cargoes at the Custom-House, and pay their 
duties for them. To establish one general department for the purpose is unne¬ 
cessary. By this arrangement, crafty individuals may he prevented from taking 
advantage and extorting exorbitant profits, and .benefit may accrue to both the 
foreign and the llong merchants. 

.j. The amount of duties should he continued the same as formerly: no 
increa>e is called for; and all extortionate demands, and illegal lees, should be 
interdicted. In the Tariff of Maritime Customs for Canton, opium is rated at 
a duty of three tads per hundred catties ; to which we must add ten per cent, or 
three mace, for loss in melting; and as pcculage fee, and fee per package, ., 
according to the report formerly made of public and legal tees, eight candaveens. 
and six cash. Although there are three kinds of opium, the “ black earth,” the 
“ white skinned,” and the “red skinned,” differing in value, \ ct the duty per 
catty may be the same on all. These arrangements are made on the principle, 
that if the duty he heavy it will he evaded, and smuggling will ensue, whereas 
if it he light, all will prefer security to smuggling; and that if a fixed charge he. 
imposed, the officers of the customs will be unnbtft to intermeddle. The same, 
clear views were entertained by our predecessors, when they established these 
regulations; and it will he well to conform to the amount of duty fixed by them 
without any addition. But there is reason to fear that when the prohibitions 
are first taken off, the servants of the Custom-House, hunting for petty gains, 
may, under various pretexts, lay on illegal fees, making heavy bv their.exactions 
what as a legal duty is light; and thereby losing sight of the principle tjiat they 
are to show kindness to men from afar. If this take place, the natural result 
■ too will be, that the means of legal importation will he avoided, aj)cjl contri¬ 
vances lo import clandestinely will b'e resorted to. Perspicuous and strict pro¬ 
clamations should therefore be issued, making it generally known, that, beyond 
the real duty, not the smallest fraction is to he exacted ; and that offenders shall 
he answerable to the law against extortionate underlings receiving money under 
false pretexts, = 

ffi No price should be fixed on the drug. It is a:' settled principle of coni- 
mercy, that when prices are very low, there is a tendency to rise ; .^d When 
high, a tendency to fall. Prices then depend on the supply that is. pji;^COi|tble 
of any article, and the demand that exists for it in the market ; t^e^ahnfit he 


limited by enactments to any fixed rate. 


Now, though 

bar"'.. 


opium 




^repealed, it will not be a possible tiling to force men wlio buy at u high price, 
to sell at a cheap one. Besides, it is. common to men to prize things of high 
value, and to underrate those of less worth. When, therefore, opium was 
severely interdicted, and -classed among rarities, every one had an opportunity 
to indulge in over-reaching desires of gain; but when once the interdicts are 
withdrawn, and opium universally admitted, it will become a common medicinal 
drug, easily to be obtained. 

The gem,—when in the casket, prized, 

When common, is despised! 

So the price of opium, if left to itself, will fall from day to day; whereas, if rated 
at a fixed value, great difficulty will be found in procuring it at the price at 
Which it is rated. 4t is reasonable and right, therefore, to leave' the price to 
fluctuate, according to the circumstances of the times, and not to fix any rate. 

7. All coasting vessels of every province, when carrying opium, should be 7. licpmlaticns oi 
required to have sealed manifests from the Custom-House of Canton. Bv the dm coasting trade 
existing regulations of commerce, all commanders of coasting vessels, without 
exception, are required, whenever they have purchased any foreign cowls, to 
apply at the chief Custom-House at. Canton and obtain a sealed manifest, stating 
the amount of each kind of goods, so as to prevent any clandestine purchases. 

They arc also to he provided from thence with a communication addressed to 
the authorities in every province and "at all sea-ports, calling on them to search 
closely ; and if they find any foreign goods, not having the stamp of (he Canton 
Custom-House on them, lo regard such goods as smuggled, to try the offenders 
according to law, and to confiscate both vessel and cargo. The law on this 
point is most precise. Now when the interdict on opium is repealed, it will 
become an article of ordinary traffic, like any other foreign commodity, and 
subject therefore to the same regulations. All commanders of coasting vessels, 
wishing to purchase opium, should ihcrefore be required to report their wishes to 
the Hong merchants, briugiug goods to barter for it, and should then apply at 
the Custom-House for a manifest and for a communication from the Superin¬ 
tendent of Customs to the authorities in all the provinces aforesaid. Thus there 
being documents for reference, both in this and the soa-'onaj'il provinces, the 
native coasting vessels may be prevented from having any clandestine dealings 
with Urn foreign ships at sea, and from smuggling away silver, 

8- The strict prohibitions existing against the cultivation of the poppy, 8. The poppy na 
among the people, may be m some measure relaxed. Opium possesses soothing f>'' cultivated, 
properties, but is powerful in its effects. Its soothing properties render it a 
luxury, greatly esteemed ; but its powerful effects are such as readily to induce 
disease. The accounts given of the manner in which it is prepared among the 
foreigners are various; but in all probability it is not unmixed with things of 
poisonous quality. It is said that, of late yeais, it has been clandestinely prepared 
by natives, by boiling clown the juicy matter from the poppy ; and that thus 
prepared, it possesses milder properties, and is less injurious, without lusing its 
soothing influence. To shut out the importation of it by foreigners, there is no 
better plan than to sanction the cultivation’and preparation 6f it in the empire. 

It would seem right, therefore, to relax, in some measure, the existing severe 
prohibitions, and to dispense with the close scrutiny now called for to hinder its 
cultivation. If it be apprehended, that the simple people may leave the stem 
, and stay of life to amuse themselves with the twigs and branches, thereby ■’ 
injuring the interests of agriculture, it is only necessary to issue perspicuous 
orders, requiring them to coniine the cultivation of the poppy to the tops of 
' hills and’ mounds, and other unoccupied spots of ground, and on no account 
to introduce it into their grain-fields, to the injury of that on which their 
subsistence depends. 

9. AH officers, scholars, .and soldiers should be strictly prohibited and 9 . Qffiews “qot to 
disallowed the smoking of opium. We find in the original memorial of Mnokoepium.- ^ 
Heu-Naetse, the Vice-President of the Sacrificial Court, the following observa- ; 

tions: " It will bc./ound on examination, that the smokers of opium are idle, 
lazy vagrants, having no useful purpose before them. And though some 
smokers are to be found who have overstepped the threshold of age, jet they do 
not attain to the long life of other inen l But new births daily increase the popu¬ 
lation of the empire, and there is no cause to apprehend a diminution therein. 

I^ith legail'-^p^jjers, civil and military, and to the scholars and fomnjda 



m 

soldiers, the first are called or toTuffil, (he,duties qfthete raqkand pitgnd,ta the 
public good ; the others, to.;qultivato,.their*talents ap h^cqipe ; gt .for .pufiljct 
usefulness. None of them,,therefor^ .should* he .permitted to . contract a prfiq* . 
ticCso bad, or to walk m,p path which will,poly lead to the..utterwaste 
gftheir time and destruction of their property”.,;.If. (he laws Jbgrender^! pyer, 
strict, then offenders, i^.order to, escape, the penalty, will bc,t<impted to screen 
one another. This, assuredly, is! not then .so gopd a plan,as to relays the pro*/, 
hibitions, and act upon men’s feeling of shame and sell-condemnation. In the.. 
latter case, gradual reformation may be expected as the result of conviction,,, 
I fence the original memorial also alludes to a reformation .noiselessly effected. 
The suggestions therein contained are worthy of regard and of adoption. Hereafter;, 
no attention shall be paid to the purchase and use of oplun,t among the people. 
But if officers, civil or military, scholars, or common soldiers, secretly, purchase 
and smoke the drug, they should be immediately degraded aud dismissed, as 
standing warnings to all who will not arouse and renovate themselves. Orders, 
to this effect should be promulgated in all the provinces, and strictly enjoined 
in every civil and military office, by the superiors,on their subordinates, 
to he faithfully obeyed by every one. And all who, paying apparent obedience,;, 
secretly transgress this interdict, should he delivered over by the high pro- 
vincial authorities to the Civil or Military Board, to be subjected to severe ,,< 
investigation. 
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Memorial from the Councillor Choo-T.wn to the Emperor, uguinst the admission 

of Opium. 

October, 1836. 

CI100-TSUN, Member of the. Council and of the Board of Rites, kneeling,' 
presents the following memorial, wherein he suggests the propriety of increasing 
the severity of certain prohibitory enactments, with a view to maintain the 
dignity of the laws, and to remove a great evil from among the people: to this 
end he respectfully states his views on the subject, and earnestly entreats His 
■Sacred Majesty to cast a glance thereon. 

I would humbly point mut, that wherever an evil exists, it should be at * 
once removed; and that the laws should never he suffered to tall into desuetude. >" 
Our Government having'received-from heaven the gift of peace, has transmitted 
it for two centuries: this has afforded opportunity for the removal of evils from’*; 
among the people. For governing 1 the Central nation, and for holding in sii|i$.' 
mission ail the surrounding barbarians, rules exist perfect in their nature, and 1 - 
well fitted to attain their end. And in regard to opiunv special enactments 
were passed for the prohibitionof its use in the first yearofiveaking (17%)*; jfnd-i 
since them memorials'presented at various successive periods; have given riflO tO^ 1 
additional prohibitions, all whidi have been inserted in the code anil the several^ 
tariff's. The laws,'then, relating thereto are not wanting in severity; but' there &. 
are those in office who, for want of energy,'fail to Carry them into •exectttibn. 'f 
Hence the people’s minds gradually become callous; and base desires springing '* 
up among them, iperease day'by day ahd month by month,:>tilt> their rank 5 *? 
luxuriance lias spread over the whole empire, r Thesd-nmsopne weeds having^ 
been long neglected, it has become impossible lo eradicate. ■ And those 1o ivhorn^- 
this duty is intrusted are, as if hand-bound, wholly at a loss what4» dbi : ' 

When the foreign $hips.convey opium-to the coast,it is impbssiWjiforthefnfJ 
to sell it by retail. ’ Hence there are at'Canton,' in' the provincial 'am brokers, 
named ‘ inciters.’..These engage -mflncy.diaivgers to.aifnngetl«'pm , l with the** 
foreigners, mid; to. obtain orders for them; ttitli whidh-otdriMrthe^jn'bcced to-'* 
the receiving ships, and there? tlih'vile drug is'deWmf to th«ft. r t' : Th}s'part of'i 
the'transaction is notorious, and tlie actors in it ardiicasilydisCoVcrablev -Thp-i 
boats which carry the drug, and which are railed “ fast-crabs,V and “ scradtWl^*?* 
dragons,” armalt well.furnished with guas and othqi , ^f.a!pdn^ and ,pty their^ars 
as*,swiftly as.: though they were .wi'ngsfi: ThHr.’;ciiewsH)*vb'allithe=fqv'eri)ea^^td 
“Si&mRtioh and audacity of piratesvi i Sbjill sochofirtba bobafered 
enrjtandmg seas according toitheit of shall 

‘ ‘ without;investigation^}. oi ow-w*/■*$' 



^'ttd late Governor Loo LWltig tift'fine oceasioh sent tHe Coifatnodorc Tsitt IWihiffly of pre- 
YtHchang to cooperate with Teen Po6, the magistrate ofTIeangshan, those venting it. 
officers seized a vessel belonging to Lcang Heennce, which was carrying opium, 
add out of her they took 14,000 catties of the drug. Punishment'also vfas 
inflicterlton the criminals Yaoukew and Owkwan, both of them opium-brokers. - 
Hence it is apparent, that, if the great officers in charge of the provinces 
do in truth show an example to their civil and military subordinates, and 
if these do in sincerity search for the drug, and faithfully'seize it when found, 
apprehending‘the most criminal, and Minting upon them severe punishment, it' 
is, in this case, not impossible to attain the desired end. And if the officers are 
indeed active and strenuous in their exertions, and make a point of inflicting 1 
punishment on offenders, will the people, however perverse and obstinate they 
may be, really continue fearless of the laws? No. The thing to be lamented 
is, instability in maintaining the laws—the vigorous execution thereof being 
often and suddenly exchanged for indolent laxity. 

It has been represented, that advantage is taken of the laws against opium, Occasional abuse uf 
my extortionate underlings and worthless vagrants, to benefit themselves. Is it the laws, no aoju- 
Tiot known, then, that where the Government enacts a law there is necessarily "v" 4 tlim - 
an infraction of that law? And though the law should sometimes he relaxed anti 
become ineffectual, vet surely it should not on that account he abolished; any 
more than we would altogether cease to-eat because of diseased stoppage 'of the 
throat. When have not prostitution, gambling, treason, robbery, and such like 
infractions of the laws, afforded occasions for extortionate underlings and worth¬ 
less vagrants to benefit themselves, and by falsehood and bribery to amass 
wealth ? Of these there have been frequent instances; and as any instance is 
discovered, punishment is inflicted, Hut none surely would contend that the 
law, because in such instances rendered ineffectual, should therefore be 
abrogated! The laws that forbid the people to do wrong may he likened to the 
dykes which prevent the overflowing of water. If any One, then, urging that 
the dykes are very old, and therefore useless, should have them thrown down, 
wlwt words could express the consequences of the impetuous rush and all- 
destroying overflow! Yet the provincials, when discussing the suljjcct of opium, 
being perplexed and bewildered By it, think that a prohibition which does not 
utterly prohibit, is better than one which does not effectually prevent, the 
importation of the drug. Day’and night I have meditated on this, and can in > . .. 

truth see no. wisdom in the opinion. 

It is said that the opium should be admitted, subject to a duty, the Impropriety of sane- 
importers being required to give it into the hands of the Hong merchants, in 
barter only for merchandize, without being allowed to sell it for money. And ' nga w •’ 

this is proposed as a means of preventing money secretly ooziug out of the 
country. But tire English, by whom opium is sold, have been driven out to 
LijJtin so long since as the first year of Taoukwang (1S21), when the then 
Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse discovered and punished the warehouses 
of, opium: so long have they been expelled, nor have they ever since imported 
it into Macao. Having once suppressed the trade and driven them away, shall 
we now again call upon them anil invite them to return ? This would be, 
indeed, a derogation from, the true dignity of Government. As to the proposi- . 
tion to give tea in exchange, and entirely to prohibit the exportation of even 
foreign silver, I apprehend that, if the tea should not be found sufficient, money . 
will still be given in exchange for the drug. Besides, if it is in our power to 
prevent the exportation of dollars, why not also to prevent the importation of 
opium ? And if we can but prevent the importation of opium, the exportation 
of dollars will then eeaso of itself, and the two offences will both at once he 
stopped, Moreover, is it not better, by continuing the old enactments, to find 
even a partial remedy for the evil, than by a change of the laws to increase the 
importation still further? As to levying a duty on opium, the thing sounds so 
awkwardly, and reads so unbeseemingly, that such a duty ought surely not to 
be levied. i 

, Again, it is said that the prohibitions against the planting of the poppy by impolicy of »nc. 
natives should be relaxed; and that the direct consequences will be daily tioning the growth 
diminution of the profits of foreigner^ and in course of time, the entire ces- ? fthe P°PPy- Jp 19 
sation of the trade Without the aid of prohibitions. Is it, then, forgotten that popped 

it is natural to the common people to prize things heard of only by the ear, q. JfTi-; 
and to undervalue .those which are before their eyes,—to pass by those things 1 

.‘ ''- Z 




which ire near at hand, and to seek after those which are afar off,-—anrl, though 
they have a thing in their own land, yef to esteem more highly such as comes 
to,them from beyond the seas'? Thus, in Keangsoo, Chckeang, Fuhkeen, and 
Kwangtung, they will not quietly be guided by the laws of the Empire, but 
must needs make use of foreign money: and this foreign money, though of au 
inferior standard, js nevertheless exchanged by them at a higher rate than the 
native sycee silver, Which is pure. And although money is cast in China after 
exactly the same pattern, under the names of Keangsoo pieces, Fuhkeen pieces, 
and native or Canton pieces, yet this money has not been able to gain currency 
among the people. Thus, also, the silk and cotton goods of China are not 
sufficient in quantity; and Vet the broadcloths, and camlets, and cotton goods, 
of the barbarians from beyond the pale of the Empire aro in constant request. 
Taking men generally, the minds of all arc equally uneulightened in this 
respect., so that all men prize what is strange, and undervalue whatever is in 
ordinary use. 

The outgoing of From Fuhkeen, Kwangtung, Chckeang, Shantung, Yunnan, and Kweichow, 
money not hindeiwt memorials have been presented by the Censors and other officers, requesting 
thereby. that prohibitions should be enacted against the cultivation of the poppy, aud 

against the preparation of opium; hut while nominally prohibited, the culti¬ 
vation of it has not been really stopped in those places. Of any of those 
provinces, except Yunnan, I do not, presume to speak; but of-that portion, 
of the country I have it in my power to say, that the poppy is culti¬ 
vated all over the hills and the open campaign, and that the quantity of 
opium annually produced there cannot he less than several thousand chests. 
And yet we do not. see any diminution in the quantity of silver exported, as 
compared with any previous period ; while, on the other hand, the lack of the 
metal in Yunnan is double in degree what it formerly was. To what cause, is 


this to he ascribed? To what but that the consumers of the drug are very 
many, and that those who are choice and dainty, with regard to its quality, 
prefer always the foreign article ? 


And the cultivation Those of your Majesty’s advisers w ho compare the drug to the dried leal 
of grain, &<•., will of the tobacep plant are in error. The tobacco leaf does not destroy the 
be injured by it. human constitution. The profit, too arising'from the sale of tobacco is small, 
while that arising from opium is large. Besides, tobacco may be cultivated on 


hare and barren ground, while the poppy needs a rich and fertile soil. If all 
the rich and fertile ground he used for planting the poppy, and if the people, 
hoping for a large prolit therefrom, madly engage in its cultivation, where will 
flax and the mulberry tree he cultivated, or wheat and rye he planted? To 
draw off in this way the waters of the great fountain, requisite for the pro¬ 
duction of food and raiment, and to lavish them upon the root whence calamity 
and disaster spring forth, is an error which may be compared to that of a 
physician, who, when treating a mere external disease, should drive it inwards 


to the heart and centre of the body. It may in such a case be found impossible 
even to preserve life. And shall the tine fields of Kwangtung, that produce 
their three crops every year, he given up for the cultivation of this noxious 
weed,—those fields in comparison with which the unequal soil of all other parts 
of the Empire is not even to be mentioned ? 


The corruption and To sum up the matter, the wide-spreading and baneful influence of opium, 
peoplc^wc the chief w * ien re S art kd simply as injurious to property, is of inferior importance; but 
. objections against when regarded as hurtful to the people, it demands most anxious consideration: 
opium. for in the people lies the very foundation of the empire. Praparty, it is true, is 

that on which the subsistence of the people depends. Yet a deficiency of it 
may be supplied, and an impoverished people improved; whereas it is beyond 
the power of any artificial means, to save a people enervated by luxury. In the 
*'■ history of Formosa we find .the following passageOpium was first produced 
in Kaoutsinne, which by some is said to he the same as Kalapa (or Batavia). 
The natives of this place were at the first sprightly and active, and being good 
soldiers, were always successful in battle. But the people called H uBg -maou 
(Red-haired) came thither, and having manufactured opium, seduced some of 
the natives into the habit of smoking it; from these the mania for it rapidly 
: spread throughout the whole nation;,so that, in process of time,the natives 

became feeble and enervated, submitted to the foreign rule, and ultimately were 

(Meet rfits Import , f T )m ^ etel - Y subjugated." Now the English are of the race of foreigners' nailed 
ters. ‘ Hung-maou. In introducing opium into thia cpuntry, their purpoae lias been 
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to weaken and enfeeble the Central Empire, If not early aroused to a sense of 
Our danger, we shall find ourselves, ere long, on the last step towards .ruin. 

The repeated instances, within a* few years, of the barbarians in question 
having assumed an attitude of outrageous disobedience; and the stealthy 
entrance of their ships into tire provinces of Fuhkeen, Chekeang, Keangnan, 
and Sl^intung, and even to Tecntsin,—to what motive arc these" to be attri¬ 
buted? 1 am truly unable to answer tlie inquiry. But, reverently perusing 
the sacred instructions of your Majesty’s all-wise progenitor, surnamed the 
Benevolent [Kanglie], 1 find the-following remark by him, dated the I Oth 
month of the 55th year of his reign (1717):—“ There is cause for apprehension, 
lest, in centuries or millenniums to come, China may be endangered, by collision 
with the various nations of the West, who come hither from beyond the seas.” 

I look upwards and admiringly contemplate the gracious consideration of that 
all-wise progenitor, in taking thought for the concerns of barbarians beyond the 
empire, and giving the distant future a place in his divine and all-pervading 
foresight. And now, within a period of two centuries, we actually see the 
commencement of that danger which he apprehended. Though il is not prac¬ 
ticable to put a sudden and entire stop to their commercial intercourse; vet the 
danger should be duly considered and provided against ; the ports of the several 
provinces should he guarded with all strictness; and some chastisement should 
be administered, as a warning and foretaste of what may be anticipated. 

Under date of the 2.3rd year of Kecking (1818), your Majesty’s benevolent Policy tobeadopta 
predecessor, surnamed the Profound, directing the (iovernor of Canton to adopt Awards diem, 
measures to eontronl and restrain the barbarians, addressed him in the following 
terms: “ 'Hie empire, in ruling and restraining the barbarians beyond its 
boundaries, gives to them always fixed rules and regulations. Upon those who 
arc obedient, it, lavishes its rich favours; but to the rebellious and disobedient 
it displays its terrors. Inspecting the English trade at Canton, and the 
anchorage grounds of their merchant-ships and of their naval convoys, regula¬ 
tions have long since been made. If the people aforesaid, will not obey these 
regulations, and will persist in opposition to the prohibitory enactments, the 
first step to be taken is, to impress earnestly upon them the plain commands 
of Government, and to display before them alike both the favours and the 
terrors of the empire, in order M eradicate from their minds afl their covetous 
and ambitious schemes. If, notwithstanding, they dare, to continue in violent 
and outrageous opposition, iftid presume to pass over the allotted hounds, 
forbearance must then cease, and a thundering tire from our cannon must be 
opened upon them, to make them quake before the terror of our arms. In 
short, the principle on which the 1 far-travelled strangers are to be cherished ’ is 
tins: always, in the first instance, to employ reason as the weapon whereby to 
conquer them ; and on no account to assume a violent and vehement deport¬ 
ment towards them; but when ultimately it becomes necessary to resort to 
military force, then, on the other hand, never to employ it in a weak and 
indecisive manner, lest those towards whom it is exercised should see therein 
■• no cause for fear or dread.” How clear and luminous are these admonitions, 

:■ well fitted to boeome a rule tq all generations! 

Since your Majesty’s accession to the throne, the maxim of your illustrious Ruin caused in ti 
house, that ‘ horsemanship and archery are the foundations of its existence,’ ann - y **>’ 0 P laIn • 

>, jhas ever been carefully remembered. And hence the Governors, the Lieutenant¬ 
s-Governors, the Commanders of their Forces, and their subordinates, have again 
■ and again been directed to pay the strictest attention to the discipline andexereise 
cof the troops, r ,d of the naval forces; and have been urged and required to 
1 create by their exertions strong and powerful legions. With admiration I 
contemplate my sacred Sovereign’s anxious care for imparting a military, as well 
as a civil: education, prompted as this anxiety is by the desire to establish on a 
firm basis the'foundations of the empire, and to hold in awe the barbarians on 
every side. But while the stream of importation of opium is not turned aside,, 
it is impossible to attain any certainty that none within the camp do ever 
secretly inhale tins drug. And if* the camp be once contaminated by it, the 
?baneful influence will work its way, and the habit will be contracted beyond the 
'"power of reform. When the periodical times of desire for it come round, how 
: caxi the.victims—their legs tottering, their hands trembling, their eyes flowing 
■with child-like tears—be able in any way to attend to their proper exercises ? 

■ Or how can such men form strong and powerful legions ? Under these circum- 
■ ,r< vij-e * '*> iw ifetota z 2 

. a?--. 



tunces, The.-military will: becomeiilikc unfit to advance to the fight,'or iri'a 
s etrcat,to defend their posts.' ■ Qfithis thfjre is clear 1 proof in the instance of the 
campaign:against the. Yaoii- rebels; in the 12th year of our Sovereign’s reign 
(1832). In the army sent: to Leencliow, on that occasion, great . numbers'of 
the soldiers were opium-smokers; so that although their numerical force was 
large, there was hardly any strength to be; found among them. b *• 

Impossibility of It is said, indeed, that when repealing the prohibitions, the people only are 
stopping this, ox- to be allowed to deal.in and smoke the drug; and that none of the officers, the 
co.pt by utter prohi- g( .] u ,]; irSi and the military, arc to be allowed this liberty. But- this is bad 
ltl0n ' casuistry, ft is equal to the popular proverb, “ shut a woman’s ears before you 

steal her ear-rings”—an absurdity. The officers, with all the scholars.and 
the military, do not amount in number to more than one-tenth of the whole 
population of the empire; and the other nine-tenths arc all tiib common people. 
The great' majority of those who at present smoke opium arc the relatives and 
dependents of the officers of Government, whose example has extended the 
practice to the mercantile classes, and has gradually contaminated the inferior 
officers, the military, and the scholars. Those who do not smoke are the 
common people of the villages and hamlets. If, then, the officers, the scholars, 
and the military, alone, be prohibited smoking opium, while all the people are 
permitted to deal in and smoke it, this will be to give a lull license to those 
of the people who already indulge in it, and to induce those who have never yet 
indulged in the habit to do so. And if it is even now to be feared that some 
will continue smokers in spite of all prohibitions, is it to be hoped that any will 
refrain when they are actually induced by the Government to indulge in it ? 

Besides, if the people he at liberty to smoke opium, how shall the officers, 
the scholars, and the military be prevented? What! of the officers, the 
scholars, and the military, are there any that are born in civil or military 
situations, or that are bom scholars, or soldiers? All certainly are raised up 
from the level of the common people. To take an instance: let a vacancy 
occur in a body of soldiers ; it must necessarily be filled up by recruits from 
among the people. But the great majority of recruits are men of no character 
or respectability, and, if while they were among the common people they were 
smokers of opium, by what bands of law sha(l they be restrained when they 
become soldiers, after the habit has been already contracted, and has so taken 
hold of them that it is beyond their power to brepk it off? Such a policy was 
that referred to by Mencius, when he spoke of “ entrapping the people." And 
if the officers, the scholars, and the military, smoke the drug in the quiet of 
their own families, by what means is this to be discovered or prevented? 
Should, an officer be unable to restrain himself, shall then his clerks, his 
followers, his domestic servants, have it in their power to make his failing their 
play-tliing, and by the knowledge of his secret to hold his situation at their 
disposal? We dread falsehood and bribery, and yet we would thus widen the 
door to admit them. We are anxious to prevent the amassing of wealth by 
unlawful means, and yet by this policy we would ourselves increase opportu¬ 
nities for doing so. A father, in such a case, would no longer be able to 
reprove his son, an elder brother to restrain' his junior, nor a master to rule his 
own household. 'Will not this policy, then, he every way calculated to stir up 
strife? Or if happily the tiling should not run to this extreme, the conse¬ 
quences will,yet be equally bad r secret enticement and mutual connivance will 
ensue, until the very commonness of the practice shall render it no longer a 
subject of surprise. From this I conclude, that to.permit the people to dealitt 
the drug and smoke it, at the game time that, the officers, the scholars, and the 
. military, are to be prohibited the use, of it, will be found toube -fraught with' 

. difficulties,.. . , ... ; ■ ;; n ■ • . ■ r m ! ' 

Present state <rf : l.... At the present .moment, throughout the empire,, the minds of men are in 
morals among tlwimminent danger; the more foolish, being seduced by teachers of false 
. U» lowest "doctrines, are sunk .in vain superstitions' and.cannot.be aroused:; andthe more 

■ l '' intelligent, being intoxicated, by opium, are carried away as 1 by a whirlpool,’-and 11 

are beyond recovery,. Most thoughtfully* have 1 sought Tor some plats ,bf> 
i which to grouse and awaken all, hut in vain, While, ’ however* the empire' 
preserves and maintains its laws, the plain and honest .rustic will see wha$W 
lias to fear, and will he deterred, from evil; and, the man of intelligence:and': 
cultivated habits will learn, what is wrong in himself, and will retrain from i&i 
And thus, though .the, laws be declared by some top be hut wtotepaper;yet{ 
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/{ these,their unseen effects mil be 6fmoc trifling nature.? If, on the other ham], 

:i the jproliibitie!ns ; be.su(ideHly(;repeale4 .'and the action which was a crime be no 
Jonger, counted such.bys.thegovernment, how shall the dull clown and the mean 
among the people know, that the, action is still in itself wrong ? Ii) open .day, 
and with unblushing frtmtfithey. wilh continue to use opium till they shall be¬ 
come So accustomed to it,, that eventually they will find it as indispensable as 
their, daily,,meat and drink, and will unhide the noxious drug with perfect 
indifference. When shame shall thus!be entirely destroyed, and fear removed 
wholly out of the way, the evil consequences that will result to morality and to 
the minds of men, will assuredly be neither few nor unimportant. As your 
Majesty’s Minister, I know that’.the,laws of the empire, being in their existing 
St^te well titled to effect , their end, , will not for any slight cause be changed. 

But. the proposal to alter the. law on this .subject having been made and dis¬ 
cussed in the provinces, the instant effect has been, that crafty thieves and 
villains have on all bands begun to raise their heads and open their eyes, 
gazing about, and,pointing the finger, under the notion that, when oh'ce these 
prohibitions are repealed, thenceforth and for ever they may regard themselves 
free from every restraint, and from every cause of fear. 

Though possessing very poor abilities, l have nevertheless had the happi- Conclusion, 
ness to enjoy-the favour of your sacred Majesty, and have, within a space of Measures rccoi 
but few years, been raised through the several grades of the Censorate, and the mcndeii ' 
Presidency of. various courts in the metropolis, to the high elevation of a seat 
in the Inner Council. I have been copiously embuccl with the r : ch dew of 
favours; yet have been unable to offer the feeblest token of gratitude; hut if 
there is aught within the compass of my knowledge, I dare not to pass it by 
unnoticed. I feel it my duty 1o request that your Majesty’s commands may be 
proclaimed to the Governors and Lieutenant-Governors of all the provinces, 
requiring them to direct the local officers to redouble their efforts for the 
enforcement of the existing prohibition [against opium] ; and to impress on 
every one, in the plainest and strictest manner, that all who are already con¬ 
taminated by the vile, habit must return and become new men,—that if any 
continue to walk in their, former courses, strangers to repentance and to 
reformation, they shall assuredly be subjected to the full penalty of the law, 
and shall not meet with the least indulgence,—and that on any found guilty of 
storing up or selling opium to,the amount of 1.000 catties or upwards, the most 
severe punishment shall he inflicted. Thus happily the minds of men may be 
impressed with fear, and the report thereof, spreading over the seas (among 
foreigners), may even there produce reformation. Submitting to my Sovereign 
mv feeble, and obscure views, I prostrate implore your sacred Majesty to cast a 
glance on this my respectful memorial. 


Jmdpsure 6 in No. 90.' . 

Memorial from the SuhQqnsorc Heu*Kw, against the admission of Opium. 

, . l i 

,• ., i , October, 183(1. 

- HEU-KEW,Sub-Censor over -the Military Department, kneeling, . Preamble,,, 4 
presents this memorial, 'to point ; out the increasing craftiness exercised by 
foreigners from, beyOnd the fceasy in : their pursuit of'gain, and the daily 
diminution of the .resourcedoff the ehtpire • oh which'subjects he respectfully 
offers liip views, anil requestsThrit the Imperial pleasure may he declared to the 
Ministers of the Court, commanding them maturely to consider what means 
shall be-adopted to^tay th&gmdttal efflux; if 'money, "and to enrich the national a. 
resources.tVe v : . <! '* ■ ' ‘V.ft . _ . .. n 

Ouf-dynasty has cherished 1 and nurttired thb people in peace and prosperity PaScritaearcUy]^ 
for. two centuries. Withitt-tlfe four , sbas, wealth arid opulence have reigned r increased value t 
amt the Central Etfipire has been enabled front her own resources to supply, her s ’| Vcr ' 
owu.necessities. J' Wektward^io tte-heW territory of Turkestan, and southward," v 
to ^tmham:and>KwaOgtUng, th^re'ik nbt a place Whither her merchants may not; 
g^;;j'nor<*jS^ot.whereher treasures, of ; sily0r ! do'not circulate. In the reign.‘;of 
Esen.latsg’.ihtr'ti^aisulfy'Wati Stbobtidingi'arid even thq cottage of the 

prire silver then always passed' 
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far 1000 of the standard coin, an equal amount of fine silver now costs from 
1400 to 1500 of the same coin. And this firie silver is daily lessening in quan¬ 
tity, and the price still rising from day to day, so that for want of it the officers 
of Government and the people are both alike ‘crippled. Some, in discussing 
this subject) represent that the change arises from the daily multiplication of 
births, in consequence of which money is daily more distributed, so that/every 
day renders it. in a greater degree inadequate. They forget that, if distributed 
True cauFo cf this Hver l-hiua alone, it' may after distribution be rc-galliered. But the true cause 
—its exportation, why silver has of late daily diminished in quantity is, that, having been clandes¬ 
tinely carried out beyond the seas, it lias been impossible to gather it in again 
from the places of its distribution. 

Which is occasioned According to the information that 1 have obtained, the sale of opium is the 

chiefly by the opium c ],j e f medium through which money is drained off, and carried beyond the seas. 

In the first year of Keating, the opium sold by foreigners in Kwangtung did 
not exceed a few hundred chests. The number has now increased to upwards 
of 20,000 chests. These include three distinct kinds, the “ black-earth,” the 
“white-skinned,” and the “ red-skinned.” The price of each chest is from 
800 to 900 dollars for the best, and from 500 to GOO for the inferior quality. 
This applies to what is sold in the province of Kwangtung. With regard to the 
other provinces, the vessels of which carry on illicit traffic with the receiving 
ships at Lintin,it is difficult to obtain any full and complete statement respecting 
them. 

Animal loss to the The amount annually lost to the country is about ten and some odd mil- 
couutry. lions of money. The money thus lost was, at first, the foreign money where¬ 

with foreigners had previously purchased goods; now it is entirely the fine silver 
of the inner land, cast info a different form at Macao. Formerly the foreigners 
imported money, to purchase the merchandize of the country; hut now it has 
all been carried" back. In the first instance it was their practice to recast the 
foreign money, fearing lest any discovery should be made ol’ their transactions; 
hut. now they’openly carry away sycce silver. The ships which, as they bring 
commodities of all kind's, anchor at Whampoa, used formerly to have opium 
concealed in their holds. But in the first year of Taoukwaug (1821), owing to 
a petition from .one Ye llangshoo, investigation was made, and the Hong 
merchants have always since then been required to sign bonds, that no foreign 
vessel which enters the port of Canton lias any opium on board; and from that 
period, the opium-receiving ships lmvc all anchored at Lintin, only going iiy^ie 
4th or 5th month of every year (May or June) to the anchorage of Kapshwiy 
Moon, and in the 9th month (October) returning to Lintin. In the loth year 
(1833), the foreigners discovered that the anchorage of Kmnsing Moon affords 
more, perfect security; and since then they have removed their anchorage, from 
Kapshwuy Moon to Kumsing Moon. The latter place is near to the villages 
. Kepa and Tangkea, pertaining to the district of lleangshan; and the anchorage 
of the. ships t here, inexpedient as it is for the people resident in those villages, is 
not the less convenient for suclt traitorous natives as arc in combination with the 
foreigners. 

Ways in which sil- One method employed to take away money,from the country is this: to 
verb exported, make out false names of ships that have been to China some years before, ships 
of which the captains do not exist, and the parties concerned in which are dead; 
; and then to represent, that, at a time stated, such-an-onc had deposited such an 

amount of money in the hands of so-and-so, and that the applicant now wishes 
to carry it away, on behalf of the party named. The llong merchants make 
artful petitions of this kind for the foreigners, and thus obtain'permission for 
' . them to carry away money. Another method is, to have mouey put in the same 
, , packages with merchandize. 

The oflfcers guilty’ Jt is since the suppression of the pirates in the reign of Reaking that 
nf (taiMcn. opium has gradually blazed up into notice. At i\rst the annual sale of it did not 
* '■ exceed in value a few millions; but of late it has risen to nearly twenty mil¬ 

lions ; and the increase and accumulation of the amount, from day to day and 
from month to month, is more than can bd told. IIow can it be otherwise than 
that the silver of China is lessened, and rendered insufficient, even daily! riBut 
that it has gone to this length, is altogether attributable to the conduct of itlie 
gfeat officers of the above-named province, in times past—to their sloth . and 
remissness, their tearfulness and timidity, their anxiety to show themselves 
liberal and indulgent,— by which they have been led to neglect obedience to the 
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prohibitory enactments, ; ^nd to fail in the strict enforcement of the precautionary 
regulations. .. 1 f. 

Our empire is wise,and gqod in all its laws and statutes. Regulations have How shall the < 
been enacted, in regard ta.thp opening and working of mines, with a view to,their potation of siI ' 
entir^ preservation, because this silver, possessed in China, is not. to he found 1,0 slaye, ‘ 
native elsewhere. Tf, then, the exhaustible stores of this empire bo taken, to till 
up an abyss of barbarian nations that'never can be filled, unless measures be 
speedily adopted to prevent it, our loss will, within ten years, amount to thou¬ 
sands of millions, and where will be the end of this continual out-pouring? 

Some reasoners on the subject say,. “ Cut off entirely commercial intercourse, Not by stoppage 

and sacrifice one million of duties to retain in the Country twenty millions of 

money : the loss will be small, the. gain great.” They forget that the various 

countries of the west have had commercial intercourse here for many years; and 

that in one day to put an entire slop to it would not only ho derogatory to the 

high dignity of the Celestial Empire, but would also, wo may fear, be productive 

of any hut good results. Others say, “ Repeal the prohibitions against opium, Nor by ailmissi 

let it he given in exchange for merchandize, and let a duty be levied upon it. ,,f opium. 

Thus our money will be saved from waste, and the customs duties will be ren¬ 
dered more abundant, so that a double advantage will be gained,” These forget, 
that, since—even while the law tends to prohibit the drug, the fine silver is 
nevertheless drawn otf, and opium abundantly imported—there is room to doubt 
whether merchandize will always be taken in exchange for the drug, when the 
sale of it shall be made public, anti may be carried on with open eyes and 
unblushing boldness, and when the importation of it will consequently ho greatly 
increased. A case in point is that of the ships bringing foreign rice to Canton: in 
consequence of a representation to the throne, these ships are freed from the tax 
called “ measurement charge,” only being required to take return cargoes of 
merchandize; and now the Spanish and other rice-laden ships have made it a 
practice to take their returns in specie. From this we may see, that, whenever 
the prohibition of opium shall be repealed, an increase in the clandestine 
drawing otf of silver will be an inevitable consequence. 

Moreover, if the sale of the drug be not prohibited, neither can men he Arguments agai 
prevented from inhaling it. "And if only the officers of government and the opium,ougroimt 
military be prohibited, these being all taken from the scholars and common morality audpoli 
people, what ground will be found for any such partial prohibition to rest upon / 

Besides, having a clear conviction that the thing is highly injurious to men, to 
permit it, notwithstanding, to pervade the empire—nay, even to lay on it a 
duty—is conduct quite incompatible with the uninjured dignity of the great 
and illustrious Celestial Empire. In uiy humble view* of the case, the exporta¬ 
tion of syeec silver to foreign regions, and the importation of opium, are both 
rightly interdicted. But local officers, having received the interdicts, have not 
strenuously enforced them, and hence the one coming in has produced the 
,:Out-goiug of the other. If m place of reprehending their failure strenu¬ 
ously to enforce them, these prohibitions be even now repealed, this will 
be indeed to encourage tbe t vicious among the people, and to remove all fault 
from the local officers. But how, when once this prohibition of opium is with¬ 
drawal, shall the interdict against the exportation of syece silver be rendered 
strict ? It cannot lie so; for wc shall then ourselves have removed the barriers. 

It were better that, instead of altering and changing the laws and enactments,' 
and utterly breaking down the barrier raised by them, the old established regu¬ 
lations shov'd.be diligently maintained, and correction be severely employed. 

Now between the inner land and the outer seas, a wide separation exists. It« practicable 
The traitorous natives who sell the opium cannot alone, in person, carry on the P^® n yJ® ini P 
traffic with the foreign ships. To purchase wholesale, there are brokers. To ta 10,1 °y,“ pium *. 
arrange all transactions, there are the llong merchants. To give orders to he A :> 
carried to the receiving sliijfs, that from them the drug may be obtained, there ' "' 

.are resident barbarians. And to ply to and fro for its conveyance, there aft$g, . : v i' 
Jboats called ‘fa*t crabs.’ From .the great Lad rone Island, at the entrance of 
Abe inner seas, to Kumsing Moon, there are all along various naval stations; 

'and to bring in foreign vessels there are pilots appointed; so that it cannot bo ■ 
ft difficult thing to keep a constant watch upon the ships. And even though 
from Fubkeen and Clickeang, front the ports of Shanghae and Teentsin, Vessels 
should repair dirpctly to the receiving ships to trade with them, yet, situated as 
their anchorage is, in the inner seas, what is there to prevent such vessels from 
being observed and seized? And yet, of late years, there has^Wn, only a 
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solitary instance, namely during the late governor liflo’s administration, when 
Teen' Poo,- magistrate of the district of 'pkng^ati, ^li conjunction.with the 
naval force, captured one single boat ;1&ea <: wftH''With this ejiccptio^ 
wc have, seen hut little of seizures.'■ The "rea’sori is‘,"thnt the men who are' 
appointed to observe aitdHfatch for offenders"^recciVe'"presents to pass: over all 
things, and observe nothing. s 

From limes of ,old it .has been a maxim, in reference to ruling barbarians, 
to deal closely with, what is within, but to deal in general with that which is 
without,—first to govern one’s self; and then only to govern others.. We must 
then, in the first place, establish strict regulations for the punishment of 
offences; and afterwards we may turn to the traitorous natives who sell the 
drug, the Hong merchants who arrange the transactions, the brokers who 
purchase wholesale, the boat-people who convey the drug, anil the naval officers 
who receive bribes; and, having with*the utmost strictness discovered and 
apprehended these offenders, we must inflict on them the severest punishments 
of the law*. In this way, the inhabitants of the inner land may be awed and 
purified. 

The resident barbarians dwell separately in the foreign factories. In lit? 
Elio (Creek) factory is one named jardinr, and who is nick-named the Iron- 
headed old rat; also one named Innes: in the Paousliun factory, is one named 
Dent; also one named Framjcc, and one named Merwanjee: in the Fungtac 
factory is one named Dadabhoy: in the Kwnngyuen (American) factory is one 
named Gordon : in the Maying (Imperial)' factory is one named Whiteman : in 
the Spanish factory is one named Turner: and besides these are, l apprehend, 
many others. The treatment of those within having been rendered severe, we 
may next turn to these resident foreigners, examine and apprehend them, and 
keep them in arrest; then acquaint them with the established regulations, and 
compel them, within a limited period, to cause all the receiving ships anchored 
at Lintin to return to their country :—they should he required also to write a 
letter to the king of their country, telling him that opium is a poison which lias 
pervaded the inner land, to the material injury of the people; that the Celestial 
Empire has inflicted on. all the traitorous natives who sold it the severest 
penalties; that with regard to themselves, the resident foreigners, the govern¬ 
ment taking into consideration that they are barbarians and aliens, forbears to 
pass sentence of death on them; Imt that if the opium receiving ships will desist 
from coming to China, they shall be indulgently released and permitted to con¬ 
tinue their commercial intercourse as usual; whereas, if they will again lmild 
receiving vessels, and bring them hither to entice the natives, the commercial 
intercourse granted them in teas, silks, &c., shall assuredly be altogether inter¬ 
dicted, and on the resident foreigners of the said nation the laws shall be 
executed capitally. If commands be issued of this plain and energetic character, 
in language strong, and in sense becoming, though their nature be tbe most 
abject—that of a dog or a sheep, yet, having a care for their own lives, they will 
not fail to seek the gain, and to flee the danger. " 

Some think this mode of proceeding too severe, and fear lest it should 
give rise to a contest on our frontiers. Again and again I have revolved this 
subject in my mind, and reconsidered how that, while in their own country no 
opium is smoked, the barbarians yet seek to poison therewith the people of the 
Central flowery land; and that while they bring to us no foreign silver, they yet 
would take away our native coin; and 1 have therefore regarded them as 
undeserving that a single careful or anxious thought should be entertained on 
their behalf. Of late, the foreign vessels have presumed to maktTfttir way into 
every place, and to cruise about in the inner seas. Is it likely that in this they 
have no evil design of spying out our real strength or weakness ? If now they 
he left thus to go on from step to step? and their conduct be wholly passed over, 
the wealth of the land must daily waste away and he diminished. And if when 
our people are worn out, and our wealth rendered insufficient, any difficulty 
sho|t«l then, even by the slighest chance, as one in ten thousand, turn up, hovr, 
ldjjjmld ask, shall it he warded off? Rather than to be utterly overthrown 
* hereafter, it is better to exercise consideration and forethought now, while yi$ 
^possession of the right gives us such energy and strength, that those baf* 
mb* will not dare to slight and contemn Our government; nor (it may he 
have any longer the means of exercising their petty arts and devices! ’ 
' _ * Regarding this as a subject of importance, I have given it the $KWt attentive 
investigation: and having formed my own views thereon, it is heating that I 
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should delineate and clearly state them. To determine as to their correctness, 
orothenvise, it is my duty to request that your Majesty’s pleasure may be 
declared to the Ministers of the Court, requiring them with full purpose of heart 
to take into consideration these views. Laying them before your sacred Majesty, 
f pro-rate implore my Sovereign to cast a glance upon them. A respectful 
memorial. 


. Supplementary Statement, 

FURTHERMORE, in regard to the residence of the, foreign barbarians at ilium of fu- 
Macao, the prohibitory enactments are very full and clear. Hut 1 have heard n ' i ' m ' ri - 
that it has of late been usual for the barbarians to sit in large native sedans, 
and to hire natives to carry them : also to hire native females for purposes of 
prostitution, who are called * la-fan.’ Moreover, their merchant ships are not 
allowed l>\ the regulations to discharge their cargoes clandestinely at Macao; 
hut oi late it has heroine customary tor only those ships to make their anchor¬ 
age at Whampoa, which have return cargoes of men liainli/e to take away ; 
while the others never enter the port, nor announce their airival. These last 
send their liner and lighter goods, on hoard the boats ealhd 1 fast crabs,’ from 
Kuinsing Moon and other places, for sale. The coarser and heavier goods, 
they uniawtiillv send in cargo boats direct to the Ntudt-house (in Chinese Stu) 
at Macao; alter which they call upon jhc Hong merchants to hire chop-boats to 
convey them to the provincial city, and exchange them for other goods,—thus 
not only evading the measurement charge and duties, hut also avoiding 
examination on the part of the native authorities. 

Hut the extreme case is this:--at Macao, on the outside of the gate called 'Ili< ir » 
the Ditch-gate, are very numerous graves of the natives. In the seenud month 
of the present war, the foreigners made a wide road there, levelling entirely 
the graves. The Sub-I’refect stationed at the place reported this to his 
superiors; and. at his request, a deputy was sent to visit the spot in concert 
with him, and to reprehend the foreigners. These, however, would not make 
acknowledgment of'their offence ; and when the officers sent men to repair the 
tombs, they even led on their barbarian slaves, and heat the native police anil 
people. Afterwards a linguist was sent to admonish them authoritatively ; anil 
then only they sent ail address to the officer, seeking to conciliate him. Such 
outrageous, overhearing, and lawless conduct arises wholly from this, that the 
local officers thinking forbearance to lie the most quiet, policy, seek only to 
obtain present freedom from disturbance, and lienee, give occasion for being 
treated witli slight and contempt. 

Macao is within the jurisdiction of the district llenngshan, and on all sides ability of 
of it there are naval stations. For all its daily necessaries, it is compelled to ■■lurking thwilh*. 
look up to us. The compradors employed by the foreigners there, are natives Hjt"'-' d"* 

to whom permits are granted by the Government. Should, therefore, the least 
insubordination lie shown by the foreigners, there would lie no difficulty in 
immediately having their liv # es in our hands. 1 have been told that a former 
magistrate of that district, named Hang Clioo, on account of the pride and 
profligacy of these barbarians, removed from among them all the native dealers 
and merchants, and allowed no commercial intercourse on the part of natives 
with them ; till the barbarians, trembling with fear, were at once brought to 
order. This is yet in the recollection of the gentry of Jfeangshan. Since a 
district magistrate could effect thus much, would the barbarians dare even to 
move, if the great officers of the country would make a display of their power? 

Another instance occurs to me. The barbarians at Canton built a quay, outside 
the city, a work which went on for months without any hindrance being made 
to it. Hut when your Majesty’s Minister Clioo Kweiching was sent thither as 
Lieutenant-Governor, h went to the spot, set down his sedan there, and com- : 
manded the instant destruction of the work ; and the barbarians subdued by bis 
unostentatious firymess, dared not even to utter a word. Again, the year before 
last, when Lord Napier brought ships of war up to Whampoa, your Majesty’s * 

Minister Loo Kwan, the Governor, stationed the naval forces so as to present a 
close unbroken line of defence; and the barbarians were at once tilled with 
dismay, repented their error, and requested a permit to leave the port. We sec 
from these instances that the barbarians have never yet failed to succumb. 

Now', to make ostentatious show of terrors is, it is true, calculated to ruin ,m yortancenf lio >>v 

2 A ■' s0 - 
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affairs, but to pass faults over in silence is, on the other hand, calculated to 
nourish depravity. If the old regulations he not rendered conspicuous, and the 
prohibitions he not strictly enforced, these barbarians will end with doing 
whatever they please, imagining that there is no limit to forbearance. The 
barbarians, pluming themselves on their great wealth, extensively practise 
bribery and corruption, and have many traitorous natives for their agents, and 
many of the police in combination with them. Hence, if a talented, intelligent, 
and determined officer were, in the first place, to punish severely the Chinese 
traitors, we may hope that he would thus he able at once to overwhelm the 
spirit of the barbarians. 

This further exposition of my feeble and obscure views, it behoves me to 
add to my previous representation, and, prostrate, lay it before your sacred 
Majesty, hoping that my Sovereign will cast a glance thereon. A respectful 
memorial. 


Inelosurc 7 in No. Of). 

Imperial Rd'rt in reply Io flic Urn preceding documents. 

THE( ouneillor Chou Tsun has presented a memorial, requesting that the 
severity of the prohibitory enactments against opium mav he increased. The 
Sub-Censor lleu-Kew also has laid before Us a respectful representation of his 
views: and, in a supplementary statement, a recommendation to punish severely 
Chinese traitors. 

Opium, coming from the distant regions of barbarians, has pervaded 
the eountn with its baneful influence, and has been made a subject of very 
severe prohibitory enactments. Hut, of late, there lias been a diversity of 
opinion in regard to it, some requesting a change in the policy hitherto adopted, 
and others recommending the continuance of the severe prohibitions. It is 
highly important to consider the subject carefully in all its hearings, surveying 
at once the whole tield of action, so that such measures may he adopted as shall 
continue for ever in force, free from all failure. 

Let Tang and his colleagues anxiously anil carefully consult together upon 
the recommendation to search for, and with utmost strictness, apprehend all 
those traitorous natives who sell the drug, the Hong merchants who arrange the 
transactions in it, the brokers who purchase it by wholesale, the boatmen who arc 
engaged in transporting if, and the. naval militia who receive bribes; and having 
determined on the steps to he taken in order to stop up the source of the evil, 
let them present a true and faithful report. Let them also carefully ascertain 
and report, whether the circumstances stated by lleu-Kew in his supplementary 
document, in reference to the foreigners from beyond the seas he true or not, 
whether such things as are mentioned therein have or have not taken place. 
Copies of the several documents are to be herewith sent to those officers for 
perusal; and this edict is to be made known to Taffy and Ke, who are to enjoin 
it also on Wan, the Superintendent of Maritime Customs. Respect this 


Inclosure 8 in No. 90. 

Report in reference to the circulation of dollars in China. 

August, 1806. 

REPORT, made by the Commissioners of Finance and of Justice in the 
province Kwarigtung, to the heads of the Provincial Government, requesting that 
their Excellencies, when replying to His Majesty, will rccompiend that the use 
of foreign money he still sanctioned, as being suitable to the position of foreign 
affairs here: hut that all exchanges for, or clandestine exportation of, sycee 
silver be disallowed. 

Foreign money is brought from the Irfnds of the distant barbarians, and is 
essentially necessary to the mercantile classes trading in all the provinces along 
the coast, who for their daily supplies of food and other necessaries, are 
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dependent on the facility of exchanging this money, and on its general eircula- an< l «oiitIu-rii pi 
tion. It is not, therefore, to be dispensed with for a single moment. Its 
circulation, however, is confined to the provinc cs Keangmm, Chekeang, Fuhkecn, 
and Kwangtung, or, if it do occasionally exteu d, in the course of trade, to adjoin¬ 
ing districts (for this is a circumstance no l wholly to be avoided), yet it cannot 
circulate much further inland than a few hu ndred miles. As to the provinces 
lying northwards, the two provinces of ‘The Lakes” (Iloonan and Uoopih), 

Szcchuen, Vimnan, and Kweichow, this money docs not at present circulate in 
any of them: and it perchance a few specimens reach those places, they are 
prized merely as curiosities ; or, if it be attempted to force them on the market, 
they can he exchanged only at a discount, and even then with difficulty. How- 
can it he supposed, therefore, that this money will immediately spread itself into 
universal circulation ’’ 

Having taken this general view of the subject, we will turn to the repre- j), m i, t ^ npri , sa( , 

sentation made by the Censor Shin Yung. In the representation, lie expresses lw Sliin Yung ar 

his apprehension that tlu: low standard of foreign money must render it difficult 1,1mH - 
to he exchanged for syeec silver at a fair and regular rate ; and on that account 

he requests that the inhibition ol the money may lie made a subject of considera¬ 

tion. This recommendation is doubtless the result of anxious attention to the 


policy of (iovernment, and serious regard for the interests of the people. Hut 
arguments are not wanting in lavotir of the circulation of money, so far as 
regards the eastern and southern provinces. 

The places where foreign ships anchor are also the places where foreign 
money is scattered abroad. The supplies of provisions furnished to them com¬ 
prise minute and multifarious details ; their expenses include numerous items of 
a very varied character; and many small sums are paid by them, as the hire of 
labour, or the price of articles. Not a day passes without money being used for 
one or other of these purposes. It becomes, then, a matter of necessity that 
they should bring foreign money with them, to meet these various expenses; and 
hence it happens that the market prices are regulated by dollars, it being found 
highly convenient to value goods by them. The people among themselves, also, 
gladly fall in with such an arrangement, finding it to he advantageous'. From 
which it is clear that the inhabitants of the coast cannot well he deprived of the 
foreign money. 

Again, native merchants,* trading by sea along the coast, when they travel, 
carry their money with them. If these have to carry the governmental [copperJ 
coin, the expense of so doing will be a heavy tax upon their small transactions; 
and if they carry gold or silver to sea with them, they have reason to fear lest they 
be found guilty of contravening the prohibitions of government. Jt is therefore 
impossible for them to do otherwise than carry foreign money with them, it being 
necessary that they should have such money in order to make purchases. And 
hence it is evident that the native mercantile classes along the coast cannot 
dispense with the use of foreign money. 

Further, as to the foreigners, they import foreign money into Canton as a 
medium in which to pay the prices of commodities purchased by them. The 
amount of such importations is variable anil uncertain; and whatever balance 
they may have remaining is either employed, on perceiving an advantageous state 
of the market, in making additional purchases, or is spent in a more abundant 
and luxurious supply of the daily necessaries of life. For in the love of much 
money, and of good prices, the Itowory people and barbarians are altogether like- 
minded. We set', then, lastly, that the foreign merchants of other countries are 
likewise unable to dispense with the use of foreign money. 

Wc are informed that there are silver mines in England, and America, and 
Spain. Although the pattern after which the money of each country is made differs, 
yet the degree of purity is neajly the same with all, being above ninety per cent, 
touch, as compared with the syeec silver of China. We see, then, that though 
they he left to follow their own methods, yet the foreigners do not draw their 
materials from this»country. And in' commercial intercourse, so long as each 
holds its due place, the forcigu money is the same as though it were issued from 
the mint of the. palace itself. Our empire is separated from the foreigners by 
ten thousand miles of sea, over which.they cross to present things of value and 
to offer tribute ; and for their doing this, established regulations exist. Since, 
then, to present themselves here, and to make offerings has been so lopg their 
practice, that time has rendered it equal to an ancient rale that they should so do. 
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Conclusion. 


—what cause can there be for apprehension of any consequences that may arise 
from permitting them to bring such things as will he most advantageous and pro¬ 
fitable to them ? It is most truly said in His Sacred Majesty’s Edict, that the 
circulation -of the foreign money in the cast and south is not a tiling merely of 
yesterday. The right mode of acting is, to establish rules and limits, so as to 
bring upon the same level the wishes both of our own people and of tlios'k from 
afar, lint were the foreign money permitted to be circulated even in all the 
provinces, it would not be productive of the slightest injury to China. 

The great objection to the use of foreign money is this, that with it no 
regard is paid to the weight of metal, or the degree of purity. In Canton, this 
was formerly the ease, also. But at a later period, as a precaution against fraud, 
foreign money began to he stamped and chopped, to mark the degree of purity, 
and to be weighed, in order to ascertain the quantity of metal. The money so 
stamped is in general circulation in the markets, where it goes by the name of 
“ broken pieces and when it is exchanged for sycce silver, about three or four 
taels per cent, are added to make amends for inferiority in touch. But in Kean- 
gnan and Chekcang no money is in circulation but such as is bright, with a new 
smooth face. At present the “ broken pieces” of Canton, when paid in 
exchange for new-faced money, pay a premium of no less than six or seven taels 
per cent. And crafty dealers, having many clever devices for obtaining gain, 
raise the price still higher, whenever the supply of this new-faced money is insuf¬ 
ficient. Of the manner in which the money circulates in Keangnan and 
Chekcang, at the present time, we are ignorant. 

Should the Imperial pleasure be declared in favour of the circulation of 
foreign money, it ought to be required, in all the provinces, that the money be 
paid by weight, and that prices be no longer rated by the number of dollars; that 
foreign money, when exchanged for sycee silver, whether such money be in 
broken pieces, or in whole bright-faced coin, shall always pay a premium per 
cent, to make up the difference of purity between it and sycce silver; and that 
foreign money shall never he allowed, on the contrary, to bear a premium, when 
given in exchange for sycce silver. With regard to native counterfeits and 
adulterated pieces of money, the shroffs in the market-places are so expert in 
discovering and picking out such, that is quite unnecessary to think for the 
people on this point, or to make any rules or restrictions with reference to it. 

The purity and weight of the silver being in this manner rendered subject 
to trial, the crafty deceitful character of the foreigners will have no room for 
exercising itself in petty arts. But the importance of the Custom-House 
restrictions is such as to call, in a still greater degree, for prohibitions,—pro¬ 
hibitions, namely, of the exportation of sycce silver. It is our duty to request, 
that, in all future commercial dealings with foreign merchants, no persons be 
permitted to mix up sycee silver in the payment of any balances due to such 
foreign merchants, or to sell any sycee silver to them for their every-day use; 
that voluntary engagements to this effect be filed by all the Hong merchants, 
both the senior merchants and the others; that, if any of these infringe this 
regulation, they be rendered liable to severe punishment by fine or trans¬ 
portation ; and that if any shopkeeper, or any other of the people, transgress 
it, such transgressor lie made liable to a punishment one degree more severe. 
The officers and men in charge of custom-houses and passes, as well as those in 
command of naval vessels at sea, should he required to keep guard in constant 
succession, the latter always cruising about. When the foreign ships are 
returning from hence, officers and men should be bound to search faithfully; 
and in case of their discovering and making seizure of any sycee silver, and 
sending the offenders to meet their trial, they should be rewarded by a gift of 
all the silver so seized. Should any dare to protect and wilfully connive at any 
transgression of the law, and should such connivance be discovered by the 
transgressor being elsewhere apprehended, inquiry ought to be made as to the 
places through which the trangressor had passed, and the officers and men at 
those places ought to be dealt with most severely. If regulations be made of 
this dear and determined nature, all w ill then be convince!! that the purpose 
is to uphold them. 

The luxuriance and splendour of this Central nation arc such, that its own 
native treasures arc exhauslless, and it values not things of foreign and distant 
, extraction. The would-bc-clcvcr arts of the outermost barbarians it reckons as 
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nothing and of no worth. These arts can, therefore, be productive of no 
detriment to the policy of the GoverAment, while to the people they appear not 
unattended by some advantage. It is our duty, therefore, to request that your 
Excellencies will implore His Majesty, of his heavenly favour, to sanction the 
continuance of foreign money in circulation in the sea-board provinces, its 
circulation being suitable to the position of foreign affairs, and convenient 
for the people. As in duty bound, we have consulted together, and lay before 
your Excellencies the result, awaiting your decision as to the correctness or 
incorrectness thereof, preparatory to a full memorial to the Emperor. 

(Signed) J. ROBERT MORRISON, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


No. 91. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 17, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, February 7, 1837. 

THE Inclosurc No. 1, which’I have now the honour to transmit, is an 
edict from the heads of the Provincial* Government, issued on the 28th October 
last, directing inquiries to be made respecting certain foreign merchants reputed 
to be traders in opium. 

The Inclosurc No. 2, is an edict from the same source, requiring the 
departure of certain foreign merchants within half a month. 

Of the persons thus ordered to leave the country, the following gentlemen 
are British Subjects. 

Messrs. Jardine, Turner, Framjee, } 

Dent, Whiteman. Mehwanjek, > Parsecs. 

Innes, Dadabiioy. y 

The Inclosure No. 3, is an edict, dated 13th December hist, extending the 
limits previously fixed for the departure of these gentlemen. If these instru¬ 
ments had not been accompanied by very earnest and repeated injunctions upon 
the part of the Ilong merchants, to the parties whose names arc specified, it 
would have been reasonable to consider them to be the more ordinary, and 
empty proclamation of purposeless command, which the Provincial Government 
is cither pleased or obliged to put forward, from time to time. 

I need not press upon your Lordship’s attention, the excessive degree of 
alarm and mischief which would be created amongst the merchants and manu¬ 
facturers in England, connected with the trade, if they should learn that their 
agents in this distant part of the world, with balances to remit, and large stocks 
on hand, and on the passage, were suddenly driven forth from the country. 

For my part, I have no belief that any such measure will be attempted. 
But your Lordship will observe it is menaced, and the posture of other circum¬ 
stances in relation to it, is certainly very peculiar. 

In determining upon the course which events may render needful upon 
this particular subject, it became me to give the fullest weight to the con¬ 
sideration, that many of the parties in England, interested in this commerce, 
might sink under the panic which such tidings would occasion; and that they 
would be productive not merely of great private distress, but of considerable 
public inconvenience. 

Indeed, amongst other reasons for addressing this despatch to your 
Lordship, I have felt that the persons’in England whose capital is newly 
embarked in this trade, arc not likely, as the Company were, to take any accurate 
estimate of the force of these menaces. It appears to be probable, then, that 
Ilis Majesty’s Government may be applied to by alarmed individuals, upon -his 
subject, and that?it may be convenient to possess official means or assuring them, 
there is no great cause to believe such proceedings will be attempted. And at all 
events, that every proper effort will be made on the spot to prevent them. 

\Vhen your Lordship’s despatch, of Juue 15, 183G, arrived, the edict of ,13th 
December (Inclosure No. 3,) had not reached our hands, and at that period the 
last information rte had of the intentions of this Government, was the edict of 
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the 23rd November, commanding the merchants to leave the country in half a 
month. 

At that conjuncture it seemed to me, that if I should succeed in placing 
mysClf conciliatorily and unsuspiciously in communication with the Government, 
I should stand in a position enabling me to interpose very efficaciously it this 
matter, at any moment of real difficulty which might present itself. To the 
merchants this interposition would be advantageous, because it would place 
me, in my official station, between them and an exceedingly critical state of 
circumstances; to His Majesty’s Government, because it would either prevent 
grave inconveniences, or at all events justify measures for their prompt and 
complete redress, by the record of my previous formal remonstrances, and 
protests, to the Chinese Authorities. 

Very shortly after my assumption of this office, the edict of the 13th 
December last appeared. And I have abstained from taking any steps in this 
matter, till the period of the extended time shall he at hand; neither shall I 
move, then, unless it he clear that the Provincial Government still persists in 
its intentions. Your Lordship, I hope, will consider I am right in refraining 
from any unnecessary interference upon such a subject. 

If a mere temporary visit to Macao would be sufficient on this occasion, it 
must he admitted that such was the usual custom of the Company’s servants; 
and I dare say the gentlemen adverted to, would not find it inconvenient at the 
inactive season of the year fixed for their.departure, to meet the wishes of the 
Local Government to that extent. If this, however, should not be enough, and 
the Provisional Authorities be indeed sincerely determined to attempt the 
dismissal of the merchants from this country, my interposition will become 
indispensable. And your Lordship may rely on my measured, but firmest 
opposition to an intolerably injurious aggression of this practical nature. 

Put situated as 1 am, I cannot think there will he much difficulty in 
satisfactorily averting serious disputes upon this subject, 

1 shall avail myself of any favourable occasion which these edicts may 
present, to attempt some further advantageous modifications in the mode of 
official intercurse between the Provincial Government and ourselves. 

. I have, &c., 

* (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

* Chief Superintendent. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 91. 

Edict from the Heads of the Provincial Government, directing inquiries to he 

made respecting certain foreign Merchants reputed to he traders in Opium. 

TANG, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c\, Kc, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Kwangtung, &c., and Wan, Superintendent of Maritime Customs, 
issue their commands to the senior Hong merchants, requiring their full 
acquaintance therewith. 

We, the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and lloppo, have, w'ith deep 
humility, received an Imperial Decree, commanding us, “ in reference to the 
memorial of the Sub-Censor, Heu Kcw, respecting the traitorous natives who 
deal in opium, the Hong merchants who arrange all transactions,_the brokers 
who purchase wholesale, the boat-people who convey the drug to and fro, and 
the naval militia who connive, being bribed, to examine closely, and strictly 
apprehend, offenders in all these points; to deliberate on the subject with full 
purpose of heart; to endeavour strenuously to dam up the source of the evil; 
and to report on the whole subject fully and faithfully. Respect this.” 

We also, at the same time, received a copy of the Sub-Censor Hcu-Kew’s 
memorial, in which we find the following passage:—“The traitorous natives 
who sell the opium, cannot altogether carry on the traffic with the foreign ships 
in their own persons. To purchase wholesale there arc brokers: to arrange all 
transactions there arc the Hong merchants: to take money, and give orders to 
be carried to the receiving ship, that from lhem the drug may be obtained, there 
are resident barbarians. The resident barbarians dwell severally in the 
foreign factories. In the Creek factory is one named Jardine, and who is nick- 
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named the “Iron-headed old ratalso one named Innes: in the Paoushun factory 
is one named Dent; also one named Fratnjee, and one named Merwanjee: in 
the Fungtae factory is one named Dadabhoy: in the American factory is one 
named Gbrdon : in the Imperial factory is one named Wetmorc (some read 
Whiteman) : in the Spanish factory is one named Turner; and besides these I 
apprelrend there are many others.” 

Opium, we observe, is an article respecting which Imperial decrees have 
been repeatedly received, all commanding its prohibition, and directing, that if 
any foreign trading ship presume to come hither with opium, such trading ship 
shall be immediately sent back, and not suffered to have any traffic with Canton. 
And Yuen, formerly Governor of these provinces, having taken up and investi¬ 
gated a case of four country ships, Hal and others, in which opium had been 
brought into the port, respectfully received che Imperial commands to inflict 
punishment. He also presented a memorial, suggesting, that on occasion of 
any foreign ship entering the port, the senior merchants should be required to 
examine and enter into securities for her, each in succession; and that, in 
concert with the several other security-merchants, they should be required to 
examine each vessel, and then to sign a bond, purporting that the foreigners on 
on board such vessel do not bring with them any opium. These voluntary 
bonds given by the security-merchants, are, according to the constant practice of 
the said merchants, continued for some times past, presented to the lloppo, by 
whom they are transmitted, for preservation (in the Governor’s Office,) 

While, however, the foreigners ate thus prevented from bringing opium 
into the port, the receiving ships at Lintin bring the drug hither and dispose of 
it only the more contumcliously. But, were it not for the crafty and artful 
devices of the said merchants, and their encouragement held out to bring it, 
were it not for their co-operation and connivance, their arrangement of transac¬ 
tions, that they may divide the spoil, how could the foreigners have it in their 
power to exercise their petty contrivances ? It is, in the highest degree, our 
bounden duty to inquire into this matter. 

Forthwith, therefore, we issue these commands. On their reaching the 
said merchants, let them immediately ascertain if the before-named foreigners, 
Jardine, or the iron-headed sold rat, Innes, Dent, Framjee, Merwanjee, 
Dadabhoy, Gordon, Wetmore (or Whiteman), and Turner, do, or do not, seve¬ 
rally reside in the Creek, JAioushun, Fungtoa, American, Imperial, and 
Spanish factories; of what foreign nation they are; in what manner they 
continue stationary in this place, and store up and sell their opium ; from what 
year they date the commencement of their opium transactions; what quantity of 
the drug they annually store up and dispose of; and whether they ordinarily 
insist on payment of the price of it in sycee silver? Let tham particulary inquire 
on each of these points, and faithfully icport to us, that we may thoroughly 
investigate the subject. Should the said merchants think practically to set aside 
the laws, and afford aid and co-operation, or dress the subject in false colours 
and pretexts, they will find, wc apprehend, their criminality too heavy for them 
to bear. Let them, one and all, maturely consider aud weigh this; and, with 
trembling and earnest diligence, let them obey these our special commands. 

16th year of Taoukwang, 9th month, 19th day. (28th October, 1836.) 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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Its direct importa¬ 
tion prevented, but 
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Orders to inquire 
in regard to the in¬ 
dividuals named in 
the above extracts. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 91. 

• 

Edict from the Heads of the provincial Government, requiring the departure of 
certain foreign Merchants within half a month. 

TANG, Governor of Kwangfung and Kwangse, ’&c., Kc, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Kwangtung, and Wan, Superintendent of Maritime Customs, issue 
these commands to the Ilong merchants, requiring their full acquaintance 
therewith. 

We have received from the said merchants a report, purporting to be “ a A report received 
Report made for our thorough investigation, in obedience to our command, to fr “™j| he Hon ff 



184 


I In* report iitftmi- 
rate, and not to the 
point. 


No fxcii'i- .•iilmi.- 
sible on behalf of 
those foreigners 
who have stayed so 
long in Canton. 


Grateful ohedience 
due from the 
foreigners. 


ascertain tlic reason of the foreign merchants, Jardine and others, remaining so 
long in Canton, in place of returning home according to the regulations.” 
Having received it, we have again taken this case under our consideration. It 
is a* case Brought to our attention by au Imperial decree, which we have 
respectfully received. The subject has been well and accurately laid open in the 
statements of the original memorial. And how, in any way, can the fact of these 
foreign merchants, Jardine and the others, having made their quarters in Canton 
for many years, he spoken of as without a cause ? 

In this report, it is represented that, the receiving ships being anchored in 
the outer Seas, much of the smuggling carried on by traitorous dealers is con¬ 
ducted by means of sea going vessels, from various parts of those seas, approaching 
the receiving ships and purchasing from them. Truly, if, as Imre represented, all 
such illegalities are committed outside, how comes it then that the instances 
that have formerly occurred of seizures have continually been within the precincts 
of the capital? And even assuming the truth of their present assertion, that 
the seizures outside are more numerous, seizures at the capital hut few, this only 
shows the rareness, not the entire want, of such seizures. There are then some 
instances; (hero must then he men, by whom the transactions are arranged; 
there must he individuals by whom a mutual understanding is brought about. 
We, the (iovernor, Lieutenant-Governor, and Hoppo, in our desire to preserve 
uninjured the property and lives of tliu said merchants, will not withhold 
motherly kindness and pains, taking adjice and guidance of them. If they 
acknowledge their offences themselves, their punishment shall be remitted. 
But if they continue to report in this irrelevant manner, and turn thus away 
from the point, hereafter, when once discovery is made of an offence on their 
part, it will only remain to us, to maintain the laws and severely inflict the 
penalties thereof. And they, if they will not now care for the consequence, will 
so much the more be left without cause for murmuring against us. 

As to the foreign merchants, Jardine and the others, it is wholly needless to 
question their bare proofless assertions, or at all to doubt, whether their long 
residence in Canton does, indeed, arise from the multitude of ships, the busi¬ 
ness of which they have to transact, and from the circumstance that not a month 
elapses without a trading ship coming to Canton ; or whether it is not rather 
owing to their wanting to wait and observe the prices, in order to make the 
purchases. For, granting the first assertion to be perfectly true, and that not a 
day passes in which trade is interrupted, docs it, therefore, follow that these 
foreigners are free to remain, and not return home at all; or ran such a prin¬ 
ciple as this he admitted? Hear what the memorial, formerly sanctioned, says 
upon this point: “ A foreigner of any nation, if, in consequence of its being 
impracticable for him at once to dispose of bis foreign merchandize, he is unable 
to get in all his property, and has, therefore, no option but to remain in Canton, 
must, after the foreign ships have left the port, go and reside at Macao, and 
place his commodities in the hands of a Hong merchant to sell off for him; 
which, having done, the llong merchant is to pay him the whole price ; and, in 
the following year, it shall he imperative on him to avail himself of one of the 
ships of his nation to return home. The Hong merchants and Linguists, should 
they suffer foreign merchants by degrees to take up their abode in Canton, shall 
be severally subjected to a strict investigation.” Not only then is there nothing 
to admit of these foreign merchants residing in Canton, there is not even any 
law to permit their long continuance at Macao. Ho they represent, that the 
trade of the foreigners needs the parties own particular attention ? For what 
purpose, then, are foreign I longs established, and of what use. are the said 
merchants? Arc they, forsooth, established in order that the Hong merchants 
may twist the laws to serve their own private interests ? It is, indeed, most 
unreasonable, that these men should thus frame their mouths to make pretexts, 
and work out excuses for the foreigners. • 

The sum of the matter is this: These foreigners are richly imbued with the 
cherishing and protecting favours of the Celestial Empire; and they ought at 
once to pay implicit obedience to the laws and statutes of theTJclcstial Empire; 
and should in all their intercourse, and in everything, conform to the regulations: 
thus only may they preserve to themselves the path of commercial intercourse 
here. * 


And strict oMi- At the present moment, the investigations ordered by the Court arc exceed¬ 
ence will be <«m- j n gly strict. If then these foreigners do not bestir themselves, and quickly 



even plough'ithe admitted that they are not residing in the 
counter tt> sell;what isipont^abandj and though it be granted that the Hong 
tlmerchants do not combine with them, and arrange all transactions, yet how can 
tbesejast reconcile it, even, to their own minds, that they should suffer them still 
■» to abide in the place, daily attaching to themselves fresh suspicions? Moreover, 
we^the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and Hoppo, hold the direction of this 
territory, to eradicate all that is evil, and . to bring back to reason the depraved. 

In chastisements we show no partiality or leniency; and'having received with 
reverence "the Imperial commands to investigate the matter, it themore, behoves 
us, toitake anxious precautions on every side, equally towards ..those within,, / 
l and, towards those without. Though it be. said, that, in regard to what is'past, 
indulgence should be shown,, yet hpw can. we neglect to pay prudent attention.. 
to future consequences. We desire, to impress it on the minds of all, early t<$y: 

■ look to themselves, and to consider these things long and seriously. ’ ' * v 

Forthwith we issue these, commands. When they reach the said Hbug Half a month 
merchants, let; them immediately enjoin the same on the. foreign merchants, granted as the li 
Jardine, Inncs, Dent, and Turner, as also on those who have resided but tor a ata y P 1 p 

few years, or., who have gone away, and returned again, namely,—Framjce, ton ‘. 
Merwanjee, Dadabhoy, Gordon, and Wctmore (or Whiteritaii), desiring them, 
in obedience hereto, to settle with the utpiost diligence their commercial 
affairs. They, arc indulgently allowed a period of half a month, in which to 
pack up their effects, and remove out of the provincial city; and either avail 
themselves of some expected ship, of of some vessel about to sail, to return to 
their country. They cannot he allowed longer to loiter about. Should any of 
them he really unable to conclude their business hi half a month, they ajso must . 
go within that time to Macao, hut may remain there for a season : and all their 
goods and accounts they must put into the hands of the Ilorig merchants, the 
one to be disposed of, the other to be,settled ; so that they may speedily return , 
home with all their effects. Nor must they he allowed, by remaining long at 
Macao, to disobey the fixed regulations. If they dare to continue lingering 
about, it will then he seen, that the said foreigners will not listen to kind lan- til ^ ) _ onar ^ si¬ 
gnage, that they arc irrcclaimably sunk in folly, and that they are truly such as - , '•*.«/ 

the Celestial Empire will, noUbear with : then, when the effects of the law arc 
visited on them, they may find that, though they have a country to return to, 
yet they cannot return to if; The Creek and other factories in which they ate 
suffered to remain, shall also in such case be closed, and the parties concerned 
in them shall be brought to investigation. Be careful then not to decide care¬ 
lessly. Let the said merchants present to us, within three days, .signed bonds j 
that the limited period will he carefully observed, in order that" we may be 1 
enabled, after thorough examination of the subject, to report to Ilis Majesty. 

Let hone oppose this, or delay obedience. A Special Order. ... * 

.16th year of Taoukwang, 10th month, 15th day. (23rd November, 1836.) 

„ Translated from the Chinese. 

. ... .. .. (Signed) Robt. Monktsox, 

* . , , Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. ■ 


InclosuS* 3 in No. 91. 

rEdictfrom the. Heads, of the Provincial Government , extending the limit previously 
%■ •“ fitci as the time for Messrs. Jardine ajul others to leave Canton, 

' F r - " i * * I ■ 1 1 • (• • f ’ 'i‘ , • ’ % 

. IjjT.ANG, jGovernor of Kwangtung and Kwangsc; Ke, Lieuteuant- 
ppVprnoii, of ,Kwangtiriig;' and Wan, .Superintendent of Maritime Customs, 
i 880 B^these orders, to tnfe, Ilbng merchants, Requiring theif full acquaintance . 
',therewdth t . ( v ' \ '' ' - . 

We'havp received the subjoined rpport from the’ said.'.merchants:—• A '' : ' ’4’ 

“ tVjoup’EiqelJbncieV Commands were received-, dieting us immediately 
e®ntnm«<M,jo Jthe f(^i^jmfeifhqnts, : Jardine and -Others, that they are J. 
severapy^p fmsb with th.e utbjpjf ajligencey their’fcomniercial affairs; 1 that they 
are indulgently allowed ft period of half a montb, in'which to pack up ; their-Effects - 

and, |«»ipYe .5Ut i - 1 pf,,the provincial city, after which -they arc either -travail 
Hiariiflmt olka wt .wfe aMt.'Hifti.* tomb 1 vcisid on the noint’ of sailing, to 



186 


return to their country; that they cannot be allowed longer to loiter about; 
and that should any of' them be really unable to conclude their business in 
half a month, they also must remove within the time prescribed, but may go 
to Macao, ami remain there for a season; that, however, they must not e 
allowed, by remaining long at Macao, to disobey the fixed regulations. Qn the 
receipt of these commands, we examined our documents, and found, that in 
our former report we had already stated, that there is no such person here 
Last order to tin- as Menvanjee. With the exception, therefore, of him, we, in obedience to the 
Hour merchants commands received, enjoined it on the said foreign merchants, .fardine and 
enjoined by them, the others, that they should obey the same, should settle witli the utmost 
diligence their commercial affairs, should, within the prescribed period of half 
a month, remove from Canton, and either return home, or go down to Macao; 
and that if there were any who really were unable to conclude their business 
in half a month, they should place their commodities and their accounts in our 
hands, that we might dispose of the one and settle the other for them. We 
also desired them to give us written bonds that they would carefully observe the 
limited period, in order that we might present the same. 

.Replies given by “Having thus done, we received from Framjec a note, staling ‘that as 

the foreigners. soon as he had concluded his sales and purchases, about the first mouth of next 
year, he will return home.’ We received also a note from Whiteman*, 
stating, * that he has determined to go home, audlliat at the end of this year, 
he will avail himself of a vessel sailing laiejs to liis country.’ We also received 
replies from .1,inline, Dadubhoy, Gordon, Turner, Innes, and Dent, severally 
Slating, ‘ that at present ships are arriving in great numbers: that it is necessary 
that they should pm chase cargoes for them before they can sail again; and 
intreating a delay until such time as they have concluded their sales and 
These replies an- purchases, when they will go down and reside at Macao.’ Having reported 

ansatisfaeiorv. these answers, we received your Kxcellcncics’ verbal commands, to the effect, 

that the language of the several foreign merchants bore marks of a desire to 
linger about; and that they should therefore still he directed to move out of the 
provincial city, as before ordered, within the prescribed time. After vve received 
these directions, we again enjoined the commands, and caller on the foreigners 
to act in trembling obedience thereto. 

Sm>nd series of “ This having done, we have now received a reply from Framjec, still entreat- 

’replies from tin- ing ‘ that he may wait until he has concluded his shies and purchases; and that 

loieiRiior*. about the first month of the next year he will return to his country.’ From 

Whiteman vve have also received a reply, still requesting ' that he may he allowed 
to clear up his accounts, and that at the end of this year he will return home.’ 
From Gordon, also, we have received a reply, intreating ‘ that he may be 
allowed to slay until his commercial affairs are concluded; that then, in the 
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third month of next year he will return home.’ Dadubhoy bus replied 
to us: ‘ 1 am now conducting my trading transactions with the utmost diligence. 
I beg that 1 may stop till the first month of next year, when I will go down 
and reside at Macao.’ Jardinc replied, ‘ Many ships to my consignment still 
remain anchored at Whampoa; and it is requisite yyt to purchase silk, and teas, 
and other goods for exportation. The teas this year are reaching Canton later 
than is ordinarily the case. 1 entreat that X may be allowed to remain till I 
have purchased all the goods required, and till the ships have all left the port; 
and then in the fourth month of next year, 1 will go down and reside at Macao.’ 
From Dent and Turner vve have received answers, ‘ that they have now ships at 
Whampoa lo their consignment, that they have to purchase silks, teas, and other 
goods for them to return; and that they intrcat, therefore, they may be allowed 
to stop till they have completed all their sales and purchases, when, in the third 
month of next year, they will go dgvvn and reside at Macao.’ Lastly, Innes 
has replied, intreating ‘ that he may be allowed to complete his sales and 
purchases, when, at the end of this year, he will go* down and reside at Macao.’ 
These all having reached us, it is our duty to report the particulars, and ask 
if your Excellencies will deign to grant the requests of the several foreign 
merchants, which must proceed wholly from your Excellencies’ grace and 
favour.” 

This report having come before us, vve, the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor 

• - » 

* The ljaiot, doubtful in Chinese, seems to have been fixed on Mr..Whiteman, in place of Mr. 
Wetmore. ■ •, , 
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and Hoppo, have again taken the subject into consideration. In the regulations 
there is no article permitting foreigners to abide in the provincial capital. Out 
of former chance inadvertence, has grown up a stay and continuance therein 
of several years’ duration. It is, indeed, an infringement of tin* estuldishcd 
enactments. Admit that these foreign merchants quietly attend to their com¬ 
mercial duties; grant that they and the Hong merchants are not mutually 
drawn into acts of depravity, yet suspicions have arisen in the place of their stay 
that they have taken their quarters here for the purpose of combining with 
natives to dispose of contraband goods; and the expression of these suspicions 
has ascended even to the ninth heaven the | Imperial presence,] and has called 
down from the Great Emperor strict orders to investigate the subject. 

Now, having- received the above detailed report, we, the Governor, the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and the lloppo, look upwards and would embody the 
extreme desire of the sacred intelligence to cherish strangers with tenderness. 
In seeking condescendingly to yield to the dispositions of foreigners, what need 
is there to he over-strict and harsh? Hut if the period be too long extended, we 
shall not only be unable to bring words to report it to IIis Majesty but also, 
by partiality and connivance, wc shall greatly derogate from the dignity of 
Government. Wo have, therefore, jointly deliberated and determined on our 
course of action. The three merchants, Whiteman, Framjce, and Guidon, who 
have pleaded for a delay, at the same time purposing to return to their country, 
may be allowed their requests, namely to return severally at the end of this year, 
and in the first and third months of the next year, 't hey may return at the 
periods they have named. The two merchants, Innrs and Dadabhoy, also, who 
have requested that they may go and reside at Macao, are allowed to do so 
at the times named, the close of this year, and the first month of next year. 
But with regard to (he three merchants, Jardinc, Dent, and Turner, without 
having named a period for going home, they seek to go and reside at Macao, 
and yet ask to stop till the third and fourth months of next year before they go. 
This is most absurd and foolish conduct. From their statements, however, it 
appears that they have yet many ships here, and they have need to purchase 
cargoes for them. We, therefore, will indulgently permit an extension of the 
period, prescribing to all of them, the second month of next, year, at which 
period they must go to Macao. Between this date and the second month 
of next year, four months will elapse, and in that long period they may transact 
all their affairs; or if some do remain unfinished, yet they will be able to make 
Macao their place of sojourn; wc certainly will not permit any the least 
extension of this period, or opposition hereto. Wc, the Governor, the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and the I loppo, are this day sending a memorial express, to inform 
the Great Emperor, that periods have been fixed for the departure severally of 
the said foreigners; and on no account will we make any change. 

Let the said Hong merchants take signed bonds from the said foreign 
merchants, severally, to observe this prescribed limit; and let them also give 
bonds for themselves, that they will not presume to suffer their stay beyond the 
period prescribed; the Hong merchants shall be held responsible for them in 
their property; and these bonds they must deliver within three days. Let 
them not seek and hope for delay. And as the said foreign merchants 
successively depart, let them on each occasion report the same, that examination 
may be made. If, when the periods elapse, they still linger and hesitate to go, 
it will then be seen that these foreign merchants are bound up in the love 
of their own private interests, and that they are minded to offer eoutumelious 
opposition. We, the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and lloppo, in the 
performance of our duties, will not assume the slightest degree of false colouring 
and vain pretext: nor will we show the lqast personal regard and consideration. 
We can only pursue our course with firm maintenance of the laws; ruling well 
on the one hand those without, on the other those within the empire’s pale; 
and thus aiming to display gloriously the Majesty of Heaven [the Emperor). 
Say not that yg were not forewarned. Tremblingly and attentively consider 
this. A special Edict. 

16th year of Taoukwang, 11th month, 6th day. (13th December 1836.) 

Translated from the Chinese. 

■ t (Signed) J. Robt. Montusojr, 

j’, 4 Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. * 
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Gpplain , Elliot to Vi#count, Bqlmejrston .—( Received July 17, 1837,) 

My Lord, Macao, February 10, 1837. 

WITH reference to my despatch to your Lordship of 2nd Feb¬ 
ruary, 1837, I have rtoW the honour to transmit copies of despatches 
;1 have addressed to the, Right Honourable the Governor-General and, the 
Honourable the Rear-Admiral Commanding.iinchicf; on the same subject. 

ft is not in my power to itiform your Lordship that the restrictive spirit of 
the Local Government in'respect to the opium ’traffic, has in any .degree relaxed. 

■ 1 ' • ■ . ..1 have,' &C.,\ ■" Jt ’ ■: ; ... 


l -m: (Signed). CHARLES ELLIOT, 

■ * - i .. t ’i • Chief Superintendent. 


'Inelosure 1 in No. 92. 


n : Captain Elliot to Lord Auckland. < 

My Lord, Macao, February 2, 1837. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to*your Lordship the accompanying 
series of remarkable papers upon the subject of the legal, admission of opium into 
China. All the documents upon this topic which have yet reached us, are 
comprehended in this collection, and they are arranged, in the order according 
to which they fell into our possession. 

4 I have also taken the liberty to inclose to your Lordship copies of despatches 
' I have recently addressed to Viscount Palmerston, and to the Honourable the 
Rear-Admiral Commanding-in-Chicf on this station, upon the same subject, 

$ 5 In the actual state of our commerce with China, my Lord, I believe I may 
"say; that the interruption of* the opium traffic must have the effect,. not merely 
of temporarily crippling onr means of purchasing- in this market at all; but, 
'Undoubtedly, of placing ns, in respect to the prices of the export staples, com¬ 
pletely iii the power of what may justly be described^ to be a copartnership of 
native dealers! The failure of the opium deliveries is attended with an almost 
enti/e cessation of moiiey transactions in Canton. And in the glutted con¬ 
dition of this market, your Lordship will judge how peculiarly mischievously the 
present stagnation must operate on the. whole British commerce with the 
empire. " u ■■ ■• 1 ■■■•' .. ...... 

But it must bo quite Unnecessary to press upon your Hardship’s attention, 

’ the iruuiy extremely important considerations connected with this subject: and I 
trust I shall be excused for submitting the most* hopeful means which suggest 
themselves to me, to draw to a close so disquieting a state of things. 

' I Would’beg*to’observe‘to your Lordship, that the frequent and short 
visits''of 1 ships of War to this anchorage, and jn the neighbourhood of the points 
to which the outside trade has extended, seem to me to be movements calculated, 
either to carry the Provincial Government back to the system which has Hitherto 
' prcvailedrorb hasten onwards the legalizationmeasure from the Court,.... 

Your Lordship will perceive that I have solicited the Commander-in-chief 
to send a man-of-war to these seas, with instructions to afford such countenance 
to the general trade as may be practicable, without inconveniently committing 
His Majesty’s Government upo ngm y delicate question. And I most respectfully 
submit to your Lordship, thir^®pe or two'of- the Company’s, cruisers could be . 
joined in this service, there wrapp to be every reason to hope their presence 
' might considerably facilitate tfit$pffrposes in view. . ‘ Jv..,. 

I have, suggested to theSporamfinder-in-chief, that Manila' would be a 
convenient general stat iqi^.f^(|ine se ships, and if the 'officer in 'command were 
instructed to 'place hi.( v ijmniunication \vith ffie; ^yohr hardship and the 
Admiral may rely upofi ^st efforts to furnish' him!the best information in 

my power, and the mos ?us.counsels. *''• -'* * : 


, . I have^&c.;' 't!‘> 

* “ ■.. ! (feigned)- ; Charles EliitioT, 


Chief •Superintendent. 




Inplostfre 2;in No. 92. 

Captain Elliot to Rear-Admiral Sir ^Thomas Bladen Capel, K.C.B. 

, r { . . . j Macao, February 2, 1S37. 

HEREWITH I have, the honour to transmit to you the copy of a despatch l 
have recently atldrossod to Viscount, Palm'crstob, together with a series of papers 
which accompanied that eommunicatidn. .. , . , • 

' In the actual emergency, 1 venture respectfully to move you. to, ordef a sliip- 
of-war to repair to these seat-, for -the purpose of affording such countenance to 
the general British Trade in ‘China, as maybe practicable, without any risk of 
inconvenient discussions, or collision with this Government. 

I have also requested the Right Honourable the Governor-General of 
India, to address you upon this subject, and I have presumed to suggest to 
his Lordship the advantage which might result"to’the public interests, if one or 
two sail of Company's cruisers were placed under the orders of the Captain of 
Ilis Majesty’s ship, who you may be pleased to employ on this service. 

I can assure you, Sir, that there is a pressing necessity to use every effort 
consistent with, safety and discretion for the relief of the whole trade, from the 
embarrassment into wHIch it is thrown by the restrictive spirit of the Provincial 
Government.. And, it appears .to be highly. probable that, at the present crisis, 
very favourable consequences would ensue from the frequent and .short visits of 
vessels of war, as well to this anchorage, as to the.,.immediate vicinity of the 
points to which the outside trade has been gradually extending. 

Perhaps I may permit, myself to remark, that Manila might for the moment 
be a convenient station of general resort for this small force., 

A circumstance occurred in the middle of the year 1835, which may be 
made a very proper ground of explanation to the Chinese Authorities, if the 
sudden and frequent apparition of these vessels should seriously disquiet them. 
They may be reminded, that at . that, period -a British merchant brig (the 
Troughton) engaged in the regular trade, and bound direct to the. port of Canton, 
was plundered by the natives of 70,000 dollars, almost in sight of these roads; 
and that the commander and several of the crew were desperately wounded in 
this affray: the necessity of force in the neighbourhood, to check the recur- 
! reuco of outrages of this kind, is a plea that I can have no doubt the Provincial 
Government would find itself obliged to accept, - , 

I will only add, Sir,, that if you should think fit to do me the honour to 
place the commander of His Majesty's ship in communication will: nip, I. wilt 
anxiously endeavour to assist him with such information and cautious counsels 
as shall. prevent the possibility of inconveniently committing ilis Majesty's 
Government upon any delicate point. 

... I have. Sis ;.,, 

, . (Signed) . CHARGES ELLIOT, 
...... Chief Superintendent. 


; No. 93. 

• . ,h\v Captain Elliot, to Viscount. Pidrngr^tgu.—(Received August 22, 1{?37.) 

My Lord, . -.. , Macao, Febrwi'y 21, ,l$37. 

4 „ TJJE.Efiw-'t. frpm. Peking, which I have how the honour to transmit, has 
, ; this„ ejay jbjjpn forwa^upu; to from Canton bjf.: Mr. Morrison. 1 It is in 
,reply, tip,report from the,(^dyprHor and Lieutehaiit-Cjovenior of these Provinces, 
to Ilis Imperial Majesty, No. 4 of the series of papers forwarded to your 
Lordship in my despatch.ofjthe 2nd instant. "' ’ •* •"•‘‘'"T 

]; ; «j,The Incl^qre^ No. S, .isf r ,a translation from a paper privately procured, 
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purporting to furnish information i as to the nature of a despatch received 
by the Provincial Government upon the some subject. 

Upon the genuineness of this .last paper, 1 do not venture to speak with 
confidence*. But founding my conclusions entirely upon the Edict (and the 
authenticity of that is beyond dispute), I cannot hesitate to repeat to yoyr 
Lordship, -my opinion, not only that this measure is determined, but that the 
Provincial Government is actually in possession of the pleasure of the Court to 
admit the opium. 

’ The Edict insists, like the report to which it replies, on the extreme 
mischief of the escape of the sycec silver, occasioned by the opium trade. 

Your Lordship will not find, however, that the Edict points to any other 
means of preventing that consequence, than those so urgently recommended by 
the heads of the Provincial Government, namely, the removal of the prohibitions, 
and the establishment of strict regulations that opium should he sold only in 
barter for other merchandize. 

I cannot but think that the intelligence of the legalization of this traffic 
would afford His Majesty’s Government great satisfaction. 

The fact, that such an article should have grown to be by far the most 
important part of our import trade, is of itself a source of painful reflection. 
And the wide-spreading public mischief which the manner of its pursuit has 
necessarily entailed, so ably and so faithfully represented in some of the papers 
I have had the honour to transmit to your Lordship, aggravates the discomfort 
of the whole subject. 

The legalization measure would certainly be accompanied by permission to 
grow and prepare the poppy for home consumption. And perhaps your 
Lordship may be led to think that a gradual check to our own growth and 
imports would be of salutary effect. 

Gradual no doubt, it is most desirable the diminution should be, for in the 
present posture of circumstances, it must be conceded, that any abrupt interrup¬ 
tion of" ibis traffic involves very nearly a complete interruption of the whole 
commerce with the country. 

The importance qf this branch of the trade is by no means to be estimated 
solely by the very large amount to which it figures in the list of imports. A 
consideration of far more moment is this, that the movement of money at 
Canton has come to depend, by the force of circumstances, almost entirely 
upon the deliveries of opium outside. 

1 need not insist upon the intense inconvenience of a disappearance of 
cash from a market where eager competitors are purchasing the main body of 
their returns from a close association of native dealers. 

It cannot be good that the conduct of a gre.1t trade should be so dependent 
upon the steady continuance of a vast prohibited traffic in an article of vicious 
luxury, high in price, and liable to frequent and prodigious fluctuation. In a 
mere commercial point of view, therefore, I believe it is susceptible of proof, 
that the gradual diversion of British capital into other channels of employment 
than this, would be attended with advantageous consequences. 

The effect upon the Indian finance of its sudden .cessation, could not fail 
to be extremely perplexing. But I have not been a careless observer since I have 
been in this country, and I hope your Lordship will let me say that there are 
many cogent reasons for regretting the extent to which the Indian income is 
dependent upon such a source of revenue. 

The proposed measures of the Chinese Government seem to me to furnish 
the best hope for our safe extrication from an unsound condition of things. 

■ ■ I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

, Chief Superintendent, 
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Inclosutje 1 in No. 93. 

imperial Edict prohibiting the exportation, of Silver. 

\ Canton, February 17,1837. 

ON tlie 20th day of the 12th month (26 January) the Grand Couuuil 
of State received the following verbal commands from 11 is Majesty. 

A report has this day arrived from Tang and his colleagues, presenting the 
result of their mutual deliberations, directed to remove the baneful effects that 
arise from opium having pervaded the country. By the prevalence of opium 
throughout the empire, there has been occasioned a daily decrease of our fine 
silver; being now desirous to exert ourselves entirely to stop up the source of 
this evil, the only sure mode of proceeding is, utterly to prohibit the exportation 
of sycee silver. If by diligent and assiduous watchfulness in the places from 
whence the silver is exported, and at those points by which it necessarily must 
pass, we can deprive both the traitorous natives and the barbarians of all oppor¬ 
tunity of exercising their artful devices, it is clear that we may thus gradually 
close up the breach and prevent further exportation. The said Governor and 
his colleagues have been able to perceive this, and point it out in their Memorial, 
Let them join heart and band to enforce vigilant and faithful observation, to punish 
all traitorous natives who combine with the foreigners in illegality, and entirely to 
hinder foreign merchants from gratifying their avaricious greediness; and let 
it be their grand object wholly to prevent the exportation of our fine silver. 
Their labours must be productive of some fruit, they must not attempt to 
get off with mere empty words, but, having the name of exerting themselves, 
they must prove the reality of their exertions. Communicate these commands 
to Tang and Kc, and let them enjoin them also on Wan. Respect this. 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 93. 

.. February 17, 1837. 

THE following passage is translated from a paper purporting to give 
information as to the nature of a despatch received by the Provincial Government 
from Peking. 

“A despatch from the Grand Council of State has reached Canton, to this 
effect, that the exportation of sycee silver is still by law to be prohibited; that 
as to opium, the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor are directed to deliberate 
with regard to a duty, to be levied on its importation. The Kwang Chow Hce 
is to proceed to Peking, to fie presented to Ilis Majesty. His vacancy, See.’’ 

(The remainder of the document is a mere detail of appointments.) 

. Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Imperial Edict. 
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No, 94. 

* ' Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 2,1837. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches to the 27th of April 
inclusive, which have been laid before Her Majesty’s Government. 

In your despatch of the 27th of April you detail the particulars of various com¬ 
munications which you had had with the Viceroy of Canton, with a view to the 
assertion of your right to forward your communications direct to that officer in a 
sealed form, and to receive those of his Excellency in a similar form-' addressed 
direct to yourself, and not to the Iiong merchants. 

Her Majesty’s Government have learnt with satisfaction that you had suc¬ 
ceeded iu obtaining the admission of the first of these claims, which relates to the 
mode of sending in your own communications; and I am to express to you the 
approbation of your Government of the course which you pursued on this occasion. 

You will not fail, on every suitable opportunity, to continue to press for the 
recognition, on the part of the Chinese authorities, of your right to receive, direct 
from the Viceroy, sealed communications addressed to yourself, "without the 
intervention of Hong merchants. 

, I am, Ac. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 95. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir. 


Foreign Office , November 2, 1837. 


I TRANSMIT to you the copy of an Instruction on the subject of our 
relations with China, which has been addressed by the. Lords. Commis¬ 
sioners of,the Admiralty to Rear Admiral Sir Frederick Maitland, Com¬ 
mander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s squadron.on the East India station. 

You will observe that whiie Sir Frederick Maitland is .informed that 
it is desirable that one or more of the ships under his orders should, as 
frequently as possible, visit the China station, and should remain there as 
long as may be consistent with the demands of the service elsewhere 
within his command; he is also instructed to take the earliest convenient 
opportunity of himself visiting China, in order to have a persondl com¬ 
munication with you, and thus afford an opportunity for the interchange 
of information between yourself and him. which in .many possible future 
contingencies would be highly advantageous to British interests in that 
quarter. ' \ 

Whenever, therefore, you shall receive from Sir’Frederick Maitland an 
intimation of his arrival off the coast of China, you will, if not then, residing 
at Macao, lose no time in proceeding to that place, to meet and confer 
with him; and in all your communications with the Rear Admiral, or with 
The Commanders of any of Her Majesty’s ships that may visit .China, you 
will be careful to conform yourself to the line of conduct prescribed ip, the,. 
Instruction of which,a copy is now transmitted to you. ( 

' .» ....... I am, jSw£;"' ■ 

. ...'(Signed).,, 


■ Vt.- 
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Inclosure in No. 95. 


VUc<xmtPalptersiQn to the Lords of .the Admiralty., 

’ ’ Foreign Office, SepUtnier ^O, 1.837. 

,l '• *“ - • '* '■■■■■■ ■■■ > . 4 >Y'- • >.•> 

HER Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration. Sir 
John Barrow’s letter of ttue 6th instant, in which, by command, of -your 
Lordships, • he incloses a'copy of an article in the Instructions, to the Naval 
Commander-in-chief in the East Indies, upon the subject of our relations 
with China, and requests to be informed whether , any, and if any. what 
addition or alteration r shoaid be made in that instruction ; and, also, whether 
the Rear Admiral Commanding-in^cliief, should , not be directed to proceed 
himself to Macao, to communicate with Her Majesty’s Superintendent .at 
Canton; Her Majesty’s 1 Government' having;, at. the same time, had under 
consideration the several letters which have * On various: occasions. . been 
addressed by this .department .to the Admiralty, upon the nature of the 
protection, which it would * fair, desirable to afford to British subjects resident 
in or trading to China, I have now to signify to your Lordships the Queen’s 
pleasure; that the existing-instruction to the Commander-in-Chief in the East 
Indies, with respect to China, should be altogether cancelled, aud that one, iu 
the following terms, should be substituted in its stead: 

“ The trade between Great Britain aud China being now by law thrown 
open to all Her Majesty’s subjects, instead of being confined, as formerly, 
to the East India Company, the care of our commercial relations with the 
Chinese Empire has, in-consequence, been transferred to the Crown ; the East 
India Company’s establishments, at Canton and Macao Jiave been withdrawn; 
and a Qiieen’s officer has heed substituted, with the title of Superintendent and 
with the duties of a Co|isul. It is, therefore, desirable that one or more of the 
ships under your orders should, as frequently as possible; visit-‘.the China 
station, and should remain there a$ long as may be consistent with the 
demands of the service elsewhere within your command; arid whenever a 
frigate can bo spared for this service,'a ship of that class would be preferable 
to a smaller one. ‘ . > ■. *. : ’ • 

: The purposes for ,whicli such ships would he stationed are:—First,-to 

afford,'protection to British interests, and to give weight to any representations 
Which Her Majesty’s Superintendent may be under the necessity of making, 
in case i any of Her Majesty’s subjects should have just cause of complaint 
against the Chinese authorities'; and secondly, to assist the Superintendent in 
riiaintairiing older amdpg 'the crews of the British merchantmen who frequent 
the port ofCanton. . i 

^'Phe qfficeiu 'Cbrntnandihg’ the ships' of Her Majesty, which may thus 
from*hljiid 7 to tinle be sfeht to China 1 , "should be especially admonished to be 
very t^refuf . that the 'officers and 'men belonging to the ship underi'their 
command, 1 3d '.not M any way offend the ", prejudices of the- Chinese people, 
nor violate* the laws and customs of the Chinese empire; and upon all such 
matters, as well as With respect to the places where such ships ought to lie, in 
order best to be able to'perioriu the services 1 for which they are sent, the officers 
in ,<x>mmand, j^duld ; ' communicate . frequently and confidentially with Her 
Majek^’s ^Superintendentr^oiembering always, however,'*that unless in a case 
of great .emergency,.•wh.en .a.,demonstratiop pr an actual employment of force 
may be urgently and absolutely necessary for the protection of the lives 
and’property of British subjects, Her Majesty’s ships of war are studiously 
to respect the regulations of the Cliinese Government as to the limits 
beyond which foreign ships of war are not alio we’d to approach the city, of 
Canton. 7- ‘ • 

“ But it is for many reasons expedient, for the interests of Her Majesty’s 
service,, thatj you.should yourself take as early an opportunity as may be 




194 * 


convenient, to have a personal comthuniCation* with Her Majesty’s Superin* 
tendent,-who would meet you fpr that purpose at Macao; and your visit on 
that occasion should, if possible, be made in a line-of-battle ship..; The 
interchange of information between yourself and the Superintendent, for which 
such’ personal communication would afford an opportunity, would, in man^ 
possible future contingencies, be highly advantageous to British interests in that 
quarter. . , 

“You will, however, constantly bear in mind, that while, on'the one 
hand, it is useful that the Chinese should be aware of the nature and extent' of 
Her Majesty’s naval power, it is, on the other hand, most important that 
you should avoid any proceedings which might inspire the Chinese with an 
apprehension that this naval power is likely to be employed in unprovoked 
hostility against them.” 

In conclusion, I am to request that your Lordships will furnish me with 
a copy of any instructions which you may now, or at any future time, think 
proper to give to the naval Commander-in-chief in the East Indies, bearing 
upon the question of our relations with China, in order that the same may, if 
necessary, be transmitted to Her Majesty’s Superintendent in China, for his 
information and guidance. 

I am, &c., 

•(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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No. 96. . . 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received December 2,.1837.) 

l\fy Lord, Macao , March 18, 1837. 

A NIIIP upon the point of sailing for Ilengal, affords mr a prospect of 
communicating rapidly with your Lordship, by 1 lie* means of the. overland mail 
of May. 

I seize (his opportunity to transmit (lie translation of an Edict, just pro¬ 
cured through a private channel, containing the Imperial pleasure, that 1 shall 
be furnished with a passport fo proceed to (.'union for the performance of my 
duties. 

The official notification may he expected from Canton in the course of a 
few days. 

For the first time in the history of our intercourse with China, the prin¬ 
ciple is most formally admitted, that an ollieer of a foreign Sovereign, whose 
functions are. purely public, should reside in a city of the empire. Ilis Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government may depend upon my constant, cautious, and earnest 
elforts to improve this state of circumstances. 

’ I have, ike., 

• (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 96. 

Edict of the (inventor of Canton. 

ON the 20th January the report, was sent to the Emperor, stating that. 
Elliot the foreigner was to assume the management of the Merchants and 
Seamen of his country. The despatch of the I’rivv Council, containing the 
Imperial Edict, lbrwarded.by a courier of the Military Hoard, arrived on the 
15th March. 

Governor Tang luul stated, that idler the dissolution of the Company, no 
Taepan had yet come, in December, last, year, the said nation gave a special 
appointment to one of its officers to proceed to Canton, and lake the general 
control of the Merchants who had previously come to trade, and also of the 
Seamen, ike. 

Since the ships of the said nation continually arrive, there ought to be 
somebody to control, and occasionally to trampiilli/.e them. 

Now, the said foreigner has received a public official commission for the 
control of the Merchants and Sailors. Though his title and rank are not the 
same with that of Taepan, the business of controlling does not differ. 

He is, therefore, permitted, according to existing regulations, (as formerly 
the Taepan,) to go up Canton, and on his arrival at the provincial city to 
manage affairs. The Iloppo is, therefore, ordered to i-sue a permit. 

When he in future lives either at Canton, or at Macao, he ought to con¬ 
form to the old laws, lie is not permitted to exceed the proper time by 
loitering about, and thus to give gradually rise to irregularities. 

The high officers are held responsible, and must not permit, him to create 
disturbances. For this purpose they ought to issue private orders to the 
civilians, military officers, and Hong merchants, to inform themselves 
occasionally about the true, state of things, investigate and watch over him. 

If the said foreigner performs Ms duty improperly, acts irregularly, and 
combines with trait^ron* natives to disobey clandestinely the laws, he shall be, 
driven back to his country, in order to do away with the source of evil. 

Let this Edict be communicated to him. Respect this. 

In accordance to the Imperial Decree, this letter was forwarded. 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) Chaiilus Gctzlafk, 

. Joint Interpreter. 

2 C 
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No. 97. 

I. 

Captain Elliot to Cisco ant Palmerston.—(Jleceircil Aaremher 25, 1837.) 

• k 

My Lord, Alarm, March 22, 18.‘]7. 

1 IIAYI'j tlii’ honour to inform \ou that I have this day received the 
public confirmation of the intelligence conveyed in my Despatch of the 18lh 
inst.: and t!ic protracted departure of the siiip which is to carry 1 hut, com¬ 
munication. has enabled me to transmit the official document by the same 
occasion. 

This paper \onr Lordship will observe, involves the signification of the 
Imperial pleasure to his Excellency the <Governor, that I shall he furnished 
with a passport to proceed to Canton, as well as 11 is 1'Acclleney's directions to 
tin' Iloppolo arrant it to me. 

Tlie Inclosmv No. 2 is my reply to his Lxccllcnev the (iovernor, and the 
passport max he expected at Macao in ti.c course of the ensuing week. 

'i'lic immediate departme of the .•■hip will. I trust, be my sufficient excuse 
for this hurried despatch. 

I have. txe.. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inchtsurc I in No. 97. 


77/. ifopp-i. rouman,'catnip the hapcrial Sanction Jar the Resilience of ('aptilia 
lit Hut a> Can hm. liatcv' IS fh March, IS37. 


\V \\. Superintend; nt of Maritime Ca-toms. \c., 
chan's, r.-o’ii'-ing ill. T ! acquaintance herev. ilh. The 
munic;* 1 i.'M winch I received <u: t!.e Milli instant, from 
Governor Taiv* - : - - 


to the lion- Mer- 
foilov. ing is a com- 
his Excellency the 


“ in C' ’ : iu'!it:;r *! tlie Governor oliscrws 1 a memorial whiH; T addressed 
to the Throne, on the 20lh of daminry. I represented to 11 in Maiest) the fact, 
that (hr Lf.yti'ii foreigner Elliot had been appointed,to take the control over 
the merchants and seamcii o. Ids country. I have now. on I he 14th instant, 
received !>v a courier of (lie Iln-vd of War, a despatch from the Council of 
fat-'*, addri- ■•■■d to myself, enclo.-iny the subjoined Imperial edict of date, the 
.V2nd of February. 

ctt Imperial Juliet 'fan- has represented tons, (hat since the dissolution 
of the Company, no chief supercargo has come to Canton; that in December 
last year, the said nation gave a special appointment to one of its officers, to 
prone; d to Canton and take the general control of the merchants who come to 
trade, and also of the. seamen, fxe.; that since the ships of the said nation con¬ 
tinually arrive, there ought to be some one to control them, with a view to 
preserve tranquillity; and that the said foreigner having received a public offi¬ 
cial commission for the control of the merchants and seamen, although his 
title be not the same as that of the chief-supercargoes hitherto sent, yet in the 
duty of eontroling he does not differ,—It is therefore our Imperial pleasure, 
that lie be permitted to repair to Canton, under the existing regulations ap¬ 
plicable to chief-supercargoes, and that on his arrival at the provincial capital 
lie be allowed to take the management of affairs. For this purpose, the Super¬ 
intendent of Customs is hereby commanded to grant him a passport. In 
future he is to reside sometimes at Macao ami sometimes at Canton, conform¬ 
ing herein to the old regulations: and he must not be permitted to exceed the 
proper time, and by loitering about, gradually effect a continued residence. 
The said Governor and his colleagues are hereby authorised to hold the said 
foreigner responsible for the careful control of affairs, that so all disturbances 
may be. prevented. They should issue strict orders to all the officers, civil and 
military, and to the Ilong Merchants, requiring them to inform themselves 
from time, to time of the true state of things, and to keep a watch on the said 
foreigner. If Ik* exceed his duty and act improperly, or combining with trai- 
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torous natives, seek to twist the laws to serve his private cn«Is, he must imme¬ 
diately be driven back to bis country, in order cftectually to remove the source 
of evil. Let. this edict be communicated to Tail#. Respect this.’ 

“I, the Governor, have, on the receipt of this edict, given my attention 
to the subject,'and I. find, that I before sent to von a copy of mv nfemorial. 
} now direct, the linanei;d and judicial Commissioners of this province, to 
issue instructions requiring obedience to this edict. 1 will also give strict, 
commands to the civil and military officers, and to the llong Merchants, re¬ 
quiring them, from time to time, to inform themselves of the true state of 
things, and to keep a watch on the said foreigner; and it he overstep his duty 
and act, improperly, or combining with traitorou*. natiics. seek to twist, the 
laws to serve his private ends, directing (hem immediately to ri port the facts, 
and request that he he dri\en hack to his own country; at the same time 
cautioning them not to connive in any way, lest they draw investigation upon 
themselves. Resides taking these steps, it is incumbent on me to communi¬ 
cate to you the above edict, to the end that you may act in obedience to it, and 
in the hope that, its soon as the said foreigner requests a passport, you will at 
once give it to him according to the legal forms, at the same time directing 
the llong Merchants and linguists to enjoin upon him these commands,'—- 
that it is henceforth imperative on him. when coming to Canton. to manage 
allairs, to conform himself to the existing regulations applicable to chief 
supercargoes,—that lie is to he* held responsible for the careful control of 
affairs,—that he must not. overstep bis duty and act improperly, and that, as 
regards his residence, sometimes at Macao and sometimes at Canton, he must 
in this also conform to the old regulations, nor can lie he allowed to loiter 
neyond the proper period.” 

I, the lloppo, on the receipt of the above, forthwith i-siie this edict. 
When this reaches the said llong Merchants, let (hem in obedience hereto 
immediately to enjoin upon the said foreigner I hoc command-, that iris hence¬ 
forth imperative on him, m hen coming to Canton, to munnac affairs, to con¬ 
form himself to the existing regulations applicable to (•hief-'Mpereargoes,— 
that he is to be held responsible for the careful control of ulVuirs, -that he 
must. not. overstep his duty, and act improperly,- and .that, as regards his 
residence, sometimes at Canton and sometimes at Macao, he must in this 
abo conform himself to the old regul.itions, nor run he be allotted to loiter 
beyond the proper period* Oppose not. A special edict. 

Taoukwang, 17t 1*. year, ‘id month, 12th day (iMth March, ISttr.) 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) >1. Rout. Momtisox, 

Chinese >S’c< retail) anil Interprets. 


Inelosurc ‘2 in No. 07. 

Captain Elliot to the (inrernor of Canton. 

Jtlacao, March 21. 1<S«‘37. 

THE Undersigned has had the honour to receive the signification of Ilis 
Imperial Majesty’s most gracious commands that lie should he furnished with 
a passport to repair to the Provincial City and enter upon the performance 
of his duties* 

The Undersigned respectfully assures his Excellency, that, it is at once 
his duty and his anxiouft desire to conform in all things to the imperial 
pleasure. And he will therefore heedfully attend to the points adverted to 
in the papers now before him. 

The Undersigned has transmitted to the senior llong Merchant a list, of 
the persons attached to his suite, whose names ho desires to he inserted in 
his passport. # And lie avails himself of this occasion to oiler to his Excel¬ 
lency the Governor, the reiterated expression of his most respectful con¬ 
sideration. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


2 C 2 
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No. 98. 

. ' 1 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 13, 1837.) 

My Lore!, Macao, March 29, 1837. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that my passport Ifas 
this day reached Macao, and I propose to embark for Canton on the 2nd 
proximo, accompanied by the Second Superintendent, the Secretary, the 
Interpreter Mr. Morrison, and the Assistant Surgeon. 

It is not my intention to detain Mr. Johnston in Canton beyond a few 
days, because the constant residence of one of the Superintendents at 
Macao is necessary, for the purpose of conducting the business of British 
ships and subjects without the port, and also in the event of accidents here 
during my own absences at the Provincial City. 

In ease any casualty should happen to myself, it will be desirable, how¬ 
ever, that Mr. .Johnston’s position as the second person in this Commission 
should have been made formally obvious to the Provincial Government, and 
it is upon this ground that he will accompany me on this occasion of my 
first official visit. 

Mr. Colledge, the Surgeon, will remain at Macao. There arc no facilities 
for the convenient treatment of patients in {lie confined and crowded fac¬ 
tories, and therefore if any of the ollicers fall sick at Canton, it would 
always be necessary to remove them to this place. A still more urgent, 
reason for leaving Mr. Colledge at Macao, is, that an extensive and highly 
useful infirmary established here, in which sick seamen and other indigent 
persons are received, would be deprived of the services of a medical officer 
whilst this gentleman were at Canton. 

1 believe, my Lord, it will be immediately plain to you, that Macao is in 
every respect the most suitable station for the Chapel and Clergyman in 
China. It is the usual dwelling-place of all the foreign families, and a Chapel 
is already rented and furnished here: I have, therefore, requested the llev. 
Mr. Vaehcll to consider this place to be his permanent residence. 

lie will, however, visit, Canton at convenient intervals and performs 
divine service in the Ilall of the .Superintendents' Office. 

Mr. GutzlafT, the Joint Interpreter, will also remain at Macao. Pressing 
occasions for the services of such an officer are frequently presenting them¬ 
selves here. In tiny emergency of extensive correspondence with the Pro¬ 
vincial (iovernment, Mr. (.iutzlaff will join meat Canton. 

I have, &e., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 99. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 13, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, April 1 , 1837. 

BEFORE I proceed to Canton, I think it. right, to place your Lordship 
in possession of my own views upon the actual posture of circumstances 
connected with the public intercourse between His Majesty’s Government 
and this Empire. 

The Imperial edict which I have had the honour to transmit, is certainly 
a very formal and unequivocal recognition of my character as a British 
officer, appointed by the Government of iny country, to manage its public 
concerns in these dominions. No attempt as made to evadje the material 
distinction between my own position and that of the chief servant of the 
Company, or of any other foreign functionary hitherto permitted to reside 
here. The understanding that I cannot engage in trade, and that my 
business is purely public, is plainly expressed." J 
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Upon tlu; side of Ills Majesty’s Government then, my Lord, it appears 
to me. that no condition is wanting to give to the representations of its agent 
here, it complete formal character. They are. the communications of a 
foreign officer recognised hv the Emperor, addressed to the head of the 
Provincial Government, and they reach his Excellency’s hiyids in it sealed 
shape. 

% As respects the communications of the Government intended for me, 
the state of the case is very different. They are not addressed to me at all: 
they speak of me, not to me. They are injunctions to persons with whom, in 
the admission of the Emperor, 1 have no congeniality of pursuit, and who, 
therefore, in common sense, ought to have no public relations with me. 

To the extent that the employment of the Hong merchant, as a channel 
for the conveyijuee of direct sealed communications to the Governor, commits 
me to receive by tlie same hand direct scaled communications from the 
Governor, the analogy, indeed, is a sound one, ami I could offer no objection 
to practice founded upon it. Hut the use of the Hong merchant, as a letter- 
bearer to the Governor, certainly carries with it no acquiescence in the doc¬ 
trine, that the Governor’s orders addressed to that individual are binding 
upon me. 

As it is at present, I am entitled to consider that the Governor's com¬ 
munications in respect to me reach me in the form of no more than highly 
credible information. And when no public inconvenience, or grave personal 
responsibility is to be incurred* by shaping my proceedings upon knowledge 
thus acquired, I hope your Loitlship will lie of opinion that I shall only 
manifest a proper respect to these authorities by conforming to their under¬ 
stood wishes, notwithstanding the indirectness of their signification. But 
as a constant principle, it appears to he clear that my obligations of con¬ 
formity to t!it* pleasure of this Government, or of any notice of it, arc justly 
limited by the rule, that it should be directly and formally signified 
to me. 

It is not for me to dictate a mode of intercourse to the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment with an officer of a foreign nation- ami. indeed, L have a strong 
impression that events will soon open their ovv u eyes to the misiiitabieness 
and inetlicuey of the present course, for their own purposes. 

When his Excellency finds me incommunicable upon points on which he 
desires to commnicatc with me, (for to receive papers addressed to the Hong 
merchants, in my judgment, by no means commits me to acknowledge them 
in other papers, addressed to the Governor,) I imagine Ids Excellency will 
set about to seek what these obstacles are, and how they may he conveniently 
and quietly set aside. 

Ills Excellency, it may be suggested in some such conjuncture, receives 
my communications in a sealed shape addressed directly to himself, a practice 
with which 1 am perfectly satisfied; and if lie thinks til to forward his own, 
direct to me in the same wise, I could no longer presume to question the 
perfect formal sullieicney of such a manner of intercourse. 

There were, many subjects upon which his Excellency communicated’ 
with the Ilong merehtfnts, that 1 could not venture publicly to notice, 
except his pleasure were signified to me in a direct form, or through a 
responsible officer of the empire of respectable rank specially deputed for 
the purpose of carrying on the public intercourse with me. Under present 
circumstances, his Excellency's views only reached my knowledge as they did 
that of till foreign private individuals—that is to say, at. second hand, and as 
an individual, they should always have my most respectful attention. But as 
an officer, my responsibility was serious, and 1 was precluded from dealing 
with them officially, unless I had a direct public warrant for my pro¬ 
ceedings. * 

The Ilong mc.chaflts are men unacquainted with public affairs, and 
naturally swayed by their private interests, and therefore with no culpable 
intentions, their liability to mistakes and misconception is considerable. 
The consequences of such errors might be too fatal to permit me to waver 
from my just claim to he placed in direct possession of the wishes of this 
Government, whenever it was expected 1 should take public notice of them, 
committing the public interest!# of my country. 
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The Emperor had already been graciously pleased to acknowledge my 
official character; and his Imperial Majesty, in his wisdom, would also 
recognise the reasonableness of these objections anil requests, founded upon 
my duty to my own Government, and upon an anxious desire to obviate the 
risk of very hazardous misunderstandings. 

With this course of representation put forward at a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity, and in the most deferential language, I see no reason to despair of 
carrying the required modification in the mode of conducting my official 
intercourse with the Provincial Government. 

[ will conclude this despatch, by observing that, in my own humble 
opinion, the actual manner of communication from ns to the Chinese is 
sufficiently formal and complete for all our purposes. From them to us,, and 
for their objects, it is defective. I ran assure your Lordship* that this is a 
condition of circumstances far less inconvenient to his Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment than to the Provincial authorities. The defect, however, is of their own 
creation, and the remedy is in their own hands. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 100. • 

Captain Elliot to discount Palmerston.—(Received October 0, 1837.) 

My Lord, Canton, April 27, 1837 

THE inclosed papers involve a formal declaration of considerable import¬ 
ance which we have succeeded in drawing from the Governor since our arrival 
in Canton, on the 12th instant,; viz., the clear right to forward our addresses 
to his Excellency in a sealed shape, and without, previous communication 
upon the subject of their contents to any persons whatever. 

Tt is desirable bn many accounts that the circumstances under which 
this admission has been made, should he fully submitted to your Lordship’s 
knowledge. 

A few days before my departure from Macao for Canton, I received a 
letter from the Government at Singapore, acquainting me, that an English 
ship from this port, hound to England, had succeeded in rescuing seveiiteen 
Chinese from a sinking junk; that, these persons had been landed at Pulo 
Aor; that, arrangements had been made with the Malay Chief there, to con¬ 
vey them to Singapore ; and finally, that they had arrived in safely at that 
place. 

It occurred to me that the communication of this gratifying intelligence 
might he made subservient to the purpose of gradually accustoming his 
Excellency, to recognise the distinction between iny own station and that 
of the Foreign'Commercial Agents in this country. In other words, I hoped 
it would ensure a courteous answer to my address officially announcing my 
arrival at Canton. 

With that intention, the Inclosure No. 1 was transmitted to his Excel¬ 
lency, so as to roach his hands about, a day before my own arrival in Canton, 
in order that there might he no time to reply to it, till the Inclosure No. 2 
were already in his possession. 

Several days passed without any notice of either of these Inclosures, hut 
on the 16th, I received a reply to the first, and in the afternoon of the 20th, 
I was furbished with the Inclosure No. 4. 

Your Lordship will observe from this last paper,’that his Excellency had 
taken offence, or, perhaps, I might more justly say, had taken alarm, at my 
attempts (guarded and respectful though they.were) to establish the official 
character of my station. 

I perceived, however, with the greatest satisfaction, that his manner of 
repelling these advances had not been carefully measured, and that his 
Excellency had hastily placed himself in an unsound position, which it would 
have been very hazardous to maintain. 
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He is pleased to command in the Inclosure No. 4, that, the merchants 
must carefully pause and examine my papers before: they are closed; and, 
indeed, that they are not to present them if they contain language or propo- . 
sitions inconsistent with the dignity of this Empire. Now,,in the case of 
papers transmitted by the chief servants of the Company, though ! am not 
awjire the principle had ever been formally and specifically conceded, still it 
had long been practically admitted, that the merchants had no pretension to 
meddle with them. 

But-at. all events, situated as I am, the first Foreign Officer who has ever 
resided in Canton under the Imperial Authority itself, J saw at once that the 
Governor’s attempt, to press such an extreme and obsolete rule in the case of 
papers coining from me, was a mistake of considerable magnitude. If the 
communications were interrupted upon those grounds, it was plain that the 
heaviest burden of responsibility from either Government would devolve 
upon his Excellency,—not upon me. 

With the conviction then, that his Excellency had been loo abrupt in 
this respect, and sensible of the unsuitahlcncss of giving way upon such a 
point, I sent, in flic course of the afternoon of the day that, the edict, reached 
me, for llowqua, the senior Ilong merchant; and I desired the. messenger to 
let him know that my business was of urgent importance, and that if he 
were not. with me in one hour, it would he unnecessary to give himself the 
trouble to come at all. That nly communication should he conveyed to his 
Excellency through another channel, and I would leave Canton in a few 
hours. 

Your Lordship is probably aware that this very remarkable man, lias for 
many years been the senior Ifong merchant, and, indeed, the adviser and 
main agent of the Government, in all its public concerns with the foreigners. 

lie had not visited me since my arrival in Canton, neither had I thought' 
it desirable to encourage him to do so, or to hold any intercourse whatever 
with the llong merchants. 

Within t!i" time fixed, Ilowqua came to me in the llall, and 1 told him 
civilly, that I did not dare to accept such an edict as lie had that day forwarded 
to me, and that 1 should therefore return it to him immediately. 

He entreated me not. to pursue any instant, course of that kind, and 
begged with the most marked and painful anxiety that I would explain to 
him the particular grounds upon winch I objected to receive this paper. 

1 assured him that it was far from my wish to involve him in any dillicul- 
ties with his own Govcnment; and in order to save him harmless as’ much as 
in me lay, l would detain the edict till the day after the next, at eleven o’clock, 
when he would lie so good as to return to me again and receive it, as well as 
a written declaration explanatory of my reasons for declining to take it, and 
of the other steps which his Excellency's proceedings had forced upon me. 

On the 22nd instant, at eleven o’clock, llowqua came to me again, and 
I then signed the lnolosurc No. 5, in his presence, and delivered it to him, 
together with the Governor’s edict No. 4. 

I announced to him also, that 1 did not in the least desire to limry.his 
Excellency, but' if this matter were not satisfactorily adjusted by the 26th 
instant, at twelve o’clock at night, I should leave Canton. 

It was possible it might be thought desirable that I should go down inside; 
(that is to say, by the passage, requiring a Passport.) 1, therefore, told 
Hovvqua it should not be refused if one were sent, to me; but it must be 
understood that I was content with the outer passage, and would by no means 
ask for a Passport, or wait beyond the fixed time. He requested me, how¬ 
ever, so earnestly to stay two days longer, that I deferred the period of my 
contigent departure till the 28th instalit, at midnight. 

In the course of these visits I studiously abstained from* acceding to 
Howqtia’s eager desire, that I would propose some modification for the Gover¬ 
nor’s consideration. But in my mind, there is always considerable advantage 
in leaving as fliuch as possible fo the Chinese authorities, the unaided task of 
devising practicable modes of escape from complications which they have 
themselves created. It appears to be better to say what cannot be done, than 
what can; for, to furnish them .with schemes will, generally speaking, be to 
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provide them with tlu* means of detecting what is particularly wanted, and 
with the manner of most adroitly baffling suMi objects. 

To all the attempts of TIowqua, therefore, to discover what would best, 
answer my own purposes, I thought it safest, to reply, that the Governor was 
a high and a wise officer, and that it was not. for me. to presume to suggest any 
course of action for his Excellency’s adoption. ' 

My own luimhle duty was fulfilled, when I had explained to him what I 
could not do. 

In the course of the 21th instant, Ilowqua came to me and said, that the 
Governor had declared it was wholly out of his power to communicate with 
me directly. But, his Excellency admitted that, my objections were well 
founded, to any intervention of the merchants, in respect to my papers, except, 
only to convey them to him, closed up. And he was, therefore, willing to 
forward me an edict, clearly conceding my right always to communicate 
directly with him, under sealed covers. 

His Excellency, too, seeing that I was an officer, would address his 
replies, intended for me, to the three senior Hong merchants, who held 
honorary ollieial rank, and not to the whole t'o-IIong. 

Ilowipia desired to know w hether 1 could accept of this modification. 

[ replied, it, must, depend entirety upon the language in which an edict, 
containing such conditions, were, couched. .If that were in the least degree, 
disrespectful to my Government, oral all equivocal upon five point of my right 
to direct scaled communications with his fvxeelleney, it should be returned, 
and I would leave Canton. 

Late in the night, on the 25th instant, the lnclosure No. (i was brought 
to me, and, under all the circumstances of the ease, I have determined not to 
reject these overtures. But it is my purpose to reply in terms which will leave 
the determination of the direct intercourse from his Excellency to m\self, an 
open point, and subject to the further instructions of im own Government. 

Upon the whole, 1 trust that this course will not incur your Lordship's 
disapprobation. The very grave responsibility of the high functionaries of 
this despotic Government, is a consideration that I am sure your Lordship 
will not wish should be lightly estimated by a person in my station. And 
though I felt it right to attempt the concession of the direct intercourse from 
the Governor on this occasion, the result has certainly* not deceived me. Neither 
can I doubt that an obstinate adherence to the demand would have ended in 
disappointment, and probably in considerable public inconvenience. 

Most peculiarly, my Lord, is every subject connected with the ollieial 
intercourse with British functionaries, a source of the keenest, watchfulness ; 
and concessions, of which this suspicions Court, could not easily he made to 
perceive the immediate necessity, would be almost certain to draw down most 
serious consequences upon the head of that functionary by whom they were 
made. 

I felt, then, that further attempts of this kind in the early stages of my 
career, had better lie avoided. They would, possibly, drive bis Excellency into 
a perverse mood, compounded of well-founded dread of bis own Government,— 
of groundless suspicions of 11 is Majesty’s,—of national conceit, of extravagant 
official assumption ; and it may very well be of some needful deference to the 
prejudices of his own countrymen. A condition of temper, in short, calculated 
to provoke, a refusal of all reasonable terms of accommodation,and, therefore, 
of all hope of quietly accomplishing further concessions. * 

It'was to be borne in mind, that, if bis Excellency had hurried into a false 
position, he had not been slow to escape from it, and the unusually moderate 
tone of his last edict, (No. (>,) might haye made it easy' to remove all imputa¬ 
tion of unreasonable impracticability from himself upon me. I believe, iny 
Lord, I may say of that paper, that it is the most courteous in point of 
language, and the, most yielding in substance, which has ever fallen from the 
Provincial Government upon the subject of official communication. For 
example, in the ease of a letter from the Governor-General of India, delivered 
by Captain Frecrnantle, in the year 1931, it was found impossible to induce the 
Tsng-tuh to return a direct answer, or to notice it in any other way, than 
through the ordinary means of an edict, addressed to the I long merchants, for 
communication to the select committee. 
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responsible communications, therpjfOpciety.ofGovero- 
mtoh e 8 muc l‘ S* possible, the disposal of ail 'point* wind* may wise, involving • 
any interruption of them,—rthe, desirableness of refraining an, fnrly ex¬ 

citement. of his Exceliencjr’s, suspicion or disincUnntiou 'toh^rds iiic, and the 
advantages of proving that* our objects arc moderate, by a prompt acceptance 
of temperate concessions. . . . 

I anxiously hope, my Lord, that ‘these considerations will bet bought to 
be of sufficient force to justify the conduct 1 have pursued, and that it will not , 
he displeasing to his Majesty’s (lovernineiu. 

Less, of firmness in the first stage of this affair might have subjected rpe 
to continued indignity, and continued invasion of recognised practice;—an 
obstinate adherence to the new proposition might, have deprived Ills Majesty's 
Government of natural means to advance, and a favourable state of circum¬ 
stances for the peaceful attainment of far more useful concessions than any 
that I can hope to secure .without, further countenance or interposition, from 
England. ■” „ _ 

It is satisfactory to me to add, that Mr. Johnston has fully coincided 
with me throughout this transaction. 

I have, &.C., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

P. S.—-The protracted departure of the ship which carries this despatch 
enables me to transmit a copy of the note l have addressed to the Governor,, 
in reply to his last edict. 


Inclosure l in No. 100. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Macao, .Iprif 8, 1837. 

THE Undersigned has the honour to acquaint your*Excellency, that he 
has received despatches from the Government of Singapore, informing him 
that seventeen native!* o£ China had arrived there in January last, from a 
place culled Pulo Aor. ... 

The chief of these persons represents, that he is an officer of this Empire, 
and that the vessel in which they were embarked was carrying grain from one 
port to another, when she was overtaken by a violent tempest, and blown ; off 
the coast. . ; 

The vessel was reduced to a condition of extreme peril in the. high seas, 
and six of the unfortunate men has already sunk under the effect of cold and 
privation, when the English ship of Monerieff hound from Canton to England, 
came up with her. 

This Commander with becoming Immunity took the people, out of the 
wreck under circumstances of great difficulty, and left (hum.at Pulo Apr, 
having made arrangements with the native Chief there, to convey them to 
Singapore, .,. , , . • * 

’ It,is a pleasing duty to the Undersigned on this occasion to acknowledge 
in grateluV tpnit,?, Jthe.niany. acts,o£„kipdne.ss which bis owp shipwrecked 
hounttymcn lvive experienced, on the coast of China. , 

. . Tbe ibtpv.ehangp, q( tkestpebarkiics cannot fail to strengthen;the'bonds of 
peacaand good-will between the two nations. < , , .. 

^ ^.^I^ lmdersigntk avails.himself of this ogeasipn, to renejv to yqiif Exceir 

‘ :» 4 1 i liiaules : ELLiprit’j 




Inclosure' 9 ita. N o % 101. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, April 19, 1837 

THE Undersigned has the honour to announce to your Excellency his'ar- 
rival a< Cunt on, for the performance of his public duties agreeably to the au- 
thoiity contained in an Imperial edict. 

The Undersigned takes the liberty respectfully to observe to your Excel¬ 
lency that it is customary for officers of his nation, on their arrival in the chief 
city of the country where they are to perform their official duties, to propose 
to have the honour of paying their peisonal respects to the chief authority. 

The Undersigned believes this pi notice is ulso consonant with the customs 
of tliis Empire, unci it will afford him great satisfaction to offer such a proof 
of respect whenever your Excellency shall think fit to receive him and his 
suite. 

The l ndci signed avails himself of this opportunity to renew to your Ex¬ 
cellency the sentiments of his high respect. 

(bigned) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure if in I^o. 100. 

T/h Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchant v 

TANG, Governor of Kuangluiig and Kwangse, &c., issues this order to 
the senior I long Mei chants, requiring their full acquaintance therewith. 

On the 12th instant the English Snpeiintendent of Jliitish m rchants 
trading in China, Elliot, ptesented the following address:— 

[Here insetted thefoietjoimj Document .] 

Tliis coming before me, the Governor, I have examined it, anti find, that 
cerlain natives of Quint--military officers, soldiers, passengers, and seamen, 
proceeding from Formosa, encountered ofF the Pescailor Islands a tempest, 
which drove them to the English island of Pulo Aoi ; that a vessel of the 
said nation, commanded by iMoncrieff, saved seventeen persons, and delivered 
them mer to the foreign chief at Singapore, by whom information thereof has 
been sent to the said Superintendent, and be has reported the same. The 
dutifulness herein manifested is worthy of commendation. 

, 1 have not, however, as yet received from the Government of Fuhkccn 

ufiy communication respecting the loss of any rice-laden Government vessel 
in consequence of storms on the voyage from Formosa. But, having received 
the preceding report, I have directed the financial Commissioner of this province 
to send a statement to the above effect to the Governor of Fuhkccn and Che- 
keang, requesting him to examine respecting the facts, and write mein answer. 
And when the said shipwrecked officers, soldiers, aqd people are sent back to 
Canton from the said nation, I will direct my suiiordinate officers to .send 
thfim on, according to law, to Fuhkeen. I further issile this order on the sub¬ 
ject. When it reaches the said I long Merchants, let them immediately enjoin 
t on the said Superintendent, that he knowing it may act accordingly. Op¬ 
pose not. Thte is the order. 

Taoukwang, 17th year, 3d month, 9th day (April 13th, 1837.) 

Translated from the 1 Chinese. „ 

(Signed) J. Robt. Mophison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter .. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 100. 

Edict of the Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

1 1 „ * April 19,1837. 

TANG, Governor of Kwangtung and Kv/angse, &c., &c,, issues thiBord—^ 
requiring obedience. ’ * 



. w o , 

On the 12th iiasti^ the jSiiptermteiident Elliot, reported* that a 

vessel, with officers and people r>; encountered a gale off the 

Pescador Islands, was driven'fo^oloAor,;vidthm the doininlons of the said 
nation; that thepersone onhoard^Ri rescued ; j^d;tH^t the foreign chief; 
at Singapore .bad informed the said Superintendent b|)ili : e :t!jlrcuii»tance, in 
order that hfe tnight re^ort the same. On the receipt of this report, I, the 
Governor; communicated the subject in the proper quarters,’ and also com¬ 
manded the'senior Iiong Merchants to enjoin orders on the said Superintend- ; 
ent, that, he knowing the same, might act accordingly. ; : , . » . 

" '*■' But f<w all—for those without as well asrthose within the palcof the Em-- 
pire—there are rules ahd bonds of action, stylos and modes of expression, be- 

aL-i. J! —I-! a . • _1 i _X_ l .■ l •_ . .1 oh . i • 

renovating 



Ott 

They have tendered to.the Celestial 
' Empire their respectful services, and this Empire stands in truth at the head 
of the lands at -its remotest borders, in no other character than that of a ruler 
amid ministering servants. As to foreign merchants, permission is granted, 
them to trade and to.export, and thus is bestowed on them the means of ob¬ 
taining profit. And in regard to those in distress, they are rescued from their 
distresses, and with needful gifts are sent back. These things arise solely 
from the all-pervading goodness, ami cherishing kindness of the GreatEm- 
peror, whose favours are constant, and universal. Between him and the Siniill, 
the petty, how can there exist anything like “ bonds of peace and' good-wili' 
The said Superintendent, in Ins address on (his occasion, has failed alto- 



nations, giving utterance to his owft putted-up imaginations. ' Not only 1 is 
this offensive to the dignity to be maintained, but also the ideas therein ex¬ 
pressed are absurd and ridienlnus. At the time, 1, the Governor* on account 



from casting back 1 to him his address. But the said;Superintendent having 
come to Canton for the'purpose of controlling the merchants and seamen, he 
cannot, avoid having from time to time addresses jo make. And if not fore- : 
warned, it will be' impossible to insure that he will not, by continued ignorance 
and blindness, fall into some grave error. This then would.not be. the. way?to 
' preserve uninjured the concerns of the foreigners. :< c;. , 

I therefore issue this order to the senior tlong merchants, requiring tb&n 
immediately to enjoin it on the said Superintendent Elliot, that he may act in 
obedience to it. ,,! In whatever addressee ho may have to present* he is. tibsn- 
lutely'required tb conform implicitly to all that is trailed for by the dignity of 
" the Celfesfiai Empire:- He'thustbe careful to render his expressions thoroughly 
■ respectfiil, ifjL order that appropriate commands may be given in reply. Let 
^hjrn'not agajii step into any path opposed to the dignity of the Empire, awi so 
' thsad in U'course df still greater error. 

p; '- The .aenior Hdhg nusrehants/ whenever the said Superintendent,:on a 
' fdreign tnefehant of any nation; 1 presents an address, on any subject, are^e- 
quired to give it a previous close and careful perusal*.and if there be in it pny 
thing, as -iU'this 1 iiista'UtJej inebnsistont with the perfect dignity to be main- 


i. party? by. dOib£ which 1 * they 
severe investigation. - , ^ ;■' _ ’ 0 •' 

■the tSoverfic r; having sjmk’miTtbe law Wall follow up what. I say. 
all pen listen with trembKn^ attention. Oppose not these commands. 
TaopHttang, 17th jear.Mtnonth, 15th day (April 19th, 1837.) 

■ r Chinese* " - . 

/ . (Signed^/■"■■'‘v J; Robt. Morrison, 

i ‘Jr, v ■> and interpreter; . , 


Let 



Captain itlliotto the Governor of Cariibn. 

*• ■ *.••■ *-f' V 1 i ? \>«‘ f t'-. -• ' »"•. .j s 

.. . , t () ca^tani;Aptit 

ON, the 20th inMant, the Undersigned, c,, received a coinnmmca- 

; tjon ,frcmi the I,long: ^nerchapts, concerning, an edict, IV,o ,hi the Governor, 
.addressed to (hem, dated pMtie IDtli instant..(.* * r ' 1 

s , . tin Jits- Exe<;Uewy ! s. indict, tp the Hong miH^iapts,.pe if pleased to com- 
, maud the,senior, of their body to give all the addresses,, vv^iqh it may be the 
! duty pf .thp l hiders,igued to submit, a close and, careiul perusal, before they 
present them t,o lus!i%;ceHency. And , if they shall not. a'pprpye of the 
language, not to dace to present them, but, immediately to fend them back.^ 
..The l : ndersigaed, cmmot.presume to question the perfect autliprit.y of liis 
Excellency to issue any orders, couched in any ley ms which, he may think fit, 
totheillong nierchants.. 

. JLlpt Ihe l'ndersigiicd is a Foreign .OlHcer, ; and not a inerchaht, and. he 
,toast lake the, ,libci;ty re^iKjcUullydo declave, .that it. is.impossible for him to 
submit his addresses.,,to the • Governor, to.-tjie knowledge or approbation of 
the i long ^nerchants,, before, they fire for>vrtrded. . ... 

In the present posture of circumstances, tjfcrefore, the. Undersigned must, 
cease to forward apy.,further addresses to his Excellency. And it is at the 
same time his,du,ty, to add,,, that in future lie can only receive such official 
communications, sealed with his Excellency's seal, as his Excellency shall be 
pleased to address directly to himself, and not to the Hong merchants. 

To direct, scaled communications -from, that, high quarter, it must always 
he the duty and the earnest effort of the Undersigned, to give the most 
respectful and zealous attention. 

The terms of his Excellency^ lust edict .to, .die Hong merchants, and the 
instructions which the Undersigned has now received from his own Govern¬ 
ment, constrain him-to way,'that he cannot deViatcfromhis present determi¬ 
nation, without drawing down certain ruin upon his own head. 

, U 'FAb' exalted public station of his Excellency, and his experience in 
. affuirs, .render, it needless, for the Undersigned to,press upon, the rule, that an 
hlliueifs.obligations(Of. iiUity.jtp his vevn,.Gevgrnnient jifo .sacred, ami, must be 
fulfilled. 11 ,. 

(Signed) , i: , ( ;CWAIkLES ELLIOT 


h » * *» ■ • "f • ’; ^ ' .r • * V: oJitJt! 

w.uXoclq^nre fiJLa,|So, ,l,0p V;tl 

>(>> t*i yjiili.il;! f»i/. 1J- •. ... .i S WVi'i- ,• 

:,qoc, Tim (rvoerwr.tf Qqnt<mju.th#, fjtygftjfirtffopif .., 


U’-ilC .''Ti'M C) 1 **• * f, :* * ' *it : ‘ ' ' 1 S*V t 'd y *,*v • ;» ■ tO'VJ-i? 

ih,T£N&i\GQvwnw tof^^^angtungj Kw^g^e^&c^ in/efera 
^matter th.at v hfts,heen siihunttcd.,. u.,. ,.,m V-j ’ .>{• 


On the 23rd of April,,,.th0 

’.address;:-*,!, f/JAH. J . ' ‘ ” •• ■. ‘ ' '. 

“ The English Superintendent Elliot, has handed to us the subjoined paper 
\Herc. tV inserted -thr*foregoing i)ocM»ie«^k aii ddias-..requested ua : .ta.repre- 
sent for liim the above particulars. As behoves us, we forthwith submit, for 
him the above particulars, humbly awaiting your Excellency’s Icominands, 
which shall be fully obeyed.” • 

Upon the receipt, of this, I the Governor have examined into the matter 
referred to. I find that the said Superintendent, having newly come to! 
Canton, and being in consequence unacquainted with the rules'of dignity in. 
the Celestial Empire, made .use, in his. former addresis^of expressiopjs not 
altogether proper ; which led fbe, the Governor, to sendtp him coihmpds of 
a special nature, making known to 'him thp prolilbliuifisand 
and thus preserving liiin froin erroiv ; •> Var V ’ 




'Xfi 


Now the above rfeprettgitot^ before me by the said 

merchants, I perceive- is riblc to understand the 

duties of faithfulpdg^ apd respectfub a(ientjp.p, that;^ J\e will not indulge 
the slightest desire to act contrary to the requirements# dignity; that he is 
jqdeed dutifplly^dj^pqsed. Hereafter, whenever he may have occasion to 
address me oji my subject, the said Superintendent is permitted to seal 
his addres^s,' dnd'‘ so ^deliver" them' to ' the sehioi 1 ; merchants,' Woo 
SShadyung, Loo i K'dkw , a!tl£, and Ptom/Shaokwang [IIbw<{ua, * Mowqua. arid 
Poukeqria], |o present for hiiri. :; Af regards the snbjefct. ‘matter of his 
addresse^Jlriq'tfte nature of thfe ‘e^fj^esftlons adopted, it will nbt be rjiflicttlt 
for irie the, Governor, myself to distinguish them, and act in reierendfeto 
theip. But. with ‘respect to commands issued by me, the Governor; to 
the foreigners froiii without the Empire, requiring their; obedience in ariy 
matter, the established ride. of the Celestial • Empire is, always to 'address 
them to the said serijor'Hortg iriftrehahts, to be enjoined by them; arid this 
rule it is inexpedient to rilter. ' ■ ’ '• ' 

On a review of the particulars contained in the above address. I forth- 
with issue this order. When it reaches the said senior merchants, let them 
immediately enjoin it on 1 the said Superintendent, that he, having knowledge 
thereof, ruay act'accordingly. Oppose not. these commands. 

Taoukwang, 17th year. 3rd month,’ 21st day (April 25tli, 1837). 

Translated ftbiri'l lie Chinese. 

(Signed) * J. Rmir. Morrison, 

Chinese Seeretart/ and 'Interpreter^ 


Inclosure 7 in No. 100. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton, 

" • * ’ ■ *■ ' ■• •• c 4 ':.; : f « ft :* f* »> 

“ Canton, -rlpril $7, 1837. 

THE Uriderslghcd> &«., &cl; has had the Iidnonytw receive an edict ft'om 
youk- Excellency, addressed to the three senior Hong 1 ’Merchants, dated on the 
,25th instant, for communication to him. ! : 

’ ' He 1 begs to offer your Excellency his respectful thanks for the commands 

that his addresses shall always be transmitted to your Excellency’s bands, by 
the three senior Hong Merchants, in a sealed form. 

Your Excellency, however, an iiriistrioiis ofliCcr iri a very high station, has 
been pleased to signify that the customs of the empire prevent a direct com¬ 
munication of your commands to,,the Undersigned. 

Under these circumstkiices, 1 fie hrili hdh't liis most earnest attention to the 
course which it becomes him to pursue. And he is humbly of opinion, that 
he shall best eviltlce hik*profound respect fbr the rules of tbft empire, by con- • 
tipuing to carry on the comiqunications in the manner prescribed by your 
‘ ExcrillericyJ 'uritil' he ‘can i^bdi're the’ further tipnifiiahds ufhfs own CiqvWwneniL 
•The \Jndersigned avails, himself of .this- occasion to'‘kmcw’ td yOdt*®fc- 
IfetlenC^ ttleseritlinerifsof 1 KtS Highest.’cdiisideratidri/ ,!if - ’ •>*) 

tned) CHARLES ELLIOT, 


?• 




Captpm Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 2, 1838.) 

My Lord, Canton, May 24, 1887. 

IN connexion with the subject of my Despatch of the 27th ult., I have 
now the honour to transmit an Edict from the Governor of the Two Provinces in 
reply to the note, lnclosurc No. 7 of that communication. 

His Excellency’s declaration of the hopelessness of further change in this 
respect is principally of importance as a record, that he clearly apprehends the 
temporary conditions upon which the actual intercourse us maintained. 

Hut, my Lord, whilst there is very little doubt that Ilis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment might find it practicable to carry the required modification without an 
absolute rupture, still it is to he considered that, to this Government, and in 
this state of society, ceremonious customs arc probably grave realities, the poli¬ 
tical moment of which we are unable to estimate. At all events, it is certain 
that this point is not to be attained by formal concession without inducing senti¬ 
ments of great mortification ; and the first occasion of direct intercourse would 
possibly furnish unpalatable proof that idle pretensions of superiority had only 
been offensively exaggerated by irritated feeling: 

Upon the whole, perhaps, your Lordship, may he led to think that there 
can he no advantage in wringing a change of practice in this respect from the 
Chinese Government. And I would submit that, if the actual manner of the 
intercourse, (direct with the Governor—indirect from him,.) be not best suited 
to the condition of circumstances in this country, at least, its further modifica¬ 
tion had better he left to time and favourable opportunities. 

The speediest possible extension of commercial relations with China, which 
may he consistent with the uninterrupted maintenance of the existing trade, 
must no doubt he. a subject of great interest to Tiis Majesty’s Government. 

In the furtherance of that end, 1 would presume to say, that some 
degree of watchful eountouancc and support in, our neighbourhood is of 
primary importance ; but, on the other hand, 1 am sure the King’s officers upon 
the spot can hardly he too strictly instructed to avoid the needless agitation of 
points of form, and to use the utmost diligence in the conciliation both of the 
authorities and the people. 

Your Lordship may be assured, that a main obstacle to the freer intercourse 
between the high provincial functionaries and the foreigners has hitherto been 
some strong feeling of apprehension, upon the part of these officers, that it 
exposed them to considerable risk of insult in the sight of their own people. 

But in the state of things I advert to, anxious to inquire and observe, and 
without apprehension of contumelious treatment, I believe they would soon 
draw towards us in a tractable spirit; and 1 see no reason to doubt, that the 
progress of improvement would be at once rapid and safe. 

" • I have, <tc., 

v,t * (Signed) » CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure in No. 101. 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

TANG, Governor of the two Provinces, &c., issues these commands to-the 
senior, Hong merchants, requiring their Ml acquaintance therewith;'' ■ - - • 

the Sfcili of April, the following address from the‘English'Superin- ' 
tendent Elliot was laid before me. ' ' . , 

[Here is inserted Captain Elliot's Address to the Governor, of April 27, 1837.] 

This address coming before me, I the Governor have peru&d the docu¬ 
ment, and fully informed myself of its contents. •' ! b . ■ . ... 

As to my commands, which I the Governor may have to give, such.ic»m- 
mands have hitherto been enjoined and inculcated through the medium of thfe’ s 



senior Ilong merchants. This, concerns the settled dignity of the Celestial 
Empire; and the said nation, irj its up-gazing contemplation of the majesty and 
benignity of the empire, will assuredly indulge no foolish expectations of change. 
Let obedience be at, once paid in ..this matter, as is agreeable to the duty of the' 
said Superintendent’s office. • 

The above address being fully authenticated, 1 forthwith issue these com¬ 
mands to the said senior Hong merchants, Ilowqua and Movvqua. Let them 
immediately enjoin the commands on the said Superintendent,, that he, knowing 
the same,‘may act accordingly. Oppose not these commands. 

Taoukwang, 17th year, 3rd month, 27th day (1st May, 1837.) , 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) ,J. Rout. Morrison, , j 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


No. 102. 

Captain Elliot to John Backhouse , Esq.—(Received February 2, 1838.) 

Sir, . Canton, June 2, 1837, 

IT had always been the custom that the chief servants of the Company 
should remove to Macao upon a passport during the inactive season of the year. 
And when the arrangements were made, in consequence of which I am now at 
Canton, it was agreed that l should conform in this respect to the old practice. 

I was sensible, however, at the time, that if any sudden emergency should 
present itself during the period of the annual retirement at Macao, there was 
considerable inconvenience in being obliged to wait till a passport could be for¬ 
warded from Canton, and l could proceed up in the .regular mariner by the 
inner passage. Such a necessity would usually entail a delay of at least 
ten days. 

liutl was apprehensive, that if this point had been pressed at that moment, 
I should awaken the. suspicions .of the Government, and risk the success of 
the main object in view. And it seemed, too, that there would be no great 
difficulty in placing this* and other matters on a better fooling, when the early 
temper of watchfulness had in some degree subsided. 

After I bad been, then, about three weeks in Canton, I thought it would be 
judicious to anticipate any disquietude, upon the part of the Governor, as to my 
disposition,in bis own language, to sit fast, by applying at once for a passport to 
retire to Macao; a course which was the more natural, as the usual period for 
departure had already passed, i left Canton, however, with the purpose to seize 
the first favourable occasion for a return by the outer passage. 

In a, few days there reached me a communication from a Commander of 
a ship at Whampoa, complaining that his seamen were disorderly : and per¬ 
ceiving that this was a.description of ease which might be made to sustain the 
application I meditated, I lost no time in coming up to Canton in the cutter. 
It may be proper to add that she had not passed the Boeca Tigris since the. 
events in 1834. 

The Inclosurcs No. 1 and 2 will place you in possession of the very satis¬ 
factory results to which these proceedings have led. 

His Excellency’s Edict, you will permit me to observe, is very deserving of 
attention. It formally places me on a different footing from any foreigner who 
has ever yet resided in this country, and the concession is vindicated by the 
adoption of my own reasoning; by the plaiu admission, in fact, that the 
unrnixed official pbaracter of my station warrants and requires^tlje relaxation. 

It is valuable too, in other respects, for though it is not impossible that I 
might have come up and remained here for a season, during the period of the 
customary Retirement at Macao, without interference upon the part of the 
Government, still I am sure it will be felt that my unauthorized presence at 
Canton would have been an unsuitable state of things. 

e- : I« concluding this despatch I venture to offer my humble opiuion (strength¬ 
ening. by. every day’s experience in the country,) that there is an increasing 
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disposition upon the part of th^Cliideste. ^oyejrnihept to cdncijit^ff rtu^.qf ,1*7 
Majesty. And I h.opc it will he/thought, that ipy owo hicasuree and 
approaches havp; in some sense, served,to fJOpourf\ge this spirit. of.acQnrnnipd^® 1 ^*? 

’ ”7, 7. • 1 haye^&c.,. 77 ,7.',' 7, 

^^igned);^; ; charles jRtLioT. 


Enclosure 1 ih t No,’102. 

Captain'Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

\ ’ s 1 r • 

.-.-.. -.-. CeuUon,~MmfJl5 r 1837. 

THE Undersigned has the honour, respectfully to represent to your Excel¬ 
lency that sudden and urgent occasions for his immediate presence in the pro¬ 
vincial city frequently, opeur, during the period of, lps custopiary-annual retire¬ 
ment at Macao, both for the dispatch' of public business and the quelling of 
disturbances on board, the English shipping at Whampoa. 

The delay at Macao till a chop can be forwarded is often very considerable,’ 
and in most eases at least ten days would elapse before due 1 undersigned Could 
arrive at Canton. • ' ■ 1 • >*/<<« .' < ! 

Tho risk and the inconvenience of this statbof things drill be plain to your 
Excellency, arid tho Undersigned therefore takes the liberty earnestly to request 
that your Excellency, bearing in mind that lie is an oflicer, and not a merchant, 
will be pleased to permit him to repair to Canton in his own boat whenever' 
these sudden necessities present themselves. He would not fail to report the 
period of his arrival and departure. 

This facility for the performance of bis duties would be very acceptable to 
the Government of his country, and it would afford another proof of the con¬ 
siderate wisdom which has always distinguished your Excellency’s administration. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to your Excellency 
the sentiments of his highest consideration. 

(Signed) 1 . CHAU LES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 102 ' 

Tho Goner nor of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

' * •* A 

TANG, Governor of the provinces Kwaugtung and Kwangsc, &c., &c., 
issues these commands to the senior TTong merchants, requiring them to be fully 
informed thereon. • > * . . ....... • 

The English Superintendent Elliot has presented the following address: 

[ line /V instill erl tht farraping, docuMent. ] 

This having been received and authenticated, *1 the Governor have 
examined the subject.' >Thc said Superintendent's official duties consisting in tiler 

particular guidvpj dfcthc P^rglvints.and.scqiponvitjsof cqu,qsc,jigUtJt^itpwlicn- 
ev«r any trouble? arise .among these classy, lie., should nniucdintjeljr^prpceed- 
faithfully -to, ip.vcstigate.uiul settle them.._ .Tfie,ss>id' Sflperiptemleut ? s pruse^^«», > 
sentation, “ tliat if, during the period of his $fc*y jfcfcshpiMA li&j# gjftUid 

to attend to. at,Canton or >Vtqimpo^, hc.fea^fhaf to kfyrpqpi^ 
till,his application, (or,, fi. .passport js,.yrijl 
delays,” is, a cprrcct,§tafeipe»t ,gt .fvqd r il 

from time .to tunc, as business may occitr, to comq,, up ,.and^^rdWn d»l a& f 
European boatN*.»t roakiqgdf accessary to apply for ^passport.' 

r . On;every ocy^on bcfore.thc.gaid Superintendent leaves Macao, and after he 
returns, it will be bis duty to report clearly tjj/the sub-prefect at Macao the cir¬ 
cumstance and the time, in order that that lyfficcr lnay report the saffiL to myself 
and the Superintendent of Maritime Cus^ 01USj severally, for the sake of thorough 
precision. * w 

Besides communicating to tl>*,Superintendent of Maritime Customs the 
matter of the above address, 1 ^OcTorthwith issue these commands to the said 
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senior Hong merchants, Howqua. Mowqua, and Foukequa, that they may 
immediately enjoin them on the said Superintendent, to be obeyed by him. But 
he must keep his station, and'diligeutly attend to his official duties. 1, the 
Governor, rule affairs with justice, and firmly maintain the laws, nor in the 
managemement of public business can I allow of any false pretences. .Let him, 
on no account presume, when without business, to frame pretexts for moving, 
hV he draw on himself investigation. This is important. Be carefully atten¬ 
tive. These are my commands. . 

Taoukwang, 17th year, 4th month, 28th day (1st June, 1827.) 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) J. Uobkkt Mohuison, 

Chinese Sec re! an/ and Interpreter. 


No. 103. 

Captain Elliot to John Backhouse, Esq. — ('Received February 2, 1838.) 

Extract. Macao, July 3, 1837. 

AN eligible mode of disposing of them f.toxie shipwrecked natives of 
.lopan,~\ has, however, presented itself, of which I have gladly availed myself. 

Mr. Gutzlaff informs me tlrnt an American vessel is about to proceed front 
lienee on a voyage of investigation.to the Looehoo’s, the Coroan Peninsula, and 
the Coasts of Japan ; and he has requested my leave to join this expedition. A 
passage has also been offered for the Japanese under our care, ami it may be 
proper to add, that several other shipwrecked natives of that Country, lately 
arrived here from Manilla, are to proceed by the same opportunity. 

The Inclosure No. 3, is a Letter to the Honourable the Vice-Admiral 
(Commanding in Chief, covering a Communication to Captain Quin, of His 
Majesty’s Sloop llaleiijli, and these papers will make you acquainted with the 
nature of the Service upon which that vessel is actual v employed. 

They will also explain that Captain Quin has undertaken to forward my 
views with respect to the. Japanese l»y calling at Najuikiang, in the Great 
Loochoo, on his way to the Bonin Islands, for the purpose of enabling 
Mr. Gutzlaff to meet the .American vessel. 

The rnelosnre No. 4, is a Letter I have addressed to Mr. Gutzlaff, with 
respect to the disposal of the Japanese. 

I have, &<\, 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Ch inf Superin ten den t. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 103. 

Mr. Gutzlaff to Captain Elliot. 

• • 

Sir, Macao, June 20, 1837 

MR. King, an American merchant resident at Canton, has requested me to 
go on board one of his vessels, which is to visit Japan and the adjacent 
Countries in order to act as Interpreter. As this will likely prove a very 
interesting voyage and may be the means of gaining important information 
altout those unknown regions, I take the liberty of asking leave in order to 
accompany this expedition. I shall be happy to communicate to you the result 
of our investigation and researches, and humbly trust that you will kindly grant 
rue leave of absence, whilst 

I remain, &c.," * 

(Signed) C1L GUTZLAFF. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. }03. 

Captain Elliot to Mr. Gutzlaff. 

Macao, June 21, 1837. 

MY letter of this clay’s date to Captain Quin, of His Majesty’s ^fiip 
Raleigh, which has been communicated to you, will have placed you in 
possession ol the nature and objects of the duty I have now to impose upon you. 

Conscious of your talents, and attainments, and relying with great 
confidence upon your zealous desire to apply them to the Public Service, I am 
relieved of all necessity of furnishing you with detailed Instructions. 

After the completion of this service, I feel myself called upon to grant you 
the leave of absence you have requested, and Captain Quin has been so good as 
to undertake to convey you to Napakiang for the purpose of meeting the vessel 
on which you propose to embark. 

A separate letter upon the subject of the Japanese fishermen entrusted to 
your care shall be addressed to you. 

1 am to request you will keep a minute ol any' conferences in which you 
may be engaged with the- Mandarins in Full keen, or with the Authorities at the 
Loochoo’s. And I would also hope that you will note for the information of 
his Majesty’s Government any circumstances* of general interest connected 
with the condition of the Countries which «you may chance to visit during 
your absence. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 103. 


Captain Elliot to Vice-Admiral Sir T. Bladen Capel. 

^' r > Macao, June 2G, 1837. 

AN opportunity (or Madras affords me an occasion to acknowledge the 
honour of your Despatch of the 3rd May, this day received. 

I now beg leave to acquaint you that His Majesty’s Sloop Raleigh sailed on 
the 23rd instant, in prosecution of a service explained in the accompanying 
papers, and I trust it will appear to y ou that it is of a character which I might 
properly'solicit Captain Quin to perform. ~ 

It is necessary to explain the purpose of requesting Captain Quin to call 
at Napakiang. 

1 have lately received directions from His Majesty’s Government to let 
three shipwrecked Japanese fishermen, who have long been supported at the 
charge of the Establishment, return to their own country in a Chinese junk ; 
but upon full inquiry, 1 find it impossible to carry those Instructions into effect • 
so great is the uneasiness of the Chinese Traders resorting lo Japan as to the 
excitement of suspicious irritation in that Country j and there is no trade 
between China and Japan in Japanese junks. 

Hetweeu Napakiang and Japan, however, there is a considerable trade 
carried on in Japanese junks. And before the arrival of the'Raleigh, the 
Reverend Mr. Gutzlaff, Joint Interpreter on this Establishment, has requested 
my leave to join an American vessel proceeding from here on a voyage of 
scientific research to the Loochoo’s, the Korean Peninsula, and probably to the 
Coasts ofJapmit. , 

The parties concerned had also offered me a passage for the Japanese ; and 
my principal motive in acceding to Mr. Gutzlaff’s request arose from the 
consideration that this project afforded the most hopeful opportunity of 
restoring the people to their own Country. 

Considering it possible that they might be subject to strict investigation on 
their arrival in Japan, I thought it desirable that they should have had no 
connexion with a ship of war, and they will therefore proceed from hence to 
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Napakiang in the course of a few days on board an American vessel. For 
the obliging purpose of enabling Mr. Gutzlaff to meet her. Captain 
Quin has undertaken to call there on his voyage to the Bonin Islands .- 
and M. Gutzlaff will then dispose of the people, either by sending them on in 
a Japanese juuk, or if no opportunity of that kind should present "itself, he 
proposes to accompany them in the American vessel. 

, f ' You umy be assured, Sir, that I am sensible of the extreme impropriety 
of committing His Majesty’s Government in any appearance of countenancing the 
illicit traffic on these Coasts; and 1 shall carefully abstain from moving the 
Commander of any Ship of War who may be placed in communication with me' 
to take any step with that purpose, or which could possibly bear such a 
construction. 

But in the critical posture of the Opium question, and having regard to its 
intimate connexion with the safe conduct of the .vholc commerce, I hope you 
will consider that I was justified in soliciting the presence of a man-of-war in 
tjiese seas. I am sincerely impressed with a belief that such a circumstance 
will go far to prevent the occurrence of mischief, which would press in a very 
serious manner on all branches of this trade. 

1 have, &c„ 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Sub-Inclosure in No. 10.1. 

Captain Elliot to Captain Quin, R.N. 

Sir, Macao, June 21, 1837. 

THE disclosures which took place at Manila during your last visit at that 
port, have made you acquainted with all that is yet known of the disastrous fate 
of the late brig Fairy. And our recent conversation will have apprised you that 
fourteen Lascars landed upon the coasts of Fuhkuen, but the piratical part of 
the crew arc still said to he detained in Foo-chow-foo. the capital of that 
province. 

From all the inquiry I have been able to make, 1 am led to conclude that 
these men are kept by the Provincial Government of Fuhkeen, in consequence 
of a difficulty to understand, or to credit the circumstances under which they 
landed; and probably pending further instructions from the Court for their 
removal to this place. 

It appears to me, however, that if an application were made by you at the 
mouth of the Min River, the doubts and delays of the Government of Fuhkeen 
would give way ; and at all events, if the people were not at once delivered to 
you, this proceeding would, in my judgment, accelerate their dispatch to this 
place by other means. • 

With that impression, I have taken the liberty to propose this service ; and 
in conformity with your wishes, I now submit the mode by which it occurs to 
me it may be best executed. 

I would suggest that you should proceed to the mouth of the Min River, 
upon which the city of Foo-chow-foo is situated, taking with you the Rev. Mr. 
Gutzlaff, joint interpreter to this establishment. That upon your arrival at that 
destination, you should hand to the Commander of any man-of-war junk, or 
other servant of the Government who may wait upon you, the accompanying 
paper, lnclosure No. 1 ; and that your address to the Governor should be placed 
in the hands of any officer who may be deputed to receive it. „ » 

His Excellency will probably meet these advances with a declaration that 
the people are safe ; that it is not in his power to deliver them to you ; that they 
shall be dispatched to Canton 4’orthwith; and finally, with a request that you 
should leave the coast immediately. 

To a communication of this nature, I would advise that you should reply 
in the most conciliatory terms, signifying your indisposition to press any 
arrangements to which you were informed his Excellency could not accede, awl 

‘2 E 2 . 
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expressive of your entire confidence in his assurance of the safety of the people. 
If. this communication from the Governor should be made verbally, that is to 
say, through an officer deputed to confer with you, as indeed it is probable it 
will, I wpuld submit that you should request this functionary to commit the 
subject matter to writing, remarking, that you were ready to leave the coast as 
soon as that was done. / 

At this point of my letter, it is proper to observe to you, that I am witnout 
any uneasiness as to the safety of the people ; but independently of hastening 
onwards the period of their release into our hands, this service appears to be 
calculated to help the uninterrupted progress of gradual relaxation at this place. 

I believe that no circumstance would more impressively fix upon the local 
Government of these Provinces the necessity of great moderation and circum¬ 
spection in respect to the treatment of foreigners, than the successful result of 
quiet official application by an Officer of the King at some other point than 
Canton ; and more particularly at the chief city of the neighbouring Province 
of Full keen, where it is known that the monopoly of the foreign trade at Canton 
is a subject of great jealousy. 

The appearance of considerable eagerness for an early reply to your address, 
upon the ground that you were anxious to leave the coast, would probably 
remove all uneasiness about your intentions, and expedite a satisfactory and 
courteous answer. And I would bog you to bear in mind, that having effected 
a communication upon just pretexts, and in a 'deferential manner, you will have 
accomplished what appears to be the principal object of your mission ; for, as 
has already been observed, there is no reason for solicitude as to the safety of the 
people. 

Your former experience in this country, the cautions character of your 
instructions from the Commander-in-Chief, and your own sound judgment, 
wouLd make it intrusive upon my part to do more than mention the necessity of 
extreme care in refraining from any proceedings likely to excite the suspicions 
of the Fuhkccn authorities, and of earnest efforts to conciliate their good will. 
But being upon this topic, I would presume to say that it would be well to avoid 
those parts of the coast upon which the Opium ships arc usually anchored, 
neither would it be'desirable that the ship should pass above the forts at the 
entrance of the Min. 

T have judged it best that the communications with the Government of 
Fulikeen should be carried on in your name, rather than my own, because my 
business is specially with the authorities of these provinces, and you will feel 
that communications upon my part with those of another, would expose me to 
great suspicion and dislike here. 

Mr. Gutzlaff, the joint interpreter, has been instructed to place himself 
under your directions, and will readily afford you every assistance in his power. 

After your departure from the Min, 1 am led to hope that you will convey 
to the Bonins, Mr. Millichamp, a British subject, and a principal settler in those 
Islands. 

This person has been waiting here for a passage for more than twelve 
lhbrtths at a heavy expense, and 1 am not without reason to believe that any 
facilities which could be properly afforded to him, would be acceptable to his 
Majesty’s Government. 

Perhaps too, in the course of your voyage to the Bonins, you would do me 
the favour to call at Napakiang, in the Looclioo’s, for the purpose of enabling 
the Rev. M. Gutzlaff to join a vessel, bound on an expedition oLinvestigation, 
which he has my permission to do. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

. ^ Chief Superintendent, 


Sub-1 nclosure 2 in No. 103. 

Proposed Address to the Governor of Fuh-kcen and Che-keiinej by Captain Quin. 

' ' ** . • • • 1 

THE Undersigned, Captain of.one of His.Britannic Majesty’s ships,.has the,, 
honor respectfully to announce to your Excellency his arrival at this anchorage- , 
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,■ The purpose of the vis.it isv to acquaint your Excellency, that certain men, 
forming part of the crew of aii' English vessel, have lately been apprehended at 
Manila, on a charge of rising in mutiny, and murdering their commander in 
these seas, some time in the yeur 1836, and of afterwards sailing away in the 
ship to the coast of Luconia and there destroying her. > 

, It farther appears that the instigators of the mutiny landed fourteen of the 
crew, who refused to join in the outrage, on the coasts of Full keen. 

There is no ground for the suspicion that any of the persons there landed 
participated in this flagitious deed. And the undersigned therefore feels assured 
that your Excellency will be pleased to cause them to be delivered to him; to 
the end that they may be confronted with the persons in confinement at Manila, 
so that speedy justice may be done upon the guilty, and that the innocent may 
be suffered to return to the support of their aged and afflicted parents. 

The undersigned requests your Excellency to accept his sincere and 
respectful thanks for the protection extended towards these unfortunate men;; 
and indeed it is a pleasing duty to acknowledge, in grateful terms, the unvarying, 
kindness of the Officers of the Empire to any subjects of his country cast on 
these coasts by shipwrecks or other distressful accident. 

The undersigned takes the liberty to request that your Excellency 's pleasure, 
upon this subject may he signified as soon as convenient, in order that hemiay 
sail away in pursuance of bis instructions ; and lie avails himself of this occasion 
to offer your Excellency the sentiments of his highest consideration. 


Sub-Inclosurc 3 in No. 103. 

QUIN, the Commander of one of His Britannic Majesty’s ships, has 
arrived at this anchorage, with an address for his Excellency the Governor, 
upon the subject of certain distressed seamen of his nation, cast on shore in the 
year 1836. 

He requests that an Officer may he sent to him with all convenient speed, 
so that he may present his address, and having received an answer, sail away. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 103. 

Captain Elliot to Mr. Gutzlajf'. 

Si^ Macao, June 21,1837. 

WITH reference to my communication of this day’s date, 1 have now the 
honor to furnish vou with the following instructions lor your guidance as to the 
disposal of the three Japanese who have so long been supported at the charge ot 
this establishment. 

If you should be fortunate enough to meet the ship Morrison at Napakiang, 
in the Great Loochoo, and there are any Japanese junks at that place bound,to 
Japan, you will be so good as to ascertain from the three persons under our care, 
whether they would prefer to embark on board one of those vessels to proceeding 
on. in the American ship. In taking their decision upon this point, you will 
explain to them with all the precision in your power, the nature ol any probable, 
risk to which they may expose themselves by repairing to their country in a 
foreign ship. 

In the event of their desiring to join a Japanese junk at Napakiang, you 
will make arrangements for the payment of their passage. 

If you should have left Napakiang, in the Raleigh, before the arrival ol the 
Morrison, and that vessel duly joins you at the Bonins, it will still be indispen¬ 
sably necessary, previous to permitting the three Japanese to be carried on to 
any part of the coast of Japan in the Morrison, that you should receive lrom 
them their o4ix consent to this mode of returning to their country. 

If they object to it, you will be so good as to request Captain Quin to let 
them remove from the Morrison into His Majesty’s ship under his command, 
and in that contingency, he has Obligingly promised to restore them to my care 
at this place. .. . •. . 
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Should they, on the contrary, think fit to go on in the American ship, as 
they now seem very desirous of doing, you will l\e pleased, on approaching any part 
of the coast of Japan, to pay the utmost attention to their own suggestions with 
respect to the safest and most unobtrusive means of finding their way on shore ; 
and it nlay not he misplaced to remark, that to put them on board a native 
vessel out of sight of the land, appears to be a judicious manner of effecting 
that object. f • 

(ienerally, in all your proceedings with regard to these individuals, you 
will hear in mind that their secure return to their own country is the single 
object to which His Majesty’s Government attach any importance ; and I feel 
assured that nothing would seem less pardonable to Lord Palmerston, than the 
least disposition to postpone that consideration to any views or purposes 
whatever. 

Impressed with this conviction, it has only been my duty to His Majesty’s 
(iovernment to furnish you these scrupulous instructions, hut 1 can satisfactorily 
add, that they have not been written in any sense that you would he influenced 
by other motives than those upon which they are based. Indeed, your own 
excellent feeling, and the high character and judgment of the American gentle¬ 
men l>v whom this expedition is undertaken, afford of themselves the best 
guarantee, that to restore these shipwrecked individuals in safety to their 
country and their families, will he the principal and sufficient object of the visit 
to the coasts of Japan. 

I need hardly repeat to you in this plane, that it will be proper you should 
very carefully distinguish between the general leave of absence now accorded to 
you, and permission to join this or any other such expedition; which it is wholly 
out of my [>ower to grant. 

Hut whilst it is necessary I should remind you that your pursuits during 
your leave of absence are of your own seeking, and must be strictly considered 
to be entirely unconnected with llis Majesty’s service, still I cannot doubt that 
the Secretary of State will sympathize with those feelings of pious enterprise 
which have influenced you on this, and so many other occasions. And I enter¬ 
tain a persuasion that I shall he excused for opposing no obstacle in the way of 
dispositions at once suitable to your sacred profession, and honourable to your 
personal character. 

I havc,,&c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


No. 104. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. —( Received. February 2, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, July 0, 1837. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch, of the 
8th November, 1830, declaratory of the state of the law with respect to any 
authority in the Superintendents of trade to deport a British subject from this 
country. 

I have, Sic., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


No. 105. 

• 

CajVniikJ'illiot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Receivml February, 2, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, July 5, 1837. 

IN acknowledging your Lordship’s Despatch, of the Gth December, 1836, 
f have the satisfaction to observe that the Indlosure in the Despatch of the 
14th September preceding, has had the effect of completely removing all diffi¬ 
cult^ upon the subject of official correspondence between the Portuguese 
Government of this settlement and His Majesty’s officers. 

-iolh The instructions to the Admiral, which your Lordship has been pleased to 



notice in the former Despatch cannot fail to be attended with the best conse¬ 
quences to the general interests of the trade in this empire. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES EI.LIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


No. lU(i. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Pal'rn.rrslon.-~-(Rereived March 20, 1838.) 

Macao, August 21), 1837. 

My Lord, 

A SHIP upon the point of sailing affords me an occasion to announce 
to your Lordship the return of Ifis Majesty’s sloop Raleigh on this 
day,' after an entirely successful completion of the service explained in my 
Despatch of the 3rd July. 

The fifteen people belonging to the late brig Fairy were despatched to 
Canton by the Government of Fuhkcen on the day after the arrival of the 
Raleigh at the mouth of the Min River; and they were all safely delivered 
over into my hands by the authorities of this province on the '2nd instant. 

Their generous treatment by the Chinese authorities has been in the highest 
degree honourable to the humanity of this Government, and 1 have not failed to 
convey my respectful sense of such tonduct to his Excellency the Governor. 

A more tietailed statement of Captain Quin’s proceedings shall be trans¬ 
mitted by an early occasion; but in the mean time it will be satisfactory to 
your Lordship to know that he has succeeded in chawing from the Government 
of “ Fuhkecn and Chckcang,” a direct official answer to his address. 

I feel assured that the zeal and great judgment which Captain Quin has 
displayed in the discharge of a very delicate duty will not be lost upon His 
Majesty’s Government. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


No. 107. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 10, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, September 4, 1837. 

WITH reference to my Despatch of the 29th nil., 1 have now the honour to 
submit a translation of the document handed to Captain Quin, of His Majesty’s 
sloop Raleigh, by the ollieers of the Provincial Government at Poo Cliovv Foo 
on the 3rd July last. This paper is not an edict from the Governor, addressed 
directly to Captain Quin, Jmt it is an instrument signed and scaled by certain 
native officers, to whom it was addressed, invoking a copy of his Excellency’s 
commands, communicated to them for injunction upon Captain Quin. 

The sensitiveness of the. higher Chinese authorities, upon the subject of 
direct official communication with foreigners, is a feeling which is commonly 
supposed to be very much confined to the government of this province. 

It was strongly manifested, however, on this occasion, at Foo Chow Foo; 
and I believe it may be. considered to be a principle of Chinese policy, which 
.will be found in active force at all the outward limits of the empire. 

Upon the whole, l trust that the successful completion of this service will 
be satisfactory to your Lordship. ^ . 

It was desirable, on many accounts, to convince the Chinese Government 
that the safety of IJritish subjects was always a source of earnest solicitude to 
that of Ills Majesty. And though I have already said that there did not appear 
to be any serious ground for apprehension about these people, still it was to be 
remembered, that they -bad been more than twelve months detained at Foo 
Chow Foo ; and their having formed part of the crew of a vessel engaged in the 




illicit traffic, considerably increased mv own anxiety for their restoration into 
our hands, « ^ . «v.,l .<•* To 

I hope,' tort; tliaf bther advdntttu^otis •chnsVfjuenc'es* m&fVt'Sifft Irdm this 
voyage to the’ Min. That the Kilim’s ships edhld find their toajr tobthei^points 
than Oantiin, upon proper arid ncceSsaH' orieasfrinS, wonld he brie hbvionS reffije- 
tion, and, adverting to its effect upon the authorities of this province; |>robfttl|y 
a very salutary one to create. The measured tone of the comrtuihibritiorijdt is 
to lie presumed, would favourably dispose the governments of other provinces 
than this, to receive one on a like occasion, rather’ thatt'Inriiir the hazard of 
■ troublesome discussions by its rejection ; and (if difficulty occurred) of C£?rtifin 
censure from the Court for unreasonable impracticability. ! 

Before I dismiss this subject, I would respectfully 1 "suggest and requfest'tMl 
your Lordship should address a letter to tin; Governor of Canton; expressive*’ Of 
thanks for the very generous treatment of these fifteen persons. They were 
well fed, lodged, and clad, and upon their final departure from Foo-chow-fbo, 
each individual received a present in silver to the amount of about 50 shilling^.' 
The one half of their journey to Canton was performed in chairs. 

There would be no difficulty in transmitting your Lordship's letter to ( ttle 
Governor through an officer, as was done in the ease of the Governor General 
of India’s communication brought on in the year 1829, by Captain Frcemaritlrit 
His Majesty’s sloop left the Min ori the 3rd July, and arrived at Nap'a- 
kiring in the Great Loochoo outlie 14tli. At, that place Captain Quin fdfihri 
the American Ship Morrison, on board of which Mr. Gutzlaff embarked in 
prosecution of the intended Voyage to Japan. . .. 

The conduct of the inhabitants of the Loochoo’s was inoffensive; arid 
indeed it is a painful proof of the suspicion of the Government, and the extreme 
subjection and timidity of tl-c people, that they steadily refused to receive’ afiy 
remuneration for some supplies procured by Captain Quin,—of course under 
the impression that they were to lie paid for. Water was supplied in‘$ie 
Native Boats; they furnished three bullocks, five frigs, fowls, and vegetables; 
but they would take no payment, and even brought hack a bag of dollars which 
had been cast into the last boat, entreating Captain Quin, witli great carnestht&k, 
to take it again. Tfyey insisted that they did not dare to receive the money. '■ 
On the 16th July, Captain Quin proceeded to the Bonin Islands, where 
he arrived after a tedious passage, owing to light winds, on the 2nd August. ’ ,f 
The Inclosure No. 2, contains Captain Quin’s feiharks upon the condition 
of that Settlement. 

His Majesty’s sloop sailed from Port Lloyd on the 10th August, arid 
arrived in these Roads on the 29th. This voyage was also protracted hr a 
continuation of very light weather, hut under general circumstances, 1 think 
tiic passage between the Bonins and China might he performed in a ship of War 
at all seasons of the year in about twelve days. 

On the same day (the 29th August), the ship Morrison returned from 

the expedition to Japan, bringing hack the Japanese. . . 

The Reverend Mr. GutzlafTs notes, Inciosure No. 3, will most satisfactorily 
explain the history of this voyage. , ' 

1 have presented each of the Japanese who were formerly supported‘at 
the charge of this establishment with ten dollars, and 1 have the satisfaction 1 to 
add, that they are now eligibly placed and earning their own livelihood; 

The considerable degree in which the Reverend Mr. Gutzlaff’s attaimriefifs 
have contributed to the successful accomplishment of our objects in Fukeen Will 
be very apparent to your Lordship. ' " * 

I have, &c., ' 

(Signedl CHARLES ELLIOt. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 107. 

.In Order, to he opened by the English Navni Commander Quin&nd others. 

! 

Po, commanding the Governor’s central regiment. 

Loo. second in command of a naval squadron. • 

Till, second in command of the Lieutenant Governor’s central force. : 
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Tae, Prefect of the department of Fuchow; and 

Yen, Sub-Prefect, charged with the Coast-guard, hereby transmit commands. 

On the 1st of July, 1837, they received and copied the commands of their 
Excellencies Chung, Governor of Fukeen and Chekeang, and Acting General of 
the garrison of Fuchow, Wei, Lieutenant-Governor of Fukeen, and Chang, 
Lieutenant-General of the garrison of Fuchow,—these commands being of the 
following tenour. 

“ It has been reported to us that an English ship has arrived in the province 
of Fukeen, and has anchored in the offing of Uhu, also that three boats have 
left her and passed through the mouth of the river, to present an address. And 
now, the above named military officers, &c., have laid before us the address of 
the foreign officer. 

“ It is therein stated, that fourteen seamen belonging to a merchantman of 
the .said nation have been cast on the coast of Fukeen, and it is entreated that 
they may be delivered up. 

“On a perusal of the address, its language and wording are found to he 
throughout respectful and dutiful. 

“ Having investigated the subject, it seems, that in September, 1836, there 
were found on the coast of Nanking, and other adjoining villages, within .the 
jurisdiction of the district Changpoo, in the department of Chaugchowfoo, 
certain distressed foreigners, Mitsoo and others, to the number of fifteen, who, 
having encountered a gale at sea,* were drifted on shore. The number was not, 
as here stated, fourteen. Nor has llic foreign officer who now addresses us given 
the surnames and names of the shipwrecked foreigners. 

“ It appears from the interpretation given of the depositions of the ship¬ 
wrecked foreigners, as before taken in this province, that Mitsoo is a native of 
•Tisoo [?1 in the West; that Joze is a European Portuguese, and that the rest, 
Malu and others, to the number of thirteen, are Javanese, that none of them are 
English. 

“ Now We, the Governor, &c., being apprehensive that the Fuhkeen inter¬ 
preter might have failed to give a full, clear, and accurate interpretation, did 
therefore have an interpreter from Canton, Hcu Tscang, an inhabitant of Macao, 
sent hither in order to examine and interpret the depositions". Wc, the Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor, joined in a personal examination of the men, and 
perceived, with regard to* these wrecked foreigners, that though their spoken 
language was not intelligible, yet [an outward exhibition of] the mental passions 
seemed to he susceptible of explication: and thereupon their depositions were 
taken and put on record. We, the Governor, &c., did, according to the facts 
(fhus ascertained) report clearly to the Great Emperor, and did also forthwith 
depute officers, Yang Ching tsigh, expectant of a district magistracy, and others, to 
take the distressed foreigners and convey them to the province of Kwaugtung, 
there.tube delivered over to a foreign officer for the purpose of being put on 
board some fit vessel for conveyance back to their countries. They were also 
liberally gifted with pecuniary gratuities, as a mark of compassionate kindness. 

“ Thus the shipwrecked foreigners, drifted hither, have been examined, 
through the medium of an interpreter, and have, according to law, been sent 
back. 

“ Within the province of Fuhkeen, the regulations do not permit foreign ships 
to remain at anchor. The established enactments of the Celestial Empire are 
.very strict. And though the said foreign officer, having come to make inquiries 
respecting shipwrecked foreigners, and to deliver an address, is not the same as 
one who cruizes about without a cause; yet all territories have their fixed boun¬ 
daries, and their established regulations relating thereto. lie must by no means 
then be suffered to enter the river and anchor within it, thereby infringing the regu¬ 
lations. This, as is befitting, should be clearly and authoritatively communicated 
to him, and he should immediately be compelled to proceed vfith* Iris boats to 
Uhu, and thence should be required to sail away with the ship. He cannot be 
suffered, to remain loitering there, looking around, and flattering himself with 
hopes and expectations, till, in the end, the impropriety of breaking the bounds 
be forgotten. ' . 

“ To this effect we proceed to issue our commands. When this reaches 
the before-mentioned military and other officers, let them immediately prepare a 
copy of this joint edict from us the Governor, &c\, and transmit these com- 
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mands to the said foreign officer, &c., requiring that he wait until the men of 
war of the several naval stations conduct him.from station to station; and that 
then he speedily proceed to sea, returning to his ship, and sailing back to his 
country., 

“In regard to the fifteen shipwrecked foreigners, Mitsoo and his com¬ 
panions, let them wait till the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of Kwang- 
tung shall have fully examined their cases, when they will be delivered ove&Ro & 
foreign officer to be conveyed to their said native countries, there to be treated 
as (their Governments) may themselves determine. 

“ Within the celestial empire, Kwangtung is the only province in which 
the said nation has hitherto been granted permission to trade. With this 
exception, all the provinces from Fukcen northwards contain lio.places to which 
foreign ships ought to repair. To none, therefore, must they, under any 
pretence regarding the winds, proceed; by rashly proceeding northward, they 
will hut expose themselves to he forcibly expelled, and will bring on themselves 
the crime of presumptuously transgressing the laws. 

“ We will communicate the substance of the address, and of our commands 
thereon, to the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of Kwangtung. And let 
the said military and other officers speoddy and fully transmit our commands 
and act according to them. Let none of them delay or tribe, and so render 
themselves criminal. The address of the foreign officer, let them also send 
back. Give trembling attention, and hasten f Give trembling attention ! He 
speedy ! These are our commands.” f 

The above having been received, the commands thereof are forthwith 
transmitted to the English naval officer Quin, &c., that he may speedily act in 
obedience to their Excellencies’ commands, may go hack into his boats, and 
may, with all haste, proceed with them to sea, there to repair on board his ship, 
and at once sail hack to his country, lie must not stay loitering here, looking 
around him ; nor must he, under any pretext regarding the winds, rashly proceed 
northwards, exposing himself, to no purpose, to he forcibly expelled, and involv¬ 
ing himself in the crime of disobeying the regulations. 

As to the fifteen wrecked foreigners, Mitsoo and his companions, he must 
wait until the Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, and the Lieutenant 
Governor of Kwangtung deliver them to the foreign officer at that place, when 
they may be conveyed to their respective native countries, to he there treated as 
(their Governments) may themselves determine. 

Let each, with trembling attention, obey : oppose not. A special order. 

[Annexed is the original address sent back by their Excellencies. ) 

Taoukwaug, 17th year, L. S*. 5th month, 30th day. (2nd July, 18-37.) 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) J. Root. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 107* 

Remarks on Pad Island , Bonin Groupe, situated in Lat. 27° 5' 35" N Lons 
142° 11 30' E., 9th August, 1837. ’ 

AFTER Captain Beechcy’s visit to, naming of this island, and port, 
and taking formal possession of the Groupe, as per inscription in good 
preservation on a sheet of copper, as follows :— 

“ IIls Britannic Majesty’s ship Blossom, Captain F. W. Beechey, took 
“ possession of this groupe of islands In the name and on the behalf of His 
“ Britannic.Majesty, George IV., 14t,h June, 1827” 

The first settlers were Matteo Mozaro, a native of Ragnsa, but who had 
been many years in the employment of Mr. Rennet, of Rotherhithe near 
London, an owner of whale-ships in the Smith Sea Fishery,had also 
served on hoard an English sloop-of-war, in the West Indies^ named La 
Momc Fort untie. With Matteo Mozaro came Richard MiUichamp a native 


Five Seals of the five Military and Civil Officers named at the 


commencement. 
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of Devonshire, his partner: they sailed from Oahie the 21st. May, 1830, 
with two Americans, one Dane, and a party of Sandwich Islanders, viz. 
men, five in number; women, ten in number—in all twenty persons, under 
the countenance of Mr. Richard Charlton, I lis Majesty’s Consul for the 
Sandwich Islands, who supplied Messrs. Mozaro and Milliclmmp with an 
Uqjpn-jack, and a paper describing them as deserving persons, who had, at 
tbeL sole expense and risk, fitted out the expedition to settle on one of the 
llonin islands, as per accompanying documents. 

From the schooner that brought them from Oahie, two Sandwich 
Islanders and one American deserted, increasing their numbers to twenty- 
three. 


1831.—The Engljsh vvliale-ship. Partridge, Captain Francis Stavers, 
arrived; of her crew seven deserted, viz.,— 

John Ilayes . . English Drowned. 

Joseph Cullens . . do. Resident, August 9, 1837, Port Lloyd. 

John bravo . . Portuguese do. do. do. 

William Gill . . English \ 

Nicholas - • . do. S- Three apprentices returned to the ship. 

- Eaton . . . do. ) 

- Edwin . . do. Strayed from a party and lost in the 

• woods. 


The English bark Kent, Caplain Laughton, landed two men; viz.,— 
John Jackson . . American Alter a temporary residence left the 

John Butler . . . do. Island. 


1832. —'Fhe English bark Walmer, Captain Robins, arrived, one of her 
crew deserted ; viz.,— 

James Martin . . English Remained twelve months and then 

rejoined his ship. 

1833. —The English whaler, Amelia tf’ilsnn, Captain Wilson, was 

wrecked on a rock about forty miles to the northward of Port. Lloyd ; three 
boats arrived, with twelve men, of which number four remained; viz.,— 
Thomas Daily . . • English \ 

William Lilly . • do. ( All four resident at Port Lloyd, Au- 

Joseph Antonio . . Portuguese ( gust 9, 1837. 

John Roberts . . do. J 

The English whaler Cadmus, Captain Snowdon, landed fourteen muti¬ 
nous seamen, against the remonstrances of the settlers, and who, (if a stroke 
of Providence had not. drowned half of them,) would in a short time have 
ruined the infant settlement; some shipped at. Sydney, New South Wales; 
they got other bad subjects, already on the Island, to herd with them, and 
threatened to supply themselves at the expense of the young community, 
to fire their dwellings and retire to the jungle. 

1834. —The English bark Faron, Captain Dale, left, two men ; viz.,— 

——-. . . English After remaining five or six weeks 

-- . do. reshipped in an English bark, be- 

■ longing to the same owners. 

English ship, Corsair, Captain Venables, left two men, viz., 

English. Left the island shortly after. 

James Marshall, Scotch. Was left sick on the beach, without any supply, 

relief or resource, by Captain Venables, 
against the remonstrance of the settlers, and 
is now resident on the island, 9th August, 
*'■* * 1837. 

English bark, Daniel, Captain Duncan, one of her crew deserted, viz., 
John Parker, English. Who remained six weeks and reshipped, in the 

Volunteer, American ship. 
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• 1834.—American ship, Howard, Captain Worth, left one man sick, viz., 
—.— , Portuguese. Who reshipped in the Volunteer. 

Engljsh hark, Rochester, Captain Price, had one man deserted, viz., 

- Scotch. Who remained upwards of twelve months, then 

reshipped in the English bark, Tory. / 

1835. —American ship, Amazon , CaptainCressey,had four men desert, viz., 

William Low, American. Resident 9th August, 1837, Port Lloyd. 
Benjamin Eady, do. -j 

Thomas Mick, do. f- Reshipped in various vessels. 

— Avery, do. ) . • 

English hark, John Palmer, Captain Lawrence, had two men deserted, 
viz,, ‘ 

James Smith, English. Resident 9th August, 1837, Port Lloyd. 

>-(cooper) do. Remained twelve months, and rejoined his own 

ship. 

.English hark, Folkstone. Captain Biisse, had one man deserted, viz. s 

Wiiiiaui - English. Remained a month, and reshipped in the 

American brig, Diana. 

1836. —United States ship, Peacock, Captain Stribling, with the broad 
pendant of Commodore Kennedy, had two men deserted, viz., 

- English. Remained about twelve months, then reshipped 

- American. in the English bark, Tory. 


United States schooner, Enterprize, Captain Holding, had one man 
deserted, viz., 

Richard Ladman, English. Remained one year, then reshipped in the Eng- 
. lish bark, Tory. . 


1837.—English bark, Rochester, Captain Kenny, had two men deserted, 

viz-, 

Charles Powell, English. Remained one month, then entered his Mu- , 
Thomas Hawkins, do. jesty’s service, on hoard the Raleigh. 

English hark, Mellish, Captain Cowley, had one man deserted, viz., 
Thomas Lewis, Irish. Remained about six weeks, then entered his 

Majesty’s service, on hoard the Raleigh. 


English hark, Caroline, Captain Wheeler, one man deserted, viz., 
John Jacket (ar.) English. Resident, 9th August, 1837. Port Lloyd. 


viz.;' 


: English hark, Admiral Cockhurn, Captain Lawrence, one man deserted, 

— English. Remained ten days, and reshipped in English 

ship Mellish. 


The numbers on the Island when the 
August, 1837, were as under, 


Original 
Settlers . 
arrived 

26th June, 1830, 
5 in No. 


Matteo Mozaro. 
Richard Millichamp*. 
Alden B. Chapin. 
Nathaniel Savory. 
Charles Johnson. 


Raleigh left Port Lloyd, 
Ragusa. 

Devonshire, Great Britain. 
Boston, United States. 

Do. do. do. 
Copenhagen. 


10th 


Men, Sandwich Islanders. 
Women, do. do. 

/ 

f*ginal Settlers. 
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Afteiv? , 
Settlers 
11 in No. 


.William Gillyy■ 
Thomas' Bailey,) 
John Bravo, 
Joseph Cullens, 
John. Jacket^ 
Joseph Antonio, 
John Roberts, 
James Smith, 
Francis Silva, 
William Low, 
James Marshall, 


4 yrs. -at P. IJ6*yd. 


do. 

do. 

do. 


finglisbj N. Yarmouth: 

; JJo. , , Bideford. - 4 ’do. 
Portuguese, Cape de Verd 5 J- do. 

• English* London. 5£ do. 

English,. London. 2 months. 

Portuguese, Brazil. 4 years. 

Do. Lisbon. 4 do. do. 

English, London. 1 do. do. 

Azores, Fayal. do. do. 

United States. 2 do. do. 

Spptch-: 3 do. . do. 


Children William (Jilly, 

6 in No. George Gilly, 

John Hayes, 
John Bravo, 
George Bravo, 
Thomas Bravo. 


Original Settlers 25 
After . . do. .11 

Children ... 6 

making a total of 42 

Persons on the Island. 


I have been thus particular to show how fluctuating has been the slate „ 
of tire population of Port Lloyd. . Last May, the period for which the Sand- ' 
wieh Islanders had bound themselves to labour for Messrs. Mozaro and 
Millichamp, was at an end, and from that, time, being free agents, they have 
donp little or no work. Messrs Mozaro and Millichamp are of opinion that 
thirty more families, say three persons in each, could he comfortably and sub- : 
stantialiy loeated, and fed ; having besides a reasonable stock to dispose of to 
ships arriving to supply themselves with clothing, tools, and a few dollars per 
annum. The want of a fixed head, authorized by Government, is severely felt, 
and from the want, of unity among the settlers, frequently occasioned by com¬ 
petition in supplying such whalers as arrive, and frequently by the conduct of 
their crews; ships which have good crews will not anchor in the port, fearing 
their men will desert; others, which have hud men, land .them, and disturb 
the tranquillity of the settlers, by putting them in fear for their lives and pro¬ 
perties; as intha instance of the ('a dm us. Ton/, and Admiral Cockburn. The 
settlers wanted me to interfere in some of their little local disputes, hut as I 
had no authority, I only listened to their several complaints, and advised 
unity';" hence, the number of affidavits sworn before me. 

The Union Jack given to Messrs. Mozaro and Millichamp by his Ma¬ 
jesty’s consul, at the Sandwich Islands, being quite worn out, and their flag¬ 
staff blown down, I considered it. my duty to supply the deficiency, and rigged 
them ovit substantially, in order to point out to strange ships on which side of 
the Port : to apply for supplies. 

Peel Island has already, in great, cultivation, sweet Potatoes, Taro, 
Indian Com, Onions, Yams, Pumpkins, Water Melons, Sugar Cane ; Tobacco 
has been'planted, and witlj such success, that, it is likely to give them a great 
deal of trouble from its spending so fast, ami the want of bands to gather it 
in, and prepare it; it is said to be of an excellent quality; they have a few 
excellent lemon-trees planted from seed, which bear well, but arc neglected. 

Pigs are in great abundance. For them the Indian corn is cultivated, 
and they arc sold at from four dollars to eight dollars each*. Wild Hogs are 
also many in number, and a breed of Dogs, brought from the Sandwich Islands, 
are So well taught, that they will at any time, under the direction of their 
masters, find, attack, and bring down the largest,. 

The island has also many jungle .fowl, for, on first arrival, the settlers 
managed to get their poultry adrift; and in a wild state they havy increased 
greatly, to the annoyance of their corn fields. 

Goats, in a wild otate, are on the southern head, which, at high water, is 
an island, and. are many in number; no tame ones, save a pair left by the 
Raleigh. 

There are no noxious animals, or snakes, on the island; no rats, but 
many mice. Sharks are numerous but small, these the dogs frequently chase 
in shoal water, capture, and drag them high and dry, on the sandy beaches. 


* Tiie average was 10 lbs. per Spanish dullar. 
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Although the timber on the island is in great plenty, there is not more 
than required, if a larger number were to settle; there is none fit for masts ; 
one sort is in great plenty, called Tooniana, which is used for floors and 
plunking, being also ornamental, furniture is made from it. The mulberry 
tree is very hard, used for posts or stunt ions for their dwellings, and never 
decays in the ground. There is also a small quantity of sandal wood*-but 
not sufficient to make a remark. Mr. Mozaro, with eight men, being»/hree 
months collecting thirty peculs. 

Not the least vestige of previous occupancy has been discovered by the 
present settlers, who have now been resident since July 2(5th, 1 S.‘5(); and 
have examined every part of the island, and I am of the same opinion as 
themselves, that Peel Island is one of those numerous islands in the North 
Pacific that has been never occupied. 

The settlers have heard of acts of piracy being committed on the coast 
of Japan by the whalers, but cannot, vouch for the truth of the statements of 
hemselvos. They know nothing, and never knew of any plunder being 
wrought, to Port Lloyd—in fact, they say “ we have no dollars,” which piratical 
persons would require for the stolen property. 

In conclusion, I beg to submit that a Vice-Consul, under either the 
Superintendent of British Trade in Chinn, or his Majesty’s Consul for the 
Sandwich Islands, would be a sufficient head in the present infant state, of 
the settlement, and protect it. from the lawless behaviour of the whalers, 
as he could report to his superior, who /night move his Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment to direct their Attorney-General to prosecute, on their* arrival in 
England. 

Messrs. Mozaro and Millichamp would be very glad to receive, ten 
China men and their wives ; they would place them on productive land on 
what they term “ Halves,” viz., that half the produce should be paid to 
them in lieu of rent, and in full of all demands. 


STATE OF WEATHER AT PORT LLOYD. 

January. —Strong Westerly winds, and clear weather. 

February and March. —Moderate Westerly winds ; occasionally freshes 
and showers. 

April .—Variable winds, inclining to East; showers frequently. 

May. —Winds more, confirmed East; dry weather generally. 

Jane —Ditto ditto. Occasional showers. 

July .—Heavy rains ; fresh gales from East to South-East. 

August .—Heavy rains, fresh gales ; occasionally heavy Typhoongs. 

September and October .—Heavy winds, generally Easterly ; occasionally 
heavy Typhoons. 

November.—Heavy strong winds, generally South-East, but incline to 
South and West. 

December .—Winds more regular ; fresh winds’Westerly. 

Typhoons in July, August, September, and October: of the greatest 
strength in October. 

(Signed) MICH. QUIN. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 107. 

Notes by Mr. Gutzlaff upon a Voyage to Fuhchoo, Napakeang, and the Bays of 

Yedo and Kagosimn, in His Majesty's Ship Raleigh, and the Morrison. 

‘ ‘24/4 June —'20/4 August, 183/. 

Abode at Fuhchoo. 

THE appearance of a man of war at the mouth of the Min river created 
much sensation, though there was apparently no fear expressed. I had 
repeatedly to assure the Mandarins that she carried no caigo; yet this asser¬ 
tion was still doubted. 

By patience wc obtained the requisite papers, and parted from our guests 
with many protestations of affectionate remembrances. One of the Mautehoo 
officers asked me whether lie would be permitted to travel in our country for 
information, lie was a man who had just arrived from Peking, and for the 
first time seen foreigners from the West; and therefore the more interested in 
their conversation. It. is my firm opinion, that if we could only have more 
frequent intercourse with the Mandarins, and sufficiently explain our inten¬ 
tions, much of their suspicion would be lulled to sleep. 

We found the people invariably kind, and even frank, in their manners. 
They would give us some assistance, even if it was not required ; and greatly 
thank us, if wc showed them a favour in our turn. 

To the advantages of navigating the Min I have adverted in a'former 
paper. Vessels of thirteen feet draught might go up to the Miu-gan fort, and 
those drawing less even reach the city. The large junks we saw there opposite 
at anchor, fully proved that ships of considerable burthen might be able to 
proceed to the anchorage, though the channel is intricate, and there are not a 
few banks. 

The Mandarins invariably depreciated the commercial resources of this em¬ 
porium ; but there existed-too much ocular proof to tire contrary. All was 
bustle on the rivers side ; the junks were loading as quick as they could, and 
several passed down the. river. 'The native craft is here considerably more 
numerous than I have seen at any time at Canton. The Amoy merchants are 
also here the most respectable, and command the market; their junks fetch 
rice from Formosa, and supply Fuhchoo with sugar and cotton, two articles of 
extensive consumption. As the natural port for the exportation of black teas, 
Fuhchoo is fully deserving of our attention. 

Rice was at this time very scarce, and fetched 30 per cent, above the 
Canton price. The major part of the populace was in a state of suffering; 
though there was no famine, there was want. The population is very numerous, 
and the means of subsistence not so plentiful in proportion. Silver sold for 
1100 large cash per dollar—an exorbitant price. The limited circulation of 
the precious metals is thPoughout the Empire very keenly felt; tin: complaints 
are general, yet it can scarcely be believed that ten or eleven millions of dollars, 
annual exportation, can so materially affect so large an Empire as China, as it 
has generally been believed. If this, however, be the case, the native currency, 
before the establishment of the foreign trade, must have been very limited ; for 
all the exports, taken together, do not yet amount to one-half of the previous 
imports. Supposing the complaints of Chinese statesmen well grounded, so 
that the circulating medium will decrease annually as they have foretold, this 
will lead to results which will render foreign agency conspicuous. The Chinese 
Government possesses no credit for raising a loan ; a repeated attempt to intro¬ 
duce a paper currency has also failed ; and though cash may do in the payment 
of small sums, it is too bulky in great transactions, and renders some more 
handy substitute necessary. Some quantity of bullion is indispensably neces¬ 
sary ; an/ if this is not imported into Canton at a very high premium, it must 
be obtained some other way, in order to satisfy the demand. Such a crisis, if 
duly improved, may pave the way for a closer intercourse, upon a more liberal 
footing. , 
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Departure, and Arrival at Loo-Choo. 

Diving our absence from the ship, a friendly naval officer had paid Her 
Majesty’s sTooji a visit. We had scarecly come on board, when the Captain 
gave orders for getting under weigh. In crossing the bar, we were nearly 
getting aground. Some islands to the north of the Min, at least a d^ree 
distant from the main, which I had not observed in any of my previous voyage, 
became visible in the afternoon of July 3. 

On the 4th, when in Lat. 2G° 8' N., Long. 123° 45’ E., at noon, we observed 
to windward, at about twenty miles distance, two islands—one of considerable 
extent, with two peaks upon it. If these have ever been seen by any previous 
navigator, they have not been accurately laid down in any chart. 

We had had hitherto always fair weather, and thus reached, on the 6th of 
July, the westernmost island of the Loo-Choo group, and the second in extent, 
called Kanmisang. It is inhabited, and well cultivated. A heavy gale arose 
here, which lasted for three days, with unabated fury, and obliged.us to lay to. 
When the weather cleared up, we found ourselves to leeward of the islands ; 
and we reached, as late as the 14th, the roads of Napakeang, where the Ameri¬ 
can ship Morrison was already at anchor, waiting for us. 

Shortly after our arrival, some Loo-Choo Mandarins came on board, and 
made the customary inquiries :—To what nation do you belong ? From what 
port do you come ? &c. We gave them & list of the provisions we wanted, 
whilst Captain Ouin requested an audience with the King. 


Stay at Loo-Choo. 

My original intention was to examine these islands as much as time would 
permit; but our late arrival frustrated this plan. Having been formerly at 
this place, and being now able to speak the native language, a brogue of the 
Japanese, I possessed ample means for obtaining information. Captain Ouin 
sent the first Lieutenant, with me, on shore, early in the morning. We 
demurred for a considerable time in the temple hear the landing-place, but 
were by no means cordially received. The appearance of two vessels, and one 
of them a man-of-war, had rendered the authorities Suspicious. To my know¬ 
ledge no foreign trader committed ever any violence here; yet the natives 
always dreaming of conquest, can scarcely imagine that a ship should come to 
these remote regions, without entertaining some hopes of subjecting the 
islands. Having succeeded in calming the fears of the chiefs, we proceeded to 
the city. In this trip we were at first opposed by the authorities ; but when 
we bail gained our point, they showed the utmost readiness of conducting us 
through the streets. It took us about an hour to walk at a rapid pace through 
the whole length of the town. I am unable to determine its breadth, but 
think that the citv may contain about 10,000 inhabitants. All the houses are 
surrounded with a stone wall, which also incloses a garden, and are mostly built 
of wood, one story high, with a verandah in front,*” upon the smallest scale 
maginablc, in the Japanese style. We did not perceive a single shop or any 
article offered for sale. The number of squalid looking beings and naked 
children who surrounded us, was by far the major part of the spectators. We 
met beggars in the most wretched condition, but were more astonished at the 
miserable look of the females ; they are fat and raw-boned, the very picture of 
ugliness, with only a scanty covering, and this almost in tatters, whilst’ their 
left hands were more or less tattered. As the number of women of all ages 
who flocked around us was very great, and we did not see a single exception, 
we do not doubt but that they are kept in the most abject condition. A whole 
row of them cajnc down from the hills carrying burdens, in company with 
some ponies, with whom they seemed to rank on a par. The few acres wc 
passed in our ramble were cultivated with potatoes, pulse and grains, with the 
greatest art; but the peasantry we saw scenicd to be a hard-Working, ill- 
requited race. Yet the fishermen are still worse off. They are venturesome, 
and go with their canoes hollowed out of a single tree, to a great distance from 
the land, taking only a bucket pf water and seme potatoes for their subsistence. 
Upon this they live for days together,, until the quantity of fish they caught is 



adequate to buy them a new supply of victuals. We saw them with harpoons 
in pursuit of sharks and other large fish, of which a single one with a blow of 
the tail, might upset, their frhil hark. ' • . 

II aving passed a jarge timber-yard, and several salt-works along the so 
shbre, we arrived at s the grave of an English sailor, who had been buried these 
ftyentj’-otic years ago. ! Wherever wO passed, we saw the coral insect at woi;k, 
the coast around being; covered with its excresenee. 

•Tchad lit this tune better opportunities for observation than our prede¬ 
cessors. The general aspect of things renders the impressions which remained 
from mv last visit less favourable; the loo Chooans do not improve upon 
nearer inspection. Several circumstances conspire t<> keep the great mass of 
the people'in a slate of poverty.’ It. is now nearly 200 years that the Prince of 
the Japanese principality Satzuma took forcible possession of these islands ; 
and until this day the natives have to pay annually /a,000 pends in sugar as 
tribute, according to our native informant. This is doubtless a very great 
drain'upon national’industry, arid greatly checks the enterprising spirit of .the 
peasant. 'How abstemious soever the natives riiay he. and from what we saw, 
the dinner of four men would scarcely satisfy a single European ; vet. the corii- 
rnuu people find it very ban! to earn a subsistence. 

The trade with Satzuma is considerable. There were seven junks (if that 
place in harbour ; one had already leii : and the whole number i< stated to be 
annually liiiccu. The LnnChooans visit, in their own craft, Kagusima. the 
capital of that country, and thus employ a considerable capital in commerce. 
The trade with Euhelioo, for which harbour annually two junks r.f the largest 
description are despatched, is far from trifling. They import Biehe de mar, 
agar agar, sulphur, their own and Japanese maiuilacturcs, and take Chinese 
stuffs, and various other articles, in return. Tliip is the mostfavourednation 
in the w hole Celestial Empire: they are not only allowed to trade, hut also to 
send their tnlmte-hoarers to the capital, and leave some natives there t<> acquire 
the Chinese language. The chiefs consider it quite below tlu ir dignity to eon- 
verst in the vulgar tongue, always preferring the Mandarin dialect. Tiny do 
not only understand the Chinese character, hut have also adopted the syllabary 
of the Japanese. 

The King of Satzuma delegates his authority to a viceroy, an honour now 
hereditary, and also sends at times'some inferior officers to rule over the coun¬ 
try. Notwithstanding tint burthen of a foreign yoke, the native authorities 
appear to have great control, all the branches of industry being in their hands. 
Japanese cash, similar in shape and weight to the Chinese, and hearing the 
•inscription of Kwnn i/wns /u»<( pmn (everlasting currency), is here in general 
use. Ambassadors are sent both to Japan and China; both empires claim the 
supremacy over these inoffensive islanders, but there has never been a quarrel 
about the actual possession, because the Emperor of China is satisfied with the 
mere title, w hilst the King of Satzuma levies the tribute. 

The islands are divided into two distinct groups. 'L ite northernmost has 
been described by Captain Hall; of the southern, which are also called the 
Hache-kosima (eight islands—Pa-chow—from their being that number), arc 
less known.’■> The Great Loo-Choo is divided into three districts—Sau-nan, the. 
southernmost, with the emporium, Napakeang ; the central, Teoo-san, with 
the capital, Teoori ; and the northern, Iloku-san, with Port Melville. In 
giving the names of ttiese islands, wo have preferred those wiitten by the 
Japanese to the nomend adopted in our chart. North to the Croat Loo- 
Choo is a chain of islands, which gains this group to the Japanese. They are 
Yuro, Wookido, Tokoonosima, Kakiroma, Ohosima, and Kikae. To the north¬ 
west we find Kisnn, Tonaki, Zokoku, Ohobakus.m, Yuron, and Yeraboo. On 
the east coast of the Great Loo-Choo arc The, Famasima, Tsouhota, and Kou- 
taha ; on the south-west, opposite to Napakeang, is Koneyariia, and*, to the 
south, Miyttko, Oukama,' Korima, Taramn, Mena, Yeraho, EkTnut. Some of 
them are small, otlieia about fifteen to forty miles in extent; but almost all of 
thorn are inhabited by a very industrious population. The Hache-kosima group 
comprisesJ,oe following islands—Yayarna, Tomoutahe, Kou isima, Namiterima, 
Karabitsuhi, Yoonakooui, Kone, and Hatoma, with a smaller one. called Zinstio. 
The largest, which, is called, in Chinese, Tae-ping-shau, has about thirty miles 
in circumference) the others are much less. It is impossible to determine the 
• - 2 G 
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BBmbrr of inhabitants, which is, however, by no means small* or give an esti¬ 
mate of the quantity and quality of. productions which constitute tbfc staple 
4 article of trade; sugar, liowcvcr, appears to be the most important. There is 
■'gjso a kind of summer cloth manufactured by tile Loo-Chooans, which is very 
iyucjl in demand at Fuh-Choo. 

j/ On our return we visited a Japanese junk of about two hundred tons bur¬ 
then, a flat-bottomed, broad vessel. Her single mast was composed of fopr 
pieces of wood, held together by iron rings, and bent at the top. The Object 
which most strikes a stranger is the immense rudder, with a polo a§ large as a 
moderate mainmast. These vessels carry a single sail, made of cotton canvass, 
so neat and durable, as not only to equal, but also to surpass our owh. Instead 
of anchors, the junk has five or six grapnels ; a straw shed, built in the form of 
a root, serves for an upper deck ; the bulwark is very low. and pierced for let¬ 
ting out the water. The lower deck is partly stowed with cargo, and also con¬ 
stitutes the place of rendezvous for the crew; it is neatly adorned, and resembles 
our best cabins. The Japanese keep their vessels very clean; a smaller number 
ol individuals than in the Chinese junks navigate them, and these have the 
appearance of very hardy sailors. The crew we visited preserved the utmost 
silence, and did not answer any of our questions, until I called them a company 
of mutes, when they laughingly overcame their reserve, and answered some 
trifling interrogatories. All these vessels belonged to Kagosima, the southern¬ 
most part of Satzuma, and a very great emporium : their cargo consisted of 
sugar. 

Being recognised by several Loo-choo chiefs, with whom I had become 
acquainted at my previous visit, they heartily welcomed me, and made many 
inquiries about my former companions. They repeatedly asked how many 
veascls may still becoming; and evidently were tired with supplying them 
with provisions. At the fort on the entrance they had stationed seven soldiers 
with clubs, in order to give something like a military appearance to their har¬ 
bour. For the provisions furnished to II. M. ship Raleigh they obstinately 
refused receiving any compensation, lest it might have the appearance of bar¬ 
tering or trading with foreigners. Again and again did I press upon them the 
necessity of taking/something in exchange for their presents, in order to avoid 
entailing loss to themselves ; they replied, “If we receive anything in lieu we 
shall lose our heads.” 

In a political point of view these islands claim nb notice, unless a colony be 
established on the Bonian Islands. In that case it would be necessary to come 
to an understanding with the chiefs, and to open a free intercourse. Supposing 
that Japan obstinately refuses all terms for establishing a commerce, Napakeang 
might become an entrepot of that trade, and there is no doubt but the people 
of Satzuma, who very much resemble the Chinese of Foke&n province in point 
of enterprise, would gladly avail themselves of this opportunity if they were 
permitted to do so. Yet it will require a great and permanent effort to convince 
. the people of Loo-choo that trade is our sole object, and to silence their sus¬ 
picion of ulterior views. ; ’ . 


Departure for Japan, 



In accordance to my instructions, I called the seven shipwrecked Japanese 
together, and asked them whether they preferred embarking in a Satzuma junk 
to proceeding in the Morrison straightway to 1 c'thye- 'I'hey chose the latter for 
various reasons. As poor ignorant sailors, wlio had never transgressed against 
the laws of their country, they expressed not the least fear on returning in the 
most open manner, and in a ship of which they could give the be. 3 t'testimonials 
regarding the benevolent intention of her inmates. Had it bceh in a Chinese 
junk rdattqrs would have stood differently ; for jomc of thciFcbunttymen, 

' brought back to Nugazaki by Chinamen were imprisoned, great jealousy exist¬ 
ing between the two nations, and were after the lapse of a considerable time 
released.. Supposing that they went in a Satzuma junk, they never would be 
able to elude the vigilance of the Mandarins; to smugglethemsffiVes into the 
Country would be a capital crime; and, if the Government OHiecrslooked Un¬ 
favourably upon their Having spent so many yew's ih i'foiteijm ' couptry^ they 
would be entirely in its clutches, and be qrfiible torctKeVe 1 their ifii the 
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diatc consequence. The crew of a junk which, sailed across our'boivs, did ,hpt 
show the hast symptom of fear;, and ..we have, found invariably that the jjebjjfe 
heyond thfc.reacb of tlicir superiprs,. are friendly and fond of stranger^. Of the' 
sailing qualities of these vessels ,I. can not. say very much. In a gjffti they ; 
..labour.very heavily, and the judder, presenting a large surface to the sea, is 
ihften broken. They arc by np means.seaworthy, being moreover slenderly 
.built of fir, so as scarcely to withstand a heavy sea. The inhiimah gotyfeHi- 
ment lias thus ordered their construction in order to make it impossible tij^fstt 
foreign countries. Yet, this crooked policy has had the inpst disastrous donsc- 
(plenties, and tlumsauds of these frail balks arc aqnually engidphcdl. When 
'the mariners are.unfortunately driven from the shore, they give themselves dp 
as lost. This happens frequently, because an easterly current sets in along the 
coast, and rims at the. rate of about three miles per hour. ‘ ' Unless there be a 
very good breeze, it is impossible to make the land ; and there remains no 
alternative, for these unfortunate, people hut to ; die of starvation, if they ate not 
, fortunately thrown on one of the eastern inlands, f)f this tiiere liave latterly 
< been many instances ; whilst sonic reached the west coast of America, others 
landed in Lusonia or Hainan, or reached the Sandwich Islands. 

The. weather was. rainy whop we worked into the bay, yet tbe Mandarins 
seemed to be. aware, of our approach, and therefore commenced ii brisk fire - 
from several .batteries. Whilst hearing up for Uragawa, a shot fell about a half 
mile from.us, and our captain judged it therefore prudent to come a few miles 
.below the fort to anchor.. * 

* The broad principle upon which we htid entered in this enterprise, was to 
win.our.way cautiously by kindness; and. as it was naturally, to be imagined, 
that the nearer vve were the court, the sooner an application for permitting 
foreign intercourse would he taken in consideration at, head-quarters, we had 
■ addressed ourselves to the .Emperor. , In this letter it was stated, that our ship 
- brought seven shipwrecked natives back to their homes, that vve requested the 
■favour of a visit from an accredited officer, to whom we might communicate 
our wishes, and should rejoice to trade if II. M.. pleasure were known to that 

..effect. A list of ,tlie presents and of the cargo, and separate papers, containing 

• a short account of the United States, and setting forth.the offer of assisting the 

.sick, were put into the same envelope. Prepared, for disappointment, we 
wished to, leave nothing untried, in order to. open a communication with the 
Court. ,, t \" 

Shortly after the anchor was down, a crowd .of curious natives came on 
deck. Many were in a state of nudity, whilst others wore a single lippdr dress, 

. and none, of them trowsers. Upon their heads, shaven in front,,whilst the 
'hair of the hinder part was bound up in a knot, they wore no covering, and only 
4 a few had straw sandals on their feet. An elderly man first reconnoitred, and 
gave an account of his friendly reception to thp waiting crowd... A number 
of people rushed immediately on deck;.they examined every thing With¬ 
out reserve, and showed themselves very friendly and good-natured. Think¬ 
ing that all people in the world speak, Japanese, they were rather astonished 
i that there was only one single individual whom they could understand. W e 
gave them some trifling presents, for which they tha*hkeii us very 1 heafttfy,Aind 
then retired with joy to. make room for others. One whofbr the ffrBtrtime 
might have seen this.scene on board, would scarcely have believed'that .we 
were in Japan, for the natives,behaved iti.sucjh a manner ais if they hadbeen for 
years familiar, with, us. Even women i Viiii : iThingiiiih 'iinil' had' if hot been 
for the rain-.which begun to'pour down, they wpuld, liiiVff "lavgufed our ladies 
■*with- their company on .board. .To the intelligent part of our visitors 1 stated 
-who we.-were; which wrote it down on a piece, of paper, in the Japanese and 
> Chinese character; and also distributed some papers, in wliidh Wcjfckpressed a wish 
: to sfeo » Mandarin on board. \Vc expected every mpment’ah officer,' 1 whenAve 
i saw k large - — r -it— ~ iv_j. > s... Lim . .. 

'■dressed per? 

'■but he polite 

1 It was natnrally?;to suspect that amongstJps motley .grown y UWV(. VlH3y 

d«ck, there might be spmq gpycrnmrpht'spiesi. andt^ihq^iijltiVjfenesis' abbuibur 
s -guns betrayed 'then). . Yet we.angurgd:.tyvU about,d^Pre^eptiphyBy thb. autho¬ 
rities,‘since we had witnessed such decidedproatybi' |(b6Q'>v1tI J bit- flj^ iiiit of 
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Japanese stipjrc, yyhjri' sViaabhl^^'Hflstthe boat- '#h8 ; jiipparhig,’bof eirs wofo 
greyed wit;fi the-fi'rmg 6f ’cannon. 1 Scarcely had the; tfiorning dawned when 
yrfs saw thg, shorfallip" iii vaViods'dircCtions, some passing though the rigging, 
others pitching.,the stern, 'inti d'hly one coming in through ^hc porthole, and 
ctrijfe'ngJthejdc. 9 k, j’&Qmb boats, 1 anchored off the IJragaWa fort, also' opened a 
fit^j^pcji^ibjJwcyer/'prdved dnrfM^'htfrpHcss;' •"■'•• * 11 ;', <*< 

. ..r^t w ; as no.iise to serve 1 for a target; 'since we were ih an entirelydefcuceless 
,st,atc, and, ( fu))y determined hot to requite evilfor evil; We therefore got under* 
weigh, and ltad ,tlie mortification' tb 1 see 1 that, though the vesselwn* movihg 
.slowly op ,in a calni, the battery did not cease firing. Conscious" of having 
.fflv^^, cause for ; provocation, We vverb the more astonished at : this unprece- 
, dented £Ct; of,aggression upon .defenceless foreigners.- We therefore laid-to for. 
^otne^iiqne,,hoping‘Ih^t"an’ ‘e iplanat i oh might, be given, and a communication 
opened a); the = entrance of the’bhy. Iri this anticipation wc wore, however, 
deceived ; for, though the war-boats followed us at a respectable distance,:no 
.officer came off; ! '" ' ' ’• • *• l ... ..... 

, • jtyp had been about twenty miles froth the capital at anchor, and tire com-., 
manding officer at,the next fort must doubtless'havfc communicated our arrival 
to His Majesty ; so that the orders for driving its away from the boast so unce¬ 
remoniously emanated directly from the'palace'. In all'expeditions on’record 
sornq officer hadj visited the foreign ship, and supplied-’her With provisions ; but 
here, notwithstanding our earnest'entreaties, no understanding took place. Wc 
suppose this, therefore, to Be a new law, according to Which'Barbarians arc to 
be treated. If such, however, Be the ease,' the exclusive system of this Govern¬ 
ment is at its climax,—Where.it ought to ’rebeivc.a check. They will-ncither ' 
pare vyhether a ship is in distress, or Whether there are some wrecked seamen 
in a boat, but endeavour to take aWay their lives; if this can be -effected.!'’ As 
many of our whalers cruize about t^his coast for several months of the year, this, 
must occasionally happen; arid iV is very mournful to think that men who 
hasten to those shores, in order to Save their lives, should expose themselves -to 
the danger of being killed'by their fellow men. If they could treat us so bar- 
, baropsly when they had occular proof that we had divested ourselves of the 
means of injuring them, and came with friendly intentions, how will they treat 
...suspected foreigners? Whatever may be the politics of this reclusive country, 
its .ruterp, must be constrained' to 1 pay regard to the law of nations, and not to 
treat all the remainder of mankind as enemies.' ' ■ - 

When pur seven shipwrecked Japanese saw the behaviour of their Govern¬ 
ment,. they declined going on shore, since, under such circumstances, it would 
he certain death. We thought 1 it, ‘ however, our duty to try at another place, 
and therefore steered for Kagosima, thecapttal’o'f Srftzuma. Calms and a 
current setting.us. often two or three miles to eastward, very much retarded, 
our progress, .. ''' ! 

//.* ' \ i^pgust Stb, ^e carne’in sight of Hiyonga, 1 which is a bold and rocky coast. 

, ll(g^|ve,Hai,led several; fisherhicn/whd gavb us ready answers to our questions, 

. hut">iyoula,J 90 t, pomeon board.' : i J "• ' 

, "... (On enfejjng the capacious.' bay of Kagosima, we dispatched two of our 
. Japanese,ito. the next military; station on' shore. The commanding officers, 
.having hearil.thc tale*WjtlVejr/pfevious sufferings;' and kind reception on the 
part of the tprcigm^Sj^S^e mdved deeply, and promised ready assistance to 
,,thpm and, the kindest'treatment to us, who they said resembled in our conduct 
pot men bpt angels. Boat-loads' of water were immediately despatched to our 
’.ship,’ and whilst’ thpy/fdrwarded'iin ample ; and impressive statement in our 

' ’ , -n- s a grea t SU ppi y of pro , 

immediately,*and every 

_ T ..._Isb dr*wn tip a letter.,!©^ 

'pF whibh wc had'chclbsed the : document addressed 
Sjr refused tp receive,"after liiueh delibera^S 
tranteribed in their report to Kagosiipa. 





m 


early in the morning, a fishing-boat came off to us in great haste, and the 
-people, seemingly on their own account, stated that we would.i}G.t be permitted 
to enter a more secure harbour, as had been promised at first, and, since more* 
Mandarins had arrived, it would be best to trip our anchor and sail away. Our 
Japanese having applied the day previous for permission to go on shore, they 
were prohibited doing so by the authorities. A few moments of reflection fully 
convinced ns that we must not expect any friendly treatment, though, the 
authorities had solemnly pledged themselves. \We were no longer left in a state 
of doubt; the ominous striped cloth was down ; and as soon as the Mandarins 
found themselves secure under the cover of this defence, they comimchced 
"firing upon us. Though the balls loll all short, wc thought it best to get under 
way. The wind being contrary, wc had to beat out, and thus to approach the 
land in different directions. From six projecting points were we fired upon 
during twelve hours, with long intervals between. Hut ns both the cannon 
were very defective and ill directed, rio damage was done, all balls tailing short. 

The Bay of KagOsima is well sheltered, and there is an excellent anchorage 
near the ciiy. Only the Loo-Chooans arc permitted to trade to this emporium; 
all other commerce is considered as smuggling, in which the Satzumans have 
shown themselves too clever. This was one of the first ports visited by the 
Portuguese, arid is still to this day one of the most flourishing. 

During the whole course of our negotiation with the Japanese Govern- ' 
ment, we are not aware of having given the slightest offence. We came there 
to deliver up seven shipwrecked men, and to solicit a friendly intercourse; our 
intentions were fully stated, both in writing, as well as verbally, and acknow¬ 
ledged to be excellent and praiseworthy. Without being charged with having 
transgressed the laws of the country, or in the least degree being warned of our 
impending fate, the Government was determined on our destruction; and out 
preservation, which wc owe to the merciful protection of Providence, must 
mainly be ascribed to their want of means to kill us. 

Our natives were thunder-struck, and grateful that they had not availed 
themselves of a Natzuma junk to return to their country, for then they would 
Certainly have been decapitated, or put, for all their lives, into prison. Now, 
they bad at least some means left of saving their lives by returning to Macao. 
They earnestly besought us to take them back, .because their country had 
rejected them as outcasts, and we willingly granted them a favour asked with 
tears. After frequent calms and currents we arrived, August 29th, in Macao 
Iloads. * 

To sum up the total of our experience in regard to this country, wc ought 
to give full credit to the frankness and friendliness of the natives. /They are 
people who would oblige foreigners to any extent. The Mandarins we saw 
were mean in tluir appearance, and never spoke without trembling: the sol¬ 
diers arc in petticoats—real sans-culottes—and apparently ibfcrior to the 
Chinese. The system of espionage is carried here farther than even once in 
Spain by the Inquisition. The Emperor and all his vassals are prisoners in 
their palaces, and even not allowed to eat as much or as little as they like, or to 
sleep beyond their time. Every officer is responsible with his head in. his 
station to the whim of his superior, and a mere machine in the performance of 
’his duty. Japan exhibits the true image of despotism. Its constant tranquillity 
is a mere fiction, but it is a matter of fact that Government has always been 
strong enough to quell rebellion and maintain its system. How. the present 
struggle will end, we do not know; but so muffn ia certai n, that the great bulk 
of the people groans uiider the heavy burdens imposed n p rw . t hem. There is 
an overgrown population, and though the means of subsistence in plentiful years 
are sufficient, they are not adequate during a time of scarcity. 

The Japanese coasting commerce is very extensive: the resources of this 
country are very large, and the inhabitants fully as industrious as the Chinese. 
The Govetmnent is the only check to improvement, «ond the insurmountable 

ber to foreign intercourse. . . 

(Signed) C1I. GUmAFF, 

• Joint Interpreter. 
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’ •!?' i- No. 108. 

Captain EtUiot to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received March 19,1838.) 

My Lord, Canton , September 2(>, L837. 

, AN accident of a serious nature has just occurred at this place; and, being 
ap|j3yhensive that unfounded and disquieting reports may reach England upon 
tbFsubject, I forward this Despatch by a ship l>ound to Bombay, in the ljope 
of saving the Dceember overland mail. 

Two Lascars, belonging to an English passage-boat, landed on the evening 
of the 20th instant on the north shore of the river, about two miles below the 
Factories, and a fray took place, in which a Chinese was declared to have 
received several severe stabs with a. knife. 

,-There were two other Lascars on shore at the same place, and although it 
does not seem that they vvere engaged in the affair, they, with the two prin¬ 
cipals, fell into the hands of the Chinese police, and the whole four were brought 
up to this place and confined in the Consoo House. 

On the morning of the next day (the 21st), the magistrate, in whose dis- t 
trict the disturbance occurred, sent them to me for examination, but declined 
to leave them in my hauds. 

I had no strong objection that they should remain in the custody of the 
Mandarins, at the Consoo House, during the daytime, because I could always 
know whether they were removed'within the walls of the city, and then trans¬ 
mit the most urgent appeals for their immediate delivery to my care; hut, as 
night approached, and it would be difficult to watch proceedings, other steps 
became necessary. 

At eight o’clock, therefore, I sent for the three official merchants to the 
Hall, and demanded that the men should be given up before ten o’clock that 
night, upon my pledge that they should be fairly tried, according to the laws of 
my country (and in the presence of Mandarins), for any crime alleged against 
them. 

Hovvjqua replied, with composure, that these persons were, in the custody 
of the Mandarins, charged with a violation of the laws of the empire, and pend¬ 
ing the determination of the safety of a Chinese who had been severely stabbed 
by one amongst them. *If Englishmen went to France, lie argued, they were 
amenable to the justice of that country; and then, taking this rather displeasing 
occasion to compliment me upon a presumed reasonableness of disposition and 
love of justice, which, lie said, had secured for me the respect of the Governor, 
lie required me to show why the case should be different when Englishmen 
came to China. 

. I answered that I would venture to say my Government would admit all 
the force of this reasoning, as soon as it could be made at all applicable by the 
Emperor's gracious will to place my countrymen on the like footing in China, 
with respect to freedom of intercourse and the equal administration of the laws, 
as they,, stood in France, considered with relation to those points. 

. ;!ptcre was no pretension in. England, he might assure himself, to dictate 
any change of policy to the Chinese: that was a high matter, which, depended,,, 
upon the Imperial wisdom and pleasure; but it was not to be denied that the 
present state of things was attended with great inconveniences, and one amongst 
them was, the utter yup^ibility to concede their right to try British, subjects’ 
for a breach of Chinese laws, by Chinese officers, whilst those laws were only 
partially administered towards them, and whilst appeal to the higher Chinese 
tribunals is entirely shut out from them. 

All that could be'justly expected from my Government, under such cir¬ 
cumstances,; $vas tq.prqs^.ateans for. the fair trial of British, offenders against 
Chinese life or property British laws and British.'officers. * 

. , respect totiic.inerit8.ijf .t^is particular case, 1 urged that no Europtiiji 

had seen the body of the rnahsaid to' be stabbed ; that the Lascar denied the/ 
whole alldgation. and that it. was certain no knifcThad-been found upon him. 

I concluded by insisting that the men must be delivered to me. by ton 
o’clock, or that I must quit Canton, leaving upon his Excellency and tfibrn- 
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selves, in the form of a protest, all the) grave responsibility of .any evil conse¬ 
quences which might ensue from their further detention. 

t suggested, at the same time, that, as soon as it were known I had left the 
Factories, it was too probable some eight hundred or a thousand men might 
come up to Canton from Whampoa, to carry a petition to the city gates for the 
restoration of the people. Whilst 1 remained, my countrymen would be patient, 
feeling assured that the safety of the people was certain ; it was not easy tp 
believe they would remain so after I had left Caitton.•• • 

The Lascars, it was to lie observed, were a very i excitable race.of people, 
and they might urge their commanders to take some hazardous .step, whieli no 
man would deplore more sincerely than myself; but it would, be wholly out ot 
my power to control events, if they constrained me,>by their..unreasonable, re¬ 
fusal of my proposal, to retire from the stage of my public duties—the very first. 
of which was the protection of my countrymen- ,. «> ' .... , ■ 

Ilowqua was evidently shaken by this tone of representation, hut lie still 
anxiously entreated me-to wait till he could see. the Governor in the morn¬ 
ing. I felt, however, that this was one of those cases in which firm, coun¬ 
tenance and rigid adherence to my original declaration was all .1 had to depend 
upon ; and I closed the discussion by desiring the people to prepare my boat. 

At this point. Howqua gave way, and the men were forthwith restored 
to me. 

They have been in my custody ever since; and your Lordship may he 
assured that I will never give them up to apy other form of trial than that to 
which I have pledged myself-—namely, a trial according to the forms of British 
law. 

It is satisfactory to add that the Chinese is said to be doing well, and that 
the tranquil course of the trade has not been interrupted. 

I would in this place, my Lord, express a respectful but earnest hope, that 
no time may he lost in the formation of adequate judicial and police insti¬ 
tutions for the government of the King’s subjects in this empire ; and I have 
no hesitation in assuring your Lordship that it is in ,my power to secure from 
the provincial authorities the tno3t formal sanction to their.operation. 

For several months in the year, there are not les_s than 2000 of his. Majesty’s 
subjects at Canton, Whampoa, Macao, and the immediately adjacent anchorages ; 
and your Lordship is aware, that, except incases of homicide, , the. Chinese 
Government do not interpose at all for the preservation of peace between them 
and their own people, or between his Majesty’s subjects themselves. . .. 

Your Lordship will conceive the ,exceeding risk and unsuitablepe?s of the 
absence of defined means of sufficient control. ; , 

I have, &c„ 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Macao, Oclober ’A, 183/. 

P.S.—Particular circumstances calling me to this place on the 30th ult., I 
apprized the Provincial Government that I adhered fo my pledge With respect 
to these people, but must take them away with me ; to Macao. The day 1 after 
my departure from Canton, accompanied by the Lascars, a chop was issued by 
the district magistrate, desiring that they migl^t be finally delivered to me to be 
dealt with as 1 saw fit. ‘ • ' " 

(Signed) ^tTMRLES ELLIOT. 
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No. 10!). 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received May 15, 1838.) 

My Lord, Canion, November 18, 1837. 

THE Inelosure No. 1, which I have now the honour to transmit, 
consists of a scries of four Edicts upon the subject of the opium ships, 
forwarded to me by the Provincial Government, at various dates in the. 
months of August and September last. 

An instrument subsequently addressed to me (Inclosure No. 4 of this 
despatch) so fully recapitulates the subject matter of these documents, that 
I have merely considered it necessary to trouble your Lordship with their 
contents in an abridged form. 

It is requisite your Lordship should know, that since my first arrival 
in Canton, in the month of April last,, I have frequently been urged by the 
official merchants (and, as they have always declared, bv the special 
command of the Governor) to dismiss the opium ships from the usual 
anchorages outside the port. I have invariably replied on these occasions, 
that my Commission charged me with tlie superintendence of the trade to 
Canton ; that my Government had no formal knowledge oT the existence of 
any other; and that his Excellency must be sensible 1 could concern myself 
only with the duties L had due authority to perform. 

When the Edict of the 19th September was delivered to me, the 
merchants anxiously importuned me to acknowledge the receipt of all 
these papers, and authentically to explain my situation in relation to the 
whole subject. 

So long as there was room for the supposition, that these repeated 
approaches were merely formal. I considered, that it would la; most con¬ 
venient entirely to disregard them : but, with the Government manifestly 
in greater earnest than it had ever yet been upon the subject, it. was to be 
borne in mind, that my continued silence was susceptible of mis¬ 
chievous miseonstruetiov for the vindication of ihe menaced inter¬ 
ruption of the whole commerce. 

Thus impressed, I .resolved to record my own grounds for the course 
1 was pursuing, rather than to leave its explanation to the inferences of 
the Provincial Government. 

The Inclosure No. 2, is my note to the Governor, in acknowledgment 
of the first Edict. 

'flic Inclosure No. 3, is his Excellency’s admission of the reasonableness 
of my objections to transmit for submission to the throne, communications 
which reached me through an indirect and informal channel. 

The Inclosure No. 4, is an instrument addressed directly to myself 
under the seals of the Kw ang-Chow -Kooand the lvwang-1 leep, and contains 
copy of his Excellency’s Edict, addressed to those officers for communica- 
I ion to me. 

The. Inclosure No. 5, is my acknowledgment of this paper. 

The earlier transmission of this despatch has been prevented by the 
Governor's absence from the provincial city on an official tour, which has 
put it out of my power to iVansmit nn note. No. 5. till yesterday; and I 
considered ita mat ter of some moment, that the circumstances should stand 
in their present posture before they were reported for your Lordship's 
information. . 

Situated as I am, l hope to be pardoned for submitting my own views 
of a course of proceeding which seems to me to be easy and advantageous 
of adoption in the present conjuncture; but I am dispose^ to«belleve. that 
it may more conveniently form the subject of a separate despatch. 

I have. Sir., 

. . (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent: 


2 11 
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Inclosurc 1 in No. 109. 

Abstract of an Edict from the Governor and'Lieutenant Governor of Canton 
to the Hong Merchants, against the Opium-receiving ships anchored 
outside the port of Canton. 

August 4, 1837. 

TJIEIR Excellencies have received from Peking an Imperial Edict, 
which they insert, and of which the following is the substance: “A 
memorial has been laid before the Emperor, representing that ntore than 
ten English vessels arc constantly anchored outside the port, in the 
anchorages of Kap-shuy-moon and Kumsingmoon : that the illicit trade— 
the importation of opium and exportation of Sycee silver—depends 
entirely on these vessels; and that they form also places of refuge for 

} )roscribcd smugglers. The Emperor accordingly directs, that the resident 
oreigners be immediately required to send them away, and also, that 
steps be taken to punish all natives engaged in the smuggling of opium.” 

The (lovernor and Lieutenant Governor hereupon issue orders to the 
Hong Merchants, to make it known, that no foreign vessels are allowed to 
remain anchored outside the port; and to call on the English Superinten¬ 
dent to send away all the receiving-vessels now anchored in various 
places within a period of ten days. 

[Note. This abstract is given in as fcw'words as possible, as the tenor 
of the whole of this document, and of •the three others, appears in a 
subsequent document, of which a full translation is given.] 

(Signed) J. ROBERT MORRISON, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Abstract of a second Edict from the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
of Canton against the Opium-receiving Ships anchored outside the Port. 

August 17, 1837. 

TIIE Imperial Edict, inserted in the first Edict from their Excellen¬ 
cies, is here re-inserted ; and their previous orders are alluded to, with 
blame, on account of no answer having yet been given. 

The English Superintendent Elliot, being authorized to direct even 
trilling matters, is so much the more called on to interfere in an important 
matter, which, as it is contrary to the laws of the Celestial Empire, must 
also be obnoxious to the instructions which the Superintendent has front 
his own Government. The benevolence of the Great Emperor is universal, 
but it cannot, suffer depraved foreigners to tempt natives to do evil. 

The strict terms of the imperial Edict require on the part of their 
Excellencies, the utmost diligence: and,being apprehensive that the Ilong 
merchants may not have explained the subject with sufficient earnestness, 
this second Edict is therefore issued. The Superintendent is to be in¬ 
structed, immediately to send away all the vessels anchored at Lintin, 
and other places outside the port; and hereafter, the trade must be con¬ 
fined to articles legally dulyable, and no contraband articles, such as 
opium, must be imported. 

The goodness of the Government in permitting foreigners to have a 
general mart for their commerce, at such an important emporium as 
Canton is, is then spoken of; but it is shown ou the other hand, that 
the Emperor" can be awfully severe, as well as good and merciful; and 
that it will be well, therefore, to avoid such conduct as will lead to the 
entire stoppage of commercial intercourse. , 


Abstract of a third Edict from the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of 
Canton against the Opium-receiving ships anchored outside the Port. 

* September 18, 1837. 

THEIR Excellencies allude to the Imptrial Edict before published by 
v; >m, and recapitulate their orders of date 17th August, adding that no 
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report has yet been made in answer. They then give the substance of 
sundry reports from naval and civil officers, in regard to the movements 
'of ships from Kapsingmoon eastward, to a place called Tsecnshatsuy, and 
also between Tsecnshatsuy and Macao. This not being the direction 
which vessels should take to return to their countries, it is plain from their 
moving eastward to Tscenshatsuy, that their object is to remain lingering 
about, and to watch the progress of events. J 

The goodness of the Government in permitting the continuance of 
trade, under all circumstances, for a space of 200 years, is highly extolled, 
and the contumacy of foreigners reprobated ; and it is asked, if they 
can suppose that while they render the Chinese seas a common sewer 
for the filthy opium, the Government can fail to put the laws in force 
against them? If in the several foreign countries, individuals of another 
country were, with their ships, to contravene the laws, and continue for a 
long time so doing, the king of the country would certainly enforce the 
laws against the offenders. How much more must the Government of this 
empire punish the contumacious disobedience of barbarians? 

The King of England has been hitherto dutiful and respectful, and 
has plainly prohibited the conduct complained of; and, lest any of his 
people should bring shame on their country, has sent the Superintendent 
Elliot, to Canton, to hold them in check. But a month has elapsed since 
strict investigation concerning these receiving-vessels was entered upon, 
and yet the Superintendent has not sent any of them away. It is to be 
feared, therefore, lie is unfit for tfic situation of Superintendent. If he can 
willingly bear reproach, on account of these vessels, how then will he 
answer it to his King, or how to their Excellencies ? If he will seriously 
consider it, he surely cannot find rest upon his bed. 

Their Excellencies issue once more their commands, requiring the 
Superintendent to make known to those of the receiving-ships the good¬ 
ness and the terrors of the Government; to lay before them the choice of 
weal or woe; and to call on them all immediately to return home; they 
also require him to report to his King, in order that the receiving-vessels 
may henceforth be prohibited from coming hither. Thus the good and 
bad will not be confounded ; thus the unbounded goodness of the Emperor 
may be manifested, and the path of intercourse be for ever retained to 
those who are good amdng the foreigners. It would not be difficult for 
their Excellencies to use the power placed in their hands, and at once 
drive off these offenders ; but they do not decline repeatedly to give admo¬ 
nitions, lest anything should be wanting to the faithful exhibition of their 
requirements, and so the display of impartial benevolence should be 
obstructed. But further contumacy, after this, will make it manifest that 
words are but thrown away upon wilful offenders. 

The Hong merchants finally are commanded to report, whether the 
Superintendent is looking on with folded arms, or whether the delay 
arises from the obstinacy of those on board the receiving-ships. They are 
warned also not to risk .their fortunes and lives by negligence and indif¬ 
ference. 


Abstract of an Edict from the ■ Cl over nor and Lieutenant Governor of 
Canton respecting contraband trading on the coast of Fvhkeen. 

September 19, 1837. 



ajesty, of the apprehei 
of sundry persons who had been engaged in the introduction oT opium, 
whereupon His Majesty had commanded the naval Commander-in-chief in 
that province to suppress all such illegalities therein. Calling to mind 
that there are many foreign officers and chief supracargoes at Macao, His 
Majesty further requires that, as often as such officers shall obtain infor¬ 
mation of the existence of a contraband traffic, it shall be their duty to 
send away the offending parties.” 

Their Excellencies require'the senior Hong merchants accordingly to 
call upon the English Superintendent to investigate the subject ; and when 
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ever he learns of any illicit traffic, immediately to send away the offending 
parties for trial, according to the laws of their country ; and also to prevent 
vessels from going beyond the prescribed bounds. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 109. 

Captain Elliot, to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, September 25, 1837. 

TIIK Undersigned, &e.. &c\, has had the honour to receive your 
Excellency’s Edicts addressed to the senior Hong merchants, dated on the 
18th and 19th September, 1837. 

His Commission from his Government places the ships and subjects 
of the English nation trading to this port under his direction. It is his 
duty to use every effort to cause all British persons arriving within these 
limits, to respect the laws and customs of the empire; and your Excellency 
may be assured that he will ever zealously devote himself to those 
objects. 

The Undersigned is not ignorant that an extensive traffic is carried 
on without the port of Canton by the ships of foreign nations. But he 
sees only the papers of British ships whiejh arrive within the port; and he 
is therefore without any public means of knowing which of the ships 
resorting to these anchorages are British ; what is the nature of their 
pursuits; whence they come, or whither they go? 

Your Excellency has now been pleased to direct that His Majesty 
the King of England should be informed of the gracious will of the 
Emperor, requiring the adoption of measures to prevent these alleged 
irregular visits of British ships to the coasts of China. 

It, is the duty of the Undersigned respectfully, but plainly, to signify 
to your Excellency, that the present condition of his public intercourse 
with the Government of these Provineesrenders.it impossible, consistently 
with the customs of his country, that any such communication should 
ever arrive under the notice of the King. , * 

The pleasure of your Excellency reaches the knowledge of the 
Undersigned, who is an officer, and wholly unconnected with trade, in no 
more authentic and formal shape than the copy of an Edict addressed by 
your Excellency to native merchants. lie does not dare to forward the 
substance of information derived from such a source for submission to the 
throne. 

In his ordinary intercourse with your Excellency, he has deferred, at 
great personal responsibility, to the present manner of communication, 
because your Excellency informed him that it was in conformity with the 
customs of the empire. 

But in the transmission of communications to the knowledge of the 
King of England, it is in like manner just and needful, that due regard 
should be had to the customs which regulate the manner of intercourse 
with His Majesty. 

In a late visit of a British sliip-of-war to the coasts of Fulikeen, upon 
public business, his Excellency the Governor of that province commu¬ 
nicated his pleasure concerning those affairs, to certain officers of the 
province, an,d commanded them to take a copy of his Edict, and to deliver 
it, under their seal, to the Commander of the British ship. 

That document is now in the possession of the Undersigned, and a 
translation«of it will be laid before the King, so that the gracious benevo¬ 
lence of the Emperor to the distressed subjects of his kingdom may be 
made known to His Majesty. 

If your Excellency, in your wisdom, shall judge fit to conform to this 
same practice, whenever it be desired to lay communications before His 
Majesty, all difficulty upon the subject will be removed. 

The Undersigned will conclude this address, by observing, that His 
Gracious Sovereign has never yet been approached with representations 
setting forth the existence of irregularities by the subjects of his kingdom 
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on these coasts; and that Mis Majesty, therefore, can know nothing of 
p.ny such allegations, or of the pleasure of the Emperor in respect to 
them. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to your 
Excellency the sentiments of his highest considerations. • 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 109. 

The Governor and Lieutenant Governor of ('anion in reply to Captain. 
Elliot's request that the wishes of the Government should be commu¬ 
nicated through the medium of an Officer. 


September 28, 1837. 

THE Governor and Lieutenant Governor jointly reply. The vessels 
having been so long anchored olf the coast, that the Great Emperor has 
been informed respecting them.—and the Superintendent having resided 
for some years at Macao, how can he be ignorant of the circumstances 
and places of their anchorage? The address of the Superintendent is 
merely a specious document. 'The rule of the Empire is, that, all com¬ 
mands issued to foreigners are to* be enjoined through 1 ho medium of the 
Hong merchants. And in a matter of such importance as the present, 
how can obedience be refused ! There is, however, some reason in the 
representation, that it is difficult to bring to the knowledge of his King a 
plain and unauthentic document. They, therefore, taking this into con¬ 
sideration, will adapt their proceedings to the occasion, and will instruct 
the Prefect of the department of Kvvang-Chow, and the chief military 
officer of the same department, to communicate their wishes to the Super¬ 
intendent, who, in obedience thereto, is to send away the receiving-ships, 
and also to forward information to his King, that such vessels maybe 
prohibited coining hither again. 

fNote.—The same matter appears almost verbatim in the next docu¬ 
ment, where it is translated in full.] 

(Signed) J. ROBERT MORRISON, 

(■hinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Tnclosure -1 in No. 109. 

\ 

The Prefect and Commandant of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

September 29. 1837. 

CHOO, Prefect of Kwang-Chow-Foo, and Ta, commander of the forces 
of Kwang-Chow, issue these commands to the English Superintendent. 
Elliot, that he may render himself acquainted therewith. 

On the 28th September, we received from their Excellencies the 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, the following official document :— 

“ On the 3rd August, we received from the Grand Council of State, 
copy of an Imperial Edict, of date July 14, of the following tenor:— 

“ ‘ Owing to the exportation of silver carried on from all the ports 
along the coast, and in consideration of the important heaving of this 
upon the national resources and the livelihood of the people, w r c have 
already, in repeated instances, declared our pleasure, requiring all the 
Governors and Licutenaht, Governors of the provinces, faithfully to make 
examination and to act in this matter. 

*• ‘ To-day again, the Sub-Censor, Le Pankew, has laid before us a 
memorial to this effect, that ‘there arc above ten English warehousing 
vessels, which first, in the year 1821. entered the anchorage of Kapshuy- 
moon, and thence in 1833, removed their anchorage to Kumsingmoon; 
that the importation of opiuyi, and the exportation of silver, depend 
wholly on thes-ie warehousing vessels, which form also a general refuge for 
absconders; that a set of worthless fellows, in boats called fast-crabs,” 
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going and coming from morn to night, find means to make their way 
stealthily into every creek and inlet; that there are depraved dealers 
who prepare the drug for use, buying and Selling by wholesale; and, also, 
that the native retail dealers in foreign commodities, under the open pre¬ 
text of selling articles of commerce, make secret smuggling their business, 
and in nowise dilfcr from the larger preparers of the drug. 

“ ‘ There surely must be a fixed place of anchorage for the vessels of 
the foreigners: how then is it, that, while previous to the year 182'!, the 
clandestine establishment of warehousing vessels was never heard of, 

■ these vessels have of late been suffered to remain for whole years at 
anchor on the high seas, thus leading to unlawful combination between 
them and natives, and to unrestrained smuggling? Let it be the respon¬ 
sible duty of the Governor of K wangtungancl his colleagues, to give strict 
orders to the llong merchants, to be enjoined on the resident foreigners 
of the said nation, requiring them to compel the warehousing vessels now 
anchored there, one and all. to return home, and not to permit them 
under any pretext to linger about. Let them also ascertain where are 
the dens and hiding-places of the opium-dealers, and inflict punishment 
on each individual, without, the slightest, indulgence. Thus the source of 
the evil may be closed up, and the spirit of contumacy suppressed. Let 
a copy of t he memorial be, together w ith these commands, transmitted to 
Tang and Ke, and by them let the commands be enjoined on Wan. Respect 
this.’ 

“This having been with respectful obedience transmitted to us, the 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, we have examined the subject. 
Opium is a poison capable of destroying life; and the pure silver may not 
by law be exported. The aim and object of the foreign receiving-ships is 
gain alone ; and by presuming for a long period to remain at anchor, 
enticing the natives and combining witli them in clandestine traffic, those 
concerned in these ships have greatly infringed the laws of the celestial 
Empire. Having respectfully received the above commands, we issued 
especial orders to the I long merchants, requiring them earnestly and 
zealously to enjoin the same on the said Superintendent Elliot, and 
directing, that he should pay immediate obedience to the declared Impe¬ 
rial pleasure; that he should send away home every one of the receiving 
vessels now anchored in the various offings, antf should no longer suffer 
them to linger about as heretofore. This is on record. 

“ After thus doing, we successively received reports from the Military 
Commander at Tnpang, from the Sub-Prefect at Macao, and from tin? 
Civil and Naval authorities of Meangshan, to the cflect, that there were 
twenty-live receiving-vessels anchored off the Motaou Islands [in Kap- 
singmoon], as also in the offings of the Nine Islands and Cnbreta Point, 
and in the auchorage of the Typa: from which places they successively 
moved on the 29th and 30th days of August; and on the 2nd and 3rd of 
of September, nineteen of the said receiving ships proceeding from the 
Motaou Islands to Tseenshatsuy offing, and two pf them from the Nine 
Islands, and one from off Cabreta Point, to the same place; further, that 
on the 8th of September, two vessels moved from Tseenshatsuy to the 
Typa, and on the 9th, one from the samy place to Cabreta Point; while 
only a Dutch ship, which had in the year 1834, anchored off’ the Nine 
Islands, and had at this time removed to Tseenshatsuy,. weighed anchor 
on the 7th, and proceeded to sea, beyond the great Ladrone Island. We 
also received a communication from the Naval Commander-in-chief 
to the same' effect, adding that Tseenshatsuy is to the eastward of Mo¬ 
taou ; and suggesting the great necessity for driving oil" the numerous 
vessels Which have now taken up their anehorage.thorc, 

“Now these receiving-ships come from the south-westward, and must 
needs return in a south-west direction ; how is it then that they have on 
the contrary removed eastward! And why,do they not remain in one 
place ! It is manifest herein that they wish to cruize about unchecked, 
and to linger in the neighbourhood, to watch the progress of circum¬ 
stances, 

/ ' “ The goodness of the Celestial Empire and its cherishing kindness 
afe extreme. t Since it first granted to all nations a general market, where 
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the commodities of all might be bartered, a space of 200 years has 
elapsed as though it had been but a single day. Such profound bene¬ 
volence,—favours so substantial, are well fitted to penetrate the entire 
body, even to the very marrow of the bones. Could it then be supposed, 
that depraved foreigners would twist awry the laws, and to serve merely 
their private ends, would assume the pretence of traffic! Most lucid and 
clear are the sacred commands. Can any yet dare to be, as the habitual 
looker on, unobservant, and still continue to linger about? And are the 
seas of the central flowery land to be made a common sewer for the recep¬ 
tion of this filthy [opiumj! Or shall we. entrusted with the defence and 
government of the frontier, be thought unable to follow such conduct with 
the rigour of the law ? Consider, if within the territory of any of those 
countries, the vessels of another country were contumaciously to infringe 
the prohibitions, and remain for a long period there without leaving, 
whether the King of that nation would not regard it necessary to punish 
such offenders with rigour, refusing the least indulgence llow much 
more then the celestial Empire! How can it suffer barbarians to disobey 
the laws, and without restraint to throw contempt thereon ? 

“The King of the said nation has been heretofore, dutiful and 
respectful,-and his prohibitions have been rigorously and clearly enacted. 
And being apprehensive lest merchants or seamen of vessels coming 
hither should infringe prohibitions, or transgress the laws, and so should 
bring shame upon their counfry, he specially sent the Superintendent 
Elliot to Canton, to keep them under controul and restraint. Hut these 
receiving-ships have now remained for a very long time at anchor; and 
though two months have elapsed since the said Superintendent has 
received our commands, he has not vet sent them away to their country. 
We fear he is unfit to bear the designation of Superintendent. If he can 
willingly subject himself to reproach on account of these receiving-vessels, 
how will he be able to answer it to his King? Or how to lls. the Gover¬ 
nor and Lieutenant Governor ? Let him, in the stillness of night, reflect 
hereon; and if lie do so, we think that lie will be unable to find rest upon 
his bed. 

“ It now, however, appears, from an address presented by the said 
Superintendent, that he objects to the copying and enjoining of those 
commands by the Flong'merchants, on the ground of such copied docu¬ 
ment being unauthentic, without official seal or envelope, and so not 
giving him evidence whereon to pay obedience to it; and also that lie is 
apprehensive of transgressing the laws of his country. According to the 
established laws of the Celestial Empire, it is required, that in all matters 
wherein commands are given to the outer foreigners, such commands be 
enjoined through the medium of Hong merchants. And in this instance, 
moreover, the Imperial pleasure w r as declared, specially requiring that, the 
Hong merchants should be commanded to give directions and (o act. Can 
any dare, then, not to pay respectful obedience thereto ? The said nation 
of course has its own la\\s. Hut is it imagined, that the laws of outer 
barbarians can he practised in the domains of the Celestial dynasty? 
What utter ignorance of the requirements of dignity is this! 

“ Yet the representation, that it is impossible for him to communicate 
to his Government such an unaufhenticatod document appears reasonable. 
And we, therefore, on this consideration act, on this occasion, as expe¬ 
diency dictates. We forthwith issue this document to you, the Prefect of 
Kwang-Chow-Foo, requiring you immediately, in conjunction with the 
Commauder of forces in the department, to copy these our commands, and 
enjoin them on the said Superintendent Elliot, that he may act in obe¬ 
dience thereto. lie is required speedily to make known to the* rebeiving 
vessels anchored at Tseenshatsuy and other places, the Imperial good¬ 
ness, and also the Imperial terrors; to set before them the choice of weal 
and woe; and to urge their speedy and entire departure for their country. 
There must be no contumacious opposition. The said Superintendent is 
also to convey it to his King, that nereafter such receiving-vessels are to 
be prohibited ever again coming hither; and that only the merchant 
vessels trading in legally ddtyable articles may come, while all contra¬ 
band articles, such as the filthy opium, are not to be conveycjd over the 
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wide seas. Thus, the source of the evil may he closed, and the layvs he 
held up to honour: thus, the universally beneficial and boundless favours 
of the Clreat Emperor, may, on the one band, be conferred; and, on the 
other hand, the path of commercial intercourse may for ever be kept open 
to all good foreigners. We, the Governor and Lieutenant Governor hold 
a great power in our hands, and do that which we determine to do. What 
difficulty should we have in driving these vessels away with the utmost 
rigour ? Yet we refuse not to repeat, our admonitions again and -again, 
fearing lest there should be any want of perfect faithfulness, andf any 
consequent obstruction to the display of universally impartial benevo¬ 
lence. , 

“If, after this time of issuing our commands, the receiving-vessels 
again collect, as though we were not heard, and continue to remain 
looking around them, it will be manifest, that amendment finds no place in 
the hearts of those concerned in them; and not only will they be no 
longer borne with by the Great. Emperor, but by their own King also, 
they w ill certainly be subjected to trial. We cannot do otherwise than 
pursue them with the rigour of the law s, and show forth to all the, Celes¬ 
tial terrors. Tf the said Superintendent fail to pay earnest obedience 
hereto, he also will draw on himself investigation and expulsion. All 
must with trembling anxiety attend. Further, let him be commanded to 
report, as to the periods when these receiving-vessels severally depart for 
their country. Oppose not! Be earnest and speedy; earnest and 
speedy! ’’ ' 

We, the civil and military authorities of this department, having 
received the above, forthw ith copy the commands of their Excellencies the 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and send them to the said Superin¬ 
tendent. Elliot, requiring him to pay immediate obedience. 

[The remainder of the document is a repetition of the latter portion 
of the preceding commands, with but one addition, wherein they require 
Captain Elliot to report again “ through the medium of the Ilong 
merchants." | 

Be earnest and speedy; earnest and speedy! A special order." 
Taoukwang, 17th year. 8th month (29th September, 1837.) 

A true Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, 

Chinese, Secretary and Interpreter. 

CnARI.ES GUTZLAFF, 

Joint Interpreter. 


Inelosure 5 in No. 109. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Cafllon, November 17, 1837. 
T11E Undersigned, &c. &c., has had the honour to receive your 
Excellency’s Edict, dated on the 25th September, conveyed directly to 
him under the seals of the K wang-Chmy-Foo, and the Kwang-Hcep, and 
ne will immediately transmit it to his country by the rapid steam and 
overland communication from Bombay. 

lie has already signified to your Excellency with truth and plainness, 
that his Commission extends only to the regular trade W’ith this Empire: 
and further, that the existence of any other than this trade has never yet 
been submitted lo the knowledge of his own Gracious Sovereign. " 

He will paly permit himself to add, on this occasion, that circum¬ 
stances of the kind described by your Excellency, cannot be heard of 
without feelings of concern and apprehension: and he desires humbly 
to express an earnest hope that sure and safe means of remedying a 
hazardous state of things, may be speedily devised. . ■>-. 

The Undersigned renews to you» Excellency the sentiments of his 
highest consideration. .. , 

(Signed)’ CHARLES EfeLIOT 
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No. 110. 


Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 15, 1838,) 

My Lord, Canton, November 19, 1837. 

1 NOW beg leave to resume the subject of my despatch of yesterday’s 
date. 

In the early part of this year, the project of immediately legalizing 
the traffic in opium was, without doubt, favourably entertained at the 
Court; and, situated as we arc, it is impossible to detect the particular 
management by which the postponement of the measure may have been 
achieved. 

We have now arrived, however, at a stage in the passage of cir¬ 
cumstances when it appears to be necessary, that the subject should once 
more be drawn under your Lordship’s serious attention. 

The vigorous proceedings of the Provincial Government against the 
native smugglers at the outside anchorages in the immediate neighbour¬ 
hood of this port, have had tjie effect of vastly increasing the traffic, on the 
eastern coasts of this and the neighbouring provinces of Fuhkccn. 

Till within the last few months, that branch of the trade never 
afforded employment, to more than two or three small vessels ; but, at the 
date of this despatch, and for some months past, there have not been less 
than twenty sail of vessels on the east coasts : and 1 am sorry to add, that 
there is every reason to believe blood has been spilt in the interchange of 
shot which has cut and anon taken place between them and the Manclarin 
boats. 

The most grave result of the vigilance upon the spot remains to be 
deerilicd. 

The native boats hn,vc been burned, and the native smugglers scat¬ 
tered; and the consequence is, as it was foreseen it would be, that a 
complete and very hazardous change has been worked in the whole 
manner of conducting the Canton portion of the trade. 

The opium is now carried on (and a great part of if. inwards to 
Whampoa) in European passage-boats belonging to British owners, 
slenderly manned with Lascar seamen, and furnished with a scanty 
armament, which may rather be said to provoke or to justify search, 
accompanied by violence, than to furnish flic means of effectual defence. 

I have no certain means of judging to what extent the shipping at 
Whampoa may be implicated in this new mode of carrying on £he trade, 
but 1 am not without reason to believe, that they are so, and possibly in an 
increasing degree. And as your Lordship is probably aware that the. 
Hong merchant who secures each ship, and the captain and consignee, 
join in a bond that she has no opium on board, it is needless to dwell 
upon the very embarrassing consequences which would ensue if the 
existence of a different staje of facts should nevertheless be esta¬ 
blished. 

I am disposed to believe that the higher officers of the Provincial 
Government are perfectly sensible of the extensive smuggling of opium 
carried on in the European passage-boats, and from some .motive, either 
of interest or policy, or probably of both, they oppose no immediate 
obstacle to such a condition of things. 

But the continuance of their inertness is not to bp depended upon. 
Disputes among themselves for the shares of the emoluments, private 
repeats against each other to the Court, and, lastly, their ordinary practice 
of permitting abuse to grow to ripeness, and to rest in false security, aro 
all considerations which forbid the hope that these things can endure. 

Setting aside, however, the interference of the Mandarins, it is not 
to be questioned that tlm passage of this valuable article in small and 
insignificantly 'armed vesseli, affords an intense temptation to piratical 
attack by the many desperate smugglers out of employment, and by the 
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needy inhabitants of the neighbouring islands. And another Ladrone 
war directed against Europeans as well as Chinese is a perfectly probable 
event. 

In fact, my Lord, looking around me, and weighing the whole body 
of circumstances as carefully as 1 can, it seems to me that the moment 
has arrived for such active interposition upon the part of Her Majesty’s 
Government, as can be properly afforded ; and that it cannot be deferred 
without great hazard to the safety of the whole trade, and of the persbns 
engaged in its pursuit. 

The accompanying paper was originally intended as a memorandum 
of matter to be framed into a despatch to your Lordship ; but several 
considerations dispose me to hope 1 shall be excused for transmitting it 
in its present form. 

That the main body of the inward trade (about three-fifths of the 
amount) should be carried on in so hazardous a manner to the safety of 
the whole commerce and intercourse with the empire, is a very disquieting 
subject of reflection ; but I have a strong conviction, that it is an evil 
susceptible of early removal. 

I have, &c„ 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 110. 


Memorandum by Captain Elliot. 

Canton, November 19, 1837. 

THE official application of the Provincial Government, which forms 
the subject of Inclosure Feb. 20, in my despatch No. 6, seems to furnish a 
proper occasion for an approach to this Government by Her Majesty's 
Government. 

The necessity for such interposition, it may be said, is not imme¬ 
diately obvious. That may be the case in England, and it would be an 
ungrateful task to throw it into a stronger light. Rut at all events. I 
shall simply say, that it seems to me, the actual state of things cannot 
continue to be left to the turn of events, without seriously risking vast 
public and private interests, or without such deeply-rooted injury to the 
national character in the estimation of this huge portion of mankind, as 
it is painful indeed to reflect upon. 

Be my impressions, however, in these respects well founded or not, it 
has occurred to me that the suggestion of a mode of approach to this 
Government may not be a useless task at the present, conjuncture, and 
with that feeling, 1 submit the following proposition. 

I would premise, by suggesting that the Secretary of State should 
address a letter, without loss of time, to the Governor of these provinces, 
announcing that the official paper, already adverted to, had been received, 
and signifying Her Majesty’s pleasure to despatch a Special Commissioner 
to China, to inquire in what degree the evils complained of were justly 
chargeable to Her Majesty’s subjects, and to consider by what means it 
might be possible to establish all things upon a safe and satisfactory 
footing. 

I would observe, however, that it is desirable the place to which it is 
proposed to send the Commissioner should not be mentioned in the 
Secretary of State’s letter to the Governor of Canton. 

This communication would, in my belief, have the immediate effect Of 
tempering the policy of the Provincial Government upon all points con¬ 
nected with the foreigners, and that of itself would be much to gain. 

I have considered that the form of approach by a Special Com¬ 
missioner is the most convenient for several reasons. 
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In the first place, it is a description of appointment in frequent use 

this Court. And as these.Commissioncrs are understood to be persons 
who have particular business to perform, they are almost entirely 
exempted from the tedious ceremonial which must press so heavily upon 
the time of the higher officers of the provinces employed in their ordinary 
stations. 

. The difficulties therefore would be easily managed in respect to all 
poiftts of form, which become so exceedingly perplexing in the case of 
Ambassadors, whose main business the Chinese consider to be the per¬ 
formance of ceremony. But there is a still more urgent reason for the 
appointment of such a functionary rather than an Ambassador, lie might 
not only announce that this visit was one of business and not of cere¬ 
mony, but signify, that he must stay where he was till it was entirely, 
completed. 

No negotiations in China, it may be depended upon, w'ill be so suc¬ 
cessful as those which arc conducted either on board ships of war, or at 
all events, at a place to which the ships could accompany the negotiators, 
and abide in perfect safety. When the Chinese perceive it is seriously 
intended that the ships should remain till all things were settled, they 
will speedily arrive at such reasonable results as shall lead to their 
departure. 

Whilst I am upon this -subject, I would presume to say, that a six- 
and-forty gun frigate, and a sloop, or perhaps two, with a steam-boat 
from India, do not appear to form a larger escort than may very properly 
attend upon a Special Commissioner, charged with an autograph letter 
from Her Majesty to the Emperor, and with the arrangement of momentous 
public concerns. 

The point to which I would submit this officer should be sent is the 
Island of Tchusan. The anchorage has been well surveyed and is per¬ 
fectly safe: it is in the near neighbourhood of the great city of Ningpo, 
and not. very far from Nanking; so that communication with officers of 
very high station would immediately be available. 

And if events should take an unfavorable turn, the peaceful conti¬ 
nuance of the expedition at that point till further instructions could be 
received from England, would be easy ; as well on account of the defen¬ 
sible nature of an insular position by a sea force, as of the capabilities of 
this island to support its own population and the force itself, without aid 
from the main land. 

It is to be apprehended, that if the ships were sent at first, or were 
subsequently to repair to any point on the Continent, considerable 
numbers of troops would gradually be collected in the neighbourhood; 
and if no other difficulty ensued, there would probably soon be great 
inconvenience about the purchase of supplies, which the people of the 
country would be prevented from selling. 

But at Tchusan, the ships would be felt to be securely situated in 
these respects: and the disposition to adjust upon satisfactory terms 
would be proportionably greater. 

I would remark upon this topic, that the Commissioner might have 
orders to remonstrate against,*and if need be, to prevent the introduction 
of reinforcements into the island, whilst he remained there, upon the 
ground that they might obstruct him in the peaceful performance of his 
duties; and above all, that he could not answer for the constant preser¬ 
vation of a good understanding between them and his .own people: 
trifling disputes might lead to conflicts, conflicts to open war. Reasoning 
founded upon the maintenance of the public tranquillity is always very 
heedfully considered in China. . * 

On arriving at +he place of destination, I would submit that the chief 
native officer should be required to announce to the Governor of Ningpo, 
the arrival of a Commissioner charged with an autograph letter from 
Her Majesty to the Emperor, and a letter from the Secretary of State to 
the Governor General of the Provinces, resident at Nanking, as well as to 
the Cabinet at Peking; and to request that proper officers might imme¬ 
diately be deputed to receive these last communications. 

It seems to be a trifling point to notice, but I believe it is of mqment, 
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that the Commissioner should be instructed neither to see nor to give, or 
to receive, communications of any kind from persons deputed by- the 
Governor of Ningpo, till he should have; most carefully ascertained 
through his interpreters, that they were officers of at least the third rank, 
if civil; tjie second rank, if military. 

The letters of the Secretary of State to the Governor General, and the 
Cabinet at Peking, might signify in general terms, the cause and objects 
of the Mission, and request that their Excellencies would move the Em-, 
jjeror graciously to appoint Commissioners of the first rank to receive 
• Her Majestv's letter; and other special officers to confer with him on,the 
business of his visit, in order that he might speedily complete it, and sail 
back to his country as soon as it were satisfactorily arranged. ■ 

Jn determining upon the propriety of moving to any other place to 
which he might be invited to proceed by the Emperor’s command, l would 
say the Commissioner should be guided by the affirmative of two pro¬ 
positions. 

First. That the ships could accompany him, and remain in perfect 
safety. 

Secondly. That the place was nearer to the Court than Tchusan. 

.Hut my own very forcible impression is, that it would be the safest 
and most hopeful course, to instruct, him not to quit Tchusan at all till 
all things wore surely adjusted. 

If the Kiupcror, when all matters were concluded, required him to 
proceed to the Court, I would say that the visit should be preceded by a 
convention, plainly delining the manner of his reception, and guaranteeing 
his safe and becoming return, at anv moment he thought fit, to the station 
of the ships. 

It is not probable that a visit to the Court will be invited, and in my 
judgment, it had better be avoided, except it be very urgently pressed. 

If the Commissioner were required to proceed to Canton and 
place himself in communication with the Governor there, it, might be 
answered that he had no letters of credence to that functionary (a point 
the Chinese perfectly understand), and that his orders forbid him to 
communicate with him. 

If all intercourse at any other point than Canton were obstinately 
refused (and there, it would be idle to go), 1 would submit that the Com¬ 
missioner should be instructed to declare, that he had orders to lake post 
where he was, till further directions could be received from England. 

And that lie should forthwith manifest an earnest determination to 
secure himself in a safe attitude. 

Whilst I am upon this point, T would say that the arrival of a 
transport or two at Tchusan from India, with supplies and stores for the 
ships, would probably produce the best effect in hastening the movements 
of the Chinese Court, in a favourable sense. 

When officers from Peking had arrived, and communications were 
opened. I would propose that the Commissioner, after the verification of 
the grounds or complaint, should explain how “impossible it was Her 
Majesty’s Government could take the steps which had been urged by the 
Chinese, and how futile they would have been if their enactment were 
practicable. 

More than one-half of the opium imported into China, it might be 
shown, came from places not in the dominions of Her Majesty. And Her 
Majesty, therefore, had neither the right nor the power to forbid its im¬ 
portation in 1 foreign bottoms. Again, it might be asked, with such a vast 
proportion of the opium foreign-grown, what means were there of 
preventing, the whole of the British-grown opium' being sent to places 
out of HerMajesty’s dominions, and thence exported to China in foreign 
bottoms ? 

From a person in my position, all reasoning of this description would 
be out of place. It is my plain duty to adhere to the principle that this 
is a subject with which I have no concern. But the arguments of a 
Commissioner specially appointed to treat the matter, would be atten¬ 
tively considered; and I tnink those ma t y he urged which would lead 
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not only to the early legalization of the trade (&. trade that is carried 
•under circumstances which arc very discreditable to us), but to other 
important relaxations. 

I believe it would be salutary to announce, that Her Majesty being 
without the power to prevent or to regulate this trade, anxiously desired 
its legalization; so that all men who visited the Empire of China might 
be within the controul of the laws. 

The natural consequence of the present system, it might be said, 
was the corruption of all, high and low, and the infesting of the coasts 
with evil men, both foreign and native. * . 

It organized vast masses of people in the practice of law-breaking; 
and how soon they might pass from one state of lawlessness to another, 
no one could foresee. 

The regular trade was no longer safe without special and powerful 
protection, for it was notorious, that depredation of the most flagrant 
nature upon innocent men, attended with frequent loss of life, took place 
every week in the year (by armed boats, having the Government autho¬ 
rity), upon the pretence of searching for opium. 

Another point remains to be particularly insisted upon. The Imperial 
Government had frequently menaced the entire extinction of the regular 
trade, on account of this illicit trallie, which it was plain Her Majesty had 
no means of preventing. - 1 

Threats so urgent ami so hostile, furnished an irresistible reason for 
the constant presence of a protecting force. It was impossible lo say how 
soon the life and property of innocent men might lull a sacrifice to the 
violence of the Government itself, if none were on the spot. 

it might, therefore be declared, in conclusion, that whilst things 
remained as they were. Her Majesty had no other resource than to leave a 
naval force on the coast, in order that the peaceful subjects of Her 
dominions, carrying on a lawful trade, should not be hindered or injured 
in their pursuits. 

Upon the whole, it seems to me, that the time has fully arrived when 
Her Majesty's Government should justly explain its own position with 
respeet to the prevention or regulation of this trade; give its own counsels, 
or take its own alternative course. 

Neither does it appear to be unsuitable, that' the same occasion should 
be taken to attempt such further relaxations in point of general inter¬ 
course and regular commercial facility, as may be deemed advisable. 

In these last respects, I would say, that the Commissioner should 
rather be instructed to gain all,he can, than be furnished with precise 
points for insistanec. 

The Chinese would probably refuse whatever is asked, merely because 
it is asked, and offer more than was expected, because the proposition 
came from their own side. 

Every arrangement of this kind should undoubtedly be accompanied 
by the proposal of a reasonable scheme for the controul and government of 
Her Majesty’s subjects in their intercourse with each other, and with the 
people of this empire. 

. (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 111. 

. . Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received Mai/ 15, 183S.) 

* T . * 

My Lord, Canton, November 29, 1837. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch, of June 
12, 1837, which reached me, at this place, on the 21st inst. 

The first point for consideration was a new mode of superscription ; and 
after some time it was determined to substitute for the character Pin —the 
further use of which your Lordship had forbidden—the following characters : 
Tac with the Tsecn charactcrs,*Chmg on the side of the Sluing address ; the 



24S 


whole meaning, as nearly as it can be literally translated, “ Presented before his 
high place.” 

Agreeably to the genius of this language, and the usages of Chinese polite¬ 
ness, some form of superscription is necessary beyond the bare title of the func¬ 
tionary to whom a paper be addressed. And as the characters now selected are 
not in use for such purposes by Chinese officers, and involved no signification to 
which I believed her Majesty’s Government would object, the accompanying 
note to his Excellency was sealed up, and superscribed in the new form. ' 

The senior merchants themselves were of opinion, that his Excellency, 
' taking into consideration the instructions I had now received, would consent to 
this modification in the manner of the address. 

Ho opened and read it attentively ; but, after some consideration, wrote 
upon it with his own pencil, the words “ Cannot be permitted,” and desired the 
merchants to return it to me with that comment. 

I now felt that it was proper to adopt some more formal mode of signifying 
to his Excellency, that I was acting under instructions just received. And I 
therefore prepared the accompanying note (superscribed as Inclosure No. 1 had 
been), and sent it to the city gate by the hands of Messrs. Morrison and Elmslie, 
desiring them to deliver it to the Kwang Ileep, and to wait till that functionary 
had reported to them that it had reached his Excellency’s hand. 

This was accordingly done; and on the next day (the 26th), the merchants 
brought me, by his Excellency’s command, an edict addressed to them in reply 
to my note delivered at the city gates. 

I refused to receive it. But they said, in the course of conversation, that 
it was a very courteous explanation of his Excellency’s obligation to adhere to 
ancient custom in the respect of intercourse w ith the foreigners. 

I observed that it was not my purpose to discuss with them. Ilis Excel¬ 
lency, I presumed, was acting upon his orders as I was upon mine. But I 
added, that at a proper time, and to proper persons, there would be no difficulty 
in showing that, according to ancient custom, the intercourse between officers 
had always been directly official. 

I then handed them a third note; but they returned it the next day (the 
27th), saying that his Excellency had declined to receive it on account of the 
alteration in the manner of the address. 

I remarked, that the Governor had already opened two under the like form 
of address—one taken to him by the Kwang Keep; and I was afraid the present 
refusal would be very ill received by my own Government, and form a just 
ground of complaint against him to the Emperor, w’hieh would be difficult of 
satisfactory explanation upon his Excellency’s part. 

The merchants at once admitted, that in their opinions his Excellency had 
made a considerable mistake in this respect: lie should either have refused the 
first, or have taken all the papers. 

I closed my communication with the merchants, by placing in their hands 
an open paper, under my seal of office, precisely to the same effect as the Inclo- 
surc No. 3; telling them that they might lay it before the Governor, or not, as 
they saw fit: at all events, I should strike the flag, and,procced to Macao in the 
2nd prox. 

They urged inc to stay, and held out hopes of adjustment; but I said I had 
fulfilled my instructions. And looking around me I saw enough of reason to 
anticipate serious difficulties, and to be glad to be out of Canton whilst I could 
neither communicate with the Governor nor learn his pleasure; and was thus 
deprived of all means of preventing or remedying disaster. * '< 

They then hinted that the Governor did not seem to consider there was 
any insuperable objection to yielding the point of direct official intercourse. 
But he desired them to say, that he ciuild not sanction any change in the 
superscription of my addresses. c 

I merely remarked, that my orders were positive on both points, and must 
be strictly observed. 

It is proper to add a word in explanation of my reason for proposing the 
continuance of the manner of direct official intercourse, which was p’ursued in 
the case of the Inclosurc No. 4 of my Despatch of November 18, 1837. 

In the former discussions with the merchants upon that subject I had 
avoided a proposal of a visit from the Kwang ChoW Foo and the Kwang Ileep, 
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for the purpose of verbally communicating his Excellency’s pleasure, because 
I was apprehensive such a mode of intercourse might grow into practice. 

But, in the event of difficulties, I knew how easily the Governor would 
always declare that the officers who had made the verbal communications had 
misunderstood his meaning; and, upon the whole, it appeared to mfl to he of 
great moment in this business to keep hold of a system which supplied us with 
the exact written words of the chief authority of the province. 

Direct written communications from the Governor to a person in my 
station, your Lordship may be assured are impossible of attainment, till her 
Majesty’s officers arc here supported by the presence of force; and then it.is 
certainly probable that the point may pass without much difficulty. 

In my present circumstances I was satisfied to take copies of his Excel¬ 
lency’s edicts, attested under the seals of the Kwang Chow Foo and Kvvang 
Hcep, and forwarded direct to my address by those officers; the more so as 
this course of communication was perfectly compatible with the terms of your 
Lordship’s Despatch of ‘2*2nd July, 1836. 

The Inclosure No. 4 is a circular I have addressed to the British subjects 
resident at Canton on this date. 

It is my purpose to forward to your Lordship a separate Despatch, in fur¬ 
ther reply of the Despatch of June 12th, 1837, and I therefore confine myself 
on this occasion to a mere report of proceedings. 

I hope your Lordship will .consider that the good understanding which 
continues to subsist between the Governor and myself, notwithstanding the 
interrupted state of the communications, is a source of satisfaction. He desired 
the merchants to inform me that he entertained a respect for me, and that he 
had reported in that sense to the Emperor. 

The trade is proceeding tranqudly for the present; but the vast opium 
deliveries at Whampoa, under extremely hazardous circumstances, may cer¬ 
tainly, at any moment, produce some, grave dilemma. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 111. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, November 23, 1837. 

THE Undersigned,&c., &c., has the honour to make the following state¬ 
ment for the information of your Excellency. 

He has now received Despatches from the Government of his nation, 
severely censuring him for receiving any communications from the officers of 
this Empire not directly addressed to himself, ^nd he is now peremptorily 
ordered to signify that lie has received these special commands to return them, 
except they be officially aud directly addressed to himself. 

lie is further commanded to observe that the British Government means 
no disrespect to your Excellency’s high dignity in desiring the undersigned to 
discontinue the use of the character Pin on his addresses to your Excellency. 

These orders, he is instructed to say, are founded on the fact that such a 
mode of address w by an officer commissioned by the English Sovereign, is not 
congenial with The customs of his nation. 

Your Excellency, in an elevated station, and practised in public affairs, 
will know that the Undersigned does not dare to disebey these strict commands 
of his Government, and that he could not presume to propose any changes 
upon less urgent grounds than arc now faithfully stated. • 

If your Excellency shall think fit always to forward your pleasure directly 
to the address of the undersigned, through the Kwang Chow Foo and the 
Kwang Heep, as was lately ijone, and will further consent to receive his 
respectful addresses in reply, without the specification of the character Pin, 
all difficulty will be removed. ^ 

The Undersigned concludes with sentiments ot highest consideration. 

• • (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 111. 


Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, November 25, 1837. 
■ THE Undersigned, &(*.', &c., has received very important instructions 
:firom one of the Great Ministers of his nation, which he Is specially ordtredfo 
'make known to your Excellency. 

• The least mistake or omission in the communication ■'of tllcse instriibtioifs 
might be attended with ! uhhappy consequences. And' hi* has therefore the 
honour to request that your Excellency will be plcascdto command thc 'iihicf 
civil and military officers of the district* to repair to his residence, and having 
1 examined all things, andtaken a faithful copy of the Minister s letter, to convey 
■to your'Excellency a full ami clear statement of the particulars. 

According to the regulations, the Undersigned cannot wait upon these 
officers at their residences in'the city, aiid he has thcfefbre reqiiesiea that they 
will visit him here. f ., .. 

The Undersigned concludes 1 with the expression of his highest con- 
sideratioiv * , . -s .. ... t- i . 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inelosure3inNo.nl.'' ? f 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, November 2G, 1837. 

THE Undersigned, &c., &c., has this day received back his statement of 
the 23rd instant, with your Excellency’s notification that the arrangements he 
had the honour to submit, iu conformity with the orders of his Government, 
canriiot be permitted. ‘ 

These commands are peremptory, and the Undersigned docs not dare to 
disobey them in the least degree. 

Your Excellency’s dtfew'ion, therefore, will have the effect of interrupting 
the communications till further orders can be received from England. 

Under these circumstances, the Undersigned most formally declares him¬ 
self <4ree of ! all responsibility in the adjustment of any difficulties or disputes 
which may arise ; and he will immediately announce to the merchants qf his 
country that such is the case. 

The Undersighed concludes his intercourse with your Excellency with thfe 
Expression of his highest consideration, and with sincere ‘wishes for your 
Excellency’s happiness. - v ' - > -• . 

^ (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosurq 4 in 'No. 111. . 

Captain Elliot to the British Subjects resident in Canton. V- ' 

Gentlemen, - Canton, November 29^ 1837. 

I HAVE recently, had. the honour to receive, instructions jpom Her 
Majesty’s Government; directing me to make a. communication tQ the Gover¬ 
nor of these'Provinces, concerning the mariher of my intercourse with Hip 
Excellency;„. , • '.y:\; 

Th6 Governor has declined to accede to the conditions involved in these 
instructions; and whilst these difficulties subsist, all communication between 
us has necessarily ceased. In this posture of circumstances, I can only assure 
you, Gentlemen, of ipyjmm di.aaaiatance 
in my power, either in the form of counsel, or in any other way which may be 
consistent with my situation. 
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The Kwaog Chow Foo and the Hwang HeV^ fihe'Prefect pad Commandant of Police.] 
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Neither can I conclude this letter without respectfully and earnestly sug¬ 
gesting to you the expediency 4 «f, jpg- .tliis pgpjision to draw from the Pro- 
• vincial Government a definite explanation of its intentions with relation to your 
claims against the Hingt^a J-Iopg,;..claims, it will s be ..remembered, which have 
been examined and certified in strict conformity with arrangements required 
and 'sanctioned by this. Government. 

...... It seems-to,me to be an object of. considerable importance (o the general 

ihtcj- sts.of the tfade, thqt my. report to her MajestyV Government, detailing 
the interruption of the public communications should be accompanied by a 
statement of your pwn position in. rqspcet to these particular claims. ; , 

1 will only detain you, gentlemen, to.offer you the expression of my best 
thanlcs for the courtesy aud consideration which 1 have always received, «t 
your hands. . _ 

I have, &.c., , 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 111. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 15, 1835.) 

(Extract.) *, . Macao, December 4, 1837. 

In my mind, my Lord, the peaceful establishment of direct official inter¬ 
course is no longer of questionable or difficult accomplishment. 

The principle that officers were not to reside in tiie Empire, has been 
formally renounced by the Emperor himself, and that was the main obstacle; 
the clearest admission of iny right to direct sealed communications with the 
Governor upon the ground of mv official character, has been conceded; an 
official mistake in an edict describing me to he a; merchant, has heen publicly 
acknowledged and corrected ; facilities (especially upon the plea that I was an 
officer, and involving a direct official intercourse with the Mandarin here) have 
been accorded; striking proof's of the disposition to devolve upon me in rny 
official capacity the adjustment of all disputes, even between Chinese and my 
own countrymen, have been afforded. On one occasion the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment has already communicated with me in a direct official shape; and upon 
my late departure from Canton, it was easy to perceive that the Governor was 
prepared to fall entirely into that course, upon the condition that I should 
waive the proposed change in the superscription of my addresses. 

Wlu n to these circumstances be joined the consideration that the Pro¬ 
vincial Government lias now been accustomed to a measured mode of official 
address, which it is certain has been more agreeable to it, than, the less guarded 
tone of irresponsible individuals, I think, 1 may say that it. is probable the 
communications, will bn opened upon the required footing before the replies to 
these despatches can arrive. 

But at all events, I entertain wpersuasion that a letter from your Lord- 
ship to the Cabinet at Pekin, written by Her Majesty’s command, and sent to 
the mouth of the Pei IIo, in a sbip-of-war, would at, once draw from the 
Emperor an. order for the concession of the point. 

Your Lordship’s letter miglrt be sent, here for translation ; aud if the 
communications . were open, authority might be given to me to return it to 
England. 

If Her Majesty's Government, however, should be of opinion that the 
proposition contained in my Despatch of November 19, 1837, were deserving 
6f attention,. perhaps the.object of direct otfieial intercourse might form a 
part of the instruction^ to the Special Commissioner. ^ . 
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No. 1!2. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received May 15, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, December 7, 1837. 

Til ft Edict I have now the honour.to forward, reached me on the day 
before your Lordship’s despatch of 12th June, 1837. 

I had drafted the accompanying note in reply, but the interruption of 
the communications prevented me from transmitting it. 

Perhaps your Lordship may be of opinion, that the menaces to stop 
the regular trade, and to expel me from the empire, involved in this Edict, 
strengthens the reasoning submitted in the memorandum inclosed in my 
despatch of the 19th ult., in 4 the advocacy of immediate and earnest ap¬ 
proaches to this court by Her Majesty's Government. 

The language in which the stbppage of the regular trade is threatened, 
if the opiujn ships have not sailed away in a month, is of questionable 
construction. 

It would rather seem to imply, that the Emperor shall be moved to 
sanction the stoppage of the trade in a month, than that the trade itself 
should be stopped in a month. 

The original text has been very carefully translated; and Mr. Morrison 
concurs in my opinion, that a dubious interpretation is purposely intended ; 
that, is to say, that the foreigners should in the first place understand, that 
the trade was to be stopped in a month, tailing the departure of the opium 
ships; and if the menace should be of none effect, that his Excellency 
might shape his conduct upon the more moderate reading, namely, seek 
the Emperor’s sanction in a month hence to close the holds. 

Before His Imperial Majesty's commands could arrive, the trade of 
the season would have been completed. 

The whole state of circumstances, however, connected with this 
opium question is in a condition of such uncertainty, that it is impossible 
to devine what is meant; and, indeed, it is not difficult to conceive, that 
the Government itself does not know what it, means, but is, in point of 
fact, wandering, without fixed purpose, from project to project, or, it might 
more properly be said, from blunder to blunder. 

Tn the midst of all this incoherent conducts it seems to me to be 
highly necessary, for the protection of British interests,'that a small naval 
force should immediately be stationed somewhere in these seas. 

1 have &c, 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 112. 

The Prefect and Commandant of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

TANG, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, and Ke, Lieutenant 
Governor of Kwangtung, &.e., &c., &c. Having before received a. 
despatch from the Council of State, communicating an imperial Edict 
which had been respectfully received, on the subject of driving away 
the opium receiving-ships, We, the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 
have already given particular orders on this subject. ^Wfe prescribed 
a period, and commanded the said merchants to enjoin it earnestly arid 
impressively on the Superintendent Elliot, that he should require the 
receiving-ships to take their departure. So long a time as two 
months, have now elapsed, and these receiving-ships rerhriin still at 
anchor as* befqre. And the said Superintendent having ’plainly repre¬ 
sented to us, that the commands so enjoined could not be brought by nim 
to the knowledge of his King, we also directed the civil and military 
authorities of the department of Kwang-Chpw, to make a copy of our joint 
commands, and to enjoin'the same on the said Superintendent; that in 
obedient* thereto, he might with speed send away the receiving-ships, and 
require every brie of them to depart arid return to their country ; also, that 
he ,might make it known;to his King, in order that their return may for 
ti^f^re he interdicted.- T^his iaon'recprd. v; 



Now, it appears, from the several successive reports and examinations 
.of the Commander of the Tapang Squadron, the naval and civil authorities 
’of the district of Heang-shan* and the Sub-Prefect, residing at Macao, 
that the various receiving-ships have not yet taken their departure. This 
is a gross act of contumacy and contempt. « 

We have now again received the following Imperial Edict:— 

“ Tang and his colleagues have presented a Memorial, in reference to 
measures taken for driving away the receiving-ships, and to regulations 
determined on for apprehending and punishing the brokers and smug¬ 
glers of opium. It. appears from this Memorial, that the receiving-ships' 
of the English, and other nations have, of late years, under pretext of 
taking shelter from the weather, been in the practice of entering- the inner 
seas. Commands have now been issued to the Hong merchants, to be by 
them enjoined on the Superintendent of affairs of the said nation, requiring 
that all the receiving-ships anchored off Lin tin and other places, be sent 
away and ordered by him to return to their country; and that they be, 
not allowed as before to remain lingering at anchor. The senior Hong 
merchants have also been commanded, as soon as the receiving-ships 
start to return to their country, immediately to report the circumstance, 
that it may be authentically ascertained by examination. The class of 
4 fast-crab boats ’ has been completely swept away; but there arc yet 
many smuggling boats under, various other designations. These, as well 
as the depraved gang of brokeVs, it is indeed impossible to suffer to con¬ 
tinue their unrestrained courses. * The military officers of the circuits and 
departments, and all the Vice Admirals and Commanders of Squadrons, 
have, therefore, been directed to set an example to all their subordinates, 
and to keep up a constant and unbroken guard for the purpose of 
discovering and apprehending the guilty. * 

“The anchorage of foreign ships in the inner seas, and their combining 
with natives, to introduce what is contraband, are the most aggravated 
evils now existing in the province of Kwangtung. The Governor and his 
colleagues, aforesaid, must faithfully and strictly make examination, and 
clearly ascertain, whether, since they have issued these orders, the said 
foreign Superintendent has or has not paid obedience to them; and whether 
the receiving-ships have or have not; taken their departure; they must 
require the ships, one and, all, to. return to their country, and must not 
suffer them to linger for a moment. If they dare to suffer gradual 
encroachment, and to let the matter rest, at a future day, when f, the 
Emperor, on inquiry hear of it, or am by any. one informed thereof, the 
said Governor and his colleauges alone will I hold responsible. In regard 
to the various classes of smuggling vessels, it is still more important that 
measures should be adopted with strictness to make seizure of them, with 
the hope that they may be utterly destroyed and rooted up. Nor must 
they, when perchance they have made a few seizures, forthwith declare 
that they have entirely succeeded in removing them, and so still occasion 
a continuance, of the evil, Respect this,” 

It is our duty immediately to pay respectful obedience to this, and 
to issue orders, commanding the obedience of others. We, therefore, 
forthwith issue, these commands. When they reach the said Hong 
merchants, let them immediately enjoin them upon the said Superin¬ 
tendent Elliot,,that he likewise may obey the same. He must, within the 
space of one month, pay respectful obedience to the declared Imperial 
pleasure, by sending off' various receiving-ships anchored in the outer 
seas, requiring them, one and all, to return to their country; and he must 
report their departure for .our official investigation, that we may report 
the same tq^ the throne. «If they.dare again, in any measure, »to linger,, 
theh the kindness.aqd, tenderness of the Celestial.Empire having been;, 
carried the utmost,, and there being no room left for additional favour, 
it will ,fenuun,pnly display;the % celestial terrors, and to, make apparent: the 
glory of the,;.established laws-* ‘.We shall have to report plainly to the 
Gi;eat Emperor, that the merchant ships may be denied permission to 
open theirholds,and that grasping, the laws, we may pursue with them 
the reeeiving-sbips**d AfldrfnVtwa-.sBeeing thafc the said Superintendent, .in 
the discharge of his official dntjesi, wts hand-bbund idly-looking on ffc the 
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unrestrained' and illegal practices of depraved foreigners, even kicking 
against our commands, and resisting the Imperial pleasure, we shall find 
it difficult to believe that he is not guilty of the offence of sheltering and 

g iving license to these illegalities.' * We will assuredly proceed to expel 
im, and drive him back to h|s country. 

Wc, the Governor and Lieutenant Governor/ wilt, in the maintenance 
of the laws, stand firm as the hills, and of a surety, will show no indul¬ 
gence. The said senior merchants are men to whom the Imperial pleasure 
has allotted th*e duty of conducting forth this matter. If then/ they 
cannot, within the stated period, guide and instruct these foreigners in 
the path of duty, and if the various receiving-ships continue to look 
around them tO’ view the course of events, aud still remove far off the day 
of their departure, in'that case they shall also be degraded, and their 
offences shall be visited with severity. Tremble at this—intensely, 
intensely! 

1 Taoukwang, 17th year, 10th month 22nd day (20th November, 1837.) 
Translated from the Chinese, ' 

(Signed) • J. 11 obt. Morrison, : 

■ 1 Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Jnclosurc 2 in No. 112. 

« 1 • 

Captain Elliot td the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, November 21, 1837. 

THE Undersigned,- &C.- &C., has. had .the honour to receive your 
Excellency’s Edict of the 20th instant, addressed to the senior itong 
merchants, declaring that the general trade shall be stopped, and that he 
shall be driven forth from the Empire, if he does not send away and 
report the departure of the opium ships within the space of one month. 

•' He has already faithfully, and. plainly . sigaiijficd jthe .nature of his 
situation with relation to the ships declared to trade m opium. And he 
lvoW again announces- in .'distinct, terms, that he has no authority to pursue 
the course indicated in the Edict of the 20th. 

Your Excellency is, in all respects, the fit judge of your own duties 
and.responsibility, and it certainly consistsWith your Excellency’s power 
ip* adopt these,, or any more violent measures Which may' be determined 
upon. • ‘ / 

. Thy .Undersigned has only to remark upon this Subject, that it will be 
. his,imniediate duty to ,report to Her Majesty’s Government, and to the 
rCipyernincn^pf India,, these menaces’of'ah interrupted commerce, and of 
I his own expulsiou from, thef Empire; because he 1 cannot, within the space 
of one inofi^h', parry into effect extensive measures, Which yoiir Excellency 
knows he is without authority or power to take at : all. 

.. lt : is to be feared that this intelligence will occasion extreme distress 
to distant men, aiicf too probably, serious misunderstandings between the 
t>wp.Governments,, 1 [' 1 ’ \ u : Wy''-* •;••• • t 

Upon these grave corisiderations, it is’not'the province of the -Undcr- 
signed to do more than touch, and lie, will, therefore, only avail'himself-of 
this occasion to renew'to your Excellency, &c; &c. 

;i " y;; .(Signed)- N* CHARLES elliot. 
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No. 113. 

Captain Elliot to {he Foreign Office.-—(Received May 24, 1838.) 

(Extract.) Macao, January 18, 1838 

THE bdat of a Mr. Just (a British subject, and ti watch-maker, 
resident'at Canton) was visited a few evenings since, being then about 
twp miles above the Factories, by some Mandarin runners, and there they 
discovered three cases : of opium. This is the first instance, for many 
years, 1 of a'searching visit.'on board .European boats, and it is to be 
apprehended the practice may be inconveniently extended:, .the more so, 
as several of these boats are armed. 

It sCetns that this affair might have been settled on the night it 
happened, by a bribe of 2,000 dollars to the seizing officer, but Mr. Just 
would not go beyond the half of that sum. On the next, day, the 
matter necessarily fell within the knowledge of a wider circle of Man¬ 
darins. who would all require bribery to keep the business out of the 
Viceroy’s public sight. In due course, therefore, the demand for bribes 
amounted to 6,000 dollars; and at the date of the last advices from 
Canton (the 16th). the affair was still unfinished, and the terms for accom¬ 
modation were rising rapidly. If the seizure, is publicly reported to the 
Viceroy, it will lead to some serious mischief; and at ail events, the 
Hong merchant., who is the landlord of Mr. Just’s house (and who has 
no more to do with the business than l have) will be a Severe sufferer. 


No. 114. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 4, 1838.) 

My Lord. Macao, February 5, 1838. 

THE paper I have the honour to inclose, is a Memorial from the 
Provincial. Government to the Emperor, regarding the contraband trade; 
and proposing the stoppage of. the regular commerce, till the opium- 
receiving ships shall have linally taken their departure from Liutin and 
the neighbouring anchorages. : . 

'> . This document,. to which ;the Chinese' appear to attach considerable 
! importance, left Canton fqr the Court, towards the end . of December, so 
that the answers may be expected in the.course of a few weeks. And I 
have been led to understand, it, is possible that the same despatches will 
furnish the Provincial Government with instructions, in reply to the 
report of my retirement from Canton.,'.. 

,\! In.nay judgment,,the interruption of the trade is less likely to ensue 
from the commands of the Court, than from sortie grave disaster arising 
out. of collision betw,ecu; the Government craft and our own armed boats 
on the riyer... t , ; ; . • 

Loss of life in a conflict of that kind, would at once'compel the 
Government! tp s #$lppt the mpst urgent proceedings; and the actual con¬ 
dition of circumstances, certainly renders such a catastrophe prdbable in 
the very highest degree. 

T li a Vi* Aro • 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent. 
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Inclosure in No. 114. 

Memorial from, the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Hoppo, to the 

Emperor, regarding the existing stale of. the contraband Trade, &c. 

THE Governor, Lieutenant (iovernor, and IIoppo, forwarded on the 
30 th of December, 18117, a joint memorial to the Km per or, respecting 1 tkc 
measures adopted against the receiving-ships, the actual condition of 
those ships, and.tlie repeated seizures made of syeee silver and opium, and 
‘ or the boats which supply the ships with provisions, in answer to the Im¬ 
perial Commands. They intreat His Majesty graciously to condescend to 
examine these subjects. 

We received, in the month of October, through the Grand Council of 
Stale, an Imperial decree, of the following tenor:— 

“ Tang and the others (the Lieutenant Governor and the Hoppo) 
have sent in a report, from which it appears, that thev had given orders 
to drive the receiving-ships away, and adopted measures to seize the opium 
dealers and smugglers. 

The English receiving-ships and merchantmen, with those of other 
nations, under pretence of seeking shelter against storms, h^vc. of late 
years, sailed into the inner seas. The llojjg merchants were, therefore, 
ordered to enjoin it upon the Superintendent of the said nation, that he 
should make all the receiving-ships, anchored at Lintiu and other places, 
return to their country, and should not permit them, as formerly, to remain 
at anchor and loiter about. As soon as the receiving-ships should get 
under weigh to return to their country, the Hong merchants had orders 
to report the same. 

“ It is found, on examination, that an entire clearance of the fast 
boats [a class of smuggling boats] has been made; but the various classes 
of vessels still engaged in smuggling, are yet numerous; and their nefa¬ 
rious practices, as well as those of the opium dealers, arc such as cannot 
be permitted to go on. Therefore orders have been issued to the civil as 
well as naval authorities, diligently to direct the cruizers under their 
command, in making careful search and seizing all such offenders. 

“ One of the greatest evils under which the province of Canton groans, 
is, that barbarian vessels,, anchoring in the inner seas, form connexions 
for smuggling. The Governor and the others ought to investigate care¬ 
fully, whether the said foreign Superintendent, has indeed obeyed the 
injunctions, and the foreign shij)s have now sailed, or not; and they must, 
by all means, compel them all to return home without delay. If, however, 
they dare to compromise this matter, and I, the Emperor, should after¬ 
wards, upon inquiry, hear of it,,or any one shoidd bring an accusation to 
that effect, 1 shall, in that case, only hold the said Governor and his 
colleagues responsible. The most severe measures must be adopted 
against, the smuggling craft, that their seizure may be effected; and my 
expectation is, that they may be extirpated, root and branch. After 
having made an occasional seizure,, do not immediately say, that you have 
annihilated the whole, and so leave room for continued illegalities and 
crimes. 

“ Acquaint, with these orders, Tang and Ke, and let them transmit 
the same to Wan (the Hoppo). ltcspeet this.” 

[Here ogds .the quotation of the Imperial Order recently. received, 
to which the authorities make the following reply.] , 

We, yo&r Ministers, read this, in a kneeling posture, with-deepest# 
veneration, admiring the care bestowed by your Majesty upon a corner of 
the sea, and the’earliest desire shown to remove with energy, the existing 
evils. • ■ • , k ; , : ■ •/ t , 

Having carefully examined the charts of the inner,and outer seas, we 
find that, the Estdrone. Islands constitute their boundary. Beyond Them, 
is, the wide and boundless ocean, the black water of the. foreign seas,, which 
are pot,under the controul of the central territory; Inside of them,, at?,: 
the pffipgs, fqr instance, -of Ljntm, the Nine. Islands, find pthq^,, pjaees^ 



are the “outer seas,” which are under the jurisdiction of Canton. Where 
the sea washes the shore of the interior districts, it is called the “inner 
Sea,” and of such inlets Kuinsingmoon affords an instance. Barbarian 
ships, since 18,10, under pretence of seeking- shelter from the winds, have 
sailed frequently in Kuinsingmoon. flaring- the fourth find fifth months, 
and remained at anchor there until the ninth. As soon as the north wind 
set in, they removed to biotin and anchored there. In the winter of last 
year. t wc prohibited this most severely, and also erected a battery at the 
entrance, whilst we stationed there a naval squadron to prevent most 
strenuously the ingress of the ship. No barbarian waft, therefore, 
entered, but they continued to anchor at I.intin and the adjoining places. 
Whilst, thus, no m-oiving-slup now remains in the “inner seas.” it. is 
nevertheless a fact, that they still exist, in the “ outer seas.” 

Formerly, in regard to the receiving-ships anchored in (he outer seas, 
the commanders of the erui'/ers always stated, that their coming- and 
going were so uncertain, that their actual number could not he ascer¬ 
tained. We, your Ministers, however, conceiving that the names and 
number of the receiving-ships were generally known, and that it was 
requisite to obtain accurate information regarding them, before adopting 
measures against them, would not permit them thus.to conceal the facts, 
and refrain from speaking out freely; thus “to close the ear while the 
earrings were being stolen.” We, therefore, last year, gave orders to all 
the naval crimers, to ascertain their exact numbers, arid if, from time to 
time, any newly arrived or went away, and to present reports regarding 
their movements every ten days. They communicated the result of I heir 
investigation, having found, after due examination, that there were 
altogether twenty-five sail, which had staid there for a long time. The 
greater number were English country ships; and- there were, besides, 
vessels under the American, French, Dutch, Manilla, and Danish (lags, of 
each from one or two, to three or four. Some came, and others went, but 
their average number did not exceed this. These, then, are the facts us 
to the existing number of the receiving-ships. 

When, in obedience to the Imperial Orders, we had issued, this year, 
our strict injunctions to the said Dong merchants and the Superintendent 
Elliot, to send these ships hack to their country, a Naval Captain subse¬ 
quently reported, that in September, one single ship, a Dutch one, had 
lifted her anchors and sailed out beyond the Ladrone. The truth of this 
we have ascertained by inquiry. Since, however, only one vessel had left, 
we could not then report the circumstance; for the remainder, although 
they also had hoisted their sails, and lifted their anchors, yet, moving 
some to the east, and others to the west, they had none of them proceeded 
beyond the Ladrone Islands. Though unwilling- to offer contumacious 
disobedience, yet they cannot refrain from lingering about, indulging 
hopes and anticipations. For these are not matters of one year alone,' 
nor are the vessels from one country only. Though the opium is con¬ 
traband, yet to them it is a property highly valuable; and these depraved 
barbarians, hankering after gain alone, are therefore unwilling- to throw 
this commodity away, and use every possible expedient anil means to! 
obtain some temporary respite. This is the true cause why it is y et a fact, ‘ 
that all the receiving-ships have not within the allotted period sailed 
away. 

We, your Ministers, are under the highest obligations, for having 
been vouchsafed the great and high favour of being entrusted with the 
command of the sea-eonst; and our duty is to eradicate every depraving 
and vicious practice. We received, on a previous occasion, the expres¬ 
sion of your Majesty’s pleasure, enjoining us to issue severe ordess to the 
Hong merchants, in regard to the sending home of the* receiving-ships. 
We have now again received a proof of ydur Majesty’s condescension 
in investigating these matters; and, burning with the deepest anxiety, we 
are filled with fear and trembling. Having again issued severe orders to 
the Merchants, Howqua and the others, to command the instant depar¬ 
ture of these vessels, they reported to us, that the Superintendent Elliot 
would not give them precise # and true answers to this requirement, and 
that, in reply to their inquiries'addressed to the foreign merchants'; they 
were told^ that the receivingf-ships were not the property of those tper- 



Chants, andt* ifr Wail; therefore, theft 1 power 

Thus, they on all hands make excuses, and again seek for delay. 4 ' ’ , ■ 

Ministers, have oft examination; found that,' 1 according tp 
law, whenever foreigners prove refractory,'the trade ought to be stopped’, 
in order to give a fair warning and mWited ’punishment. As : th'ejr'a.^e 
thus determinate in pursuit of gain, and can come to no resolution; Pt6 
send away the ships] there ought to be a temporary stoppage Of the 
trade, in order to cutoff their expectations. Yet.’so many nations parti¬ 
cipate in this commerce; while the receiving-ships'belong only tO'n, feW 
States, that due investigation ought' to be made, so Us to distinguish 
• between them, and to • prevent good' foreigners from' suffering by this 
measure. ’ • 1 • •••*’. !! '•*' 

Wo have, therefore, ordered the Hong merchants to inquire^ hoW 
many nations have hitherto had commercial intercourse? how many 
amongst, them have traded honestly, and had no receiving-ships? alia 
how many there have really teen possessed of such ship? We directed 
them to send in a distinct and clear statement of these matters, for our 
guidance in adopting measures. ’ 

We, at the same time, gvive the strictest orders, that they should 
again enjoin your Majesty’s strict commands upon the resident foreign 
merchants, not permitting them to make excuses to obtain delay and 
extricate themselves from this dilemma; but threatening, if again they 
should prove dilatory, and still should nourish hopes, that the hatches 
shall be immediately closed, and a stoppage of the trade ensue. We 
desired those foreign merchants to consider fully, ■ whether it be better 
that they suffer these receiving-ships still to exist, or that they should 
continue to reap for ever the advantages of a free [legal] commerce,— 
to weigh well, which of these two things will be the gain, and which the 
loss, we desired that‘they should carefully make their election, and that 
they should no longer, by persevering in their blindness and refusing to 
be awakened, bring upon themsclvCs cause for bitter repentance. 

We find, on examination, that every nation eamsa subsistence by this 
trade. All the merchants run together, bringing hither their goods to 
exchange for our commodities. They certainly,will not consent to throw 
away their property by waiting here at a ruinous loss of time. The 
rhubarb, the teas, the'porcclpiri, the silk, and other articles of this 
country, are moreover necessary to those nations* On account of distur¬ 
bances created by barbarians, in 1808, and in 1834, the hatches were 
closed, and afterwards they earnestly supplicated to have them re-opened; 
Hence it appears, and past events fully prove it, that the various nations 
cannot withdraw themselves froth'looking up to the flowery central land' 1 
If they be now intimidated, therefore, by the stoppage of trade, they Will 
probably no longer allow the receiving-ships to reniaiti, lest by such con¬ 
tumacious conduct they effectually dafriagC theft means .of livelihood. 1 
Ahd if in this way they be indeed aroused and'awakened, rind the vessels 
be sCnt' away by ( them, thhn matters will fad into their, former qtii'ef 
course, and there will be no tified to'take any fnrtjiift measures. If, hojW* 
ever, they, ^vith inveterate obstinacy, still offer open defiance to theJaWS, 
it will then be for us to adopt hcW expedients, arid propose to the 'Court 
other measures for their punishment?. ' / : ! ’’ '■ 

We havfi, while suggesting this course, written at ; the sfame tiipe ’jfd 
the Naval Corilmander-m-chief' of thfi proCitice, thrif‘He* ijidyrip ddirifirift 
with the Captains of the cruisers, 1 himself ‘addpt' measures for'ekpetlihf 
the receiving-ships*; and'' have''earnestly desired him to’Watch cardiMw 
their movements, and; to instil into theiri a WHoleso'mfi terriftarid drCda^ 
not to allow any to fcfe carfileSs and Ueglectful Of' their duty’’;‘nor yet fip 
cotftmit SU«h blunders as ntaygivc rise to affrays arid strnb. ;t! is 
confident expectation; that these, steps. Will' be attended With adVantagtt;^* 
We call -’to mind, that the receiving-ships anchored irHhe dutebscdSi' 

■ need a daily supply of the necessaries of Aife] fo'r, l vvMeji r thcy ard 
pendent on our country. / ]Worthlciw‘ , 'va^lwnd^''fltite -the' coast -*W& 
accustomed tp'embark in small boats; pretending , t6 r 'gri«but fishjrig; wSlwt 
they in fact put a variety of provision's and otperfirtides ohboafd, 1 
go tri the^khips to sell them :* these'^rriPalled 

barbarians, while they can look to thrise for supplies, are thereby enabled 



ta^h^tlmtr*toy ? : l^ufcif t|io»q sallies w$re cht>off, t we plight suoenpd 
ifl gettingrid^f them-,,- . '...*. u> ->:? ■*•.«::. 

. .TJfe your Ministorm tiave Joy some time past, sipade seizure of, opium 
Stapler*, and smugglers, of every description, without... mercy, in order ,tp> 
prevdptjthQ exportation ofSycee silver and the importation of opium, and 
thus to, put p stop Jo, this contraband traffic. We havonow alpo giyen 
prdera to capture these bum-boats, and not to permit them, to have com- 
rmjnicatibn with the ships on the outer seas, in order that we may cut off 
the.supplies of those vicious men... The said barbarians will then have, 
nothing to hope for;, their expectations will be. groundless; matters will 
cptne,to extremes; and circumstances will then necessarily, bo. changed; • 
so thaittHe fountain may be purified, the stream of impurity being In fact 
prrested.... . - ,•« 

.! .Recording to the, reports forwarded,.by the officers of the Tapaog 
and Heangshan stations, four of these, bum-boats, with some cargo, 
arid .twenty-eight.vagabonds in, them, had ;been taken, and sent,to tW 

E rovuicial, city,, where the men will meet with a most severe judgment* 
iin Tszeliu, Chin A ark, and Ting Asan, together with other scoundrels 
formerly, taken with .Sycee silver and opium, have been repeatedly 
examined, and. their sentence has been forwarded for the Imperial 
approval,. During the present year, according to the report .transmitted* 
by the military and, civil.authorities and other .official persons, they have, 
made, from the beginning offspring* until, the; close of December, thirty; 
seizures,—in all a hundred‘and forty-four offenders; of, silver, .eight, 
thousand six hundred and sixty-onc taels,in ,Sycee, and three thousand 
and twenty-seycn taels in foreign money; and of opium, three thousand; 
eight hundred and forty-two catties. The criminate were all severally, 
judged; the money was given as a reward to the captors, and the opium 
was burned. The haunts of opium dealers have also been found out, and: 
after investigation, the public seal was placed upon them, while orders 
were issued for the apprehension of the persons frequenting them. , The 
above particulars are all authenticated by entries op the records. 

Your Ministers iiuve now been (earnestly engaged in these measure* 
for one year. They dare not. yet say that their efforts have had the full 
effect to be desired. But, with regard to the existing state of things in the 
Provincial city, it may be observed,, that the price of Sycee silver, is at 
present very low ; ami that opium, one ball of which, on board the foreign- 
vessels', formerly cost the,, traitorqus nations about thirty dollars, bring* 
now only from sixteen to eighteen dollars. Of. the smuggled silver,, 
that has been seized!, a large portion has beep foreign,money, which would 
seem to imply that to export silver is now comparatively difficult.; I’he, 
proofs of the foreigners, having to sell at reduced prices, and of their 
receiving payment in foreign money, being thus clear, the (course that has 
now been adopted, if pursued with vigour .and firmness, for. a Jong, period, 
and if followed up by the .seizure of Sycee sitycr, and tl>e .capture, of bum- 
boats, as ,measures of the first importance, will greatly, .tend to increase 
tips, wyafth of the, port and, to, remove abuses, * and will thus prove 
extremely, beneficial. : : 

, . Ifut, rthere being nmny.-prafty and cunning devices which fail,of 
succe'ss, numerous complaints have hence arisen, .proceeding from, 
malicious tongues, that tfiesp failures are brought on by the measures now 
adopted. ,,Spurn there,are, hobbling kcandal-mongprs, , who. represent,,that 
we; ;ypur,Ministers, if.bc*pugbt by tlvwe who,bring reach offerings in their 
hands,' arer not,unwilling,'to, accept gifts. .Others, speculating men,, of 
ripned fortunes,, declare,! that ..the civilians and. the military officers, when, 
li,berato><—apd apprehtad only, when unfee’d; that, in searching 
lX^;Cpnt ra bmi(VP'rtic.le*]v,thp.y Qontriye only .to annoy the. [hqncst] mca> 
cnant;; ajOd that, jf^tliey perohupce cjo. make a seizure,.they tfien make it 
appear^ that,,the czmtoabpM-ltowl 1 * have been, sunk, and pro lost. Others, 
again,, are thert, anJbQVtf. feartnf-niiuiflcd tnen, wrho ( lament t hese proceed¬ 
ings, . sinpe il . s tbcSe. ,nrgentl.v-preventive measures have been 

have, Irnen 
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so that the merchants cannot preserve themselves from overwhelming 
embarrassments, and that part of Canton province must be reduced, to 
wretchedness; further, (hat since search is now being made in everyplace, 
for idle people and vagrants, in order to* seize them, many of the boat 
people are in consequenc e thrown out of employment, and it may justly be 
feared, tlfat they will be driven to plunder, and that robberies will daily be 
multiplied. 

These and similar rumours are confidently circulated ; but they are 
all the slanderous assertions of the credulous or the malicious, intended to 
trouble (he minds of us, your Ministers, to disturb the steadiness of our 
hearing, and confuse the correctness of our vision. 

Though we venture [not] to be wholly wedded to our opinions, nor to 
act as if we heard nothing, and though, therefore, we seek, to examine, 
with the greatest impartiality, every well-founded rumour, and all well- 
authenticated accusations of abuse, with tlu; hope of preserving the 
whole system of allairs free from taint or imperfection; yet will we not 
give way to apprehensions, which would render us fearful to begin 
anything, or afraid to carry it to an ending, and would reduce us to the 
condition of him, who having a hiccough, left off swallowing food. 

We will faithfully', with our whole hcait and soul, discharge our duty 
in managing these affairs, and will allow in ourselves no remissness in the 
issuing of orders to that end. Having received such great and abundant 
favours from your Majesty, we dare not screen ourselves even from the 
malice of rancourous slander, and never will we incur the guilt of acting 
deceitfully or ungratefully'. Thus we w’ould hope to meet your Sacred 
Majesty’s most earnest, wish, that wo should make truth our motto. 

We have thus minutely represented matters to your Majesty, and 
have united in preparing this memorial, in reply to your Majesty’s 
commands. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


No. 116. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, 


Foreiyn Office, June 15, 1838. 


TIER Majesty’s Government have hail under their consideration your 
despatches of the 29th November and 4th December, 1837, in which you 
report your proceedings in execution of the Instructions conveyed to you in 
my despatch of last year, relative' to the manner in which you should send 
communications to, and receive them from, the Chinese Authorities at Canton. • 

I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government approve the course 
which you have pursued ; and as the Chinese Authorities persisted in their refusal 
to communicate with you in the manner required. Her Majesty’s Government 
consider that you were perfectly right in retiring from Canton to Macao. 

With respect to the smuggling trade in*opium, which forms (he subject of 
your dispatches of the 18th and 19th November, and 7th December, 1837, I 
have to state, that Her Majesty’s Government cannot interfere ..for the purpose 
of enabling British subjects to violate the laws of the country to which they 
trade. Any Joss, therefore, which such persons may suffer in consequence of the 
more effectual execution of the Chinese laws on this subject, must be borne 
by the parties who have brought that loss on themselves by their own acts. 

Withrespect to the plan proposed by you in your despatch of the 19tli No¬ 
vember, for sending a Special Commissioner to Tchusan, to endeavour to effect 
some arrangement with the Chinese Government about the opium trade, 
Her Majesty’s Government do not see their way in such a mcasure^with suffi¬ 
cient clearness to justify them in adopting it at the present moment. \ 

I ami &c., v ■ 

(Signed) PALMERSTON."’ 


• •!» 


T* 
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No. 117. 

* Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 12, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao , March jj®, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit a letter from Mr. Robert Inglis, 
C’hn'rman of a meeting of certain creditors on the bankrupt Hong Iling- 
tae, Covering a memorial to your Lordship, and a printed copy of the 
correspondence which has taken place between the foreign creditors and 
the Provincial Government upon the subject of their claims. 

The Inclosure No. 4, is my reply to Mr. Inglis. 

Your Lordship will no doubt desire to be placed in possession of the 
fullest means of forming a decision on this appeal to Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

And l have, therefore, considered it right to transmit a statement 
recently published at this place, entitled “ The Chinese Security Mer¬ 
chants in Canton and their debts.’’ It is the work of a gcntlcmau 
formerly in the Company’s China Service, and subsequently of many years’ 
mercantile experience in this country. 

A diligent application to the subject may entitle me to testify to that 
portion of this able exposition which is matter of record, and I feel that 
I am only performing an act of duty to your Lordship, in respectfully 
drawing it under your attentive notice. 

The extremely serious embarrassments which form the ground of the 
memorial f have had the honour to transmit, have had their origin since 
the opening of the trade, and are altogether the result of commercial 
transactions, in strong distinction to former bankruptcies, which arose 
for the most part out of speculation of money advances on a high rate of 
interest. 

This lirsL occasion of such a crisis as the present, seems to me to be 
a necessary and a favourable conjuncture for combining just demands for 
prompt payment, with earnest elforts to establish our commerce in this 
Empire on a sounder basis. 

The free traders, it will probably be felt by Her Majesty’s Government, 
are not in a situation to 4 sustain a long deprivation of large portions of 
their trading capital. Or, indeed, looking to the period for payment either 
yet offered, or likely to be offered, and having regard to the rate of interest 
in the country, the state of facts might more properly be described to 
amount to a total absorption of their capital. 

They are wholly without the means which the Company possessed of 
re-establishing the balance, by the power of practically regulating the 
market Imre, and also to a very considerable extent in Europe. 

Indeed, my Lord, there is strong reason to conclude, that nothing 
but considerable modification of the Chinese monopoly can prevent the 
frequent recurrence of disasters of this description, each more complicated 
and extensive than the last. . 

Being anxious to forward these papers just received from Canton, by 
the present opportunity, l would beg your Lordship to accept my excuse 
for a hurried despatch on a very important subject, to which, however, I 
shall recur in.the course of a few days. ; 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure I in No. 117. 

* „ 

Mr, Inglis to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, t Canton, March 24, 1838. 

IN ^pursuance of the resolution of a public meeting of British 
, merchants, held in Canton, on the 21st instant, I have the honour, as 
- Chairman of the meeting, to hand you a memorial, adopted by the firms 
whose signatures are attactfeidhto it, addressed to Her Majesty’s Chief 
Secretafl'fhrEOfetgn Affairs, upon the subject of their claims ujxja the 
Chines&llong merchants. I have further to request, in the name of the 

■■ • : 2 l 2 ■ - - ■ 



memorial ists^thiatyou will transmit it to the Foreign';Secretary, accompli 
paoied by/such explanation and remarks as, in your opinion^ may be ; 
desirable for the. information of ■ Her , Majesty’s Government, upon thC' 
'subgccCof which it treats ; and il. have great pleasure in, concurring, ih<; 
the hopp of the subscribers, that the prayer of the memorial will be found,-> 
to merit and obtain your most cordial and zealous support v 1 * 1 

The document is accompanied by a printed copy of the correspond- > 
ence referred to in it* between the foreign Creditors of the Hongs, and the 
Chinese authorities of Canton. ' . . * 

* , . ( . , J ■ have &c . 

. (Signed) : ’ ROBERT INGLIS, > 


, Inclosure 2 in No. 117. 

Memorial to Viscount Palmerston, 

My Lord, Canton, March 21, 1838. 

WE. the Undersigned British merchants, trading at Canton in 
China, have the honour to address your Lordship, through the mediation 
of Her Britannic Majesty’s Chief Superintendent, respecting certain heavy 
debts owed to us by the Chinese lloiig merchants: and we respectfully 
but earnestly intreat your Lordship to lay' our case before Her Majesty’s 
Council, with a view to obtain the powerful interposition of our own 
Government, with that, under winch we at present live, to endeavour to 
obtain an early payment of our actual claims, and a readier means of 
recovery of those which, under the existing-circumstances of the foreign 
trade with this country, we must, wc fear, inevitably incur in future. 

Your Lordship is aware, no doubt, that we are limited in our 
dealings in all the principal staples of the legal foreign trade with China, 
to about a dozen parlies, called Hong or Security- merchants. These 
merchants trade separately, but they arc mutually responsible for the 
Government, dues which each may incur,' and also for their respective 
debts to the foreigners. Your memorialists ere allowed no voice in the 
nomination of these security merchants; nor have we any means to ascer¬ 
tain their capital or''other qualifications for their trust; but the Chinese 
Government, which takes this responsibility upon itself, guarantees the 
engagements- which the Chinese merchants form with us; and the prin¬ 
cipal of the Hong- debts, Without interest, has always been paid for the j 
last twenty or. thirty'years, by the whole body, or Co-Hong, under the 
authority of the Government. 

The period, however, within which ihe debts should be paid, has been 
left to be settled between the security merchants aiid the foreigners, arid ’ 
has always been a point of much contention. The former have usually' 
succeeded in fixing a term of years within which.the foreign capital in 
their possession might double itself almost twice over by Compound ih- ! ’ 



^ rppaynient through their large" 
transactions with the Hongs ; facilities which .your riigmorialists ho longer* ’ 

enjoy.' .. ■ “ ■ 

Of the thirtec 
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besides* about 750,000 dollars : ’which''they"Owe tci thg'GoyOrhin^nt’ foi 5 ' 1 




,first»4hat it is impolitic- to'istablish the*>procedent'-of such a-protracted 
payment in this first settlement of a debt under the free-trade system,; 
which debt arises, entirely-out of‘actual transactions of- trade, and so far 
differs from all former debts ; and, secondly, because we*wish to take this 
opportunity to iproeure a settlement of the debt* of alb tlie insolvent’ 
Hongs,, with a views,to understand Our exact position with them, and to 
endeavour to tradei .upon sOmo Safer system in future. . • , 

f^Tbe- debts/ owing by the. Co-hong, whether to the • Government or 
to foreigners, have never been paid entirely out of their own resources; 
but chiefly by means Of extra duties levied upon the principal staples of 
the -foreign - trade \ and the Hong merchants propose to liquidate the 
debts now under consideration,, in a similar way. Such duties once imposed, 
appear never to be taken off, agaiu, when the first occasion for them has 
ceased, but to be still levied under pretext of creating a fund, called the 
Consoo-Fund, to meet fqturq. exigencies 4 of the Co-hong, whether occa¬ 
sioned by debts to the foreigners, or by demands from the Emperor, to 
meet the expenses of his wars, or other extraordinary expenditure of the 
State. There is no reason to suppose, however, that such a fund 1ms ever 
really existed, or that the Chinese Authorities have ever recognized jt; 
but they have sanctioned the imposition of duties, from time to time, for 
the payment,of specific debts, and have connived at their continuance to 
feed, as is supposed, their o\yri exactions. Independent of the extra-, 
ordinary demands of the Emperor upon the security merchants, they are 
exposed to almost daily extortions on the part,of the local authorities, 
chiefly the floppo, or Collector of Customs, arpl Ins subordinates,, which, 
have always impoverished them, even when, they shaped .in. the largo 
certain profits,of the East 'India Company’s trade. They have incurred 
heavy losses in their trading transactions since the expiration of the East 
India Company’s Charter; and seem .likely to .suffer, still more severely, 
since the same parties have pow .to conduct,a more extended business, in. 
competition with the intelligence and greater activity of the free-traders, 
to which neither their capital nor mode of conducting commerce seeni 
adequate. , , , . , , 

Considering these circumstances, your Memorialists see reason to 
apprehend that any addition to the duties upon the. foreign trade, merely 
sufficient to liquidate the *Fo,reign debts will, without some weighty inter¬ 
position with the Imperial. Government, be mainly .diverted, to the payment, 
of extraordinary demands by the Authorities on the Co-hong, which it ig 
known arc now being urged upon .that body; and thereby not only pro'-., 
tract the settlement of our claims, but occasion an accumulation of new 
debts.on the . part of the , security merchants, which itmay,require more 
tlpin remonstrance on,the part qf the British Government, at,some,future, 
time. ^ ., , 

Your Memorialists ary aware pf the. difficulty of. changing the. 
institutions a,nd of a people jikp tlip Chinese;, and .dp not, therefore, 

ask of ,Hcr J^ajesty’s s Gpyermqciit,. to, require , anv, great or .sudden 
change,* in the 'regulations. uijifcr' which ,we trade with this Empire : but 
we humbly, submit to your Lordship's, decision, whether the Chinese, 
Gpyprhpnqnt,, so. long as, it', shall,.■ insist, .upon confining our trade to sp, 
small a number of its'merchants! is not bound to take care that thosje. 
n\erchppts,have.puflicie.u t t £apit#l,and probity,,for their* trust.; and Yvlmther 
on. tpe.tt'artsjpr of qpp capital to them, in the shape of the debts . ip; quee-.. 
tiojqV >vhiqb .hecqmcs; unavoidable; in' ^hq .conducting. of ajij. extensive. pom- 
mprice .yVftV, a monopoly, bf^pch limited .means, the, lniperial guarantee 
dde^.iibymply earlief rjcpaytnciit/ip^.sqcfr 'capital than has been- hitherto 
of & now pfl^r^ch or .a.t all .ev^q'ts.Vonm ,compensation for the delay'in the , 

^oplc aiuf.'their Rulers,. 

leaps.. .d^ pwihdantly. .to yney,; piat jflje simple , interposition-of our pwn ; , : 
Gpyermi^ntjWlWh.P^TPpkiing in so jiist a.cause, would fapir 
litate ^ : and.ijf 'Her Majesty’s Govern- s 
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induce the Eriipteror of China to inquire into the abuses of the foreign 
trade at this port, and to correct the most flagrant of them: which are the 
exactions of his officers and the inefficiency ol the Co-hong, the full know¬ 
ledge of which we presume to be withheld by the Canton Authorities from 
the Coyrt of Peking: and the latter effect would render no less service to 
the solvent Hong merchants than to your Memorialists, and the whole of 
the foreign residents in Canton. 

Your Memorialists do not think it necessary to trouble your 
Lordship with further details of our position as merchants in Canton, the 
peculiarities of* which have, doubtless, reached your Lordship through an 
official channel: and relying upon Lordship’s attention to the interests of 
British commerce and British merchants, to bring our request to the 
favourable notice of Her Majesty’s Government, 

We have, &c., 


(Signed) 

Dent and Co., 

TmtNKU AND Co., 

Bf.I.L ANi) Co.. 

Lindsay and Co., 

DlROM AND Co., 

Dan I ELI, AND Co., 

J. an i) W. Cragu and Co., 

T. H. Layton, 

W. Hi :n DICKSON, 

Pat Stewart, 

D. and M. Hgstomjee, 


Fox, Rawson, and Co., 

Nana buoy F ram j ek, 

Rulinton Maclean, and Co., 
Bibbv, Adam, and Co., 

Gibb, Livingston, and Co., 

W. F. Getvimell and Co., 
William Macdonald, 

BjIjbert Wise, Holiday, and Co., 
William Thomas Kinsley. 
Jamieson and How. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 117. 

Correspondence between the Local Government, Hong Merchants, and Foreign 

Merchants ; Relative to the Affairs of the Bankrupt IJing-tac Hong ; also 

Report of the Proceedings of the Committee of Examination. 

Messrs. Dent and others to the Governor of Canton. 

* 

A RESPECTFUL Address. Having come to Canton for commercial 
purposes, we found that the Regulation allowed us to transact business with no 
one but the Hong merchants.—Hing-tac is a member of the Co-hong, and judging 
him, from all appearances, to bo in secure circumstances, we sold our goods to 
him—and lie is now indebted in the large amount of a million and upwards of 
dollars—which he is unable to pay. 

It is out of the power of tiie foreigners to obtain information regarding the 
internal affairs of this country, and of the proceedings and dealings of the IJong 
merchants, with their own countrymen, hut as they are specially appointed by 
the Government to conduct the foreign trade, we are induced to place every con¬ 
fidence in their stability and honour. 

Under these circumstances, we have to request that your Excellency will be 
pleased to order an early payment of the Co-hong, in such manner as your Excel¬ 
lency may deem fit. 

1 We have, &c., 


* The Governor of Canton to Messrs. Deni and others. 

• 

TA‘NG, Governor of Kvyjmgtnng and Kwangse, issues this order to the 
Hong merchants, requiring them to be fully informed thereon. 

On the 5|>st of April, I received from the English and other merchants. Dent 
and others, the following address. [See foregoing document.~] 

This having come before me, the Governor, I have examined the subject, 
and find, that heretofore, Hong merchants have always been forbidden to. incur 
debts to foreigners,, and that in repeated instances orr record, they have bedj“ 
severely punished J$r sq doing. And with regard to yW-Kechang,plf 
Hiqg-tae, hehasb'een in the situatiofi^of Hotig-merch^ht, harely severi years. am 
has'he in sh -'short a tithe accumulated debts to the large amountyt>T-a million 
||d upwards of doUairs? Wliqt degree have 
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fyeen that could run to this extent ! The thing is too . absurd—too extra¬ 
vagant! . . ; 

If' this matter be not faithfully and completely settled, where will be our 
compassion to foreigners, and how shall we prevent similar and even worse con- 
duet in future? ,1 issue therefore, this order. When it reaches the said senior 
Hong merchants, let them, in obedience to it, immediately convene a melting- of 
all the Hong merchants, and examine the accounts of Hing-tae, to ascertain 
clearly what aretjie real sums owing by the Hong to foreigners; and let them 
equitably and earnestly apply themselves to make some arrangement for the 
settlement thereof. Within ten days, let them present a joinj report on the 
subject, for my consideration. If they dare to regard this lightly, or to delay 
and overstep the period, 1, the Governor, will maintain the laws firmly, as the 
solid mountains, and will assuredly direct the district magistrate to close the 
Hing-tae Hong, ami according to the law, apprehend the merchant, that lie may 
be closely examined and punished. At the same time, the said Senior mer¬ 
chants, together with all the other Hong merchants, shall alone be held respon¬ 
sible. The property of the foreigners cannot be left without an ultimate guarantee 
for its safety. 

Let these commands also be enjoiued on the foreign merchants, that they, 
knowing them, may act accordingly. These are the commands. 

Taoukwaug, 13th year, 3rd month 19th day (23rd April, 1837.) 


To his Excellency the Governor of Canton, he., he., he. 

A RESPECTFUL Address.—A petition was laid before your Excellency 
on the 21st April, respecting the claims of foreigners on the Hing-tae Hong, to 
which your Excellency returned a gracious reply, ordering the Senior Hong mer¬ 
chants immediately to convene a meeting, and endeavour to form some arrange¬ 
ment for the speedy settlement of our heavy claims, and to report on the same 
within ten days. Your Excellency was also graciously pleased to add that our 
property could not he left without any ultimate guarantee for its safety. 

In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, conveyed in the above reply, 
we sent in to the Senior Hong merchants, full and clear statements of our claim ; 
but up to this hour, although nearly two months have elapsed, they have made us 
no proposition for the equitable settlement of our accounts; and to the most 
earnest inquiries, we can only get the reply, “ that Hing-tae has not furnished 
his accounts, and that he objects to the sums claimed by foreigners.” 

These delays are so directly at variance with your Excellency’s commands, 
that we are astonished they are ventured upon; and that too, so far as your peti¬ 
tioners can judge, without the Co-hong taking any steps to obtain a correct 
knowledge of the accounts. 

Looking with confidence to your Excellency’s insisting on the previous orders 
being at once complied with. 

We are, &c.. 

Signed by Hing-tae’s foreign creditors. 


The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

“ LET Yen-Kecbang of the Hing-tae Hong, be most closely examined as to 
what extent his debts have accumulated f and let it be ascertained, if the claims 
sent in by the barbarian tradors, exceed the true amounts. Thus, when the tide 
ebbs, the rocks appear [i. e. the truth will be discovered]. But while both 
parties craftily endeavour to work their own advantage, they only pfoixact the 
just settlement, and do not liblp to bring the matter to a conclusion.” 

The petition presented the other day by Yen-Kechaug evidently diverged 
from and glossed over the truth. In my reply to him, I reprimanded him 
severely, and ordered him, within,a limited period, to produce his accounts for 
my inspection.—This is on record. 

. Now, with reference to the present petition, I have ordered Howqua, 
Ipfowqua, and Pwankequa, to examine well, and act in obedience to the former 
jrgjily: Let them cftiiSte Yen-Kechati]* within the therein mentioned limit, to make 
<mt a flear and true; statement of all the debts owing by the Hong,< and report 
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to me of the;same, that I may act accordingly. Let them not permit any delay; 
and let this'reply he explhin’e,d v lb the barbarians for their information niid 
obedience. t)o ftot oppose.’• ' - • - ; ? 

5th moon, 20th day (June 23nd,-1837.). - ' • ‘ ‘ ,y 


The Hong Merchants to the Foreign Creditors. 

June 27, 1837. 

A RESPECTFUL Communication. We send copy of a statement of com¬ 
mercial transactions with you from the Uing-tae Hong, and the debts due to you 
thereon, and of which we beg your careful calculation. 

With regard to your suggestion to us the other day, to request a Committee 
of two or three impartial persons, to examine the accountsit appears to us, 
after careful consideration, that the examination of accounts is a thing totally 
different from arbitration, or question of principle, and that it is requisite for the 
examination of accounts, that the parties through whose hands, the commercial 
transactions have been conducted should be present, as being alone able to know 
the truth of the accounts on any matters of detail. Wc would therefore request 
you to call immediately on Yen-Kcchang, to find his brother Yen-Ketseang, that 
the accounts may bo examined at a personal interview. Then they may be clearly 
settled, and all obstinate disputes respecting them may be prevented. 

To make this request, it is that we trouble you, and with compliments, 

We are, &c., 

Signed by twelve Hong Merchants. 


The Ilong Merchants to the Foreign Creditors. 

THIS is respectfully to inform you, virtuous elder brother, that you con¬ 
jointly with the other gentlemen, having reported Hing-tae’s debts to amount to 
upwards of 2,850,000 taels : wc compared his accounts and found them not to 
agree with yours. Yesterday, however, virtuous elder brother, you, and the other 
gentlemen denied the correctness of Iling-tae’s statement, and requested us to 
select three disinterested individuals to examine the accounts, and thus prevent 
confusion and error. 

We have therefore requested Messrs. Elliot, Dent, and Green, to act as arbi¬ 
trators : and beg also to remind you how requisite it is that you should procure 
Yen-Kcfseang’s attendance : lie alone understanding your accounts, having been 
the manager of the Uing-tae Hong. Yen-Kechang is both ignorant of your 
language, and of the commercial transactions which passed between you and the 
Hong, as he took no part in the sale department. 

Requesting you to inform yourself of the contents of the present letter 
which we now forward to you. 

Wc are, &c., . 

Sigrfed by the Hong-Merchants. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Governor of Canton. 

", ,, . Canton,. Juty, I, 1837. 

TO the Governor of the two Kwang Provinces, a respectful address.. 

On. the 20th June, we presented a Petition in your Excellency, regarding 
thb dela'ys*which had occurred in making any arrangements for the settlement of 
the debts of Hihg-tae Hong. . •. 4 

In reply you gave orders that the accounts of the Hong should be imme¬ 
diately produced; .' * 

A statement from Yen-Keehang has been 'communicated to us by the Hong 
merchants, in which all the accounts are disputed and objections raised, with no 
other object apparently than to protract a just settlement Tram dtty 1 t©i.d ( tiy,,. aE|@* 
showing a totarigtipraucje of the cdnct?rns;of ^he H<mg, v 4 

We have therefore now to requeafc^hat your Excellency will ordfo 
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of Yen-Ketseang who has been the manager of all the commercial affairs of , the 
Hong since its establishment, and who can alone afford the necessary explana- _ 
tions, thus will all further evasiou be checked. *' 


The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. * 

t 

: , . , July 7, 1837. 

TANG, President of the Board of War, and Governor of the two Kwang 
Provinces, issues this Edict for the information of the Hong Merchants, 

Whereas on the 5th day of July, a petition was presented by the English 
merchants, Jardinc, &c., stating the debts of Yen-Kechang of the Hing-tac Hong, 
toamount to 2,168,348.68 dollars as shown by the accounts which were correct and 
not in the least exaggerated; and whereas Yen-Kechang presented a counter 
petition, complaining that the accounts rendered by the foreign traders were 
false, and their claims were greatly exaggerated, I commanded the senior Hong 
merchants, Howqua, See. to accompany the two parties to the Consoo House and 
there arrange the matter between them. 

Now the said Hong merchants reported to me, that when they questioned 
Yen-Kechang as to which of the accounts he objected to as incorrect, he showed 
himself entire ignorantly of the matter, and put them off with evasive answers. 
They then selected three barbarians to unite with them to examine the accounts 
and to bring them to an equitable settlement. On this, Yen-Kechang selected 
indiscriminately from the various accounts, five which he objected to on the 
ground of incorrectness; hut they, the Hong merchants, having carefully 
examined the said accounts, decided that they could not, in justice, be excepted. 
They also prepared two clear statements of all the Hong accounts which they 
presented with a petition praying me to examine and decide. 

On the same day. Dent, and other barbarian traders of various nations, pre¬ 
sented a petition to the following effect [here follows the petition.'] 

This coming before me, the Governor, I investigated the matter and 
ascertained that balances of purchase money due for goods cannot he classed 
under the same head as balances of borrowed money. The Hongs have from 
time immemorial been governed by precedents which determine where interest 
is allowed and where it is not. But are there really tio more intricacies than the 
above ? 

I have compared the statements of the barbarian traders, Jardinc, Dent, Sic., 
with that of Ycn-Kcchtoig and lo! they differ widely. Which of them is to he 
relied upon? 

Let the senior and junior Hong merchants give their whole minds in con¬ 
junction with the two parties to examine the accounts and come to some equitable 
arrangement. Let the account at onoc he settled, and all disputes be put an 
end to. 

If these disputes are continued any more, and upon investigation, I find 
that Yen-Kechang actually owes what the foreigners state him to do, arid yet 
does not immediately settle with them, most assuredly he shall he visited with the. 
most awful punishriient. You, the Hong merchants also, must not then plead 
ignorance of the subject and say to yourselves : “ Why did we not exert ourselves 

to settle the business ? ” ' * 

Besides the Warning, edict, issued by iny orders, by the Pouching and 
Ganchn-Szes, I now issue this proclamation lor the senior Hong merchants, 
Howqua,- Mowqua, and Pwankequa, instantly to obey. 

Let them and their juniors, in conjunction with the disputing parties, proceed 
at once carefully to examine all the claims, and ascertain if any just deductions 
can be. made!. Let them ascertain and settle the exact sums owing- by the Hong 
td foreigners; Thus wh«n the tide ebbs the rocks appear.—Do not show the 
least favour, but act with justice. * 

Let thetn instantly fix on some plan for repaying the foreigners the sgms due 
to them and report the same to the two Szes that I may be informed thereof. 
There must be no delay, no oriiission ; the matter is most urgent. 

Debts due by Yen-Kcchang he alone is responsible for; his servants and 
; assistants :iii the Hong must not be troubled. 

Let this Edict be transmitted to the barbarian traders, for their information 
1 wad obediefted.**^ : 
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Let there not be the least delay in settling the accounts, on pain of the. most 
awful punishment. 

Haste! Haste! A special Edict. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Governor of Canton. 

July 17, 1837? 

A RESPECTFUL Address. Your Petitioners are compelled again to 
bring their claims upon the Hing-tae Hong to your Excellency’s notice, for, not¬ 
withstanding your Excellency’s orders, literally nothing has been done towards 
either a settlement of the accounts or of the terms of payments. 

A Committee has been named along with the Hong merchants, to investigate 
Ycn-Kechang’s objections to the claims of your Petitioners. If lie is serious in 
urging these objections, why does he not come forward and substantiate them ; 
it is so evidently a manoeuvre to put elf time and procrastinate, that your Peti¬ 
tioners must entreat your Excellency not to permit such conduct being continued, 
and to order the liquidation of the accounts as they are rendered by us, should 
Yen-Kechang not prove them incorrect within a day or two, for surely he has had 
ample time to examine his accounts. 

As arrangements must be made for the transactions of the ensuing season, 
your Petitioners are thus urgent, in entreating your Excellency to enforce your 
former orders that old and new accounts may not he mixed. 

Signed by Hing-tae’s Creditors. 


The Governor of Canton to the Ilomj Merchants. 

July 20, 1837. 

TANG, President of the Military Board, and Governor of the two Kvvang 
Provinces, issues this Edict to the I long merchants, for their lull information. 

On the 18th July, I received a petition from Dent and other barbarian traders, 
praying as follows [here follows the petition. } 

This coming before me, the Governor, 1 inquired into the matter, and found 
that when the barbarian traders, Jardine, &e., presented a petition some time 
ago, 1 commanded the senior Hong merchants to cause’Yen-Kechang to produce 
his younger brother, Ycn-Kctseang, who was formerly the head manager in the 
Hong, but afterwards resigned. They were ordered to unite with the brothers, 
and examine and settle the accounts, and devise some means for their liquidation. 
They were to report the same to the two Szcs that I might be informed thereon. 
I also directed the Poo-ehing and Ganclia-Szes to investigate and urge the speedy 
settlement of the accounts.—This is on record. 

Let the barbarian traders now wait till Yen-Ketseang makes his appearance, 
when they must, in conjunction with the senior Hong merchants, and the two 
brothers, give their whole minds to the just and equitable settlement of the 
accounts and to determining the exact sums due. Let the three so arrange that 
the affairs may be instantly wound up. [Until Yen-Ketseang makes his appear¬ 
ance] there will be constant wrangling and disputing of the accounts. 

Let not barbarians throw*impediments in the way of settlement [by their 
impatience.] They must not so constantly petition me, for truly they will reap 
no advantage therefrom. 

Uniting the circumstances, I issue this Edict to the Hong merchants: let 
them transmit copies thereof to the barbarian traders, for their information and 
obedience.—Dft not oppose.-—A special Edict. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Hong Merchants. 

Gentlemen, My 22, 1837. 

WE have i-cceivcd from you two Edicts of his Excellency the Viceroy,'in reply 
to our petition (See Nos. VIII and X) one dated 7th and one the 20th inst., in 
both of which the most peremptory orders are issued that the accounts of Hing- 
tae Hong should be immediately examined, and, some equitable arrangement at 
once made by ^ou for the payments of th^debts. f' . 
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We have now to request you will inform us what steps you have taken to 
< obey his Excellency’s orders ; in both respects, no proposition has yet been made 
to us by you as to the payment of the debts and as these are matters of great impor¬ 
tance you must excuse our pressing upon you the necessity of your giving instant 
and earnest attention to them. • 

Yen-Kctseang should be obliged to appear immediately and explain his 
objections to the accounts ; still his absence cannot interfere with your obeying 
his Excellency’s orders and making the necessary arrangements for the payment 
of the debts, these being matters in no degree dependent on.Ketseang’s appear¬ 
ance or consent. 

Ilis Excellency complains of our importuning him with petitions. Rut wc 
are only claiming our rights, and have followed the usual course in our applications. 
The nature of next measures will mainly depend on your reply in writing to our 
present letter, and what we see actually doing towards a settlement. Should any 
unpleasant consequences ensue from our being compelled to draw attention to 
the nonfulfilment of his Excellency’s orders, they must be attributed to the vexa¬ 
tious delays our claims have from week to week been subjected to. 

We are, &c., 

Signed by the Creditors. 


The Hong Merchants to the Foreign Creditors. 

July 23, 1837. 

THIS is respectfully to inform you that we have requested Messrs. Archer, 
Dent, and Green, to meet Us in the Consoo-liouse at noon, on the 23rd of this 
month, for the purpose of examining the accounts of the Iling-tac Iiong. 

The other gentlemen are also requested to attend. 

With compliments, we are, &c., 

Signed by the Hong Merchants. 


The Hong Merchants to the Foreign Creditors. 

July 24, 1837. 

THIS is respectfully to inform you, that on the 20tli(July 22nd) wc received 
from our elder brethren their letter of the same date. 

We are perfectly conversant with its contents ; but the requests contained 
therein are of so weighty and important a nature that wc cannot reply to them 
without mature deliberation. 

Wc have to request you will inform the other gentlemen hereof, and with 
compliments wc remain, &c., 

(Signed) IIOWQUA. 

MOWQUA. 

PWANKKQUA. 


The Hong Merchants to the Foreign Creditors. 

July 24, 1837. 

THIS is respectfully to inform you, that on the 21st., yesterday, we advised 
you per letter, of our having requested Messrs. Dent, Green, and Archer, to meet 
us in Consoo on the 23rd, lor the purpose of clearly investigating tli£ Affairs of the 
Hing-tae Hong. i • 

Now it is our’opinion, upon reflection, that the account^ arc too manifold 
and complicated to be examined in one day j and that it is only by taking them 
one by ope, in their proper order, that they cau be examined. 

Wc’therefore beg to inform you that we have requested Mr. Dent and the 
other two gentlemen, to meet us in Consoo to-morrow, that we may there mutually 
deliberate how the accounts shall be investigated in their proper order, and also to 
' settle a day foi* the general investigation; of which we wilt write to inform the 
other gentlemen concerned. 

■ 2 M2 



We address this to you, requesting you to make known its contents-td the 
other gentlemen; and with compliments, 

We remain, &c., 

• ■ - (Signed) HOWQUA, 

MOWQUA. 

PWANKEQUA. 


First Meeting of the Committee appointed for the examination of Hing-tae’s 
, account.* with Foreigner*. 

Consoo House, Canton, July 25, 1837. 

PRESENT, Howqua, Mowqua, Pwankcqua, Dent, Archer, Green. 

It was clearly understood that in the investigation of all accounts and 
differences, the decision of the Committee should he final as to the amount justly 
due to each claimant, and that the su.ni agreed upon should in no case admit of 
future question by Iling-tae, Ilong merchants, Mandarins, foreigners, or any 
other party. 

It was unanimously agreed that the accounts shall be taken up successively 
for examination, commencing with the lowest and proceeding to the highest, 
excepting those of Dent and Co., llussell and Co., and Wetmorc and Co., in 
which the three foreign arbitrators arc interested, which are to be postponed to 
the last. 

The Hong merchants present informed the foreign arbitrators, that answers 
to Hing-tae’s objections to the accounts rendered to the Co-liong, bad been 
received from only three or four of the Creditors, and it was therefore decided 
that each should be called upon for their explanations, as their respective accounts 
came under examination. . , 

To facilitate the business of the Committee it was determined to appoint a 
Chairman, whose signature in the name of the Committee to all communica¬ 
tions and decisions shall be equally valid as if the same were signed by all the 
Members. 

The Committee then adjourned to meet to-morrow, July 2Gth, at 10 a.m. 
at the same place. 

! In the name of-the Committee, 

LAUNCELOT DENT, 
■ 1 Chairman. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Governor of Canton. 

’* Canton, September G, 1837. 

A RESPECTFUL Address.—On the 29th July last, we received a com¬ 
munication from your Excellency that you had given orders to the Hong 
merchants for the immediate examination and liquidation of the debts due to us 
by the Hing-tac Ilong. TheSc gentlemen now give us to understand that they 
have consulted and examined in accordance with your Excellency’s orders—but 
we can obtain no satisfactory reply from them'with respect to the liquidation of 
the debts. 

We are therefore obliged again to address your Excellency, and to urge you 
in the strongest manner, to order the Ilong merchants to pay our claims Without 
further evasion, so that we may not be under the necessity of again‘troubling 
your Excellency. * 

*. We have,&c.,< '' 

■ V * V . ' Signed by the Creditors. 


, . • * ; >1 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. ! * ■ 

i ; i ’ ■■■ : ’ 1 ■/ September 13 , 1837 . 

TANG, President of the Board of War,•and Governor of the two Kwang 
Provinces, fciin the inf<#ifc'ati<3n’of theHong r mel;chsti>ii. ’’ v : ' / 




269 


1 On the 12tli day of this moon (September 12tb) a petition was presented 
Jiy Dent and other foreign traders of various nations,, to . the following import. 
[Here follows the above petition.] ' 

This'coitairig before me, the Governor, I have inquired into the matter an'd 
find by the records, that Edicts have before been issued, commanding Jtlie senior 
Hong merchant^ to settle with the foreigners the true amount of Iling-tae’s 
<Jftbt. c ’;—and also directing the two Sze officers to deliberate and investigate and 
make a clear report of the matter to me. 

Now this petition prays me to hasten the payment of the debts, : For the 
last time, I ask, are all the accounts clearly settled or not, and what is the exact 
amount of the debts ? In the petition there is not a single word respecting this. 
This is decidedly concealing the true face of things from me. 

Besides ordering the two Szes to obey the former edicts, and command the 
Hong merchants to hasten the settlement of the allairs, I, also considering the 
circumstances, issue this Edict. 

When it reaches,the senior Hong merchants, let them on that very day, in 
conjunction with ( the Ilong merchant Yen*Kechang, his brother, ami the 
foreigners, conscientiously examine and settle the accounts. When they have 
agreed upon the exact amount of the debts, and, after mature deliberation, have 
cOme to sonic conclusive arrangement respecting the payment of them, let 
them report the same to the two Szes, that I may he informed thereof and act 
accordingly. . 

Let this Edict also be transmitted to the foreigners for their instant 
obcdieuce. 

There must be no procrastinating delay. Do not oppose.—A special Edict. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Governor of Canton. 

November 29, 1837. 

A RESPECTFUL Address.—Not having had any communication from 
the Co-hong since we. replied to their very unreasonable proposition to pay tlie 
debts of the Hing-tae hong in fifteen years, we are compelled again to address 
your Excellency, and trust that in pressing our claims on your notice, we shall 
not be considered as unnecessarily troublesome. 

In thus urging a settlement, we cannot but allude to the announcement made 
by your Excellency, in conjunction with his Excellence the Fooyuen, that our 
trade may be stopped within a month, and our nation’s Representative expelled; 
and are now come once more to your Excellency in . the hope that you will grant 
us that justice which the laws of China, in such cases, have hitherto given 
Foreigners, anti prevent the adoption of any other measures. 

We entreat an early answer from your Excellency to enable us to commu¬ 
nicate the result to Her Majesty’s Superintendent. 

. . We have, &c., 

Signed by the foreign Creditors of the Hing-tae Hong. 


The Governor of Canton to the Foreign Creditors. 

December 1,Y837. 

TANG, Governor of the Provinces Kwangtuug and Kwaugse, &c., to the 
Senior Hong merchants, for their full inforriiation. 

On the 3rd day, 11th month (30th of November), the foreign merchants, 
Jardine and others, presented the, following address :—[see above.] * 

This coming before ^me, the Governor, I have examined tin* subject. In 
reference to the several sums which the Hing-tae Ilong is indebted to the said 
foreign merchants, orders have, been given for the apprehension'of the said Ilong 
merchant, Yen-Ketseiing, imperatively requiring that he be discovered, and, 
with Yen-Kechang, be, subjected ,to severe punishment. Had they the power 
of repaying their debts, doubtless, they should be, with strictness, compelled 
speedily, to repay them in full. But if it rests on all the Hong merchants to 
determine on p a?ode of. repaying on their behalf, then, there being to each sum 
a creditor, how can these cfeditqrsbeat down, >as to time those on whom the 
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weight of suffering actually falls ? The request made is indeed very fir from 
being reasonable.. tn consideration for them,. I however command, that they 
wait while Tinstruct the Commissioners of Finance and of Justice, to hasten the 
Senior Hong merchants, to come to a speedy determination as to the period to; } . 
be prescribed, and to make representation to me, in order to obtain my final 
decision. It is my special desire that the said foreign merchants should have 
guarantees lo their debts, and also, that in effecting this, the Hong merchants 
should not he utterly ground down, nor hindrance be thereby occasioned to the 
fulfilment of publip duties. 

' • As to the Celestial Empire, in its cherishing tenderness towards men from 
afar, its benevolence is perfect, its justice without a flaw. But the depraved 
foreigners twist awry the laws to subserve their private ends; and have thereby 
drawn down from the Great Emperor reiterated and severe declarations of his 
pleasure, that the receiving-ships should be driven away. Yet, notwithstanding 
this, the Celestial terrors have not at once been displayed; but only the Super¬ 
intendent Elliot has been commanded speedily to send them away, and order 
their return to their country. Js there aught so exalted or so substantial as the 
sacred favour herein manifested ? 

Because the receiving-ships in the outer seas have so long persevered in 
lingering out their stay, I lately limited the said Superintendent to a fixed 
period for faithfully paying obedience to the commands. If he at ill treat them 
with contempt and disregard, it will be in truth difficult, in that case, to extend 
indulgence, and put off the said Superintendent's expulsion. Whether the 
trade shall continue open or not, rests with the Celestial Court to determine, 
and will depend on the line of conduct which all the foreigners may adopt for 
themselves. 

To sum up, I, the Governor, reverently regard the sacred tenderness, and 
in conformity thereto, I carefully maintain the dignity of the government. I 
commit no act of tyriltiuy or oppression. Neither do I seek surreptitiousl'jKO 
gain a name for liberality, 'flic foreign debts shall be fully paid to the Jitter- 
most mite. The receiving-ships shall be with the utmost severity driven /away. 
For each purpose, distinct measures are to be carried through. The two have 
no relation one to the other. . f 

These commands are forthwith issued to the senior Hong nicrcl/ a | 1t . s i How- 
qua and ihvankequa; who, on receipt thereof, arc immediately to;enjoin them 
on the said foreign merchants, for their obedience. Oppose not ’ 1 ^ ese are the 

commands. 

Taoukwang, 17th year, 11th month, 4th day '1st of [ft'cember, 1837.) 


The Foreign Creditors lo the Gove ’ ' Hanlon. 

A RESPECTFUL Address.—We rcce 1Ved on t | 1 . e 2,1,1 instant from the 
Hong merchants, copy of an Edict bearing * 0U1 > <3 ) <c . c y s name, but fear we 
do not exactly understand your Excellency/ 1 1 " eam,l K> 111 as far as our claims 
upon the Hiug-tae Hong are mixed with tranl aC 1 . 0n ~ < ?,. a totally different nature, 
and our trade threatened to be stopped, if CaT am ' I0t clocs not perform what 
wc have no power to insist upon. . . 

Your Excellency’s repeated promises that our debts shall be paid to the 
uttermost mite, have as yet produced us nothir 1 ’ , u , , nios ^ unreasonable pro¬ 
position on the part of the Co-hong, to pay JlU ,, , )ts m fifteen years. The 
usual interest alone, would far exceed the payij Cn . ’ r 10vv ' therefore, can such be 
considered as anything but a flagrant act of ; ™ lunc<! to your Excellency’s 
Edict? \. , 

Your Excellency draws very justly a distil ", 101 ) between the personal treat¬ 
ment that may be due to a fraudulent bankrupt) 111 1 . which should be shown, 
to the sureties; but in the payment of a debt.. 1 )? sure ties take the place of the 
bankrupt in every respect. We arc fir from ls lln & distress the members of 
the Co-hong (already so encumbered), but we” 111 * iemiD “ your Excelleccy of the 
establishment of a fund for the express pur?? e 0 n . le< ffmg such engagements,, 
and which fund, having had no legitimate di 11 ? 0 ? 11 lor t ‘ic past three years, 
while it has been regularly levied on the foreign • e ’ S “9 U '“ ^ovv have accumu¬ 
lated to a Very large sum. But when large a ”) s are annually exacted by the 
various officer) of Government, how is it possib) tr W. can g® on? : y. 
mv ■ ■ • ’■ . 
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We have been involved in these debts by trading with the merchant* 
specially appointed by the Emperor for the avowed purpose of guaranteeing 
foreign debts and guarding them against fraud, and with whom alone we are 
permitted to carry on such business. If now we arc p.ut off from month to 
iijpnth, where is the use of such an appointed set of merchants, and jvhere the 
Celestial justice which, in restricting our trade to a few men, preventing our 
dealing with others, yet refuses either to perform its own engagements, “or to 
compel the Hong merchants to perform theirs ? We may here remark, that the 
only wealthy members of the Co-hong will neither secure ships nor purchase their 
cargoes! * 

We are thus compelled to call most solcmly on your Excellency not to per¬ 
mit the Celestial benevolence and justice to bo thus rendered nugatory, but that 
something more than mere promises and examinations will speedily be carried 
into effect. ' 

Wc have, &c., 

Signed by Iling-tae’s Creditors. 


The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

TANG, Viceroy of Kwangtung, &c., &c., proclaims to the senior Hoik* 
merchants for their full information. ** 

Whereas, on the 18th day of this moon (15th December, 1837\ the foreign 
merchants, Jardine and others, having presented a petition to the following 
effect.— [Here follows a copy of the petition .]—and this coming before me, I 
have accordingly examined, and find, that in the laws of the Heavenly dynasty 
[it is tints written]. “ If a man have received money improperly, (such as 
stolen money, bribes, &t\), lie ought to repay it to its rightful owner, or he may 
be sued, and sent to prison for .six months, if, upon examination, it be found 
that with all his might lie cannot: repay, lie may escape further prosecution', and on 
getting a bond [from his friends] certifying his inability to pay, &e., he may request 
forgiveness of [bis crime,] and such like.” Now, Yeu-Kechang and his brother, 
in owing a debt, having committed a much lighter crime than that of receiving 
bribes or stolen property, and they likewise being entirely unable to repay, it is 
plain, that their time of confinement in prison being expired, they also should be 
able to avoid further prosecution, and likewise sue for, [and obtain] forgiveness I 
But I, the Viceroy, having still-further ordered the Hong merchants to consult 
upon the subject, and to repay the debt in the stead [of the bankrupts], am truly 
looking up to the holy virtue of the Great Emperor as my model, in fostering 
the men from afar, not wishing that the said foreigners should be deprived of 
their capital! This is goodness beyond the laws! truly may it be called the extreme 
of benevolence and justice! How is it, then, that so soon after the receipt of my 
reply [to your last petition] you again come with a mass of words, thus whining 
at and annoying me! If you say that the Ilong merchants who arc to pay the 
debt instead [of the bankrupts] arc in the place of the bankrupts, and as such 
are to be reprimanded for delay, then it is that the Hong merchants arc blamed 
by you for coming forward to pay the debt—so suppose that the Hong merchants 
were to beg of you to excuse them bearing this blame, and on the other hand, 
were to agree together not to pay this debt, I would like to ask yon, whom would 
you go to beg it from ? Oh! gross and ignorant that ye arc, never was there 
stupidity equal to this! 

As to what you say about the Hong merchants having received the Consoo 
fund for three years without lifting arm [to pay any of it out] whether it is 
so or not, the Ilong merchants must state the fact, and if the moody was applied 
for the benefit of the public, or if in [the Consoo Treasury] there is any excess or 
not, stop till the'Judge and Treasurer have examined and reported form y decision. 
As to whether the term or proposal to pay back in shares in fifteen years, be too 
long or not, I again refer to my former Edict, where I urged On the principal 
security merchants, -without cfclay, to consult together in justice, and determine, 
with propVicty. Wait till I get the document from the Judge and Treasurer for 
my investigation. 

K 111 relation to a late petition of the said foreign merchants, because their 
petition contained the words:-—“ Wc have heard that you mean to drive out the 
Superintendent [Elliot] and notl allow the sliips to open their holds, we beg 
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that in your reply yougive ub some information upon this point," therefore, it 
was in order that they might clearly understand my Edict in reply, I proclaimed 
that the two things had no connexion with each other: hut the said foreigners 
having mixed up the two in begging for an answer to their petitions as stated 
above, nojv turn upon roe, the Viceroy, and borrow an excuse [to say that I am] 
contradictory, and [mixing up things] far apart! This is, indeed, the most 
complete perverseness! [impertinence?] 

I again issue this proclamation, and when it reaches the said senior security 
merchants, let them immediately enjoin it upon the said foreign merchants, that 
they may obey accordingly, and let them further command them, not again at 
their own will and pleasure, thus foolishly present [petitions?] 

1, the Viceroy, grasp the laws for rooting up [lit. hoeing up] of vagabonds; 
if they make trials [of authority] with me, I fear it will he difficult to deal lightly 
with them! 

Taoukwang, 17th year, 11th month, 30th day (December 17, 1837.) 


The Judge's and Treasurer's Report respecting Hing-tae's debts. 

WANG, the Judge, and Ah, the Treasurer, issue again their orders for the 
firm and satisfactory arrangement regarding the payment of debts. 

According to the petition of the Hong merchants, they had, after consult¬ 
ing the foreigners, resolved to discharge the whole of Iling-tac’s foreign debts, 
by instalments, within the space of fifteen years. But, as the said foreigners 
were still dissatisfied, and dunned them with the request of shortening the term 
of years, they had, on receiving orders to that effect, called a meeting of all the 
merchants, and now make known, in a clear statement, the result of their 
deliberations. Whilst accommodating themselves to the wishes of the foreigners, 
they agreed and settled to pay, within twelve years, as in the case of the firms of 
Hvvuylung, Ta-ching, Fuhlung, but the foreigners would only admit of five or 
six years, and firmly insisted upon it. 

In examining the settlement of debts owed by former bankrupt houses to 
foreigners, we find that the annual instalments paid were above 200,000 dollars; 
but matters are now not as formerly: there was then the trade of the Company, 
which yielded great profits, and no other instalments wore to be paid. But just, 
now, every merchant has his own private debts, and Hing-tae and Fatqua, more¬ 
over, owe to Government about 400,000 taels; if, therefore, the term of paying 
Hing-tae’s foreign debts is shortened, one will he cared for and the other neglected. 

A statement of Kinglcua’s very heavy debts is now given; and, if matters are to 
be only partially adjusted, whilst, as formerly, additions are made to the said 
Hong’s foreign and public debts, and by repeated requests, brought forward to 
make up deficiencies, the affairs will he more involved, and the whole trade ruined. 

“ Whilst sending in a statement of the terms of years, during which foreign 
debts have been in former years discharged in instalments, wc beseech our supe¬ 
riors graciously to sanction this settlement, and to permit that the debts be paid 
in twelve years; thus, the public and the foreign debts may be equally liquidated; 
and the merchants, at the same time, will be a little relieved, and recover 
strength.” 

Wc, the Sze officers, on receiving this statement, with a list of dividends paid 
in former years, found on examination, that the Celestial dynasty graciously 
permitted foreign barbarians to come to Canton and barter: according to the 
established regulations, they arc permitted to exchange goods with Hong mer¬ 
chants only. * It is incumbent on foreign merchants, at the end of each trading 
season, to jgive in a clear statement to the Hoppo, whether there are any out- 
st'andlnguebts with the Hongs, which is recorded r.s evidence:. If it should 
happen: thut such. 1i Hong fails, the payment of the claims falls uptin the security 
merchants:, but'if no clear statement is forwarded, the payment cannot bo urged 
or answered. V , ■ 

If native merchants*: in defiance of the prohibitions, borrow of, oi lend to, 
foreign traders, and thus enter into clandestine and-illegal connexions, they are 
sentenced accovdin^.to the law, against forming correspondence with foreigners;^ 
and fraudulently bhryowiirg or lending ; the money thus • advanced wit}, after * 
due investigation, be confiscated by Governmeijt. ■ 
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jl«dl829, an-EnjilishjGhitif petjtioneJ fy v the qfttahtyhsnetit of-tradipgj/regrir 
#atiopa. In thafcidocHment vUp ^oquested tljat ,neijfeli > et: a <nKvv 'nor old Hong 
ftaf reliant should pay, the ; debts of other bankrupt Hongs, no matter whether 
sppntractcd with native- or, foreign merchants; but that,every;Hong should pay 
|ts.. own debts; thus the evil of too much trusting the Hong merchants, might be 
eradicated. The officers examined the subject of this Petition, and agreed to it, 
obtaining the sanction of a former Governor in an Edict to that effect, which is 
Pti repprcL. a - - ...... . , . 

The annual account of Hing-tae’s debts was not, according to law, clearly 
stated ; the claims were not brought forward at an early period; but the said 
Houg was allowed to involve itself during the space of seven years, to the 
amount of upwards of 2,320,000 dollars. We are informed that a certain 
foreigner,. Jardine, is a creditor to the amount of 1,7^0,000 dollars and upwards. 
One does not know bow that foreigner, in dealing with Yeo-Kcchang’s younger 
brother, had so much confidence in him that he could give him such an enormous 
credit; thus, year after year, he was silent and said nothing about it. 

If we were to act in conformity to regulations formerly established and 
agreed, upon, no payment ought to be made at present. But now the Hong mer¬ 
chants have, received orders to pay in instalments, and they do their utmost to 
manage things accordingly. On examining the arrangements for clearing the 
accounts, made repeatedly in former years, we find that a term of twelve years 
was agreed upon and sanctioned, to dear the whole amount: thus the period for 
the payment of the debts owing, will not he too long, and a full payment is 
certain. 

The Government officers act thus graciously in imitation of the Great Em¬ 
peror, who cherishes the utmost tenderness towards foreigners, and, considering 
they come in search of gain, will not permit them to suffer the least loss; it is 
only on this account that an alteration is made, and compassion shown by making 
arrangements, if they arc endowed with Celestial goodness, they will instantly 
be imbued with gratitude; and how can they, to the last, harbour in their breasts 
a heart of wood and stone. 

But if they do not accede to receiving payment in twelve years, and still 
wish to urge a term of five or six years for the clearance, one does not know 
what interpretation is to he put upon their conduct; the more so as the amount 
of these foreign debts is ,enorn)ous; and the annual payment in instalments, 
sanctioned in former years, did not exceed-the sum of 200,000 dollars and 
upwards. • 

Now the said merchants are unreasonable, and are wedded to their opinions: 
their minds are therefore grievously perverse. • If the Hong merchants, on this 
account, reverse their former settlement, and refuse to make the payment,: we 
presume to ask where would the said foreign merchants urge their demand, and; 
whom would they prosecute for payment? Therefore, strenuous efforts ought to 
he made for adjusting and settling these claims; and measures be taken to manage 
the matter accordingly. 

We issue at the same time our orders to the said Hong merchants to call a 
meeting of the foreign merchants; to examine into the preceding circumstances, 
and to point out.to them the orders; let them most distinctly acquaint them with 
the commands; and again and again tutor aud guide them, that by a mutual 
understanding, the term of years may he fixed. Moreover, let them send a report 
to us, that we may examine and forward the same. Do not disobey. 

12th moon, 3rd day (29th December, 1837.) 


The Foreign Creditors to the Governor o f Canton . 

December 30, 1837. 

v t:. ,yQHR Efecelteicy ? sf Edifrt of 17th irist.. Iff reply to our .petition of 15th? 
Whs handed to ns by tlm CeriiOr Hong merchants, arid at the s&rittftimc a proposal 
was made to liquidate the debts of the Hing-tae Hong in twelve years—a ^ro- 
positlbrf Unjust, in as'Tary^k'w-UjfCi^ly contrary to the; established practice of 
the Celestial Empire, atid-itlrt^iftfbrprcfation fonrieriGovernors have put upon 
i'll the IhWS Of the'Greaf EmpCfOrv aodmoSt unreasonable in itsfelf, seeing that the 
’usual interest daring* the proposed. p6riod, : would amount toifyice the capital debt: 
~ : i We have most carefully 
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the “fixed laws of the Heavenly .dynasty,” and beg humbly, but firmly, to .state f 
to your Excellency, that the laws quoted are not those applicable to Foreigners— 
which, we need hot point out to your Excellency, are entirely distinct from those 
Taws by which the subjects of the Empire are regulated. 

Tour Excellency’s reasoning upon the liability of the Co-hong, we have;/ 
only to pface in context with the Imperial orders, which distinctly engage that all 
foreign debt* shall lie paid, and your Excellency has been graciously pleased to 
repeat this engagement on the part of Government more than once. Why; then, 
should your Excellency ask us, “ from whom would you recover, should the Idong 
merchants seek uf be preserved from the consequences of thus being, by the laws,' 
pointed out as the securities and compulsory payers of bankrupt Hong debts?” 
The answer is plain and distinct: we lave the Emperor’s repeated promise, as 
well as your Excellency’s, jfcat our claims shall be paid to the uttermost mite. 
The Celestial Empire is our debtor.—The Hong merchants hitherto have been 
the channel of payment, but we look to your Excellency’s making such payment, 
and leaving the mode to be settled as the Celestial justice may deem most, right, it 
not becoming 11 s to point out to your Excellency, the manner by which the empire 
may discharge its debts. 

With regard to the assertion that a Consoo duty lias been levied, for the 
purpose of paying Hong’s debts to foreigners, for three years, without any drain 
for this purpose, it is strictly and positively true; nearly four years have now 
elapsed since any payment to foreigners has been made, and justice requires that 
the sum so collected should he immediately appropriated to this liquidation of 
existing foreign debts. There is no law of the Imperial dynasty warranting the 
appropriation of this tax to any other purpose. 

In conclusion, we must remind your Excellency, that former claims of a 
similar nature have frequently been paid,—this is no new affair. The sums 
formerly paid for a series of years, have been upwards of five lacs of dollars per 
annum ; one year, 1829, indeed the amount approached six and a half lacs of 
dollars ; a similar payment for the next four years would pay all our claims with 
interest; for how, in cutting off so large a proportion from our claims, can your 
Excellency keep your promise to pay us the uttermost mite? 

Trusting your Excellency will spare us the unpleasant task of appealing 
either to the Emperor, or to our own August Sovereign, for the settlement of 
these our just claims on the Chinese Empire, 

We are. &c., 

.Signed by Hing-tae’s Creditors. 


The Governor of Canton’s reply to the Petition of Hing-lae’s Creditors. 

January 6, 1838. 

THE compassion towards foreigners, consists in benevolently making 
arrangements for paying [the capital], but there is no regulation for discharging 
the interest. 

The Celestial dynasty maintains justice to the utmost, and is certainly 
never weary of exhibiting favours. According to previous arrangements made 
by the Hong merchants, the debts of Iling-tae were to be paid .within fifteen 
years. But since this period was somewhat distant, I gave orders for changing 
the term to twelve years, during which time the whole should be cleared. Wait 
then until the Sze [Treasurer and Judge] have been urged to drawupafull 
statement to the Great Emperor, until His Majesty’s pleasure for,my guidance' 
be known. There, is no necessity for making much ado about this matter./ 

' . Carders *re hereby, issued to the Hong merchants, to acquaint . the said 

foreign- mc^h'ant*. jwth my commands, tfyat they may observe, them. Do not/, 
disobev. These are; my orders, aL., ", ' ’ 


* 


V ' Vi 
. ; ‘ V £« 
v* , **3? > 


A Respectful Address, 


%t. Foreign GteditorsMAhe Governor of Co 

rl paoo ■ \ .* /•' V' k •* ■ 


’ ,n V': 


v' V6Hmiion> Match 21/TR38. 


' t _, i SOME of tho^Sabscribers, Briti^,Mer. , bsuib8» addressed yopr 

nearly a year n^^ecBng the lar^ debCdw fo' ua by Hiftg-tae, ?<*««»*** « 
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Ifeltericy has since'given repeated orders for its. parent: but rip to thii time 
we have received no part of it. The Hong Merchants have iudeed proposed to 
pay it off in nine years, beginning tvith next year, which will be ten years from the 
^.adjustment of the accounts; but we cannot consent to such a distant payment. 

; • Besides Hing-tae, your Excellency is aware that there are other Hongs also 
indebted to us, and we have urged the Security Merchants' to arrange tor the 
payment of their debts at the same time, that we may know with whom we may 
trader safely and whom not, and guard, as far as we are able, against loss in 
future. 

We bring our property from a great distance to trade with’this Empire, anti 
we* are compelled by its laws to place it in the hands of a very few Hong Mer¬ 
chants nominated by the Emperor. It cannot be that His Majesty intends that 
they should retain our capital, until it has nearly doubled itself by the accumu* 
lation of interest; and then pay us back only the principal. It may be that 
Hing-tae has dissipated our money ; but how can we ascertain this ? We cannot 
go to his house or village to ascertain if he have secreted any money; and even 
your Excellency’s order has failed to produce him here for examination. 

The Judge and the Treasurer reported (12th Moon, 13th day,) as a reason 
to delay payment of these debts, that matters are not now as formerly; there 
was then the trade Company which yielded great profits. This is true •’ hut our 
profits also are not the Company’s, and we cannot afford to dispense with orir 
trading capital. The payment of the Hong Merchants’ debts, besides, has never 
depended entirely upon their profits, but upon extra duties upon the foreign 
trade, imposed for that purpose, and the Hong Merchants now propose an addi¬ 
tional duty to pay the present debts. Where then is the injustice to them ( It 
seems to us, as to the Judge and Treasurer, that some other system is required 
to meet the exigencies of the present trade; but more for our benefit than for 
the Hong Merchants. As we do not feel competent to discuss the question with 
vour Excellency, we have referred it through Her Majesty’s Chief Superinten¬ 
dent to our own Gracious Sovereign, who will, wc humbly hope, communicate 
upon the subject with your Emperor. 

In the mean time we shall gratefully receive any portion of our claims which 
your Excellency may be pleased to order to be paid, and be prepared to listen to 
the suggestions which the Hong merchants may propose. 

» . (Signed) 

Dent and Co. Eglinton Macjlean and Co. 

Bei.i. an d Co. Fox, Rawson and Co. 

Diuom and Co. W. Henderson. 

J. and W. Cragg and Co. Pro Roar. Wise Holiday aDd Ce„ 

Danish, and Co. Wm. Tuos. Kinsley., ' , 

Gibb, Iuvincton and Ccu ( 


Inclosure 4 in No. 117, 
Captain, Elliot to Mr. Inglis. 


,Sir ' ' Macao, March 27, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter oP the 24th instant, with 

its mclosures,; they shall be transmitted to the Right Honorable the Secretary 
j Sgte^or Foreign Affairs in the course of a few days, one copy by the way 

/; VI feel warranted in assuring the Memorialists that the urgent importance 
: of their, appeal to His Lordship will command his immediate attention) 

. Independently of the large-amount of British Capital actually at stake. 

., (seriously impressive as that reflection undoubtedly,is,), there is a,more extensive 
consideration leading to general conclusions which will probably occasion Her 
.Majesty* Government fafc iflo*e>aiixiety upon the whole;subject; 

I . B w unavoidable inference that the altered manner : in 

upon our side must, reader these grave 
than they .been, till 
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some suitable modification has been made upon the part of«the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment. Neither does it seem to be doubtful that failing such needful adaptation 
of system, the difficulties of adjustment will *be enhanced at each succeeding 
crisis; and that the growing general complication of the Hong merchants’ 
affairs, ancf the utter destruction of confidence in their stability, will inflict, at nci 
distant *date, excessive injury on commercial and financial interests of great' 
moment. 

Mindful of the position of British creditors upon the Hong merchants? 1 
will not proceed to the length of formally calling upon them to decline to accede 
to any period, either yet offered, or likely to be offered for the complete liqui¬ 
dation of their present claims. But at this earliest conjuncture that the subject 
lips been officially drawn under my notice, 1 feel it my duty as the Superin¬ 
tendent of the British Trade, with this Empire, to record my opinion that the 
determination of a just period had better be left open for arrangement between 
the two Governments. 

1 shall beg leave to express my own conviction, that the creditors would 
be taking a sound course both as respects their own, and the permanent interests 
of the Trade, in steadily declining to have any further concern with these matters 
than to receive the whole or such instalments of their claims upon the Chinese 
Government as the Provincial Authorities may think fit to pay. 

Tiffs view is founded upon the best consideration which it has been in my 
power to give to the Correspondence on the Hing-tne Bankruptcy, and upon the 
posture into which circumstances have now fallen upon that subject. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


luclosure 5 iu No. 117. 

Thu Chinese Security Merchants in Canton, and tueir Debts. 

i 

Canton, 1838. 

THE following exposition of the state of the Chinese Hong merchants in 
Canton, is designed to make known in England, what is belb.vcd to he the ill- 
understood conditions upon which the British atul other foreign merchants who 
reside there, conduct their trade, with the hope to interest the public of Great 
Britain, especially the. mercantile part of it, in the case, and to induce Her 
.Majesty’s Government to interpose with the Imperial Government of China, in 
tier to procure payment of certain debts owing by the Ilong merchants to the 
foreigners, which the latter have incurred almost necessarily, under the condi¬ 
tions of the trade. 

.... It must be generally known, that the Chinese Government has prescribed to 
.the foreigu merchants of Canton, to confine their trade solely to twelve or thirteen 
licensed persons called Security or Hong merchants. Jn their collective capacity 
they are commonly called the Co-hong, and they have a place of meeting called 
the Consoo Hall, lor the general purposes of their guild, and their deliberations 
held there, are called in the jargon of Canton, Consoos. They all hold nominal 
rank under their own Government, and they are the actual police magistrates over 
the foreigners, and have been so styled in some of the orders of government, and 
■ in this capacity they arc held amenable for the conduct of the. foreigners. In 
their , mercantile capacity ^hey trade separately j but they are, made mutually 
; responsible, by their own government, for the debts which each may incur, either 
.vvjth, their government for duties, or with foreigners, in prosecution of their ; 
traded .Under tjfe-latter condition, they are at this moment indebted several * 
millions of dollars to the foreigneis, chiefly British, who have repeatedly demanded 
payment of th^if claims, and petitioned the local government of Canton concern- „ 
’»ng them'/4jwti?$ the last ten months. T'lie remonstrances of the claimants have V 
hitherto hid little effect, and it is apprehended that without aid from T^ir own 
.governments, thejjr. debts will either never fie/gaidv ojr else liquidat^^.w/: 
remote a period, as (© amount to a total loss of their immediate tradinfeeamtail^ 
It i? to; procure <j^ thatthe foUpwipgpt^eipepjt, js : drawn mp 
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explain clearly the ’fcircutnstances under which thii’debtis^f the Hotig merchants 
have been incurred, is divided into the following heads. * ' 

*■ 1; The past and present state of the Chincso Hongs, and the relations of 

.the foreign merchants with them. • ' 

"S 2. The altered situation of the British merchants, under the free trade, 
whiclv has deprived them of the means they possessed previously, to recover 
their ehinis. 

£ .The altered circumstances of the Hong merchants, owing to the free 
trade, &nd othfcr causes, which offers them no longer, the same means to meet 
their engagements. * ; 


1 .—The Past and Present state of the Chinese Hongs, and the relations of the 

Foreign Merchants with them. 

So early as the year 1702, we read of an attempt to confine the whole 
foreign commerce of Canton to one individual, who was called “ the Emperor’s 
merchant.” Upon enquiry, two years afterwards, it was ascertained that thjs 
merchant had no goods himself, whilst he debarred others from traffic. The . 
English determined in consequence, not to advance money, upon which the 
Emperor’s merchant agreed to allow other merchants to participate in the trade, 
upon payment to him of nearly 5,000 taels per ship. These others, however, 
showed an equal disposition to Inonopolize the trade which the foreigners con¬ 
tinued to resist with various success, down to 1 720, when the Chinese merchants 
formed themselves into a Co-hong, for the purpose of agreeing upon the prices 
at which they should sell their goods. The British supracargoes refused to trade 
with the Chinese monopolists, and remonstrated upon the subject with the Vice¬ 
roy, who undertook to abolish the Co-hong. It would appear that the practice 
of making two Chinese merchants security for each foreign ship, hud arisen con- . 
currently with the Co-hong, and the English supracargoes continued to protest, >' 
against the one and the other, down to 1754, at which time they gained no other) 
satisfaction, than the assurance “ that any deficiency of duties upon a ship, would 
be levied upon the whole body of Hong merchants,”—the Co-hong, in fact,' 
instead of upon the paiticular securities. A few years after, (25th year of Keeu- 
Iung.) a series of. Imperial’Edicts were promulgated, to re-establish and confirm 
the Co-hong, in consequence of a petition from the Security merchants to the 
Viceroy, claiming, that the trade carried on with foreigners, “ ought of right lo 
be their sole province.” The East India Company’s records state, .’hat at this 
time, there were only ten Security merchants, of whom half were of no consider¬ 
ation, or dependent upon the others. “ The substance of either the Securif*/ 
merchants, or the shopmen,” says the records, “ is little known, and if it were so 
it might probably appear in favour of the shopmen.” The supracargoes appr' 
bending that the edicts would “ open a way to a monopoly which must cnhrtr 
destroy commerce,” opposed the Co-hong, to the utmost of their power, an 
eventually effected an apparent dissolution of it, as appears by the Viceroy’s edit 
of February, 1771. 1 he head Hong merchant, I’atmkhequa, claimed the men 

of achieving this measure, and represented that it cost him 100,000 taels (ahou 
30,01)CM. sterling,) which the East India Company’s supracargoes repaid him 
but the dissolution of the Co-hong appears to have been nominal only, for in 1777, 
a mandate appeared which declared, that the foreign trade could only be con-' 
ducted with the ten Hongs, and the system of Security merchants, with slight 
variation in ttie ’huinber of the Hongs, has continued ever since. 

' • ■ The first notice. \Ve find of debts owing by a security merchant to-foreig¬ 
ners* occurs in 1 !??*, when Scuiiqiia, a Hong merchant, became bankrupt; and 
, *his affairs were submitted ,lo the investigation of the Mandarins. 'JPlie foreign 
Y creditors petitioned the^Viceroy and' Hoppo upon the subject, which led to an 
arrangement for paying off the debt, as it then stood, amounting to'260,672 
dollar^ without interest, by, ten annual instalments. The amouhtbfone only of 
• -ithm'tj^^imeati^.hbwe^br^was realized in the three following yearsj and-the 
I'rlmtt^er-ofith^idebt War worked 'iii'Khe large claims of which mention will be 
^ndde^^hmediately.' A recantation’ was made to the Court of Directors iii 
1779i Concerning dm? : cwiiig by the Chinese/merchants; to British 
Subi'e^in China,‘kmounting "to 1*000,000 stcrliHg* and. tlj$X!burte consented to 



allovv their Snpweargbes in Canton to endeavour to effect an adjustment. No 
part of this debt Was owing to the East India Company, but all to private traders, 
or other parties, and chiefly for money 'loaned to the Chinese at a high rate or 
interest. After investigating the claims, the Select Committee of the East India 
Company,’® Factory declared, that of the 4,000,000 dollars alleged debts, not 
more than 1,078,070 dollars appeared to have been received by the Chinese in 
goods or cash; the balance was accumulated interest: one claim alone hjd 
grown in this way, from 9,009 taels to 81,900 dollars. Some of the bonds 
outstanding were for more than triple the principal, and the names on them 
quite illegible ; on some the original sum lent had been paid ; yet, by accumu¬ 
lated interest, the bonds were still outstanding to a large amount. Some of the 
bonds, however, were for goods. 

The Select Committee seem to have entered upon the task of demanding 
payment of the claims with considerable reluctance, from apprehension that their 
liquidation would embarrass the solvent Ilongs, and occasion the imposition of 
further burthens upon the Company’s trade. 

The Chinese merchants, who become indebted to their Government for 
duties, and are declared bankrupt in consequence, are liable under their laws, to 
be punished'by banishment. There appear to have been only eight Hongs at 
this time, of which four were in the above predicament, and the Committee 
feared that the banishment of those four would reduce the rest to a close mono¬ 
poly. The difficulties attending the claims protracted their settlement, until 
some of the creditors, who resided at Madras, •made representations upon the 
subject to the Government of that Presidency, and to Sir Edward Vernon, the 
Admiral on the station, in consequence of which the latter sent on the Sea-hor.se 
frigate to China. 

Captain Panton, the Commander, on his arrival at Canton, proceeded, con¬ 
trary to the advice of the Select Commit tee, hut in conformity with his orders, to 
deliver in person the letter from the Admiral to the Viceroy, of which he was 
(the hearer, and to urge payment of the claims. It appeared, in the course of 
the negoeiations and discussions which followed, that the Imperial Edicts of the 
twenty-tilth year of the reign of Kccnlung had based the foreign trade upon a 
system of mutual security. The shopkeepers, for example, who were allowed to 
sell certain articles only to foreigners, were hound to ship them off through the 
Hong of a security merchant; and every series of five shopkeepers became joint-, 
security to a Hong merchant for payment of the duties in their trade. The 
Hong merchants were, in turn, hound mutually to the Government, for the 
I duties owing by them individually, and also for their respective debts incurred by 
their legitimate trade to the foreigners, for which the Government became 
-guarantee. Hut'the Emperor, at the same time, prohibited the foreigners to 

money upon interest to the Chinese merchants, and ordered all such loans, 
be confiscated, and the borrowers to be declared criminal. As the Co.Hong, 
^‘•Wished by the Edicts, had subsequently (4771) been nominally dissolved at 
- foreigners’ request, it now became a question, how far the system of mutual 
|Hirity was still applicable to foreigners, and if it were,, how far they had reason to 
beet debts to be paid of the nature of those described above, which bad been 
icurred in direct opposition to the Imperial mandate. Captain Panton was able 
• effect nothing on his first visit; but he went to Madras, and returned again to 
Jhina; whilst, during his absence, frequent communications took place between 
lie creditors, the Select Committee,, and the civil authorities of Canton; who had 
lately submitted the case to the Emperor: The debts on the 31st December, .1779, 
with tlni accumulation of interest, were as follows 


Qwihgliy the Hong toeiclianf 


Dollars:V 
Yngshaw 1,354,713*' 

Cbqua . 1,151,299 5 

Seunqua •' 

Kewshaw ' 

Munqutt .V Hi, 1121? 

Conqua. >-’81,944 


Under 208 bonds 



. ir. tu*y’ 

ers,,uuder ftirt^ane bondir. 


,4iH 


3i802;587 • 

494v0f%1h . . 

_l_ -4* 
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• Tlie Emperor’s will was communicated by ^jpT.’iyidcfpy ^if Canfjcfn to 
Captain Panton, in his second visit, in October, 1.- Tt refei/ed to the former 
Edicts respecting loans of money bo the Hong merchaots. aitd described several 
of the above debts as coming under this head, and being, moreover, made up of 
Usurious interest. Others, as Coqua and Sennqna’s, were-owing by men long 
since bankrupt, upon whose debts there could be no accumulation of interest 
alio.vejl It finally selected Vngshaw and Kewslmw’s debts as the only ones 
entitled l^o consideration, on the grouud that these parlies acknowledged to have 
received to the,extent of 136,700 and 16f>,600 taels respectively in money, in 
the 23rd year of Keenlung, prior to the Edicts of the *2f>th year.’ One-half only 
of their accumulated debt, in December, 1779, was therefore ordered to be 
paid, namely tiOO.OOO taels in ten annual instalments of 60,000 each. The 
distinction of bond debts, and trading debts, is distinctly preserved in the rc-ply, 
by which the mutual guarantee system is tacitly admitted to be still in force, and 
we shall sec that it Iras been acted upon ever since. The mode of paying the 
debts ivas not prescribed by the Emperor, but left to the local officers of 
Canton, between whom and the llong merchants it was arranged, the following 
year, to impose a duty of 1 tael and 2 mace per pecul, upon green tea, 6 mace, 2 . 
candarin upon black tea, and (i per cent, upon raw silk. 

The condition of the Ilongs is thus described in the East India Company’s* 
Factory Records, in the beginning of 1780. 

“ Coqua is entirely ruined.. 

“ Seunqua’s brother was declared a bankrupt in 1774, and the Mandarins 
undertook to settle his debts with the English. According to their decision, the 
Hong still owes about 222,000 dollars. * 

“ Kevvshaw is much involved. 

“Yngsluiw’s debt amounts, by his own account, to nearly a million of 
dollars. Yet he still does business, but no confidence can be placed in him. 

“Chowqua and Shykiuqua are, wc believe, very clear of debts, and are 
people of property. 

“ Munqua owes a great deal, but is not supposed to be in immediate 
distress. 


“ Fuankhequa’s debts to the English do not amount to more than 80,000 
dollars ; with a little management, he is the merchant most to be depended on. 

“These merchants,” the Committee add, “have been ruined in part by 
their own vanity and extravagance. Money became so plenty here, and was 
offered to them with so seeming, a liberality, that they could not withstand the 
temptation of borrowing it; but, although much may have been expended by 
their vain and expensive way of living, the greatest part has, we believe, 
been extorted from them by the oppression of the Mandarins.” , 

By the Hoppo’s order of the 17th April, 1782, the following five new Hong 
were established, viz.: Sinqua, Gewqua, Pinqua, Secqua and Secnshaw, an 
two extra Hongs were contemplated. Exchin and Sinchong. But the tie*. 
Hong merchants arc described to be forced into the business, and to be men of 
no substance. . The old Hong merchants refused to be security for them, and the 
five new were ordered to .be mutual security for each other. In the following 
year we find the following recorded by the Select Committee. “ Yog-haw and 
Kewshaw are on the point of being seut into banishment. Coqua’s Hong is long 
before bankrupt; Scunqtia’s nearly in.the same situation, and Munqua too much 
embarrassed to be of any consequence ; so that the whole trade is in a manner / 
confined to Puankhequa, Shykiuqua andChowqnn, ami the new Hongs.” In 
allusion to the settlement of the debts, we find the following remark, which is 
worthy of attention. “It seems to be an established maxim amongst the 
Mandarins at .this place, to djscourage, as much as possible, all applications to 
the’Emperor, both ap they may prove dangerous to their pcrspris and derogatory 
their corisequenee: except in circumstances that-cannot be concealed, as in the 
case ofCaptaihPanton,; without whose interference, we‘.are Veil assured, no 
. representation from the creditor^ or any other body of men, coi/td ever have 
; reachedjtjje court’, Much.less cqn we expect the assistance of the Hoppo, through 
whom ftyjprM: necessarily pass.in .the fiisst instance. ' 

No instnnee qf debt*'.Hong merchants after the foregoing, are 
'^fouml ^.gntil’, 17$$,’ when’ ciatsai^faii tbo security merchantmans, chiefly put in 
P«pfet:s, were’paid in one yeaf by the Co-hong, under hrders front Govern¬ 
ment, am&iotingto 300,000 taels^. In 1796, Shykinqua had become heavily 
the EaatJifhukGoiuiiiihif’s Factory, which,: however, held, jsesuritv,* 
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apparently in mortgage, to the extent of 280,000 taels. The Co-hong purchased 
the security, and the balance of the debt, amounting to 000,000 taels, was paid 
by six annual instalments. • . ' 

In 1793, according to Milburn, there were twelve Hongs, ami in 1808 
fourteen^ viz.: 

Puankhequa, Ponqua, Manhop, Fatqua, 

Mowqua, Gnewqua, Pooncqua, Fonqua. 

Puiqua, Consequa, I.yqua, 

Chunqua, Kxehin, - Kinqua, 

Of the eight Hongs spoken of by the Select Committee as in existence in - 
1780, we find in 1808, only Puankhequa, and none of the new Hongs, said to 
have been established in 1782,-except Excliin. As a I long-merchant is never 
allowed to forsake his calling during his life, and his son or relation is always 
made to succeed him, and there is besides some pride in keeping up the name of 
a Hong, we may suppose that all the other Ilongs of 1790 had become extinct 
through bankruptcy. 

In 1810, the Select Committee had to enforce payment by the Co-hong, of 
debts owing by Cnewquaaml Goqua, amounting to 1,400,000 taels, which were 
arranged for liquidation in ten vears, and the former’s final dividend was paid in 
March, 1821. In 1813, debts owing almost entirely to private British traders or 
others were recorded against five Hongs, including the above Goqua, as lollows : 
Consequa 822,809 

Excliin.. . . 820,610 

Manhop . . . . 9 . . . 1,237,681 

Pooncqua . . . . * . . • 741,147 

Goqua. 341,953 

Dollars . 3,964,197 

An attempt was made, on this occasion, by four of the solvent Hongs, to 
monopolize the whole business, which was evaded by the Select Committee obtain¬ 
ing permission for the five bankrupt Hongs to continue their business under a 
trust-deed, and the following minute was entered in their records on the occasion. 

“• 'I’he European creditors of the Hongs, Consequa. Excliin, Manhop, Pco- 
neqon, and Goqua, have at length come to a conclusive arrangement respecting 
the debts due by those merchants, and have resolved to await the payment of their 
claims by such profits as may arise from the commerce carried on by the Ilongs, 
in preference to making any application to Government for the payment of their 
debts, and which, of course, would occasion those Ilongs being declared bank¬ 
rupts. With the exception of Consequa and Goqua, whose debts to the Com¬ 
pany arc not considerable, these Hongs have cleared off their debt with the Com¬ 
pany, and all have a balance to receive this season, when all the teas are 
delivered.” 

In 1821. wo find the following memorandum in the books of a private cre¬ 
ditor. “ If the liquidation of these merchants’ (Excliin, Manhop, and Poonequa) 
debts, were to proceed merely in the same ratio that they have done for the last 
eight years, the creditors must see at once the necessity of an appeal to Govern¬ 
ment, taking all chance of the issue; hut hopes arc held out of a more rigid sys¬ 
tem of management being observed than hitherto, and the merchants being sub¬ 
jected to fewer demands on them.” 

Manhop’s final dividend, however, was paid in December, 1823, and Exchin’s 
in March, 1826. The others are accounted for in the following list of insolvencies 
recorded subsequently—which was recently laid before the Chamber of Commerce 
.in.Canton. . 

CONSEQUA died insolvent in 1823, dollars. . dollars. dollars. 

owing foreign debts . . .’ 171,091 Drs. 8,090 

PACQUA toiled about .1823 to . . 

18&4 . . . . 671,463 do. 132,407 . 

POOMQUA died insolvent in 1827 122,211. 410. 226,905 

MANHOP failed iij 1828 . . , 1,125,5^ do. ."385,148 

CHUN QUA failed'in 1829, owing ’ ;v : '/ . 

869,763 dollars less proceeds of his Hong 

property • *290,570 57^,193 do, ; ‘4lj226 

Drs. 2,669*496 Drs.; 793,836 
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Paid as follows: 

Foreign. 

Duties. 

Total in each 


dollars. 

dollars. 

dollars. 

In 1825 

34,218 

(5,300 

40,578 

„ 182(5 

34,218 

129,337 

103,555 

,, 1827 

1(5(5,777 

4,858 

171,035 

,, 1828 

207,51(5 

104,0(52 

372,178 

,, 1829 

40(5,9(52 

241,897 

0 18,859 

„ 1830 

3(52,(518 

19(5,548 

559,100 

„ 1831 

321,882 

8,948 

330,830 

,, 1832 

378,435 

38.9.45 

417,400 

„ 1833 

378,435 

2,201 

380,090 

1834 

378,435 


3.78, F55 

Add portion of Cliun- 
qua’s debts liquidated 
from llong property 

2,609,49(5 

290,570 

793,830 

3,403,332 


2,90(),U00 Total foreign debts in ten years. 

“ Consequa died insolvent in the Autumn of 1 820, owing foreigners 
J 71,091 Spanish Dollars. 

“ 11 is foreign creditors made incessant, demands for the settlement of their 
claim, which the Co-hong, at length, with the sanction of Government, arranged 
for payment in live annual instalments. Hut the amount being small, the 
foreigners insisted on a shorter period being fixed, and a party of them in the 
autumn of 1824, presented a petition at the City Gate, where tlicv were deter¬ 
mined to remain till better terms were granted. They maintained their post 
liming the whole of one night, and till midnight of the second, when Llowipia, 
after vaiious misneecssful attempts to drive them away by intimidation, expressed 
his readiness to agree to whatever terms might, he demanded. On which the 
foreigners consented to receive payment in three annual instalment >, in lieu of 
five as fixed by the Government. 

“ J’aequo, Hong merchant, had for several years been in a tottering con¬ 
dition, and various compromises had been made of his debts, from time to time, 
notwithstanding which, however, they continued comtantly on the increase. 
And after a protracted negotiation, the Hong was finally broken in IS Jo, and he 
himself banished to Hie; for which destination, however, he dees not appear to 
have started till 1N28. His debts, then adjusted, amounted to fi? I,-Kid,do 
Spanish, dollars. 

“ 11 is death at Ele was noticed in the Canton Newspaper three or four 
years ago. 

“ l’oonqua, Hong merchant, died insolvent in January, ls‘27, owing to 
foreigners 122,210,80 dollars, which were agreed to he paid by the Co-hong, in 
three annual instalments, commencing in February, 1828. 

“ Manhop, llong merchant, failed early in 1828, say in January, after 
having been several months in a very tottering condition, llis debts to foreigners 
amounted to 1,125,538 Spanish dollars. Petitions for a settlement were imme¬ 
diately presented, which however was not arranged till December, 1828. l u 
February, 1829, the lirst dividend of one-sixth was paid, and the whole completed 
in six instalments in February, 18.24. 

“ Chunqua, Hong merchant, failed in 1829—the senior partner having 
retired to Nankin, carrying olF all the property in charge of the llong, which 
lie left, in debt, under the management of a stupid younger brother, llis debts 
to foreigners amounted to 8(59,792,82 dollars. The first petition fof a settlement 
was in September, 1829. The subject was pressed on the Government and 
Hong merchants during the whole of 1820. It was not, however, tilt March 10, 
1831, that the first dividend was paid of twenty-three per Vent., 198,]50,29 
dollars. In July, 11 \ per cent., 99,075,10 dollars, both arising from the Hong 
property. In February, 1832, 190,845,(i f dollars. Tn 1833, 190,845,94 dollars. 
In 1834,” 790,845,(54 dollars. 'Total 809,702,32 dollars, the three last from the 
Consoo fund.” 

The nature of the above debts will be explained by the fact, that bonds or 
chops, as they arc commonly called in Canton, were lodged by private individuals 
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i:i ;he bands of’ one lum.-c of’ agency to the atnomit of' 7-l(!,000 dollars on the 
I't January, 182 1, ;li bearing interest at rates of 10 to l."> jH’r cent. 

Tin: whole of tlic-e hoods were liquidated, prior lo tlie* expiration of the 
F.ast India Company’s eiiarlir. No other failure has occurred since Chunqua, 
( \t ep; Fatijn.i, who <iwed nothing; to foreigners, hut was indebted for (lovernment 
duties, *i<»i- liicli his I loop; v.as Hosed and ho himself pul in prison, where lie 
died l.e I ’,!.n. until 11 ingl.ie’s bankruptcy, whieli is the more particularean.se 
and subject of this publication. * 

In the hi giceuig of l w ‘>7 tin re were thirteen Ilonas, viz : 

I hfw qua 11 in"Inf, S-imqua, 

MoW(|U i, Mingqua, Kwanqua, ! Foola-j 

I’uanichcqwa. Saotpia, Lmnqua, 

(h'lpia. 1’imhoiqua, Takqua. 

i\ ingqu.i. 

Of these, I luwqua's Hong is I he .o.ioe a- Puiqua H i i*- hrolher j mentioned in 1S08. 
Muuquu, IhiaukhvijUn, < letpia, arc sous of the i lung merchants of that date, and 
the old Kingqua died a few muniIi-. ,ig<>. The acting members of Ifmwpiaand 
l'mmkhcqu i‘s :nv both wealthy men, hut tiny do little or no busines-i 

direct!, with l’i>!eiguer... th'.jua's lion;, 1 ; F eltar of it, former embarrassments 
and doing hu.-miexs ; -ts i iho lev.<pia, wlio is limu-u r, still in debt, Kingqua 
oa- newer moused emli.ir: as-ment;. of’ohl standing. Mingqua Saotpia, Sannpia, 
and Foota-, are Hongs of rhonl live to nine years' standing, and doing aetive 
busino;... I’unhoitpia. f,uv.iqu au l Takqua, are all nearly or entirely extinct for 
want of credit. 

IL : n:;t '.e -wspeiided paynie-l towards the end ol JT’ti, and a petition was 
sent h\ fl.rciynvr.; to the Vieeo'v, to demand payment of Ins debt,-’ in the April 
following. A fi r some defiv’em;■ lit I ee w,;-appoint cd, consist ing of i b< three 
senior Hong merchants and three fcea ignors, to examine the claims which were 
put in at 7,7>s,7t s dollai-, and were e>. cut nail y passed bv 1 he (‘ommiice ill 
2,2!il hi 1 ) dn!!.:i'-: ih.e amouin c■ 11 1■ ii 1 < d h--ing ehiefly surehnrpi s tin- interest. or 
nil :diui! i ■ d ehim- ter had good- ; hut the wb ile of the debts appeared to have 
incurred in . el uni legitimate trade. 

Tie;-.., w . s avail i i ferred to llie Vicerey, and lias si nee- been repeatedly 
; rgrd on hie ; who lias engaged lb.il " tie. d-bts ahall lie paid to the uttermost 
mite .lu.hci, ! I’Ve ember, ! n.'! 7,I .and has enjoined tie; linn:; mire-hail's to 
i>;;d,e ;u - ian.•e'lients for that purpose. They pm posed to pay the claims by 
in:;.alr.:e:iis’, beginning iii the shipping season, of 1 st;{S and F'vS;i, at. fust in 
twenty \oat«, then iu fifteen, and lust ly in nine years. The c laimaints, 
however, have not only objected to such a distant liquidation of the debt, with- 
emt interest, hilt they have required that Kingqua shall also he included in any 
arrangement that is made, whose debts to foreigners arc said to amount to about 
one million of dollars. This Hong has long been considered insolvent ; hut the 
foreigners have forborne to press their claims out of respect to the late father of 
the family, an old man of eighty years of age, for whose sake it was hoped his 
countrymen would find the means to carry on the llong, and not expose him to 
the penalty and disgrace of a public bankruptcy. Since his death, which, as 
before noticed, occurred a few months ago, it has become necessary to put in the 
claims against, the Hong. This is the mure requisite, as it is understood that in 
some of the (Amsoos or consultations of the Hong merchants, legal difficulties 
have been started to making any private arrangements through the Co-hong for 
payment of the debts, without the sanction of (Jovcrnment. The question is, 
however, still under consideration by the Hong merchants, and propositions have 
been made amongst themselves to impose additional duties on articles of trade 
with the foreigners to liquidate all the claims; but it seems doubtful whether in 
the presept state of trade they have either the power or the will to proceed 
further without an order from the Emperor, and .still more doubtful if the 
Ihitisli claimants-have the means to bring the matter, with hopes of favourable 
notice, to the attention of His Majesty. 

It may be here noticed that accusations were made against Shykingqua in 
I 7‘Jfi, and afterwards against Clumqua in 1829, of having abstracted large sums of 
money from their Hongs for their family use, which was never brought to account 
u!’ their a.-sels. The same accusation is now made against lliugtae by his own 
countrymen, the truth of which the foreigners hayc no means of ascertaining, 

Mowqua’s elder brother is said to have been mulcted some hundred 



thousand tae ls for indulging his vanity in an illegal attempt to exalt his father’s 
njamc by posthumous honours; and both Jhnvqua and Timpia are known to 
have expended very large sums to obtain their sou’s promotion in the public 
Service. The vanity of raising their families into consideration is. indeid, tin. 
only inducement that can he imagined, for men to heroine I long morclupiK. 

It must also lie noticed, that a nominal limd, called the “('onsoo I'mid.'’ 
is said iO have been formerly instituted by the aid of certain duties upon 
foreign? ommercr, in order, as -ome .suppose, to pn\ ol! the debts mvma hv the 
Co-hong to lorcienet's; hut it is stated in Lord \iacai liu-v \ iii-dructiuns to have 
arisen in a measure Jrom demands In the bmpeior on die merchants, to support 
liis wars, &c., audit was one olijeel ol tlie Linen V cmba-"\ to enquire into the 
’fund. The Court of Directors gave orders also m lb(>7. *o remonstrate against 
it, and attempts have several times been made ter ciiquki into el anti abolish it; 
we have seen that a date was laid on Chinese staples m !I, with the J hippo's 
sanction, to ]iay tlie Co-hong's duties, and similar duties have been imposed 
since, and are, without doubt, collected on some -neb prelixts to this day; 
hut there seems no reason to Inbev e that such duiie- have ever been funded. 
As the foreigners lan e never been consulted as to the mode of lev y mg this 
fund, supposing it. to exist, nor had anv contain I over !l< appropriation, they 
can in no way he responsible for its misapplication, and I In y ought not In sutler 
for any lailure in its means to liquidate their claims or anv other demands 
upon it. 

It must turther he noticed that the Lmpei or’s Ed if i of 17sg, w inch ordered 
the bankrupt merchant's debts to be partlv paid, <k sired certain Aland,iriii.s 
to be appointed, through whom future dealings belwiin tlu; (oreigneis and the 
(longs are to he. carried on, to prevent miner debt.-, being eeiiiracied by ihe 
latter. The Uoppo aceoidmglv appointed one ot his subordinates to .super- 
inti, nd 1 lie delibi rations oi tlie (.'(•-bong, and to fix tlie prices ol exports and 
impoi!s ; .iml this otiiccr. Wei Yin n, aetuallv sv t in committee with tlie principal 
I long merchants, and if was lie who fixed the extra duties to pay tlie debts. 
This practice appvars soon to have fallen into disuse. 

1‘Vom the loixgoiiig hi: tory ol the. I longs, we deduce, that the conditions 
under wlueli foreigners have traded in China for the last itiy y i ais, at least, 
are.— 

That the Chinese C.ivernment gives them no benefit of the laws not 
institutions under which its own subjects live; but that they are subjected to a 
body of men, called security 'merchants, who hold nominal rank from the 
Emperor, and who are a pec uliar police for the eonlioul of foreigners and their 
trade. 

'That tin: Chinese Government gives no pay to the seem ity merchants fm 
performing this ollice, hut rcc ompeiiscs them by a monopoly in the lmvigu trade 
of all the great staples ol foreign commerce. 

That to recompense the foreigners for the disadvantages ol their situation, 
the Government guarantees to them the payment of the debts winch they must 
unavoidably incur in such a limited trade. 

II these deductions be correct, it rests, as a matter of course, with the 
Chinese Government, so Jong as it shall he pleased to preserve the Hong 
system, to find the proper men to become security merchants and to devise 
the means to pay the debts which those merchants shall contract. Had the debts 
of 1780 arisen out of the above condition of trade. Captain I’an ton would cer¬ 
tainly have been justified in insisting upon their immediate payment, or, at all 
events, that interest should lie paid upon them until liquidated; and it is pro¬ 
bable that his demand, if duly supported, would have been complied with, and be¬ 
come the precedent for similar transactions in future, 'i he Emperor of China 
may be pleased to lop off the interest, or to wipe olf the half, or any"portion of 
debts incurred under the above conditions, and the foreign creditors, il unsup¬ 
ported by their own Governments, have nothing for it but to submit. But then- 
right to the whole remains the came, unless it can he shown tliaf the debts are 
fraudulent or the interest usurious. Any evasion of the condition which leaves 
the foreigners’capital in the hafuls of the Chinese Government monopoly for its 
benefit, whether for one year or for twenty, is clearly an infraction of the Empe¬ 
ror’s pledge. It may not have suited the East India Company to work out the 
correct principle, because the debts were in almost all cases due to persons whose 
interests they have admitted to be opposed to their own. Former creditors may, 
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moreover, have been content to compromise tlieir claims, for reasons vve shall pre¬ 
sently show; but their reasons do not apply to the creditors of the Hongs in 1838, 
nor would the latter admit them, if their objections were likely to be heard in any 
quarter. 


2.—The altered situation of (he British Merchants under the free-trade which has 

deprived them of the means they possessed previously to recover their ctaints. 

It has been shown, in the previous section, that in none of the cases which 
established the precedents for the payment of the Co-hong debts, were any part of 
those debts owing to the East India Company. They were due to British mer-. 
chants in India, to the supraeargocs and officers of the East India Company’s 
service, and to other parties who furnished capital to the Ilong merchants with 
which the latter conducted the Company’s trade. These loans to the Hongs bore 
various rates of interest from twelve to twenty per cent., and the calculation of 
many of the parties who loaned was, that if a Hong in which they placed their 
money should last seven years at the first rate of interest, or four at the last, they 
doubled their capital by compound interest. Should the Hong break at the end 
of these respective periods, and the doubled capital be recovered seven years after 
in the one ease, or four in the other, after the day of bankruptcy, they were still 
as well off as if their original capital had been the longest period of fourteen years 
in the English funds at five per cent, interest. The chances were, of course, 
very much iu their favour ; because, in addition to the possible stability of the 
Hongs, they had the means of transferring their bonds whenever they desired to 
withdraw their money, and few of them at the time of settlement in 1780 were 
in the first holders’ hands. 

When a Hong did break the East India Company’s Factory were ready to 
fight the battle to bring about a settlement of the claims, and tlieir dealings with 
the security merchants afforded them the ready means to receive and distribute 
the dividends. For although it was not the interest of the East India Company to 
push the claims beyond what was barely necessary to satisfy the creditors, it was 
entirely their interest to regulate the payments which the clamour of the creditors 
rendered unavoidable. The Select Committee desired to maintain the Hongs in 
the most effective state in order to preserve as much competition as possible 
amongst the Chinese, and prevent too close a monopoly by the Co-hong. They 
even went so far, in one case, as to advance the bond-money to the creditors on the 
security of the solvent Hongs. 

The solvent Hongs, on the other hand, were always too ready to buy up the 
debts of the bankrupts, where they had the means, to secure the lapsed shares of 
the Company’s business. 

The creditors of Jlingtae’s Hong have none of these advantages, and their 
claims which appear in every case to be balances of actual transactions of trade, 
have all, or nearly all, originated since the opening of the trade; nor has 
interest been charged in any ease, apparently, above the market rate of twelve 
per cent. 

Here it is necessary to digress, to show how certain acts of the British 
Government have tended to involve the British merchants in Canton with the 
Chinese, at the vdry time when they were taking from them the means to recover 
their money. Those acts were:—the permission to the East India Company to 
continue an agency in China, for the purpose of passing their funds from India 
to England; the retension of the stock of tea in England in the East India 
Company’s hands after the expiration of their charter; and the sudden, and to 
the merchants in China, unknown alteration of the tea duty in 1836. The effect 
of the first of these causes may easily be made apparent. The currency of 
Canton is ..confined to the old Spanish' Carolus ant\ Ferdinand dollars, which, 
being no longer coined, are becoming scarce every where. The expedients 
devised to obviate a restricted currency, occasion about a fifth part only of the 
mercantile transactions of the place to be exchanged by actual cash payments. 
The whole foreign exports and imports of Canton, amount together to about 
sixty millions of dollars, and taking this as the amount of exchangeable property, a 
fifth, or 12,000,000 dollars, only is required for cash transactions. But as the same 
dollar may be made to perform more than one payment in a day, and the absence 
of banks occasions every one to keep unemployed money in his chest for emer- 



gency, we may safely suppose tliat the average actual circulation amongst the 
foreigners and the Chinese with whom they deal, is not more than five millions 
’of dollars. Nearly two millions,* or one-third at least of this amount, is sup¬ 
posed to have been locked up in the treasury of the East India Company’s agents', 
for several mouths prior to the few last weeks, and it is now in the act of being 
poured into circulation by means of their advances upon goods. The public 
prints which we have lately received from England, teem with complaints against 
tlib ]J;> lk of England, for the sudden expansions or contractions of its issues by 
half a million ora million sterling upon its own circulation of sixteen or eighteen 
millions. What, then, must he the effect of the sudden expansion or contraction 
of our circulation, by one-third of its whole amount? Hut the evil of the East 
India Company’s agency, which we have particularly in view, occurred on the 
opening of the China trade, concurrently with the mischief occasioned by the 
retention of the East India Company’s stock of tea. II' upon the expiration of 
their monopoly, their teas in England had been thrown at once into the market, 
the price would of course have been depressed, and they would have passed at 
the low rates, into the hands generally of those who were about to engage iti the 
China trade. A corresponding depression in price had necessarily followed in 
Canton, which would in turn have occasioned diminished production. ’The 
temporary vacuum in the trading capital of the place, in consequence of the 
cessation of the East India Company’s trade, had they left no agency, would have 
allowed little competition, and. the India cotton and home manufactuies might 
easily have been bartered for the low priced staples of China, which would then 
have been a safe remittance to Europe. The retention of the East India Com¬ 
pany’s stock of tea in their hands, on the contrary, by maintaining high prices at 
first in England, brought, speculators into the Canton market to whom the 
East. India Company’s agency afforded the means to buy teas over the 
heads of the resident merchants, the holders of goods. The Hong merchants 
took the money in preference to goods, and tempted by the high prices of teas, 
they sent it up the country to increase the production for the following year. In 
proportion as the Chinj.se staples were raised in price, so were the foreign imports 
depressed. Competition forced them, however, into the market, and the readiest 
buyers were the neediest llong merchants, who puichased them at long credits 
to resell them immediately aiming their own countrymen for cash. Such part 
of the imports as were sold by the resident merchants in this way form, 
perhaps, in many eases, the claims now under consideration. Other imports were 
bartered for teas at the prevailing high prices, which being shipped to England, 
came into contact with the East India Company’s heavy stock ; and, in one case, 
with the unexpected alteration in the tea duty, by which they incurred losses of 
from twenty to fifty per cent. The loss occasioned by the duty was aggravated 
too, in some cases, by the capricious valuation of the teas. Documents were for¬ 
mally attested before the Chief Superintendent last season, and forwarded to 
England to prove, that Boliea tea which had been contracted for and supplied by 
the same Hong merchant in the same chop name, but shipped to two different 
ports in England, was at one called Hohea, and at the other Congo, and the 
duties, before the equalization, levied accordingly. 

It must he remembered that the foreigner in Canton, has not the same 
choice in his dealings as merchants in other places. He has barely the ordinary 
exercise of prudence. He can sell the bulk of his goods, cotton for instance, 
to one of four or five parties only;’ lie lias no warehouse to stow it in; no means 
to ensure it against fine. I laving once landed merchandize, he can get no return 
of the duty paid on it. and cannot therefore reship it, whatever be the state of the 
market. There may be no alternative, but to sell it to men of dubious credit, or 
to barter it for other goods of dubious out turn in the market they are sent to. 
Under such circumstances, it can be no matter of surprise, that nearly every 
foreign house of agency in Canton is implicated more or less’ with the bankrupt 
Hongs, and all alike helpless, apparently, in obtaining payment of their debts. 

Another circumstance of the foreign trade may be alludotl to under this 
head, not as applicable to the present engagements of the foreigners with the 
Hong merchants; but as very likely to influence them materially hereafter; which 
is, the probably altered character of the opium trade. 

This drug, which forms about three-fifths of the whole British imports into 
China, has hitherto been kept; out of the Hong merchants’ hands, and has been 
the principal means of enabling the free traders to endure the burdens upon the 
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legal trade. The rapidly increasing introduction of this article into Chino, not 
called for by urgent demand on the part of the Chinese, but impelled by our 
fiscal measures in India, threatens to vex and alarm the Chinese Government 
beyond endurance. Their recent attempts to check it, have only tended to 
reniove*tlie smuggling of the drug from one place to another. The consequence 
is, that upon tiic eastern coast of China, where an occasional vessel only 
appeared ten years ago, there have lately been as many as sixteen or eighteqp at 
one time, and some of them are stationary there. • 

I ho contraband trade at W hampoa too, which the Government succeeded in 
stopping eighteen years ago, when only 5,000 chests of opium were imported, has 
recommenced there now, when the importation is -50,000 chests and upwards. 
It is impossible to predict the result of such a trade; but none other can so 
easily be imagined, as the legal admission of the drug into port, which has 
already been proposed to the Government by some of its own officers. An over¬ 
ture was even made, it was said, last year, to the Hong merchants to undertake 
the trade. If these merchants are unable to conduct the large commerce which 
is already passed through their Hongs, as the facts adduced in this publication 
will, it is supposed, make it appear likely to be the case, what must be the effect 
upon them of the sudden participation of the valuable traffic in opium, which has 
always been the source hitherto, both in India and China, of very hazardous 
speculation ? The consequence must be, accelerated ruin to themselves, and 
heavy losses to those concerned with them. It is quite in the course of probable 
events, therefore, that the legal traffic in opium may one day bring more serious 
calamity to the British merchants in India and China who are engaged in it, than 
the whole power of the Chinese Empire, apparently, is now able to inflict upon 
the contiaband trade. 


3 .—The altered circumstances of llie Hong Merchants, owing to the Free-Trade, 

and. other causes, which afford them no longer the same means to meet their 

engagements. 

ALL the reasons which the Select Committee assigned for the ruin of the 
Hong merchants in 1780, are true to the letter ‘and applicable at present: in 
addition to which it is obvious that the evils arising out of the sudden opening of 
the British trade, which has been shown to affect the foreigners, must in turn, 
when the reaction arrives, injure the Chinese. They have, accordingly, been 
heavy sufferers by the low price of their staples which has prevailed for the few 
last months, and are consequently many of them in no condition to pay the debts 
which they had previously contracted. 

The insolvent merchant Hingtae is the son of a respectable goldsmith who 
kept a shop in the neighbourhood of the foreign factories, in which he amassed 
perhaps 50,000 or 60,000 dollars to bequeath to his sons at his death. On 
occasion of a demand for new security merchants, in 1828 and 1829, Hingtae, a 
mere hoy, and his brothers set up a Hong. In the course of the few years inter¬ 
vening between that time and his bankruptcy, he contrived for a while to transact 
a fourth or fifth of the whole legal foreign trade at Canton. 

This Hong may be taken, with some exceptions, as a type of the origin- of 
the Security merchants. With little capital and often with quite insufficient 
talent and experience to conduct an extensive trade, can it be surprising if they 
either close their career early, or else buy their experience at a cost, which 
embarrasses them during the remainder of their lives, and their children after 
them. Thq result of the experience of the two oldest and wealthiest partners of 
the existing Hongs, Ilowqua, and Tinqua, [acting partner of the Puankhcqua 
Hong] hag been, to induce them to withdraw for many years past, even during 
the Company’s pharter, from nearly all direct dealing in imports with the free¬ 
traders. Thjs of itself tended to throw llic greater portion of those transactions 
into the hands of the weaker and now bankrupt Hongs. If the majority of the 
Security merchants has become insolvent, as we have seen to be the case, whilst 
sharing in the profitable business of the East Iitdia Company, and supported by 
their influence, what may now be their fate, when opposed to the keen compe¬ 
tition and activity of free-trade ? If they were ruined in great part before, by 
the extortions of the Mandarins, as the Select Committee supposed in 1780, and 
as has been,constantly asserted since j how are they now to supply the ever active 
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cravings of those officers? It remains to be shovyn what the demands upon them 
arc on this score. 

• The greatest infliction upon them, of this order, is the Hoppo, or Com¬ 
missioner of Customs. This officer, on taking charge of his office, is said to be 
often encumbered with debt himself; and as his possession of the office is limited 
to a few years, it is his object to accnmulateas much money as he can within that 
period. r Hic payment of foreign claims upon the Ilongs is quite adverse to his 
interest,^because it takes so much from his squeezable material; but for any 
thing else he gains by their insolvency, inasmuch as it begets the necessity of 
new ^Security merchants, for licensing each of which, he exacts^ it is said, a 
douceur of 30,000 to 50,000 dollars, according to the means of the applicant 
wjio has to pay, besides, about 30,000 more to subordinate Mandarins. In 
addition to the Ilongs of last year, the present Hoppo h;.s lately licensed two 
others, projected by men of no capital nor credit, and lie is thought to have 
actually received a part of the fees which must have been advanced by other 
parties to the speculation. The Viceroy, however, ashamed apparently at the 
transaction, would not permit the Hongs to be opened. One of the prominent 
parties concerned in them was known to the foreigners as “ Torn, the bird-man,’’ 
from his previous dealings in singing birds : another was a,tradesman, respectable 
in character, but, as lias since been proved, a bankrupt, and his stock in trade, 
valued, it is said, at about 10,000 dollars, lias been seized by one of his foreign 
creditors. 

Besides the. frequent demands which the Hoppo and other Mandarins 
exact from the security merchants in the shape of presents, and under 
similar pretexts; the first officer calls upon them, in the name of the 
Emperor, for extraordinary contributions on occasion of wars and insur¬ 
rections, the irruption of the Yellow River or similar accidents, in addition 
to a standing tax of 10,000 taels per annum, in the name of the Imperial 
Ginseng monopoly. There is a requisition upon them at present for 00,000 
taels on account of the Thibet war of 1x26. The contribution was demanded 
in this year ; hut it appears that they have hitherto fought it off by the pica 
of poverty, it is now ordered to bo paid by ten annual instalments, begin¬ 
ning with next year. They have likewise a Government claim upon them 
for the duties owing by the insolvent Hong Eatqua, amounting, accord¬ 
ing to the Hong merchants’ own account, to 300,000 taels, which is to be 
paid in two years, commencing with the present. The Hoppo anxious, no 
doubt, to get the start of the foreign claimants, has lately demanded of the 
security merchants to pay Falqua's whole debt immediately, and also that 
they contribute three years of the Ginseng tax, or 30,000 taels, by antici¬ 
pation, under pretext of an Imperial Order. 

The claims upon the Hongs then, not including the Chinese creditors, 
who are numerous, but who cannot be paid until] the Government and the 
foreigners, for whom the Government,is security, arc satisfied, may be esti¬ 
mated as follows:— 

Due to Foreigners. For Duties. Total. 

Hingtae. debts . . . . 2,261,439 100,000 2,361,439 

Kinqua do. estimated at “ . . 1,000,000 240,000 1,240,000 

Fatqua do. 300,000, I. E. equiva¬ 
lent to. 418,000 418,000 

The Thibet war, 600,000 taels equi¬ 
valent to. 830,000 

Three years quota for Ginseng, taels, 

30,000 . 40,000 

Dollars 3,261,439 758,000 4,889,439 


The above array of figures, in concurrence with the facts previously 
detailed, will make it appear hopeless, it is presumed, to most apprehensions, 
that the Co-hung, under existing circumstances, will be able to pay its debts 
within agy period which, if interest be not added, will not be equivalent to - 
the foreign merchant to the total loss of his trading capital. Some new 
machinery is required in the Chinese commercial system to meet the exigen¬ 
cies of the British free-trade, and especially to liquidate .the; first debts 
incurred, wider that free-trade, and establish the precedent for similar emer¬ 
gencies in future. ' w .. . * 
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If the British merchants, aided' nb : fongtV by the weight -*of tiKt^as 
India Company's.influence, are unable'to gaiii thfcir just demand*»<fcIit-oiugh 
■ the ordinary channels of settlement- with their creditors,-it is not ter'be sup¬ 
posed that they will be able, single-handed; to put any other instrumentality 
inaction; and Her Majesty’s Superintendents, like all other foreign, autho¬ 
rities in China, however good their intentions, arc as yet utterly powerless 
to assist them. 


RECAPITULATION. 

i ' . . 

Before proceeding to show how the British Government may aid-its 
subjects in China, it may be useful to recapitulate the preceding facts, and 
supply a few omissions to impress upon the mind of the reader. 

That the debts now owing by the Hong merchants are a bond fi.de transfer, 
so long as they continue unpaid, of three millions of dollars of capital frdm.the 
foreigners, chiefly British merchants, to the Chinese. 

That these debts are not the result of speculation upon a high rate of interest, 
but are incurred almost necessarily by the conditions of the ordinary trade—and 
that another condition of that trade is, that such debts shall be repaid under the 
Imperial guarantee. 

That the debts being an abstraction from their trading capital, and net a 
chosen investment of money, the foreign mercjiants have no longer the induce¬ 
ment to consent to a protracted payment of their claims, which former creditors 
had; nor if they had, could they now put the same faith in the fulfilment of the 
compromise. 

That the British merchants who have succeeded to the hast India Company, 
not possessing the advantages of that body’s monopoly, and consequent identity 
of interest and unity of action, arc neither in the position to avoid incurring the 
debts, nor to recover them when made; and that the organs of Her Majesty’s 
Government in China have not as yet possessed the means to acquire moral 
weight wiih the local authorities, or llong merchants, to replace the commercial 
influence of the East India Company’s factory. 

That whilst deprived of the East India Company’s influence, but still 
opposed to a monopoly on the part of the Chinese, the foreigners have had to 
compete, so far as tea is concerned, with the worst effect of a Government 
monopoly in England, viz.: a heavy stock in the hands of parties not personally 
interested in its disposal; and, in one case, with an unlooked-for and arbitrary 
change in the duties, having to the British merchant in China all the effect 
of an ex post facto law. That these results have, further, been attended with 
the introduction of the East India Company’s funds into Canton,'in a manner to 
occasion violent derangement in the currency, and consequent fluctuation in 
prices. . - 

That the above circumstances of the free trade have equally injured: the 
Chinese merchants, and involved them in losses which have reflected upon the 
British merchant, in the shape of the debts now in question, and are likely, if no 
change occur, to lead to others hereafter. 

That the British merchant in China has no choice but to trade with the 
llong merchants, in the bulk of both exports and imports, excepting opium, He 
has, moreover, with few exceptions, no warehouses in which to store his goods, 
nor, consequently, the means to ensure them against fire or fraud, nor to enforce 
his contracts and engagements for them, with the Chinese. 

That he has no choice in the nomination of the security merchants, with 
whom he is compelled to trade, nor means to ascertain the amount of their capital. 
He has' still less means to know, if {hat capital be applied to the purposes of 
trade, or if it be abstracted for the demands of the extravangances, or for the 
aggrandizement of the Hong merchants’ families. 

That the new Hongs commence their career with the payment of a tax to 
the Hoppo and other Mandarins, of 60,000 to 80,000 dollars, which in most cases 
must absorb their whole capital, and compel,them to borrow either from the 
foreigners, or from their own countrymen. 

That new duties have been levied from time to time, under pretext of 
paying the debts of foreigners; but that those duties are not discontinued after 
the. necessity for them ceases, and the foreigners have no means to ascertain if 





UKy are funded for the discharge of future debts, or appropriated to the use of 
the Hong merchants or the Mandarins. 

*, That the foreigners are even compelled often to advance those duties 
fpr the Hoppo will not grant a port-clearance for a ship about to leave the port, 
until the duties upon her inward cargo are paid, which it is the proper business, 
according to the custom of the place, for the security merchant te do; not 
even when the goods arc unsold, and the state of the market, may keep them on 
h&nt^for months. But as the so-called security merchants are not obliged to 
secure ships, the two wealthiest seldom or never do, and the duty falls oftener, in 
consequence, to the poor 1 longs. It constantly happens, therefore, that the 
departure of a vessel is delayed, because the security merchant cannot pay the 
duties upon her cargo; and as most vessels are consigned to one party only, and 
her cargo to many, it becomes a matter of contention, who is to advance the 
duties for the security merchants, and the consignee of the ship is of course 
obliged to yield. The sums, which we hove seen to be due to Government by 
the Hongs, arc, therefore, chiefly on account of export duties and amount, pro 
tanlo , to a remission of duties upon their own staples, at the expense of the foreign 
imports. 

That when goods are once landed, they cannot be reshipped exc ept upon 
payment of the whole import duty again, in the shape of export duty; how¬ 
ever bad the market may have become in the meanwhile, or however doubtful 
the credit of the Hong may have become, in which the goods arc deposited. 


The aid required from the British Govern meat. 

It is at all times easier to point out grievances and abuses, than to 
devise a remedy for them; and this is peculiarly the case with regard to 
the foreign trade in China. The remoteness of Canton front the seat of 
Government, renders it impossible to the foreigners to ascertain the policy 
of the Imperial Government with respect to the foreign trade, or to know 
if the acts of the local authorities spring immediately from that, policy, or 
if they arc merely the suggestions of their own self-interest or caprice. 

Either from one or other cause, the foreigners arc. no doubt, subjected 
to many annoyances in carrying on their commerce, some of which have 
already been submitted to the British Government, and remedies have been 
proposed, involving questions attended with remote consequences, which 
it does not fall within the province of this enquiry to enter into, its 
object is limited to obtaining payment of the debts owing to British 
merchants by the Chinese, and guaranteed by the Chinese Government, • 
and to lessen the risk, if possible, of incurring similar responsibilities 
in future. 

These debts constitute a transfer of British capital to the Chinese 
Hong merchants, of about 3,000,000 of dollars, which the creditors require, 
surely not unreasonably, to be repaid within that, time in which that 
capital would double itself by compound interest at the usual market rate 
of twelve percent., which time is about six years. Whereas, the Chinese 
propose to liquidate the debts in nine years, beginning with next year; 
which, in the case of llingtae, would he ten and a half years from the date 
of adjustment of account, and" a still longer time in the case of Kiugqua. 
The British Government may interpose its authorit y w ith the Emperor of 
China to obtain earlier payment of llingtae s debts without fear, it is 
conceived, of compromising itself, since a committee of Foreigners and 
Hong merchants, appointed by mutual consent, has examined and 
authenticated the debts, and the Viceroy of Canton lias declared officially, 
that they shall be paiit to the uttermost mite; but. without specifying a 
period for the liquidation. The demand for payment o£ the debts, within 
a given time, may be met by the Chinese Government jyith precedents 
of former protracted liquidations of debts; but we conceive, that the 
justier* of their being paid within the time specified above will be found 
unquestionable. But, ever* if the counter objections of the Chinese, or 
motives of policy, render it inconvenient to the British Government to 
insist upon a definite period of payment for debts already contracted, it is. 
humbly submitted, that both policy and regard for the welfare of the 



British subjects in China demand that a definite, if not immediate, payment, 
shall be required for debts which the Hong merchants shall be found ; t<», 

* owe in future. This alone would be a considerable boon to the foreigners; 
irt Canton, and possibly also to the Hong merchants themselves, by 
shielding them awhile from the extortions of the Mandarins, and from the, 
liabilities*which the solvent Hongs become exposed to, by having-, needy, 
and incompetent persons thrust into their corporation. . 

Respect for European international law, as well as common justices, 
may also render it expedient to the British Government to dictate to the 
Emperor of China, if it have the power, the regulations under which the 
commerce of his empire with foreigners shall he conducted; but it may 
surely require of him lo respect and enforce the rules he has himself laid 
down, He has prescribed to the foreigners to trade with the security 
merchants only who arc nominated by himself or by his delegates; and, 
in so doing, lie tacitly engages for their capability and proper conduct. 
It is for him to lake care that the foreigners’capital, which passes through 
the security merchants' hands, be not diverted from its proper use, either 
by the folly of those parties, or by the extortions of his own officers. 
This duty will, it is conceived, be indirectly but prcssingly enforced upon 
him, by the British Government insisting upon the debts being paid 
immediately, which the culpability of his officers assist in forming. The 
more demand will, at the same time, accelerate, the payment of the debt, 
sustained, as we believe it to be, by both right ami reason; and it may 
easily be made in such a way as to compromise the British Government 
in no ulterior measures, whilst it may also be readily made tiic basis of 
further requisition, if it be deemed advisable. 

Although accidental circumstances of trade have, in some instances, 
as at present, conduced to the debts of the Hongs, it. will be seen 
throughout the preceding pages, that the exactions of thclloppo and other 
Mandarins, arc tho principal absorbents of the capital of the security 
merchants, and, through them, of that of the foreigners. 

Their extortions are the necessary and understood consequence of 
their small salaries. This state of things belongs to most governments, 

{ jcrhaps, in a certain stage of their career, and no effectual change in it 
)v foreign interference can be foreshown short of reform, amounting 
almost to a revolution in the government. 

So long as this practice exists, any treaty or tariff made with the 
Chinese Government will always be evaded or misdirected, like the 
supposed Consoo Fund, unless watched over iryessantly, and checked by 
•some more powerful controul than is possessed at present by the British 
Superintendent or any foreign Consul in China. But tire lirm and decided 
demand of the British Government for the immediate payment of money 
owing to its subjects, which may otherwise be diverted by tho rapacity of 
the Mandarins, may ensure the temporary exertion, at least, of the ^ 
Emperor’s power to restrain their extortion. 

The alternative may suggest itself to the Emperor, of abolishing the 
Co-hong system altogether, and this, if it led to unrestricted competition 
amongst the Chinese merchants, would be. perhaps, the happiest result 
which could be expected; but caution will be required in admitting the . 
proposition. If the Co-hong be abolished’, the Hoppo's office must be 
remodelled, and a host of subordinates, who belong to the system, should 
fall with it, else the evil will be shifted merely, and not eradicated. The 
exactions of the Mandarins would follow the free-traders as grievously as 
it now does the Hong merchants, and the foreigners would have lost the 
only check they now have on those exactions,--the necessity of the Hong 
debts being repaid. t 

The abolition of the Co-hong would he totally ineffectual also, unless 
attended by a better system of collecting the Customs duties, and the 
general acquisition by foreigners of warehouses, in which to store their 
goods; but to obtain the warehouses, will requirp cither that their residence 
be permitted beyond the precincts of the present foreign factories, or else 
that tlie factories be considerably enlarged. 

To the first plan, the Chinese Government seems to have an almost 



objection, rind the value of the property in the neighbourhood 
pf the factories;, beyond what is necessary for mere residence, would make 
the last so expensive, that, if gained, it will almost certainly impose 
additional duties upon the trade. The only middle course which seems to 
present itself, is one which has been talked of amongst the Chinese them¬ 
selves, that two or more of the existing Hongs be constituted custom and 
bonded warehouses, through which all foreign imports shall be passed, 
and pay duty according to a fixed tariff Yet these, if under the controul 
of the Chinese Mandarins, would only subject the foreigners to the petty 
vexations and delays by the underlings of Government, which the Hong 
merchants and their assistants now encounter. 

This objection might be obviated by the British merchants having a 
common warehouse of their own, and under their own controul, through 
which the goods should pass, ami duty be paid, and a manifest handed to 
the Mandarins for their satisfaction, attested by the British Superintendent, 
or some similar plan. These suggestions, however, are not intended to 
dictate any particular course to the British Government, but only in the 
hope to draw its attention to the unprotected situation of British subjects 
in China, and to point out the assistance which may most readily be 
afforded, and will, at the present moment, be most gratefully received. 

The preceding statements cannot better be concluded, perhaps, than 
by the paragraph already quoted from the records of the East India 
Company’s Committee in 1783, viz.:— 

“ It seems to be an established maxim amongst the Mandarins at this 
place, to discourage, as much as possible, all applications to the Emperor, 
both as they may prove dangerous to their persons and derogatory to 
their consequence| except in circumstances that cannot be concealed, as 
in the case of Captain Panton, without whose interference, we arc well 
assured, no representation from the creditors or any other body of men 
could ever have reached the Court, much less can we expect the assistance 
of the lloppo, through whom it must necessarily pass in the first 
instance.” 

Canton, February 19, J8I3S. 


No. 118. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 31, 1838 ) 

My Lord, Macao, April 2, 1838. 

I HAVE now the honour to resume the subject of my Despatch of ‘29th 
March, of this year. 

It is remarked in the fourth paragraph of the Memorial submitted iu that 
communication that the debts owing by the Co-Hong either to the Government 
or to foreigners have never been paid entirely out of their own resources, but 
chiefly by means of duties levied upon the staples of the foreign trade, as the 
Hong merchants propose to liquidate those actually in question. “Such 
duties,” the memorialists continue, “ once imposed, appear never to have been 
taken off when the first occasion for them lias ceased.” 

I would take the liberty to draw your Lordship’s attention to this place, as 
perhaps needing some few words of more full explanation. , 

Whilst there can he little doubt that the previous part of the exposition is 
accurate, it must not he inferred that each occasion of embarrassment amongst 
the Hong merchants has been accompanied by additional duties, for that has not 
been the case. . 

Connected with this subject, T would beg to observe that the notice the 
Memorialists have taken in the same paragraph, (the 4th,) of the charge for what 
is commonly called “ Consoo fund,” is correct as far as it goes. 

But it will perhaps he desired that some more copious information should 
he furnished on this point, the more so as it has been generally supposed that 
the charge was originally created with the express sanction of the Government, 
for the special purpose of forming a fund to meet the foreign debts. 
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There is'no evMertctf, however/that the Chinese Government hasevwC. 
recognised such a fund, and it is almost certain that no reserve of money Jh&s • 
over been in existence for such an object. * . * 

The charge tv as imposed in 17?'.), as the terms themselves signify, foe.. 
“ Hong use,” in other words, to meet all common demands against the Co-Hong/ 
whether for foreign debts or for the evictions of tiie Government. It was then 
settled as a charge of‘I per cent, on certain specified articles estimated at a fixed . 
value; and it seems to have been raised at different times to 4, 5, and*fi * 
per cent., and inijeed, I find upon one occasion a complaint in the public con* 
siiltations, (181.1—14.) that it then amounted to upwards of 7 per cent. . ■ > 

Although the charge lias never been regularly collected and funded, an 
amount fluctuating between 3 and 7 per cent, has always remained a permanent > 
burden on the trade, because, allowance is constantly made for it in the price of • 
the liable merchandize, each Hong merchant paying up whatever proportion may 
be necessary to meet the particular exigencies of’ the year, and the difference 
remaining to himself as profit. 

1 should add, that this particular business is managed exclusively by the 
the three senior Hong Merchants, so that very little is known about the average 
amount raised, and indeed beyond the great probability that the proceeds are 
subject to gross misappropriation, nothing further can be safely advanced con¬ 
cerning the matter. 

The Consoo charge presents, no doubt, a subject of just remonstrance; but 
the liability of the Chinese Government for these Hong debts rests upon different 
and much stronger grounds. 

By the law of the empire, all the foreign trade must pass through the hands 
of certain native merchants appointed under the special authority of the 
Emperor, and thence arises a plain national guarantee, for their stability; 
neither can it be denied, that this principle had always been recognised and 
acted upon. 

I believe 1 may turn now to other considerations. 

The inaptitude of the ancient mode of carrying on this trade upon the part 
of the Chinese, under the circumstance of our own entire change of system, is 
so obvious, and the mischief already created and impending so extensive, that I 
am relieved from any necessity of troubling your Lordship at length upon those, 
topics. 

The. mode of effecting some suitable modification, is a subject claiming 
attentive inquiry, and I trust l shall be excused for submitting my thoughts 
upon that point. > 

In my own judgment, it would be best to coittine the first proceedings upon 
the part, of Her Majesty’s Government in this case to a simple demand lor the 
money due to British merchants, unaccompanied by any proposals or conditions 
on that or any other topic, and without specification of any period of time. 
This, I would srtbmit, should be made at the point, and in the manner suggested 
in my Despatch of November I1837. 

It would no doubt be met by reference to former cases of bankruptcy; and 
then, it seems to me it should at once he declared, that the altered state of cir* 
cumstances rendered previous arrangements, with respect to time, inapplicable, 
and impossible of admission; and that, if the Chinese Government were not 
prepared to assent to that doctrine, it would only remain for the Commissioner 
to abide where he was till he could receive further instructions from England. 

I have submitted this course, my Lord, because I think it affords the befit 
hope of peacefully and successfully carrying any effectual mollification of the 
present condjtiou of circumstances: si state of things, comprising not merely 
the grave difficulties which form the immediate ground for this Despatch, but 
others of aVmich more critical character, exposing this commerce to imminent 
risks of disastrous interruption, that may probably need extensive and hazardous 
interference atjio distant date. . • 

On the present occasion 1 would submit that we should place ourselves in a 
position from which they will bo exceedingly anxious peaceably to induce us 
lo remove; and violent efforts to dislodge a Commissioner from the British 
Crown, tilt his just, demands are satisfied, are most improbable of occurrence or 
might be justly resisted, if they were attempted. 

/ When it is found that this Officer courteously declines continued negociation, 
{till further instructions can arrive from England,) immediately that the first 



inter-point is negatived - , and when* it is observed that lie is calmly and. con- 
tenteMlv preparing himself for a sojourn of many months’ duration on the coast;... 
lam without doubt, that such a* prospect would move the Ghiueso Govern-,., 
tnent out of its own impracticable humour, into .one, of a more complying 
description. . 

To every attempt of the Chinese Officers to draw from pur own some 
prbpoaui or scheme of adjustment leading to the. departure, of the ships, l would 
respectfc.lly submit he should be instructed to reply, that be came there to 
demand the just debts of the British merchants; that it remained for these 
Honorable. Officers to explain when and,how they should ha paid; that as soon 
as they would make any proposals on those points, winch it consisted . with his 
duty to accept, he would not fail to acknowledge the communication in suitable 
terms ; that his business was to listen deferentially to what was signified to him, 
not to'wuhniit propositions to the Court of China; and finally, till any arrange¬ 
ments were suggested, to which he had authority to accede, that silence upon 
his part would be the surest mode of avoiding misconception and irritation. 

As soon as the Commissioner had succeeded in drawing from the Chinese 
such a proposal for the adjustment of these claims, as Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment rimy direct him to accept, hut. not before ; 1 think it would conduce to 
the best consequence if he were ordered to put forward a statement to the 
following effect. 

That whilst Her Majesty’s Go\ eminent had no pretension to dictate any 
modification of system to this |£inpirc, it was strongly felt that the present 
regulations were inadequate to the altered state of things on our side ; that there 
was too muc h reason to believe grievances of the present nature nuiT be con¬ 
stantly recurring, that there were no means aflonlcd to the Officer at Canton to 
draw these under His Imperial Majesty’s gracious consideration, that the distance 
to our own country was long, that it could not he hoped distressed and impatient 
men would always refrain from making hazardous attempts to press their 
complaints, just and unjust, on the Court at Peking, till they could cither he 
rejected or submitted by Her Majesty's commands iu a sure manner, and with 
due regard to the Imperial dignity ; and lastly, that these and many other urgent 
considerations, had led to the determination the Commissioner should remain on 
the spot to maintain secure and becoming publje communications, and to 
prevent serious cause of dispute between the two nations. 

Whilst things remained in their present footing, it might he reasoned in 
conclusion. His Imperial Majesty would desire that the benefit of his gracious 
dispositions, and when matters were so disposed that these objects and the 
preservation of a good understanding could he otherwise secured, the Com¬ 
missioner was instructed to return to his own country, 

1 abstain from adverting to the schemes of modification suggested in Mr. 
Inglis's paper, or indeed in any other 1 have ever chanced to see on the same 
subject; because. I am afraid it will always he enough to ensure the defeat of 
any proposal, that it comes from our side. . 

We are quite unable, my Lord, to estimate the force of those various 
topics, arising, as well from policy as a rooted and extravagant, sense of highest 
human supremacy, which have always influenced this Government in its policy, 
with respect to the European powers. And it really seems to he next to impos¬ 
sible that the Emperor should evep he peaceably induced to accept a string of 
propositions coming from our side ; at all events, till other circumstances have 
vastly changed the nature of our relations with this empire. Indeed, I believe 
i«. is no exaggeration to sav, that they would rather we should take much more 
than is ever likely to be asked (wholly unsought of them) than yield anything 
whatever to our formal demands. 

But with this intense eagerness to save the appearances of/lignity, at 
almost any risk, there certainly subsists an anxious desire to avoid hazardous 
disputes with the European Governments; above all, with thaf of Her Majesty. 

All these considerations, my Lord, (and I am afraid they liave been very 
imperfectly expressed,) lead me to the conclusion that, to shape our course, and 
systematically to persevere in it,«in such a way as will cast, the undivided task of 
proposition on the Chinese Government, is a policy which is deserving of your 
Lordship’s attention. 



There is strong reason to support the hope that they would propose th® 
removal of a, distasteful and disquieting state of things with Her Majesty^® 
.Government, by the offer of more extensive modifications than any that hare 
ever yet been contemplated. 

v I have, &c., 

* CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


No. 111). 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston,—(ReceivedDecember 1, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, April 18, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship a copy of certain regu¬ 
lations, which I found it necessary to establish at the commencement of the 
closing busy season, for the better preservation of the peace on board the 
British shipping at Whampoa. I have refrained from doing so till the end of 
the season, in order that I might he able to report how far they have fulfilled 
the purpose in view. 

The immediate circumstance which led to this measure was a dangerous 
disturbance on board the ship Abercromhy Robertson, at Whampoa, in the end 
of the month of September last, in which the Commander and officers had 
been obliged to arm themselves for their own protection, and for the sup¬ 
pression of the disorder. 

An officer was immediately despatched to me at Canton, to report the 
state of the ship, and to request [ would furnish my assistance in the restora¬ 
tion of a state of due subordination. 

On my arrival, 1 found that the disturbance had arisen in the following 
manner :—A seaman had been adjudged, for some misconduct, to receive two 
dozen lashes, by a species of Court of Inquiry, held upon him by the order of 
the Commander—a mode of proceeding that seems to have been usual in the 
Company's late Maritime Service, to which the Ship and the Captain formerly 
belonged. 

When the man was seized up, the crew had rushed in and forcibly 
rescued him ; and the Commander informed me, that although he felt he could 
have defeated the attempt, still it could not have been done without blood¬ 
shed ; and as l was at Canton at the time, he preferred to leave things in 
their present condition, and to report the facts for my future disposal. 

Having examined the papers, and satisfied myself of the misconduct of 
the man, 1 felt that it was immediately necessary to assert the authority of 
the Commander over a crew consisting of about a hundred people; ami I 
therefore desired the sailor .to submit himself to ttye punishment which had 
been ordered. 

He took refuge amongst the crew, hut I followed him, and having taken 
him out from amongst them, caused him to be seized up. 

I then explained to the seamen, that *a combined and violent effort to 
resist the authority of the Commander was a felonious offence; that they 
were labouring under a dangerous misconception, in believing they were 
justified in such proceedings by reason of his ordering the infliction of cor¬ 
poral punishment, or upon any other pretext, and that their single lawful 
mode of redress, in the case of illegal or excessive punishment, was to be 
sought in the courts of justice. 

The measure I had adopted, and this representation, had the effect of 
subduing the bad spirit of the people, and drawing from them proper expres¬ 
sions of regret for their misconduct. I gladly availed myself of such a reason, 
for casting off the seaman without the infiictiop of the punishment; and after 
some fmiher exhortation, I had the satisfaction of leaving the ship in a state 
of perfect quiet and subordination, in which she continued during her further 
stay in this country. . • * . 



r f? Most serious disturbances, however, had been frequent on this point; 
artd therefore, on my return to Canton, I drew up the accompanying Memo¬ 
randum, furnishing it to the Commanders of Ships as they arrived, in order • 
that it might be read, in the event of need. 

Your Lordship is aware, that the Ships in the Country Service are man¬ 
ned by-Lascars, with whose language and customs the Commanders of Ships 
in the Home Trade have no familiarity ; and this was the reason which led 
me tb appoint the Senior Commander in the Country Service to superintend 
the general police of that portion of the fleet at Whampoa. 

The Inclosure No. 3 is the copy of a letter I addressed to the Senior Com¬ 
mander at Whampoa, requesting him to bear in mind that it was only intended 
he should interpose, when invited, for the preservation^of the peace. 1 took 
this precaution, in order that there might be up unnecessary interference on 
his part, in the management of the Ships’ Companies, by their respective 
Commanders. 

The lnelosures Nos. 4 and 5 explain the single case of disorder, and the 
proceedings iaken upon it (except the one already mentioned), which has 
occurred during this season; so that I may now satisfactorily report to your 
Lordship, that these arrangements have been attended with the best effects. 

I trust it will be considered, that I was justified in taking the particular 
occasion in question to establish these regulations. Every season since the 
opening of the trade had been marked by constant scenes of disgraceful and 
dangerous riot at Whampoa, and 4 ny own personal attention could not at all 
times be given without public inconvenience. 

One of the gentlemen who had filled the station of Senior Commander at 
Whampoa, represented tome, in a private shape, that in the Company’s time 
the Senior Commander received a sum of £500 each season, as a compensation 
for the performance of duties of this description, which lie justly remarked 
were both responsible and disagreeable. 

1 replied, that I need hardly tell him I had no authority to make any 
allowance at all upon such grounds, beyond the mere payment of expense 
actually incurred; and that it was tube considered that the connexion be¬ 
tween the Company and their. Commanders was strictly one of master and 
servant, so that the sum of £500 was given as a general remuneration, not for 
any particular service. 

No relation of the kind existed between Her Majesty’s officers here and 
the Commanders of ships visiting China, and it would be remembered that, 
according to our law and customs, station devolved many unpaid duties o» 
individuals, more particularly duties having in view the preservation of the 
public peace. 

I remarked at the same time that I would move your Lordship to authorize 
the payment of some honorary remuneration to the gentlemen upon whom 
this task devolved : that is to say, if the present arrangements were to subsist. 

May I, therefore, respectfully submit for your Lordship’s favourable con-, 
sidcraiion that a sum not exceeding two dollars per diem should be paid by 
this establishment to each t)f the Senior Commanders, having European and 
Lascar crews, for every day that there arc more than six ships of each class 
in Whampoa Reach. 

I think the allowance would be productive of considerable public useful¬ 
ness, both in giving to the whole arrangement a more formal character, and in 
insuring a zealous performance of the duties it imposes. The expense would 
be trifling. For six months of the year Whampoa Reach is almost entirely 
clear of British shipping. 

I have See, 

, (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 



■ Inclostffe '1 1nNb. r 119. 


JRegttfalions for the more Effectual Preservation of the PdaceOfthowhd the British 
1 * V-‘ Shipping at Whampoa. 


, C<tnJoti, September $$37. 

WITH a view to the mote effectual preservation of the peace on buawHhe 
.British 5 shipping at Whampoa, the following regulations are established ^Sind 
promulgated. » 

1. The senior cotrimander in the Company’s late maritime service, at anchor, 
or hereafter arriving in the reach, is requested to hoist a red pendant at themafa, 
and to Consider himself generally charged with the duty of checking any riot or 
insubordination which may break out on board any British ship, having a 
European crew. 

• 2. All British subjects in the reach are hereby required to respect the 

authority of this officer, in his magisterial capacity, or, in his absence, the uueho- 
rity of tiie commanding officer of his ship, acting in his place. 

3. Instructions will Ihj furnished to the senior officer, from time to tjrne, 
under the hand of the Chief Superintendent, for his more particular guidance; 

4. ft is requested that a book may be kept on board the senior ' l officer’s 
ship, containing all memoranda issued by the’Chief Superintendent or himself, 
concerning the general preservation of good order on board the British shipping 
at Whampoa. 

£>. Commanders, or commanding officers of the British ships at Whampoa, 
having European crows, whose people are in a state of disorder, which it may not 
be practicable otherwise to repress, to apply to the senior officer for assistance, 
by signal (if need be) of ao ensign at the fore in the day time, or two lights, 
vertical, at night. 

6. Commanders, or commanding officers of ships, to receive and detain in 
Safe custody, on board their respective ships, the persons of any seamen of other 
ships committed as prisoners for disorderly conduct, under the hand of the senior 
commander, or, in his’ absence, tlio commanding officer of his ship. 

7. The sum of l.v. (yd. per diem, to be checked from the wages of such 
prisoners, and to be paid'to the’Commanders of ships on board which they are 
confined, to defray the expense of their maintenance. 

8. Commanders, or commanding officers of ships, whose men are in confine¬ 
ment, under warrant, are at liberty to hire an equal mini her of Coolies, for the 
service of the ship, charging the expense to the wages of the prisoners. 


Concerning British Ships in the Country Service. 

THE senior commander of the ships in the country service, at anchor in 
the reach, or hereafter arriving, is requested to hoist a white bergec with St 
George’s Cross, at the main, and to conduct the like duties with respect to tho 
ships jn ;tho country service, which have hereinbefore been devolved upon tho 
senior commander in the Company’s late maritime service, with respect to ships 
having European crews. 

jjr In the event of any accident, from fire or other cause, needing the general 
co-operation of the British shipping, the senior commander of the two ships 
bearing pendants, to take command of the whole (or, in liis absence, the com¬ 
manding officer of that ship) and to adopt such measures for the general safety 
as may feein best to his judgment. , 

By order of the Chief Superintendent, 

,. u ’ (Signed) EDWARD ELMSME, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 





.(ft Inolosure £ ip No. 119. 


Mern.omn.dvm. 


Canton, September 29, 1837. 


GREAT disorder having taken place several times on hoard British ships in 
*Cliinri, arising from an impression upon the part of the seamen that corporal pun- 
ishuKAit cannot legally he inflicted under the authority of their commanders, the 
Chief Superintendent finds it incumbent upon himself to disabuse, 4 tbo> crews of 
this dangerous misconception. 

It has repeatedly been determined in the Admiralty and other courts that, 
•^according to the law of England, the commanders of merchant-ships have a full 
legal right to maintain a state of due subordination on board the ships by any 
punishment, corporal or otherwise, not at variance with the customs of the British 
sea-service. 

Tho remedy of the seamen in case of unjust or excessive punishment is to be 
sought in the courts of the country: and a most effectual remedy this course has 
always afforded them, for the courts lean ever to their side, preferring, in a wise 
spirit of humanity, to encourage peaceful and lawful complaint in those places to 
violent and lawless resistance on hoard the ships. 

It may not be amiss to say a few words of the principles which should guide 
commanders in any painful emergency needing the infliction of punishment, and 
it seems right to add that they Jure deduced from the decisions of courts of justice 
upon this particular subject:— 

First, and principally, does it behove commanders to take most especial 
care that every punishment be as moderate as the strict necessities of the case 
may demand. 

Secondly, in all cases which admit of the delay proper for inquiry, the party 
charged should have the benefit of a full investigation by impartial persons; and, 
above all, of being fairly heard in his own defence. 

In the actual condition of circumstances in this country where appeal to a 
British magistrate is practicable, it would bo a humane and a prudent, if not a 
rigidly necessary precaution, to seek his sanction before the infliction of corporal 
punishment. 

With reference, however, to this rule, the Chief Superintendent regrets to 
be obliged to observe that there are cases which, in the language of a laic most 
eminent judge of the Admiralty Court, “neither require,nor admit of such a 
deliberate mode of procedure.” 

“ Such cases,” says the learned judge, “ when the criminal facts expose them¬ 
selves to goueral notoriety by the public manner in which they are committed, 
or when the necessity occurs of immediately opposing attempted acts of violence 
by a prompt reaction of lawful force, as in the disorders of a commencing mutiny. 
These are cases that speak for themselves, and are of unavoidable dispensation.” 

The Chief Superintendent must now warn the seamen that any persons con¬ 
tumaciously, or forcibly, hindering the commanders in the infliction of corporal 
punishment, are guilty of felonious offence. 

Good seamen are perfectly sensible that, it is necessary for the protection 
of life and property to maintain a state of due subordination on board the ships, 
and it will usually be found that tho prae risers of disorder are for the most part 
, not sailors at all. 

But tho Chief Superintendent lias spent the greater part of his life in the 
aea-scrvice, and whilst he makes this remark, lie must not forget to add that tho 
most necessary condition of upholding a state of good order is to take cure that 
1 the complaints of seamen, peacefully preferred to their commanders, are hoedfulJy 
considered, and promptly and justly redressed. * 

The Chief Superintendent will close this memorandum b% observing, that as 
upon the one hand it Is his duty to support the commanders in the preservation 
of discipline, so upon the other will he always use every public effort in his power 
to secure to the seamen a full, and just eujoyineut of that protection which the 
laws afford them. ' * 


(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent. 
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. Inclosure 3 in No.’119. 

i Captain Elliot to Captain Cribble. 

Sir, Macao , December 19, 1837. 

ND BESTA NDING that vou arc the senior ollieer at Whampoa df tho 
Hon iliable Company’s late maritime service, I will beg you to afford your 
counsel and assistance to the commanding officers of any British vessel at that 
place having an European crew, who may apply to you under circumstances of 
difficulty. 

And being thus invited, you may bn assured that I shall not decline the 
responsibility of any proceedings taken under your authority, which may bo 
necessary for the preservation of the peace on hoard the British ships at. Wham-* 
poa, having European crows. 

I am persuaded that tho commanders of all British ships at that anchorage, 
so manned, will zealously second your efforts, whenever you may fiild it needful 
to request their co-operation. 

May I beg you to circulate this letter through tho British ships of tho fleet, 
having European crews. 

T have, &e., 

(Signed) 1 CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Jnclosuro 4 in No. 119. 

Captain Cribble to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Canton, January 13, 1838. 

f BEG to inform you that on Tuesday evening, the 9th instant. Captain 
Hamilton, of the barque Anna Robertson, sent to the Marquess of Camden for 
assistance to suppress a mutiny amongst his crew. 

1 repaired on hoard with my chief ollieer: and found Captain Hamilton 
standing with his officers in a defensive position, with arms in their hands, having 
brought one man aft, and endeavouring to bring another, the crew haviug 
retreated to the forecastle and making a great noise. 1 inquired into the circum¬ 
stances, which were as follows:—“Two men were fighting, and Captain Hamilton 
endeavoured to separate them, they refused to be quiet, and one man came aft, 
followed by tho remainder, and seized Captain Hamilton by the breast; the chief 
mate endeavouring to rescue him, was struck in the face, the man using the 
most gross and abusive language. The officers succeeded in dragging him on 
the poop, when another, on being repulsed in attempting to release the former 
from the poop, seized a handspike, and put himself in a threatening position. 
Captain Hamilton then seized him, and in bringing him aft, the crew rescued 
him, and they all went below.” 1 immediately advised that this man should be 
confined with the other in irons. This was done, and as the officer appeared to 
be fully cftpable of carrying it into effect, I suggested that a court of inquiry 
should be held in the morning. The following morning 1 repaired on board, and 
requested Captain Hamilton to give me a letter, stating that ho had not enough 
Officers to compose a court, upon which, with my chief officer and the chief officer of 
tluNihip, I jVoceeded to try them. The cave was too glaring to admit a doubt, and 
after) a fair and ipipartial hearing on both sides, and receiving evidence of a 
gent mum who.was casually on board, I sentenced them to be punished,—the first 
priso ter with four, and the second with three, dozen lashes. Upon inquiry Captain 
Uaif ikon informed me that he could punish them without further assistance, and 
tins orders and regulations were read by me to thp crew. The punishment 
inflicted was two dozen each. The crew have returned quietly to their duty. . 

I regret that such strong measures were forced upon us, but tlie gross 
abusive and personal attacks of these miscreants required punishment., l’ho 
appointment of a senior officer has been attended with a good effect in another 
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"Instance. The crew of the Isabel refused their duty, the captain immediately 
' ordered the union jack (my private signal,) to be bent on the peak, and having 
’ explained the consequences, they instantly returned to their work. The parti¬ 
culars of the court of inquiry shall be prepared and fbnVarded to you at Macao! 


I have, &c., . 

(Signed) HENRY GRlBliLE. 


luclosure f) in No. II 9 . 

Captain Elliot to Captain Cribble. 

Sir, Macao, January 20, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 13th instant. 

The proceedings you found it necessary to adopt on board the ship Anna 
Robertson, on the 19th instant, have my entire concurrence, and 1 beg jou to 
accept my thanks for your prompt and judicious interference on that occasion. 

I have, &e., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent . 


No. 120. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received December 1, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, April 20, 1838. 

IN the course of the last two months the number of English boats employed 
In tho illicit traffic between Lintin and Canton has vastly increased, and the deli¬ 
veries of opium have frequently been accompanied by conflict of fire-arms between 
those vessels and the Government preventive craft. 

It is plain that British subjects and property engaged in these pursuits art) 

, within tho easy grasp of the Provincial Authorities whenever it may suit their 
purposes, or they may be driven by the Court to act with vigour. 

Ill tho "Edicts forwarded to your Lordship in my Despatch, of Nov. 18, 1837, 
the Governor had already charged me with countenancing the outside trade; and 
in the event of disaster, there can be no doubt ho would immediately attempt to 
connect the growth of these last irregularities with my own departure from 
Canton. 

With the purpose of being prepared for such devices, I drew up the paper 
forming the Jnclosnrc of this Despatch: and 1 directed Mr. Morrison, as soon as 
the Governor should return from his official tour, (which he did about a fortnight 
since), to show it to Howqna. and to tell him that those were my opinions on my 
present position with the Provincial Government; that he was at liberty to 
exhibit them to the Governor if he thought fit, and indeed that I was only pre- 
vented from making them known to his Excellency in a formal manner by, the 
interruption of the public communications. 

The paper was returned to me two days since by Mr. Morrison, with a 
message from Howqua, to the effect that the Governor had seen it, but could not 
1 accede to the arrangement suggested. | 

1 was sensible that the present state of things at Canton could only subsist 
ns long as the Governor could venture to appropriate a large share of the, bribes, 
1 by which the system is upheld; and therefore I looked for no other result at his 

* hands. 

» It was impossible to forqsec how soon his position in that respect might be 
changed by tbe wavering policy of the Court, or by. the pressure of those just 

* charges of venality to which he is exposed: but looking around, I felt it became 
■ me to take every precautiorr, consistent with my situation, for shielding myself 
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Iler Majesty^ officer from any imputation that the actual proceedings M Canton 
jiad, my countenance, or were produced by my movements. . . > 

, Should any serious disaster ensue, threatening the lives of I{or Majesty’s 
subjects engaged in these pursuits, (and in my own judgment this result is per¬ 
fectly probable,) I shall not fail to found the strongest remonstrances against such, 
extreme measures upon the Governor’s rejection of these last proposals. ... 

That ;circumstai,ice would fully justify a representation to the Court, that the 
irregularities leading to the mischief were the consequence of Jus Excellency's 
■manifest and disgraceful corruption; and thati therefore, he alone was responsible 
for" nil those evils which might have been prevented if he had been honest enough 
to do his own duty, or to, permit me to do mine. , 

Connected with tliis subject, it is necessary 1 should report to your Lordship 
a striking and painful event which lias just taken place at Macao. ■ 

About a week since, an unfortunate .Chinese was executed immediately, 
without the walls of this town by strangulation; as the sentence inscribed over 
him bore, for traitorous intercourse with foreigners, and for smuggling opium and 
Sycee silver. 

This is the,first proceeding of this nature which has been taken by the 
Chinese Government in this part of the empire. 

Tiie place of execution (quite unusual), and indeed the terms of the sentence, 
plainly indicate that it was adopted mainly with a view to the intimidation, and 
for an example to the foreigners. 

It, is also stated (and probably with truth) 4 tliat this execution, and the 
manner of it, were by the special command of the Court. But be that as it may, 
with the prisons full of persons charged with similar offences, and with public 
executions for them, it is not to he supposed that the Provincial Government can 
venture much longer to permit the delivery of opium out of British armed-boats, 
almost under the walls of tho Governor's palace at Canton: neither is it likely 
that they will succeed in driving them out without bloodshed. 

Even putting all higher considerations out of view, I must remark that this 
last seems to me to be a very unfortunate turn for such a trade to have taken. 
That it is advantageous to the individuals immediately concerned in such a 
channel there can be no dpubt, hut it is at the same time a state of circumstances 
which must necessarily, sooner or later, force itself under the active treatment of 
the Chinese Government. And whenever that result does take place, it cannot 
fail to he extensively mischievous to the whole traffic. 

I take the liberty to observe to your Lordship that I never advert to this 
subject without extreme reluctance; hut it is daily assuming so very serious an 
aspect, and connecting itself so intimately and so unfortunately with our regular 
trade and intercourse with this empire, that I feel it is my duty tb keep Her 
Majesty’s Government informed of the general course of events in relation to it. 

, ,1 have, &c., 

, (Signed) • CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent 


Inclosure in No. 120. 

Macao, March 17,1838. 

THESE are the thoughts of Elliot, the English officer, concerning liis actual 
situation with the Government of these Provinces. 

To his own country the distance is great, and many months must elapse 
before instructions can arrive for Ids public, guidance. 

He fcarslthat the absence of responsible authority over his countrymen for 
. so long a period may t produce dangerous and .deeply-rooted, irregularity leading to 
violent modes of, remedy: and in.such proceedings it is to he apprehended inno- 
• .■ cent men might suffer to the great risk of the maintenance of peace between the 
two countries. . , .. 

.Thus seriously impressed, Elliot lias faithfully, and earnestly examined bis 
instilactions with tho hope they may leave open some means of re-establishing liis , 
cornlnunieations with tho Provincial Government, not at variance with the 

’customs of this empire, or with the commands of his own Sovereign. 

" .' '... . ' 
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' - ^Hls-'texccll^cy tlie Governor,' a high : atia ’tn'se officer, lihs 'been 
signify through the merchants, 1 that it is contrary to established usage-that officers 
of hie'frank should address "their 'cortiihu'nications to liis'Excellency under any. 
other ’chftfracter "than u Pin.” Elliot is of opinion that this fefet should he formally' 
communicated to him for the information of the Government of his natioij, but as 
yet that has not been done. ' • - . 

It is therefore to be wished that Iris Excellency would command the Kwang 
Chow Pin‘and the Kwang Chow Heep to take a copy of his pleasure, and forward, 
it direct to Elliot, setting for th the custom that native officers of.the fourth rank 
always address his Excellency under that Character. ■ , ■ 

Thus will Elliot be enabled to lay this matter perspicuously before his own' 
Government, and erroneous statements upon a point of moment to the mainte¬ 
nance of a good understanding will bo avoided. ■ 

'Till' further Instructions can arrive frotli England, after this declaration of 
his Excellency shall be known, perhaps it may not be difficult to permit Elliot to 
send his sealed communications ■ addressed to-'the Kwang Chow Foo, and tho 
Kwang Chow Ilcep; by those honourable officers to be opened and laid before 
his Excellency. And in like manner his Excellency, when ho thinks fit to com¬ 
municate his pleasure to Elliot, either in reply dr otherwise, may submit his 
commands to the before-mentioned honourable officers, to be by them copied and 
transmitted to Elliot. 

Between these honourable officers and Elliot there need he no superscription 
on the addresses except the names and titles of each officer ; because it is recorded 
in a memorial to His Imperial Majesty that Elliot also is an officer of the fourth 
rank in his own nation. 

In this manner will he be in a condition to return forthwith to Canton, and 
resume the performance of his duties, of which there is urgent need. 

And thus will it be seen by the Government of his nation that the senti¬ 
ments of his Excellency are in accordance with those principles of high wisdom 


which are the characteristics of the Emperor. 

(Signed) 

CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent. 

. No. 121. 

- ■ 


Captain EUiol to Viscount Palmerston.—(Ileceiced December 1, 1838.) 

M Lord, . Macao, April 28,1838 

I IlA VK the honour to inclose the continuation of the correspondence which 
has passed, between the creditors, the Provincial Government, and the Hong 
merchants, upon the subject of the J Iing-tae bankruptcy, since the transmission 
of my’Despatch of the 20 th of March last. 

The Inclosuro No. 1, is. a letter, from, the. Hong merchants to tin? cre¬ 
ditors, dated on the 4th instant. I believe there is no exaggeration in this 
account of the extortions to which they are liable : and it is certain that they 
have understated their present enfeebled condition. This paper will form No. 2G 
of the whole series of correspondence: 

The Inclosure No. 2, is a separate address to the Governor of Canton by the 
British firm of Jardine, Matliesdn, and Co. This paper has not been forwarded 
to me officially; but it is necessary that it should be laid before your Lordship, 
because the Governor notices, and acknowledges it in his general reply to the 
creditors (No. 4 of this Despatch). This address will form No. ij7 of the 
whole series. ..... 

The inclosure No. 3, is a sepamto address from the Britislt* firm of Turner 
and Co., aud is transmitted for the same reason as No. 2. It will form No. 28 
of tho’ whole series. 

The It’dosurc No. 4, is the reply of the Governor of Canton to the address 
of the ,creditors (No. 25 of the series), as well to the above separate addresses 
of MesfeW; jardliie,, Matluison, apcl Co., and Messrs. Turner and Co. It will 
form Tib. 29 of flic ,whole series. 

I am without ariy liope, hiy Lord, of a reasonable adjustment of these claims 
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by tlie order of the Provincial Government; and the necessity of establishing 
sure means of communication with the Court through some nearer and less into- 
■ rested medium than that of the Governor of Canton, is forcibly manifested lu. 
the reply lie has now ventured to make to these creditors. 

A different spirit will exist when the Provincial Authorities are mado 
sensible that just causes of complaint against them can and will always bo 
pressed upon the Imperial attention by the official agents of Her Majesty’s 
Government. *'*' 

I have, &c\, 

(Signed) .CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintenderit. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 121. 

The Hong Merchant^ to the Creditors of l/ing-tac /long. 

A respectful communication. April 4, 1838. 

THE foreign debts of llingtoc Ilong wo before resolved to pay in nine 
years, by instalments; but to this arrangement, you, Gentlemen, have not yet 
assented. Yet the period of nine years seems to us even too short; and we are 
not without Fear that we shall be unable to repay the whole in the time stipu¬ 
lated. We call to mind that of public claims upon us the amount from year to 
year is not less than 300,000 taels, consisting in tribute, charges for the military 
expenses of the new territory, (in Tartary,) subsidies for repairs of forts, and 
purchases of ginseng. We have also to pay up the public claims on Falqua’s 
Ilong, amounting to more than 300,000 taels, and those on the llingtae Ilong 
to the amount of 100,000 taels and upwards. Moreover each Hong has foreign 
debts of its own to discharge. Thus in every direction we have payments to 
make. And besides all this, Kingqua’s Hong is now in arrear of the public 
claims on it to the extent of 300,000 taels, while the foreign claims against it 
exceed a million. This Ilong, although, wo are .thapkful to observe, it is your 
wish to keep it from bankruptcy, yet will not, we are disposed to think, be able 
to sustain these payments, and it will he requisite for ns to make other arrange¬ 
ments therefore. 

Of the profit gleaned by us in the course of a year or two, though it yield 
after payment of the various public claims, a small remainder, yet something is 
absolutely requisite for hire of labour, repairs, salaries, and ordinary expenses. 
And with your perfect understanding of matters, and good sense, you must 
perceive. Gentlemen, on a careful consideration of the subject, that, if the time 
stipulated for payment of Ilingtae’s debts he too brief, it will he in truth beyond 
our power to adhere to it. Should we he aide to pay the .debts of another, then, 
our own debts must remain unpaid, and we must all in consequence successively 
b.o ruined and fail. With your known intelligence it would be difficult herein to 
deceive you. 1 

Even for the duties that are in arrear, and which are not on the same 
footing with private debts, wo have been compelled to solicit the Imperial 
favour to extend the limited period of payment to three years, and suffer us to 
pay them by instalment?. How much rather, then, should the individual debts 
which we are discharging for others he so dealt with ! We still entreat you. 
Gentlemen, to assent to the period of nine years, that we may put forth our 
.energies to,sustain the payment and to discharge the claims within the allotted 
period. Thus all may remain at ease, and we enjoy your highly prized friend¬ 
ship. For this purpose we write, and with compliments, 

. ' « We remain, &c. 

3rd Month, 10th day (4th April, 1838.) 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary apA Interpreter. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 121. 

» • ' 

Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, and Co., to the Governor of Canton. 

t Canton, March 21, 1838. 

,TT ; s with extreme reluctance we again trouble your Exeellency with the 
affair* Iff the Ilingtae IIou<^; but having waited in vain for upwards of two 
months, in exportation of a reasonable proposal from the Hong merchants for the. 
liquidation of the said debts, in pursuance of the order issued by your Excellency 
.on the 6th day of January last, [11th day of 12th moon,] we can no longer 
delay bringing to your Excellency’s notice, that on the 20th day of January we 
received an assurance from the senior Hong merchants, llowqua aiid others, that 
our claims should have their particular attention in the course of the first month 
of the Chinese year; hut up to this hour nothing has been done. 

On the 20th of this moon, we addressed the inclosed letter to llowqua and 
the other members of the Cohong, from which, ami his reply, it appears that the 
foreign merchants have in the last four years paid upwards of 1,">00,000 dollars to 
the Hong-yung fund without drawing from the said fund one dollar! And now 
when the llirigtae Hong, by an act of swindling, retains foreign property to 
upwards of two millions of dollars, they, the Cohong, propose paying the sum hack 
without interest in nine years. 

The proposal is so manifestly unjust, that we bring it once more to your 
Excellency s notice, in fidl confidence that orders for a more equitable settlement 
will emanate from your Excellency’s sense of justice, and save yourself and us 
the trouble of further appeal. With this view we address your Excellency, and 
remain, fee. 

(Signed) JARDINE, MATHESON, ami CO. 


Suh-inclosnrc in Inclosure No. 2. 

To Ilomrua, Senior Hong .Merchant, and the other Members of the Co-honq. 


Dear Sirs, 

I WAS favoured on the Tilth ultimo, with your letter of the 12th, proposing 
to liquidate the debts of the Ilingtae Hong, by instalments, in nine years, and 
requesting me to communicate the same to tin; other creditors. 

This communication was made accordingly, and their unanimous refusal to 
accept such unreasonable and unjust terms was made known to you by Mr. 
Turner and myself, early in this month ; hut having heard nothing from you or 
the Consoo since, T shall now reply to your letter in writing. 

The Creditors have attentively examined, and duly weighed, the arguments 
advanced by the Coining; jand l beg - leave to trouble you with a few observations 
thereon. 

Your statement of the debts due by the two Hongs of Covvqua and 
Pongqua, 1,400,000 taels, or 1,944,444 dollars, paid in ten years, from the 
limited foreign trade of that period, is liberal in the extreme, .when compared 
■with your oiler to pay the claims against the Hingtae, Hong, 2,201,439 dollars, in 
nine years, from a trade of nearly double the amount. 

In the course of six years the debts of Matdiop and Chungqiui were paid, from 
the proceeds of tea, out of the Company’s treasury, between the years 1829 and 
1834, amounting to 1,995,300 dollars, when the quantity of that artijlc annually 
*ent to England was only 30J)00,000 of pounds; and the same contributions 
which enabled the Colioiig to pay annually 378,434 dollars *for the three last 
years, have been paid hv the foroigu merchants to the Consoo* fund or Hong 
yung, ever since, that is for four, years, or upwards of 40,000,000 per annum, 
without One dollar having been claimed by them from tin; said fund. And still, 
the Cohong propose paying the claims now made in nine years, after having 
already received more than three-fifths of the whole sum claimed, 1,513,136 
dollars. Is this reasonable or .just? It is well known that the foreign claims 
have on all occasions and at all times, been paid by thisHong yung tax on the 



foreign trade, a tax jjnstituted for th? expjoas pturpofie, and^ which, have 

ceased b<ritt& levied them oment iherci were n o 'foreign! delitfi jUft i% *%»d : off, In 
fact-, the Cohofig must have gained ratjmy'than lost’'.By' the ^ajfa^ASf^tae 
foreign:claims from means so abundahtly'ampler' 1 "• '! *r. ‘' s ,J 

' :?<v - v> '" % * (siignea) 


* ' Inclosure 3 in No. 121. 

Messrs: Tterner mid 1 Co. to the Governor of Canton. 


A respectful Address.- 

WE received so long ago as the 8th of January,* your Excellency's reply to 
our former petition, and should have considered it necessary to answer it much 
earlier, hut for the solemn pledge made to us by the senior Hong merchants, that 
a satisfactory settlement with Hingtae’s creditors should be come to in course 
of the 1st moon of the present year. Hosting upon this pledge being faithfully 
redeemed, we were in hopes that there would no longer be any necessity for 
troubling your Excellency. - * ■ 

It is, therefore, with extreme, regret that we now find the necessity returned 
upon us of appealing to your Excellency, and that, toq, with feelings of tlio 
keenest disappointment to complain, not only of the pledge so solemnly given 
not having been redeemed, but of the day seeming to In* as far distant as ever for 
settling our very heavy and long-pending claims. 

Your Excellency, In replying to our last petition, states, that the Hong 
merchants had of themselves proposed to liquidate the debts of the Ilingtao 
Hong in fifteen years; hut that your Excellency considering that period too 
long, had directed them to ( reduce it to twelve years* 

Upon this we beg to remark, that, bad your Excellency’s reduction of three 
years brought the time of payment within .seven years from the period of the 
Hong’s stopping, wq 's{iQt|jd have felt disposed to accede to it, hut wlicu tho 
magnitude of the amount is considered, and how greatly, the want of so large a 
portion of their capital must cramp the trade of the ' several creditors, and also 
what heavy pecuniary loss they are suffering by no interest whatever being 
allowed them ; when this combination of evils is^eonsidered, your Excellency will 
not be surprised to learn, that our determination is, not. to cease appealing to 
your Excellency’s sense of justice until a more equitable period be named. 

And as the Hong merchants have of themselves recently proposed to reduco 
your Excellency’s period of twelve to ten years, your Excellency cannot but 
perceive in such a proposition, an admission, on tlieir part, of the unreasonable¬ 
ness of their first offer, and that they only wait the further commands of your 
Excellency to agree’to^mmore just settlement. 

To convince your Excellency of the unanswerable reasonableness of our 
proposal, wo have only to lay before you the folIYiwing.faefs:— 

First—That from tho year 1829 to the year 1834, the Cohong paid the 
following amount of debts, owing by insolvent Hongs, viz.: 

Debts to foreigners . ... . 2,220,707 dollars. 

Duties . . ; . 488,019 

* , * ' t i 


Making in all ' . . . .«■ 2,715,386 

:. Paid in the space of five years, being at the rate of 543,077 dollars per annum, 
being mere than sufficient to pay off, in a much shorter period, tho amount due 
from JIinglae,''su|»posLugjno interest to be.patd tlicreon. 

Secondly—That from the early par.t of 1834,* until the present date, no 
claim whatever lfas been made by foreigners upon the Cohong, though the 
foreign trade Has regularly contributed the regular Hong yuug tax for tho purpose 

of liquidating foreign debts. And, r i . ... ^ ^ _ _ __ 

Thirdly—To which wc particularly beg to epll your Excellency’s attention, 
the trade, of this port, both of imports and exports, has increased fully one third, 
and that, too, on articles, the Consoo duties on which press most heavily. In 
illustration of this most important fact, we beg to refer your Excellency to the 
' statement at foot. ‘ , ' g 




<*V\ sv • 

fc ' , *i> 


• He ■ 




'305 


'i$WjN£ a? accumulation>f facts in rcaeonaW^ objiec- 

u“ «?? ®e Qobwgifuao,«b wr ff ^t,u«juitable,ai^.for our own welfare , 4 '<m too- 
indulgent proposal? Your Excellency will surely not allow poverty to Jfe 
pleaded, when sp large sums have been levied within these lour years for the 
4 & n ^°;/V nd » , a fund established expressly for paying the debts of.bankrupt 
Hontgs; and upon which no claim whatever has been made by foreigners during 
the, whole of that period !. Your Ex.cellency.is besides well aware, that we look 
not trf the Ilong merchants for satisfaction of these claims, but to the Imperial 
Government itself. It is the fixed notorious law of the empire, and upon the 
good faith of which the British nation has for so long a jieriod traded with it* 

. that the Imperial Government holds itself responsible for the just debts of its 
Subjects. We cannot but regret the annoyance your Excellency complains of 
from these our frequent remonstrances, and earnestly entreat your Excellency at 
once to put an end, to them by directing an early settlement of our just demands* 

; . (Signed) TURNER and CO. 


Appended. 

Comparative statement of Tea and Silk Exports and Cotton Imports, in the 
years 1832, 1833, 1834, 1835, 1836, and 1837. 


Teas in 

1832 ...... 

347,318 

if 

1833 . 

355,191 

n 

1834 . 

401,750 

- 1,104,259 

*♦ 

1835 . 

484,340 

»* 

1836 . 

468,066 

*• 

1837 . 

544,119 

-- 1,496,525 


.Increase . 392,266 Pecula. 

Silk in 

1832 . 

.. 6,283 

ft 

1833 . 

.. 4,436 

♦t 

1834 . 

.. 8,061 

- 1&780 

if 

1835 . 

... 9,000 

1* 

1836 . 

... 9,223 

•f 

1837 . 

.. 10,762 

-28,985 


Increase . 10,205 Bales. 

Cotton in 1832 . 

. 449.068 

* ” 

1833 . 

. 417,398 

V ft 

1834 . 

. 442,640 
- 1,309,106 

>» 

1835 . 

. 630,746 

II 

1836 ..... 

. 506,117 

»» 

1837 . 

. 642,372 
- 1,779,235 


Increase . 470,129 PeCuft. 


s a 






















Inclosure 4 in No. 121. 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

ON the Hth of April I received, from Dent and others (credit 
.Hingtae), an Address, as subjoined; and also like addresses from Jardine and 
Turner. 

[Here follow the three Addresses in full.'] 

These coming before me, the Governor, I have fully investigated the sub¬ 
ject. Yen Kechang and his associates, merchants of the Hingtae Hong, having 
managed their affairs badly, and fallen in debt to the foreign merchants, these, 
seeing their difficult position and urgent necessities, and the impossibility of 
heir at once paying otf their old debts, conceived the idea of taking advantage 
of these circumstances to scrape and peel them, and gave them goods at an 
enhanced price, compelling them to receive the same. In this way, after the 
accumulation of months and years, the debts reached the large amount of two 
millions of money. It is thus emnin, that these merchants brought on their 
trouble themselves, and also that the origin of the whole is to be found in the 
secret plundering exercised by the foreign merchants and their large risking 
speculations. I the Governor, in humble deference to the extreme goodness 
cherished hv the great Emperor, and his tenderness towards foreigners, made no 
inquiry into the conduct of these foreign merchants, hut simply directed Yen 
Kechang and his associates to be apprehended and tried, and their property 
placed in secure keeping I at the same time commanded the two bodies of 
merchants,—the Ilong merchants and the foreigners,- -to examine and ascertain 
in concert the real amount of the debts ; and 1 laid my injunctions on the Hong 
merchants to determine in vvliat portions, and within what period, they would 
pay off the whole on behalf of Yen Kechang and his fellows. Thus I arranged 
that the money should certainly be recovered. Afterwards, on all the foreign 
-merchants representing that the period of fifteen years was too protracted a one, 
I granted permission to reduce it to twelve years; within which period the 
whole of the debts should be discharged. In this, incited, I have gone to the 
utmost degree of kindness, and the extreme verge of justice. The foreigu mer¬ 
chants, though they have been born, and have grown up out of the pale of 
civilization, yet arc all provided with innate consciousness of good. How greatly 
ought they to be roused by gratitude, to rest in a dutiful aucl implicit obedience. 
Yet hardly was the former decision declared, when now again these foreign mer¬ 
chants, Dent and others, and Jardine and Turner, scheming to gain a speedy 
settlement, oppose my decision, and bring their addresses separately before me. 
Such ill-considered and unreasonable expressions as are here found, whence can 
they have emanated, unless from persons of hearts and feelings alien from those 
•j{ the rest of mankind ? „ 

As an instance of this, 1 take the Consoo charge, of which one address 
speaks. This is a charge which should go to reward the toil of the Hong mer¬ 
chant. 1 the Governor before made examination regarding it, and found that 
it had not been kept to accumulate from year to year. The 1 long merchants, 
however, themselves addressed me, with a proposal for the future to pay the 
Consoo charge, as on former occasions, into the general chest, to enable them to 
ipeet the stipulated instalments of former debts. This cannot be called aught 
else than the utmost degree of honourableness. If it he said .that the Consoo 
charge was ihstituted for the discharge of (Jebts, let the foreign merchants ask 
themselves if, while trading in the Celestial Empire, they would wish to regard 
l?._the profits which th‘ey enjoy, as profits obtained merely for the purpose of paying 
■off debts? In'regard to the consumption of goods referred to in Turner’s 
address, in nothing is it more difficult to determine the amount. How can a 
comparison be instituted in this respect of one year with another? And amid 
the revolutions of trade, how shall it be ascertained that the prosperity which 
has preceded is not in itself the evidence of an approaching declension of trade? 
cjn the note, a copy of which Jardine has presented, I observe, however, the 
statement, that the Hong merchants lime agreed to pay off the debt, by instal¬ 
ments in nine 'years. If this be Indeed the case, it is an act of liberality on the 
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part of the merchants, affording a more ready recovery of the money, to which 
. there is no reason, my desire being: to show hindness to the far-travelled, why i 
the Governor should not vouchsafe my sanction. I will therefore direct fhe 
Financial and Judicial Commissioners to assemble the Hong merchants, and on 
ascertaining if this is true or false, to determine once more upon a secure 
arrangement and report for my investigation. 

Resides so doing, I issue also this order :—Upon its reaching the said 
senior Hong merchants, let them faithfully examine the subject, and at once, 
report in answer. And at the same time, let them enjoin my orders on the said 
foreign merchants, requiring their obedience thereof. 

I the Governor have the rule over and administration of these provinces, 

* and have to keep in tranquillity and subjection those loth within and from with¬ 
out ; yet 1 do not refuse, to the trivial and insignificant foreign debts, a full and 
perfect administration of justice, and a complete settlement of them. Hut the 
foreign merchants, Dent and those with him, utterly dead to a sense of my good¬ 
ness, presume, in their address, to represent that they have requested their 
Government to move the Sovereign of their nation to send an officer from afar 
to discuss the matter, endeavouring thus-to drive me to adopt measures.. What 
perversity can exceed this mad and absurd harking? Let Dent and his fellows 
he most severely rebuked, and let them be commanded to imprint the laws upon 
their hearts, and constantly to adhere to them. The severity of the Celestial 
Empire, represented by the sword of the executioner, is awful! lie ware not 
again rashly to adventure a trial of it! Oppose not these commands! 

' Taoukwang, 18th year, 3rd month, 17th day (11th April, 183,8.) 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Moiuubon, 

Chinese Secretary and. Interpreter. 


No. 122. 

Captain. Elliot to John Backhouse, Esq. 

Sir, Macao, April 30, 1838. 

THE List of the Debts due to Foreign Creditors by tbc bankrupt Hong 
Hing Tae, -has not been officially transmitted to uic. 

If ut I have considered it my duty to procure an accurate Statement of them, 
which is herewith transmitted, together with an account of reductions on the 
original claims effected by the Committee of Investigation. 

Of the whole liabilities of . . Dollars 2,201,438 ; 79 

There is due to other Foreign Creditors . 82,002 : 32 

Leaving a balance due to British Subjects, of Dollars 2,179,380 : 47 


I have, fie., „ 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, ' 
Chiif Superintendent • 


Inclosure in No. 122. 


List and Amount of the Claims of the Foreign Creditors on the Bankrupt 
, Hohg Hingtae. 


Jardine and Co., ajc Captain Iline 
Captain Grant 
Dr. Cullen 
English Constituents 
ludiitu Constituents * 
. , Themselves 


Polls. Cents. 

4113,313.14 

(it, till to 

GOt 

416,382. J* 
»0 M«7 as 


2 E 2 


2,45*,:j 43.38 



Turner;and Co. - , . . * 

.Fox, llawsou, and Co. - - . 

Gibb, Livingston, and Co. - -' 

J. and W". Cragg and Co. 

Dent and Co. - : »' 

.. Russel] and Co. (American). ■ - 

Bell and Co. ■ . 

J. R. Reeves 

Eglintnn, Maclean, and Co. 

Wctmore arid Co. (American) 

Bovet (Swiss) ; - ' 

Daniell and Go. - ■ 

Diroin and Co. s - , 

Tnmooljen Uustomjeo- - - 

1,1. anil N. Cursetjee - 7 »• 


: Dolls.. Ccnii.-* J < 

202,756.49 , 
76,681.10 
23,861.00 
23,265.36 ' 
92,020:37 
60,013.87: 

• 3,851.57. t . 

3,934 2&>- 
3,827.30 
18,623.95 1 

3,414.50 
49,552.02 . 

11,826.64 
1,239.99 
1,257.00, 


Reduced by the Committee. 

.lardine and Co: - 

Turner and Co. i. " - 

Gibb and Co. . r - ■ 

Wetinore and Co. (American) 


2,738,768.37 

432,543.09 
28,316.26 
8,526.88 
7,943 36 

--- 477,329.58 


D 2,261,438.79 


. No. 123, ' : 

1 Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 31, 1838.) 


My Lord, . Macao, May 31, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch of Novem¬ 
ber 2, 1837. . . . . ... ....... .. ... • -.. .... 

The interruption of the public communication still subsists; but your 
Lordship may assure yourself that there is no longer any serious obstacle in the 
way of its re-establishment on a direct footing. 

The countenance afforded to me by the presence of the Rear-Admiral com- 
manding-in-ohief, will probably enable, me.to carry the remaining points, soon 
after his arrival in these seas. 

- 1 I have, &c., i* 

. , ^(Signed) ..CHARLES .ELLIOT, 

. , ' , ' . . . Chief Superintendent. 
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•' ’• • 1 ’ ’ 'No.i2d. 1 ■" “■ ■" * . ; 

Captaui Elliot to Viscoxmt Patmerston.~(Receioed Februapj 19, 18391). 

Ldrd, V ' , s Macao, August 7 a ]$'S&. 

A SHIP* upon the point,of sailing to England,, affords me an occasion, to 
announce to your Lordship, in very brief terms, the extremely satisfactory con¬ 
clusion of recent grave discussions with tlvc Provincial .Government.! 

' The"Rear-Admiral commanding-in-chief arrived on the 13th ult., and 
anchored, in Toongkoo Bay, a retired position, where he studiously abstained 
from giving the authorities 'the least pretext for suspicions ..or,, contumelious 
treatment. ... <. */. . -- . ; •. • ■»i,..{ 

Pending negotiations, however, concerning the mgnner .ol' my intercourse 
at Canton, to which place I b$d proceeded for the purpose of ■ signifying to the 
Government the peaceful purposes of the Admiral’s, Yusft,,tjie following ,incident 
•: occurred-^n English boat, during Jim* passage kMiigU the Bpcp* Ttgriafon 
“ the 28th ult v was tired uppp, th^Gh^e 




officer^ccI&fSd, upon any suspicion that she was smuggling; but upon the 
jjroun^tfe^ Admiral or some of, his officers might, be on board. , 

4jjs SQP9-as this fact, was formally: declared to me by a. respectable gentleman 
on bowel,;-i.proceeded to the Rear-Admiral, accomjnmied by my interpreter. Mr, 
Morrison',-and submitted the circumstances to him. , . .. 

Sir -Frederick Maitland immediately determined that it became liiru calmly, 
but firnlyV tp demand explanations ; and Her Majesty’s ships Wellesley, Larne, 
and \ d$gerytie, were forthwith removed to the anchorage of Chuen-Pec, bel<)\v the 
batteries. at : Kocca Tigris. „ . , . . . L 

Communications having been ojiencd with the Chinese. Admiral; at that 
situation, commanding the land, as w'ell as the sea forces, employed.in the pro- 
<60110115 of this and the neighbouring Province of Fihkeen, that officer was 
brought to consent that Mandarins should wait on Sir Frederick Maitland, on 
board 'the Wellesley, and disavow both the order to fire upoh such grounds, or 
the least’intention to offer any insult whatever. 

This was accordingly done in a written shape by these functionaries on 
board the Wellesley on the 5th instant, and after a mutual.exchange pf> salutes 
and amicable explanations, the whole affair was concluded, and the Reju-^dmiral 
repaired again to his original anchorage of Toongkoo Bay, from which ,>place I 
have only just returned; - e- • • .* 

Particulars shall be forwarded to your Lordship by the first opportunity ; 
but being apprehensive that disquieting and unfounded rumours may reach you 
by this occasion, 1 despatch these few hurried lines. And I trust that the 
necessity for haste, and several days of anxiety and absence of rest, will be my 

excuse for the incompleteness of the report,— - -.-... 

A more entirely satisfactory result, considered in every point of view’, both 
immediate and prospective, lias never been accomplished iu our negotiations with 
this Government. And l hope 1 shall not be considered presumptuous in 
expressing my respectful sense. of the firm, hut ,, conciliatory spirit which the 
Rear-Admiral has displayed in the discharge of these difficult duties. 

I have, &c., 

...... (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT,, , 

. .j CViicf’ Superintendent. 


. No.; 125. ,. r 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston;^(Ileccived February 1-1, 1839.) 

My Lord, , !f Macao, August 10, 1838. 

.'•IN resuming 1 tlie ! 'subject oi my hurried despatch, of the 7th instant, 
Ltakethe liberty td observe that I had delayed the acknowledgment of your 
Lordship’s Despatch of November 2, 1837, till the arrival of the Rear- 
Admfilff ■L'SthWiutfingMif-Cfiier(wdirch7Tiad'rHs6n to iexpeef fftiin other sources 
of information,) should enable me tp .report any consequences that might result 
from that event. 

Upon the 13th ult,.Sir Frederick I-. Maitland arrived off this place in Her 
Majesty’s ship TPellesleyV a'ccomiianied by Tier Majesty’s brig Algerine, and I 
immediately jpined hj,in in the. cutter Louisa, and proceeded onwards with the 
ships to tlicaiiehdrikge of Tong Koo Bay, distant about seven leagues, to the south¬ 
ward' of the. Bdeea Tigris ;’ a position which, besides its rceoiiitnendations in 
pointof safety and ’sufficient distance 'froth the entrance of the river, has the 
advantage of* being fetnbte front'tile afichbrage’ of the ships engaged in the illicit 
^traffic;-** ■"■'i -rv» " 

the day that: ! joined hirtt'/Ure Admiral placed in my hand the commit-,,* 
nichtiotlj Of which 1 now transmit ktt Inclosure; and iny reply to this, and the 
previous Despatch of the 21st April, is also now foywarded. ' ■ 

9 / ''*■'•■ ; A-'reWdaysafter His E’jicHlericy^.aridvabll^ceived treoinmunicatioh from 
■ the KeuifMin-Fdo, the district lhagistnite Of place, superscribed in’ the 
tisUal'forrrt''{' blit afflbe insideheith the character Yu,” which signifies “ A Com¬ 
mand,- I;minded it'to him'tihread,“with & few, lines to the effect that tshould 5 
'■be glad tb give it iny 1 attention’ as soon as thik mistake Were corrected. ; *•. 




The,next approach was i»,the;old form of an Edict from jtjie Goverijpjr&d* 
. dressed to the three senior Hong;!Merchants, and .forwarded by theiji(„tQta^» 
Uirough.the hands of a linguist ■ . ' ■ '\v 

This document was returned unopened, w ith a message that my strict orders 
from He); Majesty's Government iu this respect, had frequently been clearly and 
deferentially explained to the Governor, and that 1 could not deviate from them. 

It is not to be doubted that the purport of those two communications was 
identical, namely, to desire that I would enjoin upon the Rear-Admiral tflcTpro¬ 
priety of sailing, away from the coasts of the Empire. I felt then that any pro¬ 
traction of the attempt to explain the peaceful object of his visit, might give 
some colour to the pretext, that it was suspicious and dangerous, and lead (with 
the hope to draw it to a conclusion,) to a course of harassing measures, directed 
either against the trade, or against the social comforts of Her Majesty’s subjects, 
by depriving them of their servants, and otherwise inconveniencing them. 

, Under this impression, and with Sir Frederick Maitland’s concurrence, I 
proceeded to Canton on the ‘2.0th ultimo, and having hoisted the flag, forwarded 
tto the city gales by the hands of Messrs. Morrison and Elmslie, an open paper 
for transmission to the Governor by a Mandarin. The paper was left open with 
the view to obviate the difficulty about the character “Pm.’’ 

It was conveyed to the Governor by thc Kwang Tlocp, but the three senior 
merchants returned it to me in the course of the evening with the remark from 
Ilis Excellency that his orders from the Emperor were imperative, and that he 
could not take it unless it bore the character “Pin.” 

The merchants were at the same time desired to acquaint me that the 
Governor was a lover of peace and good understanding, and would go as far as 
he could to accommodate the difficulties upon the subject of intercourse. They 
then proposed by his command, that I should receive an official Address from 
the Governor, setting forth that the three senior merchants were indeed 
Mandarins, and that therefore I could no longer reasonably decline to receive 
papers addressed to them for communication to me. 

I answered that it needed all my respect for llis Excellency to return any 
other than very strong terms of reply to this extravagant suggestion, and that 
I should certainly be less scrupulous if any hendlessness of the kind were 
repeated. , 

My Government was actuated hv sentiments of profound veneration for 
the Emperor, but it should be plainly understood that it would not regard these 
triflings and evasions with satisfaction. They were unfriendly and unworthy. 

I then remarked that I had now formally offered to set forth ihe peaceful 
purposes of the Rear-Admiral's visit, and if the Governor did not think tit to 
accept these explanations, my business in Canton was concluded, and I should 
return forthwith to Macao. 

Whilst these communications were passing at Canton, a British boat passing 
through the Bocca Tigris, on the 28lh ultimo”, was tired upon by the batteries, 
and upon her arrival in Canton, Mr. Middlemist, a passenger on board, made 
a declaration before me, subsequently reduced into writing on board the 
Wellesley. 

Upon this 1 sent again for the*three senior merchants, and desired them to 
express to the Governor my serious anxiety upon the subject* The Rear- 
Admiral had taken the utmost precaution to prevent the least cause of irritation 
or suspicion, and I was afraid that the offensive declaration at the Forts, that 
violence was used especially in search for him, and not for opium, or other 
illicit trade, would give him great and just displeasure. At all events, I felt 
that it became me immediately to submit the circumstance to his knowledge, 
and I sincorly hoped the Governor would furnish me with an official disavowal 
of any intention to insult or provoke him.' « 

The merchants declared that the Governor could have no such purpose,' 
and that the whole matter was of course a mistake of the inferior officers, but 
they did not hand me any formal declaration to that effect, and 1 therefore 
proceeded at once to the Rear-Admiral at Tong-Koo-Bay, where 1 arrived on. 
the 1st instant. T « . 

f . I represented to him that Tli my judgment this was the first of.what would 
be found to be a scries of experiments on the extent of his forbearance, and that 
•wibraa conviction the Fiovineial Government woufd tone their future proceedings 
hi bmrespec^ either for civility Or increased aggression, by his treatment of the 
' -V-1' T'y;V’' ■ •/ ; 
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>/ts Th^kRear-Aijmira! remarked to me that he hatpgorac to China with a 
deliberate determination most studiously to avoid the least violation of the 
customs or prejudices either of the Government or people ; But that he was no< 
less resolved to bear no insult on the honor of the flag entrusted to his protection, 
and that he should therefore proceed forthwith to the Bocca Tigris with Her 
Majesty i ships under his command, and demand a formal disavowal of these 
unprovtked attacks upon him. 

HeT Majesty’s ships Wellesley Larne, and Algerine, were accordingly moved 
to the anchorage of Chuen-pec, where they arrived on the morning of the 4ht 
instant, and I accompanied them in the cutter Louisa, with the hope to render 
• myself useful to the Rear-Admiral. 

On the morning of our arrival there, the Captain of the Flag-ship was sent 
to the men-of-war junks oft” the batteries, accompanied by Mr, Morrison, and 
conveying a Despatch from the Rear-Admiral to the Governor of Canton. 


'I he Chinese Officers manifested considerable disinclination to this course 
of proceeding, (without, however, positively declining it), and began by proposing 
some alteration in the form of die Address, which involved no abandonment of 


the Rear Admiral’s right to communicate upon a footing of equality, and. was 
therefore adopted. * - 

But. whilst these communications were passing upon the subject of the 
mode of address, the accompanying paper from the Chinese Admiral was 
received, and upon this, it was determined to apply at once to that functionary 
for redress, which was accordingly done next morning (the 5th). 

The result was the mission of a Mandarin of equal rank with Captain 
Maitland, to wait upon the Rcar-Aduiiral, accompanied by one of less rank ; 
and the expressions of disavowal of any intention to insult were w ritten at the 
dictation of the higher officer, bv the hand of'the other, on board the W, lie Icy 
in the ptrsenee of the Rear-Admiral, Captains Maitland, Blake, Kingeome, 
Mr. Morrison, and myself. 

Mr Frederick signified his satisfaction with this declaration, and took 
occasion through Mr.Morrison to make some further observations, the purport 
of which l have now the honor to submit. 


An exchange of civilities then took place, and on the morning of the next 
day (the (ilh) the ships returned fo their former anchorage at 'long Koo-Bay, 
where they still remain. 

1 have already presumed to offer my respectful testimony to the great judg¬ 
ment. and temper which the Rear-Admiral displayed in the discharge of this 
duty : and I believe it will appear to your Lordship that the whole transaction is 
calculated to leave lasting and favourable impressions both of the firmness and 
moderation of the higher officers of IJer Majesty’s Government. 

These events have passed without interruption to the trade, or any other 
description of inconvenience. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

, Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure J in No. 1‘2>. 

Sir Frederick Maitland to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Her Majesty’s Ship Welesley, Madras, April 21, I £38. 

THIS tetter will Be delivered to you by Captain Blake of HcV Majesty’s 
sloop Larne, who I have ordered into the China seas to afford protection to the „ 
British interests, and to give weight to any representations you may be under the 
necessity of making, in ease of Her Majesty’s subjects should liavojust cause of , 
complaint against the Chinefce.authorities, and to assist you in maintaining order 
among the crews of the British merchantmen who frequent the port of Canton. 

1 have now* the honour to inform you that I relieved ;Vice-admiral Sir T. B. 
Capel, ift the command of Her Majesty’s ships in the, Indian seas, on the 5th of 
February last, and have only delayed sending a ship to China in consequence of 
the state of the relations of the Indian Government with that oFAva; for th#i : 
present, everything bears.a pacific aspect, though it ■ & by no meanV certain that , 



the differences between the two Governments may not ultimately produce 
' hostilities. I shall, however, take advantage qf the present position of affairs, to 
dend the Lame to Macao, and after communicating with you cordially and 
confidentially, with instructions to go on to Manila, and obtain a supply of 
cordage for the dockyard at Triucomalce, and then return to Macao. 

In the early part of June it is my intention to leave the Straits of Malacca, 
for the purpose of paying Macao a visit in the Wellesley, in compliance, with 
instructions from the Lords of the Admiralty, to enable me to have a personal 
communication with you, as the interchange of information for which such com¬ 
munication will afford an opportunity, might, in many possible future contin¬ 
gencies, be highly advantageous to the British interests. 

As it is possible the arrival of my flag-ship, as well as that of others which 
I may from time to time send into the China seas, may give some cause of 
jealousy and suspicion to the Government of China, I wish you clearly to under¬ 
stand that the trade being no longer a monopoly of a company of merchants, 
comes under the immediate protection and care of Her Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment ; and that that Government consider:? itself bound to see that the 
ships and persons of Her Majesty’s subjects are duly protected from injury or 
insult, as is the case in all other portions of the globe. This I communicate to 
you, that the Chinese Government may, if necessary, he put at ease, and no 
suspicion arise of any hostile intention on the part of the British Government, 
which is the farthest from their views, by the more frequent visits of our ships 
now, as compared with farmer times. 

Though Captain Blake is commanded to assist you in maintaining order 
among the crews of the British merchant ships, you must be perfectly aware he, 
as captain of a ship of war, has no legal right to interfere, and must he very 
cautious in committing himself in the disputes between the masters and their 
crews. 

I have, &c., 

’ (Signed) FREDERICK MAITLAND, 

Rear Admiral and Commander-in-chief, 


Inclosure 2 iii No. 125. 

Sir Frederick Maitland to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Wellesley, off Macao, July 12, 1838, 

IN reference to my letter dated at Madras, 21st of April last, ac¬ 
quainting you with my intention to visit, in person, this part of my station, I 
; now beg to inform you that I have arrived off Macao in Her Majesty’s ship 
Wellesley, and mean to proceed to the anchorage called Tong-koo Bay, or 
Urmstone’s Harbour, which I am informed .is the safest and most convenient 
roadstead for a large ship at this season of the year. < 

My future movements will be directed very much by circumstances, and I 
shall be obliged to you to communicate any information you arc possessed of, 
which you think may be useful or interesting to me, as my stay in this neigh¬ 
bourhood must depend very much upon circumstances. 

I shall not form any plan until I have communicated with you, which 1 
shall take an early opportunity of doing. .. . . 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRED. L. MAITLAND, 

Jlear Admiral and Commander-in-chief, 
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- Ihclqsure 3 in No- 125; 

Captain Elliot to Sir Frederick Maitland. ’ 

- ' 1 Macao*, July 15, 1838. 

" I HAVE the honour to acknowledge.your Excellency’s despatches dated on 
the 21st of April and 12th instant. 

* Your remark that the aspect of public affairs in India was unsettled, and 
that therefore your intention to visit this part of your station might he frustrated? 
for the present led me to refrain from waking any communication to the Pro¬ 
vincial Government fouuded.upoii that, contingency till the period of your .actual 
arrival in these, seas: . 

It is now my purpose to repair to Canton,'towards the cud-of tlijs week, 
atid to cause it to be announced to the Governor that I am ready, by 'ypjlr 
desire, to explain the peaceful objects .of your visit, if his Excellency shall think - 
fit to receive my address in a manner which may he consistent with my instruct 
tions from Her Majesty's Government. 

I shall, at-the same time, in conformity, with your directions communicated 
to me in the conference I had the, honour to have with you on the 13th instant, 
acquaint the Governor that you are willing to pay your personal respects to him, 
upon the clear understanding that you arc to. be received on a perfectly equal ‘ 
footing. ... 

And T shall take care to explain, as you have desired, that you would never 
forward or receive written communications to or from the Governor, except they 
bore the superscription significant of complete evenness of dignity. 

It is probable that the Provincial Government, will make some approach 
towards me as soon as your arrival is reported, and with that impression 1 have 
deferred my visit to Canton till the period I have mentioned. 

In conclusion, I permit myself to remark that it. is a source of great satis¬ 
faction and support to me to have your concurrence, that every proper effort 
should be made upon iny part, (and failing..mv success, upon your own) to 
explain the amicable objects of Ilcr Majesty’s Government, in commanding you 
to visit this empire. \ 

The rejection of alt me'ans of’friendly communication with Her Majesty’s 
Government submitted upon the part of an officer of your high station, and in,* 
an imposing altitude, is a course not to he expected;. or at all events, there can 
be. little doubt that such rash impractibility would expose the’ Q over nor to the 
grave displeasure of his own Court if it ! wcVe persisted in, and hiadc the. subject 
of future complaint at the mouth of Uie Pei Ho. 

■ - " 1 I haVe, &c., ' 

■ (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

• " Chief Superintendent. 
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Inclosure 4 in No.* 125. 

Captain Elliot to the Keun-Min-Foo. 

Macao, July 15, 1838. 

THE Undersigned, See., &c., cannot receive a communication fiv.m the 
Keun-Min-Foo, -bearing the superscription Yu. It is, therefore, returned for 
correction. 

For this purpose he writes ; and, with compliments, he remains, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 125. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, July 29, 1838. 

AN English officer, of the 1st rank, “ Maitland,” commanding the ships 
of his Sovereign in the Indian Seas, has arrived off these coasts, by the com¬ 
mand of his Government. 

The Superintendent Elliot has now received “Maitland’s” instructions 
to signify to his Excellency the Governor, that he desires tocxplain the peace¬ 
ful purposes of this visit. 

It would he convenient, therefore, that the manner of intercourse should 
be clearly understood beforehand, so that all difficulties and misunderstandings 
may be prevented. 

For this reason Elliot requests that the Governor will be pleased to send 
officers to communicate with him. 

And if they should come, his Excellency may be. assured that they will 
be received in a manner consistent with their dignity. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 125. 

Declaration of Captain Middlemist. 

MR. -WILLIAM CAMPBELL MTDDLEMTST, a Master in Her 
Majesty’s Royal Navy, and Commander of the British Ship Falcon, of 
London, now lying at Heong-kong, states, that he was proceeding from 
Heong-kong to Canton, on the twenty-eighth day of July, 1838, in the 
Schooner Bombay (passage-boat), when, nearing the Bogue, he was chased by 
two Mandarin boats, which made signs, by waving a flag, which he under¬ 
stood to be a signal to heave-to j which signs were disregarded, it not being 
usual for the Mandarin boats to make such signals. One of the Mandarin 
boats then fired a musket, apparently to call the attention of the batteries, 
■which immediately commenced firing shot upon the Bombay, which at fir^t 
fell short, b.ut, as the passage-boat approached the Bogue fort, being under the 
necessity ,of closing the land, the shot from the batteries were better directed, 
two of them passing between the masts pf the schooner, and one within a yard 
of the bow, throwing the water on board. The Bombay then immediately 
rounded-to, and was boarded by one of the before-mentioned Mandarin boats, 
at about 4 p.m. The boarding officer (who was not the Mandarin, but an 
interpreter) inquired whether “ Admiral Maitland, or any of his soldiers, 
women, or man-of-war’s mw, were on board? If so, they would not be 
allowed to pass up the Bogue:” which inquiries were answered in the 
negative. 

On one of tlie passengers of the Bombay inquiring of the boarding officer 
whether he would seize opium, if any were on board, that officer answered 
the officer then left the schoouer, and she proceeded again for Canton ; 
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but, in.about an hour afterwards, she was again brought-to by a shot from tha 
Tigre fort, and boarded by a bodt from that fort, the officer of which (.who diu 
not leave his boat) made the like inquiries, viz., “ Whether Admiral Maitland, 
or any of his soldiers, women, or man-of-war’s men were on board,?” which 
being answered, as before, in the negative, the schooner was allowed to pro¬ 
ceed without further molestation. 

(Signed) W. C. MIDDLE MIST, 

Master , II. N., and Commander of the British Ship Falcon. 

Declared before me, on board Her Majesty’s Ship Wellesley, in Tong-koo 
Bay, 1st of August, 1838. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent of British Trade in China. 


fnclosure 7 in No. 125. 

Admiral Kwan to Sir Frederick Maitland. 

K.WAN TIENPEl, General (or Admiral) of the Celestial Empire, the 
Potent and Fear-inspiring, writes, for the information of Maitland, the Chief 
Commander of the vessels of wjar of the English Nation. 

We of the Celestial Empire, and you of the English Nation, have had a 
common market at Canton for two hundred years past. On both sides there 
has been the fullest harmony, without the slightest interruption thereof. 
During the continuance here of your Nation’s Superintending Officer, Elliot, 
all tog has been quiet. 

Recently, Elliot went to Canton, and there told the Hong merchants, 
that, in consequence of the unwillingness of the merchants of the various na¬ 
tions to submit to restraint, he had represented to his Sovereign a wish that 
another suould be sent hither in his place: that now his Sovereign had sent 
from home the noble Maitland, and it was desired that both should repair 
together to Canton, humbly and plainly to address his Excellency the Go¬ 
vernor, in reference to the continuance here of Elliot as Superintendent. To 
these public arrangements of your Nation, his Excellency our Governor would 
of course consent, were it not that the prohibitory enactments of the Celestial 
Empire have hitherto withheld from Commanders-General of vessels of war 
permission to enter the port ; and of this Elliot is well aware. 

On a recent visit of Elliot to Canton, he sought to effect a sudden change 
in the ancient rales, by using, in place of the words “ Humble address,” ( Pin ,) 
the words “ Letter of intelligence,” ( Shusin .) Hence his Excellency our Go¬ 
vernor declined to receive, in disobedience of the regulations, his documents. 
Perhaps Elliot may have failed to inform you, the Honourable Commander- 
General, of this circumstance of not using the words “ Humble address.” 

What may be the motives for your present step of moving these three 
vessels to the anchorage of Lung-keel ? When 1 consider that your Sovereign 
has sent you hither*a distance of tens of thousands of miles, to conduct affairs, 
I feel that yon must be a man of capacity at home. Should you now neglect 
to distinguish clearly rigid from wrong, and act upon the spur of the morneut, 
will not the blame rest on you—how will you be able to answer it to your 
Sovereign ? 

These things I specially put before you; and, while quietly awaiting 
your reply, I wish you unalloyed enjoyment of repose. _ * 

[Not dated, bat received the 4th of August, 1838.] 

True Translation." ' • • . 

(Signed) J. Robt. Morrison, » 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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Inclosure S in No. 125. 

Sir Frederick Maitland to the' Chinese Admiral. 

Her Majesty 1 s Ship Wellesley, off Chuenpee, August 5, 1838. 

IN reply to I lie Admiral’s note of yesterday, I have shortly to observe 
that the cause of my coming to this anchorage of Lung Keet is distinct from 
the affairs of Elliot, and is to demand explanations for an insult offered-to the 
Sovereign of my. country in the person of myself, by firing at and boarding a 
British vessel, under the pretext that I might be on board. 

I have now to request that the Admiral will send me officers, in order 
that I may fully explain my meaning, and, having fulfilled my objects in 
coming to this anchorage, sail away to more convenient places below. 

Thus will all chance of an interruption of the peace that has so long 
subsisted between the two countiies be happily removed. 

With compliments, f have the honour to remain. Sec., 

(Signed) F. L. MAITLAND. (L.S.) 


Inclosure 9 in No. 125. 

Declaration of Chinese Officers. 

r 

ON the Sth day of the Gth month (28th July), an English boat was cntcr- 
ingthe Bogue, when certain natives spoke wionglyof your Honourable Admiral, 
his family, and subordinates, inquiring whether they were on board or riot, 
and adding that, il" they were on board, the boat must return, but, if not, she 
might proceed through the Bogue. This has been inquired into. It was not 
done in consequence of any official orders: the wrong language was that of 
the natives aforesaid themselves. Should any such-like language be used 
hereafter, the ciicumstance shall he at once investigated and punished. 
Their thus offending your Honourable Admiral is one and the same as offend- 
ing our own Admiral. 

[The above was written by Le, a Ilictui or Tsantseang, and another 
officer, whose name was not learned, of the rank of Shaupei. It is in the 
handwriting of the latter, whose rank may be considered analogous to that of 
I lieutenant Commander. The rank of the former is analogous to that of Post- 
Captain.] 

True Translation. 

(Signed) • J. Rout. Morrison, 

August 5, 1838. Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosnre 10 in No. 125. 

Minutes of Correspondence held on hoard 1 he Wellesley. 

August 5, 1838. 

AFTER the officers deputed by the Chinese Admiral to visit Sir Frederick 
Maitland had, in writing, disavowed, on the part of their Admiral, all 
Sanction of the insulting inquiries made on board the boat Bombay, Sir 
Frederick Maitland observed, “ That irregularities will happen, but, as they 
may lead to serious misunderstandings between the two nations, they require 
to be noticed and checked. That the Tetuh had expressed a determination 
to punish the person who had committed this offence. But that, since every 
intention of insulting the British flag had now been disavowed, he hoped the 
Tetuh would consider it an accident, and forgive the offender.” To this the 
officers replied, that it was an insult to the Tetuh himself, as well as to Sir 
Frederick Maitland, and that the offence could not be passed over,,but must 
of necessity be punished. ’ j' J -‘\ . 

The Admiral then said, that, having satisfactorily settled the business 
that had brought him up to Lungkeet, he meant to take the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity of wind and tide to retqmjo Lungkoo. That, the monsoon, being now 
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against his return southward, he would probably remain some weeks longer 
in that neighbourhood. He added, that, since the trade had ceased to Inf in 
tne hands of the Compqpy, freqifcnt visits of British vessels of war may bq' 
expected, it being in accordance with the genius of the. English nation to 
look after its subjects in foreign countries, to see that they arc subjected to 
no insubs, and that disturbances do not take place among them, 'Phut they 
may re* t assured, however, that these vessels will come always with a peace¬ 
ful pu”;*ose. 

Tlte officers requested, in the name of the Tetuli, that orders should be 
given to put a stop to the irregularities of British subjects, such as had been 
alluded to in the second conference between the Tetuh and Captain Maitland, 
kite Admiral informed them, that merchant vessels are not under the martial 
discipline^ of the Navy, but are subject to the Civil Authority; and pointed 
them to Captain Elliot, who was present. Captain Elliot assured them that 
his constant wish lias been to preserve, peace and good order. lie added a 
desire that the Governor might be infointed that the late negotiations on his 
part were carried on by him, in obedience, to the older* of bis Government, 
and were not owing to any want of respect towards lbs Excellency. 

(Signed) J. Hour. Moumsov, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


No. 1«G. 

Viscou l Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 27, 1809. 

Y( )I!R despatches to 10th October, inclusive, of last year, have been received 
and laid before ller Majesty’s Government. 

I ant not yet enabled to form any opinion as to the instructions which it 
may lu* right to semi you on the subject of the debts of the Hong 1 ling-Tne, as 
it appears uncertain in what state that question might be, when any directions 
relating to it could arrive in China. 

Your despatch of the 2!)th of March last, inclosing a. copy of the 
memorial of the British merchants interested in this matter, was received 
on the l2th of October last. lit this memorial the merchants prayed for the. 
interference of Her Majesty’s Government with that of China, to obtain a 
settlement of their claims upon more equitable terms than those which had been 
proposed by the insolvent Hong, and which lead been sanctioned by the Governor 
of Canton. But, on the other hand, it appears from Canton newspapers lately 
received in England, that about the time when your despatch was received at 
this office, the British merchants at Canton had effected an arrangement with the ♦ 
Hong merchants upon terms not very d fferent front those against which they 
had in their memorial protested. 

I request that you will inform me whether this statement is true ; and if it 
is, I have further to instruct you to impress upon tlte British merchants resident 
m China, that it is of great importance to their own interests, as well as to the 
character of this country, that they should not on any future occasion hastily 
apply to the British Government to found a representation to the Chinese 
Government in their behalf, upon principles which they themselves may be 
disposed to abandon before such representation could reach the Chinese 
authorities. 

I am, Htc.f 

(Signed) PAUMERSTOX. 


No*. 127. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 23, 1839. • 

YOUR despatch of the’*18th of April last, relating to certain regu-*. 
lations which you hud thought it advisable to establish with a view of con- 
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trouling the conduct of the crews of British merchant vessels trading with 
Canton, has been submitted to Her Majesty’s Law Officers, with a request, that 
' .they would take the same into consideration,'and report their opinion whether 
those regulations are in any way at variance with the laws of England, or incon¬ 
sistent with the territorial rights of China. The Law Officers have accordingly 
reported that the regulations in question arc not in any way at variance with the 
laws of England, provided they be duly made and issued by Iler Majesty, 
according to the Act of the 3rd and 4th William IV., ch. 93, sec. 6; b>« that 
you have no power of your own authority to make any such regulations. With 
respect to the territorial rights of China, the Law Officers are of opinion that the 
regulations, amounting in fact to the establishment of a system of police at 
Whampoa, within the dominions of the Emperor of China, would be an inter¬ 
ference with the absolute right of sovereignty enjoyed by independent States, 
which can only be justified by positive treaty, or implied permission from usage. 

Under these circumstances, I have to instruct you to endeavour to obtain the 
written approval of the Governor of Cauton for these regulations, and as soon as 
that approval is received in this country, the proper steps shall be taken for 
giving force to those regulations, according to the provisions of the Act of 
Parliament. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed ) PA LM ERSTON 


No. 128. 


Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, Foreign Office , March 23, 1839, 

IN continuation of the subject of my despatch, of the 27th ultimo, I 
think it right to state to you, for your information, that when the memo¬ 
rial of the British merchants, dated the 21st of March, 1838, was received 
at this office, Her Majesty’s Government felt disposed to take immediate steps 
for obtaining from the Chinese Government redress of the grievances which that 
memorial set forth; but upon further consideration, it was thought expedient to 
abstain from doing anything with that view, until the necessity for the inter¬ 
ference of the British Government should have become more manifest. There 
seemed reason to expect that the appearance of the British Admiral in the river 
of Canton, might, by its moral influence, have brought about an arrangement of 
this question, and thus have obviated the necessity lor any further measures on 
the part of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 129. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 30, 1839. 

WITH reference to your despatches of 7th and 10th August, and 13th 
October, 1838 1 in which you report the proceedings which took place between 
■yourself and ,.Rear Admiral Sir Frederick Maitland on the one part, and the 
Chinese Authorities on the other, upon the late visit of the Rear Admiral to 
the neighbourhood of the Canton -river, I .have much satisfaction in conveying 
to you the approval of Her Majesty’s Government of your conduct on this 
occasion. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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No. 130. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June, 13, 1839. 

YOUR despatches to the 31st of December of last year, aud to the 30th 
of January of this year, have been received and laid before Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

With reference to such of those despatches as detail the circumstances which 
led to an interruption of the trade, for a short period, in December last, and the 
Steps which you took in consequence, with a view to the re-opening of the 
trade, and to the rc-establishmcnt of your official communications with the 
Chinese Authorities, I have to signify to you the entire approbation of Her 
Majesty’s Government of your conduct on those matters. But 1 have, at the 
same time, to instruct you not to omit to avail yourself of any proper opportunity 
to press for the substitution of a less objectionable character than the character 
“ Pin," on the superscription of the communications which you may have occasion 
to address to the Viceroy. 

I am, he., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 131. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 22, 1839.) 

My Lord, Macao , October 13, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Rear-Admiral left these seas for 
Singapore, on the 6th instant. 

A Government officer having visited the Wellesley at Toong Koo, some¬ 
time in the month of August, during Sir Frederick Maitland’s absence at this 
place, with a request to know when the ship would proceed to sea, it was 
considered proper to address the Tetuh on the subject. And fhe accompany¬ 
ing correspondence will satisfactorily convince your Lordship that the best 
understanding has subsisted to the last moment of the Wellesley's continu¬ 
ance in China. 

No difficulties were experienced about the supply of Her Majesty’s 
ships ; and the Tetuh on several occasions sent officers to visit the Rear- 
Admiral with the expression of his condolence upon the demise of his niece, 
and of his best wishes for his health and happiness. 

I have &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 131. 

Sir Frederick Maitland to the Chinese Admiral. 

Toong Koo, August 29, 1838. 

REAR-ADMIRAL Sir Frederick Maitland has the honour to acquaint the 
Tetuh, that the ship bearing his flag, now lying at Toong Ko'o, has recently 
been visited by a Government boat, with a desire to be informed when the 
ship will proeeed to sea. 

In order that no doubt may exist as to the real and peaceful purposes of 
his visit. Sir Frederick Maitland considers it proper to recitrd in a written' 
form, the explanation which he had the honour to make to the Honourable" 
officers, who waited upon him at Chuenpee on the 5th instant. 

The trade has now ceassd to be in the hands of the Company, and is 
nuderthe direct control and protection of the British Sovereign. 

Frequent visits of British meu-of-war therefore must be expected., 
because it is in accordance with the genius of the English Government to* 
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look after the interests of its subjects in foreign countries, that they are 

subjected to no-injustice, and that no disturbances take place amongst them. 

The Chinese Government, however, rosy rest assured, that the British 
vessels of war who visit this empire, will come always with a peaceful pur¬ 
pose ; but Sir Frederick Maitland must demand, in the name of his Govern¬ 
ment. peaceful and respectful treatment towards them. 

The monsoon being now against his return to the southward. Sir Frede¬ 
rick Maitland will probably remain a lew weeks longer in this neighbour¬ 
hood. 

With expressions of compliment and consideration, lie has the honour to 
remain, £fce. * 

(Signed) FRED. \, MAITLAND, . 

Rum-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 131. 

Note from the Chinese Admiral in reply to Air Frederick Maitland's Letter of 

Anyast 29, 1838. 

ON the 29lh August, 1 opened and perused your communication, and 
acquainted myself with all the honourable and excellent thoughts therein 
expressed. The thoughtful care that is therein manifested, has also yielded 
me gratification. Having before heaid that you were indisposed, and having 
also been informed of the loss of your niece, I was mentally grieved; but yet 
I dared not, by waiting upon you, to infringe the rules of my country ; at this. 
1 trust you will not feel any offence. 

The outer seas afford good space and depth of water; and there is 
nothing to apprehend from winds or waves. Should your public: affairs yet 
detain you several weeks, there can be no obstacle thereto, i pray you to be 
caieful of your-elf, to keep your body in health and comfort. 

I specially address this in reply, and wish your Excellency much and 
many blessings. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Mokkison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. , 


lnclosure 3 in No. 131. 

Sir Frederick Maitland lo the Chinese Admiral. 

, Toony Koo , September 25, 1838. 

REAR ADMIRAL Sir Frederick Maitland being about to sail away from 
the Canton river, for other parts of his station, as the season for the change jbf 
monsoon is fast approaching, takes this opportunity >to acquaint the Tetuh 
therewith, and expressing the high sense lie entertains of the manner in 
which all the communications which have passed between his Excellency and 
liitnself, have been carried on. 

It has been Sir Frederick Maitland’s constant desire to maintain such 
order amongst the officers and men under his command, as might prevent 
any act of theirs giving offence to the Chinese authorities, in which he trusts 
he has been successful; and the captain of every British ship-of-war which 
ytmay hereafter be sent to the coast of China, will be directed to comport him- 
’.?'self in the same manner. , t 

^ Sit Frederick Maitland further feels.it a duty he owes to the Com- 
/TaanAers of the \myfcf\a\ wav-junks which have been stationed in the neigh 
hourhood of the ship bearing his flag, to state for the Tetuh’s information, 
."'" that their conduct has been marked by the strictest propriety and civility. ’ 
Sir Frederick Maitland requests the Tetuh will accept his best wishes 
•,foi his health and prosperity ; and &s a mark of His feelings towards him, begs 
will honour him by the acceptance of a few bottles^'Cape sweet wine. § 
r *'"' (Signed): FRED. «L. MAITLAND, 

Rear-Admiral and Commander-in- Chief. 
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No. 132. 

Captain Elliot tb'Viscovnt Palmcrston.—(Rcceived May 21, 1839.) f- 

. r ,* 

My Lord, Macao, December 2, 1838.' 

THE Tnclosure No. 1, covering a Memorial from certain creditors on the 
bankrupt merchant “ Hingtae,” has this moment reached me. I avail myself 
of the opportunity of a vessel upon the point of departure lbr Calcutta to for¬ 
ward these papers by the way of Egypt. But I shall take a very early occa¬ 
sion to address your Lordship again upon this subject. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

‘ Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 132. 

Mr. Incjlis to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Macao, December 1, 1038. 

I HAD the honour in March last to request you, on the part of certain 
creditors of the Chinese bankrupt Hong merchants, to forward their Memorial 
to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

The creditors of these Hong merchants, have since agreed to a settle¬ 
ment for the payment of their claims, and have even received a first dividend 
of 4 per cent, upon Ilingtae’s debts. They think it advisable, in consequence, 
to address the Foreign Secretary again upon the subject; and 1 am delegated 
by them to hand you the inclosed memorial, with their request that you will 
kindly forward it to its destination, with such explanations as you may think 
necessary for the information of Her Majesty’s Ministers, and the furtherance 
of the object of the Memorial. 1 have, &c., 

(Signed) ROBERT INGI.lS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 132. 

The Creditors of the llor.g Merchant Ilingtae, to Viscount Palmerston. 

My Lord, Canton, November 26, 1838. 

WHEN we had the honour to address your Lordship on the 21st of 
March last, respecting our claims upon the Chinese Hong merchants, we took 
occasion to inform the Viceroy of Cauton that we had done so; but we added, 
that in attending your Lordship’s acknowledgment of our Memorial, we should 
gratefully receive any portion of our claims which the Viceroy might order to 
Repaid, and listen to any propositions upon the subject which the Hong mer¬ 
chants might offer. The Viceroy in reply, rebuked what he called our per¬ 
versity; but the Hong merchants continued to negociate a settlement of our 
claims ; and we have finally agreed to receive payment of them in the follow¬ 
ing manner, viz.Hingtae’s by instalments in years, beginning from the 
30th November 1837; and Kingqua’s by instalments in ten years, beginning 
from the 1st July of the present year; together with simple interest at the 
, rate of 6 per cent, per annum, upon the latter’s debts, to be paid after the 
liquidation of the principal. . 

Your Lordship will observe that we have gained little better terms for 
the liquidation of Hingtae’s debts, than at the date of our last Memorial, but' 
we have also arranged for Kingqua’s ; and looking to the magnitude of the 
debts, and to the precedents in favour of their liquidation* by instalments; wel 
have thought it prudent not to press the matter further. We cannot, hosi- 
every forbear to call-again to your Lordship’s attention, that the main difficulty^ 
in.obtaining .a more favourable settlementhas been, according to the Hong 
merchants;themselves; the Remands upon them by theHoppo, who has lately" 
retired from office, and , by the present functionary wjho,succeeded him, <foj A 

2T 
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account of allege^Tmperiiat dues and ricjpsitions. 'Conl4yA^4^f 
■which interfere;,\Wth theadjustmenlof, our claims,- 

conjunction with other causes, the means of protracting the payments of the 
‘ instalments, if not of failure altogether, in their ultimate liquidation. ;\We do 
not presume, m opposition to the usage of our own aud other countries, to 
expectpayment of our debts, before the just dues of Government; but your 
Lordship has already been made' aware that .the Imperial Government is 
pledged to us, both by law and prescription, for the Hong merchants’ debts; 
and our claims are therefore identified with its own. The demand upon the 
Co-hong, besides, does not arise entirely out of dues already incurred to the 
Government, bdt out of temporary exactions, which we have reason to believe 
to be sometimes a mere cover for extortion. 

We beg further to urge upon your Lordship’s attention, that KingquaJs 
hong has not been officially declared insolvent, although we have the Vice¬ 
roy’s sanction to the proposed liquidation of its debts; to effect which, the 
Co-hong has agreed to pay 125,000 dollars annually. We believe the arrange¬ 
ment to be made in,perfect good faith; but the informality attending it. may 
no doubt, be adduced hereafter to invalidate the settlement, should the Hong 
become ultimately bankrupt. We do not hesitate, nevertheless, to accede to 
the proposed terms, seeing that our own wish to carry on the Hong is echoed 
by the Co-hong, and sanctionsd by the Viceroy. , We could expect nothing 
from its formal bankruptcy but another tedious discussion ; and the substitu¬ 
tion for it, of another Hong of, perhaps, less character, and no better credit. 

• We expressed a doubt in our former Memorial to your Lordship, of the 
Hong merchants to conduct their affairs beneficially, in the present state of 
the trade between China and Great Britain; which in addition to the above 
causes, occasions distrust of the regular payment of the dividends on our 
claims, as now proposed. In foregoing, therefore, our pretensions to more 
favourable terms, we repose always on the hope of aid from Her Majesty’s 
Government to procure fulfilment of the stipulations of our agreement, should 
our fears of its infraction be unfortunately realized. 

The chief object of our first Memorial to your Lqrdship is thus tempora¬ 
rily disposed of; but the other impediments to our trade therein complained 
of still remain. No new Hongs have been established, and we have still, 
therefore, to anticipate future debts, and. their tedious and unprofitable liqui¬ 
dation, perhaps after such another twenty months 5 exasperating discussion 
with the local authorities, and with the Co-hong, as that from which we have 
just escaped. We venture again, therefore, to urge upon your Lordship's 
consideration that part of our former Memorial, which suggests the interference 
of Her Majesty’s Government, whenever a fit opportunity may offer, to pro¬ 
vide for the earlier liquidation of debts which the Hongs may hereafter incur; 
not less to save Her Majesty’s subjects, who may unfortunately be implicated 
in the debts, the direct loss attending their protracted payment, than, to 
obviate the necessity of their recurrence, by inducing the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment to remedy the inefficiency of the Co-hong, and to restrain the exactions 
imposed upon it by the Local Authorities of Canton. :'.r$ 

The attention of Her Majesty’s Government may be engaged more 
readily to this subject by the fact that it is proposed to pay Hingtae and King- 

3 ua's debts, and the Government claims, chiefly out of additional duties an 
ke foreign trade, lately imposed for this purpose. These duties are not only 
» cause of much immediate vexation to the importers of British manufactures, 
tart an accumulation of them hereafter, occasioned by the recurrence of Hong 
ee^ts, during the progress of liquidation of those of Hingtap and Kingqua, 
.Would probably amount to a prohibition of such imports by legal trade. 

t Wehaye, &c., , 

1 : v. (Signed). . * * . .-..1^.. 

, Dent and Co. . „ D. and M. RqaTOJwjE*. 

Bxixand’Co. Turner and- Co. 

Gra%LiviNGSTo^, and Co. NaVabhoy Framjkr. 

^and Joseph Crago. 

Tox , «a wsoji, yf M . 

Damiei* awl ; <3o. W i 




7;V. .. No. 133, ■ / ■■•v- : 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 18, 1839.) 

Her Majesty's Outre!-.Louisa, 

at anchor in Whampoa Reach, ' 
My Lord, December 8, 1838. 

I AM concerned to report, that the trade is at this moment cast into a 
state of critical difficulty, by a circumstance which, so far as it has reached 
my knowledge, I have now the honour to detail. It appears that the Governor 
has lately incurred the severe displeasure of the Court, upon the ground of 
a lax execution of the orders concerning the more effectual prevention of the 
traffic-in opium. A remarkable increase of activity has ensued, and on 
Monday last, the 3rd instant, a seizure of opium was made by the Custom- 
House officers at Canton, immediately in front of the foreign factory inhabited 
by Mr. James Innes. The two native Coolies who were landing the boxes 
were apprehended, and are said to have confessed, (I am very much afraid 
under the infliction of cruel punishment,) that they were that gentleman’s 
servants; that the opium Was his, and that it had been brought from a ship 
at Whampoa. 

It further seems that one of these Coolies declared, that the name of the 
master of the ship was“ Ki-le-wun,” a sound which the examining Man¬ 
darins decided must signify the name of the master of the American ship, 
Thomas Perldns, whose name I am told is Cleveland. All the Hong 
merchants were summoned before the Governor on Tuesday the tth, and 
have subsequently announced to the foreign merchants in a written form, 
that his Excellency has issued orders for the departure from China, both of 
Mr, lunes and the ship, within three days. 

The Hong merchant who secured the ship has already been sent down to 
this place, and is. at this moment undergoing the unmerited and degrading 
punishment of the cangue or wooden collar; wholly unmerited indeed, my 
Lord, even if this opium had come from on board the ship in question, for this- 
unfortunate man could neither have known nor prevented its introduction; but 
it is beyond a doubt that it did not come from her at all, and almost as certain 
that it did come from one of the numerous small craft now at anchor in this 
river. These severe and unjust proceedings have had their immediate origin, 
in fact, either in the confused pronunciation of the wretched Coolie, or as 
probably in the fabrication of a name, wrung from him by inquiry under 
torture. 

: In the first excitement of alarm and indignation after the Governor’s 
excessively harsh treatment, (for there' is reason to believe they were several 
hours on their knees before him. with the instruments of puuishment laid out 
to intimidate them,) the Hong merchants were goaded into a written menace 
to pull down their house, ini which Mr. Innes lives, if he did not leave Canton 
within the period specifkd by. his Excellency. But the general body of the 
meichants, with becoming spirit, and at the same time in a calm and judicious 
mauner, expressed* their determination to resist such rash proceedings at , all 
hazards. It must also be mentioned, to the great credit of-those unhappy 
men, that a better spirit soon exercised its influence, and they have frankly 
recalled their hasty expressions. The trade has not yet been stopped by any 
written instrument unddr the Governor’s hand, or at least which has yet been 
transmitted to the foreigners, but the Hong merchants have written to them 
to say, that they have his Excellency’s orders to; discontinue all trade what¬ 
ever, till hh injunctions are obeyed, and for the Ust three days there has been 
an entire cessation of buevd'esa?/^!,. 1 should observer, tbit these tidings only met 
me at this’anchorage, wher^.t Strived yesterday- morning for the adjustment 
of certain difficulties on b.oajpd- sqtnp of the merchant* ’ ’ 

7 Your Lordship may be as*ut^ that I wi|l avail 
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obpbrtubhyitb Wke'an earbestifeffiit ! %%nd tfce*aetudl^ 




:ynA’'- 


cf circuTnfitadfei^I'al^'Sejita' eveii-y occasiob- to keep your -Lordship', 
informed of the sprogress of events ;\ahd I nave now the . honour,' &e.,’ «£* ! 

(Signed) 


CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


December 9, 1838 

• \ - * t- th n , 

T.S. I learn this morning that the Governor has extended the period 
for the departure “of- Mr.Tnnes and the American’ ship to teh’days. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

. . >. . - » ■ v-r - T —*— ... j/. . . 

No. 134. 


1 j Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 13, 1839.) 

My Lord, Canton, December 13, 1838. 

MY despatch of the 8th inst., will have prepared your Lordship for grave 
difficulties in Canton; and it is now my duty to report an event which has just 
passed, to the imminent hazard of the lives and property of the whole foreign 
community. Yesterday forenoon, at about 11 o’clock, the foreigners were 
struck with astonishment by a sudden preparation in the square in the imme¬ 
diate front of the factories, for the strangling of a criminal. It was at once 
determined to resist this unprecedented and intolerable outrage: and the 
officer in charge of the small body of police on the spot was requested to take 
instant measures for conveying this resolution to the higher authorities; and, 
in the mean time, the foreigners themselves removed the tent and the other 
apparatus which had been prepared. This officer 1 appears to have con¬ 
ducted himself with remarkable moderation, offering no resistance to these 
proceedings; neither did the considerable crowd which had already assem¬ 
bled, evince any unfriendly dispositions towards the foreigners, but, it would 
seem from general concurrence, rather the contrary. Between 1 and 2 o’clock 
in the afternoon, however,-when the crowd had become exceedingly dense, 
but was still perfectly inoffensive, and collected from motives of mere curiosity, 
some rash foreigners provoked the people by forcibly pushing in amongst 
them, and assailing them with sticks. They returned this wanton attack with 
showers of stones, and other violence, and in a few minutes the foreigners 
were driven in within the gates of their respective factories, which were 
immediately closed. But the fury of the crowd, consisting by this time, as I 
am credibly informed; of at least 6,000 people, was now intensely excited, 
and for some hours the aspect of circumstapces is* represented to have been 
very disquieting indeed 1 . At about 2 o’clock, intelligence was forwarded 
tdi the at Whampoa, which reached me at about 4 o’clock in the afternoqh* 
and I repaired immediately to Canton. Before my departure, I issued‘ I 
circular to the commanders and commanding officers of British ships at that 
anchorage, directing, that in case it should become necessary to dispatch a 
force to Canton, they should place themselves under the guidance of Captain 
Marquis, of theship, Reliance; and I requested that gentleman to attend to 
ray further instructions in that respect. On my own way up I was met by 
still more serious accounts, and I therefore thought it necessary to forward 
instructions to Captain Marqujs to send the boats with all despatch. On my 
^ arrival in canton, at about 6 p. m.; I found that the soldiery had already 
^dispersed the mob, and that the prisoner had been executed at one of the 
hsual places appointed for that ‘purpose. ‘This.iwrelched matt .seems to, have 
suffered for' the offence of selling opiurri; and Lam without any doubt that 
the intentionv-pr rather the Manifestation of an intention, tostraOgle him in this 
square, wealth' the jpurpbs^to fix upon the foreign community generally, 
the scriousnebfjdf the .with, respect.to the late affair 

reported-in mydespatch of Pec^bi?f i 8w i < :-<!, <••.•••<., .. 

J&M- I sent for thi*Hong‘inerQh«p|s^ in .Canton.^nd 

5 : S?%> ed them 'fo , \daooM»ce ’ it -to ■ expression of-myk 

’rjmaceresi^ dispositidttto rtbderfays presence usefqlnfethe maiatenapee pf , 



"{petoW; SSfttfirf vestoratiGin of the tran^puili course of events, They 

haVeWfyet brought me His: ExceMency’s answe^ an<J, the departure of the 
ship by which this despatch is to prdbeed, obliges me cquchide. 

(Signed)*™* CHARLES ELIJ01', 

Chief Superintendent. 

- » Canton , December 14, 1838. 

P.S. Every; thing is now in a state of tranquillity,- and I belieyc I may 
confidently assure your Lordship, that the trade will be resumed in the course 
of a few days. 

' I hope that the" measures'which I find it necessary to take- with 
that purpose, will not incur the disapprobation of Her Majesty’s Government. 
They shall be reported by the next occasion. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


' . No. 135. , , . 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, > Foreign Office, April 15, 1839, 

SINCE my despatch of February 27th was written, your despatches ; 
of the 2nd and 13th December, 1838, have been received. 

I reserve any observations or instructions I may have to send or 
make to you on the subject of your despatch of December 13, till 1 
receive the further accounts which you announce your intention to send. 

These accounts will probably contain all the information that may be 
requisite for enabling^Her Majesty’s Government to form an opinion upon 
the proceedings that have occurred at Canton, and which appear, by intel¬ 
ligence to the 31st of December, contained in the London newspapers of 
this morning, to have ended in a satisfaetoryjfcianner; but should yon, 
however, not already have stated the point specifically, I wish to be in¬ 
formed whether the foreigners, to whom you allude in your despatch as 
having resisted the intention of the Chinese authorities to put a criminal 
to death in the immediate front of the. factories, were British subjects 
only, or the subjects and citizens of other countries also.- I also wish to 
know upon what alleged ground of right these persons considered them¬ 
selves entitled to interfere with the arrangements made by the Chinese 
officers of justice for carrying into effect, in a Chinese town, the orders of 
their superior authorities. 

• ■ . I am, &c. t . >• 

... (Signed) -PALMERSTON. 


' ' V . ‘ ' No. 136. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 18, 1839.) " 

HJy Lprd, - ; ^ r ,, Canton,'December 31,1838, 

THE departure of a ship for Bengal affords me an occasion, to report that T 
the public interipohrse between this Government and myself is reftewed ; his 
Excellency having- cpnseiited to bommupjeate with me, on all important, 
subjects, under tbe^Seals offthe,Kwa‘ng-Chow-Foo-and.Kwang-Hee. . . 

. JW' ; lti-return'fbrt-'thisiisubstantial concession*;, I have agreed* to incur 
responsibility of communicating;with his. Excellency, unde;i;;.the character”* 
“Pin ;W> but it has beemolearty explained that;this jcuur.se has been adopted 
upon the ground, that native officers of my .own. rank dddress. his Excellency 
} ih tlie samo l fonn ;- an(;undersKiriding necessarily involving .the. principle, that;! 

British officers Cf 5 ' tlieffirst-agd second ranks will claim the right, do cominuni- 
■■ $&te '«]fK»a4‘tt;«c{dftb%bottng;' with-uatw© authorities • of the 

pespaudtes containing the full liccoqnt of these proceedings, and.thtL 
anil r«e^ttink‘ W&ch have led me to close with this artange-'j 
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went, shall be transmitted to you? Lordship jn a few 
factory to HCr Majesty’s CrOvernm'ent ’ to know that tbe otw^nctiona loth® 
trade are removed, and that it*will have resumed its usual course to-marrow 
or next day. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT/. 

Chief Superintendent. 


January l, 1639. > 

• P.S. I open 'my despatch to acquaint your Lordship that the senior 
Hong merchant has this moment waited upon me, and announced the 
commands of the Government to re-open the trade; and tile cargo permits, 
will be issued to-day. 

, (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 137. 


Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 13, 1839.) 

My Lord, Canton, January 2, 1839. 

THE necessity of closing my despatches of the 2nd, 13th, and 31st 
December of last year, to save the ships then upon the point of sailing, pre¬ 
vented me from furnishing a detailed report of the course I had pursued with 
the purpose to reopen the trade, and to place it on a more secure and 
honourable footing than it has lately rested. 

The Inclosurc No. 1, is the copy of a letter my Secretary had received 
7 from Mr. Innes, inclosing a protest to be handed to me. Inclosure No. 3,is my 
reply to Mr. Innes, written on the day before the dangerous riot in front of 
' the factories. Inclosures Nos. 4, 5, and 6, arc the continuance of that 
correspondence. 

In the further disposal of this part of the subject, I have now to inform 
your Lordship that Mr. Inues applied to the Provincial Government for a 
passport, and left this place for Macao, on the 16th ultimo, having previously 
forwarded a declaration to his Excellency, confessing that the opium was 
his; that it came from his boat, and not from the American ship; and 
absolving the two Coolies from all wilful participation in the offence; upon 
the ground that they weve ignorant of the contents of the boxes. 

The difficulty which remained to be removed before, the trade could be 
opened, was the illicit traffic in opium carried on in small craft within the river, 
a considerable number of which were stationary at Whampoa, receiving their 
Supplies from time to lime in other vessels of a similar description, from tjUe 
opium ships at Lintin or Hong Kong. 

The senior Hong merchants, on the evening of my arrival in Canton, ($Ke 
12th ultimo,) complained in bitter terms that they shduld be exposed to (he 
cruel and ruinous consequences which were hourly arising.out of the existence 
of this forced trade, not merely at Whampoa, but at the factories .themselves, 
of which they were the proprietors; and therefore, under heavy responsibility 
to the Government. And they insisted that they would not carry, on the 
lawful commerce, (having the Governor’s sanction for their conduct,) till effec¬ 
tual steps were taken for the suppression of this dangerous evil.\‘;/ . . . 

Mindful of the embarrassments which would ensue if his Excellency fper- 
.‘s«£eiving that all hope of interference upon - my part were vain,) should effect this 
/'j^and far more inconvenient objects, by the immediate interruption of the ordinary 
' mamier of intercourse, and by the protracted stoppage, of the trade, I felt that 
VjvJthe moment h%d arrived for my own interposition. ' , } 

/ \ 1 therefoi^^esired the merchants to proceed directly io uis Excellency, ; 

/ ; and announce t^fiarrival iti^Catifeji: adding, that as no mere difficulties in, points j 
, of form should deter me, iii theafcfual endeavouring . 

restore a state .'0$peaceful tr&flei'iand intcrcourfee, ac< i V-ukcd at his Excel-;? 
ncy’s hands 'for Reasonable countenance: and a just and digpai* , 

.4 xWefuttv cokisidering : ''%e; of;t/eg^tooiuefttoua, ' 





confided to ? m^ ; $ readied, asa p^Uminary. an appeal tylfov 

whole community; not’ only with some hope that such a proceeding might., 
havethe effect of clearing the river of these boats, but because (if the case were;? 
otherwise) I felt it became me distinctly to forewarn Her Majesty’s subjects 
concerned in these* practices, of the course which it was my determination to 
pursue. ’ '■ 5 

On the I7th ultimo, therefore, I convened a general meeting of all the 
foreign residents at Canton in this hall, and addressed them in the manner your 
Lordship will find reported in the accompanying note, taken ajt the moment by 
my Secretary. On the 18th, I promulgated the inclosed no’tice, and having 
ascertained that the smuggling boats were still at Whampoa on the 23rd, (some 
of them wearing British ensigns and pendants,) I addressed the accompanying 
dote to his Excellency the Governor. * 1 

His Excellency’s reply forms Inclosure No. 10; and Inclosure No. II is 
my renewed request that this mode of direct official intercourse on affairs of 
importance should be declared to be general, and not for the occasion, lnclo- 
sure No. 12, is the Governor’s assent to this principle, signified, indeed, through 
the senior Ilong merchant, but he was desired to place the original document, 
bearing his Excellency’s seal, in my hands, in order that I might duly authen¬ 
ticate the fact to my Government. I was contented with this acknowledgment, 
and the flag was rchoisted on the 30tb ultimo at 11 o’clock. On the 31st, X 
was enabled to desire the senior merchant to report the departure of all the 
boats from Whampoa; and he has this day announced to me the official com¬ 
mands of the Government to open the trade, which I have just signified to the 
community, in the accompanying circular. 

The Inclosure No. 14, is a general notice to Her Majesty’s subjects, which 
I have also issued to-day, announcing the renewal of the public intercourse, and 
publishing those portions of my correspondence with the Governor, which it 
concerned them to know. 

But I have not felt myself at liberty to publish those parts which relate to 
the manner of my intercourse; upon the ground that it is the special attribute 
of Her Majesty’s Government to dispose of that subject, and that it may be 
highly inconvenient they should be generally promulgated without your Lord¬ 
ship’s sanction. 

Having now drawn the 'statement of these proceedings to a close, I may 
turn to a more particular explanation of the motives and the manner of my 
interposition. 

It had been clear to me, my Lord, from the origin of this peculiar branch 
of the opium traffic, that it must grow to be more and more mischievous to 
every branch of the trade, and certainly to none more than to that of opium 
itself. As the danger and the shame of its pursuit increased, it was obvious that 
it would fail by rapid degrees into the hands of more and more desperate men ; , 
that it would stain the foreign character with constantly aggravating disgrace, 
in tjfe sight of the whole of the better portion of this people; and lastly, that it . 
woty^l connect itself more and more intimately with our lawful commercial inter¬ 
course, to the great peril of vast public and private interests. 

Till the other day, my Lord, I believe there was no part of the world where 
the foreigner felt his life and property more secure than here in Canton; but 
the grave events of the 12th ultimo have left behind a different impression^. 
For a space of near two hours the foreign factories were within the power of an 
immense and excited mob, the gate of one of them was absolutely battered 
in, and a pistol was fired out, probably without hall, or over the heads of the 
people, for at least it is certain that nobody fell. If the case had .been other¬ 
wise, Her Majesty’S Government and the British public would have had to 
learn that the trade and peaceful intercourse with this empire was indefinitely 
interrupted by a terrible scene of bloodshed and ruin. And all these desperate 
hazards have been incurred, my Lord, for the scrambling and, comparatively^ 
considered, insignificant gains of a few .reckless individuals, unquestionably - 
founding their conduct upon the belief, that>'(9K^ #ere exempt from the ; 
operation of alllaw, British; .or; Chinese. l ■ ‘ 

• I owe it tb ; ttiyself to Bay, th^t foreseeing the serious consequences which 
njpst arise from the further of this evil, I wrote more thana year and a ; 

Ma|f since, tb; the^eifoM Commerce, moving tfen^lfo^ufieAheir 

efforts to pat- it down, jf/isTalso' aa jitet of simifor justice to that body, '* 
to the grot mjoiity of the foreign community settled here,) testate..that: . 
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j$his peculiar form bf the traffic .hw been practised or fcijpiibBriiiindBd, vbij 
few amongst theiri. ;; But it was''extending itself widely amongst jfers.^^bt 
forming part of the resident sdciety, and in no, long lapse of time, it must have' 
brought to Canton the refuse of all the countries in our neighbourhood. > 

Indeed, judging of the future From the past; I feel warranted iri saying, that 
■within the space of one year from this time, there would have been at least 
three hundred armed and; laVless men carrying -on, this business';ih the very 
heart of our regular commerce. And if tlie extent of the mischief hourly 
impending, was in some sense susceptible of estimate, I must remark-that no 
satisfactory course of remedy has ever yet presented itself to my mind. But 
that Iler Majesty's Government would have been driven into the necessity of 
very urgent, expensive, and hazardous measures upon the most painful grounds, 
appeared to me to be a. certain result of the'protraction of this forced traffic 
within the river, arid at the factories; and with this conviction I. resolved to 
use all lawful means in iny power to draw it to a conclusion, and to prevent its 


recurrence. 

1 should observe in this place, that the remarkable vigour, riot merely of 
the local, but of the general government, for some months back, furnished addi¬ 
tional cause to apprehend some exceedingly serious dilemma. And regarding 
the subject in every point of view, 1 could riot but perceive that a person in my 
station should lose no time in taking such a position as would give weight to 
his representations in any moment of emergency. 

1 made ujt my mind to incur the responsibility of making my communi¬ 
cations under the character “Pin,” because I .was sensible that it was vain 
to hope this Government would consent to give way upon such a point, so long 
'as there was an absence of really pressing necessity; and in that situation of 
affairs, I ant as sure the change would pass without difficulty, aurl probably 
■without comment. Indeed, I felt I could shape my owh proceedings on the 
present occasion in such a manner as would necessarily involve the principle, that 
British officers should intercommunicate upon a footing of equality with native 
officers of the same ranks; and more than that, I am afraid it will be impos¬ 


sible to get from this Government without driving it to extremities upon 
matters of form. I would also respectfully press upon your Lordship the 
assurance that the idea of the character is that of respectful report, not of 
solicitation, or petition ; and regard being had to the lofty tone assumed by all 
Asiatic Powers ; to the particular genius bf this language and government; to 
its strangeness to foreign intercourse ; and, above all, to the fact, that it is the 
manner of address 1 used by native officers, even of the third rank; 1 cannot but 
hope that I shall be excused for determining not to continue the interruption of 
the public communications in a moment of- crisis {with the trade actually 
stopped, and with other serious evils impending) upon such a ground as that. 

The next point I have to notice in my own correspondence with the 
Governor, is the request that he would command the officer^ who might be 
employed in the duty of dismissing these boats from the river, to accompany 
me to their ordinary place of anchorage. 1 advert to this subject, because it 
has been put prominently forward in "the torrent of censure which has. Been 
poured upon me through the medium of the CantoiT newspapers. My Lord, I 
requested his Excellency to let the officers place themselves in communication 
with me, because I was not without reason to believe that sanie of the thought¬ 
less people in those vessels might be contemplating the forcible'Opposition of 
the authority of this Government; and I hoped that niy presence iri my own 
boat would prevail such dangerous absurdity. But assuiriirig for a moment 
that they had been wild eriough to do so, and life bad beCri lost, it .was duty ‘ 
to take every care in my power, that the persons of Britisb !, ’subjecfs (be their 
crime what it might) did riot fall into the hands of tlie Ghiiid^B'Goverriment; 
aud it was further inejimbent upon mfe to protect the property of British 
subjects, guiltless of those illegal practices which had induced the stoppage of 
the trade* from inconvenience of any description. - T was also mainly influenced 
in this respect, by the desire to establish the general principle, that measures of 
an urgent nature affecting Her Majesty’s subjects, needed the admission of Her 
Majesty’s officers. 1 ' ’/‘VOc 5 '' 

The opening of this official communication, fotyearded tome by the Foo 
arid Ileej needs' afevrwords of comment., Theseofficers, it will be observed, 
command me to heed. the,Governor's, edicti^jemd ^ave enough of .experience 


oith^tempetoft 
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sbbula have drivpa tliem into one of those itnpracticable ruobfis : of 
offended dignity, the sure fruit of which would,-have been the contumelious 
refusal of all official communication, and an obstinate adherence to their own 
policy of working out their ends by measures of general pressure upon the 
whole trade. 

I preferred, therefore, to pass it without notice for the present, determining, 
on the first occasion that the Governor desired to communicate with me on any 
important subject in the only way by which he knows such communications 
can reach me, to send a brief note before hand to the officers, .requesting them, 
for the sake of precision, to signify that they are communicating his Excel¬ 
lency’s pleasure, and not'their own. I shall at the same time take occasion to 
lynt, that this course will obviate the disagreeable necessity which would other¬ 
wise devolve upon me, of returning the edict to bis Excellency for correction, 
pointing out the inaccuracy, and complaining of their own unreasonable 
adherence to an arrogation of his Excellency’s authority, rather than of simple 
obedience to his commands. With the essential point in my hand, T. felt that 
it would be unwise to risk its complete accomplishment by difficulties upon 
what 1 am well aware are the mere tricks of wordy assumption, so characteristic 
of Chinese negociation, and which I can set to rights without hazard on some 
future and more favourable occasion. 

Neither did I object to receive the Governor’s assent to the principle, that 
all communications of importance must be forwarded through the officers, in 
an answer addressed to the Senior Hong Merchant; because I sincerely felt 
that his Excellency had made a*s much of substantial concession for the present, 
as a functionary in his station could venture upon, without the express orders 
of his Court. And after what hail been gained, 1 perceived how necessary it 
was to refrain from exciting the ready feeling, that to grant anything, is only to 
feed the spirit of demand. ^ 

1 hope, my Lord, that this attainment of. direct official communication 
between the two countries will, on the whole, be satisfactory to Her Majesty’s 
Government, it is the first permanent intercourse of the kind which has ever 
existed between this ancient Empire and the Western world ; and with the rule 
plainly admitted, and the countenance of Her Majesty’s Government, prudent 
and watchful officers will, I trust, find it less perplexing to improve and extend 
the manner, than it has been to establish it. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent . 


Inclosure 1 in No. 137. 

Mr. James lnilcs to E. Elmslie, }£sq-, Secretary to Her Majesty’s Superintendents. 
.Sir, Canton, December 7," 1839. 

f HAND you ill an attested copy of the protest against the Co-Hong, T 
verified before you an oath last night, and its attendant list. 

I beg that you will place both in the possession of Her Majesty’s Chief 
Superintendent, at Macao, in case of the parties, whose property is in peril, being 
disposed to look for redress through the intervention of the British Government. 

I served on Howqua’s confidential purser with my own 1 valid, last night, tile 
principal documents of which inclosed is a true copy; and a Chinese translation 
of the protest, made out by Mr. Morrison, accompanied the other papers. 

", I beg the favor you will acknowledge receipt, and I remain, Sic.,* , 

’ ;Vc ■' (Signed). JAMES INNES. 

Inclosure 2 in No, 137. 

, PROTEST. 

is* . .. * 

Gmtfau, jpeemfof GffSSg. 

I€Np\y all by these presents, and itibfe particularly do ydti^Hiiwijiia, 

r--7v: \> ■ 2 'U . . 
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break down and unroof the house I dwell in, one Creek factory- belt known to 
you, that the goods, per list and valuation attached, are the property bf the 
parties therein named ; and should you, by breaking down my factory where, 
they are deposited, lead to loss, robbery, or destruction of the property, I, on 
the part of the owners, hold you liable, jointly and severally, for the value as 
stated in the list sent. The sum at peril is, sterling pounds, 23,370/. 13s. 9d., 
equivalent to Spanish dollars, 101,9*31. 

I furnish a copy of the list, valuation, and of this protest to Her Majesty's 
Superintendent at Macao, for the information of the British Government**" 

A true copy, served in Chinese and English on Howqua. 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 

James Innes makes oath and declares the annexed to be a true and correct 
list of goods in his custody, as mentioned in the above protest. 

(.Signed) JAMES INNES. 

Before me, this sixth day of December, 1838, at Canton, in Chinn. 

(Signed) EDWARD ELMSLIE, 
Secretory and Treasurer to the Superintendents. 

[Here follows the list of goods.] 


Inclosure 3 in No. 1*37. 

Captain Elliot to Mr. James Innes. 

Her Majesty’s Cutter Louisa, 

At anchor in Whampoa Reach, 
Sir; December 11 , 1838. 

YOUR protest against the steps lately menaced in your respect by the Hong 
merchants, has been duly submitted to me ; and I need hardly observe, that 
Her Majesty’s Government would, of course, hold the Government of this 
Empire responsible for any violence committed cn your person or property, 
except such as should he lawfully ordered by the proper authorities of this 
province, upon clear proof of the allegations against you. 

In connexion with this part of the subject, 1 seize this occasion to express 
my sincerest gratification that these rash threats were met by the general body 
of the foreign community with becoming firmness, and yet calmly and 
judiciously. Neither can 1 withhold a tribute of respect towards the unfortu¬ 
nate and goaded Hong merchants, for their early return within the influence of 
a better spirit. Turning now to other points, I consider myself called upon, 
after the most attentive reflection, to counsel and enjoin you forthwith to place 
yourself in communication, either with the Governor directly, or with the Cp- 
Hong, for his Excellency’s information, as you may judge best, setting forth 
your request that all immediate proceedings, on account of this matter, against 
all parties whatever, should be stayed; and expressing your readiness to conform 
to any decision which the officers of your nation may take, after full examina¬ 
tion of the charges against you. 

And I now formally and unreservedly hold myself responsible, as Her 
Majesty’s officer, for all loss or detriment which may be occasioned by the effect 
of any unsustainable decision of mine, either upon your own interests or 
v property, or upon those of any other parties intrusted to your management. 

. I entertain a persuasion that you will not need any assurance of the perfect 
sincerity of my dispositions to end this matter in a manner which may be most 
conducive to your, well understood interests; and above all, to what you will 
. consider to.Jje of paramount importance; namely, to your continued fair 
standing in the estimation of that class of people to which you belong by birth, 
and,feeling,'And education. , , . 

I am almost ip the certainty, and I do not speak lightly, that th<T photrac- 
.rvtion of the present state of things will be attended"'with very disastrous 
; ' consequences, for which no triumph or no advantages^ any nature could ever 
's'^compeusate you ; but which, at the same time, I 'feel bound to record nay 
^deliberate conviction would, be morally chargeable uporfyou, if iyou'Vpeaaistii ia 
rejecting pH'reasonable modes of ending the actual condition, of diffieAj«v ystm, 
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, . I do conjure you, Sir, in anxious terms, timely and wisely to withdraw 
yo'unJelf from a very unsuitable position. And -I perceive no more becoming 
'mode of effecting that object, tHan the one which I have now submitted to you. 
It makes the case, to all intents and purposes, the case of Her Majesty’s 
Government; and if wrong be done, either by the provincial authorities, or by 
myself, effectual means of redressing it will always remain to be used. 

’• 1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


• Inclosure 4 in'No. 137. 

Mr, James Innes to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Canton, December 12, 1838. 

I THIS forenoon had the honour to receive your letter of the 11 th of 
December, 1838. 

I shall take into consideration the purport of vonr communication, and, 
on advising with my friends, let you know my resolution. 

I have, 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 137. 

Mr. James Innes to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Canton, December 13, 1838. 

I II WE been duly honoured with your letter of the 11th instant (as 
acknowledged yesterday by me) and I feel particularly obliged by your consi¬ 
deration for me and my interests; yet, all things considered, I do not feel 
myself in a position to avail of your proffered services, not doubting you will be 
too happy to be freed from the trouble, provided matters are arranged so that 
the Coolies are safe and free from torture, and the trade no longer obstructed on 
rny account. ' I have, &c., . 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 137. 


Captain Elliot to Mr. James Innes. 

Sir,, Canton, December 13, 1838. 

fl HAVE to acknowledge your letter of this day’s date. 
y It would certainly be more agreeable to me not to interpose at all on this 
occasion, supposing (1 use the freedom to avail myself of your own language, 
for the sake of clear mutual understanding) that the Coolies are safe and free 
from torture, and that the trade is no longer obstructed on your account. 

A direct application from the Provincial Government upon the subject, 
would necessarily change my position in this respect 

■ - • •. I have, &c., • .. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent.. 

Inclosure 7 in No, 137. *. j 


_sS 


: Observations made by Captain Elliot at a. Ojtneral Mectivg of all Foreign f ** 

f Eesi^ents at Qdnton t assembled (ti the British Hall. • -’yj- Jfc 

# '-fpSaAtoJir,IT, 

*4*v.iGATTAIN Ettlobeyed,.that.;^ft» ! ,eyetvWj&WV' 
necessarily, engage^ihe anxious Owdef&iion of tbfc y#ip)e 
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nity in China, and he might therefore wave any forms of hicuse fdr'trespassing ' 
open their attention. To tlie other foreigners, who had dope him the hdhbur 
to attend the meeting, he had, in the first "plane, to return his sincere and 
respectful thanks for the countenance they had afforded his own countrymen in 
Lhe firm and. judicious resistance which had been made to the menaced destruc¬ 
tion of Mr. Inne.s's house; and he begged the. whole meeting to assure them¬ 
selves that he regarded the outrage upon their feelings, by the attempted execu* ‘ 
tion of a criminal before their doors, with the same feelings of indignation by 
which they had been excited. 

See king, however, for the immediate source of this critical interruption of 
the usual course of events, he felt bound to say that he found it in the existence 
of an extensive traffic in opium, conducted in small boats upon the river. Tlys 
present results of that traffic should be shortly stated and considered ; the actual 
interruption of the legal trade ; the seizure and imminent jeopardy of innocent 
men; the daily exposure of every native connected with the foreigners to 
similar disastrous consequences; the life and property of the whole foreign 
community at the mercy of an immense mob for the space of at least two 
hours ; the distressing degradation of the foreign character ; the painful fact that 
such courses exposed us more and more to the just indignation of this Govern¬ 
ment and people, and diminished the sympathies of our mvn : of its futurity it 
might be safely predicted that it would fall into the hands of the reckless, the 
refuse, and probably the convicted, of all the countries in our neighbourhood. 
Attentively considering these and other points. Captain Elliot felt that it 
became him to explain the course which it was fiis purpose to pursue, with the 
view to the rc-establishment of a safer and more creditable condition of circum¬ 
stances. He should forthwith serve a notice upon the boats in the river, to the 
effect, that if they were, British owned, and were cither actually or occasionally 
engaged in the traffic, they must proceed outside w ithin three days, and cease to 
return with any similar pursuits; that failing their conformity with these 
injunctions, he should place himself in communication with the Provincial 
Government, and frankly and fully express the views of his own upon the neces¬ 
sary, and perfectly admissible treatment of so serious an evil. He could not, 
however, help indulging the hope that the general reprobation of the whole com¬ 
munity would have lhe effect of relieving him from the performance of a duty 
on many accounts extremely painful to him. And Captain Elliot concluded by 
anxiously conjuring the community to lend him their hearty support ana co-ope- 
• ration on the present occasion. To the other foreigners present, be would use 
lhe freedom to observe, that he w r as the only agent in this country whose 
pursuits were unmixedly public; and so long as he wras advocating the prin¬ 
ciples of truth and justice in our relations with this Government and people, he 
might take the liberty to say that he was, in some sense, the representative of 
their honoured countries as well as of his own. > 1 

(Sighed) EDWARD ELMSLIE, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 


fnclosure S in No. 137. v 
Public Notice, to Her Majesty's Subjects. 

I, CHARLES ELIJOT, Chief Superintendent of the Trade of British 
Subjects in China, moved by urgent considerations immediately affecting the 
'safety of the byes and properties of all Jler Majesty’s subjects, engaged in the 
trade at Canton, do hereby formally give _notice and require, that all British 
owned schooners, cutters, and otherwise rigged small craft, either habitually or 
occasionally engaged in the illicit opium traffic within the Bocca Tigris, should 
proceed forthf;h? tbt same within the space of three days from the'date of these 
, presents, ahdf$%return, within, the said: Bocca Tigris, being engaged, in the said 
illicit opium tfafnc. “ " ' ' . 

• And I, the said Chief .Su^utvfeudftp.f, do fnritat. wcAaco and vfani d\\ 
—Her Majesty’s subjects .engaged in thq afqfesaidVlU0(^.am traffic, within the 
Bocca Tigris, in such-schooners,: nutters, or other,wise . jigged shiaff craft',' that If 
...any native of'the Chiuefte Empire shall come by his or her death, by khv 4pijjp(i 
feloniously inflicted by .ajay British’ &bj$et or .subjects,; any siich 
or subjects, being daly convicted thereof, are liable to capital if 
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the.cri.tne had,been committed within the jurisdiction of Her Majesty’s Courts 

afc, Westminster. ■ j 

• And I, the said Chief Superintendent, do further give notice and warn ait ' 
British subjects, being owners of such schooners, cutters, or otherwise rigged small' 1 
craft engaged in the said illicit opium traffic within the Bocca Tigris, that Her 
Majesty’s Government will in no way interpose if the Chinese Government shall 
think fit to seize and confiscate the same. 

$nd I, the said Chief Superintendent, do further give notice and warn all 
British stTbjects employed in the said schooners, cutters, and otherwise rigged 
small craft engaged in the illicit traffic in opium within the Bocca Tigris, that 
the forcible resisting of the officers of the Chinese Government in the duty of 
searching and seizing, is a lawless act, and that they are liable to consequences 
and penalties in the same manner as if the, aforesaid forcible resistance were 
opposed to the officers of their own, or any other Government, in their own, or 
in any foreign country. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Canton, this eighteenth day of 
December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight . 

(L.S.) (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent of the Trade of British 
Subjects in China. 


inojosure f; in No. 137. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, December 23, 1838. 

THE Undersigned, &c., &e., deliberating on those serious risks to which 
the lives and properties of many innocent men, both natives and foreigners, are 
exposed, considers that it is his duty respectfully and plainly to lay his thoughts 
before your Excellency. 

Seeking for the immediate source of this dangerous state of things, he 
finds it in the existence of an extensive opium traffic, conducted in small craft, 
within the river. 

From one condition of undisturbed lawlessness to another, and still more 
hazardous, the course is sure add-rapid. 

Illegalities will he committed, and more frequently the difficulty of distin¬ 
guishing between the right and wrong, will daily become more difficult; violent 
affrays will be of constant recurrence; life, and probably the life of innocent 
men, will be sacrificed ; some general catastrophe will ensue ; and there will be 
employment, profit, and impunity for none but the reckless and the culpable. ' 

The Government of’the British nation will regard these evil practices With 
no feelings of leniency, but, on the contrary, with severity and continual 
anxiety; in proof of this, the Undersigned has now to acquaint your Excellency 
that he has already, on the 18th day of this month, formally required all boats 
(owned by British subjects) engaged in this traffic, to leave the river within 
three days. 

He cannot faithfully declare that these injunctions have been fulfilled ; and 
he has therefore now to request that your Excellency will signify your pleasure, 
through the honourable officers, the Kwang Chow Foo and Kwang Hoc, so that 
sill those concerned in these pursuits may know that he has received your 
.Excellency’s authority for this notice. 

The Undersigned is without doubt, that the continuance of this traffic in ? 
the inner waters will involve the whole foreign -community at Canton in some f 
.disastrous difficulty; and his gracious Sovereign would not interpose for the 



warning shall be authentically 

■ tlteir own f nation. : v ! ■ ■ , . 

It is'further to bd desired, that your Excellency would command the. 

_Li:t_ '-'ii:'! L„ ——_1_ u'KZ-., *..***.*:*.. . 4^ _1 A ,% . -fou 



cations should be forwarded through the honourable officers from any vain or 
idle pretensions on his own part, but only that he may be able to impress on 
his own countrymen, in cases of emergency, that he is acting at your Excel¬ 
lency’s requisition, that his representations may be more effectual, and that his 
own Government may see he has had proper authority, ns well as urgent occasion, 
lor his proceedings. 

Neither does thepndersigned desire to trouble your Excellency upon 
trifling affairs. So soon as the intercourse is renewed, all such matters c can be 
conducted between the official Hong merchants and himself, agreeabTV to your 
Excellency’s further arrangements. 

Influenced by motives of solicitude for the character of his country, and 
the general protection of the interests of a good trade, the Undersigned feels it* 
right to submit his ow r n views to your Excellency of this moment; and he has, 
therefore, used the character “Pin" in this address; but he requests your 
Excellency to signify, through the honourable officers, that it is a mode of 
address used by native officers, even of the second rank, so that it may be seen 
by the Government of his own country that lie has acted upon admissible 
principles. 

He can assure your Excellency that there is no disposition to press incon¬ 
venient changes on the Government of the Empire, hut only such modifications 
as are needlul for the conduct of authentic intercourse, so that peace and 
honourable trade may always subsist. 

The Undersigned, in conclusion, respectfully, but very earnestly, entreats 
you Excellency to pardon the two Coolies who were lately apprehended in the 
act of landing opium belonging to Mr. Jnnes. Clear as it is from the declara¬ 
tion of that gentleman, that these poor men were ignorant of the contents ol 
the boxes, their present unhappy condition is a distressing reflection. 

Your Excellency’s clemency on this occasion would he grateful to the 
Government of the British nation, and to the whole foreign community 
in China. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to your Excel¬ 
lency the sentiments of his highest consideration. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent. 


Iuclosure 10 in No. 137. 

The Prefect and Commandant of Canton, jointly , to Captain Elliot. 

CHOO, the Prefect of Kwang-CbowT’oo, and Han, Commandant of the 
same department, jointly issue commands*, to the English Superintendent, 
Elliot. ....... 

On the 25th of December, 1838, they received from the Governor of 
Kwangtung and Kwangse, Tang, the. following official, document:— 

“l received,, on the 23rd of December; the subjoined address, from the 
English Superintendent Elliot. . ■ 

[The address of December 23 (fnclosun ? 9) is here inserted.] 

“ Upon receipt hereof, the document being authenticated, 1 have given it 
due consideration. , . . ; 

“ l he said Superintendent came, I find, to Cauton, in obedience to com¬ 
mands received from his Sovereign, to exercise eontroul over the merchants and 
seamen; to. repress the depraved, and to extirpate evils. Having such 
commands given to him, he must needs also have powers. . It is very inexplicable, 
then, that these boats having, in violation of the laws, entered the river, he 
should now find it difficult to send them otit again, owing to his not having the- 

confidence ip jdl. , .. 

“ But seeing that be .has. now addressed me as above, and that in his; 
address he hss.jffainly stated, that the Government of;lhe .British nation will 
regard these evil practices with. no feelings of leniency, but; on the contrary, 
with severity and continual anxiety: seeing thiy, it is'dlear that he: yet has a- 

* distinct understanding of his,duty as a represser ojf thesevil and protector of the 

• gQ&d- j Nor has he sought to excuse the difficulty he.has met with by pleading 



335 


inability. It is not, then, befitting in me to adhere obstinately to the letter of 
the law, and so isolate him from the object for which he has come hither. ; 

. “ The request is therefore grafted ; and the Prefect and Commandant of 
Kwang Chow, shall be directed, in the adoption of modified measures suited to‘ 
the occasion, to give you sealed commands, so that you may have authority tor 
proceeding in obedience thereto. But hereafter, in any affairs wherein .you are 
concerned, commands shall continue to he received through the medium’ of the 
Senior Tlong merchants. The present measure must not be drawn forward as a 
precedent:* 

“The Superintendent aforesaid must faithfully order away every one of. 
the said boats, and must never permit them to return. Should any dare 
perversely to disobey or make sport of his commands, he is authorized instantly 
to represent the case, that proceedings may be thereon taken. 

t‘I, the Governor, having under my sway the whole land of Ytie, and 
having on occasions to make most, vigorous exercise of power, it may well be 
conceived that these boats trouble me not one iota. 

“ As soon as these boats shall have sailed, the merchant ships may at once 
have their trade re-opcned as usual. There has been no intention to cause any 
protracted stoppage of it: and there is therefore no ground for anxiety on. 
that point. 

“ With reference to documents presented by foreign countries to officers 
of the Celestial Empire, on any affairs, all others are required to use the term 
Pin. This is one of the fixed statutes regarding intercourse between the 
central and foreign nations, and a rule, therefore, which it is in an especial 
degree impossible to overleap. The Superintendent aforesaid not being a blind 
and unenlightened man, how can he plead ignorance of this ? Besides, the 
Sovereign of his nation has ever been reverentially compliant. And if you, a 
subject and servant of that Sovereign, show that you indeed estimate the 
sentiments felt, and carefully and diligently fulfil your duties! conformably to 
them, you will receive a high meed ol praise. How can your well-doing be 
found fault with as being wrong ? On this point also the said Superintendent 
need give himself no anxiety. 

“ As to the two offenders. Lew Aving, and his fellow, they are natives of 
the land, and it having been clearly proved and recorded that they, in com¬ 
pliance with Innes’s desire, took a letter and received opium, they have been 
sent for final trial to the Commissioner of Justice. The care and intelligence 
exercised by the Celestial Empire, in the infliction of punishments, insure a 
correct judgment in regard to their offence, so that they may neither suffer 
oppression nor obtain impunity. It is not necessary, therefore, to beg any 
favour for them. 

“ Besides requiring the senior Hong merchants, Howqua, &c., to proceed 
in the first place, to enjoin on the said Superintendent these commands, that he 
may know them, I also issue these, instructions to the Prefect of the Depart¬ 
ment, that he may forthwith proceed, in concert with the Commandant of the 
same Department, to give sealed commands, directing the said Superintendent 
Elliot to act in obedience thereto. Me must direct that the foreign boats of all 
nations, every one of them, leave the river within three days, and he must not 
allow them to linger thereafter for a single instant. Should any offer resistance,' 
he must, on the one hand, expel them with severity, and, on the other hand, 
make representation, that measures may be taken in consequence. Lei him also 
be directed, for the future, to give pressing attention to the duty of restraining 
the foreigners of.every nation, and of preventing boats and ships from bringing 
opium, or other prohibited commodities, into the river. The small boats for 
the conveyance of letters, when entering and going out, must also conform to 
the established rules, by stopping to be examined at the Custom-House stations 
which they pass. He must not suffer them to resist this regulation, lest they } 
be expelled altogether. Be earnest and speedy t earnest and speedy !” 

The Prefect and Commandant, having received this document*, proceed to : 
give commands, which, when the raid Superintendent Elliot receives, he must 
forthwith*"conform to. He must direct that the foreign boats of all nations, 
every one of. them, leave the river within three days ; and he must not altqw . 
them to linger, thereaftervfor a single instant. Should any offer resistance, he 
must. on the one ; handy expel them 'with severity; and’on the other haj\d, make 
re^eseatatjqn, that measures rnaypbd taken in consequence. He must also, for , 



the future, give pressing attention to thp duty of restraining, Jpjjeigners M 
every nation, and of preve nting boats) and ships jffoto; ttfin, o* .v- 

prohibited commodities, intd fhe river, ^ the small boats for'the copwyj^iice'of 
letters* when entering and going-'otit, inujst alsq cortform'io tW cs&blUlicd 
rules,, by stopping to he examined at the Custom-house stations .which tfyey 
pass. None must resist this regulation, , lest they be expelled . altpgeihcr. 
Oppose not these my commands. ' * . 

Tnoukwang, 18th year;: 11th month, 10th day (20th December, 1838,) ‘"’l 
• r>i ,(L.S.) 6f the kwang-Chow-Fop,, 

‘ (L.S.) of the Kvvang-Chow-Hee.: 

True Translation: 

‘ (Signed) 3. Root. Mqurisok, 

' ' ■•*•' '' Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 

" i ’ Inelosure 11 in No. 137. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

" ■ • i ’■ Canton, December 28-, 1838. 

- - : • • * • •’ \ 

ELLIOT, the English Superintendent, has the honour to address If is 
Excellency the Governor,, &c., and to offer his thanks for the communication of 
the 26th instant through the honourable officers, the Fo,0 and 11 <e. . 

By these means he will be enabled to obtain the confidence of all in his 
authority lor acting; to put into effect your Excellency’s great and wise desire • 
to remove the evil and quiet the well-disposed;, and to bring to an end all those 
irregularities (so far as his own countrymen are concerned) which have 
disturbed the tranquil state of trade and the conduct of affairs. Vi 

It remains for him, however, to,draw two pr .three points under your 
Excellency’s further consideration. 

The grounds whereon the Undersigned has ventured to use the word “ Pin ” 
on his addresses are these alone:—that by the rules of the Celestial Empire, all 
subordinate officers make ‘ use' of the word)n tHeii' addresses to superior 
officers, and that it is reasonable that he should conform to such usage. 

With reference to your Ex'celletiCy’s’directimV,' thkt hereafter, in any affairs 
wherein he is concerned,commands shall continue to, be received through the 
medium of the senior Ho'ng’fherchaffts;'iI ffbdlcl’hd msAulf at once to conform 
to this, were he not apprehensive that there may be affairs of importance op., t 
which he >must'Cbntvntf^ to request instructions in reply to his addresses, 
through the apedium of ;thc honourable officers. * Tbel UddCTsignedj lbbkhig not 
merely to the passing moment, ; but. anxiously seeking'to-set inattcrs oiva stable d. 
and permanent looting, feels itfor,this-raason 'neoessary renew this request, 

in regard to matters pf> importance, seeing;that such a mode of communication 
must be ’essential, to, his,being placed a position to act. 

To this end he lias again troubled vour Excellency, &c. 

. ..(Signed-^.CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Inclosure 12 in No. 137. 

The Governor of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

TANG, governor'of Kwnngtung and Kwaugse, &C-, &p., commands the 
Hong merchants, Howqua, Mbwqua, and Pahkbqua,' to mokethemsetyes Pully-, 
acquainted with the contents hereof. * ‘ ':‘, n : . . 

On the-28th t of Dtceinber, 1838, the English Superintendent, 1 iSlliot; hud,?./ 
before me the subjoined address. ' ,f ‘ ''' f ' . 

{Tke address of December 28 (Inclosure II) « here inserted. 1 ] *’).*'£* 

This : address' appearing before me, and being autltbhti6att,ctji ha ye,given 
e considcratidft. • • %• . v«m;cv ; •: •« ■ >*<•• • .• \ 

*• The Superintendent aforesaid had already, on a reqepi 
me in reference to the boats delaying to Idkve the' 

l ^ j , i * < yt ■* ' * ' * ■ ' * ,'■**'* * 


t occasion, addressed 

and ' itie. di^djtyr U*. 

il ;r , -W’nnyj 
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found in requiring their departure, and had solicited commands through the' 
Prefect and Commandant, in order that he might have authority for his pro- - 
ceedings. I, the Governor, seeing that his request was dictated by a desire to' 
remove the bad and protect the well-disposed, did therefore, breakthrough the 
rules, and assent to what he solicited. \ . 

With reference to the matter of his present address, as above'Stated, when 
hereafter there shall be any really important matter, wherein it may be requisite 
for the said Superintendent to act in concert, it will of course be fitting to 
make an arrangement requiring the Prefect and Commandant aforesaid to give • 
him directions. For such matters as arc of an ordinary nature, the old regu¬ 
lations still subsist, and, iu conformity with them, commands must still be 
received through the medium of the senior v Hong merchants. The Super¬ 
intendent aforesaid must not indeed, in opposition to these regulations, make 
any idle requests. I, the Governor, being intrusted with the scales of Govern¬ 
ment, can by no means make the established ordinances of the Celestial Empire ' 
adapt themselves to the requests of men. 

With reference to the boats aforesaid, which have so trifled with the laws 
as still to protract their stay, the Superintendent has not, in his address, stated 
wliat measures he has, iu accordance with my commands, adopted for their 
expulsion, or whether they have yet sailed or not. 

I proceed to issue these commands to the senior Hong merchants aforesaid, 
requiring them immediately to make faithful inquiry on this point, and to report 
the result, that I may’determine; accordingly. At the same time, let them 
enjoin my commands on the said Superintendent, for his information. Oppose 
not these my commands. 

Taoukwang, J8th year, 11th month, 13th day (29th December, 1838.) 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosure 13 in No. 137. 


Circular. 


Official Notice to Her Majesty's Subjects. 

Canton , January l, 1839. 


THE Chief Superintendent has to announce, that the senior Hong mer¬ 
chant has reported the commands of the Government to re-open the trade. 

By order of the Chief Superintendent. 

4 (Signed) • EDWARD KLMSLIE, 
Secretary and Treasurer to the Superintendents. 


Tnclosure 14 in No. 137. 

Official Notice to Her Majesty's Subjects. 

Canton, December 31, 1838. 

THE Provincial'. Government. having consented to communicate direct 
with the Chief Superintendent on ail important business, under the seals of the 
Kwang-Chow-Foo and Kwang Hee, hq has the honour to announce to Her 
Majesty’s • subjects, that the public intercourse is, renewed. *And <as there : 
appears to have been some misunderstanding with respect to the manner in 
which his own addresses reach the. Governor,.he ; haa to observe, that- it had 
already h’eer. forinally conceded that his seals should, always he broken by his 
"Excellency himself. . , ••• 

’ The. fjaper marked Nq^Hia tKe; copy of thatpart of the Chief Superintend ' 
dent’s late correspondence 'with the Governor, relating to the traffic in opium 
conducted in small boats within the river. No. 2 , is fits Excellency’s reply to 
those observations. *V" 

' ■■ ■■ 2 X " ■ ' ' " “ '** 
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Her Majesty’s subjects •will perceive, tlrat the motives -arid reasons whidi 
had led the Chief Superintendent so urgently to enjoin the immediate cessation 
of this state of things, are identical with those which form the ground of* bis 
address to the Governor. 

After the most deliberate reconsideration of this course of traffic (which 
he heartily hopes has'ceased for ever) the Chief Superintendent will once more 
declare his own opinion, that in its general effects, it was intensely mischievous 
to every branch of the trade ; that it was rapidly staining the British character 
with deep disgrace; and, finally, that it exposed the vast public and private 
interests iuvolvcd in the peaceful maintenance of our regular commercial 
interc ourse with this empire, to imminent jeopardy. 

Thus profoundly impressed (and after the failure of his own public entrea¬ 
ties and injunctions), the Chief Superintendent feels that he would have 
betrayed his duty to his gracious Sovereign and his country, if he had hesitated 
beyond the period he had formally fixed, effectually to separate Her Majesty’s 
Government from any direct or implied countenance of this dangerous irregu¬ 
larity. Looking steadily at its effects on British interests and British character, 
he had further resolved to shrink from no responsibility in drawing it to a 
conclusion; aud he will as firmly use all lawful means in his power to prevent 
its recurrence. It is a source of great support to him, that the general body of 
the whole community, settled at Canton, strongly concur with him in the depre¬ 
cation of this peculiar mischief; and he has not failed to afford Hef Majesty’s 
Government the satisfaction of knowing that such is the case. 

lie takes this occasion to republish that part of the Act oV Parliament and 
the Orders in Council, upon which his instructions are fouude... And whilst he 
would respectfully observe, that it is out of bis power to publish his instructions, 
it is at the same time his duty to promulgate (as he has always done, and 
always will) whatever it may concern the interests of Her Majesty’s subjects 
should be generally known. 

In declaring, therefore, that Her Majesty’s Government will give no 
countenance whatever to proceedings of the kind which he lias now been 
noticing, be requests it may be plainly understood, that he is conveying the 
unequivocal sentiments of his instructions. Events, over which he had no 
oontroul, have cast on this occasion a difficult task on the Chief Superintendent; 
and devoting the most attentive consideration in his power to its suitable 
performance, he can only aver that be has meant to do no more than bis duty, 
but certainly no less. 

In the execution of such an office as his own, however, when decisions 
must almost always be taken in moments of crisis, surrounded by embarrassing 
circumstances, the possibility that illegalities may be committed (with the 
sincerest intentions to avoid them) is not to be denied. It is only just, there¬ 
fore, to remind Her Majesty’s subjects,, that the 9th Clause of the Act of 
Parliament has provided the manner of pursuing their legal remedy. His 
official responsibility can always be fixed upon him by representation to the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to whom it is the Chief Superintendent’s 
duty to transmit all complaints or appeals against himself. 

By order of the Chief Superintendent of the Trade of British Subjects in 
China. 


(Signed) EDWARD ELMSLIE, 
Secretary and Treasurer to the Superintendents. 
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No. 138. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 13, 1839.) 


My Lord, Canton, January 2, 1839. 

'ON the; occasion of transmitting these despatches I venture to address your 
Lordship a few words in a private shape. 1 would, with great deference, take 
the liberty to observe, that when 1 assumed this office recent imperial commands 
were in existence Especially pointed at the British nation) to the effect that no 
foreign officers should reside in this Empire. That chief obstacle has been 
removed ; and if what has since been accomplished seems for the present to carry 
no considerable change in point of form, it nevertheless involves a principle of 
great and comprehensive importance, namely, a permanent and direct official in¬ 
tercourse between the two countries. 1 shall offer no further excuse for the 
moderate manner in which 1 have been content in the present emergency to 
accept this concession, because I am sure, your Lordship will make every allow¬ 
ance for the difficulty of peacefully extracting any formal relaxation from this 
watchful government; above all, relaxation upon the subject of constant official 
relations with foreign Powers, which it has hitherto been the especial spirit of 
Chinese policy to avoid. 

These observations, my Lord, may perhaps serve to excuse the respectful 
request l have now the honour to prefer. 1 humbly hope that Her Majesty’s 
Government (taking into its consideration the novel, responsible, and undefined 
station l fill, and casting a thought upon the many embarrassing circumstances 
which have beset me) would be pleased to determine whether l have a claim to 
such an expression of support, as l may be permitted to publish to the Queen’s 
subjects in this empire. 

There is certainly a spirit in active force amongst British subjects in this 
country, which makes it necessary, for the safety of momentous concernments, 
that the officer on the spot should be known to stand without blame iu the 
estimation of Her Majesty’s Government ;,urul it is not less needful that he should 
be forthwith vested with defined and adequate powers for the reasoualdixcontroul 
of men whose rash conduct cannot he left to the operation of Chinese laws, 
without the utmost inconvenience and risk, and whose impunity is alike injurious 
to British character and dangerous to British interests. 

It is my deliberate conviction, jhat the security of the China trade, and the 
maintenance of cur peaceful intercourse with this empire, depend upon the early 
attention of Her Majesty’s Government to this subject; and I take this occasion 
to repeat, that the assent of the Chinese Government to institutions of this kind 
is beyond ail doubt; indeed, your Lordship will perceive from the Governor’s 
answer to my note of the 23rd ultimo, that he supposes they either actually are 
in existence, or, at all events, that they ought to he. 

It may be thought that it would be easy to place this point beyond dispute, 
by addressing his Excellency specially upon the subject; but 1 take the liberty to 
observe, that in the absence of the necessary machinery, that course would be 
injudicious, for the Governor would immediately suspect that something more 
was intended than the mere permission to exercise functions which it will he 
difficult enough to make him understand need the sanction of ‘any other 
Government than our own. • 

Your Lordship may bo assured that the theory is, even when they demand 
a man in the case of a homicide, that we have already tried and convicted him 
according to the forms of our own laws. I hope it will not be thought intrusive 
if l mention that I have recently had a conversation with Hovvqua upon this 
point, on which occasion, l explained as carefully as I could, your Lordship’s 
reasoning in the debate in the IJouse of Commons on the China Courts Bill. 
He. concurred in every word th^t was said, and particularly in the inexpediency 
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of drawing th£ Subject under the attention! of this Governtnent. itilli all (things 
were ready to : go into operation*. it was’'a source of "the .'greatest Surprise 
to him that''the Bill bad beenmaiqly atoeated- iny ita progress by Sir.George 
Staunton’s "Objections; and I fouttcl- ithopeless*to make him -admit that he 
understood the objects of Sir George Vanvendment. He ’ referred m’e with 
earnestness to the requests-which- ha4 - been made, before the Company's mono- 
iy was abolished, t6 make provision for the government of Her Majesty’s subjects ; 
and he desired to know what more was wanted, and how it was possible to 
preserve the peace, if all tnt English people .who.came; to thia^cpiifttVy were 
■to be left without''eontroul? He further entreated me to remind “ my, nation’s 
: great ministers,” that this Government never interposed, except in cases of 
extreme urgency, upon the principle that they were ignorant of. our laws .and 
customs, and that it was unjust to subject us to rule made for people of totally 
different habits, and brought up under a totally different discipline.. I must 
confess, my I^ord, that this reasoning.appears to me to be. marked by wisdom 
and= great moderation,‘and at all events, convinced as I am that the necessity of 
Controul, either by British or Chinese law, is urgent, I would most respectfully 
-Submit these views to the attentive consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 
My own anxiety on this subject will be more explicable, when I inform your 
Lordship, that till 1 am differently instructed, I should hold it to be my duty to 
resist to the las*t, the seizure and punishment of a British subject by the Chinese 
law, be his crime what it might; and crimes of the gravest character have lately 
been of every day probability. 

In fact, my Lord, if Her Majesty’s officer is to be of any use for the 
purposes of just protection, if the well-founded hope of ir/moving things 
honourable and established is not to be sacrificed to the chances which may cast 
up by goading this Government into some sudden and violent assertion of its 
own authority, there is certainly no time to be lost in providing for the defined 
•and reasonable eontroid of Her Majesty’s subjects in China. 

I could not hnve concealed these opinions without betraying my duty to 
Her Majesty’s Government and the British public. 

1 have, &e., f 

- • (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 139. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—[Received May 13, 1839.) 

My Lord, - ■ ■ Macao, .January 8, 1839. 

*' ; WITH reference to my Despatch of December 2 of last year, cover¬ 
ing a- Memorial from certain British creditors on-the Hong merchants (a 
subject to which I have been prevented from returning at an earlier moment 
by other pressing business), I now take the liberty .to submit, a few 
•remarks for your Lordship’s consideration. . 

It will disquiet Her Majesty's Government and the British commercial 
community connected with this country,'to learn that, the new. assessments 
for the adjustment of these claims, wili burden-tile foreign commerce, with 
additional charges, probably not. at all understated at a million off dollars 
per annum., As yet, however, the whole extent of taxation on this vast 
trade is comparatively considered moderate: but this practice of leaving 
the recurring claims of foreign creditors to be met by reiterated and dis¬ 
proportionate duties (rated solely by the native’debtors) on all the princi¬ 
pal articles of life legal trade, both outwards,and-in; certainly demands 
the serious'attention of Her Majesty’s Government. 

An upeittr&le upon our side with such an association as the Co-Hong 
on the otftei*, 5 jnust always be a very unfortunate state of things to . our¬ 
selves. But at all events, even so long as that m^chief subsists, 1 believe 
that the interests of this .trade would be protcctech^by the concession of 
vvhat it is only a delusion, to call, the-guarantee b|t|i!s Government,fprAhe 
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^■payment of the Hong debts. In its practical application, that forrii of 
■ -Words % nothing^else than a device for saddling the foreign commerce with 
•vail the heavy consequences of .most imprudent trading on both sides, with 
•all the losses occasioned by incapacity or eXtravaganc«yupon the part’of 
'’•'■the Hong merchants; and if 1 maybe pardoned fav. vising the significant 
jargon of the place, with all the .^squeezes *’ which the local Govcvmncut 
can u port •“any pretext fasten upon tne Co-Ilong. The Consoo fund in fact 
’is ^he fountain from which.; the -multifarious channels of ; drain on the 
foreign* trade arc directly supplied. And yet with the lateossistance there 
call' bc.no doubt that it will leave a handsome annual, surplus to be divided 
f amongst the Hong merchants after, every foreign claim, every payment to 
the Government, just or unjust, and. every expense of their respective 
; 'tVaditig establishments, arc folly met;,,- r .... 

The mode of remedy which has suggested itself to me, is a. direct 
application to the Court on the part of-Her Majesty's Government., I 
would submit that the altered state of circumstances on our side should 
be'plainly explained, and that a request should be made for,the very con¬ 
siderable extension of the number of persons licensed to trade with us; 
Her Majesty’s Government upon its part consenting to give ,up all direct 
claim upon the Chinese Government for the future payment of foreign 
debts oil a single condition, namely, that special orders should be, issued 
by the Emperor to the Authorities at Canton to apprehend and punish 
any native debtors who attempted to defraud their foreign creditors. 

A change of this nature would immediately induce a cautious ad¬ 
herence to safe principles of trade on both sides; and hence that confi¬ 
dence arising from attentive observation of each other’s means alid pru¬ 
dence, which has been found to be the best support of commercial stability 
in all parts of the world. It may be possible indeed.that some few cases of 
successful fraud might happen, but l perceive no reason to believe that 
they would be more easy or frequent on the side of the Chinese, than our 
own. ■■'.•■ ! 

Indeed, the more natural and healthy consequence would be to adjust 
the trade on either side into those convenient proportions, limited by men’s 
interested, and therefore acute judgment, of the extent to which it would 
be prudent or profitable to do business with each other. 

The establishment of some simple but efficacious civil jurisdiction 
would no doubt be a necessary accompaniment of this change of system, 
and your Lordship may, I think, rely that the Chinese would readily 
refer all contested points with Her Majesty’s subjects to this tribunal, 
either ..placing the disputed sum jn depositor at least giving security that 
it should be paid, if the decision were adverse to them. 

I offer these opinions, because 1 am sure the Chinese have great 
confidence m the good faith of the Europeans, and because too l believe 
they are, in many important respects, the most moderate, and reasonable 
people On the-face of the earth. . Seeking nothing but justice (and no 
people are more capable of cleur perceptions upon the reality of what 
they receive under that name), l am persuaded that they will" have the 
good sense, for the sake of mutual convenience, to take it at our hands; 
regarding, indeed, the form under which it is administered to them, with 
feelings of perfect indifference.' , 

1 would, in conclusion, beg your Lordship to remark that these views 
; upon'the extreme mischief of the actual mode of settling foreign claims 
are neither novel, nor peculiar to myself. In the year 1779, when Captain 
< Panton, of the, Sea Horse, came to China by the order of^Sir Edward 
Vernon, for the recovery of- debts due to certain British creditors, I find 
the siipracargoes clearly-predicting* the institution of this Consoo tax, 

1 and all the evil consequences, both immediate and* prospective, which 
must ensue. , . t> . • . 

* 1 , By such a mode/ 5 say they,*" and we.think by such, a.mode only, 

an annual sum may be funded to discharge so much of; thc>present,debt 
as the Mandarins shg.ll decroc to be just.” 

When Gaptgih ^antcyi declined to correspond with them pn the ' 
^subject, they ,pitati^ed against Sir. Edward Vernon and . himself for all ' 
losses* &c. Sic.* which his proceedings might occasion; and the result of his" 
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interference verified their worst apprehensions, for in the next year the 
Consoo system was established to the great and lasting injury of this 
trade. . . 

Throughou'„-fhe subsequent course of the Company's monopoly, their 
servants here on the several occasions of embarrassment amongst the 
Hong merchants, put forward the same just arguments, and Her, Majesty’s 
Government will readily admit, that if the system were dangerous to the 
interests of the East India Company, it must be intensely more sp to 
those of the general and open trade. 

■ The Agents lipon the spot will always and naturally be anxious to have 
their immediate difficulties solved; and the future consequences on our 
permanent commercial interests in this empire are little likely to bear 
down that consideration. 

1 shall transmit your Lordship an authentic statement of the new 
assessments as soon as it can be procured; and in the mean time, 1 once 
more take the liberty to recommend this subject to the earnest attention 
of Her Majesty's Government. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


No. 140. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 18, 1839.) 

My Lord, Macao, January 21, 1839. 

THE departure of the ship William Jardine from these roads, affords 
me a hurried opportunity to report the tranquil course of the trade since its 
re-opening on the 31st ultimo. 

In the mean time, however, there has been no relaxation of the vigour of 
the Government, directed not only against the introduction of the opium, but 
in a far more, remarkable manner against the consumers. A corresponding 
degree of desperate adventure upon the part of the smugglers, is only a neces¬ 
sary consequence; and in this situation of things, serious accidents, and 
sudden and indefinite interruptions to the regular trade, must always be 
probable events. 

I return to Canton in a day or two, from this place, where I had lately 
repaired for the purpose of making arrangements concerning the crew of *a 
shipwrecked vessel. 

[ avail myself of this occasion to acknowledge the receipt of your Lord¬ 
ship’s despatches of the 2nd and 16th of June, 1838. 

I have. &e., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent , 


No. 141. 

,9 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston^—(Received May 31, 1839.) 

' ' * , s ‘ * . 

My Lord, , * ■ Canton , January 30, 1839. 

IN the present sinister aspect of circumstances here; Her Majesty’s 
. Government will qo doubt desire to receive frequent information from Canton; 
, 1 avail myself of the opportunity of a fast ship, to ; |*«t the uninterrupted 

course of the regular trade tp this date, Since its announced in my 

’despatch of the 31st Becbihber of last year, < 
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The stagnation of the opium traffic at all points, however, may lie said to 
have been nearly complete for the last four montjis. And it is now rny duty to 
'signify to your Lordship the expected arrival of a very high officer from the 
Court, to hold equal rank with the Governor, and specially charged, as 1 am 
this day informed by Ilowqua, with the general conduct of the measures lately 
determined upon at Peking, for the suppression of the opium trade.* 

It must also be stated, that the Emperor has recently been advised to 
coirvmaqd a total interruption' of the foreign trade and intercourse, till the 
introduction of opium shall be effectually stopped; and an edict of great 
moment, evidently founded upon that policy, has just been issued to the foreign 
merchants, but not yet to myself. It shall be transmitted to your Lordship as 
goou as Mr. Morrison has translated it; but. it is probable the communication 
will not be sent officially to me till the arrival of the High Commissioner from 
Peking, which may be expected in the course of a few weeks. 

There seems, my Lord, no longer any room to doubt that the Court has 
firmly determined to suppress, or, more probably, most extensively to check the 
opium trade. The immense, and it must be said, most unfortunate increase 
of the supply during the last four years, the rapid growth of the East coast 
trade, and the continued drain of the silver, have no doubt greatly alarmed the 
Government; but the manner of the rash course of traffic within the river, 
lias probably contributed most of all to impress the urgent necessity of 
arresting the growing audacity of the foreign smugglers, and preventing their 
associating themselves with the desperate and lawless of their own large cities. 

In the /suited temper At this extraordinary Government, it would he 
unsafe imlccit, to speculate upon the particular measures they may pursue: hut, 
at least, I am sure that, my own altered position, and the course 1 took last 
month, with respect to the forced trade within the river, will give much weight 
to my remonstrances, in any moment of emergency. 

Replying to Jlowqua’s suggestions to-day, that such proceedings must be 
looked for, 1 said, I earnestly hoped not, because 1 was persuaded they would 
he regarded by my own Government, to he unjust and hostile in the very last 
degree. 1 added, that I should be careful to clear myself of all responsibility, 
by signifying these convictions to’the Provincial Government, in respectful, but 
most plain terms, directly that it adopted courses so certain, in my judgment, to 
tend to an interruption of the peace between the two countries. He met this 
observation by saying, that I had experience enough of t he Chinese Government 
to know that full time would he given before such extreme measures were 
adopted. 1 answered, that the lapse of no interval of time could justify 
aggression upon public and private interests embarked in this lawful trade, by 
reason of the acts of smugglers, iu a high degree encouraged by the chief 
authorities of these provinces. 

Hg dwelt earnestly upon the manifold mischiefs of. the trade, ami parti¬ 
cularly upon the alarming character of the late inside traffic, asking me what 
my Government would do under such circumstances? I said, that no such 
state of things could obtain in England, and he must give me leave to remark 
three things concerning that part of the subject:—1st. that it no longer 
subsisted; 2nd. that it hail been induced by the venality of the highest officers 
of this province; 3rd. that it had been put down by the effect of my repre¬ 
sentations and proceedings, as soon as ever 1 was in a condition to take steps 
concerning it. 

Whilst such a traffic existed, indeed, in the heart of our regular commerce, 
I had all along felt the Chinese Government had a just ground for harsh mea¬ 
sures towards the lawful trade, upon tho plea that there was no distinguishing 
between the right and the wrong. But I told Howqua, that •should never- 
happen again so long as the Governor enabled me to perform my duty; and it 
could not have happened at all, but lor his Excellency’s countenance. 

1 concluded by saying, that I had too much confidence in the justice and 
wisdom of his Government, to apprehend such measures as he appeared to do, 
and too much experience of the genius of mv own, to doubt that their adoption 
would be the sure precursor of a rupture. "■ i 

He anxiously entreated me to press, in my despatches to my Government, 
on the great and giving ddnger of this traffic to the lawful trade and peaceful 
intercourse; and lie ted md to understand, that some strong official command. 



cation on ihelauifcct ‘ must be ejfj^cted '^a ff stSSM' a&**tltfJ 9^'^^ltiffili^oner 
arrived. '"" J , '"^ ^*.4^1 

. The immediate, departure; of this ship -will be my cxcuse^fe a^liiSiifS^’ 
despatch; ; ; ,.y t,J# .>■,£' ( 

(Signed) 1 haV CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


No. 142. • 


Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot.-. 


Sir, , Foreign Office, June 13,1839. 

YOUR despatches to the 31st of December of last year, and to the 
30tli of January of'this year, have been received and laid before Her Majesty’s 
Government. ; 

With reference to such of these despatches as detail the circumstances 
which led to an interruption of the trade for a short period in December last, 
and the steps which you took, in consequence, with a view to tli* re-opening 
of the Trade, and to the rc-establishment of your official communications with 
the Chinese afathorities, 1 have to signify to you the entire approbation of Her 
Majesty’s Government of your conduct on those matters. But I have at the 
same time to instruct you not to omit to avail yourself of any proper oppor¬ 
tunity, to press for the substitution of a less objectionable character than the 
character “Pin,” on the superscription of the communications which you may 
have occasion to address to the Viceroy. 

I am, &c., , 

(Signed) . PALMERSTON. 


No. 143 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.-—{Received June 26, 1839.) 


My Lord, Cannon-, February 8, 1889. 

THE inclosure is the Proclamation to foreigners, adverted to in my 
despatch of January 30, 1839. A direct address to the foreigners, by the heads of 
the Government, (instead of the Hong merchants, for communication to (hem,) 
is certainly a remarkable and unusual, though notan unprecedented proceeding; 
and it furnishes, no doubt, strong evidence of the earnest feelings of the cqprt 
upon the subject in hand. 

It should also be stated, that the Senior Hong merchants applied to one of 
'the editors of the Canton prints, for several hundred printed copies of the transla¬ 
tion which appeared in his paper, and sent one of each*, under their own covers, 
to the foreign firms. , They further declared; that they pursued this perfectly 
'new course at th^-fixpress command of the Governor. .. 

The period of the Chinese new year has now arrived, when the public 
offices are closet!, and there are general holidays for a week or. ten days. 

But I have the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that a large portion of 
,i the trade of the season has already been completed sifiCC; the reopening of 
*■ business, reported in my despatch of December 31, 1838;attd before the arrival 
of the High Commissioner from Peking, which is not looked for in less than 
three weeks, I should hope that the rest will have been dispatched. 
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The stagnation of the opium traffic still continues, and the consequent 
locking up of the circulating medium is already producing great and general 
embarrassment. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

(Jhirf Superintendent.. 


Inclosure in No. 143. 

Proclamation of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of Canton to the 

Forciijn Merchants. 

TANG, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse. &c.,and E, the I.ieutenant- 
Governor of Kwangtung, &<•., conjointly issue these orders to the foreign 
merchants of the several nations, for their full information. 

It is well known that the Celestial Court, during the period of two hundred 
years that it has granted to every nation the privilege of commercial intercourse, 
has deeply imbued you with its rich benefits, yielding you excellent advantages 
and without limit. Nor is it possible you can \ourselves be ignorant, how 
much your life or death is herein involved, seeing that the tea and the rhubarb 
of this inner land are things absolutely necessary to you outer foreigners. Is it 
not then manifest, that to the Celestial Empire no need existed for a commercial 
intercourse *.’ while, to your several nations, could one day’s cessation of such 
intercourse be sustained Vet during tens of years past, you have inconside¬ 
rately regarded opium as the special means of gaining sure profits ; and have, 
without interruption, continued to bring it hither, and to store it up in your 
warebousing-vessels; causing depraved Chinese to combine with you in 
disposing of it, and creating a taste for it among the simple clownish folk, till 
habitual use Inis rendered it a constant indulgence, spreading with a rank 
growth along the borders of the coast, and so pervading c\er\ province. 

Some, in their animadversions on these things, have supposed that your 
object and desire, is to exhaust the resources of the central land, and to do hurt 
to the lives of the Chinese people. 11 a ! it is forgotten that the Celestial 
Empire bears in its womb eaeli precious metal ; that its coppers are full to 
overflowing i How c an they by such feeble means he ever emptied or ex¬ 
hausted? Hut be it, that in bringing with you hither this vile thing, you are 
actuated solely by the desire of amassing gain, yet what feud have the people of 
this land with you, that you should so he willing to do them mortal injury .* 
Though even gain-seeking desires have cauterized your souls, so that you have 
given them the rein, fearless and without restraint, yet should you know, that 
things pushed to extremes must surely meet with a recoil. Thus, that the 
Celestial Court should one clay be roused to tierce indignation, and should, with 
the utter extirpation of the ingrowing opium, strictly slay also the outgoing of 
the tea and rhubarb; such is what the laws must surely require; what matters 
cannot but eventually come to : on no account should you close your eyes 
to the. anxious contemplation of suc h a contingency. 

In times past, edict after edict has been directed agaiu-t opium; and We, 
the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, have often reiterated our commands, 
and our monitions, to a third, yea, even to a tilth time. Rut even to the last , 
gain alone has been your aim, and our words have hut tilled your ears as the- 
empty wind. 

When you would come to Canton to trade, \ou all assume to yourselves 
the name of good foreigners. Could any then lia\ e conceived of the recent 
entrance of boats with opium mto the: river, which has been discovered by 
repeated seizures, exposing to view all your impish trickery ? Can you now yet 
call yourselves good foreigners, or say that you are pursuing^ each an honest 
calling ? 

At this time:, the Great Emperor, in his bitter detestation of the evil habit, 
has his thoughts hourly bent on washing it clean away, fn the capital, he has 
commanded the ministers of his c ourt to deliberate, and, with severity, to draw 
up plans for procedure. ' In the provinces, he has commanded the administra¬ 
tors over his dominions, to enforce vigorously the penalties prescribed bv the 



law*. Hi* heaven-derived firmness will form its own resolves ; and what his 
will determines, that surely shall he done. 

W e, the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, have already in respectful 
obedience to the Imperial commands, strictly required of each naval fleet, 
division, and squadron, to draw together their forces ; to complete their arma¬ 
ments; and alone,' the central, eastern, and western lines, severally, to array 
themselves' in close connexion, for the purpose of secure prevention, so that 
they pursue and lake every lawless boat engaging in the clandestine traffic, and 
may drive forth all the foreign vessels cruising about. We have also given 
instructions to each general and regimental division of the land force, that the 
commanding officers should, at the head of all their subordinates, make search 
alter, and take possession of, every building for the preparation, or for flu: 
smoking of opium ; as well as seize all criminal parties found selling or inhaling 
the drug. Thus, having set in operation both the naval and the land forces, 
and having inspired severity into all, from the head even to the tail, consecutive 
reports of seizures have been the result, to the number of many hundreds. 
Those reprobates, who, by the long habituation to the seeking of their purely 
selfish end*, ha*c acquired a eonseier.ee fearless of death, having been sevetally 
subjected to a severe trial have been adjudged and punished. The plain 
evidence hereof is to be found in the cases of the afore executed criminals, L&W 
Aying and 1 lo l.ankin. Others have been variously subjected to correction. 
And in consequence of such measures, the minds of all have been greatly 
affected with a whole-mine alarm : and those who have restrained themselves 
from smoking, and have delivered up their opium pipes, may now be num¬ 
bered by tens of thousands. Still more numerous too.are they, who, dreading 
the laws, have, of their own act, cast away their opium, and the instruments 
for smoking it; as also llu depraved reprobates, who, with ruined fortunes, have 
fled far away for safety. Such are the measures now in operation in Kwang- 
tung. and such the existing visible clfecls on the popular mind. We lunc thus 
carefully and minutely laid them open to you, that you may strive to reflect 
thereon, that you may consider what a lime is this ; and what sort of proceed¬ 
ings are these if they leave you any longer loom for hope? or any further 
prospect of aggression ? And if the yen people of the land, when they offend, 
are thus subjected to instant and severe punishment, shall you, giving your¬ 
selves up, with open eyes and daring presumption to ihlloyv the depraved 
suggestions of your oyvn minds, be yet made the rec ipients of a perverted and 
partial forbearance and leniency? Nay, but you shall surely receive in like 
manner the corrective penalties of the law, and so lie made to know the celestial 
terror*. You have worked your vessels hither over a vasty cleep, with no 
other object than that of seeking a gain upon your outlay. Ah! why will yon 
for gain merely lose your oyvn selves/ And at this moment, when the people 
have, as one man, abandoned the; use of opium ; when even the traces of the 
clandestine dealers are ceasing to appear; when the officers, having taken in 
hand the stern enforcement of the: laws, the people, too, in fear of penalties, pay 
implicit obedience, not only in all avenues for disposing of it entirely shut up* 
but even the gain you seek fur is no longer lo be found. The people of China 
l ave many of them lost their lives in consequence of this thing, and all now 
regard it as an enemy most hateful ; they throw it away on every road, and 
view it just, as a tilthv drug. In truth, then, what have you yet to hope for''’ 
and can repentance still find no place within your hearts? 

We proceed hereon to issue, yvilh intense earnestness, our commands. 
Upon their reaching the said foreign merchants, let these immediately wash out 
their past defilements; and let them speedily send away to their countries one 
and all of the warehousing vessels now anchored in the outer seas. Those 
shifts too, yyhiclk, though they he not warehousing vessels, yet neither are they 
laden y\ith merchandize for importation, must not pass at random to and from 
the various offings, anchoring wherever it may please them. It must he the 
bu'iuess of all, to rest in the pursuit of an honest commercial business, that all 
may enjoy together happy gain*, with peace and tranquillity. But if as you 
have begun so you continue obstinately blind, and do not awaken, still 
redlining covetous and avaricious expectations, in that case you will be alien¬ 
ating \ourselves from the nurture and protection of the laws. We, this 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, will not then deem it worth our while to 
bestow labour and toil, to be continually exercising measures for prevention. 
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discovery, and apprehension, but will .simply have to lay before the throne our 
requests, that the ports may ho closed, and the trade brought for ever to an end, 
*And when once the ports are thus closed, it will no longer be a question, 
whether opium is brought or not, hut even the tea and the rhubarb of the inner 
land will be withheld from exportation. Thus are the lives ot all you foreigners 
field within our grasp. 

It will he found that all the Sovereigns of the nations aforesaid, have been 
■habitually reverent and dutiful, and that their laws for the rule of the foreigners 
are severe and rigorous. Should such an entire stoppage of.the export of tea 
and rhubarb take place, lead them to search back to lirnl the cause, it is to be 
apprehended that even though you slip through the meshes of the law of the 
Celestial Empire, it will yet lie hard for you to escape the laws of your own lands. 

Besides all this, the (m at Emperor has just now appointed a high officer as 
his special Commissioner, to repair l»> Canton in order to examine and adopt 
measures in reference to the. affairs of the sea-ports. From morn to eve his 
arrival may hourly he looked for. His purpose is to cut olf utterly the source 
of this noxious abuse, to strip bare and root up this enormous evil: and 
though this axe should break in his hand, or the boat should sink from beneath 
him, yet will he not stay his efforts till the work of purification be accomplished. 

If then you w ill blindly rush upon sharp weapons, and will not he induced 
to turn again your laces, you will bring on yourselves grief and sorrow, 
exceeding in severity even what in this proclamation we have pointed out to 
you. We, the (Jovemor ami Lieutenant-!Jnvernor, aie indeed roused by your 
blind perversity and lack of intelligence to a sense of deep pain and abhorrence: 
but, still cherishing thoughts and feelings of kindness, we cannot forbear from 
warning you yet turain with intense earnestness, and in our partiality calling 
upon you to save yourselves. 

Would that you might each regard and attend to us! Oh! lay not up for 
yourselves a store of aftcr-ropentauce! A Special Edict. 

Taoukwang, 18th year, I'ith moon.-day. (January, 183!).) 

True Translation. 

(Signed"! J. Hour. Mon r isov, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


2 Y 2 
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; No, 144. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 5, 1839.) 

My Lord,' Macao, February 21, 1839. 

WITH reference to my Despatches upon the subject of the bankrupt 
Hongs, I have now the honour to transmit a statement of the additional 
charges lately imposed upon the trade, with the alleged purpose of form¬ 
ing a fund to meet the foreign claims. 

It has been a task of considerable difficulty, and of reference in many 
quarters, to collect the data upon which this paper is founded. But 1 feel 
warranted in assuring your Lordship, that its general accuracy may be 
relied upon. 

The Inclosure No. 2, exhibits the effects of such assessments upon 
what may be taken to be a year of an average amount of foreign trade 
with this empire. 

The delusion of such a mode of adjusting foreign claims is so obvious, 
and has so recently been drawn under your Lordship's notice, that it can¬ 
not be necessary to dwell upon the subject. 

I ought to add, that instalments to the amount of about two lacs of 
dollars have already been paid to the creditors of the Ilingtae, and King- 
qua’s Hongs. 

I have. &.C., 

(Signed; CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 144. 


Charges on. Exports and Imports in Foreign Vessels imposed at Canton 
by the Co-liong of Hong Merchants, for the alleged, purposes of meet¬ 
ing the payment of the foreign delfts of the Co-IIong, arising from the 
bankruptcy of Ifing-lae. and insolvency of Kingqua. and of def raying 
in part the expenses of the respective Hongs, viz. 1838. 


Tfj of all kinds 
Sugar Candy 
Soft Sugar — 
Raw Silk, Nankin 
I)o, Canton 


Raw Cotton - 
Cotton Twist 
Long Cloths, No. 2 
l)o. No. 3 

Cotton Cloth, Twillvd 
Broad Cloths - 
Long kills — 

Tin, Il.rnca 
Lead - 

Quicksilver 
Iron * — 

Pepper - 

Betel Nut — 

Rattans - - 

Blaekwood — 

Sandal Wood - 
Elephant's Teeth 
Do. small - 

Shark’s Fins — 
Fish Mates - 


EXPORTS. 



Tttrls. 

M. 

C. 

C. 

Rate per IVcul 

.. 1 .. 

4 

0 

0 

~~ >» ^ 

- 

■2 

0 

0 

' , >» ft 

• • — • • 

l 

5 

0 

*“ »» " 

.. 7 .. 

2 

0 

0 

— “ *S ■>> 

.. 2 .. 

0 

0 

0 

IMPORTS. 

Rate per Pce.nl 


6 

0 

0 

*— n u 

2 . . 

1 

c 

0 

- per Piece 

,, - . . 

3 

6 

0 

»♦ »> 

- . . 

1 

s 

0 

” ft 

- . . 

3 

G 

0 

• s it 

. . - . . 

7 

2 

0 


,, - 

3 

6 

0 

- per Peeul 

. . - . . 

5 

4 

0 

” 44 •* 

. . — 

1 

8 

0 

— »* U 

1 . . 

4 

4 

0 

a a 

- . . 

1 

4 

4 

~ >“ a 

- . . 

2 

8 

8 

*■ ?>, 

. . - . . 

1 

4 

4 

?» 


1 

4 

4 

- 

_ 

1 

4 

4 

- — ,, „ 
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7 

2 

0 

a 4«» 

. . 1 

4 

4 

0 

““ ~ it M 

. . ~ 

3 

6 

0 

’1 M 

. . — . . 

7 

2 

0 

~ n m 

. . - . . 

1 

8 
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(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent • 
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Inclosurc 2 in No. 144. • 


IMPORTS 1st July, 1836, to 30th Juno, 1837. 


British Yarn — - - - - - 18.431 

American do. . - - - 4,232 

, toiiir t'loths, per British Ships - 140,989 

„ per American do. - 106,462 

Long Ells, per British Ships - 89,124 

» per American do. - 34,472 

Woollen Cloths, per British Ships 6.8,000 
„ per American do. 13,860 

Cotton, Peculs - - - - - 677.557 


EXPORTS, 1st July, 1S36, to jOth June, 1837. 


Proposed additional Duty. 


22,663 

Peculs at 3 dull, arc - 

67.989 


200.000 at 25 cents. 

}■ 73,725 

247,451 

Pices 47,451 at 50 cents. 

128,696 

Peculs at 50 cents. — - 

61,708 

81,860 

Pieces at 1 doll. - - 

81,860 

at 6 Mac. 

[- arc Taels 406.410.(i - 

364,459 



849,831 


__ ^ w ^ ^ m 

Silk, Nankin - — — 

Do. Clanton - — - - 


- — 425,641 at Taels 1.4 

- - 14.172 at ,. 7. 

- - 6.635 at „ 2. 


e Taels 593.897 
„ 99,204 

„ 13,270 


708.37 i - 983,849 

Dollars 1,833,680 


(Signet!) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

t'fiief S uperin Undent. 


No. 14.5. 


Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 5, 1S39.) 


My Lord, Macao, March 22, 1839. 

TIIE inclosure has this moment reached me from Canton, and 1 have only 
time to transmit it by the Viscount Melbourne, on the point of sailing. 

It will be very satisfactory to 'your Lordship to know that Her Majesty’s 
sloop Larne is here ; and Her Majesty's Government may he assured, that 
1 will take the most prompt measures for meeting the unjust and menacing 
dispositions of the High Commissioner and the Provincial Authorities. 

1 have already forwarded a note to the Keuu Min-Eoo and the Governor of 
Canton, desiring to know whether it is the purpose of the Chinese Government 
to make war on the ships and men of my country; and I shall proceed to¬ 
morrow to the fiocca Tigris to demand some plain and definite explanation upon 
the whole subject. 

I have no doubt, that a firm tone and attitude will check the rash spirit of 
the Provincial Authorities; but I should not omit to mention to your Lordship, 
that I have, at the same time, offered to use my best efforts for fulfilling the 
reasonable purposes of this Government, whenever they are authentically made 
known to me. 

The completion of the great portion of the trade of this ’year has relieved 
me of a very embarrassing addition to the difficulties of my situation. 

I have, &x\. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 145. 

Edict from the Imperial Commissioner, addressed, In Foreigners of all Nations. 

LIN, High Imperial Commissioner of the Celestial Court, a Director of the 
Board of War, and Governor of Hookwmig, issues his commands to the 
foreigners of every nation, requiring of all full acquaintance with the tenour 
thereof. 

it is known that the foreign vessels, which come for a reciprocal trade to 
Kwangtung, have derived from that trade very large profits. This is evidenced 
by the facts,—that, whereas the vessels, annually resorting hither, were for¬ 
merly reckoned hardly by tens, their number has of late years amounted to a 
hundred and several times ten : and that, whatever commodities they have 
brought, none have failed to find a full consumption; whatever they may 
have sought to purchase, never have they been unable readily to do so. Let 
them but ask themselves, whether between heaven and earth, any place afford¬ 
ing so advantageous a commercial mart is elsewhere to be found? It is because 
our Great Emperors, in their universal benevolence, have granted you commer¬ 
cial privileges, that you have been favoured with tlfrsc advantages. Let our 
ports once be closed against you, and for what profits can your several nations 
any longer look ? Yet more,—our tea and our rhubarb—-seeing that, should 
you foreigners be deprived of them, you therein lose the means of preserving 
life,—are without stint or grudge granted to you for exportation, year by year, 
beyond the seas. Favours never have been greater ! 

Arc you grateful for these favours i You must then fear the laws, and in 
seeking profit 4’or yourselves, must not do hurt toothers. Why do you bring 
to our land the opium, which in your lands is not made use of, by it 
defrauding men of their property, and causing injury to their lives? I find 
that with this thing you have seduced and deluded the people of China for tens 
of years past: and countless are the unjust hoards that you have thus acquired. 
Such conduct rouses indignation in every human heart, and it is utterly 
inexcusable in the eye of celestial reason. 

The prohibitions formerly enacted by the Celestial Court against opium, 
were comparatively lax ; and it was yet possible to smuggle the drug into the 
various ports. Of this the Great Emperor having now heard, his wrath has been 
fearfully aroused, nor will it rest till the evil be utterly extirpated. Whoever 
among the people of this inner land deals in opium, or establish houses for the 
smoking of it, shall he instantly visited with the extreme penalties of the laws; 
and it is in contemplation to render capital also the crime of smoking the drug. 

Having come into the territory of the Celestial Court, you should pay 
obedience to its laws and statutes, equally with the natives of the land. I, the 
High Commissioner, having my home in the maritime province of Fulikeen, 
and, consequently, having early had intimate acquaintance with all the arts and 
shifts of the outer foreigners, for this reason have been honoured by the Great 
Emperor with the full powers and privileges of “ a High Imperial Commis¬ 
sioner, who, having frequently performed mcritoriouS services, is sent, to settle 
the affairs of the outer frontier.” 

Should I search closely into the offences of these foreigners, in forcing for 
a number of years the sale of opium, they W ould be found already beyond the 
hounds of indulgence. But, reflecting that they are men from distant lands, and 
that they have not before been aware that the prohibition of opium is so severe, 
I cannot hear, in the pr -sent plain enforcement of the laws and restrictions, to 
cut them off'without instructive monition. 

I find* that on board the warehousing vessels, which you now have lying at 
anchor in the Lintin and other offings, there are stored up several times ten 
thousand chests of opium, which it is your purpose and desire illicitly to dispose 
of by sale. . You do not consider, however, the present severity of the measures 
in operation for seizure of it at the ports. "Where will you again find any 
that will dare to give it escort ? And similar measures for the seizure of it, 
are in operation also in every province. Where else then will you yet find 
opportunity of disposing of it ? At the present time, the dealings in opium are 
brought utterly to a stand, and all men arc convinced that it is a nauseous 
poison. Why will you heat the pains then of laying it up on hoard your 
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foreign store-ships, and of keeping them long anchored on the face of the open 
8ea,—not only spending to no purpose your labour and your wealth, but exposed; 
alsb to unforeseen dangers from storms or from fire. 

I proceed to issue my commands. When these commands reach the said 
foreign merchants, let them with all haste pay obedience thereto; lit them 
deliver up to Government every particle of the opium on hoard their store-ships. 
Let it he ascertained l»v the Hong merchants, who are the parties so delivering 
it up, {.n<|. what number of chests, as also what total quantity in catties and 
taels, is delivered up under each name. Let these particulars lie* brought toge¬ 
ther in a clear tabular form, and he presented to Government, in order that the 
opium may all he. received in plain conformity thereto, that it may he burnt 
and.dcstroyed, and that thus the evil may be entirely extirpated. There must 
not he the smallest atom concealed or withheld. 

At the same time, let these foreigners give a bond, written jointly in the 
foreign and Chinese languages, making a declaration to this effect:—“ That 
their vessels, which shall hereafter resort hither, will never again dare to bring 
opium with them ; and that should any lie brought, as soon as discovery shall 
he made of it, the goods shall he forfeited to Government, and the parties shall 
suffer the extreme penalties of the law: and that such punishment will be 
willingly submitted to.” 

1 have heard that you foreigners are used to attach great importance to 
the word “ good faith.” If then you will really do as I, the High Commisioner, 
have commanded,- -will deliver iq> every particle of the opium that is already 
here, and will stay altogether its luturc introduction, -as this will prove also, 
that you are capable of feeling contrition for your offences, and of entertaining 
a salutary dread of punishment, the past may yet be left unnoticed. 1, the 
High Commissioner, will, in that ease, in conjunction with the Governor and 
Lieutenant-Governor, address the throne, imploring the Great Emperor to 
vouchsafe extraordinary favour, and not alone to remit the punishment of your 
past errors, hot also, as we will further request, to devise some mode of bestowing 
on you his imperial rewards, as an encouragement of the spirit of contrition and 
wholesome dread thus manifested by you. After this, you will continue to 
enjoy the advantage* of commercial intercourse; and, as you will not lose the 
character of being “good foreigners,” and will be enabled to acquire profits and 
gain wealth by an honest trade, will you not, indeed, stand in a most honourable 
position ? 

If, however, you obstinately adhere to your folly, and refuse to awake; if 
you think to make up a tale covering over your illicit dealings, or to set up as a 
pretext, that the opium is brought by foreign seamen, and the foreign merchants 
have nothing to do w ith it; or to pretend craftily that you will carry it back to 
your countries, or will throw it into the sea ; or to take occasion to go to other 
provinces in search of a door of consumption ; or to stifle inquiry by delivering 
up only one or two-tenths of the whole quantity : in any of these cases, it will 
be evident that you retain a spirit of contumacy and disobedience, that you 
uphold vice and will not reform. Then, although it is the maxim of the 
Celestial Court to treat with fcnderncss and great mildness men from afar, yet, 
as it cannot suffer them to indulge in scornful and contemptuous trifling with 
it, it will become requisite to comprehend you also in the severe course of 
punishment prescribed by the new law. 

On this occasion, l,the High Commissioner, having come from the Capital, 
have personally received the sacred commands, that wherever a law exists it is 
to be fully enforced. And as 1 have brought these full powers and privileges, 
enabling me to perform whatever seems to me right,--powers with which* those 
ordinarily giveu, for inquiring anjl acting in regard to other matters, are by uo 
means comparable,—so long as the opiufn traffic remains unexterminated, so 
long will I delay my return. I swear that I will progress witR this matter 
from its beginning to its ending, and that not a thought of stopping half way 
shall for a moment be indulged. 

Furthermore, observing the present, condition of the popular mind, 1 lind 
so universal a spirit of indignation aroused, that, should you foreigners remain 
dead to a sense of contrition and amendment, and continue to make gain your 
sole object, there will not only he arrayed against you the martial terrors and 
powerful energies of our naval and military forces; it will he but necessary to 
call on the able-bodied of the people, [the militia, or posse comitatus,] and 



these alone -will be more than adequate to the placing all your lives within my 
power. Besides, cither by the temporary stoppage of your trade, or by the 
permanent closing of the ports against you, what difficulty can there be in 
effectually cutting off your intercourse? Our central empire, comprising a 
territory of many thousands of miles, and possessing in rich abundance all the 
products of the ground, has no benefit to derive from the purchase of your 
foreign commodities; and you may therefore well fear, that from the moment 
such measures are taken, the livelihood of your several nations must come to 
an end. You, who have travelled so far to conduct your commercial business, 
how is it that you arc not yet alive to the great difference between the 
condition of vigorous exertion and that of easy repose,—the wide distance 
between the power of the few, and the power of the many ? 

As to those crafty foreigners, who, residing in the foreign factories, have 
been in the habit of dealing in opium, I, the High Commissioner, have early been 
provided with a list of them by name. At the same time, those good foreigners 
who have not sold opium, must also not fail to be distinguished. Such of them 
as w r ill point out their depraved fellow-foreigners, will compel them to deliver 
up their opium, and will step forth among the foremost to give the required 
bonds, these, shall be regarded as the good foreigners. And I, the High 
Commissioner, will at once, for their encouragement, reward them liberally. It 
vests with yourselves alone to choose, whether you will have weal or woe, 
honour or disgrace. 

1 I arn now about to command the Hong merchants to proceed to your 
factories, to instruct and admonish you. A term of three days is prescribed 
for an address to be sent in reply to me. And, at the same time, let your duly 
attested and faithful bonds be given, waiting for me, in conjunction with the 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, to appoint a time for the opium to be 
delivered up. Do not indulge in idle expectations, or seek to postpone 
matters, deferring to repent until its lateness render it ineffectual. A special 
Edict. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd mouth, 4th day. (March 18, 1839.) 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Mouiuson, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inelosnre 2 in No. 145. 

Edict from the. Imperial Commissioner to the Hong Merchants. 

LIN, High Imperial Commissioner, Director of the Board of War, and 
Governor of llookwang, issues his commands to the Hong merchants, 
requiring of them full acquaintance w ith the tenour thereof. 

The commercial intercourse subsisting in Kwangtung between the 
Chinese and foreigners has continued for a period of more than three 
hundred years. What was there to render impossible a free commercial 
interchange of goods between these parties themselves? Nothing. It 
was then the desire of preventing an illicit intercourse, and of guarding 
against contraband commodities, that rendered necessary the establishment 
of a class of Hong merchants. 

Respectfully searching, i find, under date the 21st year of Keaking 
(1810), an Imperial Edict,—“rendering the Hong merchants responsible 
for th(* ascertainment of the question, whether or not any foreign vessel 
imports opium; and, in case of her sp doing, for the rejection of all her cargo, 
for the refusal to let her trade, and for the driving of her back to her own 
country.” Respect and obedience being paid thereto, this Edict was duly 
recorded. -And I find, that on each occasion of a foreign vessel entering 
the port, the said Hong merchants have always given bonds that she 
Brought no opium with her. . 

In consequence of such bonds, vessels have been allowed to enter the 
port and break bulk ; nor lias any vessel ever been sent back. And even 
now, while the opium is pervading and filling, with its poisonous infttiencc, 
the whole empire, the said Hong merchants-still continue indiscriminately 
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■ to give such bonds,, declaring that the ships that resort hither have 
. brought none of it. Afe they not indeed dreaming,'and shoring in. their # 
dreams ? 

If they say, that the opium which they bring is discharged before- 
: hand, and left on board the warehousing vessels at I,intin, and that the 
bonds given, as to their bringing none, have reference to the vessels as 
entering the port, what is this but to “shut the cars whil&t the jingling 
bell ii being stolen,” to provide for themselves a ground for excuse? The 
feelings that prompt such conduct will still less hear scrutiny- It is as if 
a man, to guard his house at night, should appoint a watchman, and that, 
nevertheless, his property should be bundled up and carried away, while 
yet the watchman should declare that there had been no thief. If this 
.would not be regarded as combination in the theft, as what then would it 
be regarded? 

Moreover, the foreign factories are built by the said Hong merchants, 
and by them.ace rented to the foreigners as residences; the Hongmen 
and all the working people in the factories are hired by the same mor- 
eha c) ; and the “ Machecn,” (or outside shopmen) are in their employ; 
t! nfise ghbouring Shroff shops, too. are those with which the-I long iner- 
Ci, avc dealings. Yet for more Ilian ten yyars past, there lias not 

been a Shroff shop that has not given bills, nor a “ Mac been ’’ that has 
not had transactions with the opium-preparers, nor a llongman or other 
workman that has not had connexions with the fast boats. There have 
been, besides, the writers’ Irmlses, or brokers’ shops, for preparing letters; 
and brokers for carrying the orders, would pass in and out of the foreign 
residences, day and night, without ever being questioned by any one. The 
Shrofls’ and Hong merchants’ coolies and carriers, of all grades, would in 
the day time openly go into the factories, and would at bight afford escort 
down to the boats. Can the llong merchants aver that they have heard 
and seen nothing or all this ? Or, as they have agreed to conceal it, and 
bring no part, of it to light, will any one believe them, when they assert 
that they have had no secret share in the matter ? 

1 have heard that formerly, when the foreigners came to the factories, 
they would go in full dress, with swords by their side. 5 ., to wait upon the 
several Hong /i' '. ;u, d would often meet with a denial; nor would 

they be seen or _ 1 * l J\r visits returned, until after a second visit. But 

of late years tl . . a ‘c been those who will sue to the foreigners for 
patronage, and .' , ’d >l Tm pass beyond the Custom-Houses, or go to Macao 
to meet them. . 11lsl so far has this proceeded, that (a party in) the 
Tungyit Hong ga. a sedan chair to the Chief Supercargo, Baynes, 
whereupon the sam.; Chief Supercargo turned round, and would not 
suffer the Hong merchants to enter his factory in chairs. Many have 
been the instances of this misconduct subverting of what is right and 
fitting. What sense of shame, indeed, does there yet remain ? Though it 
be true that this has arisen from the conduct of probationary I long 
merchants, who have shown the example of such artful dem* I , .anoi; nar j< ev , 
that the original merchants, men of propc’^' ,',Y Ylio 2ml instant, 

have descended to this stage of degradati s ui) | 1 ? u . c vo „ v Lordship in 
involved in the stench of it, and truly 1 burn 1 

With you there seems to be bo other ■„ s(i ,| proceeding, Imt with a 
growing rich, and being left to carry on you .,,, mn , hath'natives and 
regard the mine of all your profits as lying in t )t ;m(j lta . uuts i ( | ( . anchor- 
to you. You leave no room for the consideration ,,^ in . ( . s () f ,j 1( r Commissioner 
by foreigners arc those granted by the Celestial C |,. m . ( urt ho» r consultation 
day they should irritate the sacred wrath, to the e )(l .. u .p >( | s , . lV these seas, 
and the closing of the Custom-Houses, not a mit.j, (\, n , 4 nissinnor's proceed - 
for any of those nations to look for: and what thc, rosts t . on |id*d to me. 

They, regardless of the rich favours whorewL o0l j, instant, rumours of 
the Court, take depraved natives for their bosom friei ,. f , SSi i (m was that the 
offices of the inner land, there is not a movement a . 0 ,j fovthwith to Macao, 
foreigners are fully informed of it. But if any rj;,. op ,. ra tions from that 
J}ong merchants regardingfforeign affairs, they : VVCI . ( . pitched, a consider* 
which to gloze over and conceal the facts, nor w. in( | war wcrc co j» 

Thus it is in regard to the exportation of the pi ‘ 
a thipg, so very strictly prohibited. Did the fore 
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for goods, what silver would there be for them to carry away ? But more 
.than this, the Hoag merchants once represented, that each year, in 
aMilition to the interchange of commodities by barter, the foreigners 
require always to bring into the inner land, foreign money to the amount 
of four or live millions of dollars. Were this really the case, how comes it 
that of late years the foreign ships have brought into the port no new 
foreign money, and that the foreign silver existing in the country has 
daily been diminishing in quantity? And how happens it, that, among 
the I long merchants there have been bankrupts, whose debts to foreigners 
"have exceeded a million of money ? It is clear, that these four words, 
“goods bartered for goods.” are totally and altogether false. 

There is one thing yet more extraordinary. These Hong merchants, 
sheltering themselves under a Memorial of it former Superintendent of 
Customs. Aa. which requested temporarily as a trial, that three-tenths of 
any surplus foreign money should be allowed to be taken away, have 
acted as though this request, had passed into an established law, and have 
yearly, under cover of this, solicited permission to embark money. They 
nave had numerous boxes made, such as are employed for the remit 'ceof 
revenue. And they have even represented for the foreigners, that. uch 
a year, a foreigner left so such money in such and such hands, .. that 
now he has entrusted such and Mich a person to conveys it home for him: 
and they have secretly concerted with the clerks of the ^.’ustoin-Ilouse to 
put this upon the records. Thus, while, on the one! hand, the l-long 
merchants give these bonds, the silver, on the other hand, is exported, 
their words and deeds are contrary one t.o another, and this is passed 
quietly over without exciting surprise. And when tin* Imperial pleasure 
has been expressed, that inquiry should be made, (hey have, with one 
simple address, glozed over and set at rest the whole matter. 

With regard, too, to foreigners, such as .).inline and others, who have 
been in the habit of selling opium,—all of them most artful and crafty 
men,—-when the Imperial pleasure was expressed, two years ago, that 
their conduct should be inquired into, and that (hey should be driven 
forth, the said Hong merchants still strenuously defended them. Such 
language as this v.as used: “ that when it could Ik discovered t> 
had been any concert in selling opium, any nmnev 1 
punishment would then be willingly submitted U 
be found among the archives! Let them as 
according to this bond, punishment should, or shot 
Again, the opium on board lanes' vessel was ? 
showing that the bonds given even for vessels tha* 
have been no less unworthy of confidence. 

Last winter, seven passage-boats, on the ><■ 
these merchants, newly received permissi iterated representations of 

o( goods and importation of gun pc QU tonmj!in( ] already smuggling 

.vder have been the consequence. If 
ait. your knowledge, of what use then 
with your knowledge, death is too light 


...at there 
r orders given, 
a bond is yet to 
iselves, whether, 
•t. be inflicted^? 

(1 within the river, 
inve entered the port 


say these things were with' 
vim' l If thev took place 


loss of the silver of China, during a period of 
via lion beyond sea, has been not less than 
The Imperial commands have been repeatedly 
ie importation of opium and exportation of pure 
>dicers of every degree, in the most severe terms; 
is have continued in the same course of filthy and 
the great indignation and gnashing of teeth of 
Commissioner, »» obeying the Imperial mandates, 
h I have come to Canton, shall first punish the 
ul it is by no means certain that these Hong 
.lithin the number. 

unmnud that investigation be made. Upon piy com- 
■ said Hong merchants, let them immediately state 
matters may be thoroughly arranged in consistence 
ter annihilation of th^ opium trade being now my 
n commands to tlie foreigners, to deliver up to 
ails of chests of opium which they have on beam 
And, I have alsq ealled on them to subscribe 
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a bond, in Chinese and in the foreign languages jointly, declaring that 
henceforth they will never venture to bring opium, and that if any should 
again be brought, upon diseoyerv thereof, the parties concerned shall 
immediately suffer execution of the laws, and the property shall be confix-* 
cated to Government. These commands arc now given to the Hong 
merchants, that they may convey them to the foreign factories, and plainly 
make them known. It is requisite, that they should accpiire ah earnest 
severity of deportment, that the energetic character of the commands may 
be cfenrly made to appear. They must not cont inue to exhibit a contu¬ 
macious disposition, or to colour over the matter, nor ipay they again 
give utterance to any expressions of solicitation. It is imperative on them 
to act with energy and loftiness of tone, and to unite in enjoining these 
cbinmands. Three days aie proscribed, within which they must obtain 
the required bonds, and report in reply hereto. If it be found that this 
matter cannot at once be arranged by them, it will be apparent, without 
inquiry, that they are constantly acting in concert with depraved 
foreigners, nud that their minds have a perverted inclination. And I, the 
High Commissioner, vvill forthwith solicit the ltoyal death-warrant, and 
select for execution one or two of the most unworthy of their number, 
confiscating their property to Government, and thus will I show a lucid 
warning. Say not that you did not receive early notice. A special Edict, 
Taoukvvang, 19th year, 2nd month, 4th day. (17th March, 1839.) 

True Translation. 

(Signed)* .1. Rout. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


No. MG. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Putnu rston. - (Received August 29, 1839.) 


My Lord. 


Canton. March 30. 1839. 


1 HAVE considered that 1 shall most perspicuously perform'my pre¬ 
sent, duty to Tier Majesty’s Government, by confining iIns despatch to a 
narrative of “vents, accompanied by the documents connected with them ; 
and indeed my impiisoucd ami harassed condition is.not suited to a deli¬ 
berately comprehensive exposition of the motives which have influenced 
some of the momentous proceedings involved in this report. 

Being at Macao on the 2Kth of last month for the purpose of confer¬ 
ring with Captain Blake of llcr Majesty's sloop Larne then at anchor 
in those marls. I received inh;Higenee to the effect that a native of China, 
had been suddenly brought down into the square before the foreign facto¬ 
ries on the 2(>th of the same month, accompanied by a considerable force 
of troops, and immediately pul to death by strangulation. '■ '^o. 

Within two hours after I had received these tidings T embark# 
on board the cutter, and arrived here on the morning of the 2nd instant. 

The series or papers from No. I to No. S, will place vour Lordship in 
possession of the steps taken in that respect. 

On the tOtli instant, leaving the trade still proceeding, but with a 
state of gloom subsisting in the minds of all men. both natives and 
foreigners, f returned to Macao, to which point, and the outside anchor¬ 
ages, appearances indicated that the first measures of the’ Commissioner 
would be directed. I was therefore anxious to have further consultation 
with Captain Blake on the expediency ofhis protracted stay in these seas, 
till 1 could judge of the. degree in which the High Commissioner's proceed¬ 
ings would affect the guncral and important interests eonlidvd to me. 

Between his Excellence’s arrival and the 20th instant, rumours of 
every 'description wore abroad : but the general impression was that the 
Governor and the High Commissioner were to proceed forthwith to Macao, 
or its near neighbourhood, and commence their operations from that 
situation. At Macao, vvimiin the barrier, tents were pitched, a consider¬ 
able force was assembled, numbers of vessels and boats of war were col» 
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Iccted, and J had myself observed, a few days before, under the forts at 
the Boccn Tigris, a display of old native vessels preparing to serve the 
purposes of fire-ships, or at all events t« leave that impression upon 
passing foreigners. 

In this menacing posture of affairs outside, \ had determined to abide 
at. Macao, so that my intercourse with tier Majesty’s sloop might not be 
interrupted, and that l might concert with the commander measures of 
general protection, if any attack should he really directed against the lives 
or properties of Her Majesty ’s subjects, 

Resolved, in any pressure of emergency, actually threatening the con¬ 
tinued peaceful intercourse with this i.mpivc, to incur most heavy personal 
responsibilities concerning the ships engaged in the illicit traffic, 1 had 
also determined to resist sudden aggression on British life and Britisfi 
property at all hazards, .and to all extremity", and 1 am well assured, your 
Lordship will he of opinion, that this was my capital duty as the Queen’s 
officer. 

On the 22nd instant, however, as your Lordship is already aware, the 
news reached me. that the storm had changed its direction, and impended 
over the whole Foreign Community at Canton in the most alarming form. 

Forwarding an address to the (iovernov of Canton through the 
Keun-i\lin-Foo, and a transcript of Inc same to that oliicer, issuing two 
circulars to llcr Majesty’s subjects, and addressing a secret letter to 
Captain Blake, of Her Majesty’s sloop Larne. I proceeded to make the 
attempt to reach these factories on the 23rd instant. 

It had been my intention to proceed only to the Boeea Tigris and 
carry on my communications from that point, hut further disquieting 
private intelligence reached me from Canton ; and the reflection of the 
natural unfitness of a commercial community to take any consentaneous 
course respecting the delicate and momentous question in hand, in this 
hone of extreme peril to all interests, and indeed generally to human life, 
carried me to the* conviction that l must either reach these factories, or 
somedesperate calamity would ensue. 

On Sunday the 21th instant, 1 passed through the Boeea Tigris, and 
calling to me an inferior mandarin, stationed there, explained to him my 
apprehension, that it the communications were cut off between me and ail 
the people of my nation, at Macao and the other anchorages, they would 
believe that I and all the other foreigners were prisoners, or alarmed by 
vague reports that our lives were in immediate peril, they would attempt 
a rescue, to the certain violation of the peace between the countries, and 
to the great increase of our own danger. This f desired him to explain to 
his admiral with my respects. 

1 reached Whampoa at 4 r, m. of the same day (the 24th), where 1 
learnt, ns I had anticipated, that, the intercourse between that, place and 
Canton had been entirely' cut off for forty-eight hours. 

Putting on my uniform directly, and placing myself in the gig of 
Her-. Majesty’s sloop Larne, which 1 had taken up with me, with the 
ensign and pendant hoisted, and my Chinese passport for the cutter in mv 
hand, (declaratory of my- public character and name.) I proceeded forth¬ 
with to the chief mandarin 1 could find in (Jie reach. 

1 told that officer that it was my purpose, to proceed to Canton; and 
that apprehending forcible interruption, 1 had to warn him that my boat 
was unarmed, that my purposes were peace and the protection of my 
countrymen, that I should oiler no resistance, but that it was my resolu¬ 
tion to rcnel\,tn< so factories, or to sacrifice my life in the attempt. I there¬ 
fore called upon him not to lose one moment in ‘forwarding expresses to 
advertise the officers of the various stations not to fire upon me. 

. Disregarding kis earnest dissuasion, 1 proceeded on immediately in 
the cutter to the usual anchorage, about four miles from these factories. At 
that point 1 was again approached by several armed boats; but pursuing a 
similar course ofjrprescntation, I entered the gig, and proceeded upwards 
with all possible celerity, pulling and sailing. At my nearer approach to 
tli e factories, armed boats pushed out from every side, but the admirable 
steadiness of the four people, of the Larne, and-a commanding favourable 5 
breeze, enabled me to bailie the attempts to obstruct me ; a»d at about 6 p.m., 
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brushed into those stairs, to the great relief bf my distressed countrymen, 
many of whom had watched the latter part of. my approach with feelings 
<tf keenest solicitude. • 

The top-mast of the flag-staff had been st ruck since the execution ; hut 
l. immediately desired that the boat’s ensign should be taken up and made 
fast to the lower masthead : for 1 well knew, iny Lord, that there is a sense 
of support in the sight of that honoured flag, fly where it will, that none can 
feel but men who look upon it in some such dismal strait as our's. 

Tide's (ate of intense distress in which l found the whole foreign com¬ 
munity will be explicable to Her Majesty’s Government.. when I inform 
your Lordship that the actual pressing difficulty was the obstinate demand 
that Mr. L. Dent, one of our most respected merchants at Canton, shoujd 
proceed into the city, and attend the High Commissioner’s tribunal. 

The accompanying notes, however, taken by t he Secretary, Mr. Elmslje, 
will furnish a detailed account of the proceedings, which immediately pre¬ 
ceded ray arrival in Canton. 

My first step was to go to Mr. Dent 's house with my countrymen; and 
taking him under my arm, l brought him to this hall, where by God’s, 
gracious mercy be still remains. Most anxious, however, to avoid all just 
imputation of impracticability, I immediately signified to the Hong nier-, 
chants, for communication to the Government, my readiness to let Mr. 
Dent go into the city with, me, and upon the distinct written stipulation,, 
(sealed with the High Commissioner's signet.) that lu* was never to be 
removed for one moment out «f my sight. 

I then assembled the whole foreign community in ('anion, and read¬ 
ing to them my circulars issued at Macao, enjoined them all to be mode¬ 
rate, firm, and united. 1 had the satisfaction to dissolve the meeting in a 
calmer state of mind than had subsisted for several days past. 

The native servants were taken from ns, and the supplies cut off on 
the same night.: but it was declared by the merchants, that the orders had 
been issued in the course of the morning, by reason of Mr. Dent's opposi¬ 
tion to the High Commissioner’s summons. 

An arc of connected boats was formed, filled with armed men, the 
extremes of which touch the'oasl and west points of the bank of the river 
in the immediate front of the factories, cutting off a segment of the stream 
from the main body : the square, and the rear of the factories, are occupied 
in considerable force ; and before the gate of this hall the whole body of 
Hong merchants and a large guard are posted day and night, the latter 
with their swords constantly drawn. In short, so close an imprisonment 
of the foreigners is not recorded in the history of our previous intercourse 
with this empire. 

The series of papers from Mo. 13 to 2<> is my correspondence with the 
government since my arrival in-Canton this day week, with the exception 
of No. 20, which is a most momentous circular to Her Majesty’s subjects, 
requiring the surrender into my hands, for t he service of Her .Majesty’s 
Government, of all the Uritish opium actually on the coasts of China at 
that date. 

. The justification of this immense responsibility will need more full 
development than it would be desirable, or indeed practicable, to make in 
my present condition. I am without doubt, however, that the safety of a 
great mass of human life hung upon my determination. For if I had 
commenced with the denial of my eontroul over the subject, the High Com¬ 
missioner would have seized that pretext for reverting to his* measures of 
intimidation against individual merchants, obviously the original purpose, 
but which my sudden appearance Jiad disturbed. If 1 had persevered in 
this course of representation, he would have forced the whole into submis¬ 
sion by the protracted confinement of the persons he should determine to 
seize; and, judging from the tenor of his proclamation and general conduct, 
I am fully warranted in saying by the sacrifice of their lives. 

Thenorccd and separate surrender of all this immensely"valuable pro¬ 
perty by individual merchants, without security of indemnity and protec¬ 
tion, must have led to some desperate commercial convulsion in India and 
England, which might have embarrassed the Queen’s Government in an 
incalculable degree. ' •’ > 
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In a few words then, my Lord, I may say, that I plainly perceived 
the moment had arrived for placing, the whole weight of the immense 
difficulties to be encountered, on the only foundation where it could safely 
rest: namely, upon the wisdom, justice, and power of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have written thus far. my Lord, at various snatches during a most 
anxious week, and it is my present purpose to continue this narration from 
this date, as circumstances of moment present themselves. # # • 


Canton, April 2, 1839. 

Hot ween the 30th ultimo and the present date, the negociations, your 
Lordship will observe, have been confined entirely to the mode of delivering 
the opium. 

His Excellency demands that the ships should come up so dose to 
the Hogue, as to place them almost under the guns of the fortresses; and 
he insists that. I shall forward the merchants’ orders for delivery to the 
respective commanders to (he officers of the Government, so that they 
may forthwith take them to the ships and receive the opium ; all of us 
remaining - in our present imprisonment till the whole amount be delivered. 

I need liardly observe to your Lordship, that it is not my purpose to 
accept conditions of release, which would pjacc all the Hritish shipping in 
China at the disposal of this Government, and completely expose the 
transactions of the merchants of my country. 

But being anxious, for obvious and very urgent reasons, to fulfil my 
obligations with all practicable dispatch, your Lordship will perceive that 
i have submitted the single mode of effecting the objec t. 

The only incidents of interest, affecting our general situation since I 
fast wrote, are the permission to purchase food, and the entrance, from 
time to time, of Coolies, under strict surveillance, to remove the foul linen. 
In other respects, the blockade is increasing in closeness. Scraps of 
intelligence, however, have reached us, brought up by Chinese, insegars, 
and- in other adroit, modes, from Whampoa, to the 31st ultimo; and from 
Macao to the 30th. All was tranquil at either point when those tidings 
left ; but the painful anxiety of our families and countrymen will be 
conceivable to Her Majesty’s Government. ' 

l should not omit to mention to.your Lordship that the Commissioner 
yesterday caused his addresses to me to be publicly placarded, but not 
my replies. I am credibly informed that the publicity of his own papers 
has by no means had the desired pfleet of inciting the people of the 
country against me. but the contrary. 

Iler Majesty's Government will do me the honour to observe, that I 
have studiously abstained from noticing the High Commissioner’s insult¬ 
ing language, palpably put forward to provoke me; and that 1 have not 
.considered my situation was a suitable one for answering his argu¬ 
mentation. 

This is the first time, in our intercourse with this Empire, that its 
Government has taken the unprovoked* initiative in aggressive measures 
against British life, liberty, and property, and against tbe dignity of the 
Hritish Crown. I say unprovoked , advisedly, because your Lordship will 
observe, in my address to tlie Keun-Min-Koo, dated at Macao, on 22nd' 
ultimo, that I offered to adjust all things peacefully, by the fulfilment of 
the Emperor’s will, as soon as it was made known to me. 

Her Majesty’s Government may,he assul-ed that there shall be no 
pretext or unseemly violence or intemperance of tone on my part, to help 
the vindication of the actual policy. They have deprived us of our* 
liberty, and our lives are in their hands; hut our reason, and above all, our 
dutiful confidence in the Queen’s gracious protection, will remain with us. 

My own life has been passed in the public service, and I should be 
unpardonable indeed, if I did not remember and steadily act upon the 
recollection, that the response to these proceedings ..is the high attribute 
■ ol’ Her Majesty. 
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. . Canton, 1 p.m., April 3, 1839-- 

The High Commissioner has acceded to the arrangements proposed 
in my memorandum, No. 28; and Mr. Johnson leaves me at 4 p.m. this 
day, for Macao, by the inside passage, accompanied by the officers. 

f havc&c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Ch icf S upc r intendent. 


Inclosure I in No. 146. 

Messrs. Bell and others. Iter Majesty's Subjects, to A. R. Johnston. Esq., 

Deputy Superintendent. 

Sir, Canton , February 26. 1839. 

ACROSS and shocking outrage against the foreign community 
having been perpetrated by the Chinese authorities, in causing a man to 
be strangled this afternoon in front of the factories, we. the undersigned 
Brit ish subjects, most earnestly request that the British flag nun not again 
be hoisted until reference has been made to Her Majesty's Chief Super¬ 
intendent. 

[Signed by all the British subjects in Canton.] 


Inclosure 2 in No. 116. 

Messrs. Bell and others, Her Majesty's Subjects, to A. R. Johnston, Esq. 

Sir, Canton. February 28, 1839. 

INFORMATION having been received of the arrival of Her Ma¬ 
jesty’s sloop Larne, in the Macao Roads, as also that her stay there was 
likely to be very short, we, the undersigned British merchants, respect¬ 
fully request that you will represent to Her Majesty’s Senior Superin¬ 
tendent, that we are of opinion that the presence of a naval force in the 
waters of China is at all times desirable, but more especially so under the 
present very unsatisfactory position of our commercial relations with the 
Chinese Government: and that the services of the Larne should be made 
available for the protection of British interests. 

• We have, &e., 

(Signed) BELL &. Co., and others. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot to Messrs. Bell and others, Her Majesty's Subjects. 

• • 

Gentlemen,- Canton, March 2. 1839. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 20t[i ull., to the 
address of the Deputy Superintendent, and I beg to acquaint you that it 
is not. jmy intention to hoist the British Hag at Canton in the present 
posture uj .circumstances, 1 am sensible, Gentlemen, of (heextreme hazard 
to which the. lives and property of the whole foreign community arc 
^exposed-by the, recurrence ofj so dismal and exciting an event as that which 
^forms the subject of your letter. And it will be my duty to make an early 
communication to tier Majesty’s subjects, in explanation of the proceed* 
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ings J propose to take, for leading the Governor to refrain from measures 
that cannot fail to burden His'Excellency with the responsibility of some 
terrible catastrophe. ». 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


' Inclosure 4 in No. 146. ■ 1 

..... Captain Elliot.to Messrs.. Bell and others.. Her Majesty's Subjects. . 

Gentlemen, Canton. March 2, 183$. 

1 HAVE had the honour to receive your letter to the address of Mr. 
■Johnston, upon the subject of Her Majesty’s sloop Larne's continuance 
on this station ; and in reply, 1 beg- to acquaint you that I, had already 
■moved Captain Blake to remain, for the purpose of affording me an oppor¬ 
tunity to communicate with the C'ommandcr-in-Cluef, and the British 
Indian Government, from this place. 

The period of her further delay must be regulated with careful atten¬ 
tion to the orders under which that officer is acting in the furtherance of 
the other exigencies of the public service, as well as by circumstances on 
thfe spot, of which I am not yet in a situation to judge." 

I may observe, however, that my chief object in requesting Captain 
Blake to remain, was to afford (ime for exact reports to the authorities 
above-mentioned, in order that such immediate and effectual steps 
may be taken for the protection of British interests in this quarter, as may 
be necessary in the emergencies of the ease. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 

Inclosure 5 in No. 146. s 

■ . M 

Notice to Her Majesty’s Subjects. 

Circular, Canton, March 4, 1839. 

THE execution of a criminal in this square on the 26th ultimo, 
renders it the duty of the Undersigned to submit a few remarks to Her 
Majesty’s subjects^ 

In his own judgment, the purpose of this most humiliating&evcnt was 
not only to intimidate, hut to degrade, dnd render hatcf qh the whole 
foreign community in the sight of the native population. Nrac her can he 
doubt that its tacit admission would lead to stilt graver pasjjpgcs. 

Her Majesty’s subjects may be assured that'he will nor fail to lay 
these convictions before the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 

Impressed by the persuasion, however, that the recurrence of sucti ap 
outrage would lead to some sudden and deplorable catastrophe, he finds it 
necessary to make an immediate communication to the Governor, i But he 
has been careful to leave the treatment of the late event to the unembar¬ 
rassed disposal of his own and the other Western Governments, whose; 
(lags haye been subsequently lowered. 

He considers it due to his countrymen to promulgate a copy of his 
address to the Governor on this occasion. 

' (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent of the Trade, of 
British Subjects tn China. 



lttclosure 6 in No. 1$6. 

• * * * 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, Marvh 4, 1839 . 

THE Undersigned, Stc., &c., presuming to offer no. objections to the 
right of^ this Government to execute native criminals wheresoever it may 
think St, within the limits of the Empire, desires only to.observe, that no 
such circumstances have ever hud place in the immediate vicinity of the 
foreign dwellings, until the 26th ultimo, during an intercourse of nearly 
two hundred years; and he has now to request, on fhe behalf of the 
Government of his nation, that his Excellency will be pleased to ordet 
their future discontinuance in this situation. 

A native of the western countries, your Excellency will hold the 
Undersigned excused (or observing that, agreeably to the genius of those 
people, nothing could be more harassing to them than the execution of a 
criminal before their doors. 

He dares not conceal from your Excellency a very general impression, 
upon the part of the foreign community, that the considerate protection 
of this Government is in a great degree withdrawn from them. 

The effect of such feeling need not be pressed upon the attention of" a 
high officer, versed in the government of men. It deprives the wise and 
the thoughtful of their just and restraining influence, and renders the rash 
desperate. 

The Undersigned is afraid, therefore, that it would be impossible to 
stay the hands of every excited indhidual, in such a crisis of intense agita¬ 
tion, as another execution before these factories would produce; and one 
fatal blow might lead to death, destruction of property, and disturbance of 
the lower orders of the native population, which the most anxious efforts of 
the honourable officers could not prevent. 

These are the profound sentiments of his heart; and claiming, as the 
officer of his nation, the prptection of the great Emperor, the Undersigned 
must, once more, request your Excellency to signify to him the calming 
declaration, that it is not the purpose of this wise and just government to 
leave the whole foreign community exposed to the most imminent risks 
of disaster. 

' ! The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion to offer to your 
Excellency the, renewed expressions of his highest consideration. * 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLJ0T. 


lnclosurc 7 in No. 146. 

Notice to Her Majesty’s Subjects. 

Circular. Canton, March 9, 1839. 

WITH reference to his circular of the 4th instant, the Undersigned 
has now the honour to promulgate a copy of his Address to the Governor, 
concerning the late execution before these factories. * , 

And having this d,ay ascertained, by a formal message from his 
^Excellency, that he does* not propose to reply to him in a direct shape, it 
only remains for the Undersigned to announce to Her Majesty's subjects 
his oWn intention Ho report the'circumstance to Her Majesty’s Govern* 
•meat by the earliest opportunity. 1 

To this representation' he will join his own strong opinion, that the 
lives .and properties of the whole foreign community would be exposed to 
perilous jeopardy on every repeated occasion of an execution in the same 
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Pending further instructions: from hiss Government, his own address 
has served the purpose of a protest, which was the main object of its 
transmission. ’ ' . 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inelosure S in No. 146. *• 

. f 

Captain Elliot, to the Governor of Canton. 

Macao, March 12,1839 1 . 

THE Undersigned, &c., &c., being on the point of communicating 
with the Government of his nation, and the high officers of the Govern¬ 
ment of India, and the chief in command of the naval forces, and having 
his mind agitated by many doubts and fears, lias once morfe to address 
your Excellency upon the subject of his address of the 1th instant. 

ft is liis duty to lay before your Excellency his strong conviction that 
the Government of his nation will regard the unprecedented execution of 
a criminal before the foreign dwelling houses, to be an outrage upon the 
feelings and dignity of all the Western Governments whose flags were 
recently flying at Canton. 

And for the sake of that peace and good will which has subsisted for 
one hundred and several tens of years, the. Undersigned has again 
respectfully and anxiously to request that your Excellency will be pleased 
to forward him a calming declaration through the honourable officers, in 
order that lie may report to the high officers of his own nation, the needless¬ 
ness of immediate and direct appeals to the great Emperor for protection. 

The cruixcr of his nation is detained for your Excellency's reply, and 
the Undersigned having received the same, will immediately make the 
necessary statement, and she will then sail away. 

(Signed) . CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Macao, March 22, 1839. 

THE Undersigned, &c., &c., seriously disturbed by the unusual 
assemblage of troops, ships of war, lire-vessels, and other menacing pre¬ 
parations, and, above all, by the unprecedented and unexplained, measure 
of an execution before the factories at Canton, to *the destruction of all 
confidence in the just and moderate dispositions of the provincial autho¬ 
rities, has now the honour to demand, in the name oLthe Sovereign of his 
nation, whether it is the purpose of His Excellency the Governor to make 
war upon the men and ships of his nation in this empire? 

lie claims immediate and calming assurances upon this subject; and 
he has at the same time to declare his readiness to meet the officers of the 
Provincial Government, and to use his sincere efforts to fulfil the pleasure 
of the great Emperor, as soon as it is made knowp to him. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

« 

(A copy of the same was sent to the Keun-Min-Foo.) 
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Inclosure 10 in No. 146. 

Public Notices to Her Majesty's Subjects. 

Circtilar. Macao, March 22, 1839. 

THE Chief Superintendent of the trade of British subjects in 
China, having received information that Her Majesty's' subjects are de¬ 
tained, against their will in Canton; and having other urgent reasons for 
the withdrawal of all confidence in the just and moderate dispositions of 
the provincial government, has now to require that all the ships of Her 
Majesty’s subjects at the outer anchorages, should proceed forthwith to 
H6ng Kong, and, hoisting their national colours, be prepared to resist 
every act of aggression on the part of tin; Chinese Government. 

In the absence of Captain Blakd; of Her Majesty’s sloop, Larne, 
Captain Parry of the Hercules, will make the necessary dispositions 
for putting (he ships in a posture of defence ; and in the absence 61 Captain 
Parry, that duty will devolve on Captain Wallace of the Mermaid. 

And the Chief Superintendent, in Her Majesty’s name, requires all 
British subjects, to whom these presents may come, to respect, the authority 
of the persons herein charged with the duty of providing for the pro¬ 
tection of British life and property. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Macao, this twenty-second 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

(L.S) Chief Super in leu dent of the Trade, of 

British Subjects in China. ► 


Macao, March 23, 1839. 

THE considerations that have moved the Undersigned"to give public 
notice to all Her Majesty's subjects, that lie is without confidence,in the 
justice and moderation of the provincial government, are:-— 

The dangerous, unprecedented, and unexplained circumstance of a 
public execution before the factories at Canton, to the imminent hazard of 
life and property, and total disregard of the honour and dignity of his own, 
and the other western goveVnmcnts, whose flags were recently Hying in 
that square; the unusual assemblage of troops, vessels of war, fire-ships, 
anid other menacing preparations; the communication, by the command 
of the provincial government, that in the present posture of affairs, the 
foreigners were no longer to seek for passports to leave Canton (according 
to the genius of our own countries, and the principles of reason, if not an 
act of declared war, at least.its immediate and inevitable preliminary); 
and lastly, the threatening language of the High Commissioner and pro¬ 
vincial, authorities, of the most general application, and dark and violent 
character., . 

Holding it, therefore, impossible to maintain continued peaceful 
; intercourse with safety, honour, or advantage, till definite and satisfactory 
^explanations have passed in all these particulars, both as respects the past 
and the future, the Undersigned has now to give further notice that he 
-shall forthwith demand passports for all such of Her Majesty’s subjects 
as may think lit to proceed outside, within the space of tea days from the 
date that his application reaches the government; such date hereafter to 
be made known. • 

-j And he has to counsel and .enjoin all Her Majesty's subjects, in urgent 
terms, to make immediate preparations for moving their property on 
board the ships,* Reliance, Orwell, and George th ft Fourth, or other 
British vessels at Whampoa, to be conveyed to Macao; forwarding him; 
without delay, a sealed declaration, and a list of all actual claims against 
Chinese subjects, together with an estimate of all loss or damage to be 
suffered by reason of these proceedings of the Chinese Government. 

A&d he has further to give notice, that the Portuguese Govern¬ 
ment of thi^i settlement* has already pledged itself to afford flei* 
Majesty’s subjects resident, here, every protection in its power, so long 
< 3 A 2 . - 
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as theyi shall be .pursuing- no, course,of traffic within-the-limits of <ihe»: 
seltlemeat'at,variance wittethedawsof this, empire. ‘Andhcbasmost 
especially to warn Her Majesty's subjects}: that such strong 'measures-asr-it; 
maiy be necessary to adopt on. the! part of Her Majesty’s Government, 
without further notice than the present; cannot be prejudiced by their 
continnedvresidence in Canton (beyond the period now fixed), upon their 
own responsibility, or without further guarantees from the Undersigned. 

And lie has further to give lipticc, that if the passports should be 
refused lor more than three days from the date that his application shall 
reach the provincial government, he will be driven to the conclusion that 
it is their purpose to detain all Her Majesty’s, subjects as'hostages; and 
to endeavour to intimidate them into unsuitable concessions and terms, by 
the restraint,,of their persons, o.r by violence upon their lives or property, 
or by the death of native merchants in immediate connexion with them 
both by ties of friendship and of interest; or by the like treatment of their 
native servants. .. .. 

• The Undersigned, in conclusion, most respectfully submits these 

observations to the attention of all the foreigners in,China: and, the 
respective governments [being]; closely .united by a community of feeling . 
and interests, not only jn their own quarters of the globe, but most 
especially, in this peculiar country, he fools that he is performing an act of 
duty in offering them every ..humble assistance in ,his power, on this 
and all similar occasions,,when they may be of opinion that he can be 
useful to them. ,. t r • n ;, 

..Given under iny hand apd seal of office, at Macao, this twenty-third 
day of March, one,thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. ' 

# . .. .v»r<o'f .'..(Signed), CHARLES ELLIOT, . 

(L.S.) Chief Superintendent qf the Trade of 

• •„ . Brjijsh Subjects in China. 

. . ’ fnclosure 11. in No. i'ifc ' 

Captain Elliot to P.J. Blake, Esq., Commander of Jfer Majesty’s 

•-V r *. • : sloop haxne. 

Sir, Macao, March 23, 183!).. .» 

...t ) },' i , 

\ THE various ami unreserved conferences I have had the honour to 
have with you, oh the present extremely disquieting state of eireum- < 
stances,, preclude the necessity; of recapitulating the reasons which cbm- 
pelihc to proceed forthwith t() Wl\ampoa for the relief of Her Majesty’s 
subjects, from their actual restrained 1 and dapgcroiis situation. 

!And if you shall not hear from me in sonic certain and assuring/’ 
manner,, within the space of six days, from .the date of this communication, 1; 

I trust'that you will proceed, jn,Her Majesty’s sloop undcr your command, '' 
to the Cocca Tigris, and, foiling such authentic accounts 91 the safety apd ‘; 
free agency of .all, Her Majesty's subjects within those forts', froth the' ■' 
Chinese, admiral, as may be satisfactory to you; WnnistJbeg you’will ;i J 
consider us to be prisoners, and adopt such immediate proceedings for our 
rclk'f as.may seem suitable, to you. . ' ; 1 

Cordially assenting with me in the propriety of' ayoidingafiy Uiine- ; j 
eessary or ostensible, intercourse with the British shipping at the outside 1 * 
anchorages (many of..which have no doubt, been engaged Jh the illicit’'': 
traffic), it is at the same time most satisfactory to me to rcflect/'fhat’m the * 
event of any well-sustained evidence of aggressive attempts,'British life 
and property will have the benefit of all ‘the protection aiul countenance'*:: 
■which you cau afford. , ’ , : ' ' ^ 

In touching Jthis delicate apd difficult subject, t should perhaps again .-H. 
remind you, that most of the ships engaged in the regular trade, are "f' 
accustomed to anchor at the usual outside stations, both ! UpOh arriving 1 ’? 
-and putting to sea. 

■ I hold it my duty to you to state that I shatt^Wpihgly take fhe' ftflt Wf, 
. responsibility of any proceedings you may find s 1t ? 'heees8ary tcradofrt "oh 

K ■ * f • ,‘Vv»vJ *\ . 
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accofent of ;thc*e: rcqaisitirniSi-;: Ahd dtds;a, great .support-ttb fcV -o 

embarrassing t*irt'urtistances, that ! have ;the;?&s£latance- of an officer in • 
, wlibse/zeal and ability ,;I may justly, reppst^efltire'cotffiderice.. 

‘ r ‘'" t '■ " Al >*► 1 Ihave^&o.jhrt v . .., ... -• 

,»(Signed> CHARLES ELLIOT, 

i $.;« 0 ..'-■? ! 4 Chief-Superintendent. 

ijO h .i;; ■.> ■ 
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*•'!•/> -Mr! !l, <|.‘ ,'iili 1 I»t - ■' 
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v .. ;1 „ Gaqfw,. Saturday, Mjarch 

. THIS day at 10 a: m., the HongmcfchahtS repaired ‘ to the Kottee of 
Mr; Dent, Howqud' Senior Anti Maiidhrin’Mo'wqiia appearing- With IrOn 
chains round their necks, and also .with the’ further degradation of being’’ 
deprived of their buttons of tank. / HbwquaVsan, Mowqu’a. and Gowqua !' 
were also degraded and Cast in^o prison. The visit to Mr. Dent wa? by ‘ 
the express order of the High Comiiiissiooer, to command Mr. 1 Dent to go' ! 
into the city ini mediately, thatrhe might be confronted with his Excellency. “ 
The majority of the foreign, ComihUhity. had already assembled’at Mr. 
Dent’s, and,it was deeyied, ipost’ advisable, that they sWbuld cdllefct’ ih ■ 
separate room from tlid Tlohg mcrchaiits,' and that the following question 
should be put to them: !V ' ‘ ‘ 1 

Shall Mr. Dent corrfpljt With' the commands of the Commissioner, 
or not? «.....- 

It was unanimously carried, that My, Dent should not. comply, unless 
under the written and scaled gfudfanted ’that lib Should be treated witli 
respect, and also that he should be permitted to return home after the 
conference. This decision was conveyed to the 4 Hong merchants. ATlifey 
said that Howqua and Mandarin Mow?pia would lose their heads if Mr. 
Dent did not comply with the commands from the Commissioner, and that 
they could not venture to, apply for the required guarantee. After con-.,- 
sideyablc delay, a, dpputatipn of foreigners, accompanied by linguists, 
proceeded,to tno Consop/House/tpexplain' to’ the KwfiLtjg-Chbw’-Fobj and 
othey'p.fficeys,,the objections; ith^i cbnimtinit^ had to allowing Mr. Dent to’ : 
comply.with thp ‘ cohjmands;. in question.' .Upbti these objections' 'being 1 ' •' 
made knidwn, the lywJvhg-Chbw-Foo 'requested an' officer belonging to the ; 
high Cotpmissioher’s,' suite, wlfcK the Nainhoy, drid ail officer from ’ (he 
Hoppo’s ,ofp,ee, to repair' iyi<J agairi (-[toiVer the commands to Mr. Dent, 
and tp.adjnohi^h him, in the'[presence Of the foreigners, on the' necessity' s 
of obeying. 1 yjps,, summons^ b^iii^ itpiv; officially arid. dirCctly inade J td : 1 
Mr," pent, i,t vyysi ;thmightadvisable i oheo' jPoi' , e to' Solicit the' opinion'bf 
the' cpipmunjty,' .when _Jth’e samp \irianiinoils''feeling' prevailed; that Mr.'\ 
Dent Should not go, into. the ci^ypnless’ vVitli a special sealed 1 guarantee ' 
from the High! CommiSsionerM ’ Til Is dotcrrW inatiotf being repeated to these' ' 
three officers, they declared and called liea\ l Cn to witness, that; they would 
safely conduct', and firing bach: pent! The irresponsibility of these 

officers was,taken into consideration, and tliC Community still,adhered to 
their’determination. Tiie 4 officers!\yefe left in a room cbnsultirig* together, 
and after a lapse i>f 4 few minutes,, they expressed a Wish to sec Mr. Dent 
once, morfi, when, the officer belonging to the Commissioner’s’ suite spoke 
for a very considerable time, giving his assurance in V.very Way. and ' 
pledging his own word, for the, safely; of Mr. Dent’s return. “All thpse i! 
assurance? were of no ayailp and after Mr. Dent had expressed his regret 
that a iarther time couj^jiiqt bc' allowed ‘for the arrangement of so : 
important a question as "the one oh hand, he withdrew from the presence 
■M the officers. lt,w%!now most djstinetly affirmed by the officers, that-’ 1 
they could hot ffib)^,^t!^)ut they took Mr. Dent; and that they 
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must use force to compel him to go. Waiting, however, for.about half an 
hour, and finding Mr. Dent would hot go, they wished to conduct a depu¬ 
tation of foreigners, to the presence of'tho Kwang Chow Foo, at tffie 
Consoo House, that they might, state to that officer, upon what condition's 
Mr. Dent would comply with the commands. Many gentlemen accom¬ 
panied these officers, and distinctly stated to the Kwang Chow Foo what 
the whole foreign community required. All the officers at the Consoo 
House said that they could not obtain or even ask His Excellency for a 
guarantee, bu,t they all expressed a request that Mr. Morrison should 
accompany them to the city : this request was instantly’denied ; because 
Mr. Morrison had already been detained for about an hour against his 
w in the Consoo House, in the forenoon of this day, and was liberated 
by the Deputy Superintendent and the Secretary to the Superintendents. 
And it was strongly suspecteoVlhat he was to be kept as a hostage for 
Mr. Dent. 

Mr. Inglis proposed that three other gentlemen, with himself, should 
be allowed to accompany the Kwang Chow Foo into the £ity: this was 
instantly conceded, and Messrs. Inglis, Thom, Slade, and Fearon were to 
form the party; they were conducted through the back door of the Consoo 
House, entered the Chuk-lan gate, walked up the street, and took the 
first turning on the right, and soon passed the Viceroy’s palace; and after 
turning on the left, they drew up and were taken into the temple dedicated 
to the Queen of Heaven (teen hau koong). The Kwang Chow Foo had 
already arrived at this temple. He put these gentlemen in charge of the 
Hong,merchants, and went to report to the High Commissioner ; during 
his absence, these gentlemen were shown to a very pretty part of the 
temple, and introduced to priests, who treated them kindly with sweet¬ 
meats, tea. &c. After great delay, the noise of gongs, and shoutings, 
intimated the approach of the following officers: — Pooching-sze, or 
Financial Commissioner; Ancha-s/.e, or Judicial Commissioner: Yen Yun- 
sze, or Salt Commissioner; and Leang-taorO, or Grain Commissioner. 
These officers took their respective scats in a line, but leaving the Kwang 
Chow Foo, and Wei Yune, or a deputed officer, to sit on a bench in 
another part of the hall, evidently as if they were of too inferior degree to 
sit on a level with the former officers. All forms of etiquette, &e. being 
arranged, Mr. Thom was ushered by the head linguist into the presence 
of these officers, and the following questions put to him direct. “What 
is your name? What country do you belong to? &u\, Ike. Why does 
Mr. Dent not come ? ” ! 

Mr. Thom said that all foreigners thought Mr. Dent would be 
detained, and therefore they would not allow him to come. Detain him or 
not detain him, he is guilty of showing the greatest disrespect for not 
obeying the commands from the llign •Commissioner,— was the reply. 
Here Mr. Thom begged to say. that Mr. Dent had not the most distant 
intention of showing any disrespect; that this question was one of the 
utmost importance; that Mr. Dent and his countrymen were all of opinion, 
and under the apprehension, that the High Commissioner wished to detain 
Mr. Dent until a certain quantity of opium be confiscated, as they had 
heard it reported, the High Commissioner imagined Mr, Dent had 6,000 
chests of opium. 

The Ancha-sze replied, that this is no report, but a certainty; that the 
High Commissioner's eyes are very sharp, and his ears very long ; that he 
\kAw. wx&ymA,, ww\ <\ywy capWaWsV. awd Vhat 

he had resided in China many years ; that the High Commissioner held 
positive and explicit orders from the .Emperor to put down the opium 
trade, and that he was possessed of powers quite unlimited and extra or¬ 
dinary^ and that he wished to admonish Mr. Dent, and also to inquire 
into the nature of his business; that Mr, Dent must he confronted with the 
KWh Commissioner; that if he did not consent, he should be dragged out 
of nis house by force; and, consequently, the High Commissioner would 
mo&CJUtfittECLlly kill him. One of the officers remarked, that if Dciit 

c the Commismoi^the trade .jvQijld W 
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. ' Siipilar questions to. the above were put, to the other gentlemen, but 
through one of the linguists: this mode of . interpretation is al ways very 
cqnTused, and causes so much misunderstanding, that the examinations ■ 
are better omitted. , y 

After a detention of about three hours, the whole party returned 
under the escort of an officer. • 

(Signed) EDWARD ELMSLIE, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 


Inclosure 13 in rjp/l46. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton , March 25, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &,c., moved by urgent considerations affecting the safety of 
the lives and property of all the men of his nation, and the maintenance, 
of the peace between the two countries, respectfully claims passports for 
all the English ships and people at Canton, within the space of three days 
that this application reaches jtonr Excellency's; hands ; so that they may 
all be set at liberty, and depart outside in peace, with their property* 
within ten days after the passports are. issued. And Elliot further,, 
requests, that your Excellency will be pleased to grant them boats for 
the removal of their persons and property, with guards to protect them 
from the violence of the lower orders. And if Elliot shall not hear that 
the passports are granted within the space of three days from the date 
that this application reaches your Excellency’s hands, he will be reluct¬ 
antly driven to the conclusion, that the men and ships of his country are 
forcibly detained, and act accordingly. 

Elliot cannot conceal frdm your Excellency his deep and sorrowful 
conviction, that the peace between the two countries is placed in imminent 
jeopardy by the late unexplained and ‘alarming proceedings of this 
Government. 

And in the name of the Sovereign of his nation, he declares himself 
free from the responsibility of all the consequences that may arise. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


» 

Inclosure 14 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, March 25,1839. 

ELLIOT, &c., sincerely anxious to fulfil the pleasure of the great 
Emperor, as far as it may be in his power, and as soon as it is authen¬ 
tically made known to him, respectfully requests that your Excellency 
will be pleased to. depute an officer*jo visit him this day, to the end that 
ail matters may be peacefully adjusted. • 

V And if Elliot is left at liberty to communicate with the men-and ships 
of his, nation at Whampoa, he will solemnly pledge himself, that he 
will take care that they do not repair to the Provincial City under the 
apprehension that he and all the people of his nation are prisoners and 

f 'thout food, thus producing conflict and disturbance. 

ElUot ’ therefore moves your Excellency to let the native servants 
return to their ocifnpationSj .th. permit the supply ; of provisions, and to 
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remove all the Carriers frombtsfore the factories. By suchmenns, ct$fcfi- 
dence and tranquillity will be .restored in the minds of all men, both 
.native and foreign. ‘ ' , t ‘^v > 

' Elliot has in all respects, since he filled the station of Superintendent, 
manifested his earnest desire to keep tlie peace, and fulfil the pleasure of 
your Excellency; and, as an officer of lxis country, he now asks for rea* 
sonable treatment for himself and all the men of his nation; and claims 
your Excellency’s confidence in his peaceful dispositions on this occasion 
of perilous jeopardy. . ' . * • 

It may sometimes happen, when Elliot addresse gjyo nr Excellency 
concerning affair^, that,,unsuitable terms find place in hl^dmmunications; 
and whenever that be the case, he entreats your Excellency to believe that 
the circumstance is attributable to the want of perfect familiarity with, the 
native language, and never tc\any intention to manifest disrespect to the 
high officers of this Government,'which would expose him. to the severe 
displeasure of his own Sovereign. 

And he has now to request that your Excellency will be pleased,to 
return him the address he submitted this morning. . .. 

With highest consideration, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


luclosure 15 in No. 146. 


’ The Prefett and Commandant of Canton, jointly, to Captain Elliot. 

CJHOO, Prefect of the department of Rwang Chow, and Han, 
Commandant of the same department, isstife. commands to the English 
Superintendent, Elliot.-for his full information. 

They have received the within official injunction from the High 
Imperial Commissioner and Governor of Hob Kwang, his Excellency Lin: 

“ I have received from Tang, the Governor of the two Kwang, the 
following communication: 

‘“On the 25th of March. 1839, at 1 a.m., the English Superintendent, 
Elliot, addressed me in the following terms: 

[The Address of March, 25 (Inelosure 13) isfiler6 inserted .) 

“‘This address having duly come before mb fhe Governor, I have 
given itmy consideration.' I find that the foreigners of the nation afore¬ 
said have, in their commercial intercourse with Kwmigtung, J#ng enjoyed 
gratifying advantages; Init that thqy bave'brdughtbpitiM—that pervading 
poison—to this land i'thus p'rofiting themselves'by the injury of others. 
That the great"Ehiperbr hns'iiOw bCcn ^leaked to give to.your Excellency 
a special commission to repair hither and make inquiry, and act in this 
matter. And that, as High Imperial Commissioner, you issued an edict, 
promising not to go back into the past, but only requiring that the opium 
already here should be entirely delivered (ip; that the opium to come should 
be effectually stopped from coming; and that they should then be enabled 
to continue their trade as usual. These commands, on the 18th of March 
last past, all the Hong mCfChalite were 'fequircrfto'repair to the factories 
and enjoin, H term of three days being prescribed within which to give a 
reply. Upon the 22nd, there was yet no reply.. This was conduct highly 
disobedient and procrastinating. 

“‘ Your.Excellency, the High Commissioner, had ascertained that the 
opium brought by Dent was comparatively in large quantity, and sum¬ 
moned him to be examined. He, too, procrastinated for three days, and 
has not at all obeyed your commands by appearing. 

“‘In consequence hereof, and in accordance >yith established pre¬ 
cedents, a temporary embargo was placed on the trnpe, and the requesting 
of permits to go to Macao was stayed. •* $ 

“‘In perusing now the address^of the ssaqd Superintendent, I find no 
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ask, while (ibnf^^ls 


no. give pa&sports ? 

" r ” ; v “ *’Ih^e£b#dTo the style of the adtlress. there is much tliat hiinnot be 
*' ■ ittidfcrstood:" 'TRfefirti;* for"! astftnqe, the words “the two counjti^,” I^Sdwyot 
; the ^aning ?: bf.^ v While our Celestial Court has in humble Submission to it 
ten. thoft&md (Le, all) regions, and the heaven-like goodness of the great 
' Eatojeror ove$&Mdow's all, the nation aforesaid and the Americans have, b\i 

•: _li -jneWiil_ .1 __■__;_i c 11 • ? __i -. . 


conjointly . 

• “meaning of the language is greatly wantfmjin perspicuity. * ". 

• “'It is most requisite that, in obedience to the commands of you, 
the High Imperial Commissioner, the opium laid up on board , the store¬ 
-ships should at once bo delivered up to Government, when of course imme¬ 
diate permission will be accorded to apply for permits for the men and 
. vessels of the said nation to come and go; and assuredly there shall be nc 
caiisfeleSs'obstruetiori and delay.' ' . 

“‘Besides commanding the original merchants, Woo Tun Ytien 
(Howqua, Senior) and his fellows, to enjoin commands on the said Super¬ 
intendent for his obedience; besides too, instructing the territorial and 
financial Commissioner of JKvvangtung, in concert with the judicial 
Commissioner, to give all the needful commands, it is also my duty tc 
communicate with the High Imperial Commissioner, desiring to give 
him the trouble to examine and eause measures to be taken accordingly.’ 

“ Upon this communication being duly received by me, the Ootpmis- 
sioner, 1 proceed forthwith to give injunctions requiring obedience. Wher 
these injunctions reach the Prefect and other aforenamed, let them imme¬ 
diately issue commands, requiring that obedience be paid without,fail,’.’ 

’’they, the Prefect and Commandant, having respectfully received tlu 
, f above, proceed forthwith to issue commands. When these reach the sair 
Superintendent Elliot, let Turn, immediately act in obedience to them, and 
speedily take the opium laid up on board the store ships, and at once deliver if 
up todovernment. Then of course immediate permission will be accorded 
to apply for permits for the men and vessels of his nation to come and go; 
and assuredly there shall be no causeless obstruction and delay. 

Be there no opposition to these special commands. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 11th day. (25th March, 1839.) 

•. .. , . •; (L. S.) of Kwang Chow Poo 

, . (E. S.) of Kwang Chow.Hee 

gggET rue Translation. 

, , (Sigqpd) J. Root. Morrison, . 

. Chinese Secretary and. Interpreter. 
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Inclosure 16 in No. 146. 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CIIOO. by special appointment. Prefect of Kwang Chow, taking with 
him Lew, the magistrate of Nanhae distric t, and Chang, the magistrate of 
Pwanyu district, issues commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for 
his full information. 

On the 25th March, 1839, he received the within official injunction from 
his Excellency Tang, Governor »jf the two Kwang. 

“ Upon the 25th March, 183&r I received from Lin, the High Imperial 
Commissioner and Governor of Hookwang, a communication of the follow¬ 
ing tenor :— “ l received on the 25th March, 1839, at from l to 3 a.m„ your 
Excellency's communication of the following tenor :— 

[The same Address of March 25 (lnclosure 13) is here inserted.) 

“ ‘ Upon the receipt hereof, I have given the subject ray consideration. 
Elliot having come as English Superintendent into the territory of the 
Celestial Court, how ought he implicitly to obey the laws ? But his country, 
while it interdicts the use of opium, lias yet permitted the seduction and 
enticement of the Chinese people, The storc-Ships have been long anchored 
in the waters of Kwangtung, yet he has been unable to expel them, or by 
prohibitions to stay their proceedings. I would ask what it is then that 
Elliot superintends ? 

“ • Of my special mission by the great Emperor, as his Commissioner in 
this province, for inquiring and acting in regard to opium, how can the 
said Superintendent lie ignorant ? And when, after my arrival here, in place 
of taking the foreigners who dealt in opium, and subjecting them to the 
punishment due by the law's, l turned to issue to them an edict, giving 
them the option to deliver up their opium, and .put a full slop to its future 
ingress, how could he remain unaware of this act of kindness beyond the 
bounds of law? Yet in his address, not one word has lie said in reference 
hereto ; assuming the false garb of stupid ignorance. But has he not failed 
indeed to consider, that he, the said Superintendent, having come from 
Macao to Canton, cannot keep himself aloof from this matter? 

‘“The unintelligibleness of the style ofc his address, it is not worth 
while minutely to discuss. Nor is it necessary that I should reiterate the 
commands which I have already given. 

“ ‘ 1 have now merely to lay on Elliot the responsibility of speedily and 
securely arranging these matters, the delivery of the opium, and the giving 
of bonds in obedience to my former commands. , 

“ ‘ I f he can take the opium on board the store ships, and at once 
deliver it up entirely, it will of course be the duty of me, the Commissioner, 
to give him encouragement and stimulus to exertion. 

“ ‘Or if he have aught that he would say in thtwvyay of intreaty, he is 
permitted.to make a clear statement thereof, If there be realty nothing 
therein inconsistent with the principles of reason, in my equal maintenance 
of perfect justice, how can I, the Commissioner, be willing in the least to 
oppress? But if he speak not according t6 reason, and imagine, amid the 
darkness of t night, to abscond with his men*, it will show the conviction 
within him that he can have no face to encounter his fellow-men, add can 
he be able to escape the meshes of the vast and wale net of heaven ? : 

“ ‘ Having received your Excellency’s communication' aS above, it befits 
me to commpnicatc with you in reply, that you may, upon due examina¬ 
tion, direct the territorial and financial Commissioner; and the judicial 
Commissioner, with the Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo, to enjoin commands 
upon the said Superintendent, for his implicit obedience,’ 
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“ I, the Governor, having received the above communication, proceed to 
give this injunction, enjoining the Prefect thatj he instantly take with.him 
the two magistrates of Nanhac and Pwanyu; and in obedience to the 
matter contained in the communication from the High Imperial Commis¬ 
sioner, proceed to impress on the said Superintendent Elliot the commands, 
that they may be without fail obeyed.” * 

He (the Kwang Chow Foo) having received this, forthwith issues com¬ 
mands. When these reach the said Superintendent Elliot, let him pay 
immediate obedience. 

Be there no opposition to these special commands. * 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 12th day (2Gth March, 1839.) 

(L. S.) of the Kwang Chow Foo. 

(L. S.) of the Nanhac magistrate. 

^ (u. S.) of the Pwanyu magistrate. 

True Translation. -V' 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, 

* Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosurc 17 in No. 14G. 


The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CIIOO, by special appointment. Prefect of Kwang Chow, taking with 
him Lew, the magistrate of Nanhac, and Chang,, the magistrate of 
Pwanyu, issues commands to the English Superintendent,Elliot, for his full 
information. ^ 

On the 2Gth March, 1839, he received the within official injunction 
from His Excellency Tang, Governor of the two Kwang: 

“ Upon the 2Gth March, 1839, 1 received from Lin, the High Imperial 
Commissioner and Governor of Hookwang, a communication of the 
following tenor :— 

“ ‘ T received on the*26th March, 1839, between 5 and 7 a. m., your 
Excellency’s communication to me of the following tenor:— 

“ ‘ That, the English Superintendent, Elliot, having come up to 
Canton on the 24th, had a foreign address ready and presented, at 1 a. m. 
on the 25th ; that a clear and plain reply had been given to it, and the 

I iarticulars communicated to me. as appears explicitly on record: that now, 
>etween l and 3 p. m., another prepared address has been presented, the 
requests contained in which are all found difficult, to be at present granted; 
and that it has appeared right to send for my examination the foreign 
addresses, that commands mqy be given in reply. 

“ ‘ XJpon the receipt hereof, 1 have given the subject my consideration. 
The .said Superintendent, Elliot, requests, l find, that an officer may be 
deputed to enable hip clearly and minutely to state matters. These 
words seem somewhat reasonable. But how then is it that this day, from 
7 till 5, when 1 had spit several times, Choo the Prefect of Kwang Chow 
Foo, Yu the Prefect expectant,.Lew the Sub-Prefect of Fukang, Lew the 
magistrate of Nanhac, and Chang the magistrate of Pwanyu, who 
jointly repaired to the Consoo House of the Hong merchants*‘waiting 
for the said foreigner, in order to express to him commands; and when 
the Territorial, and Financial Commissioner, and the Judicial Commis¬ 
sioner, also both went to the new city, to await information: nevertheless, 
the foreigners all remained in concealment, not one appearing; and the 
said Superintendent Elliot also'flid not even to the last show himself? 
What kind of conduct is this? . 

‘ : 1 find that foreigners, by dealing in opium, have long infringed 

the laws. I, the High Commissioner, having received the Imperial com¬ 
mands to repair to Kwangtung in order to make inquiry and to act, 
cannot bear to destroy ere 1 have instructed. Therefore did l first issue 
an ediyt, requiring the delivery up of the opium. This was a measure of ' 
indulgence beyond the bbiw^s of law. Had the said Superintendent one 




glimpse of light; how ought he to have been roused by gratitude speedily * 
to act ? But whereas, before Elliot came tp Canton, l heard that all the'- 
foreigners verbally expressed their readiness to deliver pp opium, ana 
only Jailed to state the true amount: and even Dent, although (having the 
conviction* that he had been long in the habit of dealing in opium) he 
ventured . not at once to appear before the officers, yet neither did he 
venture to abscond: whereas, l say, this was before the case, no sooner 
had Elliot come to Canton, on the evening of the 24th, than he wished to 
lead olf Dent to- abscond, with the view of preventing the determination 
in regard to the delivery of the opium. Had not the precautionary mea¬ 
sures been most strict and complete, almost had the hare escaped, the 
wolf run off. Elliot’s conduct being thus exactly the same as that of an 
artful schemer, can he yet be regarded fit for the office of Superintendent ? 

“ ‘And while confusedly presenting to your Excellency the Governor 
two addresses in one day, he makes not one word of reference to the 
inquiries now being made for the prevention of opium, or tp the orders 
that have been given to deliver it up, just as though there was a causeless 
and vexatious detention. This only he has failed to consider, that had 
lie really indeed been rdady to command clearly all the foreigners to 
deliver up the opium in obedience to the commands given, should not l, 
the Commissioner, have then praised and encouraged him greatly? Or 
had he even abstained from giving such clear commands, yet if he had 
not. proceeded to work upon, and seduce the minds of all, to induce them 
to abscond, should 1 in that case have indeed taken the step of with¬ 
drawing the Compradores, and making inquiry regarding the vessel he 
came in? At this time, the offence of contumacious resistance and oppo¬ 
sition is turned away from Dent, and fixed on Elliot. Even should 1, the 
Commissioner, treat him with a partiality of leniency, yet, his country 
having long enjoyed the advantages of a commercial intercourse with 
Kwnugtung, even for a period of two hundred years, if it shall find these 
advantages suddenly.stopped and destroyed by the individual Elliot, will 
his Sovereign treat him with consideration and indulgence ? 

“ ' When on former occasions, foreign officers that have been here 
have failed to keep the laws, the nation aforesaid lias several times gone 
to the full extent of the law in inflicting punishment upon them. Can 
Elliot not have heard of this ? 


“ ‘ Having received your communication as afore stated, it, behoves me 
to request your Excellency the Governor, to be so indulgent as once more 
to enjoin it upon Elliot, that it is needful he should come to have a fear 
of crime, and a purpose to repent and amend ; that he should give clear 
commands to all the foreigners to obey the orders, requiring them to take 
the opium on board the store ships, and speedily to deliver it up. Then 
not only the Compradores of individuals and*of ships will be all restored as . 
usual; but 1, the Commissioner, with your Excellency the Governor, arid 
the Lieutenant-Governor, will assuredly cease, to go back into the past, 
and will Ipy our entreaties before the.Great Empcrdr, that favors may be 
shown beyond the bounds of law. And thenceforward all the foreigners 
will conduct a legitimate trade, rejoicing in the exliab^less gains thereof. 

If, assuming a false garb of ignorance, he voluntarily draw upon himself 
troubles, the evil consequences will, be of his qwn working out, and where 
shall lie find place for after repentance? , r 

“ * Herewith is sent a proclamation, under four heads, w hich, while 1 
send copies.t6 the Hong merchants, to be pasted up, I hope you will at 
the same time enjoin on Elliot, that he may haye.it translated and given 
to all the foreigners, for.their information* I wait your reply, &e.’ 

, • “ Upon the receipt, of the,above, .1, tfie Governor, proceed to issue this- 
injunction, requiring of the Prefect instantly to take with; him the two | 
magistrates, of Nanhae and Pvvanyu, and to act in obedience to what is. J 
contained in the communication from His Excellency the Imperial. Com- ' 
missioncr, enjoining the commands on the said Superintendent Elliot, that * 
he may without fail obey.’’ . . ! ■ (C ' 

Having received this, he (the .Prefect); to issjrfe 

' ’ '• 'A • '' ifv thtlrfitt '.Waits'*** 
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S2&S6S2Sf.^.:^*:. Em< *- w«*** 

>' Jk et ^ e ? e be 110 opposition to these commands. ‘ ' 9j 

I aoukwang,. 19th year, 2nd month, 12th day. (26th March, 1836). 

(E.fe.) ofthe IvwangvChow-Foo., 
(L.S.) of the Nanlme magistrate. 

. True Translation. V . (LS '> ortt “ ! Pwanyumagistrate. 

<: '.’•**> $>' (feigned) . J. Robt. Morrison, * .... , 

: , Chinese'.Secretary and Interpreter .;^; .... 


. Inelosure IS in No. '146. 

»‘ ’ ‘ ’ * 1 ' - : . A f t , •.'j ■ , • t . 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner. 


Canton, March 27, 1836. 

ELLIOT, &c., &c., has now had the honour to receive, for the first*' 
time,your Excellency’s commands, bearing date the 26th day of March, 
issued by the pleasure of the Great Emperor, to deliver over into the 1 

hands of honourable officers tp be appointed buyout-E.vcellencv all the ; 

opium in the hands of British subjects. 

Elliot must faithfully and completclv fulfil these commands; and he ' 
has now respectfully to request that your Excellency Will be pleased to 
indicate the point to which the ships of his nation, having'opium on board ' 
are to proceed, so that the'whole may bo delivered up. ' ’ ■ 

Tlie faithful account of the same shall be transmitted as soon as it is 
ascertained. • : 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 19 in No. 116. ' . 

The Prefect, of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CHOO, by special appointment, Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo, issues 
commands'to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

He has now received the within commands from Lin the High ■ 
Imperial Commissioner, and Governor of flookwang; : 

; “ This’ day it' appears the following prepared address has beciinre- 
sented'by the English Superintendent, Elliot: ■ • *■ ,• 

(The Address of March 21 (inclosure 18) is here inserted} 

“ Upon this cOnpfig 'before me, the Commissioner, I forthwith 
reply:—V •..{. . 

“The’representation that, "in obedience to the commands; he will 
deliver up the opium, manifests a respectful sense of duty and under¬ 
standing of matters. I find that the store ships at present irt these seas, 
are, in all, twehty-two; and the general amount of the opium they have ou 
board, I ahi already informed of by my inquiries. The Superintendent * 
can have no difficulty in -instantly ascertaining from all the foreigners in 
the factories the *precise amounts,, and immediately writing out and pre¬ 
senting a clear statement thereof, to enable ine, the Commissioner, in con¬ 
junction with the Governor; at once to declare a certain period, when 
we will oiirselves go’ to deceive 1 what is delivered up: He must not make 
an uiitrue; report, lest he bring 1 on ffiimself the offence of cdnceaKng,-'de¬ 
ceiving,“ and ph^ihgdv«^ - 

. commands be enjoined, and to this end P 

address my edmmhhdstfr^ E Wang-Chow-Foo, requiring’ that 

he pay immediate pbedience,e|||^m^ known to the Hong merchants my 
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reply, for thorn, to transmit the commands to the said Superintendent 
Elliot, in order that he may obey the same. A special order.” 

Upon the receipt hereof, he (the Prefect) proceeds to issue commands. 
When these reach the said Superintendent Elliot, let him immediately act 
in obedience thereto, and instantly ascertain from all the foreigners in the 
factories’, what is the precise amount of opium on hoard the store ships 
now in these seas, and at once let him write out and present a clear 
statement thereof. # 

Let there be no opposition to these commands. * 

Taoukwnng, JlHIi year, 2nd month, 13th day (27th March, 1839.) 

(L.S.) of the Kwang-Chow-Foo. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) % J. Rout. Morrison, 

Chines# Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosure 20 in No. 140. 

Public Notice issued by Captain Elliot to British Subjects, requiring 
them to deliver up to him aV British-owned Opium, either in their 
possession or under their controul. 

Circular. % 

Canton , March 27. 1839. 

I, CHARLES ELLIOT, Chief Superintendent, of the trade of British 
subjects in China, presently forcibly detained in Canton by the Provincial 
Government, together with all the merchants of my own and the other 
foreign nations settled here, without supplies of food, deprived of our 
servants, and cut oil' from all intercourse with our respective countries 
(notwithstanding my own official demand to be set at liberty, so that l 
might act without restraint), have now received the commands "of the High 
Commissioner, issued directly to me under (he seals of the honourable 
officers, to deliver over into his hands all the opium held by the people of 
my country. 

Now 1, the said Chief Superintendent, thus constrained by paramount 
motives affecting the safety of the lives and liberty of all the foreigners 
here present in Canton, and by other very weighty causes, do hereby, in 
the name and on the behalf of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, 
enjoin and require all Tier Majesty’s subjects now present in ('anion, 
forthwith to make a surrender to me, for the service of Her said Majesty’s 
Government, to be delivered over to the Government of China, of all 
the opium belonging to them, or British* opium under their controul: 
and to hold the British ships and vessels engaged in the trade of opium 
subject to my immediate direction, and to forward to me, without delay, a 
sealed list of all the British-owned opium in their*respective possessions; 
and I, the said Chief Superintendent, do now, in\the most full and unre¬ 
served manner, hold myself responsible, for anrNon the behalf of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, to all and eacli of Her Majesty s 
subjects surrendering the said British-owned opium into my hands to be 
delivered over to the Chinese Government ; and I, the; said Chief 
Superintendent, do further specially caution all Her Majesty’s subjects 
here present in Canton, owners of, or charged with the management of 
opium, thc'pjoperty of British subjects, that, failing the surrender of the 
said opium into my hands, at or before,six o'clock this day, I, the said 
Chief Superintendent, hereby declare Her Majesty’s Government wholly 
free of all njapnerof responsibility or liability in respect of the said British- 
owned opium. 

And it is specially to be understood that the proof of British property 
and value of all British opium surrendered to me agreeably to this notice,* 
shall be detemiined upon principles, and in a manner hereafter to be 
defined by TleV Majesty’s Government. f 

Given under iny hand and seal of office; at Canton, in China, this 
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twenty-seventh day of March, in the year <jf onr Lord one thousand eifeht 
hundred and thirty-nine, at six of the clock in the morning. ■. * 

(L.S.) (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent of the Trade of 
British Subjects in China. 


Inclosure 21 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton, March 28, 1839. 

ELLTOT,, respectfully referring to your Excellency’s commands,has 
now the honour to signify that he holds himself strictly responsible to your 
Excellency, as the High Commissioner of the Great Emperor, faithfully, 
and with all practicable dispatch, to deliver up as may be appointed, 
20,283 (twenty thousand two hundred and eighty-three) chests of British* 
owned opium, which he yesterday required of the people of his country in 
the name of his Sovereign. 

But as it appears upon inquiry that considerable quantities of the. 
said 20,283 chests are not St places within the immediate reach of this 
port, Elliot must request that your Excellency will be pleased to accept 
his solemn public pledge, that every chest shall be delivered up as it falls 
into his possession, until the whole amount of 20,283 chests shall be within 
the hands of your Excellency. And if Elliot dares to break that solemn 
public pledge in the least degree, he would most assuredly draw upon his 
own herd the severest displeasure of his own Sovereign. 

Elliot, however, is the officer of the English nation only, and your 
Excellency will, therefore, see that it is not in his power to require men of 
other foreign nations to deliver him their opium. 

It remains for him to offer the expression of his highest consideration. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 22 in No. 146. 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CHOO, Prefect of Kwang-Chow-Foo, issues commands to the English 
Superintendent, Elliot# fop his full information. 

He has now received the within injunction from his Excellency Lin, 
the High.Imperial Commissioner and Governor of Hookwang. 

“The English*Superintend«nt Elliot has presented an address, of the 
following tenor:— 

[The Address of March 28 (lnclosure 21) is here inserted .] 

“ Upon this coming duly before me, the Commissioner, I proceed to 
reply. . 

“ By this address it appears, that the amount of opium has been 
ascertained, and the needful examination and receipt thereof are respect¬ 
fully awaited. Tlje real sincerity and faithfulness thus shown, are worthy 
of praise. ,1 find that the amount of 20,283 chests,‘stated by the said 
Superintendent, has reference only to such as is brought by* the English 
v foreigners. 

, “ i, the Commissioner, have assuredly no suspicion that there is any 
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insincerity behind. Aud the statement that there is some at other ports 
elsewhere, 1 presume also to be the fact. But I have considered that, 
before the issuing of the orders t6 deliver up, it is difficult to feel assured 
that there has been no opium laid up in the several foreign factories, nor 
any brought in the various vessels at Whampoa. The question does not 
now stop with what is in deposit oh board the store ships, but at this 
time, when punishment is not to be inflicted on past offences, it is essen¬ 
tial that all the opium, wherever laid up, should he completely surrendered. 
Assuredly the offences of those who have before laid up a stftrfc thereof, 
shall not be visited upon them. . , • A. ••;••• ? ’’ 

“1 have now, in conjunction with the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor, determined on the rules to be observed in regard to the delivery 
of the opium. Besides sending a copy thereof separately to the Prefect of 
Kwang Chow Foo, that he may desire the Hong merchants to make 
known the same, I also requirt? of the said Superintendent, instantly to 
ascertain what quantity of opium there may be in the foreign factories; 
and on the 29th, officers shall be deputed to receive the same; what quan¬ 
tity of opium there may be on board the ships at Whampoa, to examine 
and receive which officers shall be sent on the 30th ; and what quantity 
there is on board the twenty-two store ships outside, to examine and 
receive which, I, the Commissioner, and the Governor, will ourselves go to 
the Bocca Tigris. Whatever there may be stored up at other ports, since 
the said Superintendent has promised to deliver up the whole, he should 
of course be held responsible for the delivery of, from time to time, as it 
shall arrive. Should the amount be in excess of the 20,283 chests, it must 
still be fully surrendered, fn so doing, the sincerity of the purpose will 
be shown. ' And assuredly no blame snail be attached to the inaccuracy 
of the original report, on account of such excess. 

“Besides this, the American, French, and Dutch nations have also 
Consuls in superintendence of affairs, to whom orders have now been given 
in like manner to pay obedience, and speedily to represent the real 
amounts, waiting till examination can be made, and the whole received. 
Though the said Superintendent be peculiarly charged with the eontroulof 
the English foreigners, yet having been permitted by the Crown, in conse¬ 
quence of the Governor's representations, to remain as Superintendent in 
tne foreign factories, he should spread abroad his monitions, so that all 
may speedily deliver up what opium they have, so as to enable us to memo¬ 
rialize the throne conjointly, and request a conferment of favors from the 
Great Emperor, in order to afford encouragement and stimulate exertion. 
Now is the time for the foreigners of all nations to repent of their faults, 
and pass over to the side of virtue. This is the day and time for reforma¬ 
tion ; and if embraced, the enjoyment of unending advantages will be the 
result. Let none on any account make excuses, or seek delay, so as to 
incur cause for future repentance. 

“ I proceed to issue commands, requiring obedience. And to this end I 
give my injunctions to. the Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo, requiring him 
immediately to transmit directions to the HonW merchants, to enjoin the 
commands on Elliot, to be without fail by him oblhyed.” 

This having been received, he (the. Prefect) proceeds to issue* com¬ 
mands. When these reach the said Superintendent Elliot, let him pay 
immediate obedience. Let there be no opposition tp these commands. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 14th day. (28th March, 1839.) 

■ ■ (L.S.) of the Kwang-Chow'-F'bo. 


True Translation. 


(Signed) J.^Rost. Morrison, 
Chinese " 


1 
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. Inclosure 23 in No. 146.* 


' The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot, communicating Jour Rules 

for the delivery of Opium. * 

i • • « J ' ’ h 

jPHOO, Prefect of Kwang-Chow-Fod, issues commands to the English 
Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

lie has now received an injunction from Lin. the Iligl* Imperial Com¬ 
missioner and- Governor of HookwangV sending out 'four rules for the 
delivery Of opium, which he transmits for immediate obedience. He there 
no opposition. A special command. . 

RULfifs. 

First.—The opium to be delivered up, as promised in the address, was 
. not intended to have reference peculiarly to the store ships. Whatever 
may be. laid up in the foreign factories, or on board the ships at Whampoa, 
the said Superintendent is required first to deliver up; all that there 
may be in the factories he is required to have removed on the 29th, to the 
outside thereof, there to await the deputing of officers to examine and 
take charge of the same.. As to the ships at Whampoa, he is instantly 
« to draw up a clear statement of the amount of opium in chests on board 
any of them by name, ancf to write in readiness, foreign letters to be 
handed in to'government; it being determined to depute an officer on the 
30th, to proceed, with chop-boats and tea-boats to examine and take 
charge of the same. 

, Secondly.—To the twenty-two store ships, which have of late been 

anchored off Liutin, in the Macao Roads, and elsewhere, the said Super¬ 
intendent is also required to address foreign letters, that they may. imme¬ 
diately proceed to make delivery. Officers shall be in the first place 
deputed to carry the letters, and give commands to the store-ships to cast 
anchor near to the Sand y-Hcad Oiling, (one of the headlands of the Hogue.) 
.and then and there they must respectfully await the arrival at the Hocca 
Tigris, of their Excellencies the Imperial Commissioner and flic Governor, 
personally, between the 31st of March and. the 2nd of April, when they 
shall, ship by , ship, submit the opium to be examined and taken charge .of 
by their Excellencies in concert with the naval Commamfer-iu-Chief. 

Thirdly.—The foreigners of .his nation residing in the foreign Fac¬ 
tories at, Macao, must also be required.to convoy any opium they have in 
. store, to the port of Sandy-Head, there to be in course of time examined 
aud taken charge, of.... t ,, f . . . . • ,■ , ■ • 

Fourthly.—Foreign vessels bringing opium from beyond sea, and being 
<anchored in sundry, and distant; places, not new* to the Hocca Tigris, the 
, said SLiperintcudent and tl\p several,Consuls are constantly in communica¬ 
tion with them, and th«JiJ><6on«ses are Ayell known: they should be required, 
therefore, to write and heave, in-, readiness foreign letters, iand to point out 
plainly the places j& .wluph the; vessels arc anchored, delivering such letters 
. in to Government, until officers sUall.be deputed, to take and give them to 
the .parties, who must .bring, their ships, with, the opium on board; to 
the; port ,of . Sandy-Head, where, as .they arrive^ 1 the opium shall be 
,delivered; There must not Ire the least concealment or delay. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 14th day. (28th March, 1839.) 

(L.S.) of the Kwang-Chow-Foo. 

True Translation,, • ^ { : J 

' ../’ J- ’Robt, JVfoilRISON, . 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter* 
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Lhclosurc 24 in Nd- 146. 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton, March 28, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c.. &c., has the honour to signify to your Excellency, 
that if any of tlje ships of his nation, having* opium, at the outside ancho¬ 
rages. alarmed by his detention, ami the severe proceedings of the 
Government, shall take advantage of the north wind to sail away, 
Elliot is still, according to the customs of his nation, most severely 
responsible till every chest of the 20,283 be delivered into the hands of the 
Government. He will be bringing disgrace upon his nation, and his 
Sovereign will punish him with the last degree of displeasure, if he breaks 
faith in t he smallest degree. 

But stud up as he is, lie knows not where the ships arc; and not 
being able to send them orders to stay, it is his duty* to state most elearly, 
that if they are gone he is still responsible to his Sovereign till the whole 
20,283 chests he delivered up. 

Taking all these circumstances into consideration, Elliot; trusts that 
your Excellency will be pleased to confide to his justice and truth, the 
faithful delivery of the opium on hoard the outside ships, as it falls into 
his possession, in the manner which ho may Mind practicable when he is 
set at liberty. 

By this expression he means only, that the native servants should be 
restored to the people of his country; that they should be permitted to 
purchase their supplies of food; and that the intercourse between 
Canton, Macao, and the outer anchorages in the licensed passage boats, 
should be re-opened ; Elliot himself remaining in Canton till the whole be 
delivered. 

With regard to opium at Canton and Whampoa, Elliot, and all the 
men of the foreign nations, have already taken most severe proceedings, 
as your Excellency will find by reference to the late records, when it was 
faithfully reported that all was gone. 

Elliot, has now respectfully to announce to your Excellency, that 
whilst he, and all the men of his nation, continue prisoners, the disposal of 
these matters is not in his hands. For, according to the customs of his 
country, the orders of persons in confinement, are of no avail; thus, the 
ships will not obey his injunctions until it be known that he and all the 
people of his nation are set at liberty. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELI JOT. 


Inclosurc 25 in No. 146. 

. «■* 

The Prefect of Canton, communicating the commands of the Imperial 

Commissioner in reply to Captain Elliot's Address (Inclosure 24). 

CHOOj by special appointment, Prefect of Kwang-Chovv-Foo, issues 
commands to the English Superintendent. Elliot,.for his full information. 

He has now received the within .injunction from Lin, the High 
Imperial Commissioner and Governor of Hookwang. 

" Upoi\ the 2$th instant, the English Superintendent, Elliot, presented 
an address requesting that as usual the compradores and servants should 
be allowed to furnish the daily supplies of food, and the passage-boats 
should be permitted to run between this, the outer anchorages, and Macao; 
he still remaining in Canton until the whole amount of opium shall be 
completely delivered up. . 11 
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“On this duly coming before me, the Commissioner, £ proceed to 
reply. 

. “ Yesterday the said Superintendent, when addressing me in reply, 

promised for himself, that he would certainly deliver up the opium of'his 
nation, to the amount of 20,283 chests, surrendering the whole quantity as 
he should bring it into his hands. 1 therefore answered in his praise, and 
at the same time clearly gave directions in regard to the places where, 
and time when, the delivery should be made. And 1 besides sent in a 
separate'form, a list of Rules, and required of him to write foreign letters , 
(or orders) to enable me to depute officers to proceed therewith to the 
store-ships, and call on them to .make the delivery. This was a most 
simple, convenient, and easy mode of proceeding. If the said Super¬ 
intendent were really' acting with sincerity of purpose, he certainly should 
have speedily proceeded to obey my commands. Though he say, that in 
the foreign Factories, and on board tfie ships at Whampoa, there is now 
no opium, yet the opium laid up on board the twenty-two store-ships, is 
all deposited therein by the foreigners residing in the factories. Ordi¬ 
narily, when combining with Chinese traitors to dispose thereof clandes¬ 
tinely, it'has been always practicable to obtain foreign orders written at 
the factories, and giving the same to the fast boats to proceed therewith 
outside and get possession of the commodity. How is it. then that on this 
occasion, when surrendering the opium, there is no knowledge of this 
mode of operation ? 

In the present address, it is represented, that now. while the north 
wind is blowing, it is feared that vessels outside, having opium on hoard, 
may perhaps set sail and go away. Now I find that of late the store* 
ships have all returned to Linlin, Macao Roads, and other anchor¬ 
ages, and there remained ; doubtless, because they have heard that com¬ 
mands have been issued requiring delivery of the opium, and therefore 
have not dared to sail far away. They are yet disposed to await arid pay 
obedience: while you would desire to stir them up and make them go. I 
would ask, seeiug that you have taken on you the responsibility in this 
matter, how, if the store-ships should dare to sail away, you will be able 
to sustain the heavy criminality attaching to you ? 

“The address talks too of close restraint, as if it were imprisonment, 
which is still more laughable. 1 find that from the JNth March, when 
the commands were given to all the foreigners to deliver up their opium, 
every thing vemained as usual, until the 24(h, when \ou came in a boat to 
Canton, and that night, wished to take Deni and abscond with him. It ■ 
was after this that eruizers were stationed to examine and observe all v 
that went in and out. It was because you were void of truth and good 
faith, that it. became unavoidably necessary to take preventive strips. As 
to the compradores and others, they are in fact Chinese traitors, who 
woulrl also suggest absconding and escape. How then could the with¬ 
drawal of them be omitted ? Yesterday, too, when you had made a state¬ 
ment of the amount of opium, I at once conferred on you a reward con¬ 
sisting of sundry articles of food. Is this the manner in which prisoners 
are ever treated ? 

“ 1, The High Commissioner, in conjunction with the Governor and 
Lieutenant-Governor, looking up to the Great Emperor, embody his all- 
comprehending kindness, and in our treatment of you foreigners of every 
nation, never go beyond these two words,—favour and justice. Such as 
display contumacy and contempt, how can they have aught but justice 
dealt out to them ? . But such as. show a respectful sense «of duty, shall 
assuredly be tenderly fntrealed with favor. 

“ Do you now simply comfi\and plainly all the foreigners with instant 
speed to prepare'letters, and hand them in to'Government, to enable it to 
give commands to all the store-ships to deliver up in orderly succession 
the opium. And as soon as this shall be delivered up, every thing shall 
without fail be restored to its ordinary condition. This requisition is 
indeed conformable to reason : what difficulty is there in complying with it? 
If, it*place of speedily making delivery, you make pretexts for diverting 
attention, in the' hope that after the strict preventive measures shall be 
withdrawn you may formlsqme other scheme, who cannot sec through suck 
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artful devices ? And will you be enabled to make a repetition of such 
Attempts ? • 

• “ Besides deputing officers to proceed to the liong merchants’ Consod 
House, there to give verbal commands, and so prevent delay, you are also 
hereby required to act speedily in obedience to this my reply. Do not 
again be working at excuses and delay, thereby drawing on yourself 
cause for future repentance. 

“1 proceed to give this injunction requiring obedience: ape} to«this 
• end l enjoin the.Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo, instantly to command the 
Hong merchants to give it in command to the said Superintendent Elliot, 
that he without fail pay obedience.” 

He (the Prefect) having received this, proceeds to issue the com¬ 
mands. On these reaching 'the said Superintendent Elliot, let him 
speedily act in conformity with this.reply. Let him not again set to work 
at making excuses and delaying, lest ho draw ou himself cause for 
future repentance. 

Hasten ! Hasten ! A special command. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 15th day. (20th March, 1830.) 

(L.S.) of the Kwang-Chow-Foo. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Hour. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosure 26 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton, March 30, 1839. 

ELLIOT, being anxious to discharge his obligations to your Excel¬ 
lency with all practicable dispatch, has the honour to acquaint your 
Excellency that lie has now issued instructions to Mr. Johnston, the Deputy 
Superintendent, requiring him forthwith to proceed outside and deliver 
into the hands of the honourable officers, 20,283 (twenty thousand two 
hundred and eighty-three) chests. 

It is desirable, therefore, that the intercourse, by the licensed passage- 
boats, should be opened as soon as possible, in order that Mr. Johnston 
may proceed to Lintin, and there assemble all the ships for the purpose of 
convenient delivery. 

The inclosed is the order to Mr. Johnston for the delivery of the opium. 

(Signed). CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Sub-inclosure in Inclosure 26 ir No. 146. 

Sir, Clinton, March 30, 1839. 

I HAVE now to instruct you to'deliver over to the officers of 
the Chinese Government, with the least possible delay, twenty thousand 
two hundred and eighty-three chests of opium; and for the more con¬ 
venient and rapid discharge of that duty, you will be so good as to 
assemble all.flic British outside shipping at Lintin. 

You will report to me at Canton the quantity delivered by every 
opportunity which presents itself, to the end that I may communicate the 
same to the High Commissioner, from time to time. 

* I have, &,c„ 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
A, R. Johnston, Esq., Chief Superintendent . 

Deputy •Superintendent. 

■a 
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Inclosure 27 in No 146 


The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot, returning the order on 
. v ' ! < Mr. Johnston for the 20,283 Chests: 


CIIOO, by special appointment. Prefect of Kvvang Chow Foo, issues 
commands to the English Superintendent Elliot, for his full information. 

' On the 31st March, 1831), he received from Lin, the High Imperial 
Commissioner and Governor of HookvvniTg, the within official injunction. 

“ On the 30th March, 1.839, the English Superintendent, Elliot, pre¬ 
sented the following address. 

[The address of March 30 ( ln.clo.snre 26) is here inserted .] 

“ Upon this duly coming before me, the Commissioner, I forthwith 
reply. 

“ This address represents, that the Deputy Superintendent Johnston 
shall be sent outside, to call together all the vessels, and deliver up the 
whole amount of opium ; and^gives conveyance to an order to him for my 
perusal. 1, the High Commissioner, have carefully examined the terms of 
this order, and though I find therein nothing improper, yet considering 
that in a previous address, the said Superintendent stated that, taking on 
him the power intrusted to him by his Sovereign, he had required of the 
people of his nation immediately to deliver up the whole of the opium ; it 
is plain to me, that as the said Superintendent has the power of making 
such a requisition, he can have no difficulty in giving orders directly to all 
the store-ships: and what necessity, then, is there for committing the 
matter to Johnston, and thus multiplying the twists and bends of the 
transaction ? • 

“I, the High Commissioner, have given reiterated official replies, 
requiring of all the foreigners to write orders themselves, on the ground . 
that, in the ordinary manner of selling the opium, they have always thus 
disembarked the goods, without committing an error once in a hundred 
times. Why, then, is not the opium surrendered in this comparatively 
simple, convenient, and easy way ? 

“ Let me now weigh the matter for you. The said Superintendent 
having the power to act, and having repeatedly acknowledged before me 
his responsibility; can have not the smallest loop-hole of escape therefrom. 
How can lie possibly have the power to require of all the foreigners to 
deliver up the opium, and yet not have the power to require that they 
write orders for the sanicjr It is his duty, then,' immediately to pay 
obedience to my reitcratecMnstructions, and speedily to require of all the. 
foreigners.severally, to write foreign orders for the number of chests of 
opium they have on board each vessel by name, and to present the same 
to Government through the said Superintendent, covered by a general 
order from himself, that these being conveyed to the store-ships they may 
in orderly succession make delivery. The earlier the day of the complete 
delivery, the earlier will be the day for the commercial intercourse to 
resume its ordinary course, not stopping merely at the giving permission 
to the passage boats to ruti. ’ ' 

'' u The said Superintendent miiV$ know that I, the Commissioner, give 
my commands and cautions hi full sincerity, and he must speedily pay 
implicit obedience. He-must nbt be turning inconstantly this* way and 
that, bringing thereby crirfiinality and cause of sorrow on himself. 

“Tie-foreign order is sent back herewith. .-s " 

“ l proceed to give injunctions, requiring the said Prefect immediately 
to directs he Hong merchants J;q give it in command to the said Superin-... 
tendent Elliot, that he; without fail, pay obedience.” . 

He (the Prefect) having:received this, proceeds forthwith to issue 
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cniomands. When these reach the said Superintendent, let him imme¬ 
diately pay obedience. Be there no opposition. A special command. 

Two papers, being- foreign orders, afe returned herewith. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 18th day. (1st April, 1839.) 

(L. S.) of the Kwang Chow Foo. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Mobmson, , , 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


lnclosul e 28 in No. 1-4G. 


Memorandum transmitted by Captain Elliot to the Prefect of Canton, 
to be laid before the Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton, April 1, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c., &c., desires to send Air. Johnston to deliver up the 
opium, for no other object than that of clear and orderly arrangement; it 
being requisite that a person should be sent on board the vessels, to take 
note of each delivery, and so prevent error or confusion. 

For Elliot having in the present case to deliver up all the opium, is by 
no means in a similar position to that of individual merchants in ordinary 
times selling small amounts. And these merchants having now given 
into his hands all the opium to be held by him, on account of his nation, 
though the merchants should send orders on board the vessels, they would 
be utterly useless. It is on these accounts absolutely requisite that a 
person should proceed to each vessel; for so alone can all the opium be 
delivered. , 

And Elliot is willing to give the fullest assurance, that whenever 
Mr. Johnston shall be enabled to proceed in a chop-boat to Macao, and 
the cutter Louisa to proceed outside with instructions to the store- 
ships, Mr. Johnston shall at once bring the vessels to the anchorage of 
Lankoet. The business being a troublesome one, which cannot be managed 
in a moment, he would then solicit his Excellency the Commisssioner to be 
pleased to direct a certain amount to be at once surrendered to Govern¬ 
ment. as an evidence of his sincerity ; and then to command that alfairs in 
the factories at Canton be restored to their ordinary condition; when 
Mr. Johnston shall continue to deliver from time to time all the opium, to 
the full amount of 20,283 chests. 

These are the words of truth and sincerity, and shall not be departed 
from. < 

If it be said that Elliot or Johnston woo’d procrastinate and trifle 
with this matter, seeking to avoid delivering tiie full amount, it is replied 
that such conduct would be in the last degree derogatory to the dignity of 
their Sovereign. And should those officers break faith in the smallest 
particle, they may be punished with death, and their Sovereign, severely 
indignant at their offence, would not regard their punishment. 

. ■ (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 
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Tnclosnrc 29 in No. 146. 


The Imperial Commissioner to Captain FlHiol, prescribing terms for 
■ . the delivery of the 20,283 Chests of Opium. 

% 

LIN, the High Imperial Commissioner of the Celestial Court, gives 
commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

• Upon the 1st of April, the said Superintendent gave the following 
voluntary pledge. • 

[An hJ.rt.rocl of the. Memorandum of April I ( Inclosure 2S) is here 
inserted .] 

I, the Higlj Commissioner, having looked ov< r the terms of this pledge, 
find that they are such as emanate from perfect sincerity. T will then, in 
concert with the Governor of the two lvwang, depute civil and military 
officers, who, taking under their command Hong merchants and linguists, 
shall agree and fix upon a time, when they will take Johnston with them 
on hoard a chop-boat, and proceed outside the port, that lie may direct the 
store-ships to repair to the anchorage of Lankeet. and deliver up the 
opium. There, in sections of two vessels at a time, they shall submit it to 
examination and surrender it/ 

In addition to this, having reference to the request that an amount 
should he named for prior delivery, as an evidence of sincerity, f have 
considered that the English opium on this occasion to be delivered up, 
amounting to 20.283 chests, cannot, indeed he completely surrendered in 
one or two days, and 1 have therefore determined on the following terms: 
that when one-fourth part shall have been delivered, the compradores and 
servants shall immediately be restored : when one-half shall have been 
delivered, consideration being had thereto, the passage-boats shall be 
allowed to apply for passes..and upon examination to run to and fro; 
when three-fourths shall have been delivered, the removal of the embargo 
and freedom of trade shall be at once granted ; and when the whole shall 
have been surrendered, every tiling shall return to its ordinary condition, 
and a request shall be laid before the throue that encouragement and 
reward may be conferred. 

Should the said Superintendent, &.<•., be unable rightly to give com¬ 
mands to the store-ships, and should error and breach of faith so result, it. 
is requisite, in view of such a case, to prescribe terms of warning. If there 
be any erroneous delay for three days, the supply of fresh water shall be 
cut off; if for three days more there be like delay, the supplies of food shall 
be cut off; and if such delay continue still three days longer, the laws 
shall forthwith be maintained and enforced. There can be no indulgence 
shown. • jr 

For this purpose, 1 address my commands in a direct form, requiring 
implicit obedience. Pppose not special commands. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 19th flay. (2nd April, 1839.) 

(L. S.) of the Imperial Commissioner. 

True Translation. * . 

(Signed) J. Robt. Morrison, | l '.' "** 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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. Inclosuare*30 ia*Np. lift. 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton, Aptil 3, f 1839. 

ELLTOT, has had the honour to receive your Excellency’s 

commands, and is willing to conform to these directions, as soon as It is 
clearly explained that Johnston shall proceed in .the first place to JYIncao, 
with the ollieers and the llong merchants ; that his own boat shall leave 
Whampoa at the same time; and that Johnston should then he allowed to 
go Free on hoard Elliot’s boat, dnd assemble the ships two by two at 
Lankeet for the delivery of the opium. 

In this manner alone, the full and rapid performance of your Excel¬ 
lency’s commands is easy of fulfilment. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 147. 

Captain Elliol to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 20, iS39.) 


(Extract.) Canton, April 3. 1839. 

IN my position, and with my thoughts intensely fixed upon the diffi¬ 
culties that have befallen this great trade, l may spare your Lordship the 
language of excuse for the following matter. 

It is my first duty to express a plain conviction, that no efforts of ITer 
Majesty’s Government, either of negotiation purely, or of negotiation 
supported by arms, could recover, for trade to be carried on at. Canton, 
such a degree of confidence as would restore its late important extent. 
All sense of security has been broken to pieces. 

In fact, my Lord, the first truth dcduoihle from the actual proceedings 
of this Government, is strikingly momentous; namely, that a separation 
from the ships of our country, on the .main land of China, is wholly 
unsafe. 

The movement of a few hours has placed the lives, liberty, and property 
of the foreign community in China, with ah the vast interests, commercial 
and financial, contingent upon our security, at the mercy of this Govern¬ 
ment. And if this fearful intelligence reaches England and India before 
the news of our liberation, and before that oK. the reassuring measures 
which 1 felt myself called upon to take, I am gre.ltly afraid that the shock 
will be incalculably heavy, and most widely felt. Indeed, before 1 leave 
this part of the subject, I would presume to express the anxious hope, 
that Her Majesty’s (government will see fit, as soon as these' despatches 
come to hand, to"make such a declaration concerning its general 'intentions, 
as will have the effect of upholding confidence. 

I am writing this despatch, my Lord, in a moment of anxiety, and I 
close it abruptly, to save the opportunity of Mr. Johnston, who is leaving 
ns in our confinement, as your Lordship will observe by the narrative 
despatch, in a sodden manner. 

This is our first intercourse, of a sure kind, with our countrymen anid 
families outside for twelve days. ‘ .... 
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No. 148. 

bapluin Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 21, ISb'J.) 

My Lord, Canton, April (j, 1839. 

1 RESUME my anxious task, taking up the narrative from the 
data of M/. Johnston’s departure to Macao on the 3rd instant. 

The blockade has not relaxed,—indeed, judging from the increased ' 
rareness with which vve receive information from below, the reverse is 
the case. . 

. We are without further intelligence than 1 recorded in my last, 
despatch. In other respects our situation is the same. 

Yesterday forenoon, llowqua and.Mowqua visited me, and brought, 
me the draft of a bond, which they said had just been placed in then- 
hands by an officer deputed by the High Commissioner. I returned it to 
them; but in the course of the afternoon, they left a copy of the same 
paper with the General Chamber of Commerce. 

Last evening. I received the accompanying official paper on the same 
subject, to which l made no reply ; and this afternoon a direct address 
from the High Commissioner himself, enjoining the execution of this 
monstrous instrument.. To-morrow being Sunday, no reply need be 
made; but on the next day I shall return the answer now transmitted, and 
if we are ever free, the more‘practical and lit reply will be the withdrawal 
of all the Queen's subjects from the grasp of this Government., It has 
seemed to me, however, that the direct avowal of such a purpose at 
present would have, the effect of increasing the great risks and discomfort 
of our situation. Trade with China at any point remote from the station 
of our ships, as I have already observed to your Lordship, is no longer a 
possible state of eiveumslanees. 

On reconsidering the public correspondence already transmitted. 1 
find that the High Commissioner boldly fastens our actual condition of 
imprisonment on my intention to make my escape, taking with me 
Mr. Dent. 

The facts shall answer his Excellency. On the 19th ultimo all 
intercourse between Canton, Whampoa, and the outside anchorages was 
authoritatively stopped by the commands of this Government, and not 
a single ship’s boat has succeeded in getting from Canton to Whampoa 
since the 2lst ultimo, or (excepting my own on the 21th at the risk of my 
life) from Whampoa to Canton up to this date, Oth April. I did not leave 
Macao till the 23rd March. On the 2ll.li I -passed through the Hogue, 
and there l fell in with the British ship the Heroine, detained (not¬ 
withstanding the perfect formality of her pass) upon the express ground 
that “householders” might attempt to escape on hoard of her. 

So much for the implication that all was open till I came in. with the 
intention to run out. Your Lordship will know that f came here to do my 
duty, which was to place myself, if possible, bet ween the fearful proceed¬ 
ings of his Excellency and Her Majesty’s subjects, and, if 1 could not ward 
them off, at least to*share them. * 

This rash man is hastening on in a career of violence, which will 
react upon this empire in a terrible manner. 

i am sensible, my Lord, that the whole body of reasoning governing 
niy proceedings throughout the momentous affairs east upivn me, will 
demand a separate and detailed exposition. But. situated as I am. uncer¬ 
tain of the means of communication, or opportunities of leisure which may¬ 
be afforded to me, I, feel assured ybur Lordship will pardon me for noting 
any reflections that may occur to me in this detached and occasional way. 

Before the arrival of the High Commissioner, I had steadily considered 
the expediency of formally requiring all the British ships engaged in the 
opium trade to sail away from the coasts of China. Rut the objections to 
that measure were very strong, and the result has proved that 1 took a 
sound view in refraining from it. 

In the first place, itwas remembered that the late frequent changes of 
policy of the Government in relation to this trade, left it a matter of perfect 

3 it * 
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doubt to the very day before the Commissioner’s first edicts appeared, whe¬ 
ther the avowed purposes v\cre to be depended upon or not, or. whether the 
Object was, merdy the extensive check of* the trade by subjecting* it to 
heightened temporary inconvenience, and exacting* some considerable fees 
for the price of its future relaxation. 

Although I had certainly come to the conclusion, for some months 
since, that the determination of the Court to put down the trade was 
firmly adopted, 1 had neither then nor now formed such a judgment of its 
power effectually to accomplish that object. And it behoved inrt to pause 
•most gravely before 1 committed Her Majesty’s Government to any direct 
concernment with this delicate subject, and immense mass of property, 
upon my personal opinions: or, without the strongest public necessity, 
immediately affecting the safety of the lives and general interests of Her 
Majesty’s subjects. 

ft should be added, too. that my own opinions were contradicted, in 
a strong practical form, by the persons most deeply interested; for the 
increasing imports proved that (here was no real and general apprehension 
of the measures which have been taken. 

But an additional and pressing* motive for caution in this respect arose 
from mv conviction, that, be the traffic carried on how it might, the time 
had arrived when the merchants engaged in the trade at Canton must 
resolve to forego their connexion with it. And I was of opinion that the 
continuance of the shipping on the spot might, enable them all frankly to 
meet any reasonable advances on the part of the High Commissioner, with 
plain and respectful statements, setting* forth their readiness to abandon 
the further pursuit of the trade entirely: but soliciting time and reason¬ 
able opportunities, upon the ground of the long* course of connivance it 
had enjoyed; and upon the great impulse it had so lately received by the 
public preparations of the Imperial (Government to legalize it. 

Up to a very late date, my Lord, no portion of the trade to China has 
so regularly paid its fees to the officers of this and the neighbouring pro¬ 
vinces, high and low, as that of opium ; and, under ull the circumstances 
of the case. I am warranted in describing* the late measures to be those of 
public robbery, and of wanton violence on the Queen’s officers and subjects, 
and all the foreign community in China. 

In my despatch or March 30 last, I have already acknowledged to your 
Lordship that, looking* to pressure of extreme urgency, 1 had made up my 
mind to incur very heavy personal responsibilities for the sake of peace 
and the general trade, concerning these ships. Once more referring your 
Lordship to my note to the Governor, dated at Macao, on the 23rd March, 
and a copy of which reached the Kcun-Min-Koo, on the same day, by the 
"avowal of the chief pilot whose duty it was to deliver it, l would ask, upon 
what admissible principle the Government could make a prisoner of me? 
It was my fixed purpose, my Lord, when l left Macao, to aTord every rea¬ 
sonable satisfaction concerning the immediate withdrawal of this property, 
unquestionably drawn here bv a long course ofvencouragement on the part 
of this Government; and either to cause the merchants of my country, 
engaged in trade at Canton, to make solemn promises that they would 
abstain from connexion with the opium traffic in future, or myself, on the 
part of Her Majesty’s Government, to undertake that no reclamation 
should be made if they were forthwith expelled. 

1 must confess, that I had contemplated these gravest responsibilities 
with intense uneasiness ; but for the sake of the considerations I have 
noticed, and* mindful of the character of the trade, I should not have 
shrunk from them, if I could have drawn from this Government reason¬ 
able securities for the future, and modjAate explanations concerning the 
past. t 

But, my Lord, when I arrived at Whampoa, on the 24th ultimo, and 
learnt that this intemperate man had absolutely begun to work out the 
dark threats involved in his edicts, against the merchants of my 
country; 1 saw tlfht there was no hope of accommodation by such .means 
as I had considered. His purposes were plain ; and-it was my clefcir duty 
to let them reach me, and not the merchants acting* principally for. absent 
men, and therefore wholly incapable of tailing consentaneous courses, or 
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any other than those which would lead to separate and Ruinous surrenders 

• of all this immense mass of property. , 

• The surrender of the jfroperty at the first public summons yvas 

founded upon the clear perception, that the demand without alternative of 
any kind, under the circumstances of strictest and most unprovoked 
restraint, faithfully described in my public notice, (Inclosing No 20 in 
my despatch of March 30) was an act of forcible spoliation of the very 
vvoj-st description justly leaving- to Her Majesty the right, of full indemnity 
and futtfre security. ' % 

The situation of this peculiar property has been entirely altered by 
the High Commissioner’s proceedings ; and his continuance of the state of 
restraint, insult, and dark intimidation, subsequently to the surrender, has 
certainly classed the whole case amongst the most shameless violences 
which one nation has ever yet dared to perpetrate against another. 

It is not by measures of this kind that the Chinese (Government can 
hope to put down,a trade, which every friend to humanity must deplore ; 
great moraf changes can never be effected by the violation of all the prin¬ 
ciples of justice and moderation. The wise course would have been to 
make the trade shameful, ami wear it out by degrees in its present form. 
The course taken will change the manner of its pursuit at once, cast it 
into desperate hands, and with this long line of unprotected coast, 
abounding in safe anchorages, and covered with defenceless cities, I 
foresee a state of things terrible to reflect upon. 

Perhaps, indeed, the cljief mischief of the actual proceedings, is the 
evil feeling of revenge they will unquestionably produce in the minds of 
the class of men, otherwise disposed to engage in the traffic for the mete ’ 
love of gain ; they will seem to justify, in the consciences of such persons, 
every species of retaliation. Indeed, I feel assured, that the single mode 
of saving the coasts of the empire from a shocking character of warfare, 
both foreign and domestic, will be (he very prompt and powerful inter¬ 
ference of Her Maj‘sty’s Government for the just, vindication of all 
wrongs, and the elfoetual prevention of crime and wretchedness by 
permanent settlement. 

Comprehensively considered, this measure has become of high 
obligation towards the Chinese Government, as well as to the public 
interests and character of the British nation. There can be neither safety 
nor .honour for either Govefnment till Her Majesty’s flag flies on these 
coasts in a secure position. 

Canton, April 11, 1839. 

The interval between the date of my last notice and the present, has 
been mainly occupied by the High Commissioner’s pertinacious adherence 
to the demand for the execution of the bond, (Inclosure No. 1.) The 
inclosures Nos. 5 and 6, form the continued correspondence on that 
subject. 

. The American apd Dutch Consuls have been similarly assailed, and 
have replied substantially in the same sense. 

Prisoners in his Excellency’s hand, 1 have not considered it expedient 
for the present to explain, that, whilst Her Majesty’s Government will 
offer no objection to the principle, that the Emperor has the just right to 
make what laws seem good to him for the government of ail persons in 
his dominions, there will remain, first, the right, of remonstrance and its 
consequences to Her Majesty ; secondly, the free election of departure to 
Her Majesty's subjects; and, thirdly, an inherent impossibility to the 
admissible execution oT any legislation involving capital, and probably 
any other* punishment or liability, save expulsion, in respect of Her 
Majesty’s subjects who may remain in China, till the laws, in the language 
of His late Majesty 's instructions, shall be administered tow ards (hem “ in 
the same manner in which the same are. or shall be, administered towards 
th i subjects of China.” 

Denied all right of free intercourse, or appeal to the higher tribunals 
of thS empire, the state of circumstances contemplated in the instructions 
does not exist.' ! • » • 

Being on this subject, ! should not omit to mention to youty Lordship * 

3 , 
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that most of the foreign merchants in Canton had already signed fin'd rii ^ 
transmitted to t*he High Commissioner, a voluntary pledge, couched in’ •'« 
very extensive terms, to the effect, tha(> they would have no further *; 
connexion with the opium traffic.-'• His ■ Excellency, however, ; was not 
satisfied, and hence the bond. : o-- 

I trust that 1 shall buyable to avert any recurrence to intirriiddtory 
proceedings against the merchants, concerning this inonsfrous instrument, ‘ 
preseuk’d at a moment and under circumstances which intensely nggra- • 
vate the responsibility that the High Commissioner is easting upon his ' 
country and himself. His Excellency, however, left Canton for the Bocca ' 
Tigris yesterday evening, to be present at the delivery of the opium; and '• 
I know not what effect hiy last address produced upon him. 

But adverting to the demand 1 have made for time, (which I have 
made principally to turn aside a return of proceedings against tile mer¬ 
chants.) 1 need hardly acquaint your Lordship that my first measure after ! 
we are set at liberty, will be to declare Her Majesty's Government irre¬ 
sponsible for the safety of British shipping or property which may enter 
this port subsequently to the date of my notice; And with the liberty and 
lives of Her Majesty’s subjects in constant danger, pending their continued 
stay within the grasp of this Government., I shall further enjoin them all, 
in urgent terms, to quit the place with Her Majesty’s establishment. My 
own departure will be regulated by the fulfilment of my public engage¬ 
ments to this Government. 

We hear of the arrival of the ships at.Lankcct, but. the blockade 
continues very strict, and J am without letters from Mr. Johnston, since 
his departure on the 3rd instant. Your Lordship will judge of our sepa¬ 
ration from all intercourse with the ships and people of our countries, 
when l mention that 1 have not succeeded in getting one line from any 
person outside, since my imprisonment here on the 24th ultimo. It is 
to the great honour of a community principally composed of merchants 
unaccustomed to confinement and anxiety of this distressing nature, that 
their confidence in the protection of Her Majesty’s Government is their 
sufficient support. 

Canton, April 13, 1831). 

f permit myself to refer your Lordship to the memorials laid before 
the Emperor relating to the opium .question, which were transmitted, in 
a printed form, in my despatch of February 12. 1837. Their attentive con¬ 
sideration will be needful fqr the t reatment of the grave public: difficulties 
forming the subject of these’despatches. 

The memorial of the. Governor and Lieutenant-Governor of these 
provinces (No. 4 or the scries.) in support of the legalization policy, was 
formally transmitted to the foreigners through the official organs of the 
Government, together with their own ; remarkable report, (No. 3 of the 
series). The natural elicit .was an immediate pml prodigious impulse to . 
the trade; and dismissing all, claim for moderation,” arising from the con¬ 
siderations of the laxncss of the Court (to use careful.terms),-and the long ;• 
connivance of the officers, the fact now noticed should of itself.have secured r 
to this property, upon, every ground of jit slice, and sound policy, totally . 
different, treatment than has, now .been hazarded. The utmost conceivable ,/■ 
encouragement, direct and indirect, upon the one hand, and sudden violent 
spoliation on the other, arc the characteristics of the Chinese measures 
concerning the opium subject. 

The institution of intimidatory proceedings against the merchants, 
the continued forcible detention of "all.our }>ersoits, the menaced privation ’ 
of fresh water, of food, and of the life oT Her Majesty's officer, form the 
heavy account of Responsibilities which this Government has now in-!^‘ 
cufred. ' • • ' ■’•"i 

1 am not ignorant, my Lord, that the sacred ness of British life, liberty, ' 
and: property, from sudden and most unjustifiable aggression, is an active 
principle of that spirit of Government which has placed ,us. where wg,stand 
.^amongst the nations. And whatever portion of tije-mttormost fraction of .. 

" expense .Her Majesty in ber magnanimity ihay ,be.'pieascfr to restore, ithc?! 1 
' requirement of the whole certainly seems tong of highest’ obligation.' 



Sucfta Course is, necessary, not for the sake of the. value surrendered. - or 
to be recovered by force, but for the effectual,prevention of the like-,dark, 
proceedings., . . ,, 

There is reason to believe, that .the author of the rational policy., . 
advocated in these papers, was the great minister, Yuen Yuen, for¬ 
merly ^Governor : of those .provinces, a man of singular moderation and 
wisdom, and probably more versed in affairs of foreign trade and inter¬ 
course, titan any statesman in . the empire. lleu-Nae-tse, who was an 
officer*in 4his province, during- his administration, is supposed to have 
acted , under his guidance, and Yuen Yuen's concurrent felireincnt, or 
nearly so, front the inner council, by the Emperor’s permission, with the 
late degradation of Hcu-Nac-tsc, is a circumstance which favors tlte.se views. > . 

•The adverse character of reasoning in these reports is less remarkable 
in my judgment, on account of the special hbstility to the legalization of,., 
opium, than because of the. general reactive and restrictive, spirit concerning . 
the vvhole subject of foreign intercourse. 

This seherue of policy would necessarily acquire prodigious credit and . 
force, if.the present proceedings were ljghtly treated. 

But from, all 1 have been, able to, observe of the character of this 
Court, it Seems to be'a just .inference that immediate, and vigorous 
measures on the part of Her Majesty’s Government will as suddenly and , 
completely restore the wise and liberal party to the ascendant in the 
Kmperor’s Councils, as it was lately east. out. 

At all events, the time has, arrived when Her Majesty's Government, 
must consent to the rapid growth of relaxation, or restriction, concerning , 
foreign intercourse; the more sinister of which policy has prevailed for the , < 
moment, and is actually in harshest operation... Tn ray own humble, 
opinion, the Chinese Govnrnment is utterly without the spring of power to 
jerk back (if 1 may so have it) to flic accomplishment of the present 
reactive purposes ; in my mind, they can lead only to a safe setting aside . 
by Her Majesty’s prompt, powerful, and measured intervention, or to dis¬ 
creditable, but not less certain, overthrow, by the movements of lawless 
men on the coasts. 

Thus profoundly impressed, (and my practical opportunities of judging 
are so favourable, as to go far to compensate mv inability to search such 
subjects with the needful spirit,) I cannot but express the anxious hope 
that Her Majesty’s Government will find it easier, more just to itself, and 
more considerate to this empire, to adjust the effects of (he rash but 
impotent proceedings which emanate from the actual Councils of the. - 
Emperor, than to remedy, at. soirte little later period, evils of a different 
and far more difficult nature. 1 

It has sometimes occurred to mo, that the uneasy temper of the 
Nepuulcse and Burmese Courts, particularly on the subject of the 
residence of political agents, »s not'entirely unconnected with Chinese 
suggestion; neither can I dismiss from my mind the surmise, that the 
increasing- indisposition of the Chinese? to the foreign trade by the sea 
shores; inky find some explanation in the existence of an establishment at 
Peking, which 1 need hot advert to particularly; but whence the notion, 
that safer and more extensive Commerce and intercourse might be carried 
on by the land frontier would arise more naturally, than any suggestions 
favorable to the British-•'Government, or to the protection of British trade. 

- 1 • ' . Canton, April 17, 1830. 

The correspondence yInclosuro.s Nos. 8 and 5f) vvill inform your 
Lordship that.our close, captivity, § till continues: the servants, however, 
are coining back gradually.; and ,1 collect from a letter of Mr. Johnston's, 
dated on the 15th instant,,that about one-half of the opium surrendered 
will be delivered to the officers of the Chinese Government lo-morrow 
evening. ; . _ } r i ,... 

• Canton, April 22,1829. 

, Out*confinement, still cpntiriiies, and the ihclosurcs Nos. 10, 11, and ’ 
12,'will place your 'Lordship in possession of' the pretexts which thp High 
Commissioned has fdrwafdih justification of this protracted outrage. 
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The interruption of my communications with Mr. Johnston, at the 
Boeea Tigris, prevents.me from knowing whether the one half of the 
opium l>e actually surrendered. But 1 have no doubt that must be the 
case, and indeed his Excellency's last communication contains an avowal 
that he does not mean to keep his pledge in respect to the opening of the 
intercourse. 

No circumstance shall disturb my determination to let him fill the 
measure of his responsibility. For I well know that remonstrance from a 
man in my present situation to a high Chinese officer, determined 0 to be 
false and perfidious, can serve no other purpose than to furnish him with 
adroit turns in plausible palliation of his own conduct. 

Appeals to reason or justice are out of the question ; complaint would 
be unbecoming; anti he would only wring the language of warning or 
indignation to his own advantage. 

The necessary reply to all this violation of truth and right is a blow, 
and that it consists neither with my power nor authority to inflict. But 
when I am in a convenient situation for placing the real' bearings of 
circumstances under view, your Lordship may be assured the task shall <be 
performed calmly and plainly. 

Yesterday the Hong merchants brought me a direct address under 
the sea’s of the High Commissioner, the Governor, and Lieut.-Governor, 
reiterating the demand for the bond. I tore it up at once, and desired 
them to tell their officers that they might take my life as soon as they saw 
fit; but that it was a vain thing to trouble themselves or me any further 
upon the subject of the bond. There had been men. 1 reminded them, 
with naked swords before our doors, day and night, for more than four 
weeks, and as it was to be presumed they had orders to kill us if we. 
attempted to escape (though there had been no previous formality of a bond 
of consent) there could be no need for our bonds of consent to the killing 
of other people at sonic future period. It was competent for the Emperor 
of China to make what laws he saw good, incurring the risks of their 
execution, risks which it was not to be denied were very considerable, and 
about which they should hear more, when 1 could find a suitable occasion 
to treat so grave a subject. 

Turning now to other things. 1 would beg to turn your Lordships 
particular attention to the expressions significant of some purpose of 
indemnity or remuneration, which are to be found throughout the Com¬ 
missioner’s papers; and upon this point it is most material to observe that 
the first pretensions concerning the burning of the opium have entirely 
disappeared from the later documents. 

Indeed, my Lord, I have ascertained beyond all doubt, that the sur¬ 
render of this mass of property (under the declaration that it was taken 
away, from Her Majesty’s subjects in the name of Her Majesty.) has over¬ 
turned the original schemes (of whatever* nature they were) and that the 
High Commissioner has applied to the Court, for orders concerning its 
disfiosal. fn the mean time, he remains at tile Boeea Tigris, superintend-, 
ing an elaborate examination, careful repackage, and classification of the 
opium into three sorts; carefulness which does not accord reasonably with 
destructive intentions. In my judgment, the main body of this opium, in : 
fact all that is saleable, will be turned to the most advantageous account; 
and I confess 1 have a suspicion that the present spoliatory measures 
will end in the legalization of the trade, upon the footing of a Government 
monopoly, with probably some provision for the cessation of imports for 
one year, and perhaps a limited and annually decreasing amount, after the 
expiration of that period. This train of events Is agreeable to the sugges¬ 
tions of the most enlightened Chinese stdtcsmen; ami the actual possession 
of at. least one year’s consumption, will enable the Government to commence 
its operation on the favorable footing of making the native consumers pay 
such prices as will place the Government in a situation to reimburse the 
foreign claimant fully for his opium, and leave a handsome surplus to go 
to the Imperial Treasury. 

The actual price of opium in this city is certainly nothing uiftler 1200 
dollarsya chest: I earn t at late deliveries have been rOade outside at 
about.1^0 dollars a chest, Your Lordship will judge how easily the Chinese 



Government may form a sufficient fund to defray the charge of indemnity. 

However, without prolonging- this course of speculation, I may say, 
that.there is no doubt at all of the intention to‘pay something by some 
means. 

Let Her Majesty’s Government then think fit to respond to these 
tidings with an immediate and strong declaration that it will exact com¬ 
plete indemnity for all manner of loss; and l am well assured that such a 
communication alone will so hasten the purposes of the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment, And. so extend the measure of remuneration (certainly already 
intended,) that there will be nothing to seek for under that head by the 
time that force can reach those coasts. The demand of all others which 
the Chinese would least wish to meet at such a moment is one involving- 
money payment. 

I will not dismiss these remarks without taking the liberty to submit, 
in a brief form, the general impressions which are more and more forcibly 
fixing themselves upon me, as l attentively consider the whole subject of 
these despatches. 

In the first place, it appears to me that the immense extension of our 
peaceful trade and intercourse with this empire is as certain as any event 
dependent upon human agency can b* said to be. 

Secondly.—That, this object can alone be attained by immediate 
vigorous measures, founded upon the most moderate ulterior purposes. 

Thirdly.—That as a more just, necessary, or favourable conjuncture 
.for action never presented itself, so, upon the other hand, it cannot be. cast 
away, except at the certain and immediate sacrifice of honourable trade 
and intercourse with the empire : and the production of such u condition 
of frightful evil as Her Majesty’s Government, will not beat; to consider. 
And, lastly, that every ipan’s just indemnity may be surely recovered 
from this Government. 


Canton, May 4, 183!). 

The monotony of our confinement till this date, has been interrupted 
by nothing except harassing rumours concerning Macao, forming the 
subject of other despatches. 

Hut to-day an official paper has reached me (Inelosure No. 13) which 
your Lordship will observe opens out the way to all but sixteen persons. 

I need not say that L shall 'not quit Canton till my public obligations 
are fulfilled, and never, except in the company of those of my countrymen 
whose names are mentioned in this paper. 

I have just issued the accompanying circular (Inclosure No. 14) and 
at a future moment , when the present proposed purposes of relaxation are 
in train, and the Chinese less liable to excitement, which might have the 
effect of abruptly closing the door again. I shall promulgate the inclosed 
notice (Inelosure No. 15). ' 

My last information from Mr. Johnston, dated on the 2nd instant, 
reports the deliveries to,be 15,501 chests; and 1 hope the whole will be 
completed in about ten days. 

The present event furnishes a suitable occasion for closing this part 
of my report. * . 1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 148. 

Proposed BonU*rcgarding Opium. 

A PREPARED voluntary bond. The English Superintendent Elliot, 
and the Deputy Superintendent Johnston, at the head of the English 
merchants M. N., the country merchants O. P., the Moorish merchants 

Q B., the —- merchants S. T. f and the - merchants U„ V., 

hereby fiflly and earnestly bind themselves for ever to cease from opium. 

They thus bind themsekes: That, whereas the merchants of the 
English nation and its* dependencies, during- their long continued cpmmer- 



£,£*392 

dal inter,course with the^proyinc^pf Kyi'^pgtujig, hay%h@«sa thoroughly 
'imbticfl Withhhe devVy'influences ..Of the favour pfthe Celestial Court* <nnd 
have rejoiced, in the acquisition of, unbounded gains; but.-oblate years, a 
gain-seeking set of men have clandestinely brought the:filthy opium, have 
stored it up on board warehousing-ships iu the seas of Kwangtung, and 
have there sold it, to the infringement of the laws of the Celestial Court. 
And whereas the Groat Emperor has now been .pleased to give his special 
Commission to one of his high otliccrs to repair to Canton and inquire into 
and act regarding this matter: they have now begun ito have knowledge of 
the extreme severity of the, prohibitory enactments, and have been filled 
with unutterable dread ami terror; they have respectfully taken all the 
opium laid up on board the store-ships, and have delivered up the whole 
to Government; they entreat and implore that a memorial may be laid 
before the throne, requesting* the Great Emperor to show clemency beyond 
the bounds of law, and remit their past offences: the store-ships that have 
discharged all, they will .direct to sail back { to their respective countries ; 
and Elliot, &ic., will plainly address the'Sovereign "of his nation, that she 
may strictly proclaim to all the merchants, that they are to pay implicit 
obedience to the prohibitory laws of the Celestial Court.: that they must 
not again introduce any opium intp this inner bind ; that they cannot be 
allowed any longer to manufacture opium. , .. . .• •• 

From the commencement of autumn in. this present year, any merchant 
vessel coming to Kwangtung, that may be found to bring opium, shall be 
immediately and entirely confiscated, both .vessel and cargo, to the . use of 
Government; no trade shall lie allowed to it ; and the parties shall be left 
to suffer death at the hands of the Celestial Court; such punishment they 
wilt readily submit to. ; 

As regards such vessels as may arrive, here in the. two quarters of 
spring and summer! now current, the) will have left their countries while 
yet ignorant of the existing investigations anil severe enforcement of pro¬ 
hibitions; such of them as, in this state of ignorauce. bring any opium, 
shall surrender it as theyariive, not daring in the smallest degree to 
conceal or secrete it. . 

They unite together in this plain.declaration, that this their full ami 
earnest bond is true. 

(First proposed April 4th,.1839.) 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Roinv Moiuuson, 

Chinese, Secretary and Interpreter. 


Jnclosure 2 in No. 148. 

The Prefect nf Canton to Captain ftttiot . ! 

CHOO, by. special appointment. Prefect of .Kwang Chow Fob, givesigt 
commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

He has now received from his Excellency Lin, the High Imperial 
Commissioner and Governor of Hookwcmg, the .witlnirolficial Injunction'. 

■“'fhe English Superintendent, Elliot, has presented the following 
address: • ! •" 

[The address of Apri. fi, ( Tnclosvre 30 in despatch! 6f MUtch’'A0) 

, .. is 'Mere inserted-] 5 

“ Upon this duly coming before me, the High Ooinniiasi&h'tirrT retply; 
“I, the other, day, deputed civi] and nvilitary ttfficers 1 to take 
Johnston with them to IVlacao; and 1 also let the cutter' gb away. * I'hjn 
now waiting till till the store-ships reach Lanknet, for the r dehvery r qP^e 
chests of* opium, when J, the - High Comniissiormr, + ‘haVe4 - esolved^o 
proceed in.person to examine and receive the same; 1 S •'* 1 ^ 

. . “ Let tiie said ^Superintendent make hastetotequire 1 ull the foreigners 

in the factories to give full and earnest bonds,vr-thti#"MlhteytnVp}; h^r 
♦presume to bring Opium; and to present the: same, so^a4 to'^ittble a ; thquigst 
.to bj^qtid. before the throne, asking rewards for erttxjflbft^fnehl^- Be^Steife 
notfhq least dilatorincss. 
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s ,:f‘ «m. J; fce^hjjttfr, istftfc' 'ittjuV^tions, riifjjitiriftg ,'thp’'4aiti Prefect immedi¬ 
ately tri enjoin commands bn' the Hong merchants, that they may give it 
in (Command to the Superintendent Elliot, to pay.unfailing obedience." • 
‘■He ft he Prefect) having received the above, proceeds to give 
commands. When' these reach the said Superintendent Elliot, let him 
make haste to require all the foreigners to give full and earnest bonds 
that they will never'bring opium, and to present the same., Be there no 
dih^toriticss. Hasten? hasten ? A special order. 

Tatnlkwarig, 19th year; 2nd month, 22nd day. (5th April, 1339.) . 

1 (L. S.) of the Kwang Chow Foo. 

•''•True Translation. 

(Signed)'*' J.'Robt. Mojibison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. : 


Inclosure 3 in No. 148. 

• ' 

The Imperial Commissioner to Captain Elliot. 

LTN, High Imperial Commissioner of the Celestial Court, a Director 
of the Board of War. and Governor of Hooltwang, issues liis commands to 
the English Superintendent Elliot, for his full information. 

Seeing that I, the High Commissioner, had respectfully received the 
special commands of the Gr/rat Emperor to repair to Kwangtung, for the 
utter extirpation of the opium trade of the store-ships, 1 issued a series of 
urgent, earnest, and clear edicts. The said Superintendent, after he had 
received these, was open to a sense of grateful acknowledgment of the 
celestial favours, and of implicit obedience to the prohibitory enactments. 
He made a requisition of the foreign merchants, of all the nations under 
the English rule, that they should take the filthy opium on board their 
store-ships and surrender the whole amount; anil he then represented 
the circumstance, requesting that the opium might be examined and 
received. He herein fully manifested his dutiful obedience, and fear of the 
laws. His conduct was highly praiseworthy. 

But all the merchants, in their sordid search after gain, although on 
this occasion they have delivered up the opium to the Government, may, 
-—it is difficult to ensure they will not,—hereafter continue to bring it. 
So far as rests with the said Superintendent, it will be his bounden duty to 
represent it to the Sovereign of his nation, that the thing may be severely 
prohibited, and the planting and manufacture of opium disallowed. And 
all the merchants trading in the territory of the Celestial Court, if they 
wish to have a lasting trade, should first give severally full and earnest 
bonds, that they never will again deal in opium, presenting the same, and 
waiting till a report shall be laid before the throne, and the matter placed 
on record. And then may f the future clearly be declared. 

Before, upon the address of the said Superintendent, 1 plainly replied, 

g iving commands. And the form of bond I sent out by the hands of a 
eputed officer, to be transmitted, in order that obedience should be paid. 
How is it that till now bonds- have not yet been taken, ami in order 
. presented? 

I hereupon command urgent haste. When these commands reach the 
said Superintendent, let him, with all speed, turn to command the 
merchants at Canton of all the nations belonging to the English rule, that 
they are implicitly to keep the laws and ordinances of the Celestial Court, 
ana in conformity to the*form of bond sent out, arc to write separately, in 
, the Chinese and foreign languages, each his bond. All who are in the 
foreign factories must severally subscribe their names ahd signatures. It 
shall.not be allowed that one name be left out; and all are -to report, 
through the said Superintendent, presenting them for my careful inspection. 
Thus shall I have it in my power to request of the Great Emperor a liberal 
conferment of rewards. 

Because you, the said Superintendent, have been able to require of air 
"the delivery of their opium,-therefore I, the High Commissioner^ ldok on 
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you with high consideration. The taking of bonds now required is a 
thing easy in comparison tvith the delivery of the opium. If you allow 
then dilatoriness and trilling-, it will appear that you arc, after all, common¬ 
place, weak, anti powerless; nor will 1 any longer regard you with high 
consideration. He energetic ! Tremble hcrcat! A special edict. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 23rd day. (6th April, 1839.) 

(L.S.) of the Imperial Commissioner. 

True Translation. 

*■ (Signed) J. Hour. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 148. 

Captain Elliot to Ike Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton , April 8, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c., &c., has had the honour to receive your Excellency’s 
commands concerning the execution of certain bonds by the merchants of 
his country and himself, respecting the future entrance of opium into the 
empire. 

It has been a great satisfaction to Elliot to know, that tin; merchants 
of his own and other foreign nations at Canton, have sincerely pledged 
themselves to your Excellency to discontinue a trade which the Emperor 
has strictly forbidden. And assuredly they will faithfully fulfil their obli¬ 
gations. For honour, though with poverty, is of far more value than 
shameful life and disgraceful profit: and their characters arc gone for 
ever, if they violate their solemn pledges to this Government. 

In the matter of the bonds, however. Elliot can conscientiously declare, 
that it is not in his power, according to the lavys of his country, to meet 
the pleasure of your Excellency. 

The opium is a thing in actual possession ; and, therefore, it has not 
been impossible to Elliot, assuming very heavy responsibilities, to require 
it in the name of his Sovereign, and render it up to your Excellency on 
behalf of his Government. 

Hut the bonds have relation to the future ; and would involve terrible 
responsibilities in any possible case of disobedience to the prohibitions. 
They would involve, too, not alone parties themselves but others also. 
Such bonds, then, it is impossible even for his honoured Sovereign to 
require: and how much more must it be ouj-, of the power of Elliot himself 
to require them! 

Nay, were he so far to forget his duty as (o require them of the people 
of his country, they themselves too well know the laws of their country to 
venture on giving bonds that would render them highly criminal. 

All the papers that your Excellency sends to Elliot will, of course, be' 
laid before his gracious Sovereign. Thus will your Excellency’s words be 
fully known. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 5 in*No. 148. 

a The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CIIOO,Jjriy»pecial appointment, Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo, issues 
■ commands ■wjjpn'e English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 
XL. Ile has h<My received from his Excellency Lin, High Imperial Conu 
not^$0% au^pfovernor of Hookwang, the within official injunction. ; 
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*'0n the 8th instant, the English Superintendent, Elliot, addressed me 
making a representation in reply, and declaring that, the bonds have 
relation to the future, and involve terrible responsibilities in any possible 
case of disobedience to prohibitions. 

“Upon this duly coming before me, the High Commissioner. I reply:— 

“ After my arrival in Canton, I immediately proclaimed *to all the 
foreigners, that as their past dealings in opium might have been in 
ignqjrance of the severe prohibitions of the Celestial Court., these, their past 
faults, sfhfluld now be indulgently remitted, and they should merely be 
required to take the opium actually on board their store-ships, and sur¬ 
render the whole amount to Government; and to give full and voluntary 
bonds, declaring plainly, that the vessels that, shall henceforth come will 
never venture to bring opium ; or if any dp so, that the merchandize shall 
be confiscated, and the parties executed. 

“Inconsequence of this, the foreigners of all nations addressed me. 
Although they expressed their readiness to pay obedience, their bonds 
were not, however, presented. At that time, being engaged in requiring 
the delivery of the opium, I had not opportunity at once to urge the 
execution of the bonds; and thought that, as the said foreigners ordinarily 
pay regard to the word “good fait h.'* they would, since they were willing to 
deliver up the opium, execute the bonds also, without, any need of urging. 
Who would have expected, on the part of the said Superintendent, a 
continued procrastination and delay; or that he would now have pre¬ 
sented an address, making jwctexls to evade and excuse himself from the 
matter ? 

“ As to what, is said of the bonds having relation to the future, and 
involving terrible responsibilities in any possible ease of disobedience to 
the prohibitions, and of its being impossible even for your Sovereign to 
require them, I find that, your Sovereign has habitually shown a dutiful 
compliance, and has manifested a due sense of gratitude for the Celestial 
Court's gracious gift of a market for trade; She will assuredly yield 
obedience to the Celestial Court’s prohibitions of a clandestine traffic. 
And if you, indeed, pay obedience to commands, and execute these bonds, 
your Sovereign will certainly .judge your conduct to have been right, and can 
never, on the contrary, consider it to have been wrong. For whatever 
gains your nation acquires, are all obtained from the Celestial Empire. 

“ Hud you not come to this inner laud, your country would, of course, 
hold its own laws over you : for the ordinances of the Celestial Empire arc 
by no means enacted for you. But as you, being foreigners of outer 
countries, have now come as merchants to the Celestial Empire, and as the 
Celestial Empire has endued you with gains, how can it fail to inhibit your 
illegalities? Even so, when the people of other provinces come to Kwang¬ 
ling, as soon as they commit any offence, they at once become amenable 
to punishment in K wangtung. The same principle prevails whether as 
regards those of the empire, or those from without it. 

“Supposing, to borrow an example, people of other countries should 
go to your country, Knglqnd, for commercial ends, and should disobey 
your country’s laws and enactments, would your Sovereign bear with 
them ? How much less, then, shall the Celestial Court, whose voice and 
whose instructions diffuse good rule everywhere, and towards whose 
civilization the foreigners all turn. 

“The nations lying beyond our frontier, which repair to this inner 
land, are very numerous ; and which of them does not pay implicit obedience 
to our prohibitory enactments? And shall it. indeed, specially impress 
them upon your one or two nations! 

“ You represent that your‘nation has its laws. These will serve only 
go long as you do not come to this inner land. But sipcc you will come to 
Kwangtung to trade, even your Sovereign then must command you to 
keep obediently the laws and statutes of the Celestial Empire. How can 
you brings the laws of your nation with you to the Celestial Empire. 

“ What /you Say, that oven your Sovereign cannot require obedience of. 
all ydu. foreigners, is in a still, higher degree perverse and absurd. Ybu 
show herein an inward purpose to evade and excuse yourself from tfcts , 
matter; and you would even prevent the operation of your JSbVfcfeign'a; 

3E8U . v&v: f 



m.' 

high behests. For such unfaithful language how will you be able to 
answer your Sovereign ? 

• “ Looking over the some hundreds of words contained in your address,. 

I fihd but one sentence to approve of, namely, that good faith is bf more 
value than profit. These words are true. And my object in requiring 
these voluntary bonds to be executed is, that T may have an earnest of 
this your good faith. 

“If all you foreigners; have determined henceforward to repent of your 
past faults, and amend, if you desire to carry on an honourable tfade, and 
never more to bring opium ; in that case, though you bind yourselves by 
the declaration that they who deal in opium ought to die ; yet, as this is 
spoken of such as sell and not of those who do not sell it, what hurt can 
it do to you ? ‘ ■ 

“ But if you will not venture to give full nud voluntary bonds, and 
speak, as in this address, of the possible case of future disobedience, it will 
he clearly seen that you wish to preserve to yourselves room for the intro¬ 
duction of opium, and ttyut for this end you compose'this crafty and sly 
speech How, I would ask. will you manifest your good faith to men? 

“ Be it said that the foreign slaves and seamen may, it is to be feared, 
smuggle it—it is requisite that the owners of the goods anti masters of the 
ships should maintain a faithful restraint. If amid the vast amount there 
he a single petty, illegality, of course the heaviness or lightness of the 
punishment must be regulated in such cases by the amount brought; and 
the party concerned shall alone be punished; how can punishment be 
carelessly inflicted without discrimination being made?.or how, as repre¬ 
sented in your address, can other parties be involved? The officers'of 
Kwangtung of every grade, have hitherto always treated you with an 
excess of indulgence, and never with excess of severity. How .is your 
mind so void .of clear perception ? 

“ At this time, when opium has so extensively pervaded the land with 
its poisonous influence, and when I, the High Commissioner, have received 
the Great Emperor's special commands to extirpate this thing, how can l 
fail to require of you the execution of an agreement to put a stop to it? 
So soon as these bonds shall be executed, I shall assuredly report to the 
Great'Emperor, that your foreign merchants of all nations are all ready 
to observe their duty, and fear the laws; that they may be allowed still to 
continue a permanent trade. And from thenceforth they will be trusted; 
nor will depravity and deceit on their part be any longer apprehended. 
Thus all the foreigners will stand in an honourable position, and still more 
so will you, Elliot. Be careful, then, not to damage yourself by obstinacy. 

“ 1 proceed to issue commands for obedience to be paid. And to this 
end I enjoin the Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo immediately to give these 
commands to the Hong merchants, that they may transmit the same to the 
said Superintendent, Elliot, requiring his unfailing obedience .” t 

He, the Prefect, having received the above, proceeds to issue the 
commands. When these reach the said Superintendent, Elliot, let him pay 
immediate and unfailing obedience. A Special Edict! 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month. 25th day. (8th April, 1839.) 

■ (L-S.) of the Kwang Chow Foo. 

True Translation. 11 

i . (Signed) J. Robt. Mohrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter . 



' Inclosure 6 ih No, 148, 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner. 

,, Canton, April 10,: 1839. 

■ELLIOT, &.C., has had the honour receive your ExeelleneyVco'rW- 
manils of date the 8th April. 

The argument, that a person of any other li at ion I repairing to England 
for commercial purposes, must pay obedience to the English regulations 
and prohibitions, and .that in like manner it 'is required of the English 
people who coiife to China to trade, tliat they observe implicitly the laws 
of the Celestial Empire, is most luminous. '• . ’ 

It is beyond dispute, then, that those who will come to Canton to tradc, 
must act in obedience to the laws. But the new regulation regarding 
these bonds is incompatible with the laws of England. If, therefore, its 
observance be imperatively insisted'upon,'and these bonds be absolutely 
required, there will remain no alternative but for the English men and 
■vessels to depart. In this mponer, while nO resistance is offered to the 
laws of the Celestial Empire, neither will there be any infraction of the 
regulations of England: And, thus, both will be preserved intact. 

Recollecting that his nation has carried on trade with China, under 
the benign rule of the Great Emperor, for more than two centuries, Elliot 
lmmbly hopes that warning will be fairly given of the extreme severity of 
the prohibitions. His country’s possessions are rather distant. Perhaps, 
then, the appointed term may be considerately extended. If, from the 
opening of the trade, a term of five months may lie allowed for the people 
of the Indian possessions, and a term of ten months lor the people of 
England herself, before this new nile shall pass into operation, then none 
will remain ignorant of the existence of such a law; and if any come to 
Canton, they will of necessity pay obedience to it. As regards such’ 
vessels as may arrive, bringing opium within the five or the ten months, ' 
Elliot will be able to send them away again. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


5 J1 nclo^ure 7 in No. 148 

t ‘ ;• “* f * • i * • • '* 1 k ■ ■ 

... -i fhe foreign Merchants to the Imperial Commissioner. 

“ Canton, March 25, 1839. 

THE foreign merchants of all nations, in Canton, have received with 
profound respect the Edict of his Excellency the Imperial Commissioner; 
and now beg leave .to address his Excellency, having already communi¬ 
cated through the.Hong merchants, their intentions of doing so with the 

least possible delay. • - - - - - - . 

They beg to represent, that being now made fully aware of the Im¬ 
perial commands, &c., the entire abolition of the traffic in opium, the 
undersigned foreigners in Canton hereby pledge themselves not to deal in 
opium, nor to attempt to introduce it into the Chinese Empire., 

Hawing now recorded their solemn pledge, they have only further; 
most respectfully to state to lu» Excellency, that as individual foreign!' 



trust llis 'Excellency' will approve of their leaving a final settlement to be 
arranged through the Representative of their respective nations. 

. (Signed)* A 

Fox, Rawson, and Co. ’ James Math eson, for himself and 

Dent, and Co. A partners. ’l 

Russelu and Co... , A V Dossabhqy Hormusjee. 

Wetmore and Co. A3A Cowasjee R aluanjee, and 

t). and M. RustomjeE. Cursetjf.e Bom an jee. , _ 

' Savuckshaw Rustomjee. Edmund Mouler. : v* 

" I. de Sousa Hebrjeebhoy Rustomjf.e. 

0o\vasjee Sapoorjee. ' A. and D. Fijrdonjee. 

Russeei.. Sturgis, and Co. Bubjoorjek Manuckjee. 

Belt, and Co. . • Houmuzjke Framjee. 


be a^jnfgl'e. petty, iljegaTity^or'ii;9o^:^u«; . 

puni^ihent, mflst be regitlated in sucinpases by;the,agtonri0brdi|g^t l 
the party conccrneft shall, alpne ; be punishc4| hqw; can puni$|prient;,fe 
carelessly. inflicted without difKTigHpatioa.Wipg 
seated in your address, can other parties be involved The 
Kwaqgtung of every grade, have, hitherto always treated you with an 
excess of indulgence, and never with excess of severity. How js your 
mind so void of clear perception ? 

“ At this time, when opium has so extensively pervaded the land with; 
its poisonous influence, and when I, the High Commissioner, have received 
the Great, Emperor’s special commands to extirpate this thing, how can l 
fail to require of you the execution of an agreement to put a stop to it? 
So soon as these bonds shall be executed, 1 shall assuredly report to the 
Great Emperor, that your foreign merchants of all nations arc all ready 
to observe their duty, and fear the laws; that they may be allowed still to 
continue a permanent trade. And from thenceforth they will be trusted; : 
nor will depravity and deceit on their part be any longer apprehended. 
Thus all the foreigners will stand in an honourable position, and still more 
so will you. Elliot. Be careful, then, not to damage yourself by obstinacy. 

“ 1 proceed to issue commands for obedience to be paid. And to this 
end I enjoin the Prefect of Kvvang Chow Foo immediately to give these 
commands to the l long merchants, that they may transmit the same to the 
said Superintendent, Elliot, requiring his unfading obedience.” 

He, the Prefect, having received the above, proceeds to issue the 
commands. When these reach the said Superintendent, Elliot, let him pay 
immediate and unfailing obedience. A Special Edict! 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 25th day. (8lh April, 1839.) 

(b-S.) of t he Kvvang Chow Foo. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 




• ' ■ # - 

“This having duly cojne before me, the Lieutenant-Governor, I ha,ve 

acquainted myself with the, contents. I find,that the said Superintendent, 
EHio.t, before," in obedie'nce to the commands given, expressed his readiness • 
to deliver up the opium, pn board the store-ships. , His Excellency the 
Imperial Commissioner.-.,in concert with the Governor, has consequently 
proceeded to the Bocea Tigris to direct the receiving thereof. Bfit barely 
three days have elapsed, when the said Superintendent abruptly makes a 
pretext of the foreign merchant Da nidi’s child beiiig sick, to request that 
lie shoukf liave permission to go to Macao to take care qf it. This is a 
matter affecting the said individual merchant alone. How can it have 
been regarded as a fine occasion for making an experiment? It isa.ypry 
foqlish and confused proceeding; and the request it is impossible to griaht. 

“In brief, his Excellency the Imperial Commissioner, with the Governor : 
and myself, the Lieutenant-Governor, in the conduct of this affair will hold 
fast the grand principles of justice. We are all awaiting the delivery of 
the full amounts of tfie opium, that we may thoroughly arrange the matter. 
The said Superintendent, &c., should, t)f eourse, in implicit obedience to 
t^r-tgeviously-given commands, wait quietly, until having, received com* 

m^ke, further proclamation. Let there jipt,bp any 

$ effect is Enjoined .to: give ijnraedtnie commands^ to 

.command; fo the said Superintetidfeht, 

’ -'"failing obedience. With speed! With speed!” 

! -n* received the above, proceeds to issue coni* 


umbly Hopes that warning- wi/l be fairly given 01 U\0 
:ic prohibitions. ’ His country’s pdSsessionsi:hre Vnihcr distant, 
mu, the appointed term : mav bte considm^tcW extended. 'If, 
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Jnclosure 7 in No. 148 

The Foreign,Merchants to the Imperial Commissioner. 


1 ! Canton, March 25, 1839. 

' “ -n,., • m", » ><\ 

of all nations, in Canton, have received with 
r his Exc ellency the Imperial Commissioner; 
.to addves&aMH^’ellency, having already communi- 
Hon^mj neir intentions of doing so with the 


B^SfP^^rtTthait being now made fully a*ware of the Im- 
p^.^^WasT&o.^.^he entire abolition of the traffic in opium, the 
Hgglg^^gRS* in Canton hereby pledge themselves not to deaf in 
iT : »^.;a^;'ltteinpt tointrfeduceit into the Chinese Empire.; \ 

nlorl<VA t)%A\r 11 ...j l__ 


^r<:«ai»h^4to||ltecorded theirvsolemn pledge, they have only>j*urther >. 

^ state tbi;hif Excellency, that as individuafieigiL 

l&^antiith^^ • of controlling such-'eMfiSR 

edict emhnirM!" alSMB* 
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trust His Exeellciicy will approve of their leaving a final settlement to be 
arranged through the Representative of their respective nations. 

(Signed)' ; ]' 

James Matheson, for himself and 
partners. 

Dossabhoy IIormusjke. 

Cowasjee Pallanjee, and - 

CUHSETJEK HoMANJEE. , 

Edmund Moi.ler. 

Heerjeebiioy Rustomjee. 

A. and D. Furdonjee. 

Burjoorjek Manuckjee. 

f I ORMUZ J EE FllAMJEB. 

„ Framjee Dadabhov. 

Bomanjee Manuckjee. 

Bomanjek Hosanjee. 

Jamsetjee Rustomjee. 

Pai.uan.iee Don aim kf.. 

Oursetjef. Shapoorjee. 
Nasserwanjke Dorabjef;. 

P ALL A N J EE N A SSE HAVA N J EE. 

Turner and Co. 

W. and J. Gkmmf.ll and Co. 

Biimv, Adam, and Co. 


Fox, Raxvson, and Co. 

Dent, and Co. 

Russell and Co. 

Wetmork and Co. • 

D. and M. Rustomjee. 
Savitcksuav. Ru stomjF.E. 

I. ok Souza 
Cowasjee Sapoorjee. 

Russell. Sturgis, and Co. 

Bell and Co. 

Daniell and Co. 

Dikom and C’o. 

Girij, Livingston, and Co. 
Robert Wise Holliday, and Co. 
Bovet Brothers and Co. 
Hormuzjee Byuamjee. 

MacVicar and Co. 

Framjef. Jamsetjee. 

J. and W. Cragg, and Co. 

Sha uxshai.l Buudrodeer. 

. Ahaden and Samsooden. 
iiiNDs.w and Co. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 148. 

Captain Elliot to the lAatUemant-G over nor of Canton. 

Canton, April 12. 1839. 

ELLIOT acquaints your Excellency that the child of Daniell, one of 
the men of his nation, presently detained in Canton, lies grievously sick at 
Macao. 

Elliot has therefore to request that your Excellency will he pleased to 
give immediate orders Tor the liberation of Daniell, in order that he may 
proceed to Macao and fulfil his parental duties. And this is the more 
necessary, because the physician of the English nation stationed in 
Macao is also sick. 

Confiding in your Excellency’s justice and humanity, Elliot prefers 
this request. And, with sentiments of high consideration, has the honour to 
remain, &e. - 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 148. 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot , communicating the reply of iho 
Lieutenant-Governor to Captain Elliot’s Address of the 12 th of April. 

C1KJ0, by special appointment, Prefect of Kvvang Chow Foo, issues 
commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

- He has now received from E, the Lieutenant Governor of Kwangtung, 
iS . fi the w'ithin official communication. 

“ Upon the 12th of April, the English Superintendent, Elliot, addressed 
following terms. 

Address of J2 th April {Inclositre 8) is here inserted .) 
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" This having duly come before me, the Lieutenant-Governor, I have 
acquainted myself with the contents. I find that the said Superintendent, 
EHio.t, before, in obedience to the commands given, expressed his readiness • 
to deliver up the opium on board the store-ships. His Excellency the 
Imperial Commissioner, in concert with the Governor, has consequently 
proceeded to the Bocca Tigris to direct the receiving thereof iifit barely 
three days have elapsed, when the said Superintendent abruptly makes a 

{ >rete*t of the foreign merchant Daniell’s child being sick, to request that 
ic should h’ave permission to go to Macao to take care qf it. This is a 
matter affecting the said individual merchant alone. How can it have 
been regarded as a fine occasion for making an experiment ? It is a very 
foolish and confused proceeding; and the request it is impossible to grant. 

“In brief, his Excellency the Imperial Commissioner, with the Governor 
and myself, the Lieutenant-Governor, in the conduct of this affair will hold 
fast the grand principles of justice. We are all awaiting the delivery of 
the full amounts of tfie opium, that we may thoroughly arrange the matter. 
The said Superintendent, &c\, should, of course, m implicit obedience to 
the previously-given commands, wait quietly, until having received com¬ 
munications we shall make further proclamation. Let there not be any 
annoying representation. 

“ The Prefect is enjoined to give immediate commands to the Hong 
merchants, that they transmit these commands to the said Superintendent, 
Elliot, for his unfailing obedience. With speed! With speed!’’ 

He (the Prefect) having, received the above, proceeds to issue com¬ 
mands. When these reach the said Superintendent Elliot, let him pay 
immediate and unfailing obedience. A special command. 

Taoukwang, 19th year,2nd month, 20th day. (13th April, 1809.) 

* (L.S.) of the Kwang Chow Eoo. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


lnelosurc 10 in No. 148. 

The Imperial Commissioner and the Governor of Canton, jointly, to 

Captain Elliot. 

LIN, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., and Tang-, Governor of the 
two Kwang, &e„ issue commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, 
for his full information. 

The surrender ol' opium is the way opened to all foreigners for com¬ 
mencing a new course. If tM said foreigners possess a conscience of what 
is right, they surely ought ^vitli sincerity to repent and reform, tLid,all 
the store-ships been on the alert in coming up, the opium would ere this 
have been entirely delivered, and the restraints removed. But having’ been 
repeatedly urged forward, and not having yet all arrived, we. the High 
Commissioner, and the Governor, are led to think that there is some illicit 
purpose behind. 

At present, besides the ships Hercules, J listen, and Ariel, which 
are entirely discharged, and the ships Mermaid, June, and Ruparell, 
which are now delivering, there are lour vessels, the Nymph, Mithras, 
Mavis, and Virginia, yvhich, though hastened, did not arrive until the 
18th, when they reached Sand f \ Head together. The opium that these 
vessels have on board is very little, barely amounting, in the Nymph l.o 
eighty chests of the Bengal drug. On careful inspection of the marks left 
by. the water on the sides of the vessels, they are. found to be? raised out, 
above the water, with new marks below, thereby plainly showing that the 
vessels have-been freely transhipping outside, and reducing the quantities, 
belorg coming up to deliver. 

; Moreover, to-day a naval cruizer has apprehended and sent to q% 
person engaged in selling opium, one Leaou Teeukwang, with a' 

. • ' - - „ - 
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seized a number of parcels of Malwa [opium] which he deposes to have pur¬ 
chased on hoard a foreign vessel on the 10th of April. Will such acontinu- 
ance of illegalities, even at the very approach of making surrender, induce 
’ men to believe in the existcnceof sincere repentance and reformation ? 

We proceed to issue commands. When these reach the said Super¬ 
intendent, let him speedily transmit directions to Johnston, &c,, inipefa- 
tivcly to urge the sever#store-ships, that they Ht once coihe up’together to 
Sandy Head, and to restrain the people and seamen of the vessels from 
diminishing in the least degree the amount of opium. The said Superin¬ 
tendent must not presume, on hjs having at. first reported h certain full 
amount, to let them clandestinely dispose of any quantities-there may be in 
excess, thereby occasioning a return of the pervading poison; hrul So draw¬ 
ing on himself criminality and cause of sorrow. Tremblingly consider 
this. Hasten! Hasten 1 A special command. ' 

Taoukwang. 19th year, 3rd month, 6th day. (19th April, 1839.). 

(L.Sj) of the Imperial Commissioner. 

(L.S.) of the tlovernor. »• 

True Translation. s . 

■ (Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary hnd Interpreter. 
i • a ' ’ 


. Inclosure 11 in No. 148. 

; ( ' • 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner and the Governor of Canton. 


ELLIOT, &c., has received your Excellencies’ commands, dated on 
the 6th day of the moon. 

The business in hand is very extensive, and many persons of low 
degree, sailors, and others, are engaged in it ; so that it may be difficult 
entirely to prevent the irregularities of which your Excellencies complain. 

But Elliot has now,written to Johnston, in the strongest language, 
desiring him to be very watchful, and most severe in the repression of 
such shameless, .proceedings. And also to-issue immediate and strict 
commands for the prevention of any discharging or removal of opium 
•. from ship to ship, at the lower anchorages;; and to hasten ftlLthc ships 
haying opium on. board to Chuenpee. .... - • . . i. .. / 

By this time ,njorp 4han half; the opium ; must be .delivered to .the 
honourable officers, so that in the course,of this day- orders from your 
, Excellencies will, probably reach the. provincial, city, commanding^ the 
' honourable officers to let the passage-boats and passengers go in and out 
..ah usual. . t ■ < - '• : ;*.• ; <■ 

WThcn the communications are constantly opeb;.Elliot will himself be 
enabled to exercise,a more vigilant controu},./.-.->b 

In all his proceedings he has manifested truth, and sincerity; and 
your Excellencies, will .find, jthat to repose entire.confideiwe in him, so 
that he may act. with effect, is the. surest mode of completing the .whole 
delivery of 20,283 chests, and preventing future irregularity.) *-.H ■■ 

. Much disorder, will; always take place . when the. chiefi-authority 
cannot cxerdsc, constant, controul. , < , ■ 

(Signed) , , .CHARLES ELLIOT. 
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Inelosurc-12 irv No. 148. 


' Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner find the frovernor of Canton. 


; -.ELLIOT: has. the honour.-tin reply to the commands*of their Excel- 
,lencies, of date the 19th. April. -•••. 

. . On . the question of bonds, -Elliot before plainly pointed oaittfeho 

■,-Jitipracticabilities attending it. • And again, on the 10th of'April, he repre¬ 
sented, that as this new regulation: was inconsistent• with- the. ‘laws ! of 
England, shovdd compliance bo absolutely required, and the execution of 
ibOuds, be deemed indispensable, there would be no alternative but for the 
men and vessels, of his country t6 depart. 

Elliot has been appointed by his Government for the special purpose 
of superintending the people of his country, resorting hither for trade. 
But finding .now that'the.high officers absolutely require compliance with 
new regulations and terms, which they have fixed for the trade of his 
country with China; and these being such as it is impossible for him to 
consent to, he has therefore -the honour to request that he may be enabled, 
at the head of the men and ships of his country, to take his departure and 
sail away. 

Elliot still most faithfully pledges himself to deliver up to the high 
officers all the opium which lie lately took from the English people in Her 
Majesty’s! name, ... . „ , . , 

(Signed) • CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 13 in No; 148. 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

ClIOO, Prefect, of Kwang Chow Foo, with Lew, magistrate’ [of 
Nanhae-heen, and Chang, magistrate of Pwahyu-heen, issues commands to 
' the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 
r - He has now received From their Excellencies Lin, High Imperial Com¬ 
missioner, &<•., and Tang; <*5 over nor of the Uvh Kwang, the following 
•official injunction:— ■ , ... 

“It is on record, that when the English Superintendent, Elliot, repre¬ 
sented that he woifld deliver 20,283 chests of opium, 1, the High Commis¬ 
sioner, determined, on certain terms, one being, that When one half should 
< be delivered ameasilred permission should be given for the passage-boats 
c-to apply; for passe», and run to arid frej. To this effect, commands were 
’•given-to the said Superintendent, that he might act accordingly;' lf 

“ Recently, when the amount received approached a half, we, the 
^Commissioner and the-Governor, had prepared instructions for allowing 
the communication by passage boats ; but Johnston suddenly desired to 
stop the deliveries, witn the design of coercing os. We, for this reason. 
,'WJchh4Id tfib fn‘epareibfa»^bctions, and did not issue them. 

“It now appears again, that he has hastened.pp several vessels,/ 
which have consecutively made delivery. It behoves us, in* aeeordap"' 
with the previous declarations, to give a measured permission 
passage-boats, upon exam;iaatiou > .Jo.,miuto.a.ud.fro. Also to 
guards from the foreign factories. And at the same time to 
opening of the holds for trade. 

“The said Superintendent, Elliot, although he himsi 
that he should wait the completion of this matter be" 
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down to Macao, yet; now that the boats can run, he. .may be allowed to 
pass to and fro as usual, tp enable him to call together with more celerity, 
and to give such orders and make such arrangements, as from time to time 
may be called for. . 

“Those of the foreigners who have been long-in the habit of dealing 
in opium.‘sixtecii in number, as by the annexed list, must still be tempo¬ 
rarily detained in the foreign factories, waiting until the whole matter is 
entirely completed, when .they will be permitted to leave. This, is .in 
accordance with the force of the terms “ measured permission,” i£i the 
former declaration.” 

“ But. at the time when the boats leave Canton, if officers be not 
appointed to proceed to the front of the foreign factories, and there, with 
the Hong merchants under their direction, take cognizance of each by 
name, if is to be apprehended ihat these sixteen persons may get on board 
the boats, and, unknown, take thefnselves away from Canton. We there¬ 
fore instruct, the expectant Sub-Prefect, Lc Suh, together with the lvwang 
Chow Hee. or brigadier, to give previous orders to The Hong merchants, 
that they enjoin it on the foreigners to give them prior notice of the time 
of any lx>at leaving Canton, that they may report to the officers aforesaid. 
These are then to proceed in person to the place where the boats arc 
anchored, and to ascertain what number of persons are on board, and 
what are their names anti surnames; and arc to direct the Hong mer¬ 
chants to take cognizance of them severally. If there be not among them 
any of the sixteen named, they shall then give to the boat a sealed pass¬ 
port to lie shown for examination at the various custom-houses that it 
shall pass. 

“This sealed passport shall be printed according to the form here¬ 
with transmitted, and sealed with the seal of the Kwang Chow Poo. the 
blanks being filled up at the time. The officers aforesaid must by all 
means faithfully examine, and must permit no confusion or escape, 
whereby they will render themselves heavily culpable. The KwangChow 
Hoc, too, must give directions to all the forts ami other places of defence to 
pay obedience. 

“ We further proceed to issue these commands requiring the Kwang 
Chow Poo, immediately to take with him the magistrates of Nanhae and 
Pwanyu, and to require the original merchants, Howqua Senior, &ic. to 
act in accordance herewith, and immediately to remove all the vessels 
surrounding the foreign factories. 

“ 'file boats registered under the designation “ Obedient,” are to have 
a measured permission to run to and fro; still being subjected to examina¬ 
tion at the custom-house stations. 

“ The ship Esperaiica, at Whampoa, which has already applied for 
a port clearance to return home, and the captain of which, Linstedt, is 
now in the foreign factories at Canton, may* at once make application to 
the Hoppo, to give permission for him to leave Canton, and take his 
departure. 

“ All the cargo ships at Whampoa are permitted to open their holds 
for trade. Those that, being already fully laden, have made application, 
through the security merchants, for their, port clearances, are permitted 
to obtain the same on representation to the Hoppo, that they may be 
enabled to set sail and return home. 

“ As to all the foreign merchant ships arrived in the outer waters, 
they must wait till this matter is brought to a conclusion, when on exami¬ 
nation they* will be directed to enter their names, and proceed to 
Whampoa. 

“ The registered boats, proceeding ffom Whampoa to Canton, must 
still be subjected tp careful examination by the military guard at the two 
posts, Jcshamce and Tawang-haou, on tnc way up. And if they Have 
contraband articles, or weapons, or gunpowder on board, must be inune^ 
diately driven back, and an instant report made, in order that examina¬ 
tion, may be made and measures taken. 

s!v*‘ Let the tenor of these commands he also declared to Elliot, that he 

ring* may act accordingly. Be urgent an.d speedy.” 

^N^he Prefect, having received this, forthwith issues these com- 
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mauds, on their reaching the said Superintendent, Elliot, that he may 
be informed thereof. Be there no opposition. A special order. 

. . ; [Appended is a list.] 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 3rd month, 31st day. (4th May, 1839.) 

(L. S’.) of the Kvvang Chow Foo 


[Supposed names of the sixteen 
appended]. 

* •Dent. 

Henry. 

D. Matiieson. 

Dan i ell. 

* Inglis. 

Jlbf.ry. 

Dadabiioy. 

A. Jardine. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J 
Chinese i 


individuals, as given in the list 

Heerjkebmoy. 

Stanford.* 

Green. 

Framjice. 

A. Matiieson. 

' Matiieson. 

Bomanjf.e. 

Goldshorough. 

Robt. Morrison, 
ecretarij and Interpreter. 


Inclosure 14 in No. 148. 

Official Notice to Her Majesty's Subjects. 

Canton, May 4, 1839. 

IN the present state of circumstances, the Chief Superintendent is 
not in a situation to do more than refer Her Majesty’s subjects for 
general guidance to his public Notice dated at Macao, on the 23rd 
March last. 

He need hardly observe, however, that it is his purpose to remain in ’ 
Canton till his public obligations to this Government are fulfilled; and he’ 
will afford the best information in his power of the probable period of his 
departure from time to time. 

Parties will therefore be pleased carefully to regulate their proceedings 1 
accordingly. ‘ ' 

There is apart of the public paper promulgated this evening (not. 
desirable to advert to particularly) which need give no uneasiness. *' 

He hopes it will be, felt, that the circumstances shall be suitably 
arranged at the proper moment. 

(Signed) EDWARD ELMSL1E, 

Secretary and Treasurer to the 
* .' Superintendents . 


■3 F 2^ 
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-Juclosurc 15 in No. 148. 

Public Notice tp Her Majesty's Subjects. 

. , Canton, 

THE disregard of forma) offers, upon' the part of Her Majesty’s 
Officer, to adjust ail difficulties by the fulfilment of the 'Imperial will, > the 
unjustifiable imprisonment of the whole foreign community in Canton; 
the still more wanton protraction of that captivity, and the forced sur¬ 
render of property, ol‘which the incidents have been, the utmost public 
encouragement, direct and indirect, upon the one hand,,and violent piiblje 
spoliation on the other: such .are the chief facts which have sustained 
the declaration put forward in tin- notice of the Chief Superintendent of 
the Trade of British subjects, date'd at Macao on the 23rd day of March 
last, that, he was without confidence in the justice and moderation of the 
Provincial Government* 

Correction remaining to be made for the circumstances that these 
later deeds have been perpetrated mainly under the authority of the 
Imperial Commissioner, he is also to declare that lie is without confidence 
in the justice and moderation of the said Imperial Commissioner. 

Acting on the behalf of Her Majesty's Government, in a momentous 
emergency, he has, in the first, place, to signify, that the demand he recently 
made to Her Majesty’s subjects, for the s hitch per of British-owned opium 
under their eontmul, had no special reference to the circumstances of that 
property: but. (beyond the actual pressure of necessity) that demand was 
founded on the principle, that these violent, compulsory measures being 
utterly unjust per sc* and of general application for the forced surrender 
of any other property, or of human life, or for the constraint of any 
unsuitable terms or concessions, it became highly necessary to vest and 
leave the right, of exacting effectual security, and full indemnity for every 
loss, directly in the Queen. These outrages have already temporarily east 
upon the British Crown immense public liabilities; and it. is incumbent 
upon him. at this moment of release, to fix the earliest period for removal 
from a situation of total insecurity : anti for the termination of all risk of 
similar responsibility on the part of Her Majesty’s Government. 

; He is sensible, too, that he could not swerve from the purposes now to 
be declared, without extreme danger to vast public claims already pending, 
and to general and permanent, interests of highest .moment. 

;« Thus situated, then, and once more referring .to his public notice, 
dated at Macao, on the 23rd day of March last, he has again to give 
notice to, And enjoin all Her Majesty’s subjects, to make, preparation fpr 
•quitting Canton before, or at the same time with Her Majesty’s establish¬ 
ment: which-departure will take place, ns soorkas the Chief Superintendent 
has completed his public obligations to this Government. For the general 
convenience'he will afford the best; information in hi* power from time to 
Lime, concerning the probable period of that event. 

And he has further to give notice, that British subjects, or others, 
thinking fit. to make shipments of property on British. Account, on'baard 
of British Or any other foreign shipping, actually in this river, will be 
pleased to regulate thei ) proceedings, in these respects, upon the under¬ 
standing, that such shipments must be made ‘at tlieir persona! ri$fe and 
responsibility after the date of this notice. ‘ , , 

And he 'again enjoins all Her Majesty's '$p Ejects in Cg^tpn^ to 
prepare sealed declarations, and lists of all claims whaiieyejV against 
Chinese subjects, to be adjusted as nearly tis may be to the’period of their 
respective retirements from Canton before him, or at the same time with .. 
him. ■ . '■ " ■" “ • / 

And whilst it is specially to be understood that'the pvobf of British, 
property, and value of all such claims handed in,to him hejCorc hjs depar- 
■ tunvwill be. determined upon principles, and in a m'ahner jjereafterto be 
d<$^i'by'-Her Majesty’s Government, he has to rfe^mrnfepd, vyit^a yiew; 
to^niformity and general el^itriiess/that 

benin<C->i}duld be drawn up aS ffirjtrs ffi/tybej^me'tie&brel'6'u.myoicecdst. 
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A‘nd he has now to give notice to. and enjoin all Her Majesty’s 
subjects, either actually in China, or hereafter arriving, merchants, supra- 
cargops, commanders, commanding officers of ships, seamen, or others 
’ having control over or serving on board of British ships or Vessels, bound 
to the Port of Canton, not to be requiring, aiding, or assisting in any way 
‘ in the bringing in to the said Port of Canton, any such British ships or 
vessels, to the great danger of British life, liberty and property; and the 
prejudice of the interests and just claims of the Crown, till a declaration 
shall be published, under his hand and seal of office, to the effect, that such 
bringing jn of British shipping, or of British property in foreign shipping, 
is safe m the premises. , 

Ahd the Chief Superintendent, making these solemn injunctions for the 
safety*of British life, liberty, and property,, and in the protection of the 
interests and just claims of the British Crown, reserves to Her Majesty’s 
Government, in t he most complete manner,* the power to cancel and disre¬ 
gard all future claims whatever, on the part of Her Majesty’s subjects or 
others preferring* such oihims on account of British property, either left 
behind, or to be brought in, if any such British subject, or others pre¬ 
ferring such claims, shall disregard these injunctions now put forward, 
respecting the keeping out: of British shipping and propert y, till the decla¬ 
ration aforesaid shall be duly published. , , '• 

And he has once more to warn Her Majesty’s subjects in anxious 
■ terms, that such sudden and strong measures, as .it may he found neces- 
on the part of competent- authorities, for the honour and in¬ 
terests oPilie British Crown, ('annul be prejudiced by their continued 
residence in Canton beyond the period of his own stay, upon their own 
responsibilities, and in spite of the solemn injunctions of Her Majesty's 
officer. . 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Canton, in China, this 
day of 1839. 

(L.S.) (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent of the Trade, of 
; British Subjects in China. 


JN o. 119. 

Captain. Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (lte.ee,ired September 21, 1839.) 

My Lord, ■■ Canton, May 6,1839. 

THE anxieties Of our confinement have been distressingly increased 
by frequent rumours of the ^Commissioner’s aggressive, intentions 
towards Macao, •, 

It- seenis that the Portuguese have taken advantage of his Excel¬ 
lency's engagement with oitr affairs, to embark their opium and send it to 
Manilla ; but th& statement, that it is.all gone and that the trade should 
no longer be carried on from, that,place, is not satisfactory: and his 
Excellency is believed to insist that 3,000 chests (which lie appears to 
suppose were recently there) should be delivered, up to him. it is also 
said, that lie demands the occupation of the forts by Chinese troops; and, 
in general, that his dispositions menace such purposes as would yiluce the 
settlement completely at his mercy. > ■ . .* 

Your Lordship heed not. be informed that it is exposed to considerable 
inconvenience, from being so dependent on the Chinese i'or : supplies; but 
with the coihmand of the, sea always in our hands, abundance of dis¬ 
posable shipping. and the near neighbourhood of Manilla, that difficulty 
is not serious. The more, so, as the Chinese. population (principally 
artisans Arid; labourers) would, of course, evacuate the place before a state 
of actuaTii^stnities commenced. 

The safety 6f Macao, my;Lord, i>, in point of fact, an. object ofj 
secondhty/mbfafobV to Bie Portuguese Government; but to that of^Btyr 
Majesty it miry fee' Said to be of indispensable. necessity, and most 
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oularly at this moment. With great difficulty and risk I have contrived 
to hold the accoinpartying correspondence vvith the Governor of Macao; 
and I have desired Mr. Johnston to let* the outside shipping be kept in its 
near neighbourhood; I have also requested Captain Blake, of thc-jLurne, 
to offer the governor every assistance in his power. 

The garrison consists of about 400 Indian troops, of a poor descrip¬ 
tion, and about 500 Caffrc slaves, bv far the best part of the force. The 
Governor, too. told me, before ! left Macao, that he was supplied jvith rice 
and ammunition ; and the fort’s are in an efficient state of defence against 
Chinese attack. 

This may not be an inconvenient occasion to press upon your Lord 
ship’s attention the strong necessity of concluding some immediate 
arrangement, with the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, either 
for the cession of the Portuguese rights at Macao, or for the effectual 
defence of the place; and its appropriation to British uses, by means of 
a subsidiary Convention. A garrison of 1.00Q,good troops, principally 
artillery, and a few sail of gun-boats would place Macao in a situation 
to cover the whole trade with this part of the empire. 

The inner harbour and the Taipa are open to the objections of 
not being sufficiently roomy, or of depth enough to receive our large mer¬ 
chant-ships. But this is not more than an inconvenience; for we arc so 
completely the masters at sea. that the large ships might remain in Hong 
Kong, and send their cargoes over in smaller vessels ; as indeed is pretty 
much the ease at present! *, 

Connected with this subject, I inclose your Lordship a copy of a. 
despatch to the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India. 

Speaking without the means of precise reference within my reach, I 
believe your Lordship may take the annual reVenue of Macao to be about 
100,000 dollars; but by far the larger proportion of that sum arose from the 
opium duties; and that source of revenue can no longer be depended 
upon. Jn ordinary years the expense did not exceed the income; neither 
do f know that these resources are burdened with any considerable 
amount of debt. 

But the establishments, civil, military, and fiscal, are so defective, 
that they would need to be placed on an entirely new footing, to make the 
place of the least use as a safe entrepot.,or for any real purposes of pro¬ 
tection ; and indeed there is but little hope of effecting such objects whilst 
it remains in the hands of the Portuguese. 

We have heard that the American frigates, Columbia, and John 
Adams, have arrived at Macao; and I trust, therefore, that there is no 
serious reason for apprehension concerning the safety of the place. 

1 have, &ic., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 149. 


.tr^ 

rhind! 


Captain Elliot to Don Adriao Accacio da Silvcira Pinto, Portuguese 

Governor of Macao. 

* 

e i< Cdnton, April 13, 1839. 

THE Undersigned, &c., &c„ taking into consideration, the violent 
and menacing proceedings of the Chinese Government towards the people 
of all the Christian nations resorting to this empire, has now the honour 
to throw,himself and all Her Britannic Majesty’s subjects, ships, and 
property, presently in Macao, or hereafter proceeding, there, under , the 
protection of Her Most Faithful Majesty. , w . ■,» , ff { . 

Sensible of the heavy expense, and all the, other eiSbarrassfn^nis 
dlifch such a solemn duty. ,mgy cast upon Her Most>Faith&*V Mftjeettfs 
^Sul&nment, the Undersigi^|ecls it his duty to offer: tg your Excellency, 
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on bellalf of the British Government, immediate facilities on the British 
Treasury, to any extent that your Excellency may be pleased to require 
him to draw, .for the purpose of placing- the settlement of Macao, and the 
harbour of the Taipa, in a state of effectual defence, and for the equip¬ 
ment of a sufficient number of-arrned vessels to keep the coasts clear ; and 
if it shall seem necessary to your Excellency, for the reinforcement <M' the 

f arrison, and the necessary supply of the city, by immediate appeal to 
fanilja. 

The* Undersigned also incloses a public notice, to be used at your 
Excellency’s* discretion, requiring all Her Britannic Majesty’s subjects at 
the outside anchorages to attend to any commands your Excellency may 
be pleased to impose upon them, for the honour and safety of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty’s rights, and for the general protect ion of life a ml property 
at Macao, and the neighbouring anchorage of flic Taipa. 

The conditions of any public assistance your Excellency and the 
Undersigned may mutually render to each other in these premises, to be 
adjusted by the Governmf-.its of our respective countries. 

The difficulty of communication will excuse tins hasty anil con¬ 
tracted note. 

The Undersigned, with sentiments of high consideration, has the 
honour, &e., &.C., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Sub-inclosure irf inclosure I in No. 141). 

Public Notice to British Subjects. 

I, CHARLES ELLIOT, &c., &e., do hereby, in the name of Her 
•Majesty the Queen of England, require all Her Majesty’s subjects to 
whom these presents may come, in the outer waters, forthwith to place 
themselves under the command of his Excellency the Governor of Macao, 
for the defence of the rights of Her Most Faithful Majesty, and the 
general protection of the lives, liberty, and property of all the subjects of 
Christian Governments now «r hereafter resorting to that settlement.. 

Given under my hand and seal of oflice, at Canton, this thirteenth 
day of April, 1839. 

(L.S.) (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

(L. S.) Countersigned and sealed, 

GOVERNOR OF MACAO. 


Tnclosui;e 2 in No. 149. 

9 

Adriao Accacio da Silceira Pinto, Oovernador de Macao , ao Scn/ior 

* Carlos Elliot. 


, Macao, 15 de Abril, 1839. 

ADRIAO ACCACIO da S1LVKIRA PINTO, Governador de Macao 
e suas Departcmentas, tendo recebido agora mesmo a notta quo o lllmo. 
Senhor C. Elliot Ihe dirigio cm dattade 13, e que sc. reduz a offreeer a sua 
eooperaeao e a de todos os Subditos Britanicos resident.es nestes sitios, 
para a eonsercacao de este Estabelccimcnto de Macao, pertencendo aos 
Dominios dc S. M. Fidelissima, e ainda mais a eooperaeao do Governo 
de S. M. Britanica, faltaria ao seu nfbis sagrado deverse clle nai> significa 
se immediatamente a sua SenhoHa, os sens mui eordeaes, e verdadeiros 
abrade cimentos, cm sell nome e em nome do Governo de* S. M. 
Fidelissima, a cujo coriheciinento levara o mais depressa que Ihe for 
possivel, *.ta5 generoza offerta, da qual nao lhc he’ leeito lan<;ar imme- 
diamente uao, attendendb" a que a sua mui particular situaeau Ihe - 
impuem *o restricto (lever de manter hua austera neutraledade etn" 
quanto razoes poderozas b nao obriguem a outra coeza, ou se verefupigo 
perigo eminente qqe sua Senhoriaparece recear venha a acontecer. em 



<*iijo caswJ francamente se aproveltara dos gencrozos meios quo Ihe 
aprezcnta. • ' 

Para de alguu jmaneira eorrcspondcr a oflerta de Sua Senhocia, o 
abaixo assignado tom o prazcr dc assegurar a Sua Henhoria que repetindo 
« que,disso cm a sua notta da 22 do passado, elle protegera com 'tjuanto 
estiver an se'u alcance. as vidas, e as propriedades dos Subditos Inglezes 
cxistentos cm Macao.eom a unica cxcepcaO marcada cm aquclla, riotta; e 
tom a satisfaeao de Ihe renovar os protestos de sua alta estinia e mui 
perfcita consideracaS. .. f ' 

E tem a lionra dc sor, &c., 

(Assignado) A. A. DA S1LVEIRA PINTO. 


(Translation.) 

# 

Macao, April 15, 1839. 

ADRIAO ACCACIO DA SILVKIRA PINTO, Governor of Macao 
and its dependencies, having just received the note which the Most 
Illustrious Scnhor C. Elliot has addressed to him. dated the 13th instant: 
the purport of which is to oiler his own co-operation, and that of all 
British subjects residing in these parts, for the maintenance of this settle¬ 
ment of Macao, belonging to the dominions of Her Most Faithful Majesty, 
and still further to offer the co-operation of Jlcr Britannic Majesty's 
Government, would fail in his most sacred duty did he not immediately 
return to the Superintendent his very cordial and sincere thanks, both in his 
own name and in that of Her Most Faithful Majost.y’s Government; to which 
government shall be conveyed, with as much speed as is practicable, the 
informat ion of an olfcr so generous ; an offer, however, of which he is not at 
liberty immediately to avail himself, feeling that his very peculiar situation 
imposes on him the bounden duty of observing a strict neutrality, so long 
as powerful reasons shall not constrain him to a different line of conduct, 
or until there shall be evidence of the imminent peril which the Superin¬ 
tendent seems to fear, as being about to happen; and in this case he will 
frankly take advantage of the generous facilities presented to him. 

To reciprocate in some measure th6 offer made to him, the Under¬ 
signed has the pleasure to assure the Superintendent, that, reiterating 
what he said in his note of the 22nd ultimo 3 , he will protect as far as 
lies within his power, the lives and properties of English subjects in 
Macao, with the sole exception specified in that note. And he has the 
satisfaction of renewing to him the declaration of his high esteem and 
very perfect consideration. 

Arid he has the honour to bd;'&e.», 

(Signed) A- A. DA SILVE1RA PINTO. 


[nclosure 3 in No, 149. 

Captain Elliot to Lord Auckland . Governor-General of India. 

My Lord, * _ * Canton, April is, IB30. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a despatch to Viscount- 
Palmerston, dated on the 3rd instant; and the copies of my other 
despatches transmitted by this occasion to Calcutta, furnish a detailed 


s, * In reply to a notej of Captain Elliot’s of the 32nd March, requesting pwtectiSn'fbr 'the property 
atwtyersnns of Her Majesty’* subjects at Macao fropi sudden attack by the Chinese, Mtoedtn&to the 
requdstjn full tertns, vtftk the reasonably exceptiBO^iiswqpaengygediin^thyPpiimi ■fo. A j y These 
papers wflf-ljcforwardfedlissoon ^rtta-ftsto Macaw witetis they wereleft. 



of |kafc cjpprs^ qJ: v^enop f iand spoliation which has broken up the 
foundations of this great trade, so J far' as Uanidtv s bd‘coiifeidered, litem 
-tafffyd for-eyetv •, f ; ^ Z* ••* 

,T}uv. general xii£iM^tjir^ Jo'^'taken. ’'ttusrt^d'/WuW' require the 
t sanctions of Her Majesty 'Jpoycrnni'ent; hut imrinSliate.countenance and 
^protection ar? hecessai'y/vfor'the: safety of life and-property; and 1 am 
<•;sensible your Lordship wil^hot require any importunities on my part to 
.4o whatever may pc in your,Lordship’s power injthut respect. ’ 

A£ many snips of war hs can be defn'ehed , , I 'jufd’ ; armed vessels, to-be 
employed under the. command, of the naval officers,'(the whole 10 be 
tinsJ^u^todi^PflPfjljtfny to piy reqtlisitijpns,); sceni to be the most suitable 
means of protection available at this rtibiui'nt;'" 

•The interrupted state of my communications with the Portuguese" 
Government of Macao, prevents me from ‘enabling your Lordship to 
judge of the degree of protection we may look lor in that quarter. But 
at all events, the condition of :the settlement is feeble in every respect of 
, .amount and character of force, and in means of support for the inhabi- 
laiits, independent Of the Chinese. 

"I have however, pfforyd.hig Excellency facilities on Hpj, Majesty b 
treasury, for, placing the settlement and tlic heighbouring aneftOfri^O of the 
Taipa in the best attitude of defence which circumstances m’Ay adirittfiof. 
And I have also proposed' the equipment of a sufficient number Of small 
armed vessels to keep the coasts clear; and an appeal to Manilla for a ‘ 
• moderate reinforcement of troops, and the arrangement of a regular 
course of supply. His Excellency’s answer has‘not yet reached me. 

My future proceedings shall be submitted by every occasion, and in 
the mean time, 

1 have, &c„ ' 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent. 


No. 150. ' 

r Captain Elliot to Viscount Pawners ton.—(Received September 21, 1830.) 

My Lord, Canton, May 18, 1839. 

ON the 11th instant, 1 circulated the inclosed conclusive Edict by the 
I , heads of this Government. ' ' ‘ . < . - • 

Since I closed my last despcrtch', amongst the events to be reported, 
are orders for the expulsion of .Mr. Dent, of four gentlemen .connected 
t with, the ,firm, of , Jardinc, /Matlieson, and Co., and of Heefjec-bhoy 
Itustomjec. ' * <> 

Also of Mr. Innes, which was the single case that formed the subject 
of direct correspondence, with me,....,. In the others, the communications were 
made to the partics^hcmselves. 

, The accompanying papers will place your Lordship in possession of 
the particular circumstances of Mr. Innes’ case. 

In my despatch of April 6,1 observed that the memorials to the Emperor 
were generally marked by a very restrictive spirit, in regard to the whole 
question of foreign trade and intercourse. But when I made -tjiat remark, 
certainly did not anticipate that such a policy was suddenly to be fol- 
w i6wed out,'to the extent which is^ctually the case. 

,,? : The, persons galled outside merchants, (i. e. unlicensed,) and the shop* 
«: (keepers,lengagedin^mostexfensive transactions'’with the foreigners, and 
fe -iJtiQ ’iyhpn^^pnste.nt access .is ,;absolutely necessary, are to remo vo_ forthwith; 
their houses are to be pulled down ; and the street's they occupy, the "only 
avenues leading inwardg from the factories, are to be closed up, or rather 
built (ivejr. I confess, however, notwithstanding the peremptoriness of 

X -Mw,.» believing the Government Will 
venture upon a measure so cn»‘tain to goad to ' desperation, aix influential 
• 10,000 worKmeh,^ : ‘ 
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A strong paling has been run round the square, no doubt with the 
purpose more easily and suddenly ( to shut the foreigners from access to 
the river side; their pleasure-boats have been taken from them; and a 
variety of novel regulations, inconsistent with any possibility of carrying 
on trade at Canton, have been established. 

A rough' ground plan of the factories is transmitted, that your 
Lordship may he the better enabled to understand the actual purposes of 
isolation. . 

The measures of the Government are not confined to foreigners alone. 
The whole trade of the province is to be broken down under a new and 
rigorous system. 

Every five householders arc to join in bonds of mutual security; the 
like to be done in the ease of every Jive owners of junks or boats ; the sails 
to be marked in certain indicated forms ;aud a prodigious variety of other 
most minute and, in point of fact, impracticable rules have been laid 
down. 

I learn from the best sources of native infornlation open to me, that a 
feeling of considerable excitement prevails throughout the city and the 
province: and when it is considered that the people of this part of the 
empire have had so much more intercourse with foreigners than any 
other; that the junks visit our own and the other settlements in the 
Straits ; and that generally there has been far more of freedom aud relax¬ 
ation than at any other point; your Lordship will probably be disposed to 
conclude, that such a sudden wrench of system as is actually attempted, 
cannot fail to induce some early and serious state of difficulty". 

A reflection arising from tins view, is the expediency of accompanying 
any strong measures, which may be taken by Her Majesty’s Government, 
by a short manifesto in the Queen’s Name, to bo.translated here, declara¬ 
tory of the strictest, commands to all Her Majesty’s officers and people, 
scrupulously to respect the persons, property, and customs of the natives 
of this empire; and setting forth that the general objects of the expe¬ 
dition were to make known to the Fin per or the falsehood, violence, and 
venalit y of the Mandarins, and to establish peace and honourable tirade 
on a permanent footing. 

Intelligence has reached Canton last week from Peking, announcing 
the appointment of the High Commissioner to be Governor-General of 
the provinces of Kiangnan arid Kiangse, Which is considered the highest 
Government in the empire. The Emperor’s commands concerning the 
disposal of the opium arc also hourly expected, and the reports of the 
intention to offer indemnity gain strength daily. 


Canton , May 24, 1839. 

The intelligence of the deliveryjof the whole opium, for which an 
official receipt has been duly handed it'o Mfs Johnston by the Mandarins, 
reached me on the morning of the 21st; and the next day the Governor 
issued an edict requiring the remainder of ther sixteen persons lately 
detained here to leave Canton, and to sign a promise, (unincumbered, 
however, with any penal conditions,) that they will not return to thj a 
empire. ' 

The impossibility of carrying on trade at Canton, under present 
circumstances, is so plain, and there is so much reason to fear that the 
Government would make the refusal to sign the paper a pretext for their 
continued forcible detention, that I recommended them to affix their 
signatures ; pledging myself, if affairs take a more favourable turn before 
the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government can arrive, that their cases 
shall form the subject of special negotiation. 

They have acceded to this view, and they will all leave the river at 
the same time with me. I shall not quit the Bocca Tigris till the last boat 
with any of these gentlemen on board, has passed through. 


Macao, May 27, 1839. 

l * h' , .. m u V 

.-I. I have the honour to report my arrival at this place, with all the 
'persqnjgt, lately detained. I have also to signify to your Lordship, that a 


recent'edict (not senjfc to me Office 

-..on 


.cially) $pens port fo the shipping 
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actually outside; but sets forth that the new regulations, under which 
they are to trade, shall be made known when they are at Whampoa. I 
need hardly observe that none have entered; and as soon as I knew of this 
edict, 1 published an extract from my notice*. Inclosure No. 15 in my 
despatch of December 6/ enjoining the commanders of British ships not 
to come in. « • 

The notice itself was published on the day before my departure from 
Canton. 

Ahot,he* circumstance to be announced to your Lordship, is the 
arrival of the extremely significant commands from Peking on the day 
before T left Canton, that the whole opium should be sent up to that 
capital. The expense of the transport will be at. least a quarter of a 
million of dollars; and your Lordship will probably not need the sugges¬ 
tion, that such a removal is irreconciJeilble with any purposes of 
destruction. • 

Macao is still menaced. But an official paper has this moment 
reached me from the Go.ernor of Canton, which disposes me to hope that 
it may be in my power to put an end to the actual state of disquietude. 
It is in reply to my note of leave-taking, in which I mentioned, that 1 was 
out of health, and should retire to this place. 

His Excellency desires that l would endeavour to reestablish my 
health with rapidity, as there are many important affairs to submit to me; 
and during my residence at Macao, he enjoins me to exhort ail foreigners 
to give up their opium, and tp abstain from its introduction in future. 
My reply that the Portuguese Government has already taken severe 
measures, and that 1 can safely assert there is none here, is probably what 
is wanted. 

Their general confidence in the word of Her Majesty’s officer, and my 
recognized authority by the Emperor, affords them sufficient ground for 
founding a report upon my declarations. In the case of the difficulties 
with the American Consul, the Commissioner was not satisfied till he 
received a certificate from me that his assertions were accurate, and then 
all further importunity ceased. 

I believe, too, my Lord, that there will be no insuperable difficulty in 
arranging somc'mode of carrying on the trade from Macao. 

In the last few days before my departure from Canton, I ascertained 
that the high provincial authorities were much alarmed at the proceedings 
of the Commissioner, and desired to accommodate matters at least upon 
some temporary footing. In the course of this week every British ship 
will have left the river, and most of Her Majesty ’s subjects. 

L have. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintende,nt. 

Macao, May 29, 1839; 

P.S.—The delay of a day has enabled me to transmit to your 
Lordship my note to the Governor of Canton on quitting that place, and 
his Excellency’s reply, above adverted to. 

(Signed.) CHARLES ELLIOT 


Inclosure 1 in No. 150. 


'«■ • • " 1 Public Notice texfTcr Majesty’s Subjects. 

Cantmn, May 11, 1839. 

THE Chief Superintendent yesterday received an Edict, of which the 
annexed is a copy*, to the joint address of the Consuls of the King of 
Holland, of the United States, and himself. . 4 

By this law, the ships and crews of all nations, henceforward arriving 
in China, are liable to the penalties, the first of confiscation, and the last 
of death, upon the determination of this Government that they have 
-■ftiSroduced . % 


•*: A , V' - * 



412 


The danger ,of confiding to this Government the administration of 
any judicial process concerning foreigners, can scarcely be more strikingly 
manifested than in the list of names'lately proscribed by the High 
Commissioner. 

Evidence^ that: has been good to satisfy his Excellency that, these 
sixteen persons are principal parties concerned jn introducing opium, and 
therefore to justify their detention as hostages, would, of course, be equally 
good for oilier convictions of the like nature. t 

It may lit; taken to be certain, however, that the listbefntains the 
names of persons who have never been engaged in such pursuits, or, let it 
be added, in any other contraband practice. 

Jn investigation upon such subjects, the Chinese authorities would, 
probably, bo guiltless of any deliberate intention to commit acts of 
juridical spoliation and murder. r llut, it is plain that, in the present state 
of the intercourse, there would be excessive risk of such consequences ; 
and therefore the present law is incompatible yvith safe or honourable 
continuance at Canton, if nothing else had happened id establish the 
same conclusion. 

It places, in point of fact, the lives, liberty, and property of the whole 
foreign community here, at the mercy of any reckless foreigners outside, 
and more immediately at the disposal of the llong merchants, linguists, 
compradores, and their retainers. 

The Chief Superintendent by no means ascribes general wickedness 
to those parties, but their situation and liabilities make them very unsafe- 
reporters, and yet it is mainly upon their reports that the judgment of 
the Government will he taken. 

It will be particularly observed, that persons remaining arc understood 
by the Government to assent to the reasonableness of the law. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent of the trade of 
British Subjects in China. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 150, 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

ClfOO, by special appointment, Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo, issues 
commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

He has now received from their Excellencies Lin, High Imperial 
Commissioner and Governor of Hookwang, and Tang, Governor of the 
two Kwang, the following official injunction:— 

“ It appears on record, that in the 10th month of last year, an English 
foreigner, named lanes, residing at CantOo, having formed a combination 
with Kelefat, master of a foreign vessel, bobght of the latter opium, which, 
being brought to Canton, was seized; and on trial, the facts being ascer¬ 
tained, the said foreigners were together ordered away. It was after¬ 
wards duly reported by the senior merchants, TIowqua and his fellows, 
that on the 15th of December, they hud themselves proceeded to Wham¬ 
poa, anil expelled out of the port Kelefat and his vessel; that Ihncs had 
also on the same day gone to Macao, to embark on board ship, and return 
to his country. 

“ At.that time, I, the Governor, in conjunction with the Lieutenant- 
Governor, made a supplementary representatiqn of these circumstances to 
the throne, as is on record. 

“On the present occasion, we, the High Commissioner and the 
Governqr, having ourselves repaired to the entrance of the port, to 
receive the deliveries of opium From all the store-ships, sent at the same 
time civil and military officers to Macao, to command the Procurador to 
deliver up whatever opium there was there laid up. The said Portuguese v .» 
chief man has formally represented, ‘that the foreigners of his country 
have no opium whatever laid up there; but that just now&ari English 
Kpreigner had clandestinely brought some opium into Macao, which the 
ihf'itsinor had seized and handed over to the Englisti,Superintendent, to be 

' Slivered up.’ ^-4 Ski -- ; -V '& .... . ' '■ \' 



V< *“ While investigation of this matter was yet . in progress, upon the 
5th: day of the present month, a small boat, with' eight chests on board, 
came up to.Shaken to deliver the >ame. We then Sent the officers deputed, 
to receive, with directions to make inquiry of Johnston. Whereupon. 
Gutzlalf gave for answer, that this opium was conveyed by the master of 
the boat Bombay, for account of lanes, into Macao; and \yas sewed by 
the Governor of Macao, who sent it under charge of the Portuguese 
foreign soldiers, having Innes in custody, to be given into Johnston's 
hands,*for*delivery to government. This statement corresponds precisely 
with the representation of the Portuguese foreign chief man*. 

“The said foreigner Junes, having been expelled from Canton and 
sent to Macao, in the winter of last year, for having dealings in opium, 
had* a fortunate escape from the net of the laws of the Celestial 
Empire. But he has not been at all aroused to gratitude or reformation, 
nor has he taken an early departure, but has dared to protract for a 
long time.his stay, aiming at clandestine ends as of old. He is really in 
an excessive degree removed from all reform, and abandoned to depravity. 
At this period of extremely strict investigation, how can he meet with 
any further indulgent forbearance, by which he would be induced to give 
full license to his craft (id devices? 

“We proceed hereon, to give these commands, enjoining the Prefect 
immediately to convey commands to the said Superintendent, in obedience 
to which he is with instant speed to take Innes, and with severity expel 
him hence to his own country. , He must not allow hint for one moment to 
linger. * 

“ It is requisite that it should be" known that the baneful and per¬ 
vading evil of opium has wholly arisen from the gain-seeking aims after 
clandestine ends of such men as Innes. The said Superintendent 
having enjoyed the kind, the tender, and abundant goodness of the great 
Emperor, and having had reposed in him the confidence of his Sovereign, 
who has sent him to Kwanglung to punish and restrain the merchants and 
seamen, to labour with a respectful sense of duty, and with diligence, to 
this end, is what his station requires of him in the utmost degree. Innes 
having now thus persisted in evil, and refused to repent, it may then be 
known that he (the Superintendent) will not, in the slightest degree, seek 
to pass it over with connivance, whereby lie would render himself criminal, 
by derogation from his duty# and indulgence towards evil. Besides, as 
the matter concerns a report to the throne, so long as limes does not 
move, so long we, the Commissioner and the Governor, cannot stay our 
hands. 

“ At the same time, let the time of his being expelled and driven back 
to his country be speedily reported for careful examination. 

“ Further, these eight chests receivable, having been a seizure made 
by the Portuguese foreigners^ do not form part of the 20,283 chests, the 
amount originally stated.' r Cet this lie also made known to the said. 
Superintendent, that there may be no opposition.” 

He (the Prefect) having received this, proceeds to issue commands. 
[The last four paragraphs of the Commissioner’s and Governor’s docu¬ 
ment are here repeated word for vyord.J A Special edict. 

Taoukwang, 19t.li year, 3rd month, 25th day. (8th May, 1839.) 

(L.S.) of the Kwang-Chow-Foo. 

Trye Translation. 

,;/?•■ ■ ..i> (Signed).' J. Robt. Morrison, *• 

* Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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• Inclosure 3 in No. 150. 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner and the Governor of Canton. 

\ 

Canton, May 9, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c., &ic., in reply to your Excellencies’ communication of. 
the 8th instant, feds compelled to declare, that under the aggravated cir¬ 
cumstances now set forth, the commands that Mr. Innes should forthwith 
sail away from the empire, are just and moderate. And most assuredly 
he will not delay to forward him the most, solemn injunctions, in the name 
of the Sovereign of his nation, immediately to comply with them. 

The date of his embarkation and departure shall be faithfully re¬ 
ported to your Excellencies. 

The 8 chests of opium seized from Mr. Imics by the Governor of 
Macao, and handed to Johnston for delivery to tTic honourable officers, do 
not form part of the original 20,283 chests. 

The whole quantity now to be delivered up, will be 20,291 chests. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Tnolosure 4 in No. 150. 

Captain Elliot to Mr. James Junes. 

Sir, Canton, May 9, 1839. 

I HAVE this day received an official communication from this 
Government, the translation of which is now forwarded. 

A copy of my reply' is also forwarded. 

And hereupon I have,most solemnly to charge you. by your duty to 
the Queen, and for the general safety of nil Her Majesty’s subjects, and of 
the rest of the foreign community here ai\d at Macao, forthwith to em¬ 
bark, and to depart from the* shores of this empire with all practicable 
speed. 

You will do me the favour to report to me, by the first opportunity, the 
name of the vessel on board of which you embark, and the probable period 
of your departure. 

Copies of these communications will be forwarded to the Governor of 
Macao. 

I will not aggravate, by one word of reproach, the distress 1 am sure 
you must feel for having so painfully increased the risks and embarrass¬ 
ments of the whole foreign community, by these pursuits, at such a 
moment as the present. 

The single approach to reparation left to you, is to depart peacefully 
and speedily. With feelings of sincerest concern for you, 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent . 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 150. 

Captain Elliot to Don Adriao Accacio da Silveira Pinto, 
Portuguese Governor of Macao. 


Canton ? May 9, 1839. 

THE Undersigned, &c., &c., has the honour to transmit to your 
Excellency the translated copy Af a paper he has this day received from 
the High Commissioner and the Governor of Canton, demanding the 
immediate departure of Mr. limes, a British subject, from this empire. 

Your Excellency will observe by tlic'aceompanying copy of his reply, 
and of a letter the Undersigned has this day addressed to Mr. limes, that 
he cannot but assent to the moderation and justice of this demand. And 
he owes it to your Excellency, with a view to the safety of Macao, not 
only to submit this correspondence, but to request in urgent, terms, that 
your Excellency will be pleased to desire Mr. Innes to leave Macao within 
the space of twenty-four hours. 

The Undersigned cannot touch upon the shameless and unfeel¬ 
ing proceedings of some of bis countrymen outside, at the actual crisis, 
.without thanking your Excellency for the great consideration extended 
towards them : a consideration however, to which they are not entitled, 
and which he trusts will be effectually withdrawn from such persons. 

The Undersigned, with sentiments of high consideration, has the 
honour. &, c. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 150.. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Contort, Map &4, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c., &tc., having now fully accomplished his pledges to this 
CrovcTnm^at. >» the delivery of the whole amount of the opium ; and being 
in bad health, has the honour to inform your Excellency that it is his 
purpose to take his departure from Canton this day, and proceed in his 
own boat to Macao, lie begs at the same time to take leave of your 
Excellency. 

And lie has the honour, &ic., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 150. 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CITOO, by special appointment. Prefect of Kwang Chow Coo, issues 
commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

lie has just, now rewived the within commands from Tang, the 
Governor of the two Kwang. 

“Upon the 21th May, 1839, the English Superintendent, Elliot, 
presented the subjoined .address 

f The, address of Map 21 (Inclosure 7) is here inserted .] 

“This having been duly received, 1, the Governor, have considered it. 

“ before, at the lime of removing the guard, it was directed that the 
said Superintendent should leave Canton, in order to conduct the delivery 
of the opium ; but on the ground that all the foreigners remaining at Can¬ 
ton still required to be controlled and restrained, he did not at once prefer 
his request, to depart. At this time, being in bad health, he lias presented 
his address of leave. It. is surely right that, he should be permitted to go 
to Macao, that he may be enabled to receive medical treatment. 

“ At present, although the opium has been all delivered to the amount 
before staled, yet the High Commissioner and I, the Governor, have still 
many matters regarding which to direc t him to act. The said Superin¬ 
tendent having a respectful sense of duty, and being able in action, must, 
hasten to recover his health-speedily, lie must not delay, and while ho 
has been ready at the first, be found lacking at the last. 

“Let him also, on his arrival at Macao, faithfully and truly examine; 
and if the foreigners of every nation residing at Macao arc; guilty of 
secreting any opium, he must instantly command them, one and all, to 
deliver up the entire quantity. It is of importance that no remnant of the 
evil be left. 

“ I proceed at, once to give, these commands. When they reach the 
Prefect, let him instantly enjoin them on the said Superintendent Elliot, 
that he may pay obedience. Let there be no opposition. Hasten? 
Hasten!” 

The above having reached the Prefect, he forthwith issues the 
commands. When they reach the said Superintendent Elliirt, let him pay 
immediate obedience. Oppose not. A special order. 

Taoukvvang, 19th year, dvh month, 12th day. (21th May, 1839.) 

True Translation. • 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, 
i Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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No. 151. 

' V ^ 4 

’ Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 21, 1839.y 

My Lord, ‘ V Macao, May 29, ,1839. 

THE inclosed is a Memorial, signed by most of Her Majesty’s 
subjects lately resident at Canton, submitted to me for transmission to 
your Lordship; and I beg leave respectfully to recommend the subject to 
the early and favourable consideration of Ilcr Majesty’s Government. 

1 have, &,c„ 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT,. 

* Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure in No. 151. 

Memorial from Her Majesty's Subjects to Viscount Palmerston. 

Canton, May 23, 1839. 

WE. the Undersigned British merchants, trading at Canton, consider 
it our duty to address your Lordship, regarding' the recent acts of 
aggression on the part of the Chinese Government. 

These acts of violence, which will be officially communicated to your 
Loidship by Her Majesty's Superintendent, consist— 

1. In the stoppage of the whole legal trade of Ihe port, even of vessels 
fully laden, Jaiul waiting only their port-clearances, and against which no 
ground of complaint is alleged. 

2. In the forcible detention in Canton, of all foreigners, including Her 
Majesty’s Superintendents, in order to compel the supposed holders of 
opium to the surrender of property belonging to themselves, and others 
in India and Europe, to the value of from two to three millions sterling. 

3. In the open and undisguised threat to hold foreigners responsible 
with their lives for this surrender, and foe any future infraction of the 
Chinese custom laws. 

4. In the attempt to force foreigners to sign bonds, rendering not only 
themselves, but all others coming to China, over whom they have no 
controul, liable to the same penalty, and on the refusal on the part of 
foreigners to sign such bonds, in the promulgation of an edict by the 
High Commissioner, declaratory of the determination of the Government 
to enforce such penalty. 

We may be permitted to state that all foreigners reside in Canton on 
sufferance; that they have no means of ascertaining the laws, except from 
the acts of the Provincial Government: and that" the opium trade has 
steadily increased from an import of 4,100 chests in 1796, to upwards of 
30,000 in 1837, with the open and undisguised connivance of the local 
authorities. 

The importation of opium into China was at one time allowed on 
payment of a duty, but discontinued in I79G. Its admission was again 
strongly recommended to the Imperial Government in 1836. No penalties 
have ever been enforc ed against foreigners bringing it to China, and the 
prohibitory laws have never been a rule to the functionaries of the Chinese 
empire, who should have administered thaw** nor to the Chinese people on 
whom they were intended to operate, which facts are openly admitted in 
the recent edicts of the Imperial Commissioner, under date the 18th March 
last, in which he states, “that the prohibitions formerly enacted by the 
Celestial Court against opium were comparatively lax,” and that “ the 
foreigners are men from distant lands, and have not before been aware 
that the prohibition of opium is so severe.” „ 

. v ,. We may further state that the peculiar character of the opium trade 
was distinctly recognized in the Report of the ‘Selept Committee of the 
.House of Commons, in 1830, and that jin the su^^dhnt^p^rjt, in 1832, 



the Committee express their opinion that it docs not seem advisable to 
abandon so important a source of revenue as the East India Company’s 
monopoly of opium in Bengal.”. 

We conceive it will therefore be admitted that British subjects 
have carried on this trade with the sanction, implied, if npt openly 
expressed, of their own Government; and at the same time with an 
advantage to the revenue of British India, varying of late years from one 
to one and a half millions sterling. 

*Wedo not attempt to deny the unquestionable right of the Chinese 
Government to put a stop to the importation of opium, and have readily 
signed an agreement to abstain from that trade at Canton, on the first 
requisition of the Government to that effect; but. we think your Lordship 
will perceive that long prescription had hitherto given foreigners ample 
reason to question the sincerity of the Chinese Government with regard to 
the discontinuance of the importation • and that, under any circumstances, 
that Government cannot be justified, by the lax observance of prohi¬ 
bitions, and open connivance of its officers, in at one firm' fostering a 
trade involving several millions sterling, and at another rendering its 
pursuit a pretext for spoliation. 

There seems no reason to doubt, from the late proceedings of the 
local Government, that they have always had the power most materially 
to check, if not totally to put a stop to, the importation of opium, when 
disposed so to do; but that power has seldom hitherto been exercised, 
except for the purpose of exacting higher fees for its introduction. 

The proceedings of the High Commissioner, since his arrival in 
Canton, will be fully reported to your Lordship by Her Majesty's Super¬ 
intendent; but we may observe, that his demand for the unconditional 
surrender of the whole of the opium in the depot, ships, was one with 
which foreigners could not comply, the great bulk of that opium being the 
property of others in India and elsewhere; and they were equally unable 
to give the Kurds required. 

' The High Commissioner finding, at the expiration of three days, the 
time within which he had ordered the whole of the opium to be delivered 
up, and the bonds to be given, that his orders had not been obeyed, sent 
the Hong merchants in chains to the foreign factories, threatening to put 
them to death before our doors, and at the same time commenced other 
menacing preparations against the foreigners themselves. 

At this stage, of the business, Her Majesty’s Chief Superintendent 
arrived in Canton. 

We feel it our duty to express to your Lordship our deep sense of the 
public spirit which induced this officer, at no inconsiderable risk, to 
endeavour to rescue British life and property from a position of fearful 
jeopardy; and wc may assure your Lordship, that but one feeling existed 
of the extreme peril of the whole community, when he succeeded in forcing 
his way to Canton, and took charge of all responsibility in the negotiations 
with the Chinese Government. 

Although the measures of Her Majesty’s Representative have relieved 
us from all responsibility, in surrendering so large an amount, of property, 
we may still be allowed respectfully, but earnestly, to entreat your Lord¬ 
ship’s mediation to obtain the earliest possible fulfilment of the guarantee 
given on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government, and thus be the means of 
saving many of the owners of the property from inevitable ruin, and all of 
them from heavy loss. • . 

We deem it also an imperative duty to assure your Lordship most 
solemnly of our firm conviction, that the public approval, on the part of 
Her Majesty’s Government, ft f* this prompt-interposition of Her Majesty’s 
Representative, and the early adoption of such measures as the wisdom of 
Her Majesty’s advisers may determine on. with regard to our future rela¬ 
tions with the Chinese empire, can alone avert the occurrence of similar, 
*or i vCu more violent outrages. 

We beg further to state to your Lordship, that, independently of 
the opium now violently seized, there was at the same period British fjjrb-' 
perty of other kinds in* Canton,, to the value of upwards of one million ,, 
sterling, besides a largdan'd valCible fleet of shipping lying at Whampoa, 

,v.' vs- X H 9. ■ . 
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consigned to otir care, bnt totally beyond our controul: and although this 
property was not alleged to have incurred any penalty, the High Commis¬ 
sioner never attempted to distinguish the participators in the one trade, 
from those in the other, but placed both under one common suspeusioh, 
and the whole body of foreigners in arbitrary confinement. • 

AftA- the completion of the delivery of the opium surrendered, the 
High Commissioner has expressed an intention of .opening the legal trade, 
under new regulations; but circumstances do not justify us in entertaining 
the expectation that these regulations will alford any securityfpr life or 
property. 

We therefore think your Lordship will be convinced that some 
serious alterations in our relations with this empire are indispensably 
necessary; and that British coiftincrce can never be safely carried on, ;yid 
certainly can never flourish, in a country where our persons and property 
are alike at the mercy of a capricious and corrupt Government. 

In conclusion, it only remains for us again to urge upon your Lord¬ 
ship and Her Majesty's Government, the great importance, of an early 
recognition of our claims on account of the opium surrendered for Her 
Majesty’s service; and the pressing and paramount necessity of placing 
the general trade of British subjects upon a secure and permanent basis. 

(Signed) 


Dent and Co. 

Lindsay and Co. 

Bell and Co. 

Mac: Vicar and Co. 

Dirom and Co. 

Guvu f Livingston, anil Co. 
Charles Compton. 

D. M. Rustomj ee. 

Pro .Jamieson and How, 

AV II.T.IAM Almack. 

AV. and 1. Ge.mmi.ll and Co. 
Bntitv, Adam, and Co. 

Turner and C'o. 

Robert Wise, Holliday, and Co. 

IIKERJ KKiniO V RliSTOMJEE. 
IIoRMAJKE FllAMJEE. 

SlIASMKSUAW RuSTOMJEE. 

-CoW ASJEE pALLANJEE. 

Bom a \j ee Hosonojee. 

-P ALAN JEE NASSERWANJEE. 

CoW AS JEE KnULJEE. 

COWASJEE SllAPOORJEE TaBACKJ 


Bl’ IIJOOJEE Ma nockjee 
Damei.l and Co. 

Fr A V J EE I) A DAB IIO V. 

Bojuanuee M anockjee. 

Cowaj ee Sa poor j ee. 

Sackiujson Budroooen. 

Burjoujee Sura bj ee. 

Nasskrw an j ee Fr a m j ee. 
Nasserwan jee Dor a bj c.e. 
Nasserwanjee Bomanjee Inadej. 
Dossabuoy 1 Loumusjee. 

Pkstonjee Ruttonjee Laroff. 
Abodin and Sumsoodin. 

Framjets Sumsobjee. 

Cowasjee Proa jee. 

Pkstonjee Norooajee. 

J A MSET.r EE RuSTOMJEE. 

Bom a n j ee Byr am j ee. 

Curketjee Sapoorjee. 
Nasserwanjee Douabjee. 
Jamsetjee Kuuljee. 

And other Parsec merchants 
yi/iose signature are undeci¬ 
pherable. 


No. 152; 

Captain *Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received December 9, 1839.) 


My Lord, Macao, June 14, 1839. 

THE inrlosures form the continuation of a.correspondence with. Mr. Innes, 
the earlier pait of which has already been transmitted in my despatch of May 1% 
The demand of the Commissioner’and the Governor, that he should depart, 
was founded on the tiansactions of December last, already reported to your 
Lordship, as will at once appear by reference to Inclosure No. 2 in my despatch 
W the 18th ult. 
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.r; 4 i Upon the understanding or agreement with the Htmg merchanta, to which; 
Mr. InncS adverts in his- letter of the 29th. May, it is ;only necessary to nemank,! 
either that he entirely.misconceived them, or that the’y easily deceived him. 

At all events,-it is certain tliat they were wholly .without power to enter 
into such an agreement;that nothing of the kind exists in a. tangible form; and 
that Bowqua (the survivor of the merchants mentioned'-by M>’. 1 lines)' assured 
me it was a mistake fro&» beginning to end, adding .'the expression of his 
strongest belief, that the Governor must have removed-Mr. Inucs by force, if he 
had wot gopc out by peaceable means. I entertain a similar opinion, and the 
more strongly, because 1 was frequently asked at the time By the merchants, 
whether 1 should remonstrate upon the part of Her Majesty’s Government, if his 
forcible expulsion became necessary. 

• . I replied, certainly not, if the measures of the Chinese Government were 
confined to that step, because I believed it would be thought, by my own, to be, 
a reasonable and moderate expiation > of the. offences he had committed; but I 
impressed upon them my conviction, that Mr, Iunes's imprisonment, or any pro¬ 
ceedings of a still more urgent nature, would assuredly produce serious difficul¬ 
ties between the two countries. 

It is highly probable the merchant:; said and believed, that alter a quiet, 
residence at Macao, and abstinence from illicit pursuits for some considerable 
period of time, he might return unobtrusively to Canton, and live there un¬ 
molested by the authorities, so long, at least, as lie was currying oil no such 
course of contemptuous defiance of the laws of this country, and of common 
prudence and propriety, as had led to his expulsion in December. 

Concerning the particular transaction which produced the present measures 
of the Government in his respect, I will only say, that Mr. limcs’s refusal to 
declare that the opium in the Bombay , on the 11th April last, was there for 
purposes of storage, and not,for delivering to Chinese, is a highly suspicious cir¬ 
cumstance; the more so,* when it is coupled with a similar refusal to deny that 
he was extensively engaged in pursuits of the kind, pending our late confinement 
at Canton, as was notoriously supposed to he the case by, 1 will venture to say, at 
least seven-f ights of the whole foreign community in China. 

I have acted, my Lord, ou this occasion, upon the principle, that the demand 
of the Chinese Government "<is just., and reasonable ; that it was necessary for 
the safety of this settlement, then menaced, and for the safety of the foreign 
community then confined in Canton. ■ 

The proceedings of this gentleman and the other reckless individuals within 
the river, and, at the factories,. brought to a close in December last, had very 
nearly led to an armed,search, of those buildings pending our late captivity at 
Canton. . 

It was with the utmost difficulty, my Lord, that I averted a measure which 
could never have been carried into effect without bloodshed; and the pahtful 
anxiety noticed, in my letter ty Mr. lanes, of the 23rd .May last, arose from my 
belief, ; thatit was aimed particularly at his late dwelling-house, in which I had 
every reason to suppose opiunpuJas then lying; how weil-lounded, need not now 
be declared! 


When I am called* upon, by the command of Her Majesty’s Government, 
to defend myself against Mr. Imios’s charges, I entertain a confidence, that it 
will be in my" power todo so successfully; but, for the present, I owe it to your 
Lordship, pressed with the most iufpoitaut business of the country, and, let me 
most respectfully add. to utyself, to close my report at tins point, with the hope 
that the case carries the justification of the, only measure 1 have taken upon the 
face of it, namely, an injunction to Mr. In lies to depart from the shores of this 
Empire, in conformity, with what, l am. satisfied, are the just vend reasonable 
demands of its Government. Whether he docs so or not, is a matter which will 
need further interference or n<it »as his continuance affects the general safety or 
bis own.* But l have long since determined to incur the responsibility of appre¬ 
hending his person, whenever I see reason to think that his defiance of the 
authority of the Chinese Government is dangerous to the safety*"i the com¬ 
mit nity-and public interests under my superintendence; and l depend,-vyith 
confidence, bn the support of Rfer Majesty’s Government in all such emergencies, 
i" • ■ ■■ I have, &c-; 


(Signed),- 


CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 
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Inclosure 1 in No*. 152. 

Mr. Innes to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Macao Roads, May 17, 1839. 

* 

I HAD tlur honour to receive your letter, of date Canton, 8tlf irtstant, this 
evening, and its accompanying translations of Chinese documents. 

As to matters previous to loth December last, my departure that day for 
Macao being recognized by the then Chinese authorities, as an expiation of any 
supposed offence on my part, previous to that is a shut book. 

Were the facts alter that date, as you now narrate them, I should pause ere 
I adopted your order to embark for ahother country, and leave the heavy affairs 
intrusted to mb in China without a head in such times as these; but as the whole 
transaction, as stated by you on Chinese authority, 4s an entire fnbiication, I 
write the affair as it took place, and give you my proofs opposite to each 
assertion. 

So placed, 1 leave it to you, whether you will or not endeavour to open the 
eyes of the Imperial Commissioner; you will do in that as you see fitting. 

As I, however, thus produce proof to \ou, beyond the shadow of a doubt, 
of the falsehood of the charge you narrate against me, I submit to you, that I 
expect from your justice, not from favour, a recal of your order to embark 
myself for England ! as yui, by such order, add the authority of iny own 
country, in doing wrong, to any illicit act the Commissioner may attempt 
ngainst me. 

I also expect from your good feeling an explicit retraction of your aver¬ 
ment, that I have designedly added to the mist vies of the Canton residents. 

After deliberate perusal of the Notes of Proof subjoined, and after any 
inquiry you may please to institute of tic witnesses I name, I shall anxiously 
look for your answer, as, by the tenor of it, my future conduct may be somewhat 
guided. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES INNES* 


Inclosure 2 in No. 152. 


Notes of the Facts connected with Eight Chests of Patna Opium, delivered at the 
Bocca Tigris, from the Schooner Bombay, to Mr. Johnston, on 5th May, 
1839. 

AVKRMKNT. PROOF. 

1. ON the 8th April, these chests of opium, then in the 

Hercules, were made over to J. innes by a Portu- J. P. Sturgis, Esq. 
guese subject. 


2. The Hercules having to go tip to Bocca Tigris, and 
these chests forming no portion of her delivery, 
they were taken out of the Hercules and put into 
the schrfoncr Jardine for safety. On the 10th, the 
Jardine being under orders to go east, to oi'der 
back ships on the coast, this opium wa< thken from 
her, and put into the Bombay, with a view to 
transhipment bn the Rob Roy. The weather came 
,..on to blow, and on the lith, the Bombay run in 
||Jor shelt:*r, close to the Praya Grande, and within-a 
||J00 yards of a Chinese war junk. -On that niaht, 
Ubetwist 9 and 11 o'clock, the Bombay was robbed of 
ikflter opium by a band of armed English sailors. 


Captain Denholm, of 
Jardine. 


Six prisoners in Jail. 



The Governor. 
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3. The morning of the 12th, Sr. Barret to and J. Inncs, 
as soon as the robbery was heard of, waited on the 
Governor of Macao, and complained of the robbery. 
The Governor advised a criminal action to he raised 
before the Judge (or Minister) ; this was done, and 
its results is six prisoners in the Macao jail, acknow- 
ledgcdly guilty ! and the recovery of the opium. 


The Judge. 

The Record of the 
Criminal Cfourt. 
Sr. Barretto. 


4. No*illegal act being done by J. Inncs, he applied, 
by petition, to the Judge for restoration of tlu* pro¬ 
perty he had been robbed of. The Judge evaded 
this, not because it was unjust, but from fear of the 
. Chinese Government. A compromise ultimately took 
place, by which it was agreed tlu: opium should bo 
given up to Mr. Inncs, on condition lu: surrendered 
it to Captain Elliot, and produced Mr. Johnston's 
receipt, stipulating tlttt two Macao Custom-house 
officers should attend tTie Bomb ay, which stipulations 
were duly fullillcd. 


JTbe Judge. 

Sr. Barretto. 
Sr. B. de Mello. 


Sr. Assiz. 

Sr. B. de Mello. 

Mr. Johnston. 


5. MK Innes went up to the Bocca Tigris under no 
restraint! The schooner was his; the six sailors 
and master paid by him ; the Custom-House Officers 
were fed by him; and on l;is return to Macao, lie 
presented these men with#twonty-five dollars, being 
above their usual wages. 


Everson, Master of 
Bombay. 

Officers. 

Sr. Ii. de Mello. 


(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


luclosurc 3 in No. 152. 

Mr. Innes to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Macao Roads, May 19, 1839. 

IN making tip your mind ih the truth or falsehood of the recent Chinese 
information against me, Hjc pleased to give the inclosed such weight as it deserves, 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 152. 

Sr. Band to to Mr. Innes. 

Sir, Macao, May 18, 1839. 

I AM both surprised and sorry that the Chinese Government have given 
a false statement about your eight’ chests, and that upon the strength of it. 
Captain Elliot has ordered your deportation. 

I do not think the Macao Government can he to blame on tbe matter; in 
the first chop on the subject, from the Portuguese to the Chinese Authorities, 
no names were mentioned; a foreigner was the phrase used; and iYi the second, 
Kent is named as the principal robber. This, as far us I know, is the real 
truth. • * 

Braz says you/ cooly is still in confinement, but has not confessed 
anything; and the Mandarins are investigating the business; llie result of course 
is uncertain. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) B. BARRETTO. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 152. 

Captain Elliot to Sir. Inries. 

Sir, v Cunton, May 23, 1839. 

• . - 

YOUR letters of the, 17th and 19th reached me late last evening. 

I cannot agree with you that your departure froth Macao has, at any time, 
been considered ^by the Chinese Authorities, to be an expiation of pftbrtees on 
your part, previous, to^the 15th December last. In my judgment, the reverse of 
this position is established in the. translation of the official paper lately sent 
to you. And 1 have other strong reasons for believing that you could never 
have returned to Canton to reside, without inducing serious public inconvenience. 
My own assent to the justice and moderation of the present demand that you 
should leave the country, referred clyelly to the events of December last, and 
the commands then issued. And upon these grounds, I must decline to 
make any further communication to the Commissioner upon that subject. 

The unfortunate course of conduct which led to your expulsion in December, 
has occasioned me, as Ihc officer of your country, some of the most wretched 
moments I ever passed in my life, during my present residence in Canton. 

Your word of honour that the opium in the Bombay, was there for the 
purposes of storage, and not with any intention of delivery to Chinese, during the 
existence of the difficulties at Canton, would have been perfectly satisfactory to 
ine. And if Jam dearly to understand that this assurance is involved in the 
notes now forwarded to me, I can have no* hesitation in declaring that my 
previous impressions on that point arc removed. 

I ant also ready (and it will afford me gratification to do so) explicitly to 
retract any expressions 1 have used in my letter to you, founded upon the belief 
,that you had been engaged in the notorious and daflgerous smuggling pursuits 
below, pending the actual state of things at Canton, if you will transmit me an 
explicit declaration upon your honour, that you have been in no wise concerned 
in the traffic, for yourself or for others, either at Macao, or immediately outside, 
during the period to which I advert. 

1 must now once more urgently charge you in Her Majesty’s name, for 
public considerations of pressing moment, to leave the shores of this Empire as 
soon as possible; and for the general safety anil convenience, l must further call 
upon you by no means to attempt to come to Cauton, or to land at Macao, 
during the interval that the conclusion of indispensably arrangements may still 
detain you on the coast. 

In conclusion, you will give me leave to correct two cases of misapprehension 
in your letter of the 17th instant. 

In the first place, I have never ordered you to go to England. 

Ami in the second, I have never averred that you designedly added to the 
miseries of the Canton residents. 

‘I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosurc G in No. 152. 
Mr. Lines to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, Macao Roads, May 30, 1839. 

YOUR favour of date. 23rd May, only came to my hand ..yesterday, but it 
is due to you to say the delay Was not caused, hy you. s ' 

You* are pleased , to express dissent as to ^ny settlement'witli the local 
authorities j.n Canton, in December,"being a final one. ,‘liet us dxijtnibe whether 
yom^ifffscnl..is founded on any grounds so good as xtif ^Mtioh‘that it was 
finabrxow ,W{is in no respect a pa^ty to that agreement! I was! On the 
part of *jie Governor of Canton, Howqva and Mowqua acted, and for me; and. 
whose ^flames I inclose in a separate seined paper, a»4 to. these parties . I refer 
shot to , ove that an essential |wrt~of 'tivat ~agr«t»piettt.was a quiet domicile at 
•* in he meanwhile, with a return to, Canton at: po .distant period, and 
• ; nf fc .> 4 lO\V past 1 



In return for this, I gave value, at the time, viz., a withdrawal from Canton 
without violence, and so opening trade Which Was iitydo to depend oh that. I 
^ kept my portion of the bargain, the Chinese break, theirs,—and without hearing* 
' me, -you assist them in this breach of faith by a penal enactment. 

’ Now; $r, Macao. It appears to me that you aro not aware that selling 
opium in Macao up to a very recent date was as lawful as any other commodity; 
—:SO long as it was lawful,' I landed at the Macao Custdiri-House'considerable 
..quantities when I sold, but the day it became illegal, I ceased to do so, and 
never more*or less acted contrary to the Macao rules. 1 % 

On the 11th April,Hhe day the Bombay was robbed, no order or caution 
of yours had reached Macao, and my bperation was strictly customary and lawful. 

. | The, Itn-Cha accuses me falsely of a contraband act, and'without hearing 
. mtf, you. again come to his aid with a penal order. T go out of the course of 
what is usual, and disprove that which it was ^our duty to prove against ' the 
before passing sentence, and after such disproof you refuse to recall your order 
for leaving China. Is it in accordance with ithe spirit or the law. of England for 
a high Magistrate to act thus ?. In all criminal charges, it is the business of the 
Magistrate to prove the crime and then punish. On the authority of a Chinese, 
(and the faith, in which sort of proof yoii yourself in a public Edict expressly 
threw doubt upon,) you unheard inflict punishment ; and when proof of innocence 
is offered, you refuse to retract. This is highly unjust and oppressive. I have 
no other remedy than to test public opinion by the press. As to your reference 
to word of honour betwixt a Magistrate and an alleged offender, it is highly 
irregular, and no one who respeots his honour, will pledge it in a matter where, 
doing so, lie may be held by frhc world to prefer his interest to his honour. 

Your order to leave China, except as it strengthens the tyrannical acts of 
the Chinese Commissioner, and as it induces the frightened Governor of Macao 
to withhold his protection from me, and to which 1 am equally well entitled with 
yourself, is waste paper, because you will not find .any master of a ship so insane as 
to desert, me against my will; and I give you distinctly to understand, that 
looking on your Order as illegal, I shall land and stay in China whenever I 
consider it prudent to do so, without any reference to you; though it would 
have been more respectable for you, and more pleasant for me, to have received 
from your justice what I shall'take for your weakness. 

Besides your orders, you favour me with your opinion on morals ; nowmy 
age: having passed the better period of my life amongst the civilized and the 
educated, and above all, an Inward monitor, with whom I seldom quarrel, enables 
me to compare your opinion of morals with my own, and yours in the balance is 
wanting; so in any future letters it will save you time, and me temper, if you 
abide closely by your instructions under the law as Her Majesty’s Superin¬ 
tendent, and which orders, when legally given, no subjects of the Crown will be 
more obedient to. 

(Signed) haVC ’ JAMES INNES. 


IncloSure 7 in No. 152. 

Mr. Innes to Captain Elliot. 

+May 30, 1839. 

W. JARDINE and'James Mathcson, Esqs., acted for me in my settlement 
at Canton, in December last, *hftd both will testify that a quiet residence at 
Macao meanwhile, and return to Canton at no distant period, formed an essential 
■ part of. that agreement.. 

% I am, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 
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, Inclosure 8 in No 152. 

Mr. Innes to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, ' , Macao Roads, June 12,1839. 

INCLOSED I send jou the verified copy of a petition to Her Majesty in 
Council, complaining of your conduct towards me, which petition I have ponsi- 
dcred it my duty Co transmit for presentation. ... * ' 

I am, &c., 

• j - (Signed) JAMES INNES. 


To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

Macao Roads, Austen, June 8, 1839. 

*.J * 

THE Humble Petition of .lames Times, British born subject, and at present 
a merchant in China. 

Petitions and complains unto your Majesty, of the unlawful acts of your 
Majesty’s Chief Superintendent in China, Captain Charles Elliot, and that, under 
the following circumstances: 

That your Petitioner has been thirteen years resident in Chinn, during 
which period he has traded considerably in Opium, which traffic has been like¬ 
wise followed by at least nine-tenths of your Majesty’s subjects resorting to 
China. That your Petitioner in the above period has sold opium to the licensed 
Hongj merchants, and lias delivered opium to the boats of his Excellency the 
Governor of Canton, and to many other Government officers. In November last, 
the Chinese Government commenced severe measures to prevent the importation 
of opium into China, and in the course of that Government’s proceedings had 
your Petitioner met with loss or personal inconvenience, your Petitioner would 
not have considered himself entitled to any protection from your Majesty’s 
throne j hut your Majesty’s Chief Commissioner here having brought the weight 
of your Majesty’s authority in aid of the Chinese in this matter, and having also, 
as your Petitioner humbly submits, used such authority in a way not legal, yom 
Petitioner humbly approaches your Majesty’s throne, sanguine in hopes oi 
redress. 

Your Petitioner produces herewith papers printed aud verified on oath 
which will host explain the course followed by Captain Elliot; and to the said 
Captain Elliot another verified copy is served with a verified copy of this Petition. 

Your Petitioner referring to these Documents with submission, considers 
the interference of Captain Elliot with the sale or delivery of opium on the high 
spa, as beyond his powers, because the British Indian Government is supported m 
its monopoly of this article in its public sales under the declared intention that it 
v is meant for the Chinese market I therefore, by implication, it is fair to conclude, 
that as your Majesty and your faithful Lords and Commons support the Govern¬ 
ment of India in this trade, meant for China, it is bcyoifd the powers of a mere 
resident Consul of your Majesty to assert a right to make it illegal. 

Your Petitioner further says, that in his particular instance, Captain Elliot 
. has broken an essential principle of the British criminal Jaw in condemning him 
unheard and unconfronted with the witnesses against him;—That Captain Elliot 
has proceeded to punishment of a British subject, on the notoriously false evidence 
of Chinese! and the tattle of women! and on the gossip of men all pnsworn! 
Instead of proceeding on the sworn evidence of credible witnesses, and instead of 
allowing your Petitioner to disprove his alleged crime," Captain Elliot , took his 
proofs in secrecy, and condemned unheard! 

Your Petitioner further says, that had Captain Elliot possessed the physical 
power of departing him and had used it* in that case, your Petitioner would have 
sought his Redress in one of your Majesty’s Courts of Law, as is usual in such 
cases; hut here the indirect act of youtx Majesty’s Superintendent. bringing the 
awe of ygpr Majesty’s authority toMar oWne timid Governor of Macao, has had 
'.t^ cffplTof depriving your Peti^pot'"of the' protection of that friendly power 
which he., in common with every^subject or* your Majesty*® Crown, was entitled 
to,—the consequences are, being epigeE tp abapik>a'hl| hpusf in Macaol hiaheing 
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left a wanderer without shelter in a very distant and most unhospitable country ; 
the result of which is injurious to your Petitioner’s health! ruinous to his racr-jr'; 
cantile credit! and totally renders him incapable of carrying on his pursuits as, a’ 

S xnan'of business, which is his sole means of support; and this, without so far as 
your Petitioner is aware, his having broken one law of the British Government. 

Your Petitioner for these reasons, humbly implores your M.ljesty in Council, 
to issue instructions to ybur Majesty’s Superintendent in China, to retrace his 
his stfeps and to use the influence of your Majesty’s name to restore to yout 
Petitionef the protection, of the Portuguese Governor of Mac;fc>, or otherwise to 
do in the Premises as your Majesty and Council shall judge best. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray. ; 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


No. 153. 


Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston .— {Received December 2, 1839.) 

My Lord, Macao , July 8, 1839. 

THE inelosures 1 have the honour to submit, are— 

No. 1. A translation of the general receipt by the oflieers of the 
Chinese Government for 20,283 chests of opium; and four other documents, 

being— * ‘ 

First. (Inclosure 2).—Form of receipt granted by the Deputy Super¬ 
intendent at Chnenpee for the particular parcels of opium as they were 
delivered to him from the respective ships, and carried to the account of 
the surrendering individuals or firms. These receipts of Mr. Johnston were 
the vouchers I required for a title to my general receipt for the whole opium 
surrendered by each person or firm, and have been deposited in this 
office, as the general receipts were taken out. 

Second (Inclosure 3).—Is the form of my general receipt (on delivery 
of the above vouchers of Mr. Jolmston) to each British firm surrendering 
opium. 

Third (Inclosure 4).—-A form of the like kind granted to individual 
British merchants, not members of any firm. 

Fourth (Inclosure 5).—A form of the special receipt granted for opium, 
declared to be British owned, but surrendered by the citizens or subjects 
of foreign powers. 

I have submitted these forms in order that your Lordship may have 
before you in one view, the whole manner in which this' opium has been 
received and acknowledged, and of the precautions which it has been in 
my power to take towards the proof of British ownership. 

Requesting reference to the printed copy of my notice of the 
27th March affixed to each receipt, it has occurred to me that this 
is a convenient place to explain why I made use of the word “com¬ 
mand” in preference to “demand,” which l had originally intended. 
Upon attentive reflection, it seemed to me that the latter term implied less 
of unconditional constraint, than a bare “Command,” to a person actually 
in the situation of a close prisoner, which was my position at that moment. 
Upon the whole, therefore, I thought it right to adhere in the Chinese 
versions of all my addresses to the Government to the use of the identical 
character of insistance they used to me: and in all translations, and all 
public acts founded upon the measures of the Government, it appeared to 
me to be safest to employ'the English words most closely significant of 
the Chinese sense. ; • - 

r . I have, &c., * . 

^i) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent, 


ft I 2 
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Tnclosure 1 in Na. 153. 

Receipt given by the Chinese Authorities on the delivery of the Opium. 

THE Kwang-Chow-Foo and other officers deputed by the High Impe¬ 
rial C’ommissiouej; of the Celestial Court, regarding the receipt of clients 
of opium delivered up. 

It now appears that the English Deputy Superintendent Johnston 
has delivered .up,, from ota board the store-ships, twenty thousand two hun¬ 
dred and eighty-three chests of opium, examined and received the 6th day 
of the present month. . * ! 

We proceed, therefore,’ to give » scaled acknowledgment, as evidence 
of the fact. An acknowledgment highly necessary to be held. 

Given the 19th year of Taoukwang, 4th mouth, 16th day (18th May, 
1839). 

(L.S.) of the Kwang-Chow-Foo. 

No. 97. Issued the ninth day. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 153. 


.Form of Receipt granted by the Deputy Superintendent at Cheunpee. 


No. . 

Cheunpee 1839. 

Received on account of the Chief Superintendent 
of the Trade of British Subjects in China for delivery to 
the Chinese Government—the following Opium from 
Ship Master Chests Opium 

Marks and Quality as under—on account of 
order for Chests on Ship 

Regd. Fo. 

For , Chests. 

(Signed) A. It. Johnston, 

Deputy Superintendent. 

Marks and Quality. , Marks and Quality. 


No. 

Cheunpee, 1839. 

From Ship 
Master 

Chests Opium on account 

ol order of 

For Chests on the Ship 

Regd. Fo.' 



Inclosure 3 

To; t t;>. . . t . 

Fqm of Reetipt granted for British surrendered by a BritisfyJfyrjfy,^ 

Revered, No.- 

h Tharles EtuoT, Chief SupejuNTBNDEN g'‘BSPor 

lit China, hereby acknowledge to have receivedfrom . . .... 

British subjects trading in Canton—.-* -; 7 olwsts of 





opium as under for the service of Her Majesty's Government, in terms of my Public Notice to British' V- 
subjects dated 27th March, 1839, hereunto annexed. The amount of indemnity for said opium to bc : 
pai$ to . ... v f,... , ." ....... or order. 

y Chests Patna. 

do. Benares 

■ • do. Malwa. 

*do. Turkey. 

Total ___ Chests.' 

In witness wJmi;<{of I have affirmed. tit four documents, all of this tenor and date, one of which being 
made gaud tli.eotliers. to stand void. • 


-I*.-.' 1 • ' 1 it f member of the British' firm of " 

, <■ . , ■; of Canton, 1 do. hereby make oath that, the Opium spcictied ahdvC 

was nt. and before the issue of the Public Notice to British subjec ts, signed by Charles Elliot, Her*' 
Majesty's Chief Superintendent, under date Canton, 27th March, 1S39, either bond fide the property 
of my firm of ' or consigned to us with full control . . 

as to its disposal. And I do further solemnly declare, that, no collusive transfer of any part whatever 
of said Opium was made either to me, or to any other member of niy firm, by the subject of any foreign 
nation, but that the whole of the Opium was surrendered by myself and partners in the character of n" 
British subjects t.o the Chief .Superintendent for tlm service of Iler Majesty’s Government, being in all 
respects, to' the best of: my knowledge aiid belief, Opium falling within the letter and spirit of: the 
before-mentioned notice to British subjects. ■ ■ 1 

Sworn before me at Macao, in China, this 7 
day of Juue, 1839. j 
(Signed) Ciiaiu.es Elliot, 

Chief Superintendent. 


I, Ciiaiu.es Elliot, Chief Superintendent of the Trade of British subjects in China, do 
hereby certify that . -the person making the within affidavit, 

is well known to me as a British subject, and member of the British firm of 
established at Canton. * 

Given under my hand and seal of office at Macao, in China, this 7 
day of June, in the year of our Lord, T839. J 


Public Notice to IirilLih Subjects. 

I, Chaim.es Elliot, Chief Superintendent of the Trade of British subjects in China, pre¬ 
sently forcibly detained in Canton by the provincial Government, together with all the merchants of 
my own and the other foreign nations settled here, without supplies of food, deprived of our servant*, 
and cut. off from all intercourse with our respective countries, (notwithstanding my own official demand 
to bo set at lilicrty, so that I might act without restraint.) liat o now received the commands of the lligb 
Commissioner issued directly to me under the seals of the honourable officers to deliver into his bands 
all the opium held by the people of my country. Now I, the said Chief Superintendent, thus con¬ 
strained by paramount motives •affecting the safety of the lives.and liberty of all the foreigners here 
present in Canton, and by other very weighty causes, do hereby, in the name and on the behalf of, Her 



respective control: and to-hold the British ships and vessels engaged in the trade of opium subject to 
my immediate direction : and to forward to me, without delay, a scaled list of all the British owned ~ 
opium in tlicir respective possession. And I, the said Chief Superintendent, do now, in the most full, 
and unreserved manner, hold myself responsible for, and on the behalf of Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Government, to all and each of Her Majesty’s subjects surrendering the said British owned opium into • 
my bands, to be delivered oyer to the Chinese Government. And I, the said Chief Superintendent, do 
further specially caution all Iler Majesty’s subjects here present in Canton, owners of or charged with 
the management of opium, the property of British subjects, that, failing the surrender of the said opium ■ 
into my hands at or before six o’clock this day, I, the said Chief Superintendent, hereby declare Her 
Majesty's Government wholly free of all inonner of responsibility or liability in respect of the said 
British owned opium. 

And it is specially to be understood that proof of British property and value of aTl British opium 
surrendered to me agreeably to this jiotice .shall be.deteimincdiipon principles ami in a manner hereafter 
to he defined by llor Majesty’s government. 

Given under my hand and seal of offidS fft Canton in China, this twenty seventh day of March, in 
the year of our Lord ono thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, at six of the clock in the morning. 

• (t?kf J 4 (Signed) CHARGES ELLIOT, 

R *■ V Britlah Subjects iii Chink. 

(Signed) , Jg. Elmslib, f 




Inclosure 4 in Ng. 153. 


Form^of Receipt yranted for British owned Opium surrendered by a British Subject. 

. Registered. No. 

*1, Charles Elliot, Chief SurF.RiN tendent of the Tradf, of British Subject* 
in China, hereby acknowledge to have received from <■ 

British subject trading in Canton . cheats of Opium 

as under for the service of Her Majesty’s Government,in terms of mji Public Notice to British subjects 
dated 27th March, 1832, hereunto annexed. The amount of indemnity for said Opium to be paid to 
. . ' . . . or . . order. 


Chests. 
1 do. 
do. 
do. 


Total 


Chests. 


Patna. 

BenarCs. 

Mulwa. 

Turkey. 


In witness wherof I have affirmed to four documents, all of this tenor and date, one of which being 
.made good, the others to stand void. 


I, v of Canton, do hereby make oath that the Opium specified above 

was at and before the issue of the Public Notice to British subjects, signed by Charles Elliot, Her 
Majesty's Chief Superintendent, under date Canton, 27th March, 1839, cither bond fide the property 
of mo the said , or consigned to me with full controul 

as to its disposal. And I do further solemnly declare, that, no eollnsive transfer of any part of said 
Opium was made to me by the subject of any foreign nation, jmt that the whole of ttie Opium was 
surrendered by myself in the character of a British subject, to the Chief Superintendent for the service 
of Her Majesty's Government, being in all respect.?, to the best of my knowledge and belief, Opium 
falling within the letter and spirit of the before-mentioned notico to British subjects. 

Sworn before me at Macao, in China, this 7 . 

day of June, 1839. j 

Chief Superintendent . 


I, Charles Elliot, Chief Superintendent of the Trade of British subjects in China, do 
hereby certify that the poison making the within affidavit, is well 

known to me as a British subject established at Canton. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Macao, in China, this "I 
day of June, in the year of our Lord, 1839./ 


Public Notice to British Subjects —(os in previous document.) 


Iuclosurc 5 in No. 153. 


Form of the General Receipt granted for British-mimed Opium, surrendered by American 

and Portuguese Firms. 

Received from a citizen of and a member of 

the firm of the following opium, which the said 

solemnly and sincerely declared before me to be tho property of a British 

■abject. 

And proof of the said opium being established in the manner provided in my Public Notice, 
dated this day, 1 do hereby hold Her Majesty's Government, responsible for tbe value thereof, also to- 
be determined agreeably to the provisions contained in my Public. Notice. * 

Given under my band and seal this Twenty-seventh 1 day of March, of the year of our Lord 
1889, "at Cantoi/in China, ' : t ■ . 

CHARLES ELLIOT, ' . * 

Chief Superintendent of the Trade of British subjects in China,. 
Registered No. » *■ 

(Signed) "'E. Elms lie. 

Secretary and Treasurer to the Superintend 
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'No. 154. 

Captain ‘Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received December 2, *1839.) 

My Lord, Macao - July 18, 1839, 

• 

THE ihclosed communication to the Agents of two British merchant 
ships, (of which the seamen had been most improperly allowed to go on 
shore at Hong-Kong, and thus became engaged in a riot, attended 
unhappily with loss of life,) will most conveniently place your Lordship 
in possession of the present posture of that affair. 

The immediate departure of a ship for Bombay obliges me to be very 
brief on this occasion; but L believe your Lordship may be assured, that 
it has been in my power to avert any aggravation of the serious difficulties 
of our situation, arising oTit of this distressing event. 

My despatches, at present in course of preparation, and which will pro¬ 
bably reach England as soon as the present one, will inform Her Majesty's 
Government fully upon the progress and state of general affairs at this 
place. At all events, it may be satisfactory to your Lordship to know by 
this opportunity, that everything remains quiet, and that the natives have 
not been molested in the supply of the ships with provisions. 

* The High Commissioner still remains at Canton; and I learn, through 
a highly respectable native* channel, that lie dares not venture to leave 
the provinces till he can report to the Throne the peaceful resumption of 
the regular British trade. 

llis Excellency’s perplexity too, is said to be intensely increased by 
the impulse, which it was natural to expect his late rash measures would 
give to this traffic, at other points of the coast than this. In several 
parts of Kokien they have already produced a formidable organization of 
the native smugglers, and the officers of the Government do not venture to 
disturb them. The high prices in China will soon bring on the immense 
stocks in India; and, indeed, whilst 1 am writing to your Lordship, a 
most vigorous trade is carried on at places about 200 miles to the eastward 
of Canton. 

1 am more and more convinced, my Lord, that the late crisis, and the 
just ground of interference afforded to Her Majesty’s Government, will 
enable it to interpose, under the most favourable circumstances, for the 
establishment of regular and honourable trade on a lirm basis, and, let 
me take the liberty to add, for the effectual check or regulation of a 
traffic, which by the present manner of its pursuit must every day become 
more dangerous to the peace of this ancient empire, and more discreditable 
to the character of the Christian nations, uiuler whoso flags it is carried 
on- 

But, my Lord, the difficulties in China are not confined to this matter 
of Opium. The true and far more important question to be solved, is 
whether there shall be honourable and extending trade with this empire; 
or whether the coaSts shall be delivered over to a state of things which 
will pass rapidly from the worst character of forced trade to plain bucca¬ 
neering. 

If the High Commissioner had accepted the sincere offers I made to 
. him on the 24tn March last, l am well assured that far mom would have 
been done to diminish $he imminent danger of such a state of things, 
than lias resulted from his own jpipetuous and ill-considered proceedings. 

J JlclYC &C»j 

(Signed); ’CHARGES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 



, InSosiire in No. 154. 

Captain Elliot to Messrs. Jar dine, Mathoson and Co.,, 
and Messrs. Dent and Co. 

Gentlemen. Macao, July 15, l$39., , 

*“■ *■ * , 

I AIM concerned tp acquaint you, that a very serious riot took place 

in the neighbourhood of a village on the eastern shore of the anchorage 
in Hong Kong Bay, in the afternoon of Sunday, the 7th instant, inAvhich 
several seamen of the ships Carnatic and Mangalore, were engaged. 

There is strong- reason to fear, that a native named Lie-wy-Lic lost his 
life on this occasion; and for the ends of justice, l have offered a reward 
of 200 dollars on the parJL.of Her Majesty's Government to any person or 
persons who shall adduce evidence leading to tl\e conviction, of any other ' 
person or persons, (being subjects of Her Majesty,) for the murder of that 
individual. 

I have also offered a reward of 100 dollars, to any person or persons 
who shall adduce evidence leading to the conviction of any other person 
or persons, (being subjects of Her Majesty,) as instigators of, or ring¬ 
leaders in, the riot of the 7th instant. 

I have also advanced on my private account and risk, a sum of l,500 t 
dollars, to the family of the deceased, as' some, compensation for the heavy- 
loss they have sustained; a further sum of 400 dollars, to protect them 
against the extortion of this money by the lower mandarins in the neigh¬ 
bourhood ; and 100 dollars, to be distributed amongst the suffering 
villagers, (some of them aged men and women,) \Yith the hope to soothe 
the irritation which the late event was calculated to create. 

I have no doubt you will agree with me that expenses of this nature 
incurred on occount of the grave misconduct of English seamen, should 
devolve upon the English ships to which the people belonged, who had 
been so improperly permitted to go on shore; and so far as 1 have yet 
ascertained, the Carnatic ami Mangalore are the only English ships in 
that situation. If it should become known to me, however, that the 
seamen of any other English ships were on shore, and engaged in this 
riot, I will of course transmit a copy of this letter to the Agents for them. 

Perhaps I should explain, that I have carefully particularized English 
ships, because l believe there is no doubt that the seamen of other foreign ships 
were concerned in this dismal transaction. But I have necessarily neither 
the right nor the least disposition to accept from foreigners, any share of 
jthe expenses,! have incurred on this occasion; and, indeed, if you do not 
feel warranted in making the payment on account of the English ships, I 
must sustain the loss. 

It should be added, that the relatives of the deceased have forwarded 
me a paper, declaring that they ascribe his dcafh to accident, and not 
wilfillness. But I am afraid that this) representation is made wholly with 
the purpose to protect them from j m nishment. for receiving money from 
Foreigners; and I certainly do no|pntend .to relinquish the pursuit o! 
the strictest further investigation ohjjguch a ground as that. 

I have, &c., 

(Sigjncd) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

‘ . , Chief Superintendent. 
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.No. 155. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Paljrierston.->~(Receive<l January 9, 1*H0.) 

Ship Fort William, Hong Kong, 

My Ixird^ August 27, 1839. 

4v' VESSEL sailing to Manilla and Singapore in the course of two 
hours, affords me but brief space to report to your Lordship the most 
critical situation of all Her Majesty’s subjects in this country. 

The High Commissioner, obviously pressed by counter reports from 
the discontented Mandarins of this province, and by very sinister com¬ 
munications from the Court respcctingdiis own proceedings, has availed 
himself of the homicide reported in my despatch of the 18th of July, as a 
pretext for Attributing "the interruption of British intercourse to that 
cause, and not to his own violent measures. 

I proceeded, my Lord, to the very utmost verge of my powers (and 
probably exceeded them), with the hope to afford the Government all 
reasonable satisfaction, by setting in action the criminal jurisdiction, and 
placing six men on their trial on board this ship, on the 12th and 13th of 
August last. 

The Mandarins were invited to attend, but did not think lit to do so. 
It is wholly impossible to transmit the voluminous Papers connected with 
the cases by this occasion; hut I may state generally, for the information 
of Her Majesty's Government, that a Bill of indictment for murder 
against “ Thomas Tiddrr. boatswain of the Mangalore," was ignored by 
the grand jury, and that live men were found guilty upon an indictment 
for riot and assault; two for the riot only were sentenced to three months 
confinement upon hard labour, in any of Her Majesty’s gaols or houses of 
correction in England, with a penalty of 15/. each to Her Majesty, and 
three for riot and assault, to six months of the like imprisonment, and a 
penalty of 25/. each to 1 Ier*Majesty. 

Those proceedings did not satisfy the Commissioner. He moved 
down to lleang-Shan, a place forty miles from Macao, with about 2,000 
troops ; insisted upon the delivery of a man, and upon the entrance within 
the river of all the British shipping (the real purpose in hand) and took 
away the servants from, and stopped the supplies of food to, the British 
subjects. At first, these measures were confined to the British ; but it 
soon appeared, that the Portuguese inhabitants of Macao were threatened 
with a stoppage of their own supplies, if they continued to assist us. In 
this emergency, and after communication with the Governor (whose 
dispositions, indeed, are excellent, but whose means ate nothing), 1 felt 
that l ought no longer to compromise the safety of the settlement by 
reipainlng there. . 

Jt was ; hoped by his Excellency, as well as myself and the general 
body of the.merchants, that,.my own departure' with the officers of the 
establishment might lead to relaxation, and with that feeling 1 came over 
here on the 24th instant, Mrs. Elliot and her child having previously 
embarked. A committee of management for the arrangement of the em¬ 
barkation of t Her Majesty\s subjects, however (should such a step become 
.Jieees^ry),, wa§ previously appointed at my suggestion, % and 1 left a 
sujfficient dumber of armed vessels and boats to bring them over to Hong 
Kong. By private letters from Mr. Astell, the chairman of the Committee, 
and Mr. ,1 ames Mathc^on," fiiis moment received, your Lordship will 
perceive, that events have hastened onwards with great rapidity, and that 
the Governor has declared his inability to afford Her "Majesty's subjects 
further protection. I am looking with extreme anxiety for their arrival, 
and, in the meanwhile, I am placing this fleet in the. best attitude of 
defence of which circumstances admit. 

The absence of meu-ol'-war will necessarily be a source of deep an^- 

3 K 
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ic-ty to Her Majesty’s Government ; but happen what may, I take this 
occasion to express my conviction that the Commander-in-Chief has used 
•his best exertions to prevent s®ch a state of things. But it is indeed 
greatly to be lamented that Commander Blake did not remain till, he wert^ 
relieved. 

Your Lordship, however, may be assured that I will do every thing 
in my power to prevent the calamity and intolerable disgrace of a sur¬ 
prise of tins valuable licet of near fifty sail of British ships by mandarin 
junks or fire-raft#.* and For this purpose, 1 have this day assumed.thc*mili- 
tary as well as civil superintendence of the ships, and issued the necessary 
directions for their defence. In this moment of difficulty, I may be per¬ 
mitted to congratulate Her Majesty's Government that I have strictly 
adhered to the determination of keeping the British shipping outside.of 
the Boeca Tigris. English ships or men. my Lord, can never again be 
safe within those limits till our w,hole intercourse with this empire be 
placed upon an entirely different footing. 

[ should inform your Lordship that since 4-he walls of .Macao have 
been covered with false and insulting proclamations respecting myself, 
and the servants and supplies taken away, 1 have refused to receive any 
official papers from the Government. By this means. I have been enabled 
to reject any direct application to myself for the delivery of the man. 

Your Lordship will collect from the private letters I transmit, as 
much as 1 yet know- concerning the catastrophe which has befallen the 
passage-boat, Black Joke ; but 1 feel assured there is no ground whatever 
for the surmise that the circumstance arises from an order of the higher 
officers. I have already communicated with the Mandarins in this neigh¬ 
bourhood upon the subject, and a messenger from them is actually on board 
to make inquiries concerning*!!. 1 am satisfied not only that it is a. busi¬ 
ness of the well-known Lad rones or pirates; but I am also convinced that 
no circumstance is more likely to alarm the authorities. They have an 
extreme dread of exciting such lawless proceedings on their coasts, which 
your Lordship will permit me to remind you, were for several months, 
about thirty years since, in the complete possession of a most formidable 
organization of pirates. 

* I write by this occasion to his Excellency the Captain General of the 
Philipines, as also to the Governor of Singapore, for supplies of provisions 
and such military stores as may enable me to put these ships in an effi¬ 
cient state of defence. 

The cutter Louisa left me the day before yesterday to proceed to 
the eastward to purchase supplies for the fleet. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed)' CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 

* P.S. Unable to transmit to your Lordship the official papers con¬ 
nected with the late trial, I take the liberty to forward by this occasion, 

, newspapers containing the rules of practice and proceeding, and report 
of the trial itself. 

• CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Hong Kong, September, 1839. 
THE ship which carried this despatch has been driven back by stress 
of weather,, a'circu in stance that enables me to report the arrival <Sf Her 
Majesty's ship Volage, and of all Her Majesty’s ‘subjects from MacaO. 
The additional inclosures will inform your ‘Lordship that their embarka¬ 
tion had been pressed upon ;thcm by the Governor of Macao. The almost 
helpless condition of the place is no doubt his Excellency’s excuse, and I 
repeat my conviction, that hih dispositions are sincerely honourable. 

1 also transmit to your Lordshjp copies of the several communica¬ 
tions I have made to this Government concerning the homicide at this 
., n, and 1 may take this occasion briefly to declare my conviction that 
m of the American shipping were to all intents and. purposes as 
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deeply engaged in the riot of 7th July as ohr own; and I may add (so far 
&s the evidence before me goes), in the melancholy and unfortunate event 
which arose out of it. If it be true, that their Consul has disavowed any; 
connection of American citizens with these affairs, he has hazarded an 
assertion at variance with the state of the facts. 

CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 155. 

Mr. Astell to Captain Elliot. 

My dear Elliot, , Macao, Midnight, August 25,1839, 

’ A CRISIS is at hand, and to-morrow we all push off from the shores of 
Macao : as soon as we are afloat I shall propose that the whole fleet, ships and 
boats of all sorts, every British flag, set sail in company for Hong Kong. I 
have reason to think that this step will be approved. 1 have not time to write ■ 
you particulars. I scarcely know which way to turn. Ever since you left, I 
have been assailed on all sides with questions, &c., and visits to the Governor. 
The atrocious murder aggravates our case. I have had two or three con¬ 
fidential interviews with the Governor, and lie evidently is in great alarm. He 
is to attend himself with the troops at the embarkation to-morrow. 1 believe 
all British subjects, except the sick in the Hospital, will embark. The Governor 
will take the inmates of our* hospital into that, of the Portuguese and protect 
them. I send this by the Ann. 1 tried all the afternoon to get a China boat 
to send you express ; but none would go. I wished to warn you against 
coming over in any of (lie small craft. The^Chop to the Governor which his 
Excellency showed me privately this morning, is the same as that to the 
Procurador, of which 1 have a copy, hut do not send it as Matheson will 
give you his. At six this evening, I again saw' the Governor, who had 
that moment received another much stronger, with the threat expressed of 
surrounding the English houses. - He told me he answered it hastily and ver¬ 
bally, to the effect, that every European must be slain ere such should take 
place. lie is walking about the quay, and all the citizens arc around in case of 
an attack. I have been applied to to make a representation concerning the 
murder to the Chinese, but I repeat that such does not form part of my 
business. The depositions which we have taken will give you particulars. I 
shall be in the Pearl or Psyche. More when we meet. 

Ever yours, in haste, &c., 

(Signed) J. H. A. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 155. 

, * Mr. Matheson to Captain Elliot. 

My. Dear Captain-Elliot, Marid, Typa, Sunday, August 25, 1830. 

WE have persuaded the Commander of the Ann to proceed to Ilong- 
Kong before sailing, in case you may have any further despatches to write. 
Her destination is Manilla and Singapore ; but circumstances may occasion 
the Voyages terminatingat Manilla. * 

. Mr. A. Jardjne wifi tell you of a second chop this afternoon from the 
Mandarins, in consequence.qjF Which the Portuguese Governor has declared, 
he cannot answer for the safety of British subjects after noon to-morrow, at 
yvhich hour all are to embark ini a body, in the Governors presence, with the 
troops ui|der arms. There is even a threat of fin attempt to suf round British 
houses, to-night; but the Governor .has declared his determination to resist 
this ; and is not likely that, if reall/intended, they would have given notice 
of it. Ltflink, however, none of,bur countrymen at Macao will, venture to 
go to sleep to-night. 

• 3 K 2 
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Mr. Jardine will tell you of the fearful murder of the crew of the Black 
Joke, off Lantao point, last night, excepting only the Serang, who sprang 
over-board, and clung to the rudder. Mr. Mark Moss, the only passenger, 
was barbarously wounded, one of hi'S ears cut off, and left for dead. Aftey 
which they attempted setting tire to the vessel, but were interrupted by the 
Harriet coming tip, which took the Black Jolce in tow. The attacker consisted 
of seven Chinese rowing-boats, manned and armed like Mandarins; but, I 
think (contrary to the general opinion) they must have been pirates, treating 
to the present confusion for impunity. They carried off some prdptfrty, con¬ 
sisting of Mr. Just’s watches, but left some dollars, strange to say. Mr. 
Moss was flying from the pVoecss of the Macao Court, on an action of debt 
on Mr. Gouldshorough’s account. He is alive and likely to survive, unless 
lock-jaw supervenes. We have ordered provisions, See., for ourselves. Have 
you any orders to give on account of the community. 

• Yours, Sec.., 

(Signed) JAMES MATHESON. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 155. 

Messrs. Astcll, Uraine ty others, to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Macao, Aiujust 25, 1830. 

WE have the honour to forward to you herewith copies of depositions 
taken this day, regarding a distressing outrage committed last night by the 
Chinese on the crew of the schooner Black Joke, when at anchor off 
Lantao.. 

The Committee waited on the Governor this mortung, in consequence of 
this business, and also with reference to a chop from the Commissioner to the 
Portuguese Government (which was demi officially notified to their Chairman) 
directing them immediately to send away the English residents. 

The Governor did not feel himself at liberty to communicate the contents 
off this chop to the Committee ; hut a confidential interview with their Chair¬ 
man, coupled with the purposes of certain other chops, just now issued (and 
an abstract of which we have procured from Mr. Gulzlaff, and forward herein) 
and also bearing in mind the affair of the schooner Black Joke, which there is 
apparently some reason to fear was made under the directions of the Mandarins, 
have induced the Committee to recommend the immediate embarkation of the 
British community. 

We send also herewith a copy of our circular, suggesting the adoption of 
that measure. ■' 

, We trust the embarkation will be allowed to take place without obstruc¬ 
tion, in the course of to-morrow. 

We arc sorry to add, that we have received'information that the schooner 
f ;Jane was last night chased by the Mandarins, also in the neighbourhood of. 
Lantao. ■ • * 

- The Governor has declined furnishing us with a copy of the chop to ' him¬ 
self, or communicating it officially to us as a Committee, anjl he states himself 
unable to say what time will be allowed by' the' Chinese authorities for the. 
departures of the English residents. 

It is said, on good authority, that several thousand troops are collected , in 
this neighbourhood; and we hear that the Chinese are removing themselves and 
their property ift large numbers from Macao. , J . 

We have, &<•,:, ' ? 

'■■■ ’ (Signed) ■> X H. Astell. ' .. 

GeorOe Braine. 
William Bell. , . .. 
Gilbert Smith, , 

Dins haw Furdonjee. 1 
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Inclosfire 4 in No. ,155. 

. . ■ • • , < 

Deposition of Hassan Tindiil, of the Black Joke, before the Committee of Manage* 

\ ment at Macao , August 25, 1839. 

» 

LEFT Macao in the Black Joke, at G a.m. on the 24th August ; seven I Pas¬ 
cal's, himself, and Mr. Moss, in the vessel. Anchored at G p.m. under the south 
end oi Lantao, at the entrance, tide being against them ; twojneu oil the look¬ 
out; about 10 o’clock, the alarm was given of boats approaching, live or six 
pulling boats filled with nien. They immediately ranged alongside, and com¬ 
mented to massacre the crew. Hassan jumped overboard, and remained about 
half an hour in the water, holding on by the rudder. They took away the per¬ 
sonal baggage and stores which were carried on board the vessel the night before, 
and several boxes, but not all. The boats were alongside about half an hour; 
when Hassan got on board, ho found Mi-. Moss alone, who told him that the 
crew were murdered, and perceived attempts had been made, to set fire to the 
vessel by means of tar ropes and gunpowder. Shortly after a vessel hove in 
sight, and took the vessel in tow, and brought her to the T'ypa this morning. 

A mandarin cap and knife was found on hoard the vessel. 


IneloMire 0 in No. 155. 

Deposition of Mr. Mark Moss. 

THUS saith Mark Moss, a British subject, horn in London, before Van 
Basel, Dutch Consul; Baiva, late Proetirador at Macao; Kerr and Leslie, 
British merchants; at Macao, this 25th day of August, 1839. 

I left Macao on board the Black Joke, on Friday night last, the 23rd 
instant, to proceed to Hong Kong; having got as far as the point of Lantao, 
anchored there yesterday evening at five; supped aud went to lay down. About 
nine o’clock, I heard the crew, which consisted of Lascars, eight in number, crying 
out “ Wylo, Wylo ran to the sky-light, and saw three gnus fired at us, wadded 
with' charcoal, when I reached the deck J saw three Lascars cut down, and got a 
cut ou the left side of the face, on which [ went below, when I heard the Chinese 
cry out “Ta, Ta,” and ou putting my head out of the stern companion, got a most 
severe wound on the top of the head. Tho Chinese then laid hold of trie, and 
stripped me of my clothes, and cut my arm in three places, as l put it up to save 
my head; they then proceeded to pljmdcr and break up the boat; and coming 
down with lights into the cabin, one of them seeing I had a ring on my finger, 
attempted to cut the linger off, but I took the ring off and gave it to him,'and 
another seeing my watch took it out of my pocket, and laying hold of my ear, 
called to a man who c^rne with a sharp instrument and cut it off, along with a 
large portion of the skin ou the left side of my head, as. you now see, and put it 
in my mouth, nttempting.to push it down my throat. I was then knocked about 
on all sides by the Chiuamcu, and saw' them bring a barrel of gunpowder, with 
which they attempted to blow wp the bogf, but did not succeed. I was rendered 
senseless from, the sftioke caused, by the explosion, and was nearly, suffocated.; 
when, making a last effort, reached the deck and found no one there ; I-called 
out the names of. some of^ t)ie Lascars, - and seeing a rope, moving a-stern, found 
that tlje Tinda.1 alpne of the jv;hQle^al;iy,a crcvv had saved himself, by hanging on 
to the rudder under water ; hc camc up, and gave me some water, of. which I 
drapk five basons full, and /pit refreshed; a short time after this, the Harriet, 
Captain Hall, came un and I sgpposg the Chinese, from their leaving the boat 
so suddenly, had seen This vessel. * 

From Captain Hall I.met with the kindest treatment, he 4 took me on board, 
dressed my wounds, and,taking charge of my boat, brought me to'Macao'this 
morning about live o’clock. 

*** • * (Signed) BAIVA, C* K. 

W. L. f S. V. B. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 155. 

• • . 

. Official Communication from the MandarinS of Casa Branca, and the Tsotang, 
requiring the departure of the English from Macao. f 

CHIAM/Mandarin of Casa Branca, and Pong, the Tsotang, hereby make 
known to the Procorador, that having replied to his official, in which he 
requested they would solicit their Excellencies (the Imperial Commis¬ 
sioner and the 'Canton authorities) to issue Proclamations, calling on the ■„ 
Chinese merchants to purchase the goods imported by the Portuguese, in 
order to extricate them from tlieir present embarrassments, &c.; and having 
stated in said reply, that in the actual state of affairs in regard to the 
English, it was not advisable .to transmit his (the Proeurador’s) official to* the 
superior authorities, they now remind him, that by orders of their Excellen¬ 
cies they are required to drive all the English from Macao, and not allow one 
of them to remain ; on which account, they have imposed severe restrictions, „ 
depriving them of every assistance, and have ,stationed troops at Casa Branca, 
and at the Bar Port, in order to seize and punish any of the foreigners [the 
English] who may loiter about here. And as they have had information 
that within the last few days several of the English have left, but that there 
are a lew still remaining, watching what is going on, which is in direct 
contravention of the prohibitory orders; they, the Mandarins,,have stationed 
soldiers and police-runners in different parts to seize them secretly; and, 
besides communicating with the Governof of Macao, they now order the. 1 
Proeurador to show immediate obedience hereto, and expel all the English; 
and to request the Governor, to order all the Portuguese who have rented 
their houses to the English, to oblige them to quit; and when once they have 
left Macao, not to allow them to come on shore again. After the English 
shall have left, they, the Mandarins, will immediately petition their Excel¬ 
lencies, interceding on behalf of the Portuguese, that the merchants may be 
able to dispose of their goods, so that all may be contented, and to be allowed 
to export largely, which will certainly yield immense profits. 

bo soon as’the English be brought to repentance, and deliver up the 
murderer; and when their merchant-ships sha’ll have gone up to Whampoa, 
and the store-ships and the foreigners |[the sixteen proscribed] shall* have 
returned to their country, their Excellencies will certainly grant them the 
especial favour of continuing their trade as formerly ; and you, the Portuguese, 
when you receive permission to trade with the English, you can then rent 
them your houses as heretofore. 

Take care that you do not meet with a severe loss on all your goods in 
Macao, in consequence of your cupidity, for the insignificant rent of your 
houses. Avoid it therefore. 

ICth of the 7th moon (24th August 1839.) 


Inclosure 7 in No. 155. 

Certificate of three Surgeons, m the several wounds inflicted on the person of 

Mr. Moss. : 1 " 

r fi-' Macao, August 25, 1839. 

THIS is to certify that we have carefully examined Mr. Mark Moss, who 
reports that he was attacked last night, by some persons who boarded his boat 
and inflicted several severe wounds on his perspn. 

We saw him this morning at eight o'clock, and found that be had received 
the following injuries:— 

On the Bead.— A dee|vwound over the left eyebrow, and extending acro& 
the arch of the nose, the bynes of which have been completely divided. Axi 
oblique wound on the forehead, about two inches long; the left eat, wjth -a 
portion of the scalp, has been cut away, leaving a large open wound. There are 
also two smaller .wounds on the head. * , i . 

, On the left arm forera^ym,and hand.~r~A.t the lower Jiaft of the arm/ there 



is a deep wound extending across the limb, and dividing the external condyle o 
the humerus. In the middle of the fore-arm, an extensive deep wound; the 
fasoia has been torn, and the muscles much lacerated. At the lower part of the 
1 Ore-arm, near the wrist, another deep ,wound, down to the ulna, which bone has 
been divided. On the hand, a deep wound at the back of the^humb,'almost 
separating this member from the hand. • 

Besides the above, there are also several wounds on the body and limbs 
which «ire of little consequence. From the severe injuries noyv described, we 
Consider tht Aan to be in a dangerous condition. * ' 

(Signed) lUCIIARl) HENRY COX, 

■ Surgeon. 

WILLIAM LOCKHART, 

. Surgeon. 

Certificate of Mr. An (Person, Surgeon. 

• ^ September 1, 1839. 

I DO hereby certify that 1 have this day examined Mr. Mark Moss, and 
that the statement contained in the accompanying certificate of Drs. Cox and 
Lockhart, of the wounds he has received, as correct. And from the present 
appearance of the wounds, considerable advance has already been made towards 
recovery, and that, to the best of my judgment, little danger is to be apprehended 
from his present state. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER ANDERSON, 

* Acting Surgeon, to Her Britannic Majesty 

Superintendents. 


luclosurc 8 in No. 155. 

Abstracts of Three Edicts posted upon the walls of Macao. 

First Edict. August 25, 1839. 

THE gracious will of His Imperial Majesty having been declared in favour 
of all the violent measures suggested by the memorialist Hwang Tseotsze, it is, 
therefore, hereby proclaimed by the Imperial Commissioner and the Governor. 

1. That any foreign vessel, wherein, through error, opium shall be brought ■ 

to this place, within the period of eighteen months, from the date of this Edict, 
shall be permitted, on the surrender of the same, to proceed to Whampoa, and 
dispose of her other cargo. ' 

2. That every foreigner (no especial mention made of the English) who 
shall endeavour to introduce opium into the empire, on discovery being made, 
shall, if he be the principal, be immediately decapitated ; if only an abettor, shall 
be instantly sentenced to strangulation. 

3. That every vessel Ife allowed to proceed immediately up to Whampoa in 
order to discharge her cargo. 

4. That such vessels as are not proceeding to Whampoa must return forth¬ 
with to their country, lest ulterior measures be adopted against them. In this, 
also, no especial mention is made of the English. 

5. That if the murderer of the Chinese, Lin Weihcc, he immediately de¬ 

livered up, well and good ; hut if not, all the foreigners shall be involved in the 
offence.' 1 ■' 1 ' 

»■ ■ ■' 

* Second Edict. 

This Edict, issued by the local authorities, threatens witp fearful punish¬ 
ment, all boatmen that shall dare to furnish supplies to the outside Shipping; 
and intimates to. all who may venture to transgress, the certainty of being caught 
by some of the numerous cruizers, • * 

* . . Third Edict. ■ - 

■ 1 1 <f V' « • 

V There is a third'paper, which is intended to soothe the populace, and to 
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give the people the assurance, that Whatever may be the measure of the Govera- 
• ment, the place shall be amply supplied with rice, and no difficulties shall be 
thrown in the way of its importation at the-usual rates. This! is, already t,he 
third Edict of this kind.. Some unpleasant encounters have just now taken 
place between the dealers in rice and the mob, and the local mandarins, there¬ 
fore, fear the worst consequences. Still, however, tlie soldiers at the various 
stations leading to Macao, prevent boats loaded with provisions from proceeding 
to their destination. , . 

The emigration of the most influential and respectable people •Continues, 
and there are, at the present moment, again hundreds preparing to leave Macao. 

A number of soldiers arc stationed on the Lappa, where they daily exercise 
themselves in the art of shooting. . 

. (Signed) CHARLES GUTZLAFF. 


Inclosure D in No. 155. 


Captain Elliot to the Officers deputed by the Imperial Commissioner. 

. Macao, July 13, 1839. 

ELLIOT, learning that the Honourable officers have arrived here to make • 
inquiries concerning the death of a native at Hong Kong, on the 7th instant, 
writes these particulars. 

As soon as it was reported to Elliot, that disorder had taken place at Houg 
Kong, and that a native of the land had lost his 'life, cither by accident or 
deliberate intention, lie proceeded immediately to Hong Kong, where he arrived 
on the morning of the 10th instant. 

Upon inquiry, it appeared that several seamen of the ships, American as 
well as English, had been permitted to go ashore, as it was said, for the purpose 
of bathing and taking exercise on the head). •Concerning any English people, 
who might have been engaged in the disorder, Elliot immediately took measures 
according to the customs of his country. He issued a notice among the English 
shipping, offering a reward of 1100/. to any person who would discover the man 
by whom the native of the land might have been killed, whether accidentally or 
not, and a reward of 100/. to any person who would discover the leaders in the 
riot which had taken place. 

■ .The investigations arc still proceeding, neither shall they he lightly pursued ; 
and most assuredly, if it shall be brought to light that this unhappy man lost 
his life by an act of a British subject, and the offender be discovered, he shall 
immediately be placed on his trial, according to the laws of his country. 

The Government of the English nation would hold Elliot deeply guilty, if 
he, failed to prosecute this afliiir with the utmost severity. 

Elliot should further make known to the Holiourablo officers, that the 
family of the deceased do not ascribe the death of this individual to wilfulness, 
but to accident. Be it accident or wilfulness, however, ,l;c is no longer here to 
take care of them, and therefore Elliot has considered that it became him to 
provide for their support. . . . 

This is just. . ; , . > , 

' (Signed) ;; ; chaxi;les ELLIOT. 



Inclosure 10 in Noi* 1:55. 

Captain Elliot to the Officers deputed by the Imperial Commissioner. 

■ - • Macao, July 21? 1839. 

FOR the ends of justice and in the performance of his duty to his own 
gracious Sovereign, "Elliot must assuredly continue to use his sincerest efforts to 
discover whether the perpetrators of any crime, declared to ty’. committed within 
this jurisdiction^.are British subjects; and if it shall appear upon faithful 
investigation that such is the case, the offenders will be placed upon their trial 
according to the laws of their country. 

. But the present conduct of the Honorable Officers is as inexplicable, as 
their past proceedings are unjust and dangerous. At. one moment they issue 
Public Notices, encouraging the merchant^ and seamen of the English "nation 
to disregard the lawful orders of.their officer. At the next they approach him 
with requisitions to settle important affairs. When the ships of his nation went 
to Hong Kong, Elliot strictly commanded the people of his nation always to 
treat the Honorable Officers of this empire with respect, and to prevent the 
sailors from occasioning disorder. immediately afterwards, follows the 
Proclamation of the Honorable Officers, inciting the people of the English 
nation to disregard Elliot’s injunctions. But if they were to bo disregarded in 
one sense, how was' it to be expected they would he observed in auother? 
Would it be possible to maintain order and tranquillity, if Elliot and the other 
foreign Officers were to incite,the natives of the land to give no heed to the 
commands of their own authorities, and assure the people of assistance, if they 
thought fit to break the laws of the empire ? Truly these proceedings of the 
Honorable Officers have been highly inconsistent with the principles of peace 
and reason, and Elliot considers that these and all other disorders are chiefly 
attributable to them. 

Elliot will receive no papers from the Honorable Officers till he is satisfied 
that there shall be no repetition of these inflammatory practices, and till the 
higher officers think lit to receive his own sealed addresses agreeably to 
custom. • , 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


* Inclosure 11 in No. 155. 

Captain Elliot to the Keun-Min-Foo. 

Macao , August 3, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c., &c., begs to acquaint the Keun-Min-Foo, for the informs- 
lion of the higher officers at the .Provincial City, that on Monday, the 12th day '*■’ 
of the month, certain English seamen will be tried before him, according to the’/* 
laws of the English natiqn, on board a British ship, at the anchorage at Hong- . ' 
Kong, for participation in the riot, in which a native of the land, named Lin 
Wie hee, is declared to have lost his life, to the end that justice may be done 
upon those who arc proved to be guilty, and that the innocent may be allowed 
to go free. 

And if the higher officers shall be pleased to command any of the Honor¬ 
able Officers to be present tit the trial, Elliot will take care that they are received 
with the respect due to their rank. « 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT 


Inclosurc 12 in No. 155. 

Captain Elliot to the Iipun-ilin-Foo. 

v , >, Macao] August 16, 1839, 

ELLIOT has the honour to acquaint the Keun-Min-Foo, for the infbrma- 
tion of the higtt officers, that he has strictly investigated according to the forms 
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of law of his country concerning the death of a native of the land, at Hong 
Kong, on the 7th July last. Not to the end that any man should be delivered 
xip, lor, by the plain orders of his gracious-Sovereign, that is impossible, but 
that justice may be done upon the guilty, even to the taking of life, if there be 
a conviction of murder. , • 

He now solemnly declares that he has not been able to discover the perpe¬ 
trators of this deed. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 


Inclosure 13 in No. 155. 

Captain Elliot to the Keun-Min-Foo. 

* . Macao, August 21, 1839. 

ELLIOT has to demand, in the name of tlie«Sovereign of his nation; that 
proclamations should be forthwith issued, permitting the native servants, in the 
employment of the English at Macao, to return to their occupations and furnish 
the supplies; And Elliot has further to give notice that, as at Hong Kong, 
there are several thousands of seamen menaced with the privation of supplies 
of food. He cannot be responsible for the preservation of the peace, if the 
present condition of disquietude subsists. 

According to the genius of the English nation, they will he considered by 
his Government, to be measures of insult and violence of the worst character. 
And the responsibility rests upon the Commissioner. 

The Great Emperor will not sanction proceedings of undistinguishing 
violence, arising entirely from a violation of his gracious will, that all things 
should he adjusted agreeably to the principles of justice and reason. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 156. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 1, 1840.) 

* * * 

Ship Fort William, 

My Lord, Hong Kong, September 3, 1839. 

THE arrival of Her Majesty’s ship Volage , with despatches from the 
Commander-in-Chief, authorizing me to offer the Governor of Macao any 
assistance he may require under the painful $ud extremely unsuitable condition 
* of all Her Majesty’s resident subjects and their families on board this fleet, lifts 
^induced me to address the accompanying note to his Excellency. 

.<■ Under present circumstances, Macao may at once 0 be made sufficiently safe 
for their protection, and with the shipping at our command, there could he no 
difficulty in procuring supplies from Manila. ■ 

With tne present pretensions of the Commissioner, there can be. np con¬ 
ducting such a trade as our own at Canton with honour or advantage. 


Hong Kong, September 7, I$39 
The Inclosure No. 3, is Ilis Excellency’s reply to mine: yesterday received. 
Your Lordship will perceive that it amounts to an acknowledgment of; his ina¬ 
bility to protect us. Such being the case, ncy Lord, 1.&M’ afraid the time is 
approaching When this fleet, and the resident communij|jpi China, must depart 
to Manila* and await there the final adjusfB?dhtt ,s w!' all these excessive 
difficulties. ' ' ' 

1 hive, jga 


,($igned) 



ES ELLIOT, 
ief Supscinlendeftt. 




me- 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 156. 

Captain Elliot to the Portuguese Governor of Macao. 

SRip Fort William, 

Hung Kong, September 1, 1830. 

THE Undersigned, &o. &c. &<S., has the honour to acquaint your Excellency 
that he has received Despatches from the Rear-Admiral Commanding-in-Chictj 
dated on the 8th July last, by which he learns that the Captain of XIor Majesty’s 
ship Volage, is instructed to co-operate most cordially and energetically with his 
Excellency the Governor of Macao, in the defence of the place, and in repelling 
any aggression that may be attempted, and to consider the lives and'liberty of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty's subjects equally under his protection wjth those of 
Her Majesty. 

If, therefore, your Excellency shall desire aid of any hind for the above 
purposes tiom Her Majesty’s officers or subjects, at this anchorage, it shall imme¬ 
diately be afforded. 

Under the circumstance of the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship, with such 
orders, the Undersigned cannot but feel that your Excellency will anxiously desire 
to see British subjects once more under the protection of Her Most Faithful- 
Majesty’s Hag, at Macao, if possible; the more so on account of the insulting 
address to the Portuguese Authorities, praising and thanking them for assisting 
in driving forth the British people. 

This infamous calurftny will have been a source of deep chagrin to your 
Excellency; hut the Undersigned hopes he need not say that he liaft assured’his 
own Government it is utterly void of foundation. 

The Undersigned, for his own part, did not require your Excellency’s 
repeated and honourable declarations that the same protection should be afforded 
to British as Portuguese .subjects, and his own reason for retiring, was indisposi¬ 
tion to compromise llio settlement whilst there was no force at hand to repel the 
aggression. 

That is no longer the case; and the Undersigned has now to propose to 
your Excellency the return of Her Majesty’s subjects to Macao, and the utmost 
aid in his power for the resistance of any aggression upon the honour anti rights 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty, which may ensue from the protection of the 
subjects of her most ancient and intimate ally. He has communicated this 
note to his comrade the Captain of Her Majesty’s ship, and is requested by that 
officer to state his entire concurrence in these sentiments, and to offer your 
Excellency his heartiest assistance. The vessel which convoys this Despatch will/ 
wait for your Excellency’s answer, and a force of 800 or 1000 men can be placed* 
at your Excellency’s disposal at once. V 

The Undersigned takes this occasion to renew to your Excellency the sett" ’ 
timeuts of his highest consideration. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 
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Inclosure 2 in. .156. 

The Kqun-Min-Foo to thd Portuguese Governor of Macao, prohibiting Portuguese? 

Lorchas from approaching the Ships at Hong Kong . 

TSEANG, Acting Keun-Min-Foo,. issues these to the Portuguese foreign 
Chief (Proeurador qi" Macao,), for his full information. , 4 „ f . ' 

1 have received an edict from their Excellencies Tang, the Governor, and 
Lin, the Imperial Commissioner, of the following tenor:—« 

“The Admiral lias just reported to us that Lai, commander of the squadron 
of Tapang, informed him that on the Mth instant two Portuguese lorchas, pne 
belonging to Kachasliipu and the other to Francisco, came and anchored at 
llong-kong, near the English ships. This coming before us, we find that the 
orders, that at the present time we nave issued, are of the strictest and most 
comprehensive nature, in regard to cutting off tho^supply of all kinds of provi¬ 
sions to the English, both in Macao and on board their ships. After the com- 
pradores wero taken away from the English residing in Macao, the said Procura¬ 
tor showed liiiuself obedient to the orders issued to liim, and aided, as far as ho 
was able, in hastening the departure of those perverse English who were to be 
expelled from China; their departure,—so precipitate arid confused,—proves that 
the said Proeurador knows the importance of his duty: and his respectful obedi¬ 
ence is worthy of praise. It appears, however,.that several of the English, after 
their departure from Macao, have gone to live on board the ships at ITong Kong, 
which makes it necessary to cut off the supply of all provisions and necessaries of 
life from them also. The Chinese, having been apprehended and punished, are 
smitten with fear, and have withdrawn their boats. How is it, then, that the 
Portuguese still go to those,.places, and anchor theit lorchas near the English 
ships? Tf on this occasion we had assembled our war-vessels, and these lorchas 
had been captured, would not tliey, the good, have thus become involved in the 
punishment of the evil ?” (Literatim,—" Would not the precious stones have 
been confounded with the common pebbles?”) 

“ It is necessary, therefore, that we should again issue our commands.” 

Immediately on receipt of this, let the said Proeurador command the said 
lorchas forthwith to return, and if there be any besides these which go to that 
anchorage let them also return. Let them not go there secretly to supply provi¬ 
sions to the foreigners on pain of severe punishment. Besides this, let me be 
informed as to the passes you have granted, that I may report the same. 

The assistance just now,afforded, by the Governor and Proeurador, in expel¬ 
ling the English from Macao, shows that, .they know the importance of their 
duties: and their respectful obedience merits commendation. The extraordinary 
praises just conferred on you by their Excellencies must be a source of ines¬ 
timable honour and glory to you. The Proeurador and the others ought, there¬ 
fore, to obey the prohibitory orders, and to enforce them to the utmost of their 
power when public affairs Call for them. They ought to be thankful for the 
benefits their Excellencies have always showered upon them. This is my ardent 
hope. Be urgent! Be urgent! 

l7th day of the 7th moon of the 19th ygar of Taoukwajig.-—(25th August.) 
(True translation from the Portuguese.) - ■ 

■ (Signed) •> S. Feahov. 5 



Inclosure 3 in" No. 156., 

s' V 

The Portuguese Governor of Macao to‘Captain Elliot. 

• 1 Macao, 3 itoSetbro. dc 1839. 

O ABAIXO Assignado Governador de Macao e siias dopendeueias tern a 
lihnra^de accuzar a rccop^ao da notta quo llie deregio o Tllp. Sr. Charles Elliot, 
Superintend onto do Commorcio Britanieo na China dotada da Bahia do Hong¬ 
kong em o l n . de Sottcmbro, e eriirespo sta a mesma a de repctir-lhe o quo por 
raais"de liuma viz. offioialniento llie tern dito desde'quo o Alto Coihmissario 
enviado expressamente. pelo Imperador da China para a suprcssao do prohibido 
cortimereio de Opio ehegou a Cantfto. Evem a sdr quo seni receber ordens 
exprossas e terminantes do sen Gdvcmo, elle nan pode deixar de Conservar a 
lflais strieta neutralidade outre as duas Nia^obns a Ingloza com quern lui tantos 
tempos a tfua so aclia tao iutimamente alliada, c a Cliincza pelos motives bem 
cotmicidos de todos. -* 

O Abaixo Assignado com tudo nito despreza esta occaziito quo S. Sa. Ihe 
offereee para novamente significar-lhe em name de sen Governo os mais extensos 
c bem mcrecidos agradecimentos pcla franca e generoza coopera^bo que lho 
proporciona, e de quo nfio se jiode aprovcitar pclas razbens acima ditas. 

Os subditos Britanicos retirarao se espontancamente de Macao com o fiui 
de nfio comproniettereni o Estabelleein lento, e com este passo collocarao-se por 
si mesmo em a neeessidado do nTio voltarem a elle em quanto nfio se acharem 
aplanadas todas as difficuldailes <pie ainda existem, e quo o Abaixo Assignado 
conta ver satisfatoriamonte terminadas para todas aspartes, nfio llie sendo pertnit- 
tido altcrar alguma eoiza, para manter a neutralidade a que acima allude eni 
.quanto nfio receber onion* expressas do sen Governo a tal respeito. 

As Chapas dos Mandarins do que 8. 8a. com razfio se queixa, forfio fespon- 
didas ao Alto Commissario de hum modo terminante e positivo, fazendo-lhe ver 
que as Subditos liritanicos se retirarao espontanoamerito, e deste rnodo julgou 
o Abaixo Assignado ter igualmcuto satisfeito aos Subditos Britanicos, e a digni- 
dade do Governo Portuguez. 

S. Sa. e todos os Subditos Britanicos conhccerao o vivo sentimento comcpie 
o Abaixo Assignado os vio partir, e todos Souberilo que a prote^cao jiossivel Ibo 
seria dada em as circuustuncias em qtieaqui se acliarao do que S. Sa. tambem 
sc convencio; e'parcce ao Abaixo Assignado ter satisfatoriamente rospondido a 
suaja citada notta nfio llie -reslaiulo scnfio renovat as expressoens de sua mais alta 
estima e considera^uo. 

O Governador, 

(Assignado) . ADItlAO ACCACIO DA S1LV\ PINTO. 


(Translation.) 



Macao, September 3, 1839. 

TIIE Undersigned, Governor of Macao anrl ^dependencies, has the honour 
to acknowledge receipt of the note addressed to him: by: the most illustrious Mr. 
Charles Elliot, Superintendent of British'. Commerce in China, dated in the Bay 
of Hong Kong, the 1st of September; and in reply thereto, ho lias to repeat 
what he has already officially declared more than once since the arrival at Canton 
of the High Commissioner sent by the Emperor of China ex*pressly for the 
suppression of the prohibited trade in Opium. And it is this, that without receiv¬ 
ing from his Government express and definitive orders, he cannot cease to pre¬ 
serve the most strict neutrality between the two nations, the English, with which 
his own has been so long and so intimately allied, and the Chinese, from motives 
well known to all. ^* 

The Undersigned cannot at the samo^time let slip this occasion , afforded by 
the Superintendent to express anew, in the name of his Government, his very 
great, and well-merited thanks for the frank and generous co-operation which has 
been offered, hut of which he is not able to avail himself for the reasons above 
Stated. • 



The British subjects retired of their own accord from Macao, with a view 
of not compromising this establishment, and by this step have placed themselves 
upder the necessity of not landing here so long as all the difficulties now existing 
shall continue unsettled; jvh'ich difficulties the Undersigned hopes to see termi¬ 
nated satisfactorily for all parties, it not being allowable for him to vary in any¬ 
thing from the maintenance of the neutrality above stated, until he shall receive 
express orders from his Government in that respect. 

The “ chops ” of the Mandarins, of which with reason the Superintendent 
complains, have beerf answered to the High Commissioner in a mafindr definite 
and positive, making him perceive that the British subjects retired of their own 
accord, and in this the Undersigned judges that the British subjects aud the 
dignity of the Portuguese Government will be equally satisfied. 

The Superintendent and all the British subjects were aware of the lively 
feelings with which the Undersigned saw them depart, and all knew that what 
protection was possible in the circumstances in which wo are hero placed wtfe 
given, and of this the Superintendent was convinced; and it appears to the Under¬ 
signed that the note already cited is thus satisfactorily answered, it Only remaining 
for him to renew the expression of his highest esteem anti consideration. 

The Governor, 

(Signed) ADRTAO ACC AGIO DA SILVL PTNTO. 


No. 157. - 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received February 1, 1840.) 

Ship Fort William, 

My Lord, Iloncf Kong, Septnnbe-r f>, 1889. 

1 YESTERDAY proceeded to Ivow Lnne, in the cutter Louisa, distant 
about four miles from this anchorage, where there were three large men-ot-war 
junks, whose presence, A collected from the natives about us, prevented the 
regular supplies of food, t was accompanied by the Pearl, a small armed-vessel, 
and Captain Smith of the Volagc was so good as to lend me the pinnace of his 
ship, and to go with me himself. But I can assure your Lordship, that though I am 
responsible for causing tho first shot to be fired, I did not anticipate any conflict 
when we left, and went accompanied solely for purposes of sufficient defence 
against insult or attack. 

The violent and vexatious measures heaped upon Her Majesty’s officer and 
subjects will, 1 trust, serve to excuse those feelings of irritation which have 
betrayed me into a measure that I am sensible, under loss trying circumstances, 
would bo difficult, indeed of vindication. But 1 proceed to state the circum- 
t stances as they took place, leaving their most favourable construction to your 
. JLordship’s unvarying kindness, and to that consideration for my harassing situa¬ 
tion which I am sure will be extended to me by ller Majesty’s Government. 

Upon our arrival at the station of the junks, which I found anchored in a 
A'lLno a-head and close order, under rather a formidable and well-manned battery, 
I brought up abreast of them at about pistol-shot distance, and despatched 
Mr. Gutzlaff in a small boat with two men* (perfectly unarmed) to the centre 
junk, taking her from her size and superior equipment to bo the vessel of the 
• commanding mandarin. 

Ho carried in his hand the papers marked No. 1 and No. 2, and the paper 
marked No. 3 are his notes of what took place. 

After five or six hours of delay and irritating evasiqn, I sent a boat on shore to 
a distant part of the bay with money to pnrchase u supplies, which the people suc¬ 
ceeded in doing, and were on the point of bridging away, when some mandarin 
runners approached, and obliged the natives to'tako, back their provisions. 

They returned to me witty, this intejjggenee, and .greatly provoked, I opened 
fire from the pinnace, the cutter, and WPmher Vessel, upon the three junks. It 
was answered both from themand tho%6|tery, with a spirit not at all unexpected' 
by me, for I have already had experienm*that the Chinese are much under-rated 
. in that respect. After a fire of almost half-an-hour against this -vastly sujperioir 
ftyjqe, we tyavded qff froia; the Mlurp. of ammunitionj said, 
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anticipating no serious results, we had not come in prepared for them. It was 
evident, however, that the junks had suffered considerably, and after a delay of, 
about three-quarters of an hour, tljey woighcil and t mnde sail from under the 
protection of the battery, with the obvious purpose of making their escape 
thYough an adjacent outlet. By this time we had made cartridges, and \v*ere in a 
state to renew the action, aud, as Captain Smith bad proceeded out to bring in 
Her Majesty’s ship, and wished the vessels to be prevented from escaping, I boro 
up ami engaged them again, and succeeded in beating them back to their former 
position: Iif this affair, as in the preceding, 1 was very gallantly supported by 
Mr. Roddie, the commander of the Pearl ; but the superior sailing of tho cutter, 
cast the task of sending back these three vessels upon that vessel; ami I can 
have no doubt that the impression, that such a force was more than enough to 
eopb witli three of their war-junks, will indispose; the Commissioner to revert to 
his menaced measures of attack against this fleet. By this time tho evening was 
closing in, and we returned to join the Vo/tr*)c and the boats from the fleet, then 
entering the bay for our support. During the night I conferred with Captain 
Smith, aud he acceded to nt^ recommendation, not to proceed in the morning 
and destroy the three junks; and above all, not to land men for the purpose of 
attack upon the battery, a measure that w ould probably lead to the destruction of 
tliemeiglibouring village, and great injury and irritation of the inhabitants. If 
her services had been required for our support against a state of actual attack, 
such considerations could not have prevailed; but it did not appear to me to be 
judicious, or, indeed, becoming, to recommend the employment of Tier Majesty’s 
ship in the destruction of three junks, already most effectually checked by my 
own small vessel, with the assistance of another scarcely larger. There had been 
no act of aggression against Her Majesty’s slop, and her active interference was 
unnecessary for the support of the honour of the flag. 

, The impression that, this heavy force was not to be lightly used, and that 
there was no disposition to protract hostile measures, would be salutary; indeed 
in every respect it seemed to me to be our duty to confine her services to defence 
against attack, agreeably to the Commander-in-Chiefs orders to himself, and 
despatch to me. Concurring in this reasoning, he has returned this morning to 
his former anchorage at Hong-Kong, for the purpose of continuing our organisa¬ 
tion of defence against the attacks of the Commissioner, so long threatened, but 
which I trust and believe the presence of Her Majesty’s ship will avert. The 
only casualty 1 have to report on this occasion, is a flesh wound in the arm to 1 
Captain Douglas, of the ship Cambridge, in a gallant attempt to carry one of the 
junks at the close of the day; and two of his boat’s crew nlso wounded rather 
more severely. I am greatly indebted to this gentleman for his public spirit in 
purchasing, at Iris own charge, at Singapore, on his w-ay up, twenty-two 18 lb. 
guns, (hearing of our desperate condition at Canton). And I have no doubt that 
tho sight of this imposing vessel, manned with a strong crew of Europeans, has 
discouraged attempts upon this fleet for the last two months. I should hope 
that Her Majesty’s Government will be pleased to pay the expenses of this ship' 
during the time he has performed these very valuable services in the absence oF 
any ship of war, and reimburse him for the expense of the guns, and otherwise'^ 
reward him as may seem right to your Lordship. Meritorious public impulses 
and pecuniary risks of. this description will not be Jost upon the.Queen’s Govern¬ 
ment. And the ship is still performing the useful service of guarding one of the 
entrances into this harbour, against the fire rafts, and war-junks, with which we 
are menaced. 

The Inclosure, No. 4, is a paper 3 have circulated on shore since the affair* 


of yesterday. 





I have, &c., 


■. (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

* Chief Superintendent 


P. S, I take this occasion to inclose the oopy.of a remonstraned I placed in 
the hands'of the official pilot, * few, days since, (for transmission to the Kouh 
Min Foo), when he brought me a proclamation from the Commissioner and 
Governor, which 1 declined to receive upon the grounds stated to your Lordship 
in otfier piacesvifeu •••*.• -?>. 

* ,-v (Signed) ! f CHARLES ELLIOT. 



'448 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 157 

Notice to the Chinese People against Poisoning the Water. 

IIong-Kong, Sept. 2, 1839. 

A PLACARD, said to be posted on shore at IIong-Kong, to the following 
effect, lias this daylieen exhibited to Elliot, the English Superinteifdc'nt:— 

“ Poison has been put into this water, which will destroy the bowels if it 
be drank. Let none of opr people take it to drink.” 

He knows that the higher officers are incapable of issuing such shameful 
papers, and that they are the w.ork of low and designing men. 

Elliot now exhorts alt the good and peaceable natives of the neighbourhood 
not to lend themselves to such practices, so sure to draw down the just wrath 
of the great Emperor, and to lead to conflict with the foreign men. 

Here are sevcnvTthousands of persons who li&Ve done no eVil, but who, on 
the contrary, venerate the Emperor, and know that these troubles have arisen 
because his gracious commands have been violated, and because the truth is 
concealed from him. These men have arms in their hands, and is it reasonable 
to suppose they will suffer themselves to he starved to death ai>d poisoned ? 
These are vain and foolish thoughts. 

Elliot has strictly commanded all the men of his nation to treat the natives 
of the land with justice and kindness, and to pay faithfully for all that is sup¬ 
plied. So long as the provisions and water arft fnrnisned without difficulty, 
Elliot will be responsible for the preservation of the peace. If they are stopped, 
Elliot knows that there will be conflict, and the blame will fall upon the heads 
of those by whom these troubles have been incited. * 

If any injury be done to the unoffending natives by the men of the English 
nation let them prefer their complaints, and they shall be redressed. 

Whilst the people are commanded to poison the water for the cruel 
destruction of the men ,'of the English nation, these English foreigners are 
risking their own lives, and freely using their own means, to save and succour 
the pcpple of the land. On the 30tli day of last month, thirty Chinese, 
belonging to Chaouchow, in this province, were landed from the English vessel 
Manly, having been saved from shipwreck, near the coast of Manila, about one 
month since. The men of the English nation consider it an act of sacred duty 
to assist the natives of the land in distress; and, since Elliot has been in the 
country, several hundreds have been saved from shipwreck, and restored to then- 
fathers and the care of their families, by the kindness of the English people. 

Is it a suitable return to deprive them of supplies of food, and to poison 
the water which they are accustomed to drink ? 

For the sake of peace, Elliot writes these words. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 157. * . 

Captain Elliot to the Officers at Kow Jjune. 

c Kow Lune, September 4, 1839. 

HERE are several thousands of men of the English nation deprived of 
regular supplies of food; and assuredly if this state of things subsists, there 
will be frequent conflicts. , And the Honourable 'Officers will be responsible for 
the consequences.. v,; is-V. ' 

These'are the words of peace and justice., i* ' '* • 

' v (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 15 7. 

‘Minute of Conversations held by Mr. Gulzlojf with<so7ne Mandarins at the 

Anchorage of Kowlune. , 

, September A y 1S39. 

WHEN coming alongside the first junk in a two-oared gig, the soldiers put 
forth their,hoarding pikes; on suturing them, however, that 1 was unarmed, 
and had come alone, for peaceful purposes, they were ashamed of their untimely 
■ show of resistance. After some desultory conversation, they told me that there 
was no officer on hoard; the spokesman, however, though dressed in the 
comjnon garb of the people, appeared to me as a naval officer. He informed 
me, that no public documents could be received and forwarded bv the junks, 
but if I had to communicate anything verbglly, lie should he too happy to listen 
to my request. I then stated the reason ol our coming, and showed him tire 
' necessity of out; procuring supplies of provisions, since it was impossible that 
such a large fleet could subsist without them. lie received the paper containing 
an enumeration of our grievances, and read it very attentively, but. said that he 
was unable to act on his own responsibility and permit the people to come oil’, 
hut he was perfectly willing to report the matter to his superiors. I turned then 
to the crew, and asked them, saying, “ Suppose you were without food for any 
length of time, and debarred from buying it, would you wait until the case was 
transmitted to the higher authorities, or procure for yourself the same by every 
•means in your power ?” Thcj; all exclaimed, “Certainly nobody will like to 
starve, and necessity has no law.” They directed me, however* to the other 
junk, where a low naval officer was said to reside. There [ repeated my former 
arguments, with nearly the same result, of convincing them of the necessity of 
permitting the people to coYue off and sell provisions. 

In this manner I went repeatedly backward and forward, repeating the 
tenor of our conversation to Captain Elliot. I also took two hundred dollars 
■>with me, assuring them that we. could not, leave the place until we had obtained 
supplies. The soldiers soon afterwards went off in a boat, to consult with the 
officer in the adjacent fort, and promised to tell us his opinion. It then 
appeared that nothing couhl he done, unless the matter were duly reported to 
the deputy of the Commissioner, who resides in the neighbourhood, and leave 
obtained from the Plenipotentiary himself. Having handed in to them a paper 
dictated by Captain Elliot, I most solemnly declared verbally, that all the mis¬ 
chief arising from their not permitting the people to come off to our ships would 
recoil on themselves, arid besought them not to carry things to extremities, as 
the most disastrous consequences would naturally follow. At their request, I 
wrote also a list of the articles wanted ; but was told that they could not be pro¬ 
cured: something, however, would be made a present to us, to satisfy our 
immediate necessities, for which, however-, no payment could be received. This 
was a mere manoeuvre to gain time for manning the fort, whither numbers 
crowded. Alter the most pathetic appeal to their feelings, and having described 
the disasters which certnhlJy would ensue from their obstinacy, I left them, and 
returned on hoard the cutter,—having thus repeatedly besought them to prevent, 
by timely yielding, lyss of life, anti all the concomitant feelings of men made 
desperate bv hunger. 

(Signed) CHARLES GUTZLAFF. 

, Joint Interpreter. 


: lnclosure 4 in No.' 157. 

•v. • . • ':■••••.. - - - ■ ' . ; . 

• Netice to the Clutnese Peopteregarding the peacefulness of our objects. 

m 

. ^ ’* ' September 5, 1839. 

'I’HE men of the English natidtk desircriiotbiug but peace; but they cannot 
submit to be poisoned und starved. The Imperial cruizers they have no wish to 
molest .or impede ; but they must not prevent the people from selling. To 
deprive men of fobpiis the act only of the unfriendly and hostile. 

1 3 M ' 
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' Inclosure 5 in No, 1,17* 

* ’ 

(Japt. Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner and Governor of Canton. 

< * ' ‘ 

Hong-kong, September 2, 1839. , 

IS it consistent with peace, or with the dignity of the empire, to drive forth 
from their houses, and to deprive of supplies of food, and of attendance, women 
in the pains of child-birth, sick persons, and young children, upon the pretext 
that Elliot does not deliver up a man to be killed, although lie has solemnly and 
repeatedly declared that he has strictly investigated according to the laws of his 
country, and that he is unable to discover who the guilty mail is; and although 
it is most certain that the seamen of American ships Were on shore, and engaged 
in the riot which led to this disaster. f Is it desired that Elliot should deliver 
up any man indiscriminately, and involve the higher officers, as well as himself, 

* in the guilt of murdering an innocent man ? «. . 

Again Elliot asks,—Is it consistent with peace, or with the dignity of the 
empire, for the High Commissioner to encourage the natives of the land to acts 
of the worst description of violence against the men of his nation ? 

On the lfith day of the .moon, native boats, which there is every reason to 
believe had mandarins on board, (for Elliot is in possession of a cap left there, 
such as is usually worn by native soldiers,) suddenly attacked a small English 
passage-boat, off’the south-west end of Lantern, plundered her of much valuable 
property, caused six of the crew to lose their liyes by drowning, attempted to 1 
blow up the vessel, and cruelly wounded and disfigured an English gentleman, 
by cutting off*oue of his ears, and stabbing him in thirty places. 

At Hong-kong Elliot finds that the water has been poisoned; and though 
he knows the Commissioner never could have given an order so sure to draw 
down upon his head the terrible wrath of Heaven, and of the Emperor, still it is 
to he believed that the water would not have been poisoned, or the boat attacked, 
unless the Commissioner had incited the natives to acts of violence against the 
people of the English nation by untrue and inflammatory proclamations on the 
walls of Macao. 

Elliot, who is an humble foreign officer, has done far more in fulfilment of 
of the just Imperial will, for the suppression of the traffic in opium, than the 
High Commissioner, and is ready still farther to manifest his sincere earnestness 
by separating the lawful from the lawless trade. But when he offered to do so, 
the Commissioner refused to receive his sealed addresses iu the manner agreed 
upon between the Governor of these provinces and himself on the 25th of 
April, 1837. , 

Tlius the first interruption of the communication is attributable to the 
,. Commissioner, and its continued interruption arises from Elliot’s determination 
- to receive no papers whilst the walls of Macao are covered with unjust and 
inflammatory proclamations against him and* all the men of the nation,.and 
whilst his countrymen are deprived of their servants and supplies of food. 

Let these things be adjusted, and Elliot is reidv immediately to open 
honourable and friendly communication with the officers, and use his sincerest 
efforts to settle all things according to the principles of reason and justice, upon 
the basis of effectually separating the lawful trade from the unlawful, and of 
securing the faithful payment of the Imperial duties by the British ships. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


My Lord, 

IN protectio 
seriously injured 
their constrained 


No. 158. t - - . 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. .... 

! * . ' .f • -.fV-.VJv- ■ ' : . . 

Ship Fort William, HontpKong^ Stptmnher 8, 1839. 
traders in China, (whose interests would be 
feg the American merchants to avail themselves of. 
o?u Canton to <x^'on'tke tmde^b : i@i^ Britain, 
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by transshipment from American into British bottoms outside the port of Canton, 
mnd other indirect means,) I' humbly hope her Majesty’s Government will take 
such steps as may be necessary to prevent the entrance of cargoes of China 

! rod ace into the United Kingdom, if the manifests shall not be signed by me, till 
Jespatches shall be received from here, announcing the opening of the? trade on 
some such footing as will put it in the power of British merchants to carry on 
British business. , 

Voiy .-Lordship will permit me to remind you that these'persons arc 
abiding at Canton, at the. formal sacrifice of most. Important principles 
of policy, which Her Majesty’s,, their own, and all the Western Governments 
hitherto firmly repudiated in the intercourse with China; neither can there 
any doubt that the Trade would long since have been temporarily re¬ 
established on some safe and respectable footing if they had left Canton 
with us, as they ought to have done. ■ They were the more called upon to 
pursue this course because it was entirely owing to rny deeply responsible and 
active interference in their behalf that the Americans were saved from an 
exceedingly critical dilemma during our late imprisonment at Clanton. Jn our 
common difficulties I felt it my duty to act for them as beneficially as I possibly 
could, not only because of the friendship between Her Majesty’s and the American 
Governments, but because 1 know that union amongst foreigners for all honour¬ 
able Objects, is the best defence against the encroaching spirit of the Chinese 
authorities. It was not till the Commissioner received a certificate under my 
hand, that the declaration of tluvAmcrican Consul was faithful, that he ceased 
his persecutions upon themand I sedulously endeavoured to avert other 
most perplexing consequences from falling upon them, to the considerable 
aggravation of my own responsibilities and anxieties. Their submission to 
the inadmissible pretensions of this Co\eminent and to the practical reduc¬ 
tion of the foreigners at Canton almost, to the condition of the Dutch at Japan, 
is excessively inconvenient ,lo the interests of the Western Nations holding 
intercourse with China. 

1 would respectfully suggest the expediency of a representation to the 
American Government concerning proceedings, for which their citizens here 
have never pretended to put forward any other excuse, than the perfectly un¬ 
founded and unbecoming declaration, that they have nothing to expect from the 
protection of their own Government, and must therefore look to their immediate 
interests at the sacrifice of all. general considerations. 

Tlie critical struggle with the Chinese Government respecting the affair of 
the 7th July, could never have assumed its present most serious aspect, if the 
Americans had admitted the unquestionable truth of my representation, 
that their citizens were engaged in the affray, that it was impossible to say 
whether the offender was American or British, and that they never could consent 
to the delivering up of a man to, the Chinese Government in satisfaction of a 
homicide brought home against no foreign individual. Adherence to this princi¬ 
ple is as necessary to them as’to us, and their direct connexion with the riot t>f 
the 7th July, cast.upon them the duty of asserting it on this occasion. 

• , I have, &c,, 

CHARLES ELLIOT, • 

...» Chief Superintendent. 

P.S. I take this occasion to inclose a Memorial signed by all the British 
firms, which, has this day been submitted to me for transmission to your 
Lordship. 

CHARLES ELLIOT. 


PUBLIC NOTICE. 

; . *\lacao,'July 59, 1839.. 

NOTICE is hereby given,. That the Chief Superintendent has moved Her 
Majesty’s and the. British Indian Governments, to forbid the entrance of Tea 
c and other. Produce from this Country, imported in.-British Vesselsentering the 
<■ Port-of CaOthn. in violation of his lawful injunctions, to.the serious injury of. 
measures talten for the general security of this Trade. ' And the Chief Superin- 

*--V V ; V ' , -.‘V , .3 .Dd 2 ■ 4, „. 
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tendentlias further to give Notice, that he has also moved Her Majesty’s and 
the British Indian Governments, to, forbid thg entrance of, cargoes from this 
Country (till the Port of Canton be declared* sate for British Trade under his 
hand and seal), 'except theirmanifests be duly signed in his presence. e 

BV Order of the Chief Superintendent. 

(Signed) EDWARD 1CLMSLIE, 
Secretary and Treasurer to the Superintendents. 


Inclosure in No. 1 $8. . 


Memorial of British Merchants resident in China to Viscount Palmerston. < 

My Lord, Hong Kong Bay, September 7, 1839. 

WE, the undersigned British Merchants, lately residing at Canton, several 
of whom had the honour of addressing your Lordship on the '23rd of May 
last, on the subject of the outrageous proceedings of the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment in March last, arc ouce more compelled respectfully, but most earnestly, 
to address your Lordship, in consequence of having been again subjected to 
further acts of arbitrary violence from the same source. 

On completion of the surrender of the Opium by Her Majesty’s Superin¬ 
tendent to the Imperial Commissioner, on behalf of Iler Majesty’s Government, 
(particulars of which have been laid before ^our Lordship,) your memorialists 
retired from Canton to Macao, in obedience to the injunctions of Her Majesty’s 
Superintendent, in the hope of being allowed to remain peaceably in that 
settlement, until otherwise arranged by the authority of Iler Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment. 

After a residence of three months in Macao, your memorialists have been 
compelled suddenly to abandon that settlement, stud seek refuge on board their 
ships, in consequence of menacing preparations of the Imperial Commissioner, 
and Edicts ordering the departure of British subjects, on pain of severe punish¬ 
ment ; at the same time holding us responsible with our lives for the surrender 
of an individual to suffer death, in satisfaction of the alleged murder of a native 
in an accidental affray with some British and American seamen, a few weeks 
since, at the anchorage of Hong Kong. .* 

Her Majesty’s Superintendent has been unable, after a careful investigation 
according to the forms of British law, to fix such charge of murder on any 
British, subject...- .-. .-.-. 

Without any charge whatever against your Memorialists, individually or 
collectively, from the High Commissioner, in connexion with the ostensible 
cause, of our actual expulsion from Macao, we were first deprived of our servants 
... and supplies of food, and then compelled to abandon our dwellings, without 
previous preparation, and in the possession of means barely adequate for the 
removal of our books, papers, and articles of immediate use and necessity, 
... under circumstances involving much cruel privation to families and invalids. 

The Governor of Macao was pleased to express his anxiety to afford all aid 
in his power to the British community ; but His Excellency did not attempt to 
conceal from your Memorialists the fact of Kis real inability t© give them efficient 
protection ; and they quitted that Settlement under a perfect conviction that 
such a course was imperatively necessary for the general safety. 

Your Memorialists further beg leave to call to your Lordship’s serious 
notice, a case o,f aggravated outrage, committed by some Chinese boats full of 
armed men, and bearing the flags of Mandarins, upon a British-owned passage 
boat, containing seven Lascars and an English Trader,(then in the act of remo¬ 
ving with his personal effects from Macao to Hong Kong), whom they cruelly 
mutilated; and after mUrderingtJlve, of the Lascarsi and robbing the vessel of 
much valuable property, set ^ffl^ and' then abandoned it ; an event, which 
although your Memorialists^ ^p mt consider it to have been committed with the 
knowledge of the Infperisi' MpW MBsidBar, yet they, can entertain little doubt 

highly, menacing character of some, of his late 
. .t bearing towards foreigners, and especially 
Inferior, officers to .conceiye that any, jaicts of 
Sited with impunity. ’•.,/> 


that it is mainly attributab 
Edicts, and,to his generally^ 
the British; thus inducing 
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w / ^ ,, ^ ’f ft* if', 1 l x *» x ” ’ ' -“»’ . t 

In the forrtier Memorial, an opinion ex^essed,}. tha,t ,after the violent 

riqts of the High Commissioner hi March last, -the return of British subjects to 
Canton would be alike dangerous to themselves^ to’the. property of their con¬ 
stituents, and derogatory to the hoiiour of their country, until such time as the 
power of the British Government might convince the Chinese* authorities that 
such outrages would not be endured. . 

And it was 'further stated that such powerful interference could alone 
prevc&t the jJficurrcuce of similar jor. more violent proceedings. Your Memori¬ 
alists may respectfully refer your Lordship to the facts now detailed, in illustra¬ 
tion of the jus. ice of that opinion. 

It appears unnecessary to add,, that the circumstance of the British being 
outside the Port, instead of iti Canton, has merely changed the scone, not the 
nature, of the Commissioner’s persecutions; there being every reason to believe 
that had we remained iri Canton, the plimtby which the Commissioner succeeded 
in extorting property to the value of between two and three millions sterling, 
would again have been resorted to, for the purpose of endeavouring to enforce 
the surrender of an innocent man for capital punishment. 

We have, &c., ’ 

Dent and Co. Macvicar and Co. 

Bell and Co. * Vanikllott. 


D. M. ltusTOMJEE arid Co. J a koine, Matmeson and Co. 

Fox, Rawson and Co. , ' Bomanjer Maneckjee, 

Lindsay and Co; Framjee Jamsetjek, . , 

Dibom and Co. « Cawasjee Shapoorjee Tabac, 

Gribblh, Hughes and Co. P. pro. Jamieson & How. Wm.Almacx. 

Robt. Wise, Holliday arid Co. Burjonjek Sohabjer, 

Eglinton Maitlanjli, IIoumajee Fkamjek, 

W. & T. Gunnell and Co. , Cowasjeg Safoorjekv 

Turner and Co. • '» Burjonjek Manockjee, t 
Cox and Anderson, Nessewanjee Bomanjeb, 

A. & D.Furooonjee, Pestonjee Cawasjee, 

G. Hogg, i Cawasjee Pallanjee. 
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No. 159. 

• • 4 

Captain ElHnt Id Viscount Palmerston.-—(Received February 1,1840.) 

Ship ForjWHliam, 

.My Lord, 1 Iforig Fong, Septcfaher 23,1839. 

ON the evening of the day that I .closed ray last degpatch (8th instant,) - 
Mr- MacDonald,-master of tjie British armed schooner Psyche, at present taken up 
for the service of Her Majesty’s Government, very imprudently left the harbour 
•without orders, in#,boat belonging to the ship Mymm Biram, taking with him 
fifteen people tOrreconnpitre a pnssxjgo in the immediate vicinity of this anchor-, 
age, said to be occupied hy a force ox" war junks. 

The, absence of .thb boat was unaccountably, pnd culpably pever reported to * 
Captain Smith or myself;-and we neither of us knew she had left the fleet till the 
evening of the next day (the 9th). 

Casting attention upon the actual state of nfl'airs, your.Lordship will conceive 
tlie intense anxiety this circumstance occasioned us. No time was lost in 
despatching vessels in the direction in which the boat had proceeded, -jnider the 
command of the Officers of the Volarjc, with an interpreter; rewards were ofl'ered 
to the. natives for"information, and every ellsrt was made to ascertain her fate. 

, The search, however, was attended with no other than a variety of reports,, 
leading to the conclusion that she lmd been cut oil; and that the Europeans were 
either - killed,, or taken up to the Bocca Tigris. This state of excessive disquie¬ 
tude ajuVuncoi-tainty harassed us tiM the evening of the 10th instant, and then 
in the full persuasion that she lmd been cutoffi f felt it became me to recom¬ 
mend the most xitgeut measure in my power, chloujated to convince this Govern¬ 
ment that, the further detention or injury of IIct’M ajesty’s subjects under such 
circumstances;,was rin aet of war agaiust tier Majesty. ,- 

-M,, therefore • addressed the accompanying letter to Captain’ Bmith of the 
Volage, and the lnc'iGsures 4 and 5 are that officer’s reply, and his notice of 

hiopkade.; vV ’ 4 

Oh. the.T3th we proceeded to Macao in Her Majesty’s- ship, personally to 
cohimmuctite with the Governor concerning "the situation of Her Majesty’s sub¬ 
jects on hoard this fleet, and to proceed, if needful, to the Bocca Tigris. We had 
scarcely left' this harbour when we fell in with ah English ship coming over from.. 
Macao, communicating the unexpected and welcome information that Mr. Mac¬ 
Donald arid till his people were safe oh hoard- - 

It appeared that ti strong adverse tide%ad caught him in the narrow passage. . 

, He .proposed to Explore; and having observed a considerable force hi his rear, he 
judged i|, prudpnt id posh on through the other outlet,.- and fortunately succeeded 
in making his way to Macao without molestation.- There were no sails or pro¬ 
visions ill the boat,; and the exhausted, condition of tbe people accounts for the 
length of a passages, that had left us without hope that lie could have proceeded 
to Mariao.*. " > . y,-- 

1, pried hardly say, my Lord, that the measure of a blockade nevef could have 
presented it^lf cither to Captain Sriiitlror myself except under a conviction that 
' certain of Her Majesty’s subjects wCTe.,,aeturiUy in*-the hands of the Government. 
The other circumstances ’adyertod to in the’’notice were indeed in a strong 
degree justiflcatei'y of it, but it was occasioned entirely by the fact df Mr. Mac- 
' -' Donai.d’4'm8appett4ipice, And the . infbrmmg|ten.<l/belief jth'ft, he other 

Europeans bail fallen into the hands o^ B pgeMgjui^n.^-- •>.’*»” 

% I ain perfectly sengjble your;ppr^M|^<jimld;4;eV0countenance measures of 
A such A hAfrijm : upoii ;thn%bipnd 4fja^%'.-5uded 4«t jwith' the firm beliof 

it will be thought 

that T ■tfjim^ust.ified ilf-meriaure •. of - a 'public and 
.nafippai ehajstcter jrr orir aspect oj| 

t> cimumsfcanb^f it tAp bri no ^Pnture^tp'-paps^ 

briypad.' $uTitf'CqTeof nothing 
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Is plain to me that tho peace of this-province, cannot be preserved, or the public 
emergencies met. 

In the altered state of circumstances of these people’s safety, however. 
Captain Smith concurred with me, that we were called upon to refrain from any 
measures of an active nature, and with this impression, lie issued the accom¬ 
panying noth*. . 

I avail myself of this occasion to afford your Lordship the satisfactory infor¬ 
mation that the earnestness of my dispositions concerning the regular supply of 
providpus. mmiifested by the affair at Kow Lune, has had tho effect of relaxing 
all rigour on that important point* The natives nre no longer impeded in tho 
abundant supply of the ships, at little above the usual rates, and the notices 
with respect to the poisoning of the water have been removed. 

But. my Lord, that, and an event to be reported in another despatch, have, 
I cdifnot. doubt, mainly contributed to induce the sober train of reflection in the 
mind of the Commissioner, which enables mc*to hold out to-Hcr Majesty’s 
Government the hope, that we are upon tjje eve of some satisfactory temporary 
solution of actual difficulties. 

*• *" J JjjYp 

• (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

.Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 159, . 

*• 

Captain Elliot to Captain H. Smith. 

Ship Fort William, 

Sir, Hong Kong, 1 Olh September, 1839. 

T1TE inclosed is a translation of the Proclamation by their Excellencies 
the Governor and the High Commissioner, concerning which we have heard so 
many rumours during thesc/lEfst few days. 

Under these manifestations of dark and undistinguishing violence against 
all Her Majesty’s subjects in this country .upon the most unjustifiable pretexts, 
and having regard to the unexplained attack upon the passage-boat Blade Joke, 
and ihe still more disastrous cutting off of the boat- of the Miram, Dirum, 1 
consider it incumbent upon myself to request you will forthwith.- declare tile Port 
and River of Canton in u state of blockade. 

Proposing, however, to .disturb any actually commenced undertakings as 
little as may be possible, with due regard to the need of impressing upon this 
Government the gravity of the emergency, I would suggest that the notice of 
blockade should allow unobstructed,pgress to all vessels actually within the port 
of Canton, or entering within one week next after the date thereof. 

The Inclosure No. 2 is* a notice which it has seemed to me to he highly 
necessary to promulgate at this crisis, in order to leave no room for the infer- j 
ence that Her Majesty’s officers/ civil or military, are countenancing or protecting 
lawless traffic on the coasts of this Empire., 

• I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 159 ^ 

Proclamation calling on fke people to arm themselves, to resist parties of English 
'*'■ u. y, landing on their Coasts. 

. 

LIN, High Imperial Commissioner, &q., and Tang,. Governor of the Two 
Kwang, &c. A ProclamaidpA, giving clear cdbmands. , 

Whereas the English iforcaghers, in their overhearing pride dad impraetU 
cability, have withstood the prohibitory etActraente ; those depraved individuals, 
who in opium, have continued tq linger at Macao ; the empty store-ships 
which have 1 surrendered their opium, have thus long, remained anchored in the 
outer «tau; md. newly-arrived merchant vessels, neglecting to surrender what 

V .. j f * « i ,v . • • 'V t ^ '*.*.* . 




opium they hgff brought, have collected together at Hong-Kong and the neigh¬ 
bourhood, Entering Whain|?ao, c 'rnor yet sailing back again, whereby 

occasion wak gjyehvift a duunken.brawl, to cause the death of Lin Wre-hee, one 
of the people 1 of the Empire: and,, whereas we, the Commissioner and the 
Governor, having reiterafedlty issued commands to the Superintendent Elliot, 
justly to investigate and take proceedings therein ,he has still withstood us, ha« 
not received our Commands, andJias sheltered and failed to deliver up the mur¬ 
derer, (acts of contumacy add’ ^ stiff-necked presumption, such as cannot he 
surpassed)- Therefore, we, the Commissioner and the Governor Jhave given 
strict commands to the local oncers, civil and military, :at every point,'by land 
and by water, faithfully to intercept and wholly to cut off from, the : English all 
supplies, that they may be made to fear and to pay the tribute of fealty. 

We now find, that these.English foreigners, though they have one and all 
left Macao, have yet gone to reside on board the foreign ships,, at..,Hong-Koiig; 
and it is to be apprehended, that,*in the extremity of their embarrassment, some 
may land at the outer villages and hatijlets along the coast, forcibly to purchase 
provisions, or plunder the inhabitants. Against chances of this nature, it is 
most necessary to take all precautionary and preventive measures. 1 

Tor this reason we make proclamation to all the gentry and elders, the 
shopkeepers, and inhabitants of the outer villages and haihlets along the coast, 
for their full information. Pay you all immediate obedience hereto ; assemble 
yourselves together for consultation; purchase arms and weapons; join together 
the stoutest, of your, villagers; and thus be prepared to defend yourselves;- If 
any of the said Foreigners be found goiug^on shore to cause trouble, all 
and every of the people are permitted to fire upon them, to withstand and drive 
them back, or to make prisoners of them. They assuredly will never.be able, 
few in number, to oppose the many. , Even when they land to take water from 
the springs, stop their.progress, and let them not have it in their power to drink. 
But so lotig as the said foreigners do not go on shore, ypu must not presume to 
go in boats near to their vessel, • causing in othsr ways disturbances that will 
surely draw ,on you severe investigations. 

Taoukwaiig, i!)th year, 7th month, 23rd day (31st August. 1839). 

(True Translation.) . 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, n 

Chinese Secretary amt Interpreter. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 159. 

GENERAL MEMORANDUM. 

To Cqynmapders of all British Vessels, 1 anil others Her Majesty’s Subjects. 

ShipYort William, 

" Hong-Kong, September 11, 1839. 

u Ih'e pretexts put forward by the Commissioner, for the vindi- 
Qatioh':$i h,is ingaiures of dark and undistinguishing violence against all Her 
Majesty’s subjects in China, men, women; and children, is the declaratioUvthat 
-some of them ure actually, engaged in the illicit traffic of opium jit.this anchorage. 
The Chief Superintendent, on his part, considering jt his .duty t<> leave no just 
room for.the inference that Her Majesty’s flag is ffymg hero in, the countenance 
or protection of persons engaged in a trade desfaritl ;to be-lawless by the 
Government of this country, (to the great aggravati^of the risks of; the ships 
detained till the lawful trade can be conducted on e safe and honourable footing,) 
ha£ nbw to require all commanders of ships not having opium onboard; to repaid 
to this vess$ witbin,thc next 48 hou^,and make c oatb%) : '< 

And, moved by thefpfosbng publioh.conside^i6oa«ii"ertihbefore set forth, 
the Chief Superintendcnt’has .to alLBrit&h Steels engaged in the 

traffic of opium/hhould^immediately d@i<?ft frOffi this'hhr^ur a&^-qbqsty 
By order of the Cha| Superintendent; *: J * , 

;' SecretdiyitandT/^ttrer 't6-&#:j$uperm?endents, 
gjN-B. Copies of this .memori^dum may be had on jfet thbghip Fort T$$$iam. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 159. 

. Captain Smith to Captain Elliot; 

Sir, - ' ’ •* Her Majesty's Ship Volage, Hong Kong,•September U, 1839. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
instant, inclosing (,No. 1) the Proclamation of their Excellencies the Governor 
and the High Commissioner, against the lives of Her Majesty’s subjects. 

* Taking maturely into consideration this Proclamation, together with the 
circumstance of the cutting off of the boat of the Myram Dirom, and the. inse¬ 
curity of the shipping here, I most fully concur with you in seeing the necessity 
for our self-preservation, to declare immediately the port and river of Canton 
in a state of Blockade, the’ notice of which I herewith transmit to you, and 
request you will make it public. “ As this anchorage is assailable from so 
many points, and as I observed to-day that more Junks have arrived in Cow- 
loon Bay with a considerable number of armed men, I take the liberty of sug¬ 
gesting to you the propriety of causing the shipping here to be removed to the . 
anchorage below Chuenpec, as Her Majesty’s vessels will then be able, not 
only to maintain the blockade, bid. to give the British shipping the necessary 
protection.” 

With respect to Inclosvfre No. 2, I quite agree with you that at this crisis 
it is highly necessary it should be fully understood. Her Majesty’s Officers are 
not in any way countenancing or protecting the illegal traffic of opium on the 
coast of China. « 

I have the honour to he, &c., 

(Signed) H. SMITH, 

Captain. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 159. 

OFFICIAL PUBLIC NOTICE. 

THE High Commissioner and the Governor of these Provinces having 
publicly forbidden the regular supplies of food to Her Majesty’s subjects; 
having commanded the people to fire upon and seize them whenever they go on 
shore to purchase provisions ; and certain of Her Majesty’s subjects having been . 
actually cut off, Notice is hereby given that it is my intention at the requisition ’ 
of the Chief Superintendent of the trade of British subjects in China to establish 
a blockade of the river afid port of Canton: And Notice is hereby further given 
that none other than vessels actually within the port, or foreign vessels entering 
within six days fronVthe date hereof will be allowed free egress till the blockade 
be declared raised. 

Notice of the blockading force Will be hereafter promulgated. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty’s ship Volage , at anchor in 
Hong Kong Bay, off the Port of Canton, this 11th day of September, 1839. 

* ■ (Signed) H. SMITH, 

. : , - ,* Captain of Her Britannic Majesty’s Ship Volage. 


S-M- 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 159. 


OFFICIAL PUBLIC NOTICE. 


THE safety of certain of Her Britannic Majesty’s subjects, supposed to have 
been cut off by the officers of the Chinese, Government, haying heeh ascer¬ 
tained, and negotiations being opened upon the basis of the withdrawal of the 
proclamations against the lives and liberty of Her said Majesty’s subjects, 

It is hereby declared that, till further notice be given, (founded upon the 
result of such negotiations,) the blockade notified by me on the 11th instant 
will not be established, and veSsels continuing to enter tyill be permitted to pass, 
and unobstructed. f 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty’s ship Volage, at anchor 
in Hong Kong Bay, off the port of Canton, this, sixteenth day of September, 
1839. ' 


(Signed) H. SMITH, 

Captain of Her Britannic Majesty’s ship Volage. 
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No. 1. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 13, 184.0,) 

« 

. My Lord, » Macao, October 21, 1839, 

IN ray despatch pf tlie 23rd ultimo, I expressed the hope, that it 
would soon be in ray powef to put an end to the state of great danger and 
difficulty then existing; and 1 have now to report its realization in an 
adjustment, temporary, indeed, but honourable. 

The British community is returning to Macao, the sliips will proceed 
immediately to discharge their cargoes, and, in all respects, there is a 
restoration of the usual tranquillity; neither has t here been any departure, 
as your Lordship will hardly need to be told, from the principles, that it 
was impossible for me to deliver up a man in compensation for the native 
Lin-Weihc; or to accede to signing of a bond of consent to the trial and 
capital punishment of the Queen’s subjects, by Chinese forms of pro¬ 
ceeding. 

• The general report of these proceedings must be deferred till I am 
enabled to make it with more convenience and leisure than I can do at 
present, pressed with immediate business, and with part of my establish¬ 
ment, and the archives of iuybffiee, still embarked. But the'inclosed" 
papers will place Her Majesty’s Government in possession of the terms of 
the present agreemerft ' 

I have, &c„ 

' 1 . (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


IpcibSure I- in No. 1. 

. (From the* Curitiffc Register of October 23,1839.) 

THE followihg is ah Abstract, of Her Majesty’s Superintendent’s 
Proceedings and Correspondence with 'the High Commissioner and the 
Governor of Canton, to which we alluded io the Register oT yesterday; 
and the arrangements between*the British merchants and the Linguists, 
.concluded at yesterday V meetings, are - also now published for general 
information.^ ; / ’ 

We abstain at pret jdt froirt offering any remarks «n these matters. 



Captain Billiot having favoured two gentlemen of the Committee of * 
the British Chamber of Comm’erce with the perusal of the Documents 
connected with the Negotiations now pending with the Chinese Govern-. 
fnent, with permission to make an Abstract, of their Contents for general 
information, the folio wing* has been drawn up:— 

Memorandum of Negotiations between the Imperial Commissioner and 

Captain Elliot. 


Four propositions or conditions of amicable arrangement forwarded in the 
name of the Commissioner and Governor of Canton. 

t \ 

1st. CAPTAIN ELLIOT*is accused of keeping the vessels outside, 
for the purpose of smuggling; but iy>w appearing desirous of establishing 
a permanent and honourable trade; he must collect all the opium and 
deliver it up. If it be still retained on board the,ships, it will only remain 
to set lire to the whole. 

2ndly. It is asked, if Caotain Elliot is unable to detect the murderer 
of Lin Wei he. among the persons found guilty of riot and assault in the 
late affray,—What is to prevent their being sent for trial by the Chinese 
oflicers, one only to be kept to answer for the crime? 

3rdly. Thchnmcdiatc departure of the store ships and the rest of the 
proscribed is required; and in the event of disobedience, the ships are to 
be burnt, and the proscribed seized and brought to trial. 

4thly. To the assemblage of British ships at Hong Kong, is attributed 
the renewal of the opium.traffic; the homicide of Lin Wei he; and to Cap¬ 
tain Elliot, the attack and “defeat at Cowloon. Captain Elliot has stated 
that he must wait his Sovereign’s commands. It' is inquired when the 
despatch left, and when a reply may be expected ? and then a modified 
arrangement will not be difficult to determine upon, if Captain Elliot acts 
obediently upon each of the propositions. 


Captain Elliot in reply to ,. the conditions of the Commissioner and 

Governor of Canton. 

HAVING already taken severe measures, there ought not to be one 
?atty of opium in the fleet; nor does Her Majesty’s flag fly in the protec¬ 
tion of a traffic declared illegal by the Emperor: and, therefore, whenever 
a vessel is suspected of having opium on board, Captain- Elliot will take 
care that t.he officers of his establishment shall accompany the Chinese’ 
officers in their search ; and that if, after strict investigation, opium shall 
be found, he will offer no objection to the seizure and confiscation of the 
cargo. Again, if the consignee of a vessel profit by opium on board of 
her, and does not declare t lie same to him, that it may be reported, he 
Will offer no appeal if the firm be expelled from the empire. He pro¬ 
poses that ,to separate the,lawful from the unlawful trade, no firm snail 
be allowed to reside or trade in China, until he, Captain‘Elliot, shall have 
forwarded to the high officers a declaration .signed by each member of it, 
solemnly declaring they have no concern, direct,or indirect, with opium: 
.neither will they permit any one under their conjtroul to have anything to 
do with.the drug, And that they be made aWare that; detection will cause 
their immediate expulsion. And he further proposes that unless the com¬ 
mander and consignee of every vessel, oir the day of arrival, hand I#’-to 
him a solemn declaration, in Chinese 'and-English,’that'she has brought 
no opium to China, b^|pione on board, neither will receive any, she shall 
not be allowed to t tfgf ,v Captain Elliot believes that this would effectu¬ 
ally separate the from the Jawless trade here. With reference to 

the murder of Li»^w|||je, Captain Elliot assures the Commissioner that 
every investigation was'made to detect the murderer; but there having 
been many Americattg&nd English sailors on ! shore, it was impossible • 
Ho detect him. J£&£ftpbr, he proposes that q, jointinyestigatio&be deter- 
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*», • ' # * • * * 
mined on, congenial with the customs of both nations!' The most, severe 

search shall be continued after the murderer of Lin Weihe, and a reward 
offered for him; and if found, lie shall be placed on his trial according to 
the Jaws of his own country, before the Honourable (Chinese) officers. 

Captain Elliot thinks it right his Excellency’S wishesshould be com-' 
pliqfl with as regards the receiving-ships, and the proscribed, as s<vm as 
the first northerly wind sets in, which will be in a lew days; he appeals, 
however, in favour of Mr. Donald Mathcson and Mr. Henry, they not 
having been concerned in the drug. 

Captain Elliot expects the commands of his Sovereign in four months: 
and until tlqjir receipt it will be impossible for ships to proceed to Wham¬ 
poa. He suggests it may be necessary to sell some of the receiving-ships, 
several being old and unfit for sea: and requests six days residence at 
Macao for the proscribed, previous to their departure} Regarding the 
man found drowned at Hong Kong, he did belAng to a British ship. There 
were no marks of violence upon him, ipr can Captain Elliot say lie w as 
concerned in the death of Lin Weihe. * 

Captain Elliot appeals to his past intercourse with the Canton aut ho¬ 
rities, as affording grounds for their reposing confidence in him. 


The Commissioner and Governor of Canton, in reply to Captain Elliot's 

propositions. 

' 1st. PROOF lias been given that there is opium in the fleet, and Captain 
Elliot is ordered to collect, and make immediate' delivery of it. Should any 
be stealthily removed and hereafter seized, all parties concerned shall 
stiller death, according to the new law. If opium be taken on the coast, 
tile vessel shall lx* taken *and‘destroyed, mid her crew put to death. So 
soon as the opium now in the fleet has been delivered up, officers shall be 
sent to examine the ships. A modified arrangement for carrying on 
British trade outside the Rogue may then be made, but not through 
Macao. Captain Elliot is required to make known that all vessels must 
obey the new law against. opiVtm, and that its violation is death. 

2nd. The murderer of Lin Weihe must be delivered up in ten days. 
Delay may draw down measures of extermination. 

3rd. The opium ships must leave immediately; leave is granted to 
the proscribed to return to Macao for six days, previous to their departure; 
but other foreigners must wait pending arrangements before returning to 
Macao. , 

1th. All the Chinese in the fleet are commanded to be given up. 

* Captain Elliot’s reply is to be sent through the lyeun-Min-Foo. 


Macao, October 2i, 1839. 

IN promulgating Jhe following arrangement,; the Chief Superinten¬ 
dent considers it right to say a few words explanatory of his views for 
rejecting any eonditifms involving the signing of a bond of consent to the 
’trial ana capital punishment, of the Queen’s subjects by Chinese officers. 

He never pretends to deny the right of this Government to make 
what laws it secs fit; that no share of the responsibility either of their 
principle or administration should be cast upon the Queen’s officers and 
subjects, not parties to the one or the other. 

* The liability, of, the‘.Chinese officers to irreparable error, attended 
with sacrifice of innocent life* has .recently been manifested in the Violence 
committed upon the Spanish brig Bilbaino, under the impression that she 
was the British vessel Virginia, .. • 

This, declaration has been repeated over* and over again by the 
Government; so that the high officers of the empire are deliberately 
sustaining shameful blunder by shameless falsehood, or the truth cannot 
reactf them even upon subjects, of this momentous nature, Either alter- 
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native furnishes irrefragable reason for resisting a bond of consent to*the 
infliction of capital punishment by their forms of trial. 

But, again, if the •principle be admitted in the case of one description 
of offence, how can it be rejected lor Crime of a graver character, and , 
notably for homicide?. 

The dangerous doctrine of Chinese law, however, upon that point? or 
at least of the 1 practice in respect to foreigners, can never be sanctioned. 

For example, in the very instance which has pressed so cruelly and 
so unjustly for .the last two months on the whole British’ community, 
the Governor and Commissioner still demand a man; in othef words, they 
require the Chief Superintendent to bo guilty of the crime o# murder by 
delivering up a man lor execution in compensation for a murder committed 
by a | x-rson or persons wholly unknown to him. 

The pertinacity with which the Chinese press for this bond, is parti¬ 
cularly significant, and seems to be ascribable to a mixture of motives. 

In some degree, probably, to the.wense of their own unfitness to judge 
foreigners (without their own consent), arising from utter difference ■ 
of genius, language, and customs; and it m:ty be from the feeling that 
the full protection of their own laws is not extended over us, to the same 
degree as it is over the native population. A stronger cause would of 
course be the apprehension of consequences from foreign Governments; . 
and they are certainly right in tue belief that the chance of urgent appeal 
for redress would be slight indeed, if it were to be answered by the 
presentation of bonds of consent to sentences against ourselves, or by the 
simple declaration that we had delivered the man. , 

In this last case, there could be nothing to say; in the other, Chinese 
would produce the record** of the trial; insist that they had examined 
faithfully, and decided justly; and hand forth the bond of consent. 

The Chief Superintendent is sure i^ will be felt by his own Govern¬ 
ment and country, that there can be neither safe nor honourable inter¬ 
course with this empire, if British officers anc^ people concede such points 
as these. 

By order of the Chief Superintendent. 

Edwaho Eimkdik, 
Secretary and Treasurer 

to the Superintendents. , 


PUBLIC NOTICE. 

* To Iter Britannic Majesty's Subjects. 

* Macao, October 20, 1830. 

IT has been agreed, between their Excellencies the High Commis¬ 
sioner and Governor upon the one side, and the Chief Superintendent of 
"the Trade of British Subjects upon the other, that under existing cir¬ 
cumstances:— . 

1. The British Trade may be carried on outside the Bocca Tigris, 
without any necessity, of signing the bond of consent to Chinese legisla¬ 
tion (to bo handed to Chinese officers), upon the condition that the sips 
be subjected to examination. 

5.' That the place of resort shall be the anchorage betw een Anunghoy 
and Chuenpee. , .. 

3. It is fully understood, that the vessels^ while discharging their 
cargoes outside the Bogue, shall pay the measurement, charge in the 
same manner as if they went, up tp Wtmtop^., The pilot’s charges shall 
also be paid as usual. The linguist’s fees shall lx? paid in -like manner. 

4. The vessel^ proceeding to Anunghoy will transport their cargoes 
by means of chop-boats, and will undergo search by the officers. 

By order of the Chief Superintendent . 

Edward Elmsue, . 

Becr&lary uhid Trma&rer* ; 

u . , • . v - .Jo fte Sitperiittendcnfrj, 
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Minis te of. the Committee. 

THE Committee of British merchants,deputed from Hong; Kong, have 
this*day attended a meeting of the Hong merchants, at the icsiden'ee of 
Her. Majesty's Chief Superintendent, to discuss the details oT a proposed 
plan for renewal of commercial intercourse. 

Thji Committee have.Been informed by Her Majesty’s Chief Superin¬ 
tendent, thht the principles of such proposed trade, as agreed on between 
hipisylf and the Chinese authorities, arc; comprised in the accompanying 
paper, bearing his signature, and that their opinion is desired merely as 
to the best mode of carrying the system into operation. 

They understand it to be the general wish of the British community, in 

• concurrence with the views of Her.Majesty’s Chief Superintendent, that, 

’ if possible, a temporary settlement shouM be made for a. trade outside the 

.Bogue; and that it. is highly desirable to prevent the return of the ships to 
Whampoa, and the. British •doininunity to Canton, until the pleasure of 
Her Majesty’s Government be known. 

The Committee, deeply regret to say, from the tenor of their commu¬ 
nications with the Hong merchants, they are apprehensive that the cir¬ 
cumstance of one English ship, the Thomas Coutls, Captain Warner, 
having actually proceeded inside the Bogue, in violation of the injunctions 
of Her Majesty’s Chief Superintendent, and the fact of the Captain having 
•signed the bond required by the Chinese Government, may occasion 
clelays and difficulties in th* proposed trade outside, which would never 
"have arisen, had. all the English remained firm, as they have hitherto done, 
in resisting the attempt made to force them into a written acquiescence in 
the new laws, involving the trial of foreigners by Chinese officers, and their 
capital punishment, for deaJing’in opium. 

With these preliminary remarks, and referring again to the terms 
agreed on by Her Majesty’s Chief Superintendent, the Committee subjoin 
‘the following memoranda .of details, suggested by themselves and the 
Hong- merchants, for the conduct of the proposed outside trade. 

J. Chuonpec has been proposer! as the port of discharge and loading; 
but the Committee think it probable some other place outside the Bogue 
may bo found less liable to objection, on the ground of the strength of 
.'winds and tide, and difficulty as to the despatch of cargo by chop-boats. 

2. It is agreed that the cargoes be discharged and loaded, by means 
of China chop-boats*. 

3. The Hong merchants propose to charge for boat hire, 50 taels for 
240 bales Bengal cotton, and 50 taels for 210 bales of Bombay cotton, and 
in proportion for other goods, according to the old tariff' for cargo from 
2nd barf. 

4. The Hong merchants agree that the produce in boats from Canton 
to the ships, shall be at their risk, as formerly' the case with the Whampoa, 
trade, and the goods JVom the ships to Canton at the risk of the 

• foreigners. 

. 5. The weight of goods to be taken from the ship’s side, as at 

Whampoa. * 

6. Goods in Canton, when unsold in the hongs, to be at the risk of 
the owners in case of accident by fire; and the Government duty in such 
case to be paid by the owners. 

7. If goods remain unsold in. the hongs two and a half months after 
arrival, the duty must then be paid by the owners. 

*8. It is suggested by the Jiong merchants, to facilitate business, that 
the whole of a ship’s cargo be sent to one hong; but the different con¬ 
signees may selecttheir own security merchant, for sale of the property. 


* I' is mentioned that only about twelve chops daily can be considered available for the outside 
trade. 

t Ttys scale of charge would be as follows compared with the old rate charge 
foroneboat . ... . . . . . . % 15.22 , 

Or say 3 boat* carrying 240 bales, Bengal cotton ... 45.66 

Present charge* 50 taels , , .. . ... .. . 69.43 

Jaw^u^chajge 23??7 ' 
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ADDITIONAL MEMORANDA. / 

1. IT wds st ated by the Hong merchants that temporary warehouses, 
or store ships, atChucnpcc, or other port of discharge, could not be allowed. 

2. It was stated that the Mandarins would object to vessels, wjien cfis- • 
charged, taking stone ballast at Choenpeo; but this, it has b£tii represented, 
would prevent the ships fully unloading; which fact the Hong merchants 
promise to represent to the Mandarins. 

3. The Hong merchants state that no unnecessary difficulties will be 

made in the examination of cargo; and it was further stated'that nonobjec¬ 
tion will arise to the contiulied stay of any ship or ships, while their busi¬ 
ness is unfinished*. i . 

4. ft was mentioned by the Hong merchants, that the arrangement, 
for a temporary trade outside is intended Uf apply only to the ships now 
actually here; not to those which may hereafter arrive: but the Committee 
conceive that the principle should apply to any vessels arriving prior to 
the receipt of instructions from the British Government. At the same-time, 
they do not consider it expedient to embarrass the question by agitating 
it at the present moment; leaving the matter for after negotiation, should 
the proposed plan be found to operate satisfactorily. 

The Committee further understood from Her Majesty’s Chief Superin- • 
tendent, that on the arrangement for a recognised outside trade being com-* 
pletcd, the injunctions against sending British property to Canton (not 
ships) will be withdrawn ; and. that property so sent will be considered as 
under the protection of the British Government. 

The Committee have represented to Her Majesty’s Chief Superinten¬ 
dent, and the Hong merchants, that in their opinion, a trade under the pro¬ 
posed new plan, cannot be commenced until the British community nave 
returned to Macao. 

Macao, October 22, 1839. 

(Signed)* Henry Wrioht. 

Georuf. T. Braine. 

William Wallace. 

. ’ Wilkinson Dent. 

At another meeting of the British merchants and Hongists, held to-day, 
the following arrangement was substituted for the 8th regulation :— 

One hong will disembark the whole cargo of a vessel; but after the 
goods are brought to Canton, grid examined; the owners will be at liberty 
to send them at once to whatever hong they please. 


' No. 2.' •' 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. 

* Iter Majesty’s skip.'Volatre, 

My Lord, Hong Kong, November 5,1839. 

SINCE I closed my despatch of October 21, a different and. pnhappy 
turn of affairs has been brought about, and 1 am grieved to report that 
this serious public mi@ch.ief is attributable to the conduct of a British 
subject, Mr. Warner, master.oftfcc.ship Thomas Cautis^ JJpon his arrival 
from Singapore, Mr. Warner did not repair to Hong-Kong, .jjut. demanded 


C.; .*■,* understood, that Her Majasty’s Chief Superintend«a W agr^ed-’wiih theCJ»ine»e 
authorities^* to tlio right of ^atnmation of ship’s . cargo ai ChucQpce tho THfohg merchants 
explain, 3ni£. thja ^hdUiakc place^iyon delivery tb tbe boats. The Committee consider 

ihtttany other *n* 9 de of exan^ii(^%outd be:.yery {objectioriablc to tho British merchants. 

'J-‘ * ' '** r'"'v 4 • *. *• •••v-* ■ 
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his pilot permission, and proceeded to the Bocca Tigris, signed the required 
bond of consent to the new laws, involving the infliction of capital punish-' 
ment by Chinese forms of trial; and the shipw^s immediately carried up, 

' j Whampoa. It is an aggravation of Mr. Warner's heavy responsibility, 
jtliat he was perfectly aware of the advanced state of my own negocintions 
with the Chinese Government when he took this step. 

The natural consequence was a determination upon the part of the 
Cofnftiissiopar to break off his concluded arrangement with me; and a 
demand for the entrance of the'whole British shipping upon the same 
conditions as the Thomas Coutts, or their departure from this coast in 
three days, under menaces of destruction if they remained, 

..I am. informed that, Mr. Warners proceedings were founded upon 
legal advice taken in India. Technically considered, these opinions may 
be sustainable or not; but, looked at in any practical or larger point of 
view, they are inconsistent with comiAon sense, and cannot be acted upon 
with safety. „ . .. 

If every Commander of a British merchant vessel, moved by his own 
particular and transient, interests, has indeed full power to enter into 
ar\d conclude separate negotiations with the officers of this peculiar 
Government, upon subjects of great general importance, and involving the 
abandonment of principles that Her Majesty’s Government has always 
steadfastly maintained, the British trade with China must soon cease to 
exist, ", 

' I presume to say, that I am better, versed in the particular matter k 
am treating, than the leg'al gentlemen who have arrived at the conclusions 
upon which Mr. Warner has acted; and it is ray duty respectfully to 
submit my opinions to the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

■ Whether the act itself* or the moment chosen for its execution, be consi¬ 
dered (when a suitable arrangement upon admissible public principles 
was absolutely concluded), I believe if would be difficult to point to a 
more reckless transaction, or to one more injurious in its results, than 
this of Mr. Warner. 


Referring your Lordship to my letter of the 27th ultimo to Captain 


forces and those ol this empire, during our whole intercourse with this 
country. I repaired on hoard the Volage in Macao Roads, on the 28th 
ultimo, accompanied by Mr. Morrison, with the purpose tq assist at any 
conferences or negotiations fhat might take place at.Cjbuenpce, and also 
to pilot the ships to that anchorage. Strong adverse winds retarded our 
arrival there till the morning of the 2nd instant, .when the ships were 
anchored about a mile below,flic first battery! wjieve.an imposing force of 
war junks and lire vcsscYs was collected. ... , 

A Lieutenant, accom j>hiried by M r. Morrison, was dispatched to the juni 
of the Admiral with Captain Smith’s address. They were civilly received ; 
and the Admiral replied, that lie would forward, the paper to their Excel¬ 
lencies then in the neighbourhood, and send out the answer next day. 
He also expressed a wish that the ships should move down a little, 
further, which Captain Smith -immediately did, with the intention to 
manifest the sincerity of his peaceful dispositions. In the course of the 
same evening. the 2nd* a .linguist was sent to. the ships with a verbal 
message, requesting the presence of Mr. Morrison on board the Admiral’s 
junk. It .was replied, that the written address contained all that was to 
Jtti'said, s ..and."till.tWt.yvep’e answered Mr.Morrison’s visits Were incx- 


; ««n the doprse? 6f thie Toreliodn *6f r the next day (the 3rd), an officer of 

soi^lr«ank anchored at a^short distance fr6m thfe ships rf and again sent the 
' linguist t6’Vd**ire'’tt}at- Mr^Momson. should call upon tfiern. It was 
; ahswieted in thc saiiid terms as the message of the preceding evening. 

* r ;;Vr Alsnut this time, the'Chinese squadron, under the command of the 
Admiral* broke ground and stood out towards Her Majesty’s ships, which 
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in good order to the number of twenty-nine sail, and Her Majesty’s ship? 
were hove to, whilst the accompanying .paper was transmitted by the 
linguist to the Admiral. • 

In a short time, he* returned an answer, to which I felt myself called 
upon to reply. I $houid also add, that the linguist brought, back with him 
Captain Smith’s address to the Commissioner, and a sealed chop to the 
address of the commander of the ship on board of which the five prisoners 
lately sentenced for participation in the riot of the 7th July, hadlbeen 
confined. 

Captain Smith now informed me, that he did not feel himself 
warranted in leaving this formidable flotilla at liberty to pass inside of 
him at night, and .carry into effect the menaces against the merchant 
vessels; and thinking that the retirement of Her Majesty’s ships, before a 
force- moved out with the palpable intention to intimidate, was not com¬ 
patible with the honour of the fla£, he should forthwith endeavour to 
constrain their return to their former anchorage, Conscious.that all had 
been done which was within my power, to satisfy the just demands of the 
Chinese officers, and perceiving that the necessity had arrived for checking 
their hostile movements, I could only offer Captain Smith the expression 
of my concurrence in his own sentiments. At about noon, therefore, the 
signal was made to engage, and the ships, then lying hove-to on the 
extreme right of the Chinese force, bore away in a line a-head and close 
order, having the wind on the starboard beam. In this way, and under 
easy sail, they ran down the Chinese line, pouring in a destructive fire. 
The lateral direction of the wind enabled the sfiips to perform the same 
evolution from the opposite extreme of the line, running up it again with 
their larboard broadsides bearing. The Chinese answered with their accus¬ 
tomed spirit; but the terrible effect of our own {ire was soon manifest, One ' 
war junk blew up at about pistol-shot distance from this ship, a shot pro¬ 
bably having passed through the magazine; thrf*e were sunk; and several 
others were obviously water-logged. Jt is an act of justice to a brave 
man to say, that the Admiral’s conduct was worthy of his station. His 
junk was evidently better armed and manned than the other vessels; and. 
after he had weighed, or, more probably, cut or slipped, he bore up and 
engaged Her Majesty’s ships in handsome style, manifesting a resolution 
of. behaviour honourably enhanced by the hopelessness of his efforts. In 
less than three quarters of an hour, however, he, and the remainder of the 
squadron, were retiring in great distress to their former anchorage; and 
as it was not Captain Smith’s disposition to protract destructive hostilities, 
or, indeed, do more than repel onward movements, he offered no obstruc¬ 
tion to their retreat; but discontinued the fire, and made sail for Macao, 
with the purpose to cover the embarkation of such of Tier Majesty’s 
subjects as might see fit to retire from that place, and also to provide for 
the safety of the merchant-ships. 

The ships arrived at Macao on the evening of the same day (the.3rd), 
and arrangements were immediately made for the embarkation of those 
of Her Majesty’s subjects there who thought it safest to retire. On the 
morning of yesterday (the 4th), I accompanied Captain Smith in the 
Volage to this anchorage, whore we arrived late last night; and the 
Hyacinth was left at Macao, to watch events in that quarter. 

The nature of this auchorage, exposed to attack from several quarters, 
lias already induced me to communicate with Captain Smith, and publiely 
to recommend th*e removal of the merchant-ships to the safer situation of 
Tong Koo; but its convenience in other respects, and the general want Of u 
experience in military, affairs, and ill-fonnded Monfidence in their own 
strength or skill to resist sudden attack, upon the part of a great runny 
of the masters of the merchant shipping* have conspired to baffle my 
purposes. * * . . ' ' r •■■■'. -r : ■ . : < 

I am sorry to add, that on my aVrival here, I find mv apprehensions 
too well founded. Considerable force is collecting upon alt sides • and the : 
merchant shipping is in no condition Of effectual preparation against but* 
prise. As t soon as .Her Majesty’s ship has completed her water, and 
repaired some trifling damage, she will remove to Tong Koo; and it the 
present I masters of merchant shiphwill 
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nOt hesitate to follow her, where they can be more easily protected. Their 
continuance at this place cannot fail to lead to renewed hostilities, which* 
it is Captain Smiths, and my own duty and sineerest disposition to' 
avoid. • 

I ilRVC 

(Signed) ’ CB AftLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosurc 1 in No*. 2. 


Captain Elliot to Captain Smith. ^ 


Sir, Macao, October 27, 1839. 

COPIES of the communications from the high officers, breaking off 
their late arrangement with me, received during your absence at llong 
Kong (the substance of which l have already imparted to you), shall be 
forwarded with all practicable despatch ; but, in the mean time, l must 
take the liberty to eall your earnest attention to the highly menacing 
character of these papers; to the renewed assemblage, of troops in this 
neighbourhood; and to credible information that the Admiral is in con¬ 
siderable force at the Hocca Tigris, and intending some early attempt 
upon , the merchant fleet, with the pretence to seize the murderer ojt 
Lin-Weihe, , t 

Upon my part, Sir, I have anxiously endeavoured to afford their 
Excellencies all just satisfaction in the several demands they have made 
upon me, and particularly with respect to the, illicit traffic, in opium. 1 
•have submitted, as you»are ajvare, very comprehensive and stringent pro¬ 
positions with the purpose effectually to separate persons choosing to 
carry on the lawful trade Atom those engaged in pursuits dangerous and 
disgraceful in the last degree. Ami I have over and over again declared 
to the high officers, than none other than lawful commerce w ill ever 
receive the least countenance or protection from the Queen’s Government. 
But concession to their demand for a bond of consent to submit to 
Chinese penal legislation, involving capital punishment by Chinese forms 
of trial, is a step which I dare not sanction, or fail to prevent, by all 
lawful means in my power, till l am differently instructed from England ; 
for it involves a complete abandonment of a principle that, has always 
been firmly insisted upon in our intercourse with China, and which cannot 
be given up with any possibility of conducting the British trade with this 


empire. 

My own views upon this important question have been more fully 
explained in the accompanying notice to Her Majesty’s subjects, and 1 
therefore use the freedom to transmit it lor your consideration. 

The single remaining point (and that is now declared to be of indis¬ 
pensable necessity) is'the demand for a man in satisfaction for the native 
Lin-Weihe. I need not trouble you with comment upon that require¬ 
ment. It has been repeatedly answered to their Excellencies, as fully, as 
faithfully, and as respectfully as I could reply to such matter. 

In this grave conjuncture, menacing the liberty, lives and properties 
of the Queen’s subjects, with innocent men, women and children, once 
more commanded forth from their houses at Macao, and with one ship 
actually within the river Upon their own conditions J feel it my duty to 
• declare to you,that: I haVe no liope of lending their Excellencies to mea¬ 
sure their, proceedings by tht; dictates of justice and moderation, 

. Such,bcing» f hc ease, Sir, I. would take the liberty to suggest to you 
that the imniecYiateretnoval of Her Majesty’s ships to the anchyragc below. 
Chucnpee, and a moderate/but firm address, in your own name, to their 
Excellencies, . appear, to me to afford the only chance of arresting 
somft sudden disaster. Upon the other hand, this measure will enable you 
to ju^ge pf .the actual extent of preparation, and of the readiness to 
attack;;;#rid'iif it be.intended, as I am strongly disposed to bcliuve, Her 
Majesty's !8hips.'-cah -be in no more suitable or v imposing situation for 



effectually repelling,' such aggressive purposes than in the sight of tlic 
^batteries, ana under thp immediate observation of the Commissioner. 

In my place,* Sir, [have felt that it "was my bounden duty to make 
every practicable concession, for peace sake, consistent with honour‘ahd 
the permanent interests of fler Majesty’s Government in this country,— 
and I have done so; but these dispositions must be limited by the recollec¬ 
tion, that a large British merchant fleet, with an immense amount of pro¬ 
perty on board, and with almost the whole British community embarked, 
is in hourly danger jaf surprise from a powerful flotilla of arngedand fire- 
vcsscls, under the direction of a functionary who has proved himself to be 
singularly reckless of consequences and void of good faith. 

I hate, &c., 

f .(Signed) CHARLES KLLJQT. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 2. 

Captain Smith to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Her Majesty’s ship Voiage, Macao, October 28, 1839. 

I HA VK the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the 
27th instant (with the inelosuic), informing me of the agreements, lately 
concluded for carrying on the trade, having been broken off by the Impe¬ 
rial Commissioner and Governor of these provinces. 

I am fully aware of tile very great anxiety you have shown, and the 
exertions you have made for restoring Her Majesty’s subjects to their 
liomes at Macao, ami for causing the legal tradfc to be carried on in a man¬ 
ner most suitable to the dignity of our country, and the convenience of the 
merchants, without conceding to the demands of the Chinese authorities 
principles involving the lives of the Queen’s subjects. 

1 have observed witli considerable uneasiness, the great increase of 
force iri the neighbourhood .of the shipping at Hong Kong, and the 
erection of batteries, approaching the beach, as well, as the formidable 
force assembled outside the walls of Macao; and although I am instructed 
by the Admiral, to avoid by all possible moans collision with the Chinese, 
yet taking into consideration these circumstances, with tlic menaces of 
destruction contained in the communication from the Chinese officers, it 
is my opinion that a firm and decided stand,ought to be made against 
their further encroachments; and concurring with you, that the best mode 
would he propositions made direct to the Imperial Commissioner at the 
Boguo. I am quite ready to move,the ships up for that purpose. 

I have no doubt the present distressing state or affairs has been 
brought about by the injudicious entrance of the* slop. Thomas C'oufts 
into Whampoa; and I think.that until affairs get more settled, and some 
arrangements made with the Chinese, the , further entrance of the British 
ships would be attended with very great danger. 

I have the honour .to inclose to you two propositions, which I think 
would be suitable to send to tlte Imperial Commissioner oil this occasion. 

. I hate, &cV, v 

(Signed) / H. SMITH, 

C & piiijiiiiknd I Senibr Oj / feder ., 
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, Inclosure 3 in No. 2, 

« 

- Captain Smith to the High Commissioner and. Governor of Cnntoh. . 

„ . * 

, Her Majesty’s ship Yolage, November 2 , 1839. 

SMITH, the Commander of the Queen of England’s ships in these 
seas, charged, under heavy responsibility, with the protection of the lives 
of his»cojtntrymen, and of the merchant fleet engaged in lawful commerce, 
submits two propositions to their Excellencies the High Commissioner 
and the Governor. 

First. That they will forthwith publish a Proclamation, declaring the 
withdrawal.of the orders for the destruction of the English cargo ships by 
the war junks ami fire-boats in three days„because l .ie Commanders do 
not sign a bond, which they cannot do consistently with the laws of their 
own country. . . * 

Second. That the English merchants and families may reside on 
shore wit hout danger of seizure, and be duly furnished with their servants 
and supplies, till tne commands of the Queen or England can be received, 
for the adjustment of all difficulties, agreeably to the principles of peace 
anil reason. 

Smith has come to the .Bocca Tigris, to await the reply of their 
Excellencies ; and requests that the boat which conveys it to his ship may 
carry a white flag, so that it maybe known she bears a message, and 
thus the chance of conflict be avoided. 

(Signed) II. SMITH. 


• • Ipclosure 4 in No. 2. 

Captain Smith to Ule various Commanders of War Junks. 

Her Majesty’s Ship Volagc, November 3, 1839. 

SMITH, commanding'the English naval force, hereby, sends infor¬ 
mation to the various Comthanders. He has peremptorily to request that 
alf their vessels instantly return to the anchorage north of Shakok. It 
will be well so to do. ' 

(Signed) H. SMITH. 

[Note.—This letter wits written before it was known what officer 
was in commands Being delivered to the Tctuh (Admiral), it elicited the 
reply contained in the next Inclosure.] 


Inclosure 5 in No. 2V 

Open Paper from, the Tctuh, seiit by a linguist, at about 11 h 45/re. a.m. 

, November 3, ,1839. 

THE linguist, having returned bn board, all that he had to represent 
for you has become known to me. At this moment, all that 1, the 
Tetuh, want is, the murderous foreigner who killed Lin Wei he, a 
single individual. If Elliot will name a period in which hc*will deliver up 
the murderer, I,, the Tqjuh, will be in no way apprehensive m my rcquirc- 
' mentis.' As scon afi' a tigie is given in which the murderer shall be 
delivered up, the force can* be immediately drawn baek to the Bogue. 
Otherwise by no means whatever will I accede. This in reply. 

True translation. ,, • 

(Signed) * J. Rout Mort/isox, 

Chinese Secretary and Thterpreter, 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 2. 

Captain Elliot to the Chinese Admiral. 

Her Majesty's ship Yolagc, November 3, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c„ again and again solemnly repeats that he knows not 
the murderer of the native Lin Weihe; that he should have been punished 
if he had been discovered, and that he shall be punished • if‘he be 
apprehended. 

Elliot is a sincere lover of peace, and is not responsible For the conse¬ 
quences of present proceedings. 

/ (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 
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.No. 1. 

\ • - 

A* Account of the Quantity and Value o*f Opium, Woollens, Cotton Goans, and oilier Articles, 
imported into Canton by the Last India Company and Private. Traders respectively, in each Year, 
from US20 inclusive to the latest Time to which the same can be made out 







1820-21 

t 



- ' 

T\._» . it , .# | 



"" 

• 










" 


' '■ * • . » 

East India Company. 

1’rivAte Trailer*. 

• 


Tot\l. 

> 

Quantity. 

Dot! art. 

Quantity. 

Dalian. 

Quantity. 

Doll UTS. 

Cotton , - 

Peculs, 72,595 

1,341,150 

PecuB, 118,255 

1.898,781 

Peculs, 

193,850 

3,239,931 

Opium - 

. 

- 

Chests, 3,337 

6,466,000 

Chests 

3,337 

6,486,000 

Tin ! ■' '. 

. 

- 

Peeulv 4,162 

83,240 

Peculs 

4,162 

83,240 

Iron j j 

Peculs; 10,103 

47,990 

— 4,012 

18,054 

— 

14,115 

60,044 

Lear - 

- 14,613 

.95,400 

— 100 

600 

— 

14,713 


Steei V 

,*• 

- 

— 1,185 

5,917 

— 

1,185 

5,917 

Cutlery 1 - 


— 

—- 

— 


— 

— 

Pepper / - 

- ' 7,586 

91,030 

— 35,967 

395,637, 

— 

43,553 

466,6 ti7 

Spices .... 




8,800 

— 


8,800 

Rattans - - 



— 10,196 

45,882 

— 

10,196 

45,682 

Bftel Nut ... 



— 50,914 

127,285 

— 

fwoTti 

127,285 

Putchuck ... 



— 5,520 

162,810 

— 

5,520 

162,840 

Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, ami 



— 3,730 

138,785 

— 


, 318,785 

Stodr Fish. 








Sandal Wood 

Peculs, 9,5 j9 

139,430 

- 4,403 

57,239 

— 

14,362 

196,669 

Black and Red Wood 



— 824 

5,356 

— 

824 


Saltpetre 



- 2,376 

15,414 

— 

2,376 

15,444 

Ivory - 

-1 


— 1,551 

T 9,427 

— 

1,551 

119,127 

Quicksilver 



— 1,941 

3,991 

^ —• 

1,941 

98,991 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, and 

- • i 


Value, 

236,316 


Value, 

236,136 

Anther. 








Glass Ware and Window Glass 

— 

— 

— 

— 


- 

— 

Broad Cloth ... 

Pieces, 12,171 

1,141,706 


- 

Pieces, 

12,171 

1,141,706 

Long 1CIB and Worleys 

— , 129,400 

1,398,470 

. 

- 

— 

129,400 

1,398,170 

Camlets - 

— 15,830 

601,540 

. 

- 

— . 

15,830 

601,540 

Sundry Woollens 


— 

_ 

— 


— 

— 

-India Piece Goods 

— 

— 

__ 

— 

— 

— 

Cotton Goods 

Pieces, 4,925 

11,340 

Pieces, 1,740 

19,030 

— 

6,665 

30,870 

Cot Ion Yarn 

— 

— 

_ 

— 


- 

— 

Handkerchiefs 



— 811 

2,838 

_ 

811 

2,838 

Skins and Furs 



EBSBltlll 

3,900 

No. 

7,800 

3,900 

Flints .... 

- 


Peculs, 7,559 

5,670 

Peculs 

7,559 

5,670 

Myrrh 

- 


— 216 

5,400 

— 

216 

5,400 

Olibanum - * 

. 


- 2,131 

19,179 

— 

2,131 

19.179 

Prussian Blue * 

r— 

— 

— 

— 


- 

— 

•Smalts ... 

. 

- 

— 546 

30,030 

— 

546 

30,030 

Culch ... 

• * — 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Cochineal ... 


— 

— 

— 


- 

— 

Camphor - - - 

- 

- ’ - 

— 5 

11,000 

— 

5 

11,000 

Stick Lac - 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Cudbear ... 

- 

- 

— 108 

2,700 

• 

— 

108 

2,700 

Dragons Blond, Gum Gogal, 

' — 

— 


— 


- 

— • 

Birds fsV^sts, Ginseng, UQch* 

• 







de Mer, and Teak. 

4 







Rice - - ■ * 

. m H m 


- 9,351 

23,377 

— 

9,351 

23977 

Clocks and Watches 

— 

— 

— 

— 


- 

— 

Straits Produce, &c. (not *e- 

— 


— 

J- 

• 

— 

. , • 

para ted)* 



* * 





Sundry Arlicii-s (not enume- 


- 

Value, 



Value, 

100,000 

rated). 








Dollars -* 

Value, 

2,754,083 

* 

- * 

* 

* 

2,754,083 


Sp. Drsl 

7,622,639 

Sp. Drs. 

10,127,718 

• 

Sp. Drs. 

17,750,357 

» 1 r r m. n iii mu ■ 

- 

-— L - 





_ 


(62.) A 2 ii, 
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No. ]—Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, &c.— continued. 

^ | iqoi oo ^ 


1821-22. 


Description of Articles. 

• 

East India Company. I 


Private Traders. 

Total. 

e 

< 

Quantity . 

Dollars . 

Quantity . 

Dollar b. 

Quantity . 

Dollars . 

Cnito|t 

piculs, 147,838 

1,890,400 

Peculs, 242,618 

3,113,942 

Peculs.390,456 

5,004,433 

Opium .... 

. 

• “ 

— 

2,744 

4,166,250 

. T . 21)44 

4,166,250 

Tin - 

2,0G0 

43,257 

— 

8,087 

161,740 

— 10,147 

204,997 

Iron ... 

- 24,817 

68,247 

— 

2,020 

6,060 

— 26,837 

74,307 

Lead ... 

— 8,393 

50,361 

— 

-3,291 

19,740 

— .11,684 

70,107 

Steel ... 

• f • 

- 

— 

96 

•624 

. M 

624 

Cutlery ... 

— 

* —. 


— 

— 


■ — 

Pepper ... 

- 7,894 

102,62^4 

— 

19,928 

278,992 

- 27,822 

381,616 

Spices ... 

— 

_ 


-M 

— 

— 

■ — 

Halt ms ... 



— 

18tf27 

69,851 

* — 18,627 

^9,851 

Betel Nut 



— 

17,999 

62,997 

— 17,999 

62,997 

Piilchuel; - 



— 

3,979 

119,370 

— 3,979 s ' 

119,370 

Shark* Fins, Fish Maws, and 
Stock Fish. 



— 

3,806 

155,097 

— 3,806 

155,097 

Sandal Wood - 



MM 

2,761 

35,893 

- 2,761 

35,893 

Black and lied Wood • 



— 

3,906 

22,485 

— 3,906 

22,485 

Salt pet le 



— 

3,205 

22,435 

— 3,205 

22,435 

Jrmy S* - 



— 

549 

41,175 

— 549 

41,175 

Quicksilver 

— 



MM 

MM 

MM 

— 

Pearls, Cornelian*, Com), and 
Amber. 


- 


Value, 

265,380 

• Value, 

265,380 

Class Ware and Window Glass 

— 



—T 

MM 

MM 

MM 

Bioad Cloth ... 

Pieces, 13,320 

1,012,528 

. 

• 

• 

Pieces, 13,320 

1,012,528 

Long Ells and Worleys 

— 139,980 

1,472,471 


m *»• 

- 

— 139,980 

1,472,471 

Camlets • * 

— 19,000 

494,000 


• » 

. 

— 19,000 

494,000 

Sundry Woollens 

— 

— 


MM 

— 

MM 

— 

India Piece Goods 

■ • •• 


Pieces, *300 

2,400 

— 300 

2,400 

Cotton Goods 

Cases, 129 

13,620 

• 

• X 

x • 

Cases, 129 

13,620 

Cotton Yarn 

—- 

mm 


MM 

MM 

-M 

— 

Handkerchiefs 

- 

. 

MM 

5,170 

23,265 

Pieces, 5,170 

23,265 

Skins and Purs * 

— 

— 


X. 

MM 

— 

— 

Jflints ... 

. 

• 

Peculs, 792 

1,584 

Peculs, 792 

1,584 

Myrrh 

. 

• 

— 

134 

4,020 

— 134 

4,020 

Olibamnn ... 

- 

. 

— 

. 6,297 

59,821 

— 6,297 

59,821 

Prussian Blue 

— 

mm 


MM 


MM 

MM 

Snialta 

— 

— 


MX 

_ 

MM 

— 

Cuteh • - 

a m m 

- 

‘ MM 

•2,168 

' 10,840 

— 2,168 

10,840 

Cochineal ... 

“ 

. 

—. 

36 

28,800 

— 36 

28,800 

Camphor ... 

Peculs, 7 

18,687 

MM 

. H 

‘ 4,050 

- 8* 

22,737 

Stick Lae 

— 

mm 



MM 


MM. 

Cudbear ... 

— 

MM 


MM 

MM r 

MM 

MM 

Dragons Blood 

. 

- 

MM 

30 

360 

— 30 

- 360 

Gum Gogal ... 

. 

- 

MM 

600 

2,100 

— 600 

2,100 

Birds Nests 

- 

• 

— 

■ 12 

30,000 

- 12 

36,000 

Ginseng - - 

. . 

- 

■ — 

2 

130 

— 2 

130 

Hdciie de Mer 


— 


MM 

MM t 

MM 

_ 

Teak ... 


—i 


- 

v -jl- 

•M. 

‘ MM 

llice ... 

» 4 • ■ 

. ' . 

—- 

,1,161 

2,900 

— 1,161 

2,900 

Clocks and Watches 

— 

—. 


M 

' MM ’ 

' MM ' 


Straits Produce, &c. (not se- 
prated). 

t — 



- 

•*- • 

— ' 

s 

Sundry Articles (not enume¬ 
rated). 

• 

% 

• m 


Value,, 

404,987 

Value, 

404,987 

Dollars ... 

- ' - 

• 

m 

- ' * 

47,000 

* > 

47,000 

* 

Sp. Drs. 

5,166,285 


Sp. Drs. 

9,170,294 

Sp. Drs. 

14,336,579 
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No. I.—Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, fbc.— continued. 


V* 

1 • 




• 

1822-23. 



* Pefcription of Articles. 

• 


_ 

__ 




’ 



East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

■ Total. 

Colton 

‘Opium , 



Quantify. 

Dollars. 

Quantity, 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars . 


rectus, 5U,126 

685,444 

Peculs, 175,322 

T, 295,939 

Peculs, 225,4 IS 

4981,38 


- 

• 

“ 

— 5,968 

9,399,000 

— 5,968 

9,399,00 

'Tin * 


- 

- 4,793 

95,433 

— 6,991 

146,S11 

— 11,781 

' 2-12,24 

Iron 


- 

- 12,108 

30,269 

— 1,982 

5,946 

— 14,090 

36,21 

Lead 


- 

8,399 

54,594 

— 252s 

, 1,76-1 

- 8,651 


Steel , i 



— 

— 

— 


_ 

_ 

Cutlery 



— 

— 

r 

__ 

_ 

_ 

I'epper 


- 7,977 

99,7^0 

— 20,091 

207.683 

— 28,568 

367,39 

Spices 



— 

' - 


—- 



Rattans . . ., 


- 

. 

- 

— 12.701 

50,804 

12,701 

50,80 

Betti Nut 


- 

- 

- 

— 54,105 

216,420 

— 51,105 

216,42 

Pulchudl 


- 

- 

- 

— 3,588 

86,112 

— 3,588 

86,11 

^Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, 

and 

- 

. 

- 

- 4,911 

159,192 

— -4,911 

159,19 

Stock Fish. 





Sandal Wood 

• 


— 5,08-1 

90,958 

— 1,893 

22,716 

— 7,577 

113,67 

Black and Red Wood 


- 

- 


— 9,570 

38.728 

— 9,570 

38,72 

Saltpetre 


- 

- 


— 6,98-1 

34,920 

- 6,9*0. 

31,92 

I vtfry 


- 



— 307 

16,885 

— 307 

^ 16,88 

Quicksilver 


- 



— 141 

28,665 

— 441 

28,60 

l*earls, Cornelians, Coral, und 

Amber. 

* 

• 


Value, 

150,000 

Value, 

150,00 

lilass\v'iire and Window Glass 


#- • 

— 

_ 


' 

m 

Broad Cloth 


Pieces, 6,612 

499,004 

* 

- 

Pieces, 6,642 

499,00 

Long Elis and Worleys 


- 

- 2tf,279 

181,620 

. 

- 

— 23,279 

lbl,62i 

(.dm lets 


— 

- 11,340 

294,840 

• • 

- 

— 11,340 

294,841 

Sundry Woollens 



— 

— 


- ( 

— 


India Piece Goods 




— 

T- 

_ 

— 

. 

Cotton Goods 




— 


— 

— 


Cotton Yarn 



— 

— 


— 

— 


Handkerchiefs 




— 

— 

— 

— 


Skins and Furs 




— 


— 

— 


Flints 


• 

- 

- 

Peculs, 10,075 

20,150 

Peculs, 10,075 

20,151 

Myrrh 


- 

• • 

- 

— 10 

280 

— 10 

281 

Olibanum 


• 

- 

- 

- 7,257 

72,570 

- 7,257 

72,571 

Prussian Blue 



— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Smalts 


" 

- 

- 

— 316 

0,320 

— 316 

0,321 

Cutcb 



• J 

- 

— 186 

741 

— 186 

7-l‘ 

Cochineal 


• 

• 

- 

— 8 

5,000 

— 8 

5,601 

Camphor 


-• 

- 

- 

— 9 

22,500 

- 9 

22,501 

Stick Lac 



' — 



— 

— ' 


Cudbear 



— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Dragons Blood 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gum Gogal 



— 

— 

— 

— , 

— 


Birds Nests 


- 

- 


— 20 

60,000 

— 20 

60,001 

Ginseng 



— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

lificlie de Mer 


- 

- 

- 

— 50 

6,500 

— 50 

6,501 

Teak- » - - • 

)• 


• 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

Rice ... 


- 

• 

*» 

• 

— 1,000 

2,000 

— 1,000 

2,00(i 

Clocks and Watches 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Straits Produce, 8cc. (not 

SC- 


— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 


parated). 





* * 




Sundry Articles (not enume- 

• 


* 

m * 

Value, 

150,000 

Value, 

150.00C 

rated). 








Dollars , ■ 

• 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 




Sp. Drs. 

.2,031,872 

. Sp, Drs. 

13*268,249 

* l jp. Drs. 

15,300,121 


( 62 .) 















( 6 .) 

• f 

No. IQuantity and Value of Opium, Jkc. imported into Canton by the East India Company, &c.—con tinned. 


Description of Articles. 


• 


1823-24. 


f 


East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total. ( 

Cotton 1 - 


Quantity, 

PeculT, 117,530 

Dottart, 

J ,790,825 

Quantity. 

Peculs, 137,013 

Dollars . 

2,283,550 

Quantity. 

Peculs, 254,543 

Dollars. 

4,080,375 

Opium 


■% 

- 

Chests, 5,930 

7,288,600 

Clieste, 5,936 

7,288,600 

Tin 


— 486 

10,696 

Peculs, 4,234 

105,850 

Peculs, 4,720 

116,546 ' 

Iron 


— 19,134 

86,104 

— 2,413 

12,065 

— 21,547 

98,169 

Lead 


- to, 708 

116,541 

— T’23 

5,061 

— 16,431 

121,602 

SttJL’l - • - 



_ 

MM 

_ 

— 

u M 

Cutlery 


— 

% 

— 

MM 

— 

M 

Pepper 


— 8,578 

89,355 

i — 21,862 

218,620 

— 30,440 

307,975 

Spices 


- 


— ' 291 

23,280 

— 291 

23,280 

Rattans ... 


- 


— 20,88? * 

62,658 

■*.* 20,886 

62,658 

Betel Nut 


- - • • 


, — 36,316 

181,580 

— 30,316 

181,580 
' 51,319 

Putclmck 


- 


— 2,774 

51,319 

- 2,774 

Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, 

and 

- 


— 4,171 

137,160 

— 4,171 

’ 137,160- 

Stock Fish. 

Sandal Wood 


— 5,605 

72,858 

— 3,093 

37,116 

— 8,698 

109,974 

Black and Red Wood - 


- 


— 3,741 

14,964 

— 3,741 

14,964 

Saltpetre 


- 


— 885 

4,867 

_ 885 

4,867 

Ivory ... 


- 


— 574 

37,310 

— 574 

37,310 

Quicksilver 


. 


- 1,157 

68,263 

— 1,157 

68,263 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, 

and 

... 


Value, 

88,000 

Value, 

88,000 

Amber. 

Glass Ware and Window Glass 



_ « 


_ 


Broad Cloth 


Pieces, 12,430 

872,172 


• 

Pieces, 12,430 

872,172 

Long Ells and Worleys 


— 157,703 

1,475,228 

b 

. 

— 157,703 

1,475,228 

Camlets 

• 

— 11,986 

275,998 

- 

• 

— 11,986 

275,998 

Sundry Woollens 


Value 

478,002 

* * 1 

. 

Value, 

478,002 

India Piece Goods 

• 

_ 


MM 

MM 

MM 

, 

Cotton Goods 


- 2,700 

24,057 

... 

• 

— 2,700 

24,057 

Cotton Yarn 



— 

r 

MM 

— 

__ 

H uulkerchiefs 

* 

mm 

MM 

mm 

MM 

_m 

_ , 

Skins and Furs 

• 

_m, 

— 

MM 

MM 

MM 

_ 

Flints 

• 

. 

. 

Peculs, 2,331 

2,331 

Peculs, 2,331 

2,331 

Myrrh 


_ 

MM 


«M 

MM 

_ • 

Olibnmim 


■» a • 

• 

- 2,007 

11,038 

— 2,007 

11,038 

Prussian Blue 


— 

M. 

MM 

- * 

MM 

_ 

Smalts ... 


- 

• 

— 351 

11,934 

— 351 

11,934 

Cuteb 


- 

- 

— '908 

3,842 

— 908 

3,842 

Cochineal 


. 


— 29 

21,025 

— 29 

21,025 

Camphor 


. 

- 

i 

1,550 

i 

1,550 

Stick Lac 


MM, 

M _ 

MM 

MM 


MM 

Cudbear 


mm 

_ 

-M 

MM " r 

MM 

MM 

Dragons Blood • • 


— 

— 

MM 

MM 

.. 

_M 

Gum Gogal 


— 


— 

— 

MM 

MM 

Birds Nests 


- 

• 


50,750 

14* 

50,750 

Ginseng 


« 

_ 


MM 


MM 

Bfichc de Mer • 


. 


- 7 

. 287, 

7 

287 

Teak ... 


MM 

MM 

- 


' 

Rice 


Ml 

MM 

.. ’> 

MM 

MM 


Clocks and Watches 


MM 

MM 

MM 

MM. 


.. 

Straits Produce, &c. (not sfc- 

c 

- 

__ 

.. 



paraied). 

Sundry Articles (not enume* 


• «. 

Value, 

• 230,822 

Value, 

\ 

230,822 

ruted). 

Dollars 

- 

Value, 

i 

957,218 


119,168 

. . 

1,076,386 

-- — 


Sp. Drs. 

6,255,054 

Sp. Dra. 

11,073,010 

Sp. Drs. 

17,328,064 


















( 7 ) 

• • 

Ijp. I.—Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the Enst India Company, &.c.—continued. 


Description of Articles. 

• 

East India Company. 

Private Traders, j 

■ Total 


Cotton ... 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Qtiantriy. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Pecuis, 297,183 

Dollars. 

Pecuis, 102,692 

1,796,171 

Pecuis, 194,591 

3,378,315 

5,I74»786 

Opium - * • • . f 

- 

- 

Chests, 7,170 

5,515,000 

Chests, 7,170 

5,515,000 

Tin' .... 

- 

. 

Pecuis, 18,726 

374,520 

Pecuis, 18,726 

374,520 

Iron ... 

— 25,025 

83,901 

— 1,411 

63,349 

— 26,436 

117,250 

Lead • 

— 15,941 

* 132,839 

— 1,114 

^9,469 

— 17,055 

142,308 

Sieel • • • • 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Cutlery 

-‘ 


0 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper ... 

_ 0,384 

62,244 

, — 29,000 

261,000 

— 35,384 

323,241 

Spices - - 

. 

• 

— 700 

53,000 

— 700 

53,000 

Rattans' - '» 

• 

mm* 

. . 

— 14,000 

56,000 

— 14,000 

56,000 

Betel Nut - 


• 

— 29,834 

119,336 

— 29,834 

119,336 

Pulcliuck t - 

m m 

m ' m 

— 10,000 

170,000 

— 10,000 

170,000 

Sliaiks Fins, Fish Maws, and 



— 3,400 

103,600 

— 3,400 

103,600 

Stock FMi. 




Sajidal Wood ... 

— 3,642 

50,447 

— 10,000 

110,000 

_ 13,642 

166,447 

Bluek and Red Wood - 

— 

_ 

— 

_- 

— 

— 

Saltpetre - 

• 

. 

— 2,529 

11,380 

— 2,529 

■y, 11,380 

Ivory ... 


- 

— 920 

59,800 

— 920 

If!),8110 

Quicksilver - 

- 

a . 

— 344 

18,920 

_ 314 

18,920 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, and 

w m m 


Value, 

315,170 

Value, 

315,170 

Aniber,^ 





Glass Ware and Window Glass 

-1 

• _ 


— 

— 

_ 

llroad Cloth ... 

Pieces, 13,701 

973,827 

- 

- 

Pieces, 13,701 

973,827 

Long Ells and Worleys 

— 153,080 

1,474,028 


- 

— 153,000 

1,474,028 

Camlets 

— 12,000 

276,000 

- 

- 

— 12,000 

276,000 

Sundry Woollens 

— 


— 

—• 

— 

— 

India Piece Goods 

. 

« a 

Pieces, 530 

7,950 

— 530 

7,950 

Cotton Goods 

— 

_. 


— 

— 

— 

Cotton Yarn ... 



— 

_ 

— 

— 

Handkerchiefs 

— 

aa 

— 

— 

— 

— 

''Skins and Furs - 

Skins, 26,908 

115,483 

- 

• 

Skins, 26,968 

115,183 

Flints ... 


• 

Pecuis, 1,397 

2,095 

Pecnls, 1,397 

2,095 

Myrrh ... 

. 

- 

— 92 

2,760 

— 92 

2,760 

Olibanum ... 

• 

• 

— 600 

3,600 

— 600 

3,600 

Prussian Blue ... 

a— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smalls ... 

... 

. 

— 14 

350 

— 14 

350 

Cutch 

... 

* . 

— 652 

2,934 

— 652 

2,934 

Cochineal ... 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor - - - • - 

t 

. 

Catties, 260 

9,100 

Catties, 260 

9,100 

Stick Lac ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cudbear .... 

( 

• —• 

» — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,Dragohs Blood - 1 - 

- 

- 

Pecuis, 100 

5,000 

Pecuis, 100 

5,000 

Gum Gogal ... 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Birds Nests 

- 

• 

Catties, 718 

21,540 

Catties, 718 

21,540 

Ginseng * 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

Bfiche de Mer 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Teak ‘ * 


• 

Value, 

5,535 

Value, 

5,535 

Rice ... 

. 


Pecuis, 5,000 

10,000 

I’eculs, 5,000 

10,000 

Clocks and Watches 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Straits Produce, &c, (not se- 

— 

_ 

— 

.1- 

• ■— 

-r • 

paraicd). 

Sundrv Articles (not enume- 

m • « • 

* • 

. • 

Value, 

271,480 

Value, 

271,480 

rated). 







Dollars #- • ’ - 

• • •» 

• “ 

. 

63,356 

- 

63,356 


Sp. Drs. 

4,971,240 

Sp. Drs. 

11,024,559 

’Sp. Drs. 

15,995,799 


( 62 .) 











( 8 ) 

• • 

No. 1.—Quantity ami Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the Cast India Company, &c.— continued. 


Description of A nicies. 


East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total. 

Comm 

"I 

Quantity. 

Peculs, 98,235 

Dul/ari, 

1,771,792 

Quantity. 

Peculs, 2/0,286 

DoUnrs. 

4,275,826 

Quant tty. 

Peciil*, 368,521 

j Dollars. 

6,017,618 

Opium ... 


- 

- 

Chests, 11,050 

9,782,500 ( 

Chests, It,050 

9,782,500 

'I'm • - 


-* - 

- 

Peculs, 17,000 

357,000 

Peculs, 17,000 

357,000 

Iron ... 


— 37,929 

123,835 

. 

- 

- 37,929 

123,835 

Lead 

■Steel 

- 

~ f 96,101 

183,914 

Peculs, . 888 

7,548 

— 27,019 

191,462 

Cutlery ... 

_ 

• 

l . 

Value, 

2,175 

Value, 

2,157 

I’cppei 


- 7,681 

69,128 

— 27,800 

236,300 

— 35,181 

305,428 

Spiers - 

- 



— 470 

37,600 

— 470 

37,600 

Rattans 




- 1C, 714 

58,604. 

■ — 16,741 

58,604 

Hotel Nut 

m 



- 27,161 

108,614 

- 27,161 

108,641 

I *utell lie k 

_ 



— 9,000 

135,000 

— 9,000 

135,000 

Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, 
Stuck Fish. 

and 



— 5,491 

156,270 

5,491 

156,270 

N.uulal Wood - 

- 



— 6,000 

72,000 

— 6.000 

72,000 

Black ami Red Wood 

- 



— 2,000 

10,000 

— 2,000 

10,000 

Siitpctrc 

- 



— 3,300 

19,800 

— 3,300 

19,800 

liorw - 

" 


- 

— 760 

60,800 

— 760 

60,800 

Quicksilver 

- 



— -120 

25,200 

— 420 

25,200 

I’c.ulh, Cornelians, Coral, and 
AiiiIkt. 

- 


Value, 

162,000 

Value 

162,000 

Class M ate anil Window Olass 



- 7 - v 

3,500 


3,500 

Broad Cloth 

- 

Pieces, 19,266 

1,296,868 

Yards, 28,810 
*» 

57,6201 

Pieces, 19,266 l 
Yards, 28,810 J 

1,354,488 

Long Kiis and Worleya 

- 

— 176,080 

1,693,300 

- 

- 

Pieces, 176,080 

1,693,300 

Camlets 

- 

— 17,000 

419,000 

- 

- 

— 17,000 

■ 449,000 

Sundry Woollens 

- 

— 

_ 

— ' 

— 

—- 

— 

India Piece (funds 

- 

— 

_, 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Cotton (foods 

- 

— 658 

2,632 

Value, 

18,000 

Value, 

20,632 

Cotton Yarn andllandkercliiefs 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Skins and Furs - 


Skins, 23,820 

119,666 

Value, 

8,890 

Value, 

128,536- 

Flints 


- 

- 

Peculs, 1,250 

1,875 

Peculs, 1,250 

1,875 

Myrrh 


— 


— 

— 

— 


Olilmuum 


- 

. 

— 800 

4,000 

— 800 

4,000 

Piussian Blue 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smalts ... 


- 

- 

— 50 

900 

— 50 

900 

Cutcli ... 


- 

- 

— . 650 

2,925 

— 650 

2,925 

Cochineal 


— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Camphor 


- 

- 

Catties, 850 

, 31,450 

Catties, 850 

31,450 

Slick Lac 


~ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Cudbear .... 


— 


— 

7" 

— 

— 

Dragons Wood 


— 

— 

' — 

— 

_ 

— 

Gum Gugal 


— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Birds Nests 


- 

- 

— 400 

14,000 

— 400 

14,000 

Ginseng ... 


— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 


Beehe de Mer • 


- 

- 

Peculs, ■ 11 

451 

Peculs, 11 

451 

Teak ... 


Value, 

16,684 

. 


Value, 

16,684 

Rice 


— 

— 

- « 


— 


Clocks and Watches 


— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

S trails Pioduce, &c. (not 
parated). 

SC- 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sundry Articles (not enume¬ 
rated). 

' 


Value, 

50,000 

Vulue, 

50,000 

Dollars 

• 


— 

— 

— 


— 



Sp. Drs. 

5,720,819 

Sp. Drs. 

15,700,878 

Sp. Drs. 

21,427,697 
















( » ) 


; - N<r 1— Quantity and Value of Opium, kc. imported into Canton by the East India Company, Kc.—t\m!ni:if,L 

j is26-«r. 


Description of Article 1 


K»*t India Company. 


Private Traders. 


j .. * . ..V" I *• ••'"•’•. uiinmu’t, I j Minis. 

lends, 153,01s 12,003,921 Pocuis, 312,735 | r,.i.v{,:.«;] iveuK, i;.,,rs:i; r.-jor,. - ,V’. 


('beats, 9,969 I 9,26!y>26 I Chests, <1,!)<!!) 


!>,269,S2ri 


— 10,3:10 I 171,(11 — l.isi • 

— 25,317 I *189,830 — •.•,56;, ! 


IVciils, ;l, 7 ‘}rf i b 7 , 3 ,i 4 Ferula, 3,798 j 87 . 3.71 

— I. ,s ' |* 11 — 11,Ml j 17b.,-:;, 

— ‘-■,56;', rt^07 — 27.88.’ | '.’03,!,87 


l Vppcr ... 
Spices ■ 

Italians 

Held Nut p 

Pulchuel; 

Sl.ail." Fins, Full Maw a, aiul ; 

.Stock Fish. j 

Samf.il Wood - ! 


8,730 •- 7,132 | ;>i,707 - 8.17,9 ! (|n,i.s7 

- -'if. j 13,32.) - 2o.i : 13,523 


! I’li-ul-, l;,7 


Black and Bed U ood 
Salt pelt- 
Ivory - 

(Quicksilver 

Pearls, f 'orntlttti'.s, Coral, and 
Amber. '• 

Glass Ware and Window Glass 


— 30,70(1 153,830 

• — 43,807 137,601 

— 3,161 11,132 

— 4,3/8 13b,(»/ 0 

8,353 2(10,1 IS 

— 1,300 6.500 

— 6,500 11,0(10 

— 860 70,400 

Value, 2',,000 

67,000 


— 205 ; 13,:;.’3 

— 50,766 | 153,850 

— 45,867 137,r-U1 

— 3,161 41,152 

l,57h 130,670 

— 8,5011 | 201,211 

— 1,300 j 6,.u'0 

— 6 , 7,110 ! v :!'l, 00 ti 

— 880 70,400 

- | 25,0'itl 

- ; 0r,'-'l0 


llroad ( lull, 

I/tmir Ells and Worleys 
Camlets 

Sundry Woollens 
India t'lei'C Goods 

Cullun Goods 

Cotton Yarn 

itandkcrcliiid’s 

Skins an 1 Furs 
Flints ' 

Moii'lt 

Oljbiiiiuui 

1’iiissiiui Blue 

Smalts 

Cuteb 

Cochineal 

Camphor 

Stick Luc and Cudbear 
* Ilrawons Blood 
Gum Gooiil 
Birds Nests 
Ginseng 
liccbe de Mer 
Teak - - 

Uice 

Clocks and Walclies 
Straits Produce, tie. (not si 
paraled). 

Sundry Article-, (not entinic 
rated). 

Dollwib -* 


| i’ieccs, 20,289 .1 1,273,261 Yards, 15,300 j I W25 { } j 1,292,38,, 


— 197,941) 1,917,077 Pieces, 350 

— 13,300 . 423,702 - 


— (1,400 . 7,0,200 


2,800 Pieces, 198,290 1,91'.,.877 
— 15,506 423,702 


12,282 _ 13,1)7 


Value, 30,000 


Value, I 30,000 


Pecu Is, 408 2,040 PecuK, 108 


Catties, 651 | 16,275 I Gallic.', 651 16,2/5 


400 11,200 — 400 11,200 


1,375 Peciils, 


— 5,996 i 17,288 


Value 91,672 


Sp.l)rs. 6,092,008 


Sp. Drs. J 15,709,232 Sp. Drs. 21,801,2 ‘51 


(G'2.) 










( 10 ) 


No. 1.—Quantity and Value of Opium, Ac. imported into Canton by the East India Company. &c.— continual. 


Description of Articles. 




1827-28. 

■ 

r 


’ 


1 


1 


c 

East India Company. 

Private Iradcrs. 




f Quantiti/. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

I foil (US. 

Cotton 

- 

IVeuls, 00,589 

1,8-18,928 

l’eculs, 270,538 

3,180,083 

Peculs, 411,127 

5,329,011 

Opium 


•* 

. 

diesis, 10,271 

11,213,491 

Clients 10,271 

11,243,191 

r l'in 


- 

• 

Peculs, 3,019 

00,380 

Peculs, 3,019 

00,38(1 

Iron 

- 

— 30,251 

Ml,9.10 

— 4,188 

10,170 

— 34,439 

155,120 

Lead 


/- 80,231 

172,780 

- * 2,08-1 

12,501 

— 32,315 

185,281 

NIC' 1 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

Cutlery 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

lVpper 


- 

( 

— 14,212 

99,764 

— 11,252 

99,761 

Spices 



- 

— 196 

« 

11,760 

— 196 

.11,700 

Italians 


- 

- 

— 14',61-1 

73,07(f 

— 14,014 

73,070 

Betel Nut 


- 

t . 

— 31,800 

71,510 

— 31,800 

71,150 

Putchuck 


- 

. 

— 1,33-1 

10,008 

— 1,331' 

16,008 

Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, 

and 

„ 

. 

— 2,276 

51,450 

— 2,270 

56,150 

Stock Kish. 

Sandal Wood 

. 

Pecul*, 1,S()7 

22,40(1 

— 5,110 

103,000 

— 7,017 

125,100 

Black and Jted Wood 

- 

- 

. 

700 

4,200 

— 700 

4,200 

.Saltpetre* 

- 

- 

- 

1,200 

6,600 

— 1,200 

..'6,000 

Ivory 

- 

- 

- 

702 

60,960 

— 762 

60,960 

Quicksilver 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

l’carls, Cornelians, Coral, 

and 

. 


Value, 

100,200 

Value, 

100,200 

Amber. 







! «• 

Glass Ware and Window Glass 

— 

— 

_ s 

— 

— 

! 

[•road C loth 


Pieces, 12,102 

768,900 

Yards, 2a ; 724 

34,467 { 

Pieces 1 ‘2,11)2 \ 1 v;.,-. 

Yards, 2a, 72-1 J, ° U °* U 

Lone; S.IL and Worley. 


— 100,000 

858,000 

Value, 

‘-’1,775 

Value, 

| ‘■83,771 

(.unlit. 


— 1,700 

136,300 

■ 


-- 1,700 

136,300 

Sundry Woollens 


Kales 17 

962 

. 

- 

Bales, 17 

!KiJ 

India Pure Goods 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cotton Contis 


Pieces, 15,300 

107,100 

.Value, 

06,-187 

Value, 

178,187 

Colton Yarn 


- 

- 

- 

11,000 

- 

1 1,000 

Iiandla-tTliiofa 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ • 

Ski ns and Furs 


— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Hints 


- 

- 

Peculs, 3,552 

7,104 

Peculs, 3,552 

7,104 

jMyrili 


J 

- 

— 48 

720 

48 

720 

Olibaiiiim 


. 

- 

— 522 

2,610 

_ r,«j 2 

2,61(1 

Prussian IVik* 


— 

— 

_ 


— 

— 

hm dts 

- 

— 

— 

J- 

— 

— 

— 

( nteli 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cochineal 


— 



' — 

— 

— 

Cunphor 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stick Lie and Cudbear 


— 

_ 

, _ 

—V 

— 

— 

Dragons Blood 


— 

w. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(ill111 Gogul 


— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Uink N\sts 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iin.sen.; 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

HfcliL* do .\kr 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Teak 


— 

— 

_ 

— 


— 

Kiev: 


- 

- 

- • 3,000 

6,000 

— 3,000 

o.ooo 

< lucks and Watches 

- 

. 

- 

Value, 

61,000 

Value, 

84,000 

SiraitN Produce, &c. (notsepa- 

i 


__ 

— 

— 


■ tit. si 1. 


II 

‘ 




1 

Numbs Article, (not enume- 

• 

. 

. 

195,983 

- 

191,985 

r«»U d). 

Dollars 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Sp. lira. 

. . ..J 

•1,000,380 

Sp. Drs. 

15,815,643 

Sp.l)rs. 

19,906,023 








( 11 

. No. 1_Quantity ami Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, Kc.—V'nlimint. 


• i 




*• 1828-20. 



Description of Articles. 


.. 

1 

— • - * 

1 

Totai . 


• 


East India Company. 

Private Trader*. # j 


i 

1 


Quantity. 1 

Dollars. 

i 

Quantity. 

vlhflats. 

Quantity. | • 

('of toil - 

Peculs, Itil),425 

2,096.615 

•ends, 325,530 ' 
Chests. 11,109 jl 

1.767,5 10 

Veins, l!M,!n.> f 

1,8-61,1.' 

Opium - • - * 


_ 


0,908,852 

bests, 11.IO'.I 16.90.8,8. 

Tin 


- 

■{ 

Peculs, 5,7:47 \ i 

Boxes 550 ) j 

120,115 | 

I’eeul*. 0,7:»7 > 
lioxcs, .>50 1 

120,11 

Iron 


- 211,377 : 

101,147 

Peculs, 401\ 

1,604 

Peculs, 29,776 

105,75 

Lead • • 


— 25,163 ! 

136,110 

— 1,193 ! 

6,85:1 

— 26 57b 

1 15,21 

Si eel - 


— j 

— 

i 

... 

— 

— 

Cullerv 


1 

1 

-« 

- 

— 


— 

Pepper 



- 

- 3,750 

26,250 

— 5,7.31 

26,25 

Spices • - ’ * 



. 

'alne, 

9,050 

\ aluc, 

9,05 

Rattans - 


1 

* « * 

Peculs, Ifci, Itul 

73,352 

18,165 

/ CJjSSii 

Betel Nut 

5 

- ‘ 

- 

— 52,'J 11 

9H.5I3 

— 32,911 

90,51 

, l’utchuck 


- 

- 

— 1,213 

19,108 

- - 1,213 

19,40 

Shark* Fitts Fish Maws, anil 

i 

_ 

. 

— 6,605 

152,090 

— 6,1,05 

152,011 

Stock I’isli. 

Sandal 'Voi.nl 

; 


91,130 

I 

— 9,892 ! 

197.810 

— 13,218 

— 6,!c 3 

269,32 

Black and Red Wood 

| 

- 

- 

— 6,378 

31,890 

„ 31,89 

Saltpetre 

, 

■ •• 

- 

— 120 

730 

— 120 

/ 

Ivory 


. 

- 

— 691 

48,:, 80 

69 1 

tS,5S 

Quicksilver 


- 

- 

_ 55 

1,015 

— .1.1 

•1,01 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, ami 


... 

- 

Value, 

376,306 

Value, 

3/fi.SO 

A tidier. 

1 

# • 






Glass Ware anil Window Glass 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.... 

Broad Cloth 


Pieces, 15,117 

1,021,576 

Pieces, 2,519 

75,570 

Pieces, 17,956 

1,097,11 

luting Blls and Woilcys 


— lmumi) 

1,341,411 

— 1,000 

NtlOO 

.- 161,(1110 

1,552,44 

C'miUts 


- 12.141 

335,610 

— liOO 

1.1,81 HI 

- 12.711 

355.11 

eStmdry Woollens 


— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

India Piece Goods 

j 


— 


— 

— 


Cotton f loodfi 

! 

— 7,650 

46,665 

Value, 

1 19,7 12 

Value, 

196.10 

Cotton 5 am 


Peculs, 675 

22,950 

Peculs, 630 

5.1,380 

Pei uk, 1,:>05 

53,33' 

Handkerchiefs 

| 


— 

— 

-• 

— 


Shins •uid Purs 

i 

— 

— 


— 

--- 


Flint* 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M\nli 

! 

- 

- 

— 291 

1,110 

291 

•Ml' 

Olibaimin - ■ 1 

- 

• 

— 327 

l 

— 527 

1,6.1. 

Prussian Bine 

i 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Smalls 

j 

— 

— 

— 

—* 

— 

i - 

Gulch 

i 

- 

1 * 

— 2,435 

j 12,175 

— ‘2,135 

1 1 i> | ~ 

i i~,ly. 

Cochineal 


• 

- 

_ 81 

1 l(i,tiJ0 

— .31 

, 1C,"21 

Camphor 


— 

— 

— 


— 

1 ~ 

.Stick Lae and Cudbear 


• — 


— 

—' 


1 ~ 

Dragons Blood 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

1 

Gmn Gogal 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Birds Nests 

* 

— 

— 

— 


— 


Ginseng 

- 

— 

— 

— 


““ 

~ • 

Beebe lie Mer '• 

- 


— 

— 

— 

— 


Teak • * • - 

- 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hire 


“ * 

- 

Value, 

14.100 

Value, 

11,106 

Clocks mid Watches 

- 

- 

- 

. 

55,562 

- 

53,502 

• 

Straits Produce, &c. (not sejia- 

— 

— 

t 

* — 

— 

— 

rated). 








Sundry A-tides (not enume 

- 


- 

- 

116,359 

. 

116,251 

ruled). 

Dollars t 

* 


— 

— 

m 

— 

1 “ 



Sp. Drs. 

5,200,127 

Sp. Drs 

16,373,22 

8 >8p. Drs 

j 21,573,35 







-- 

_ 


( 62 .) 



(,w ) 


\(i.l.—Quantity and Value of Opium, kc. imported into Canton. by the East India Company, kc.— 


continued. 


■ 

IW‘29-30. 

Ih' cuption of Article 

•East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total. < 

f 

Quantity. 

Dalian. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

D»llitr$. 

Cotton - • 

Pecnls, 119,092 

1,739.752 

Peculs,256,313 

3,335,760 

Peculs,376,005 

5,075,512 

Oj mm - 

. f - 

• 

Chests, 15,643 

13,468,924 

Chests, '15,643 

13,468,924 

•fin 

. 

• •{ 

Peculs, 5,9511 
Boxes, 497 J 

115,3671 

Peculs, 5,9541 
Chests, 497 J 

J 15,367 

lr<-!! - • • 

— ‘^<«4I 

81,508 

Peculs, 2,7'J'i 

11,168 

Pi culs, 25,433 

92,676 

Load - - 

— 21,448 

116,175 

— 2,701 

13,525 

— 24,149 

' 129,700 

Steel and Cutlery 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

IVjjj/ir - 

- 


*— 24 211 

109,477 

— 24,211 

169,177 

^j-iros - 

- 


— 412 f 

16,796 

— 442 

16,796 

Hal tans 

... 


— 28,911 

86,733 

28,911 

86,733 

Hi til Nut 

- 


«— 43,109 

97,6/0 

— 43,409 

97,670 

IVuhuck 

. 


— 1,5611 

16,082 

— 1,569 

16,082 

Shaikh l-ins, 1- i>h Maw?, and 

... 


— 7,718 

150,902 

— 7,718 

150,902 

Mock J'bll. 







S.urdal Wood 

Peculs, 1,282 

21,375 

— 16,097 

248,955 

— 17,879 

270,330 

lila'k anil Red Wood 

. 


— 8,118 

24,354 

— 8,118 

21,354 

r' 

SmfjU'lris ^ • 

. 


— 3,990 

43,890 

— 3,990 

43,890 

ln.IV ... 

- 


— 358 

" 22,196 

— 358 

22,196 

Quicksilver 

. 


— 117 

8,190 

- 117 

8,190 

1‘earis, Cornelians, Cura!, and 



Value, 

266,023 

Value, 

266,023 

Amber. 







tiiassware anil Window Class 

— 

— 

— 

i_ 

— 

— 

Jirnstd Cloth 

Pieces, 15,570 

996,854 

Pieces, 1,942 

61,086 

Pieces, 17,518 

1,060,940 

Ling lilts and Worleys 

— 120,000 

996,6/1 

. 


— 120,000 

966,671 

Camlets - - 

— 12,023 

312,920 

— 551 

10,530 

— 12,574 

329,450 

Nindrv Woollens 

Bales, 4 

225 

. . 

. 

Bales, 4 

225 

India Piece (ioods 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ ■ 

— 

Colton (ioods 

Pieces, 22,750 

165,050 

Value, 

47,503 

Value, 

212,553 

(olurn Vain 

Peculs, 2,250 

78,750 

Peculs, 182' 

7,826 

Peculs, 2,432 

86,576 

1 lundkeri'liiefs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Skins and Furs 

. 

. 

Value, 

7,660 

Value, 

7,660 

Flinu - - 


— 


— 

— 

— 

itlvrili 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oliliamini 

. 

• 

- 2,447 

9,788 

. - 2,447 

9,788 

Prussian lilne 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smalts 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cuteli ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cocliineal 

- 

- 

- 464 

19,809 

- 461 

19,809 

Camphor • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stick Lac 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cudbear ... 

— 

— 

- ‘ 

— 

— 

— 

Dragons Illoud 

Cimu (lugal 

: 

: 

_ 

_ 


— 

Birds Nests - • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

tiiiweng - - 

— 

— 

— 

' - 

' — 

— 

llielie de Mer 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

'1'eak - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* . 

- * 

Hite ... 

. 

• 

— 4,322 

6,483 

- 4,322 

6,483 

Clocks and Watches 

- 

- 

Value, 

18,956 

Value, 

18,956 

Straits Produce, kc. (not sc- 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 


parad'd). 







Siiiiilrv Articles (not enumc- 

. 

. 

Value, 

117,494 

- 

117,494 

rated). 

Dollars 

- 

- 

. 

35,000 

“ 

s 35,000 


Sp. Drs. 

4,479,280 

Sp. Drs. 

18,447,147 

Sp. Drs. 

22,926,427 
















( 13 ) 

• « 

, NoX—'Quantity and Value of Opium, 8tc. imported into Canton by the East India Company, Ike.—continued. t 


* Description of Articles. 

• 

■ 

East India Company. 

Pi irate Traders, 

Total. 

CtjUon 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantiti/. 

Dollars. 

Peculs, 146,768 

1,821,276 

I’eculs, 351,409 

3,796)288 

Peculs, 498,197 

5,61/ - , 5 64 

Opium - - ’ * • 

- 

* •{ 

Chests, 17,459 \ 
Peculs, 243 j 

12,222,525 

f Che*ts*, 17,458 
t Fcculs, i!W ! 

| te.g'-V.-WI 

Tin 

. 

* ’{ 

Peculs, 4,395 1 
Boxes, 880 J 

89,670 

f Peculs, 4,395 

1 Boxes, 880 

} 89,670 

Iron - - ■ 

• • 

— 25,152 

75,455 

Peculs, 4,510 

Ns,oio 

Peculs, 29,662 

93,495 

Lead - - 

— 14,589 

68,892 

— « 971 

5,340 

— 15,560 

74,232 

Steel - 

- 

- 

— 318 

3,498 

— 318 

3,498 

Cutlery ... 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper. - - , - 

■ 


— 12,651 

88,557 

— 12,651 

88,5.5/ 

Spires - 

• 


— 1,265 

43,010 

— 1,265 

43,010 

Rattans ... 

- 

• 

— 8,924 

26,772 

— 8,924 

26,772 

Betel Nut . - 

- 


— 22,380 

83,925 

— 22,380 

83,925 

Putchuck 

. 


— 1,866 

22,392 

— 1,866 

22,392 

ijliarks Pin', Fish Maws, and 

... 


— 7,605 

152,170 

— 7,605 

152,170 

Slock Fish. 






Sandal Wood - • 

- 


— 11,100 

111,300 

— 11,101V 

141,300 

Black.aitd Red Wood 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Saltpetre 

■ 


— 8,595 

62,311 

— 8,595 

62,314 

hory ... 

- 


— 86 

6,020 

— 86 

6,020 

Quicksilver 

- 


— 178 

12,816 

178 

12,816 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, and 

■f - 


Value, 

111,169 

\ nluc, 

111,169 

Amber. 




Ola'S Ware and Window Glass 



— 




Broad Cloth 

Pieces, 15,585 

901,438 

Pieces, 1,886 

79,212 

Pieces, 17,471 

980,650 

Long Ells and Worleys 

— 150,100 

1,116,827 

— 200 

1,000 

— 150,300 

1,118,427 

Camlets 

— 12,00(1 

258,000 

— 4,080 

89,760 

— 16,080 

317,760 

Sundry Woollens 



— 

— 

_ 


India Piece Goods 



_ 

_. 


_ 

Cotton Goods 

— .80,000 

150,000 

— 16,936 

99,181 

— 46,936 

219,181 

.Cotton Yarn 

Peculs, 2,250 

81,000 

Peculs, 267 

11,718 

Peculs, 9,5! 7 

92,718 

Handkerchiefs 


. _ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

Skins nud Furs 

. 

. 

Skins, 13,300 

6,650 

Skins, 13,300 

6,650 

Flints - 

— 

_ 

— 


— 

— 

Myrrh ... 

- 

- 

Value, 

4,100 

Value 

1,100 

Olibanum 

- 

. 

Peculs 1,895 

7,580 

Pccul-, 1,895 

7,580 

Prussian Blue 


_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

Smalts and Cutcli 

_ 

. , 


__ 

— 

— 

Cochineal ... 


. 

— 67 

20,800 

- 67 

26,800 

Camphor ... 


. . 

Catties, 134 

3,082 

Catties, 131 

3,082 

Stick Lac and Cudbear 


_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

„_ 

Drngqns Blood 



— 

-. 

— 

— 

Gum Gngal 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Birds Nests 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ginseng 

— 

— 

— 

’ • 

— 

— 

Bfiche de Mer 

—• 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Teak . - r 

-A 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

— 

Rice 

• 

- 

Peculs, 24,322 

60,805 

Peculs, 21,322 

60,805 

Clpeks and Watches 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Straits Produce, Ike. (not se- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

T~ 

_ 


purated). 



» • 



* 

Sundry Articles (not enume¬ 
rated). 

Dollars - - 

• 

. 


. Value, 

112,718 

Value, 

112,718 

• 

- 

. 

55,000 

. 

55,000 


Sp. Drs. 

4,502,888 

• 

Sp. Drs. 

17,ss7,612 

'Sp. Drs. 

21,950,530 


( 62 .) 
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Js’o. T.—Quantity and Value of Opiiyn, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, ftc.—continued., 


Dcseriptiou of Article*. 

• 

t 


1831-32. 


t 







k East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

ToTAly 



^ Quantity. 

Dollar*. 

Quantity. 

Dalian, 

Quantity. 

Dollars . 

Cotton 


Peculs, 91,974 

1,086,840 

Peculs, 351,206 

3,842,935 

Peculs,443, l8u 

4,929.77S 

Opium. - * 

• 

• a - • 

• 

Chests, 13,946 

11,304,018 

Chtsts,‘13,946. 

11,304,016 

Tin 


- 

- •{ 

Peculs, 5,032 
Boxes, 2,525 

} 110,163 

f Peculs, 5,032 

1 Boxes, 2,525 

} 110,163 

Iron 


—/ 25,189 

68,012 

Peculs, 13,482 

47,187' 

Peculs, 38,671 

115,199 

Lend 


- 28,528 

126,794 

— 1,398 

6,965 

— 29,926 

133,759 

Steel 

• 

- 

« 

- 2,101 

15,758 

— 2,101 

15,758 

Cutlery 

m 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper 

■ 

• 

- 

15,771 

110,397 

- 15,771 

110,397 

Spices 

• 

— 

— 

m. 

• _ 

- • — 

*“ 

Rattans 

• 

- 


— 6,349 

17,459 

~ 6,349 

17,459 

lletel Nut 


. 


- 6,691 

20,073 

— 6,691 

. 20,073 

Putchuck 


. 

- 

— 460 

5,980 

— 460 

5,980 

Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, and 

... 

. 

- 4,085 

136,740 

— 4,085 

136,740 

Stock Fish. 

Sandal Wood 


. 

. . 

— 6,338 

74,471 

— 6,338 

74,471 

Black and ltid Wood 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—: 

Saltpetre - « 



• 

— 7,068, 

49,476 

— 7,068 

49,476 

Ivory 


. 

- 

— 368 

26,913 

— 368 

26,913 

Quicksilver 


■ • • 

. 

- 178 

12,460 

— 178 

12,460 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, 

and 

... 

. . 

Value, 

215,475 

Value, 

215,475 

Amber. 




t 

t 


Glass Ware and Window Glass 


— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Broad Cloth 


Pieces, 15,594 

836,570 

Pieces, 7,8 l'S 

242,296 

Pieces, 23,410 

1,078,866 

Long Ells and Worleys 


— 140,300 

1,052,292 

- 

- 

— 140,300 

1,052,292 

Camlets 


— 12,040 

234,868 

— 2,621 

70,767 

— 14,661 

305,635 

Sundry Woollens 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

India Piece Goods 


— 

— 

— 


— 


Cotton Goods 


— 30,500 

132,883 

Value, 

174,459 

Value, 

307,342 

Cotton Yam 


Peculs, 3,600 

146,886 

Peculs, 1,252 

52,584 

Peculs, 4,852 

199,470 

Handkerchiefs 



— 

— 

— 

— 

- ^ ’ 

Skins and Furs 


• 


Skins, 20,580 

9,850 

Skins, 20,580 

9,850 

Flints - 


— 

— 


— 

-- 

— . 

Myrrh 


“ * “ (■ 

. 

Value, 

7,212 

Value, 

7,212 

Olibnmim 




Peculs, 550 

2,750 

Peculs, 550 

2,750 

Prussian Blue 


_ 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Smalts and C'utch 


— 

—* 

-' 

— 

— 

— 

Cochineal 


. 

. 

- 46 

14,444 

— 46 

14,444 

Camphor 


— 

— 

— 

- • — 

- — 

— 

Slick Lac 


— 

IM 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cudbear 


— 

mmm 


— 

— 

— 

Dragons Blood 


— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Gum Gogal 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Birds Nests 


— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Ginseng 

-* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

BtSche de Mer 



— 

—* 

— 

— 

— 

Teak 


— 

— 


— 


■ — 

Rice - • 


- 

* 

Peculs, 51,496 

128,740 

Peculs, 51,496 

128,740 

Clocks and Watches 

• 

. 

• • 

Value, 

11,785 

Value, 

11,785 

Straits Produce, &c. (not se- 

( __ 



«»'■* 



parated). 


1 

* 




\ 

Sundry Articles (not euume- 

Value, 

6,543 

Value, 

120,996 

Value, 

127,539 

rnted). 







Dollars 


m m m 

- 

• • a 

16,200 

‘sa * . 

i> • 

16,200 



Sp. On. 

3,691,688 

Sp. Drs. 

16,848,553 

Sp. Drs. 

20,540,241 











t No. 1 .—Quantity and Value of .Opium, fkc. imported into Canton by the East India Company, &c.—continued. 


• » 


■ 

1858-33. 


—W- - - 

description of Articles. 

.. 



i 


— 

• 

East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total 



Quantity. 

Dollarf. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Qua Kitty. 

Dalian. 

-Gorton ... 

Peculs, 102,108 

1,424, H3 

Peculs, 321,942 

4,018,132 

Peculs, 427,050 

5,-174575 

Opium 

- 

- 

Chests, 18,579 

2,185,100 

Chests, 18,579 

12,185,100 

Tin ' - 

. 

■ •{ 

Peculs, 5,'9JH 
Boxes, 760 

} 91,129 { 

l’eculs, 5,991 
Boxes, 700 

]■ 91,429 

Iron ... 

Peculs, 25,173 

45,311 

Peculs, 6,270 

t 18,828 

Peculs, 31,119 

01,139 

Lead , . 

— 21,500 

109,155 

— 2,050 

VS, 738 

— 20,016 

117,893 

Steel - - 

m m m 

• 

— . 1,027 

6,102 

— 1,027 

(i,IG2 

Cutlery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper ... 

- 

• « 

— 17,601 

127,007 

— 17,001 

127,007 

Spices • - • r 

— * m 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Rattans 

- 


— 14,918 

41,024 

— 11,918 

41,024 

lletel Nut . 

. 


— 46,989 

199,703 



Puyshuck 

. 

* 

- 3,273 

44,185 



Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, and 

- 

- 

Value, 

170,711 

Value, 


Stock Fish. 

Sandal Wood 

- 199 

2,987 

Peculs, 2,075 

22,825 

— 2,274 

25,812 

Black and Red Wood 

- “ - 

- 

- 7,197 

14,994 

- 7,497 % 

14,994 

Saltpcflre 


- 

— 1,703 

12,311 

- 1,703 

'i,34l 

Ivory ... 


- 

_ 378 

23,430 

— 378 

23,430 

Quicksilver 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, and 

- 

- 

Value, 

444,851 

Value, 


Amber. 

/ 






Glass Ware and Window Glass 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Broad Cloth 

Pieces, 20,340 

1,040,704 

Pieces, 7,931 

222,068 

Pieces, 28,271 

1,202,832 

Long Ells and Worleys 

— 150,000 

1,104,166 

_ 850 

7,900 

— 150,850 

1,112,000 

Camlets 

— 0,000 

90,000 

— 1,290 

24,510 

— 7,290 

120,510 

Sundry Woollens 

• 

— 

— 



— 

India Piece Goods 


— 

— 


— 

— 

Cotton Goods 

Pieces, 32,000 

144,000 

Value, 

200,111 

Value, 

350,141 

Cotton Yarn - ■ 

Peculs, 1,800 

70,005 

Peculs, 1,284 

48,792 

Peculs, 3,081 

118,857 

•Handkerchiefs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Skins and Furs 

. 

• 

Skins, 10,000 

5,000 

Skins, 10,000 

5,000 

Flints ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Myrrh • , - 

— 

— 

—’ 

—~ 

— 

— 

Olibanum 

. 

- 

Peculs, 4,608 

20,490 

Peculs, 4,008 

26,490 

Prussian Blue 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smalts ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cutch - - 

. 

- 

— 800 

5,000 

— 800 

5,600 

Cochineal 

* • " 

- 

— 40 

12,880 

— 40 

12,880 

Camphor 

— 


— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Stick Lac and Cudbear 


— 

— 

*- 

— 

— 

Dragons Blood • • 


— 

— 


— 

_ 

Gum Gbgal - * 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Birds Nests 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Ginseng 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

Bfiche de Mer 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

Teak . • - m j 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rice 

- . •- 

• 

Peculs, 70,1 IS 

147,218 

iBim 

147,248 

Clocks and Watches 

. 

- 

Value, 

14,080 

Value 

14,080 

Straits Produce, &c. (not sepa- 

— 

— 

— 


— 

_ 

rated). 



0 • 

71,194 


' 

Sundry Articles (not enume¬ 
rated;. 

Dollars - - 

. €> 

• 

- 

Value, 

- 

71,184 

. 

‘ » 

Value, 

7,500 

• m m 

7,500 


Sp, Drs. 

4,036,891 

nr"' 

18,265,495 

’ Sp. Drs. 

22,302,380 

_ 













( 16 ) 


No. J.—Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, kc.—continued. 


* 1833 - 34 . 


Description of Article** 

East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Totai. 


Quantity. 

Man. 

Quantity. 

Dollars . 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Cotton - 

Keculs, 1 l(i,246 

1,842,333 

Peculs, 326,393 

4,884,407 

Peculs, 442,639 

6,726,740 

Opium' 

- 

- 

Chesb, 17,6131 

11,618,716 

f Chests I7J313£ 

11,618,7*16 

Tin - 


- 

Pec-uls, 5,762 

92,192 

Peculs, 5,762 

92,11)2 

Iron - 

— 20,203 

32,324 

— 9,735 

26,285 

— 29,938 

58,609 

Lead - 

—r 15,454 

66,539 

— -3,893 

15,572 

— iy,347 

82,111 

Steel - 

f 

- 

— 1,486 

7,058 

— 1,486, 

7,058 

Cutlery ... 

— 

« _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper - 

. 

1 

— 23,122 

190,757 


190,757 

Spices - 

- 


—• 629 

16,846 

— 629 

16,846 

Rations - 

- 

- 

— IT,052 

39,156 

• — 13,052 

39,156 

Uetel Nut 

- 

- 

— 57,025 

142,562 

— 57,025 

142,562 

Putchuck ... 

. 


— 2,105 

28,417 

— 2,105 

. 28,417 

Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, and 
Stuck Kish. 

- 

* 

— 6,820 

216,132 

— 6,820 

216,1,32 

Sandal Wood 

- 

- 

— .3,680 

41,400 

— 3,680 

41,400 

Black and Red Wood 

- 141 

75 

— 2,634 

7,902 

- 2,775 

7,977 

Saltpetre 

- 

- 

— 6,044 

54,396 

— 6,044 

54;39G 

Ivorye- - 

. 

- 

— 34 

6,216 

— 84 

ti,216 

Quicksilver 

— 


— 

— 

— 


Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, and 
Amber. 

- 

- 

Value, 

312,767 

Value, 

312,767 

Glass Ware and Window Glass 

. 

• 

- i 

V 12,508 

• mm 

12,508 

Broad Cloth 

Pieces, 17,640 

873,212 

Pieces, 9,574 

268,072 

Pieces, 27,214 

1,141,284 

Long Ell- and Worleys 

— 124,400 

881,166 

— 10,230 

108,468 

— 134,639 

989,634 

Camlets ... 

— 4,9 60 

8-1,320 

- 571 

13,418 

— 5,531 

97,'738 

Sundry Woollens 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

India Piece Goods 

— 


— 

— 

-- 


Cotton Goods 

— 30,000 

175,000 

Value, 

298,197 

Value, 

473,197 

Cotton Yarn 

Pceuls, 1,800 

91,800 

Pecul*, 1,344 

53,760 

Peculs, 3,144 

145,560 

Handkerchiefs 

— 


— 

— 


___ 

Skins and Furs 


- 

Skins, 18,069 

17,306 

Skins, 18,069 

17,306 

Flints - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Myrrh ... 

— 

— 

• - 

— 


-, 

Olibanum 

• • • 

- 

Pec*, 4,444 

17,776 

Peculs, 4,414 

17,776 

Prussian Blue 

_ . 

— 

— 

_ 

. 


Sm ill is * 


- 

— 325 

25,025 

— 325 

25,025 

Cutcli - 


_ 

—- ' 




Cochineal 



— 42 

’ 14,280 

— 42 

14,280 

Camphor, Stick Lac, Cudbear, 
Dragons Blo.od, and Gum 
Gogal. 



— 

r — 

— 


Birds Nests 

. 

• • 

' — ' 630 

13,230 

— 630 

13,230 

Ginseng 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' _^ 

Bfiche do Mer 

— 


MS 

_ 



Teak 

— 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

. 

Rice - - 

. 

- 

— 158,822 

412,937 

— 158,822 

412,937 

Clocks and Watches 

•mm 

• 

Value, 

,. 50,713 

Value, 

. 50,713 

Straits Produce, kc. (not se¬ 
parated). 


— 

— ■ 

— 


Sundry Articles (not enume- 
jated). , 


• • 

■ Value, 

92,169 

Value, 

92,169 

Dollars * 


* . 

Value, 

20,500 

Value, 

20,500 




4,046,769 

Sp. Drs. 

19,119,140 

Sp. Drs. 

23,165,909 


East India Housa,"! 
17th March 1840, J 


Errors excepted, 


JAMES C. MELV1LL, ■ 

Secretary. 
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No. Q. 


•As Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and of all other Articles, and of Treasure, evportf 
'from Canton by the East India Company and Private ThadehiS, in each Year, from 1820 indusive i 
the latest Time' the same can be made out. 


A 

Description , , 

of 

Articles. 



1820-21. ‘ 


» 

East India C 

ompany. 

• 1 

Private Traders. 

Torn.. 

Quantity, 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

^ Dollar-?, 

Quantity. j 

Dollar*. 

Tea - - » 

Bccul*. 216,358 

7,891,975 

• 

Peeuls, 19,412 

918,611 

Peeuls, 235,800 

8,813,586 

Raw Silk • 

• • • 

— 833 

m 

• 

* 397,186 

— 4,523 

1,284,901 

— A,.)56 

1,682,087 

Nankeens 

Pieces, 211,000 

186,533 

Pieces, 469,926 

■124,374 

Pieces, 080,926 

610,907 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

Peeuls, 2,200 

24,200 

Peeuls, 92,733 

716,497 

Peeuls, 94,933 

710,697 

(aissia and Cassia Buds 

. 

- 

— 3,991 

97,240 

— 3,991 

97.240 

Drugs (Chinn Hoot, Gamboge, 
Gallingal, fkc.) 

. 

- 

■ - - Val 

te, 62,914 

X 

62,914 

SilkaPiecc Goods 


- 

. 

371,529 

. 

■871,529 

'I’ortoise Shell and Scrap 


- 

Peeuls, 104 

76,960 

Peeuls, 104 

76,960 

l’earls, False Pearls, and Glass 
Bead’s. 

/ 

• 

- 2,695 

67,375 

— 2,695 

67,375 

China Ware ... 

- - .Vali 

ic 1,426 

- Value, 110,000 

- Vali 

e, 111,426 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Tovs, 



m m . 

- 89,580 

. . - 

89,580 

and fireworks. 







South American Copper, Cot- 


— 

__ 

_ 

— 

— 

ton Yarn, Opium, Quick¬ 
silver, 'I in. 







Camphor - 

. 

- 

— 1,017 

53,361 

— 1,617 

53,361 

Cochineal - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vermilion - 

. 

« 

— 1,634. 

65,360 

— . 1,631 

65,360 

Mother of Pearl Shells 

. 

- 

— 2,8611 

91,712 

— 2,866 

91,712 

Rhubarb - - 

- - - 

- 

— 815 

38,305 

— 815 

38,305 

Alum ... 


- 

— 3,800 

11,400 

— 3,800 

11 , too 

Canes ... 

» 

* m 

No. 50,000 

1,500 

No. 50,000 

1,500 

Mats 

’ 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed - - - 


• • 

Peeuls, 350 

3,850 

* 

Peeuls, 350 

3,850 

Nutmegs and Cloves 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tutenague ... 

- - •* 

- 

— 25,952 

363,328 

— 25,952 

363,328 

Saltpetre, Tnharen fod Cigars, 
Colton Goods. 

• 

i 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Brass Leaf or Foil 

. 

- 

— 225 

12,375 

— 225 

12,375 

• 

Sjpan Wood ... 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Sundries 

- Val 

ue 1,871 

. . Val 

ie, 217,199 

- - - 

219,070 

Bullion *- - 

- ■ • 

- ' - 

- 

<y>5,123 

a 

495,123 


Sp. D" 

8,506,191 

• 

Sp. D r ‘ 

5,576,494 

X 

Sp. D™ 

1 14,082,685 

• 


(08.) E 
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No. 22.—Account of the Quantity and Valuo of Tea, and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, kc.—continued. 


Description 

of 


• 


1821-22. 


c 

. r 


1 Hast India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total. ' 

, Articles. 


■ (Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 


Dollars. 

Tea 

. 

t 

Peculs, 195,081 

7,318,504 

Peculs, 20,826 

1,037,380 

§ r 

Peculs,215,907 

8,355,884 

Raw Silk 

- 

- / 802 

398,014 

— 5,940 

1,576,955 

- 6,742 

1,974,899 

Nankeens 

- 

Pieces, 153,000 

W0,838 

Pieces, 506,300 

385,564 

Pieces, 659,300 

" 516,462 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

- 

Peculs, 300 

5,250 

'Peculs, 100,259 

• 

746,230 

Peculs, 100,559 

751,480 

Cassia and Cassia Buds 

- 


• 

— 5,mi. 

133,816 

5,037 

133„SiU 

Drugs (China Root, Gamboge, 


„ m 

, - - Val 

ue, 21,938 

. 

21,938 

Gallingal, ike .) 

Silk Piece Goods 

_ 

Pieces, 100 

1,300 

- - — 515,764 


‘ 517,064 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

. 

- 

Peculs, 89 

75,650 

Peculs, 89 

75,650 . 

Pearls, False Pearls, and Glass 

. 


— 1,960 

37.210 

— 1,960 

37,2.40 

Bcadv- 

f'hiua Ware 

• 

. . . 


— 5,004 

50,040 

— 5,004 

h 

50,040 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 

m » m 


- - Val 

ue, 139,750 

- - Val 

ue, 139,750 

and Fireworks. 

South American Copper 


. • 


Peculs, 2,060 

V 

47,380 

Peculs, 2,060 

47,380 

Cotton Yarn 


— 

— 

» 

— 

— 

— . 

Opium, Quicksilver, Tin 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor 


. 

- 

— 963 

34,668 

— 963 

34,668 

Cochineal 


— 

— 

_ . 

— 

— 

— 

Vermilion 


• 

• 

Peculs, 2,146 

150,220 

Peculs, 2,146 

150,220 

Mother of Pearl Shells 


. 

- 

— 2,112 

63,360 

— 2,112 

63,360 

Rhubarb 


. 

- 

- • 757 

37,760 

— 757 

37,760 

Alum 


. 

- 

— 8,830 

30,905 

, — 8,830 

30,905 

Canes 


. 

- 

No. 190,000 

5,880 

No. 196.000 

5,880 

Mats 


— 

_ 

— 

0 

— 

— 

Aniseed 


. 

- 

Peculs, 272 

2,720 

Peculs, 272 

2,720 

Nutmegs and Cloves 


— 

— 

— 

1 c 

— 

— 

Tutenngue 


- ' - 

- 

— 9,228 

129,192 

— 9,228 

129,192 

Saltpetre 


, — 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Tobacco and Cigars 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cotton Goods 


— 

— 

— <■ 

— 

mm ■ 

— 

Brass Leaf or Foil 


. . . 

- 

— 549 

30,195 

— 549 

30,195 

Sapan Wood 


— 

- -s 

— 

— 

— 

—V 

Sundries 


. 

Value, 900 

- - Val 

ue,436,866 

- 

437,766 

Bullion 


- , - * 

- 

. . 

480,560 

• 

480,560 ’ 



Sp. D" 

7,854,896 

Sp. D r » 

« 


Sp. D" 

14,021,929 















( W ) 


No. 2—Account of the Quantity and Vajue of Tea, and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, he.—rukltu«e,l. 


• • 

Description 
. ’ of 

Articles. 

* * 


• 

18*2-23. 


* 

Fast India Company. 

Private Tre 

ders. , 

Tutu 


Quantity, 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollers. 

Quantity. 

Dollars 

• * * 




t 



Tea - - * 

Peculs 206,853 

7,738,570 

Peculs, 15,913 

748,510 

Peculs, 222,766 

8.187.110 

Raw Silk 

— 5.30* 

258,75 1 

— 1,01(1 

If83,990 

— 5,116 

1,512,744 

Nankeens ... 

Pieces, 120,000 

103,770 

Pieces? 101,778 

367.185 

Pieces, 524,778 

*17 1,*«M 

Sugar and Sugar Caudy 

Peculs, 2,150 

, 23,800 

Peculs, 09,198 

628.344 

Peculs, 71,349 

051,714 

Cassia tind Cassia liuds • . - 

. 

■ 

- -1,867 

126,542 

— 1,867 

126,512 

Drills (China Root, Gamboge, 
(mlliiigrti, 8tc.) 

- 

- *1 

. V 

ilue, H,799 

. 

8,799 

• 

Silk Piece Goods 

Pieces, 250 

4,000 


- 378,420 

- 

382,420 

tortoise Shell and Scrap 

• 


Peculs, 37 

29,600 

Peculs, 37 

29,600 

Peails, False Pearls, and Glass 
Btflds. 


- 

— 1,883 

37,660 

— 1,883 

37 M0 

• 

China Ware ... 


- 

— 8,011 

40,110 

— 4,011 

■10,110 

Writing. Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and Fire Works. 

. 

/ 

- 

Val 

te, 101,600 

Va! 

ue, 101,600 

South American Capper 

“ • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cotfon Yarn 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Opium, Quicksilver, Tin 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor ... 

- 

- 

— 535 

16,050 

— d?JS 

16,050 

Cochineal ... 

— • 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Vermilion 

— 

— 

- 

— 

_ 

— 

Mother of Pearl Shells 


- 

850 

25,500 

— 850 

25,500 

Rhubarb 

. 


— 108 

7,430 

— 108 

7,130 

Alum ... 

. 

- 

— 11,905 

35,715 

— 11,905 

35,715 

('sues - 

• 

- 

- V 

r aloc, 4,000 

- 

1,000 

Mats 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed ... 

. 

- 

. — 763 

7,650 

— 7C‘i 

7,650 

Nutmegs and Cloves 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Tutenngue 

. 

. - 

— 1,799 

23,387 

— 1,799 

23,387 

Saltpetre ... 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

Tobacco and Cigars 

* 

-• 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

Cotton Goods 

• 

— 

— 


— 


Brass Leaf or Foil 

. 

- 

— 220 

11,880 

— 220 

11,880 

Sapan Wood 

— 

— 

/ J. 


• 


Sundries 

. 

Value, 502 

Value, 280,399 

- - Va 

ue, 280,961 

Bullion • • 

; 

- ' - 

. 

234,600 

% 

. 

231,601) 


Sp. p r > 

8,129,056 

» 

Sp.rv 

*3 

-vt 

Sp. D» 

12,520,75/ 


( 62 .) 
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No. 2.—Account of the Quantity and Value of'l'ea, and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, kc. — continual. 


Description 

of 

Articles. 

1 

% 

• 


1823-21. 


--- f 

East India Company. 

jj Private Traders. 

Total. 

f Quantity. 

Dalian. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity, 

Dollars 


« 




r t 


Tea 

Peculs,223,878 

8,302,535 

Peculs, 16,852 

713,283 

Peculs, 240,730 

9,075,818 

Haw Silk 

—/ 597 

280,896 

— 2,614 

1,082,254 

— 3,211 

1,369,150 

Nankeens - 

Pieces, 2,000 

• 1,888 

Pieces, 800,000 

626,992 

Pieces, 862,000 

628,880 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

- - 

10,78 f 

Peculs, 52,511 

458,738 

- - Val 

re, 469,518 

Cassia and Cassia Buds 

- 

■ 

— £506 

225,885 

Peculs, 8,505 

225,885 

Drugs (Gallingal, Gamboge, 
Turmeric, Sic.) 

. . . 

• - t 

- - Va 

tie, 13,825 

- - Va 

uc, 13,825 

Silk I'icrc Goods 

. 

- 

- 

- 168,793 

. 

- 168,793 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

. 

- 

- 102$ 

82,000 

— 102$ 

82,000 

Hearts False JJcarls, mul Glass 

Heads. 

r 

. 

- 

— 1,427 

28,540 

- 1,427 

28,540 

China Ware 

* 

- 

— 6,240 

62,450 

— 6,245 

62,450 

Writing I’.ipcr, Kitisols, Toys, 
and Fireworks. 

— 

— 

— 

t 

— 

• — 

South American Copper 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Cotton Yarn, Opium, Quick¬ 
silver, Tin. 

— 

— 


— 

- 

— 

(ainphor • - 

. 

- 

- 2,975 

92,225 

- 2,973 

92,225 

• ochineal ... 

. 

- 

— 45 

31,500 

— 45 

31,500 

Ventiilion ... 

- . . 

- 

— 304 

13,680 

— 304 

13,680 

Mother of Pearl Shells 

- 

- 

- 2,316 

46,320 

- 2,316 

46,320 

Rhubarb ... 

. . . 

- 

— 341 

* 23,870 

— 341 

23,870 

Alum - 

" * ♦ • 

- 

- 9,359 

28,077 

— 9,359 

28,077 

Cants ... 

. 

• 

- t - 

2,500 

- 

2,500 

Mats ... 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Aniseed - * 

. 

- 

- 388 

'5,432 

— 398 

5,432 

Cloves atrd Nutmegs 

— 

— ‘ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tutenague 

. . . 

- 

— 10,151 

142,114 

— 10,151 

142,114 

Saltpetre ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tobacco and Cigars 

‘ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cotton Goods 

— 

— 

1. 

— 

mr. 

— 

Hrass Leaf or Foil 

. . . 

- 

- ‘210 

10,920 

— 210 

10,92!) 

Sapap Wood 

( * * 

• 

— 567 

1,701 

— 567 

I.7() l 

Sundries ... 

• • m 

- 

- - Valt 

e, 154,000 

. 

154,000 

Bullion ... 

. 

• 

. . . 

2,618,500 


2,618,500 

* 

Sp. D» 

8,662,100 

Sp. D r ‘ 

L 


Sp. D" 

15,293,699 



( ai ) 


No. 2.—Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, fce.. 


exported front Canton, &c. —continued. 


* * 

* Description 



1 $24-25. 



. » of 

Articles. 

• 

Hast India < 

ompanv. 

Private Traders. • 

Totai 

• 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dulktrs 

Quantity. 

JUftllar. 


/ 



» 



Tea 

Pcculs, 216,271 

7,950,248 

Peculs, 17,489 

918,330 

Peculs, 233,760 

8,901,578 

Haw Silk 

• • 

- 


— 8.59,',' 

* 816,070 

— 3,595 

816,070 

Nankeens 

Pieces, 5,000 

*1,722 

Pieces,*571,740 

•116,059 

Pieces, 579,740 

•150,781 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

- 

. 3,158* 

Peculs, 79,818 

791,355 

- 

791,813 

Cassia tmd Cassia Uuds • 

. J 0 * 

- 

— 3,Sjf> 

103,068 

Peculs, 3,855 

103,668 

Drugs ft iallingal, Gamboge, 
Turmeric), See. 

- 

. .... 

- - Val 

tc 28,014 

Val 

tc 28,014 

» 

Silk Piece Goods 

- 

- 

- 

325,7 

- 

325,758 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

■ 

- 

Peculs, 98 

88,200 

Peculs, 98 

88,200 

IV:iris, False Pearls, and Glass 
lSiAils. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ^ 

» 

China Ware ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and Fireworks. 

7 • 

— 

— 

— 

— 


South American Copper 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(•otfon Yarn, Opium, Quick- 
silver, uiiil Tin. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor 

- 

- 

— 1,010 

32,320 

— 1,010 

32,320 

Cochineal 

. 

- 

- 2.80 

138,000 

— 230 

138,000 

Vermilion 

. 

- 

Boxes, *140 

19,360 

Boxes, -140 

19,360 

Mother of Pearl Shells 

. 

- 

Peculs, 951 

23,775 

Peculs, 951 

23,775 

lthhharl) ... 

- 

- 

— 855 

21,300 

— 355 

21,300 

Alum ... 

. 


— 10,163 

35,588 

— 10,168 

35,588 

Canes 

- 

- 

No. 260,500 

7,815 

No. 260,500 

7,815 

Mats - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed - - 

* 

- 

Peculs, 370 

3,330 

Peculs, 370 

3,330 

Cloves and Nutmegs 

. — 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tutenague 

. 

■* a 

— 664 

7,614 

— 561 

7,614 

Saltpetre ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tobacco and Cigars 

. 

■ 

— 756 

6,70*0 

— 756 

6,700 

Cotton-Qtiodj mm 

t 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass Leaf or Foil 

• 

- 

— 360 

20,880 

— 360 

20,880 

Sapan Wood 

— 

— 

9 • 

•— 

• — 


Sundries ... 

. . . 


- - Value, 161,516 

• - Value, )G1,516 

Bullion - • , ■ 

• 

. 

- 

. 

1,743,357 

* 

1.743,367 


Sp. D™ 

7,964,428 

• 

Sp. D n 

5,799,009 

Sp. D"- 

13,703,437 


F 


(62.) 




( S* ) 


• • « 

No. 2.—Account of the Quantity ami Value of Tea, and other Articles, Ike., exported from Canton, &c. — continued. 




« 

• 


1825-26. 



Description 


• 













of 

• 

Article*. 

« 

Kast India (' 

nnpany. 

Private Traders. 

ToTAti. 









t 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 



t 



\ 

# < 


Tea 

Teculs, 209,779 

7,251,869 

Peculs, 19,229 

873,961 

Peculs, 229,008 

8,125,830 

flaw Silk 

- 

t 

- 

- 6,98.1 

2,068,250 

— 6,985 

2,068,250 

Nankeens 

Pieces, 7,000 

* 7,198 

Pieces, 489,000 

509,375 

Pieces, 496,000 

516,573 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 


- 

f 

Peculs, 89,000 

679,000 

Peculs, 89,000 

679,000 

Cassia and Cassia Buds 


- 

- 

— ft>25 

201,905 

. •— 7,025 

204,905 

Drugs (ffallingal, Gamboge, 
Turmeric), Ike. 


- 

. • 

Value, 16,624 

* 1 

- - Value, 16,024 

Silk l’icce Goods 



- 


- 269,694 

. - -- 269,694 

'Tortoise Shell and Scrap 


- 

• « 

— 59 

59,000 

— 59 

59,000 

Pearls, false Pearls, and Glass 
Dei^s. 


• 

- 

— 1,530 

30,000 

— 1,530 

30,000 

China Ware 



- 

- 

50,000 

. 

50,000 

Writing Taper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and fireworks. 



— 

• 

l r ~ 

— 

. — 

South American Copper 


— 



— 

— 

— 

Cotton Yarn, Opium, Quick¬ 
silver, und Tin. 


— 


l 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor ... 


- 

* 

— 2,310 

80,850 

— 2,310 

80,850 

Cochineal 


- 

- 

— 230 

138,000 

— 230 

138,000 

Vermilion 


- 

' 

Boxes, 286 

21,310 

Boxes, 286 

24,310 

Mother of Pearl Shells 


- 

• m 

Peculs, 2,100 

31,500 

Peculs, 2,100 

31,500 

Rhubarb 


- 

- 

- 273 

19,110 

— 273 

19,i 10 

Alum ... 


• 4 *■ 

- 

— 11,436 

40,026 

— 11,436 

40,026 

Canes ... 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mats ... 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed 

- 

- 

- 

— 572 

' 5,148 

— 572 

5,148 

Cloves and Nutmegs 

- 

- 

- . 

— ( COO 

45,000 

— 600 

45,000 

Tutenague 

- 

- 

• 

— 300 

3,900 

— 300 

■ 3,900 

Saltpetre 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tobacco and Cigars 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( otton Goods 


— 

— 


V 


' — 

Brass Leaf or foil - ' - 

- 

- - 

- 

— " 206 

11,948 

— 206 

11,948 

Sapati Wood - , - 

- 

• 


— 496 

1,488 

- 496 

1,488 

Sundries 

* 

- 

Value, 996 

- - Value, 102,000 

> • Value, 102,996 

Bullion . 

- 

- 



4,341,000 

m m —— 

4,341,000 



Sp.D" 

7,260,063 

Sp.D" 

9,605,089 

Sp.D 1 * 

16,865,152 










( *3 ) 


No. 2. Account of the Quantity and Value of Ten, and other Vrtielts, Ike , exported from • union, Ike. — cynlinued. 


• • 


* 




Description 

-- 


- _ _ • 

"" 1 

- - - 

-.— 

• of 

Kast India Company. 1 

Private Traders. • 1 

Tor xl. 

Articles. 

■.1 

• - 


• 

- - - • 

- - 

• 

Quantity. 

DoPars. 

Quantity. | 

DiiIIjv 

Qumtlit). 

Doflurs. 

. • • 

Tea - - 

Perils, 300,788 

9,937,058 

Peculs, 20,510 

ft 

1.073,905 

Peculs, 327,304 

1,000,963 

Raw Silk 

. 

- 

— 5,131 

1*001,920 

— 3,131 

1,001,920 

Nankeens 

Pieces, 5,000 

4,804 

llcccs, *205,300 

201,028 

Pieces, 2/0,300 

206,492 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

Peculs, 50 

, 824' 

Peculs, 130,093 

1,045,930 

I’eculs, 136,143 

1,016,754 

ft 

Cassia and Cassia Linds • 

a- 

' - r 

- 

— 5.031 

93,073 

— 5,031 

93,073 

Drugs (China Root, Gallingal, 
Tnrineri#). 

* 

- - ft 

- - Value, 23,00(5 

1 

- . Value, 23,066 

1 

• 

Silk Piece Goods 

- 

- 


256,110 


256,140 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

. 

• 

Peculs, IS 

18,000 

l'ecuk 18 

18,000 

Pearls, Pulse Pearls, and (Hass 
Ikatls. 

- 

- 

— 1,120 

28,400 

— 1,4* 

28,400 

» 

China Ware 

. 

- 

. 

30,000 

. 

30,000 

South American Copper 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and Fireworks. 

ft 

• 



35,000 

- 

35,000 

Cottdn Yarn, and Opium 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Quicksilver, and Tin 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor - ■ 

- 

- 

Peculs, 1,020 

33,150 

Peculs, 1,020 

33,150 

Cochineal ... 

. 

- 

137 

82,200 

13/ 

82,20(1 

Vermilion 



— 580 

52,200 

— 5.80 

52,200 

Mother of Pearl Shells 

- 


— 2,000 

30,000 

— 2,000 

30,000 

Rhubarb 

- 

- 

— 318 

31,800 

— 318 

31,800 

Alum 

- 

- 

— 15,884* 

55,594 

— 15,894 

55,594 

Canes - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mats ... 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed 

- 

- 

— 587 

10,506 

— 587 

10,566 

Cloves.and Nutmegs 

ft 


— 100 

30,000 

— 400 

30,000 

• 

Tutenague 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Saltpetre 

— 

— 

— 

ft 

— 

•— 

Tobacco and Cigars, and Cotton 
Goods. ‘ m m 

ft 

• 

— 

— 


T- 


lirass Leaf or Foil - 

- 

’ • 

— 210 

12,180 

— 210 

12,180 

Sapan Wood 

“ 

- 

- 500 

• • 

V300 

500 

1,500 

Sundries 

- - Value, 1,739 

r - - Value, 98,000 

I - - Value, 99,739 

Bullion - - • 

• 

- 

- 

. - - 

4,019,000 

_ 

4.019,000 


Sp.D" 

9,934,185 

( 

Sp,D" 

8,326,252 

Sp. D r 

18,260,737 


(C2.) 


t 
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t • » 

No. 2.—Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, he. —continued. 


' . 

» 

• 


1827- 

28. 



Description 

— - ’’- 

1 

.. 

-1 

--- -- 

- - - • - 

of 

Articles. 

Hast India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total. 

i 






t 

• 

' Quantity. | 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars*. 


f 1 

i 



\ 

f 


Tea 

PeeuIs, 250,916 

8,745,148 

Peculs, 10,070 

092W 

Peculs, 266,980 

9,43^915 

lliuv Silk 

. . 

- 

- 3,570 

1,115,220 

— 3,570 

1,145,220 

Nankivn.-i 

Pieces, 3,500 

* 3,003 

Pieces, 758,000 

049,898 

Pieces, 701,500 

653,501 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

Peculs, 37 

52/ 

I’cculs, 43,559 

317,871 

Peculs, 43,590 

318,396 

Cassia and Ca.,sia liuds 

. 

- 

— 35548 

72,960 

3,684 

72,900 

Dnies (China Hoot, Gallinga], 
Turmeric). 


_ . • 

- - Value, 22,902 

* 1 

- Value, 22,902 

r 

Silk 1‘iece Goods 

. 

- 


280,925 


230,925 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

- 

— 50 

56,000 

— 50 

56,01)0 

Pearls, false Pearls, and Glass 
BeHi. 

_ 

- 

_ too 

1 

10,000 

— 800 

16,000 

China Ware 

- 

- 

Value, 49,100 

- Value, 49,100 

South American Copper 

— 

— 

(, _ 

— 

- 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and fireworks. 

. 

- 

- 

- 38,080 

_ 

38,086 

Cotton Yarn 

— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

Opium - 

— 


— • 

— 


- 

Quicksilver and Tin 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cumjd.or 

- 


— '885 

20,550 

— 885 

20,550 

Cochineal 

. 

- 

- 147 

73,500 

- 117 

73,500 

Vermilion 

• 

- 

Boxes, 400 

20,210 

Boxes, 400 

20,240 

Mother of l’eatl 



Peculs, 275 

4,125 

Peculs, 275 

4,125 

Kliubarh 

Alum - - 

Canes - 


- 

— 202 

17,030 

— 202 

17,030 

. 

- 

No. 241,000 

, 3,615 

No. 241,000 

3,015 

Mats - - - 

- 

- . - 

- ' Value, 3,581 

Value, 3,581 

Aniseed, Cloves, and Nutmegs 

— 

— 

— 

— ’ 

— 

. — 

'Tutcuuguc 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Saltpetre - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tobacco and Cigars, and Cotton 
Goods, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—7 

— 

Brass Leaf or Foil 

. 

a- m 

Peculs, 265 

15,370 

Peculs, 265 

15,370 

Sapan Wood - ■ - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

r- 

Sundries - . 

. 

Value, 8fi6 

- - Value, 48,875 

- - Value, 49,741 

Bullion - - 

. 

- 

- ’ _ 

6,102,146 

- 

6,102,146 


Sp. D" 

8,750,139 

Sp. D" 

9,650,767 

Sp. D” 

18,406,906 





( 25 ) 


No- 2.—Account of tlic Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c. k exported from Canton, kc. — contimti’/l. 


• • 

• 



ft 

18^8-20- 



Description 








1 


. 1 



of 

Hast India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Torsi. 

Articles. 



I 



ft 

1 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. j 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

.IMIr.rs. 

Tea 

[ 

Peculs, 222,234 

7,937,451 

Peculs, 24,968 

870,869 

• 

Peculs, 217,202 

8,808,320 

Raw Silk ,. 

. 


- 7,248 

2,529,289 

- 7,248 

2,529,289 

Nankeens ... 

Pieces, 4,000 

4,122 

Pieces, 957,005 

648,789 

Pieces, 961,005 

652,91 1 

Sugar and .Sugar Candy 


% 

ft 

Peculs. 76,937 

(><»(), 3/0 

Peculs, 76,937 

660,372 

Cassia and Cassia Buds 

• 


— .9,123 

140,975 

- 9,123 

140,975 

Drugs (Chjna Root, (Jailing,’ll, 

• " 

■ 

. - Vul 

ue, 32,365 

Value, 32,365 

i 

Turmeric). 

ft r 



| 




Silk Piece Goods 

. 



460,702 


460,702 

• 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

. 


- 47^ 

47,500 

474 

% 

47,500 

Pearl* False Pearls, and Glass 



Value, 46,307 

Vu 

uc, 46,307 

Beads. 

ft 


I 




China Ware 

- 


! 

24,331 

— 

21,334 

South American Copper 

- ;> 


— 2,000 j 

50,000 

— 2,000 

50,000 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 

- 


Value, 00,182 

Va 

ue, 90,182 

and Fireworks. 

• 






• 

Cotton Yarn 

• 


- 377 

31,000 

- 377 

34,000 

Opium - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*- 

— 

Quicksilver - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tin 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor 



_ 4,514 

112,850 

— 4,514 

112,850 

Coohineal ... 



— 118 

47,200 

— 118 

47,200 

Vermilion - 



Boxes, 1,347, 

59,268 

Boxes, 1,347 

59,268 

Mother of Pearl Shells 


» - 

Peculs, 1,709 

29,053 

Peculs, 1,709 

29,053 

Rhubarb ... 



— 1,249 

79,936 

_ 1,249 

79,936 

Alum - - 


• • 

- 17,525 

35,050 

— 17,525 

35,050 

Canes 



No. 406,000 

4,500 

No. 406,000 

4,500 

,Mats . 



Sets, 12,100 

5,075 

Sets, 12,100 

5,075 

Aniseed, Cloves, and Nutmegs, 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Tutenague, and Saltpetre. 




ft 



Tobacco and Cigars. 


— 

— 

_ 

—• 


■ * m mm 






_ _ 

Cotton Goods 







Brass Leaf or Foil 

- 

- 

Peculs, 188 

11,280 

• 

Peculs, y 18S 

. \ 

11,280 

% ft 

Sapan Wood 

— 

— 

• _» 

— 

\ 


Sundries * 

. . . 

258 

. - Value, 232,191 

Va 

'.449 

| 

Bullion t * 

. 

. .. 

. 

-4,705,727 

J ■ 

• 

- 4,705,727 


Sp. D™ 

7,941,831 

Sp. D rl 10,957,814 

’ Sp. D' 

18,899,645 

• 


(62.) 















( 20 ) . 

« • • 

No.2.—Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, ami other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, &e,“-con(i«ufd. 


Description 

of 


East India Company. 


1829-30. 


Prirate Traders. 


Quantity. Dollars. 


Quantity. I Dollars. 


- 1’eculs,230,18 1 7,752,422 I’eculs, 22,398 700,6*92 Pecttls,252,582 8,458,514 


Raw Silk 
Nankeens 


- 5,990 1,879,880 


5,990 1,879,880 


Pieces. 1,500 1,544 Pieces, 703,450 492,415 Pieces, 704,950 493,959 


Sugar and Sugar Candy - Pcouls, 100 1,028 Peculs, f72,!95 1,439,737 Pcculs, 172,295 1,440,755 


Cassia and Cassia Buds 

Drugs (Turmeric, Gallingal, 
Musk, kc.) 


Silk Piece Goods 
Tortoise Shell and Scrap 


- Pieces, 75 


11,20/ 1 15,291 

- Value, 38,170 


- — 439,0/5 


11,207 | 110,291 
- Value, 38,170 


- — 440,3(15 


Pcculs, 26 JI 29,425 Peculs, 20? 29,428 


Pearls, False Pearls, and Glass - .Value, 92 553 

Beads. 1 

.— 30,129 


China Ware 

'Writing Paper, Kitisols," Toys, 
and Fireworks. 


South American Copper 
Cotton Yarn 


Quicksilver - 


Camphor 

Cochineal 


Vermilion 


Mother of Pearl Shells 
Rhubarb 


Aniseed, Cloves, Tutenague, 
and Saltpetre. 

Tobacco and Cigars 

Cotton Goods 

Brass Leaf or Foil - 

S.tpati Wood - 1 - 


—, 228,015 


Value, 92,553 

I 

— 30,129 


- — 228,015 


- — 87,390 


Peculs, 500 9,572 l’eeuls, 500 9,572 


- 3,542 90,321 — 

- 57 19,950 - 


3,542 90,321 

57 19,950 


Boxes, 2,509 115,414 Boxes, 2,509 115,414 

Peculs, 1,559 27,282 Peculs, 1,559 27,282 

— 1,032 07,080 — 1,032 67,080 

— 9,359 18,718 — 9,359 18,718 


No. 365,750 


’,578 No. 305,750 7,578 


— 13,500 4,050 — 13,500 


Pcculs, 182 10,920 I Peculs, 182 10,920 


- - 92,726 . 

Sp. D" 7,848,520 


Value, 204,790 - 
■ —6,735,100 


Value, 204,900 
- — 6,827,820. 












( 27 ) 

* • 

.No. 2.—Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c., exported front Canton, kc.i-coiitinueil 


• * 

• 



1830-31 


---- .. > -— 

• 


m 

of 

East India Company. 

Private Traders. • 

Total 


Articles. 

• 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

J Lilljrs. 

Quantity, 

• 

4)oli.irs. 

Ten - - - ^ 

/ 

Peculs, 228,57-1 

7,961,*185 

Peculs, 20,614 

673,890 

I’eeuls,219,188 

8,638,36.' 

Raw Silk - 

. 

- 

— 6,669* 

1,567,920 

— (i,G(J8 

1,567,921 

Nankeens - 

- 

- 

Piects, 925,200 

530,(5 1 fi 

‘ieces, 925,200 

536,61i 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

— 96' 

1,253 

Pcculs, M3, tfi-1 

952,520 

*eculy, 143,5(50 

953,75, 

Cassia and Cassia Buds - 

*-* 

• 

- 

— 11,385 

111,803 

— 11,385 

111,80. 

Drugs (Tumeric, Gallingal, 
Muski ticc.) 

- 

- *- 

- Val 
| 

ue, 16,435 

- Val 

| 

ic, 16,13 

Silk Piece Goods 

Pieces, 37 

465 

I 

- 165,195 


165,66 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

- 

l*eculs, 12£' 

1 

11,025 

lYeuls, I2J! 

11,02 

Pearls, False Pearls, and Glass 
jlteads. 

. 

- 

- - - Value, Ji.V3 13 

1 

- - ^ Value, 55, G1 

China Ware 

- *- 

* 


31,076 

i 

- *31,07 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and Fireworks. 

/ . 

- f " 

- 


150,020 

1 

- 150,62 

South American Copper 

- 

Peculs, 3,002 

78,052 

Peculs, 3,002 

78,05 

Cotton Yarn 


— 

— 

— 

— 

"" 

(Jpium 

• 

- 

Chests, 10 

5,600 

Chests, 10 

5,60 

Quicksilver - 

— • 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Tin 

. 

‘ 

Peculs, 756 

12,096 

l’eeuls, 750 

12,09 

Camphor ... 

- • - 


— 2,013 

49,032 

— 2,043 

49,03 

Cochineal .... 



— 38,1 

11,550 

- 383 

11,55 

Vermilion - 



Boxes, 3,155 

132,510 

Boxes, 3,155 

132,51 

Mother of Pearl Shells 



Peculs, 1,134 

22,680 

Pcculs, 1,131 

22,0- 

Rhubarb 



— 1*331 

90,508 

- 1,331 

90,5 

Alum 

. . •- 


- 11,779 

23,558 

— 11,779 

23,j 

Canes 



- V 

tine, 10,124 

- Value, 10,1 

i 

Mats • 



- 

j 

- 14,558 

- - - 

- 14,5 

• 

Agiseed 

. 


Peculs, 2,793 

33,390 

Peculs, 2,7H3 

33,3! 

Cloves 



— 794 

15,880 

— 794 

15,8i 

Tutenague - 



— 2,100 

19,200 

2,400 

19,2' 

Saltpetre 

• 


- 1,264 

8,216 

— 1,261 

•8.2 

Tobacco and Cigars - 

• 


. V 

aluc, 8,300 

- 5 

'aluc, S,i 

■ Cotton Goods 


__ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass Leaf or Foil 



Boxes, 39 

_ 

. 1,950 

Boxes, 39 

. • ] ’ J 

Sapan Wood 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Sundries 


563 

. - Value, 140,502 

- - Value, 141,f 

Bullion • 


1,962,136 

. - 

- 4,090,396 

. 

- 6,652,, 


Sp. D" 

9,928,882 

Sp. D" 

9,976,841 

* Sp. D" 

19,905, 

. 


(62.) 
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No. 2.—Account ef the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, kc.—runtime:]. 


Description 

of 

• 

• 

* 

1831-32. 



' East India Company- 

j Private Traders. 

Total. 

A i ticks. 

1 

•Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. • 

Tea 

« 

Peculs,237,516 

7,997,501 

l’eculs, 23,971 

757, (L 

* *• 

Peculs, 261,487 

8,755,126 

llaw Silk ... 

> 

- 

— 8,451 

■ 2,654,688 

— 8,451 

2,654,683 

Nankeens ... 

Pieces, 1,000 

* 844 

Pieces, 315,570 

160,941 

Pieces, 316,570 

161,785 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 



'Peeuls, 92,906 

560,349 

Peculs, 92,906 

560,349 

Cassia and Cassia Buds 



- 7,710' 

57,040 

7,710 

57,040 

Drugs (Turmeric, (Jallingal, 



* • v< 

lue, 10,799 

- - - Va 

lue, 10,799 

Musk, &c.) 

Silk l’icce Goods 




- 217,861 


- 247,801 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 




- 19,017 


- 19,017 

I’earls, False Pearls, and Class 



. - - — 

- 48,094 


- 48,094 

lkadsr 

China Ware 




- 23,179 


- 23,179 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 




- ; 83,840 


- 83,840 

and Fireworks. 

South American Copper 



Peculs, 4,610, 

96,810 

Peculs, 4,610 

96,810 

Colton Yarn 



— 1,532 

73,536 

— 1,532 

73,536 

Opium, Quicksilver, andjTin - 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor 



279 

6,696 

- 279 

6,696 

Cochineal ... 



. 

— Ml 

30,096 

— 114 

30,096 

Vermilion - - 



Boxes, 825 

30,525 

Boxes, 825 

30,525 

Mother of Pearl Shells 



Peculs, 2,235 

37,995 

Peculs, 2,235 

37,995, 

Rhubarb ... 

- 


— 763 

41,202 

- 763 

41,202 

Alum ... 



— 20,475 

35,831 

- 20,475 

35,831 

Canes ... 



Vi 

lue, 7.47C 

- - - Va 

lue, 7,476 

Mats 




- 3,829 


- 3,829 

Aniseed ... 



Peculs, 477 

5,008 

Peculs, 477 

5,008 

Cloves 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tutenague - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Saltpetre ... 

4 * m 

- 

— 1,868 

13.076 

— 1,868 

13,076 

Tobacco and Cigars - 

-mm 


- Va 

ue J 4,250 

- - - Va 

ue, 14,250 

Cotton Goods 

• m m 

- 


- 9,947 

. '. \ 1 

9,947 

Brass Leaf or Foil and Sapan 

___ 




mmm 


y Wood., 

Sundries ... 


1,706 

• . 

146,492 

- 

148,198 

bullion ... 

m m m 

J,179,119 

. . . 

2,849,046 

. 

4,028,165 

* 

—*-- 

. Sp.D". 

9,179,170 

■ 

Sp. D" 

' . 

8,025,248 

Sp. D" 

17,204,418 













( 2 !) ) 

No.* 2.—Account of the Quantity and Value of Ten, and other Articles, the.. exported ironi Canton, the .—rviUinuat 

• • i ~~ r • . 

, . 1832m3. 

Description —--- -—. - • ' ' " " 

. of Mast India Company. Private Traders. * Tnr.\t. 

. Articles. ~ " f~. 7j ~ 

, ep.nTitily. Dullais. (fu, unity. ; D„Har4 (Jei.iiiliie. Dullrln. 

- / ! 


•pea - - - Pccu 

Haw Silk * ' j ' 

Nankeens - - * j Pit* 1 

Sugar arid Sugar Candy ■ ■ 

, Cassia and Cassia Pauls - ; 

I 

Druts (China Hoot, Gallingal, | • 

Musk, Stc.) | 

• 

Silk Piece Goods 

TorteiJe Slttll and Scrap 

Pearls, False Peat Is, and Glass j - 
Heads. ; 

China Ware " 

Writing Paper. Kitisnls, Toys j - 

aifd Firt.uork ■■ i 

| 

South American Copper - | - 

Cotton Yarn 

Opium - * j ‘ 

. 'Quicksilver - ' j ‘ 

Tin • ' ‘ | ' 

Cochineal - * 

. Mats 
Canes 


J . 

- P^cuH, -31.OfiS 8,223,1(10 Pecttls, 21,80.3 795,301 Peetils, 256,320 >J,tH8,;.2l 

* I • 

. (;,(o| j 2,1132,1 f>l — 0,051 2,082,1.’>! 


- 1 Pieces, 3,000 ! 2,3/5 


Pieces, 121,500 J 35,050 Pieces, 121,500 87,02'/ 

Pectil-, 27,055 221,335 IVetils. 27,0:15 221,335 

_ 11,331 105.141 — 11,331 105,1 11 


Value, 05,709 


. _ 310,735 

. L 17,380 
. L 25,023 


— 22,170 ! 

L <10.130 


Value, 05,700 


310,785 


- — 22,470 
j 

- L 99,130 


l’eculs, 10,002 j 213,>40 Pecttls, 10,092 213,840 


_ 1,273 51,739 


1,273 I 54,730 


Chests, 23 17,802 Chests, 23 j 17,802 

Pec,uls, 287 18.055 Peeuls, 287 18,055 

_ 1,057 11,793 - 1,057 1 1,793 

_ pa 22,227 — 03 22,227 

No. 10,0 f») 1,132 No. 10,040 | 1,482 

I . - Value, 15,340 - - Value, 15,810 


Cotton Goods 

“ 

— 

Tobacco and Cigars 

- 

• 

Mother of Pearl Shells 

% 


Vermilion 


- 

Camphor 


- 

Alum 

m j mm 

- j 

• 

Rhubarb • 

' 

• m • 

■ 

'Brass Leaf or Foil 

- 

— 

Supan Wood 

- 

— 

Sundries 



Bullion • - 

- 

- 



Sp. D' 


Peeuls, 332 I 0,010 Pends, 332 0,610 

1 tuxes, 1,173 53,028 Hexes, 1,473 53,023 

Peeuls, 5,200 118,372 Peeuls, 5,200 1 18,372 

— 5,907 10,337 — 5,007 10,337 


Value, 70S 
- 1,303,671 


1,375 08,750 


- Value, 150,271 

— 3,534,800 

• 

Sp. D“ 8,181,050 


,1,375 68,750 


( Value, 150,98: 

— 4,838,54 

I_ 

8p.D" 17,711,16 


(62.) 





( 30 ) 

No. Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and'other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, bc.—wnlfouctl. y 


1833-34. 


j-/e*cnpuou 

i 


1 .“ 


f 

of 

\ I'iust India Company* 

| Private Traders. 

Tot 

AltUcWs. 

\ 



1 • 


• 

• Quantity. 

1 ).AWs. 

Quantity. 

| Dollars. 

Quantify. 

• . . 

Tea 

t 

• Peculs, 230,81: 

j 7,911,666 

i Peculs, 29,031 

!\ ‘ 

! 1,04?,586 

Peculs, 239,81 

Haw Silk 


- 

- 9,920 

1 

1 | 3,097,167 

• 

- 9,9a 

Nankeens 


• 

| Pieces, 30,600 

1 22,644 

1 Pieces, 30,I'M 

Sugar a ml Sugar (auily 

, i 

1 

r ■ ■ 

/■ f 

flteulS, '28,439 

' i 

j 264, NO j 

Ij’enils, 28,139 

Cassia and Cassia Buds - / 

■ • - 

- 

— 17,*607 ! 

i 

143,258 f 

- 17,007 ^ 

Drills (China Root, (lallmgal, 
Musk, he.) 

. 

- J 

i 

Value, 36,757 

1 

■ • V; J 

Silk Piece Goods 

. 

- 

i 

- 332,841 


Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

■ 

i 

- 7,822 


Pearl*, False f'earls, and Glass 
Ij^uls. 

. 

- 

i 

.i 

- 26,291 

1 

China Ware 

- 

- 

! 

- 13,525 

- 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Tnys, 
nnd Fireworks. 

- 

■ 

i 

* i 

- 106.513 

• 

- 

South American Copper 

. 

- 

Peculs, 10,907 

218,140 

Peculs, 10,907 

Cotton Yarn 

. 

- 

— 201 

8,442 

— 201 

Opium 

— 

— 


_ 


Quicksilver 

- ) 

- j 

— 


_ 


Dollars. 

8,938,252 
3,097, Kif 
■22,6-14 
‘Mil, 110 


M 

— 7,822 

I ■ 

— CH.-JSH 

Ki.r.ir, 


218,140 

Uu 


Rhuban 

Cotton Goods 

Alum 

Tobacco and Cigars 

Canes 

Mother of Pearl 1 ,Shells 

Mats 

Aniseed 

Vermilion r 

Camphor j 

Alum - 1 ‘ 

Cloves 

llliubarb 

Tutenagt 

Brass teaf or Foill 

*•» 

gapan Wood L 

Saltpetre 

m 

Sundries - 

Tobac* 



Value, 272 
- 3.95,849 


Viter*, 1,230 

I’eculs, 2,0)9 
Horn, 3,570 
Peculs, 2,130 

- 10,213 

- 131 
Boxes, 81 


7,500 

31,321 

121.591 

53,100 

20,120 

2;i,J72 

3,726 


Pieces, 1,250 j 

i 

Peculs 2,019 1 
Ilexes, 3,3/6 ; 
Peculs, 2,WO 

-5 10,213 

i 

_ 131 

Boxes, 61 j 


Value, 113,694 , 

- 6,576,595 J - 


Value 


^WWJSM Sp. D* ^ 354,107 | | 




No. 3 . 


An Account of all Eiui.r drawn upon India and London by tlic Sei.kct 
Committee at Canton, in each Year, from 18*) inclusive to the latest 
Time to which the same can Ik: made out. 
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No. Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and oilier Articles, &c., exported from Canton, Ac.— tonti'imed. y " 


■ *■' 1 




• 




• 


♦ 

r 


, 1833-34. 


r 

Description 











1 


1 ' 


of 

' 

East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Tot \l. 

Articles. 





* 





• Quantity 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantify. 

* 

Dollars. 



• 






Tea 


Peculs, 2.10,815 

7,911,6GG 

Peculs, 29,031 

1,04V, 586 

Peculs, 209,810 

8,950,252 

Uaw Silk 

- 

• 

- 

— 9,920 

3,097,107 

9,920 

3,097,167 

Nankeens 

- 

- 

f 

Piece i, 30,000 

22,644 

Pieces, 30.GO0 

22,0-14 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

- 

. 

4 

Peculs, 28,439 

204,140 

Peculs, 28,439 

204,1 10 

Cassia and Cassia Ends 

- 

- 

- 

- 17,007 

Mil,208 

- 17,007 

145,258 

Drugs (China Hoot, Giillhigal, 

... 

i 

Value, 3fi,757 

Va 

ue, 36,757 

Musk, Ac.) 







! 

Silk Piece Goods 

- 

- 

■ 

- 

— 3^2,8‘M 

* 

— 33:\iSU 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 7,822 

- 

1 

— 7,822 

Henris False i’earls, and Glass 

... 

. 

. 

— 2(3,291 


1 

— '20,291 

Ijp’ids. 








China Ware 


- 

- 


— 13,520 

- 

— 13.525 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 

„ 

- 

. . i 

- 100,543 

. . 

— 100,543 

and Fireworks. 





' 



South American Copper 

- 

. 

- 

Peculs, 10,907 

218,140 

Peculs, 10,907 

218,140 

Cotton Yarn 

- 

. 

- 

— 201 

8,1-12 

— 201 

8,442 

Opium 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Quicksilver 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Tin 

- 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Cochineal 

- 

■ 

- 

— ’202 

44,036 

— 202 

44,030 

Mats 


- 


No. 28,091 ■ 

13,055 

No. 28,091 

13,055 

Canes 

- 

- 


Va 

ue, 14,389 

- - Value, 1 1,389 

Cotton Goods 

- 



Pieces, 1,250 

7,500 

Pieces, 1,250 

7,500 

Tobacco and Cigars 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mother of Pearl {shells 

- 

( 


Peculs, 2,049 

34,321 

l’eculs, 2,019 

34,321 

Vermilion 

- 

. 


Boxes, 3,570 

121,584 

Boxes, 3,570 

121,584 

Camphor 

- 

. 


Peculs, 2,430 

53,400 

Peculs, 2,430 

53,400 

Alum 

- 

• 


— 10,213 

20,426 

— 10,213 

20.420 

Hlmkarb : 

- 

. 


- 434 

25,172 

— 134 

25,172 

Grass Leaf or Foil 

- 

. 


Boxes, ‘ 81 

3,720 

Boxes, 81 

' 3,720 

Sapan Wood 

- 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Sundries 

- 

- - Va 

tie, 272 

- ‘Value, 115,094 

- - Valu 

e, 115,960 

Bullion - i - 

l| 

* 

< - 

- 385,849 


6,570,585 

— 

6,962,431 

1 ! 





1 

vmm * 


i 1 

i l 

- i 4 - 


Sp. D“ 

8,297,787 

Sp. D’* 

12,354,107 

Sp. D™ 

20,651,894 


, , , (Errors excepted.) 

East India II i'fee, » ‘ _ JAMES C. MELV1LL, 

J 7th March it 10. J Secretary. 
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No. 3 . 

Av Account of all lin.i,* drawn upon India ami London by the Sei,kct 
Committee at Canton, in each Year, from 18‘20 inclusive to the latest 
Time to which the same can be made out. 



( 3* ) 


No.' 3 . 

As Account of all Bil*Ls drawn upon 1$dia and London by the Select Committee at'C anton 



















INDIA. 







■ 


llfeliAI. 


110.Mil AY. 


TOTAL. 

¥ 

• 

• 

CIjiiu 

j 



.— 

... . - 







Stasyil. 

I 

Hate 



Rate 


\\mount 

Amount 
received at 

Rate 

of 

Sight, 


1 of Exchange 

Sight. 

• 


of Exchange 

Sight. 

received at 

t Canton fur Bills 

Exchange 


i 

j 

per Dollar. 

received at Cain on 

• 

per Dollar 


Canton. 

drawn in each 
Year,*’ * 

per 

Dollar, 



i 

1 



1 HI art. 

Dollars. * 



Dollars. 

Dollars. 

s. U. 


1 s JO-C'1 

l 

jjio S“R»p*lon D ls 

SO Davs 

•21.1,00.) 


•i, 







204 Do. per Do. 

Du. 

1,773,936 













1.988,936* 




1,988,936 



ISJl.'JL 

i.04 Ik per Do, 

lb. 

142,442 




4 « 

365 Days 


j ‘JO 

Do. per Do. 

Do. 

1,665,411 

1,807,858 




1,807,856 

5 d 

730 Days 


1 









1822-2.1 

~'dl Do. per Do. 

n () . 


1 575,101 

220 Bomba v R 1 

30 Days 

1,237,937 

2,813,103 









per 100 lK 




, 


<■ 












ISLV-M 

1 20 

\ Do. per Do. 

Do. 

. 

2,000,155 

Do. per Do. 

Do. 

465,622 

2,545,777 

4 6 

tl Month: 

IVJ 1-25 

i 20 

Do. per Do. 

I)o. 

100,000 









| so: 

Do. jar Do. 

Do. 

i ,'> 3,423 









| '-Ml 

» Do. per Do. 

Do. 

1,780, 545 









r 

Do. per Do. 

I)o, 

100,859 

3,270,827 




3,270,827 

4 6 

365 Days 

1*25 -C 

2W 

Do. per Du. 

Do. 

624,462 






i’O 1 

Do. per Do. 

Do. 

400,fills 






4 6 

305 Davt 


aw 

Do. per Do. 

Do. 

1:57, K.5 

1,162,535 




J 162,535 

1 6 

182 Day 






m 



4 6 

182 Day 

1 82ti»27 










4 3 

183 Day 

20.1 

Do. per J)o. 

Do. 

- 

718,528 

- 

* . *■ 

- 

748,598 



I327-2.X 

•M) 

Do, per Do. 

Do. 

716,211 









2<H 

Do. per Do. 

Do. 

1,052,274 

1,708,515 




1,768,515 

4 U 

6 Month 









IS-'O-M 

JO -1 per Do. 

Do. 

- ' - 

2,728,062 

- 

* 

. ■ - 

2,728,362 

4 2 

6 Month 

istia-sn 

*02 * 

Do. per Do. 

Do. 

- - 

821,520 

* 

- 

. . . 

821,520 

« n 

6 Month 

IMSfvjj L 

00 . 

1 >. per Do. 

Do. 

1,0.17,712 








L 

V.' ' 

•. per Do. 

Do. 

1,152,5«M 






4 H 

6 Mon tli 

- 

? Foil '• lwrU,> - 

Do. 

A'JO^bS 

3,1181,173 




3,381,173 

4 1 

Dn, 



•. per Do. 

Do. 

071,120 






I 

• 

*. per Do. 

Do- 

4,653,513 

5,024,633 




5,024,033 

,4 2} 

(! Month 



< 






*32-33 


j ». per Do. 

V 

1,.1M,S.S7 








j 


j o. per Do. 

Do. 

1,87 8,70S 

3,193,595 



* 

3,193.595 

t « 

3,174,109 

4 4 

6 Monti 

,a ?;l _ 


, per Do‘. 

1 

Do. 








- - 

3, 11 '1, l Ol) 

- - - 

- • 

- - - 

— 

*—• 

“7 











/ India I( 

'Ise 

( 







\ 


17tli Alarcli 

1 

BOj. per Do. 

Do. 

- 

1,310,332 

- 

' 

• 

1,310,332 


— 



1 

1 


Sp. Dr^ 

! 34, one,, 12 


Sp. Dr*. 

1,703,533 

35,730,871 








i 







here have not been any Bills drawn from Canton on Madras and Prince of Wales Island in the above Period. 


, 17th March *1840. 
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. ' No. 3. 

1 each’Year fr ojn 18*20 inclusive, to the latest Time tojvhich the same’rfn ) x > made imt 
LONDON. 

t i CERTIFICATES. 


iflELS. 


Amount received at 


Amount ( 
payable in ! n 
Canton. I England. I ev a . c 

• • I ot Exchange 

| per Dollar. 


; ttatf, Sc. at which the Commanders and Officers were supplied. 

i — y_ _ . 


Dollars . 


428,572 
392,00 f 


44,565 

79,368 


Dollar 


820,573 


715,1G9 , 
1,750,315 I 


131,610 

16,000 


Sp. Drs. 


.11,000 

262,970 

123,033 

2,465,484 

73,201 

171,808 

111,740 

147,610 

157,842 

2^6,247 


Sterling, j j. d. 
1 5 3 

5 3 
o 0 
5 0 


£ 

198,000 


4,627,408 


2,475 

59,168 

27,885 

532,855 

10,129 

35,791 

23,046 

30,411 

29,704 

.64,187 


£1,019,651 


4 10 

5 0 


4 H 
4 10 


4 8 
4 10 


4 6 


Sight. 


90 Days 
305 Days 

1*0 I).tj*s 


365 Days j 156,412 1 


Amount. 


Dollars. I 'Dollars. 

10,551 ; 

• 10,554 : 

156,413 


4 7 ;jf,5 Dgy 


4 6 
4 7 


4 3 
4 4 


4 li 
4 2 

4 2 
4 2* 


4 lj 
4 2 


4 li 
4 2 


4 2i 
4 3 


4 4 
4 4$ 


0 Days 
365 Days 


90 Days 
365 Days 


90 Day$ 


365 Days 


90 Days 
365 Days 

90 Days 
365 Days 


90 Days 
365 Days 


90 Days 
365 Days 


90 Days 
3«5 % Days 


!- 

! 171,196 

j 171,196 

142.560 

142.561 

9,091 
9,091 
j 179,507 

I 179,508 

1 

• 

189,360 

189,360 

J.5,7’4 
! 55,744 

1 

! 

208,008 

208,007 

223.571 

228.572 

232,314 

232,314 

i 

I 222,611 

j* 222,641 

202.998 

203.998 

89.866 

39.866 

234.227 

284.227 


Sp. Drs. 


• 333,933 

348,392 

285,121 

377,197 

378,720 

111,488 

116,015 

447,143 

464,628 

445,282 


179,732 


4GP.454 


. 4,664,101 


I OTA I,. 


Sit rlui" 


f 

83,747 


I 


85,646 

67,716 

85,8»1 

86,001 

25,317 

89,269 

92,689 

97,282 

92,303 

84,574 

38,006 

101,986 


£ 1,030,380 


Dollars. 

333,933 

1,108,965 

285,121 

388,1.97 


235,121 


525,344 

636,436 

557,022 

555,606 


*\l 7,574 

764,701 
Nil. 1 


Nil. 


StctUiii'. 


£ ■ 
83,7 17 


283,616 

G7,7?6 

88,319 


China 

•Season. 


1820-21 


641,690 ' 145,169 


1822-23 

* 


1823-21 


53,202 


2,881,199 j 022,124 


I 

1 U >8,818 
113,073 

II 5,149 

1 14,985 


7,710 


i V,,173 

i 

j .1. 


I l )l. 


9,291,509 | £ 2/)f>0 > 031 


4 


1826- 27 

1827- 28 

1828- 29 

1829- 30 

1830- 31 

1831- 32 

1832- 33 

1833- 34 

• 

1834 35 


Hen. —The Certificates are drawn in Dollars from. Canton without a Rale. Th<j Rate at which they are paid to the Commodore, &e, is fixed hv tl 
• Court of Directors in England. The Functions of the’Selcct Committee of Supra Cargoes ceased on the 31st wfly 1834 * * ,e 

Jf’ILL, 


(e~ 


(Errors excepted.) 


JAMJ?S C. ME 


Secretary. 
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Ax Account of the Extorts and Imports of Foreign Nations at tlie Port of Canton* in each Year from 
1820 inclusive; distinguishing Woollen, Cotton Goods, Tea, Treasure and Bills, and'all other 
Articles, as far as the same can be made out. 

“ 111 •" "* ' ' ‘ ' .". * ~ 

AMERICAN TRADE.—EXPORTS. . , 


Description of Articles. 


1820-21. 


Quantity. Dollars. 



1822-23. 


Quantity. • Dollars. 


Nankeens 


Manufactured Silks 


Raw Silk - 0 9 - 
Camlets and Drugget; 8 

C assia and Cassia Hu ds 
Sugar and Candy 
China Ware . , - 

Mats and Matting I - 

Rhubarb . A 


Vermilion 

(iallingal 
l.ac(|utrcd Ware 

Cassia Oil 
Tortuise Shell 

Musk 

Gamboge 

Paper . . 

Copper 

Tin 

Camphor 
Ginger 
t 'niton Goods 
Cotton Yarn 
Flannel 
n Wood 


Hi India I,’is ' 
Fth March I mj* 


lbs. 

7,S90,267 2,106,381 

Pieces, 

67 i,270 402,762 

Pieces, ’s 

137 - 33 H 1,286,211 

lbs. 3,333 J 


Peculs, 

3,210 70,381 

2,664 20,115 

1,030 10,390 

291 11,640 

Hoses, 

66 2,970 

Peculs, 

639 3,195 

Value, 12,000 

Peculs, 

16 3,200 

7 6,300 

Calties, 

25 1,500 

Value, 516 


lbs. 

9,312,267 

Boxes, «■ 
2,716 
Pieces, 
1,761,528 
Pieces, 
35-1,864 
lbs. 
35,733 


2,612,538 11,303,733 3,071,018 

Pieces, 

889,531 1,149,206 614,413 

r Pieces, 

2,868,225< ,'’ 782 l 3,052,836 


lbs. 

9,000 21,067 


ricaandT 
ads, &c., 

-eit. J 


Value, 150,006 


Sp. D" 4,088,000- 



129,478 
123,560 
, 12,474 
' 11,190 
.29,200 


Peculs, 

8,635 

6,873 

1,279 

3,8-10 

588 





Peeuls, 5 
18 

Cutties, 

20 

10 

Peculs, 1,861 


Pieces, 360 

Peculs, 44 
Gross, 6,000 
Hoxes, 1,020 


Pieces, 210 


- i’ejjjiJjj J 


Value, 379,000 
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No. 4.—An Account of the Exports mid imports of .Forego Nation- at the Fort of Canton, Ste_ continued. 


Description of Articles. 


AM EttIC \N MADE.— EX PORTS. 


182:3-24. 


1824-25. 


1825-26. 


Quantity. Dollars. I Quantity. 


Nankeens 


Manufactured Silks 


Haw Silk 

Camlets and Druggets 

Cojpia and Cassia Buds 
Sugar and Candy 
China Ware 

Mats and Matting 

Rhubarb 

Vermilion 
Gallingal 
Lacquered Ware 
Cassia Oil 

Tortoise Shell 

Musk 

Gamboge 

l’uper 

Copper 

Tin 


Camphor 

Ginger 

Cotton Goods 
Cotton Yarn 
Flannel 
Sapau Wood 


10,152,267 3J2I7,S15 1:1,741,167 4,5*l,874j l ^ ( |' s ,WO j > 1,185,788 

Pieces, Pieces,* 1 Piece-, 

252,200 181,118 5:16,001) ! 317,1110 721,00(1 500,050 


Pieces, 
318,670 
lbs..» 
6,267 


,1,828,094 


|s Pieces, -s 
574,057 1 „ 

as. 1 

0,867 J 


999,791 619,614 2,7 i 6,317 


■ Nutmegs and Mace 

Pearl Buttons 

Fireworks 
Chow Chow 
Rattans 
Window Blinds 
Skins and Furs 
‘Aniseed Oil 
Fans and Screens 
Giass Cloth 
Dragons Blood 
Spice Oil 

Tranks , 1 

Combs’ - -• * J— * 

Aniseed 

Clyna Root 

Turmeric 

Sundries not specified 
Bullion and Specie 
Bills of Exchange 
Exports to South America and 
the Sandwich Islands, 8tc. 
Fartipularf not giren. 


Piculs, 

7,972 175,394 


12,667 38,950 

IVcnls, 

9,413 207,786 

4,377 37,537 

1,097 10,970 

Rolls, 

3,380 16,900 

Peculs, 

159 7,950 


154 13,175 


Peculs, 

370 ‘ 11,470 

269 4,301 


Value,’ 8,520 


Value, 217,000. 


Value, 200,000 


78,133 271,200 

Pecul.s, 

10,116 ’ 221,159 

23,189 203,114 

2.823 28,230 

Hulls, * 

3,586 17,930 

Pends, ** 

185 8,325 


Peculs, 24 
9 


Gross, 

13,650 5,160 

Boxes, 

4,020 11,550 

Valin, 12,150 


Pccu i 

77 

Grnsr 
If. .’00 
Ilose 


171 

19 

Nn. ( N) 


Value, 195.500 


Sp. D” 5,677,149 _ Sp. D» 8,501,121 


8,752,562 
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• No. 4.—An Acrounl of the Imports and Imports of Foreign Nations at the Port of Canton, Ac .—continued 


. American tramp*— exports. 
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/ , , 

, No. 4.—An Account of the Exports ami Imports of Foreign Nations at the Fort of Can'on, A.c ,—rniifjininh 


AMERICAN TRADE.—EXPORTS. 


•“ • 

- 

" • 1 


‘ - 

» 

l 82 !)-ao. 

18311- 

31. 

. I* I ■ | 










» 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity* 

Dollars, 

* . 

lbs. 


lbs. 

- 

Teas . - ... 

8,827,200 

2,496,683 

7,251,167 

2,014,105 


Pieces, 

Pieces, 


Nankeens - - y - 

, 349,075 

250,173 

125,774 

80.914 

r 

Pieces, "x 


Pieces, a 


•• I 

Manufactured Silks - - -< 

182,902 1 

lbs. f 

995,199 

261.117 ( 

lbs. f 

1,636,042 

l 

31,000 J 

l 

47,200 J 


Raw Silk .... 

v <|0,267 * 

138,700 

38,000 

85.500 

Camlets anti Druggets 

Pieces, 28.5 
. 4'eculs, 

2,280 

990 

Peculs, 

8,910 

Cassia and Cassia Buds - 

r 

3,123 

40,837 

2,463 

29,556 

Peculs, a 



* 

Stjgar and Candy - - -< 

Boxes, | 

48,771 

3,809 

39,911 

l 

741 J 



\ 




Boxes, 


• 

China Ware 

89 

531 

291 

1,761 

Rolls, 


Rolls, 


Mats and Malting 

3,115 

Peculs, 

15,575 

600 

Peculs, 

* 3,000 

Rhubarb - - - ■ * 

lfi3 

Boxes, 

9,780 

28 

Boxes, 

1,6,*# 

Vermilion - - " 

* 

186 

8,928 

9« 

Peculs, 

3,960 

Gallingal ' 

* • " “ 

Peculs, 

- 

100 

500 

Lactpicred Wtire 

53 

2,650 

. 

Value, 2,517 

Ctlfsia Oil .... 


— 



Tortoise Shell * 


“- 



Musk - - 

— 

— 



Gamboge - ■ 

Paper - • 

. 8 

40 

760 

828 

— 

— 

Copper - - 





Tin - 

— 


• 


Camphor - “ 

(linger - 

100 

2,656 

— 

— 

• Cotton Goods 


' 



Cotton Yarn 

— 




Flannel - * 

— 

— 



Japan Wood • 

— 

— 



Nutmeg* and Mace 

Gross, 


Gross, 


Pearl Buttons - ... 

* *2,510 

Boxes, 

2,501’ 

72,100 

Boxes, 

14,420 

Fireworks ... 

4,540 

4,994 

3,930 

4,389 

Chow Chow - 

Rattans - - ’ 

l’eeuls, 7 

210 

Rolls, 

-- 

Window Blinds 

- 

. 

521 

2,620 
__ • 

Skins and Furs * • *■ 





Aniseed Oil - - ' 



No. 100,000 

1,400 

Fans and Screens 

Pieces, 



Grass Cloth - - - - 

302 

3,020 * 



Dragons Blood - - * 


5,700 

- # 

— 

Spice Oil 

515 

3,090 

— 

— 

Trunks - - V ‘ • ' 

Combs • 

103,000 

721 

— 

— 

Aniseed ' ‘ 

• 



,, 

.China Root - 



. 

__ 

Turmeric - ' 



- 

Value, 75,000 

Sundries not specified 


' •' 9,020 

• • 

* 

Bullion and Specie • 

“ 



Bills of Exchange • , " , 





Exports to South America mid to tneA 
Sandwich Islands. ,&c.. Particulars j> 
nut gfl'en ■ • *' 

• . • 

• 


Value, 257,000 • 






Sp. D" 

4,108,611 

Sp. D» 

1,263,551 


• 

— 




(62.) 
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IjTu. 4.—An Account of tbe Exports and Imports of Foreign Nations at tire Fort of CalitoY, &c.— continual. 


'AMERICAN TRADE.—EXPORTS. 


. 



• 


• 

Description of Articles. • 


1801-02. 

1882-33. 








Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

f — - .... 

0 



Ills. 


•a. 


lbs. 


« 

Teas - 

r 

11,183,334 

3,007,530 

16,327,4100* 

5,925,542 



Pieces, 


Piercs, 


Nankeens ... 

- 

122.283 

72,082 

*39,500 

.30,7/0 


r. 

Pieces, 

• r 

Pieces, 


Manufactured Silks - 

-{ 

205,177 t 
lbs. ( 

1,630,882 J 

214,128 | 

lbs. ( 

1,1 #6,805 


l 

46*007 J 

l 

0,000 J 


Raw Silk 


11,533 

40/130 

10,200 

50,400 




* 

PicrCs, 


Camlets and Druggets 

- 

3,500 

31.6$). 

100J 

10,304 


Peculs, 

reculs 


Cassia and. Cassia Buds 

- 

3,0!) 1 

38,750 

8,300 

100,702 



r 

Peculs, 


Sugar and Candy 

- 

3,41!) 

57,500 J 

5,218 ( 

Boxes, i 

• 

75,317 

t 



l 

5,013 J 


China Ware - - 

- 

- 


015 

13,080 



Rolls, 


Rolls 

Mats and Malt in/ 

- 

2,814 

11,220 

10,368 

41.472 



Peculs, 


Peculs, 


Rluib’itb 

- 

581 

17,520 ( 

187 

5,010 


Boxes, 


Boxes 


Vermilion 

. 

318 

13,350 

655 

22,925 




Peculs, 


Galtingnl ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 15 

508 

Lucrpiorod Ware 

- 

— 

_ ■ 


— 

Cassia Oil - 

- 

Peculs. 38 

4,010 


— 

Tortoise Shell 

- 

— 

- . 

— 

— 

Musk ... 

- 

— 

„ t 

— 

— 

Gamboge 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper ... 

“ 

— 

— 

— 


Conner - - 

- 

— 

— 

—* 

— 

Tin 

- 

- 

- 

1,898 

29,893 

Camphor 

■ 

Peculs, 25 

GOO 

106 

12,896 

(linger - -> »■ 

- 

— 

— 


— 

Cotton fioods - ' - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

■- 

Cotton Yarn ... 

- 

V— 

— 

— 

— 

Flannel - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sapiin Wood - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nutmeg's ami i\Jace 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Gross, 


Gross, 


Pearl Buttons 

. 

05,200 

11,084 

100,400 

12.018 



, Boxes, 


Boxes, 


Fireworks ... 

- 

15,015 

23,873 

14,444 

32,499 

Choiv Chow 

- 

— 

- . 


— 

Rattans ... 

- 

— 

— 

. 

— 

Window Minds 

- 

— 

— 


— 

Skins and Furs 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed Oil • 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_l‘jins and Screen-. 

- 

- 

- 

No. 725,030 

21,751 



, 

Pit’cek, 


Grass Cloth ... 

. 

- 

- 

3,155 

18,930 

Dragons lJlood 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spice Oil - - 

Trunks - »- 


- 

- 

1’cculs, 120 

18,900 


— 

— 

— 

-- 

Combs - - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed 

- 


- 

50 

550 

China Root ■ 

. 

* 

- 

• 

94. 

Turmeric - 

- 



ft’H 

no 

Sundries not specified 

- 


Value, 107,550 

- 

Value, 83,125 

Bullion and Specie 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bills of Exchange 

- 

. 

. 

- 

Value,264,816 

Exports to South America »nd 

thex 

1 




‘S.mdwirh Islands, &t\, Particulars? 


Value, 150,000 

- 

Value, 34G,173 

not given 

■J 





1 

Sp. D" 

5,857,732 

Sp. D™ 

8,22fj,375 

J 


No Accounts of the American Trade since the Year 1832-33 have been received at the East India House. 
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N °' 4 - ~ AnAc -^ ni °™ c *“• Impom of Foreign Nation, at the Port of Canton, A A 


AM J: It ICA N T It A DC.—I.MPOH TS 

■ > * 


JX'^riplitni of Articles. 

- ■ 

1*20-21. 

1821 

_oo 

18*2-2 

-23. 

Opium 

Ginseng - 

Quicksilver - - » , 

Metals . 

Spelter mid Tin l’lntcs - 
Skins - 

Cotton - 

Cotton (loerts 

Cotton Yarn 

Woollens 

Linens - 

Spires and Pepper 

Hice anil Paddy - ‘ - 

Sandal Wood 
. Sapan Wood - 

Ebony , - 
Butel Nut ■ 

Cudbear 

Tortoise Shell 

TUrandy and Win? 

Coral anil Amber 

Kalians - • . 

” Mo titer of Pearl Shells 
Cochineal 

Clocks and Watches 

Birds Nests 

Tobacco 

Smalts - 

Glass and Glass Whip 

Beebe de Mcr / 

Sinubies - 

Dollars - - - 

Kills of Exchange 

Qmiilily, 

■ * - 

l’ccnls, 2,11 Id 
•— .'Mills 

— 10,51-1 

/ No. 11 jSO, 
Pccills, 3,782 
Pieces, G, 1 (j I 

— 

Pecul.s, 11,755 

7,7x1 S' 

— (i,1)1)5 

— -V-15 

— 20 

— 11,112 
— 100 

— 21 

Pipes, 121 

P-nils, ;c; 
— 188 

— 25 

a 

i : ? : 

!: :* 

! 

Yjllllr, 

! 

1 Mint. 

j 171,360 
i 216,5(10 
j 77,291 

j 202,496 
37,820 
59,6x8 

458,564 

V -*» 

26,285 
15,03(1 
60,050 
6,73.) 
N io 

28,88 1 
3,OHO 
21,00 ) 
21.000 
1,245 
6,5M) 
500 

48,356 

2,569,500 

Quantity 

Pet-uls, 385 

— 2,466 

— 4,521 

— 22,069 

No. 160,009 
Peculs, .,,660 
Pieces, is,030 
• —. 

— 31,599 

Peculs, 217 

— 26,822 
- 1,211 

17 

— 7,019 

68 

Nil. 620 

Peculs, 3 

500 
517 
Vain.', 

Vain,', 

• 

Jjn'lo! 

20‘f,6l0 

,221,8 IS 
j 296,910 

i, 171,187 
; 56,600 

146,860 

J 

803,105 

i - 

25,015 

268,920 
3,612 

8,500 

j 24,566 

! 57,800 

18,600 
9,000 
3,000 
18,095 
32,068 

31,085 
5,125,000 

Quant'll/, 

Peculs, 5,1 11 
2,859 

— 19.297 

Nn. 79,932 
IVciils, 888 

Pieces, 38,976 

— 21,401 

— 799 

Pt-c-iil . 331 

— 20,653 

— \ 

- 7 

Pipes, 1,56.1 

Peculs, 2,250 

270 

No. 311 

Peculs, 792 

Wilin'. 

— 170 
\ .line. 

! iMhn. 

• - — 

231, IM> 
180,117 
200,650 

1 319,231 

; 9,876 

179.858 

i _ 

| 483,586 

! 8.789 

26,180 

139 IDS 

! 910 

' 31,260 

7,312 

1 " r 

! 175,50) 

9,120 

9,104 

25,000 
i 3, Ml) 

4,877 
| 6.292,810 


Sp. IV 

4,035,000 

Sp. I) 1 ' 

8,199,741 

sp. D - 

8,339,39s 

Doscription of Artit lew. 

1829-1 

>4. 

1824-25. 

1825- 

20. * 


Quantity. 

Dol/nts. 

Qn lilt tty 

Ih'l.irs 

(Jnanti/r/. 

JhMits 

Opium - 

Pcciil-, IK) 

153,000 

Peculs, 111 

287.700 

.... 

• 

Ginseng - 

— -127 

29,890 

— 6,038 

181,170 

Peru Is, 7 

100 710 

Quicksilver 

— S,211) 

492,600 

— 6,152 

371,216 


‘J-J-VASO 
HA 1 1 

Metals 

— 111,2 IS 

201,702 

— 23,569 

208,053 

— 'J Milt; 

Spelter and Tin Plates - 

— 

— 

— 

_ 



Skins - - 

No. 168,7.11 

271,271 

No. 100,791 

270,669 

N->. 65,958 

258,235 

3,802 

Cotton - 

PccuIh, 1,070 

19,260 

PtfCIlk, 1,/i/ii 

31,500 

I’.al.s, 195 

Cotton Goods 

Pieces 31,163- 

157,130 

Pieces, 5-1,5,’M 

89,786 | 

I’iftvs \ I)o/t*ns. 

} 107,096 

Cotton Yarn 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

_ 


Woollens - 

— 41,629 

698,810 

— 23,109 

610,126 

IV'Ci’*, 20.077 

67 1,622 

Linens 

— 391 

1,728 

— 7,612 

64,602 

— 21,885 

133,6-10 

Spices and Pepper 

- 

- 

Pecuk, .'J.Nfifi 

60,010 

_ 

._ 1 

Rice and P.iddv - -' 

- 

7 

— 1.8,927 

37,85 1 

Peculs, 49,993 

99,986 

32,518 

Sandal Wood 

Piculs, 8,401 

67,252 

- 7, US 

66,942 

— 3,097 

Sapan Wood 

— 230 

775 

— 



Ebonv 

- 

- 

— 222 

• '• 66C) 

_ 


Retel Not and Cudbear 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ _ 


Tortoise Shell 

— 37 

5,550 

- 24 

2,100 

•W 16 

1,600 

Erandv and Wine 

Pipes, 840 

1 1,000 

Pip 705 

11,280 

Pipes, 270 

1,320 

Coral anjl Amber - V 


— 


— 

— 


Rattans - • 

Pet-ills, 300 

1,050 

\ 

— 

— 


Mother of Pearl Shells 

' " • 

— 

"A 

— 

_ 


Cochineal 

— 160 

88,000 

l'eculs,.» ~1 

86,625 

Pceuls, 255 

146,625 

Clocks and Watches « * 

Value, 

600 

Value, 

3,001 

_ 


Birds Nests • - 

— 

— 

1 — 

■*— 

• , __ 

• 

Toll teco 

- I,0S2 

8,656, 

- ’ 72 

501 

— 16 

80 

Smalls ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Glass and Glass Ware 

Value, 

9,810 

- 

15,000 

. 


Rfielie be Mer 

— 185 

1,850 

— 29 

870 

— 186 

2,790 

29,296 

5,70 j ,200 

’7,756,031 

Sundries *• 

Value, 

11,119 

Value. 

. 4,568 

Value* 

Dollars - 

• 

4,096,000 

- 

6,524,500 

_ 

Bills of Exchange 

Sp. D'< j 

6,313,126 

• 

Sp. D" 

8,962,04i 

"V 

Sp. D™ 


ffi‘> \ 
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No. 4._An Account of the Exports and Imports of Foreign Nations at the Port of Conton, &c.— continued. 


AMiyUCAN TRADE.— IMPORTS. 


Description of Articles 


. . IS2G-27. 

• 1827-28. 

' 1828-29# 

. 


Quantity. 

Doll'ir a. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantify. 

Dollars. 

Opium • - 

- 

Petals, 1)6 

29,500 

- 

800,000 

Peculs, 1,2504 

816,721 

Ginseng 

- 

— 2,5119 

66,388 

Peculs, 836 

25.080 

- 1,75.1 

127,460 

Uuicksiiver 

- 

— , 2,815 

197,050 

— 8,934 

696,852 

• — 6,374 

446,180' 

Metals 

- 

— 27,808 

299,766 

— 49,660 

299,468 

— 26,463 

199,337 

Spelter 

- 

- 

- 

- 


— 1,415 

8,490 

Tin Plates 

- 

- V 

- 

- “ ' • 


Boxes, 220 

2,200 

Skins 

- 

No. 73,575 

256,809 

No. 89,919 

248,962 

No. 83,178 

.. 269,398 

Colton 

. 

Peculs, 1,020 

0,280 

Peculs, 1,336 

17,368 

— 

— 

Colton Goods 

-{ 

Pieces & Dozens, 

| 97,363 

Pieces, 42.475 

145,372 { 

Pieces, 10,623 
Dozens, 10,263 

}■ 52,153 

Cotton Yarn 


— 

— 

— 

Peculs, 338 

13,520 

Woollens 


Pieces, 27,176 

63-1,021 

- 25,(jg0 

281,196 

Pieces, 16,400 

323,600 

Ginens 


— 26,159 

162,119 

— 38,762 

2j#,3ll 

* — 19,790 

118,740 

Spices and Pepper. 


Peculs, 3,600 

28,800 

Peculs, 55 

2,750 

— 

Rice and l’addv 


— 17,832 


' — 2,880 

5,172 

Peculs, 26,110 

39,660 

.Sandal Wood 


— 6,680 

83,500 

— <1,107 

211,070 

— 18,206 

'127,442 

Sajiin Wood 

Ebony - / - 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Betel Nut and Cudbear 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- I 

Tortoise Shell 


— -12 

-1,200 

— 90 

9,900 

— 28 

3,360 

Brandy and Winr 


Pipes, 1,530 

6,787 

Value, 

3,660 


- . 

Coral and Amber, and Rattans 

— 

— 

— 544 

— 


—r 

Mothar of Pearl Shells 

- 

- M - 

- 

8,160 

— 


Cochineal 

- 

Peculs, 133 

69,825 

— 707rJ 

* 301,225 

— 228 

74,100 

Clocks ami Watches 

- 

- 

- 

Valin , 

31,500 

— 

— 

Birds Nests 


— 

— 

— 

1 - 

— 

— 

Tobacco 


_ 51 

250 

— 


— 


Smalls 


— 

— 



— 

— 

Glass and Glass Ware 


— 

— 

— 


• - 

— 

Bcche tie Mer 


— 

— 

- . 

— 

— 

— 

Sundries 


Value, 

15,891 

Value, 

16,060 

Value, 

20,000 

Dollars 


- 

1,811,168 

- 

2,119,000 

- 

731,200 

Bills of Exchange 


- 

400,000 

- 

237,000 


657,300 



Sp. O'* 

4,213,717 

Sp. D" 

6,00-1,109 

Sp. D" 

4,030,865 


Description of Articles, 


Opium - 

Ginseng 

Uuicksiiver 

Metals ... 

Spelter ... 

Tin Plates 

Skins ... 

Colton 

Cotton floods - 
Colton Yarn 

Woollens - - - 

fiincns 

Spices and Pepper 
Rice and Paddy 
Sandal Wood 
Supsu Wood - x 
Ebony 

Betel Nut and Cudbear', 

Tortoise Shell 
Brandy and Wine 
Coral and Amber 
Rattans 

Mother of Pearl Shells 
Cochineal - - - 

.Clocks and Watches 
Birds Nests 

Tobacco ... 

' Smalts, and Glass and 1 Glass Ware 
Biclte de Mcr 

Sundries ... 

Dollars - . 

Bills of Exchange \ - 


■{ 


18‘29-BO. 


Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Peculs, 715 

502,900 

Peculs, 1,428 

8(16,820 

— 2,811 

156,255 

— 1,93.4 

109,514 

— 5,643 

395,010 

— 5,644 

395,800 

— 32,275 

181,656 

— 24,498 

261,696 

— 964 

4,579 

— 2,765 

13,134 

Hftxes, J 00 

1,200 

Boxes, 1,380 

15,180 

No. 45,169 

191,006 

No. 18,068 

78,471 

- 

. - ' - 

Peculs, 3,271 

39,252 

Pieces, 71,265 1 

405,908 j 

Pieces, 64,1641 

Dozens, 21,795 J 

Dozens, 7,840 / 

311,647 

Peculs, 211 

8,440 

Peculs, 1,398 

47,532 

Pieces, 29,746 

707,246 

Pieces, 21,943 

421,450 

mm* 

- 

Pccul;, 100 

800 

- 

- 

— 4,537 

31,75.9 

Peculs, 44,412 

77,721 

— 52,602 

105,204 

— 10,807 

43,228 

— 9,750 

39,000 



• — 

— 

— 36 

Pipes, 75 

3,600 

3,750 

- / 25 

* ~crwk.a 

1,220 

• . 

— 

Peculs, 53 

5,300 

— 

- 

— 369 

•922 

— 

_ 

- 

• • 

_ ID8 

1,584 

131* 

46,025 

_ 411 

. 113,025 


Value, 400 

— 

— 

— 

—- 


— 137 

2,740 

— 400 

4,800 

— 

•— 

— 1,218 

_ 

- m 

m • m 

• 18,270 

Value, 

56,032 

Value, 

54,822 

- 

1,123,641 

. 

183,655 

- 

_ 393,650 

- * 

1,168,500 

Sp. D" 

4,311,282 

Sp. I)’* 

4,223,475 


1830-31. 





( U ) 

. No. 4. All Account of the Exports and In,pons nl Foreign Nation, !lt ,.„ rI Canton. No.- 

‘ *.. — . 

AMERICAN TJlADli.-— IMl’ORTSA 


■cimliimril. 

i 


•Description of Article'. 


Opfnvn 

Ginseng . - * 

Quicksilver 

Metals 

Spelter 

Tin Plates 

Skins -»» 

Cotton 

Cotton (ioods 

Cotton Yarn 

Woollens 

Linens 

Spices and Pepper 
Tlice and Paddy 
Sai^lal Wood 
Sttpan Wood 
Ebony 
Betel Nut 
Cudbear 
Tortoise Shell 
"“Urandy and Wine 
Coral and Amber 
Hattans 

Mother of Pearl Shells 
Cochineal 

Clocks and Watches 
15ird, Nests 

Tobacco S 

Smalts 

(ilass and Class Ware 
llcehc de Mer 
Sundries 
Dollars 

Hills of Exchainn: 


1831 32. 


k 1 ' 


* 1 

- ! Peculs, ' |(lj ! 

— 2,09.s | 

- : — 10,295 

— nr,,on; 

-; —. if,.', i it 

- Boxes, <h)|l ! 

- ! No., 21/,70 | 

- - Pends, I "(I I 

Piece* 92,800 a | 

iTl 


Di’UurK. 

# Quanta if. j 

Mint 

221,100 

Peculs, ,‘iSO 1 

228,000 

159,5 IP 

, — 2,507 j 

140.051 

720,050 

- 10,151 ; 

020 , 518 

230 , 8 . a 

- 40,200 1 

353,558 


( Piece* 92.800 

l I D(»enS^21,500 

- ; Peculs, 2,2H(i 

- IVc’s, 7,1 Is 

PeettlS^ 0,071 
— 1,400 


r 


11,022 
t, HIM 
100,730 
• 1 ,ssy 

399,80(1 

81,582 

I 11,11(1 


21,312 

7,00(1 


1 

ill 


77 0 
37 fi 


l ■ 


-{ 


Peculs, BO 1 1 
j figars, 180 , 000 /! 


Value, 2,300 

3,Hf,0 
75,20(1 
Value, 1(1,00(1 

8,170 

Value, 2,500 

100,50(1 

067,252 

2,180,871 


Sp. I)', 


5,531,808 


> 832 - 33 . 


Buses, 

N,., 


7,118 

1110 

15,872 


Pieces. 118,02(11 I 
Dozens, 28.319/ 1 
Peculs, 2,203 
Pieces, 20,375 
— 11)0 

Peculs, 101,517 
5,000 

__ \ 


2,002 

19 


30,113 

050 

133,085 

196,038 

92,520 

183,538 

1,300 

224,712 

28,000 


180 


13,010 

13,720 


Sp. !)"■ 


Value, 33,101 
082,519 
1,772,510 

8,302,971 


NETHERLANDS TRADE_EXPORTS, 


Description of Articles. ’ j 

1820-21 to ] 823-24. 

1821-25. 

1825-26. 


Quantity. 

Dollar j. 

Quantity. 

Dalian. 

Quantity. 

DnlInn. 

Tea - - - : 

' - - - 

- 

(bests, 323 

“ 

• 

Chests, 33,308 

l 


Nankeens - - - 1 


- 

Pieces, 138,800 



_ 



Manufactured Silks 

- - 

- 

-- 220 


- 

Pieces, 2,121 



Raw Silk - - f 

- 

- 

Peculs, 25 


Value not 
’specified. 

Peculs, *24 



Cassia and Cassia Buds 

8iu$ar and Candy - - f 

«. .. 

- . . 

" • “ 

150 


— Jj25 

- " 11 


Value not 

China-Ware 

- 

- 

" 


- 

Pieces, 123 


’specified. 

•Paper - - - 

- 


Peculs, 791 


— 

— 


Linen - 

- 

- 

Pieces, 10,000 



_ 



China Root 

- - 

- 


- 

Peeuls'f 351 



Gullingal 

Ginger - 

- 

■ 

- 

- 

-V 201 



1 No Bet urns for lhe.se 

| , Year*. 

- 

- 

—' 3 

J 

. 

Dollars t • - It 

Quicksilver -■> 

- 

- 

Value, 

201,000 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rhubarb 

— 

. - 

— 

— 

— 

. - 

Aniseed 

— 

— 


— 

— 

_„ 

Vermilion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—... 

Umbrellas 

— 

— 

» _ 

.1. 

• 

, • 

Trunks 

i ~ 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Opium ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

Sundries 

— 

— 

— 

—* 



Remittances to Europe and Java 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

Cloth (Whited 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Cigars * 


— 


— 


— 






— i 



( 02 .) 

















Description of Aitieles. 

Tea 

Nankeens 
Manufactured Silks 
Haw Silk 

Cassia and Cassia Buds 
Sugar and C.mdv 
China Ware 


Linen 
China Hoot 
Gallingal 
Ginger 

Dollars - ' - 

Quicksilver - v - 
Rhubarb - y 
Aniseed 

Vermilion and Umbrellas 
Trunks 


Sundries - - 1 - 

Remittances to Europe aud Java 
Cloth (White) 

Cigars 


)»‘29-!30. 


1H30-31. 


Quantity. i Dollars. Quantity., Dollars. 


Peculs, 7,860 315,832 ' • 

Vaiue, 3,900 
Peculs, 130 ; 39,000 

— 51 I 700 

■ ■ i *! • 

Value, 1,000 

Peculs, dll | ■ 8,8801 

Value, 1,800/ 


106,000 

116,010 
39,900 
1,200 
! 5,000 

j 3,000 


1831-32. 

Qunntiti/. Dollars, 

Packs 27,852 505,000 

Boxes, 76 22,800 

l’ceuls, 938 10,010 


Boxes, 132 1,086 


— ! Quantities not 

_ { specified. 


Peculs, 80 420 

Peculs, 168 10,920 

— 20 260 

Sets, 63 1,575 J ■ 

«{SSS}' 


Value, 1,405 


l3 


Value, 10,000 
- I 130,000 


cts,' *26 621 

Peculs, 60 30,000 

Value, 48,080 

Pieces, 10,000 13,000' 

No, 362,000 1,610 


Sp. lie 392,287 


419,240 


633,645 



















X ’ 0,4 ' Al > Account of *^ e Exports and Imports of Foreign Nations at the Port of Canton, &c_ 


continued. 


• ^ Description of Articles. 

Opium 

Ginseng - , 
Quicksilver . • 

Metals . 

Skins 

Spices and Pepper 
Bullion (Gold) 

Colton Goods 
Woollens 
Spirits (Gin) 

Rice and Paddy 

Ebony 

Camphor" 

Birds Nests 
T«ctoi$e Shell 
Gold and Silver Thread 
Cochineal ' • 

Rattans 
BOfhe de Mer 
J’russian Blue 
Glass i|nd Sapan Wood 

_ [jnmhier 

Betel rfut 

Sandal Wood and Putchuck 
' Ivory 

Mother-o’-Pearl Shells 
Dragons Blood 
Buffalo Horns 
Wax and Saltpetre » 
Sundries - 
Bills i>f Exchange 
Coral and l’carls 
Dollars 


NETHERLANDS TRADE.—IMPORTS. 

. - —i_ 

1820—ill to 1823-24. 1824-25.’ 

Quantity. I Dollars. Quantity. \ D„ 


1825-26. 


Qwinti/tf 

Chests, ' 127 


i ' 

!*) ' 


IX 


1 No Returns for Thcsf^ 
; Years. 


. 

% 

Peculs, 251 ! 1 

. 

" "t * 

— 74 

- 


— 6,910 

. 


— 591 

- 

Value not 


• 

specified. 

Pieces, 219 

•8Gi> 


— 4,094 

3,3.50 ; 

- • 

Peculs, 2,000 ! 

121 ; 

, • 

— 

, 31 

— 

1 

55 

. 

Cattie«, 209 | 

- 

- 

— :*6o 

- 

- 

— 200 



IVculs, .13 

— 411 i 

* 


— 112 L 

- 

— 

■ ! 


Value not 


it.'.iri]itiuii nf Articles. 


Opium 

•Ginseng 

Quicksilver 

Metals 

Skills 

Spices anil Pepper 
Bullion (Gold) 

•Cotton Goods 
Woollens - * 

Spirits (Gin) 

Rice and Paddy 

Ebony 

Camphor 

Birds Nests 

Tortoise Shell 

Gold anti Silver Thread 

Cochineal 

Rattans 

Beetle de Mer 

Prussian Blue 

Glass 

Sapan Wood 

Gambler - • - ' 

Betel Nut 

Sandal Wood 

Putchuck 

Ivory 

Mother-o’-Pearl Shells 
Dragons Blood 
Buffalo Horns 
Wax - - - 

Saltpetre amPSundries 
Bills of ’Exchange 
Coral nml Pearls 
Dollars 


1826-27. 


1827-28. 


Quantity. j Dollars. 

Chests, 15 J") - 

Peculs, 8fi j - 
— <i,02l 


Pieces, 2,930 
— 5,090 


Quantity, j Dollar*. 

Chests 32 - 

Peculs, HO , - 

— [11,276 i - 

No. 97b - 

l’cculs, G,805 

Pieces, 2,300 — 

— 6,359 ! - 


Catties, 664 

('attic-, 472 

Peculs, 12 


I Value no, ,2 ’ 0 ^ 

| Catties. 57 


1828-21). 

» Quantity. I 

Chests, 53 ) 

Peculs. 113 
— 8,236 

No 1,381 
Peculs, 2,562 I 


Pieces, 3,020 j 
Peculs,;I-1,082 j 


— 43 ! Value not] Peculs, 


- 570 | ' i 

Peculs, 14 I 

— 3,095 • ^ 


Peculs, 660 

- 174 


speeilied. Catties, 335 j )■ 

- I Peculs, 1,314 ! 

— ■ 316 


— Ill 


‘423,000 


— ’ 30 J 


- / - ! 1,000 




















( «- ) 

.No. 4 .—Ah Account of the Exports ami Imports of Foreign Nations at" the Port of'Calton, Ac. — continued. 


NETHERLANDS TRADE-IMPORTS. 


—• - ■ ' 

— 

-— _ 

* * 

- 

---5- 

1 


" 1-r 

Description of Articles. 

#1 

y* , 1829-30. | 

1830-31. j 

183I-j)2. . . 

'! 

j Quantity. 
Cficsts, 120 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

DoUars. 

' 

( 

105,870-1 




2?IOO, 

Opiitm 


- M { 

Value not > 

- 

50,000 

Peculs, 3 


l 

stated. J 


• 

• 

• 

Ginseng and Quicksilver 

- 

• _ 

— 

— 

— 

—• 

— 

Metals 

Skins 

; 

Peculs, 2,312 
No. 1,416 

43,900 

1,550 

Quantities 

32,100 

—V 

— 2,550 

40,975 

Spices and Pepper 

- 

Peculk, 3,281 

39,760 

hOt 

specified. 

4,900 

— 1,035 

14,655 

Diillinn (Gold) 


- 

. 

- 

- •* 

1,300 

Cotton Goods 


Pieces, 700 

, 4,000 

. 

- 

Pieces, 187 

935 

Woollens 


— 2,560 

96,340 

•« V- 

12,000 

— 1,520 

48,640 

Spirits (Gin) 


Chests, 300 

1,50» 

- / A ' 

Perils, 1 <,500 

- 

Flasks, 3,375 

844 

Rice and Paddy 


J’eculs, 14,130 

18,200 

39,875 

Peculs, 89,700 

224,250 

Ebony 


- 

- 

' ' - 
I V! 

* 

• - 17 

• 68 

Camphor 


Catties, 246 

M90 



— 

— 

Birds Nests . - 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Catties, 1,200 

36,008 . 

Tortoise Shell 


— 59 

v- r ‘0 

• ,s'2_ ’' 

- 

— 600, 

14,400 

Gold and Silver Thread 


— 

-a 

— 

— 

T* 

Cochineal • - 


__ 

-1 

— 

— 

— 


Kalians y 

lioche de Mor - 


Peculs, 3,474 

7,8% 

- 

2,760 

Peculs, 2,277 

6,83.1 


— 

t- 

— 

— 

— 


Prussian Blue and Glass 
Sapan Wood * 

Gambier and Betel Nat. 


— IOC 

106 

, Quantities 
> not 

specified. 

— 

— 

• _ * 

Sandal Wood 


— 1,411 

16,800 

. 

Peculs, 160 

600 

Putchuck 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ivory 


- 31' 280 

1 \ 

- 

Catties, 70 

3,500 

Motber-o’-lVari Shells 


— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

Dragons Hlood 


— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Bufl'dn Horns, and Wax 


— 

— 


i — 

— 


Sultpeire 


— 235 

2,820 

— 

— 

k 

k — 

— 

Sundries 


Value, <1,000 

- - * - 

.13,300 

Value, 6,000 

Bills of Exchange 


- 

- 

J V'tlne, 40,000 

— 


Coral 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Catties, 300 

30 

Pearls 


- 

- 

- , - 

- 

Value, 2,000 

Dollars 


- 


- 

16,700 

- 

54,000 



Sp. IV’ 

350,406 

Sp.D” 

211,935 

Sp. 1)'« 

457,128 


In Season 1832-33 Thirteen Dutch Shipp, ami in Season 1833-34 Eight. Dutch Ships, arrived in Chiuti, but no 
Particulars have been received respecting their Import or Export Cargoes. 


SPANISH TRADE TO CHINA. 

Spanish hollars. 


Estimated Value - 1820-21 - 1,500,000 

1821- 22 - 1,500,000 

1822- 23 - 700,000 

1823- 24 - 700,000 

1824- 25 - 700,000 

1825- 26 - 600,000 • 

1826- 27 - 670,000 

1827- 28 - 500,000 

1828- 29 - 500,000 

1829- 30 a 500,000 


There are n» further Particulars given of the Spanish 
Trade than uVit are slated above. 


In 1826-27 One Danish and Two French Ships are stated 
to have been in China'. No Particulars whatever are 
■ given respecting the Cargoes of these Ships. 

In,, 1828-29 One Prussia*, One (Danish, Three FrAioli, 
Twenty-three Spanish, and Eighteen Portuguese Ships 
arc stated to have been in China. No Particulars what¬ 
ever are given respecting the Cargoes ol 4 these Ships, 
excepting the Value of Spanish Trade stated ubovc. 


In 1829-30 Four French, Seven Danish, One Prussian, ( 
Thirty-one Spanish, and Twenty-two Portuguese Ships, 
and Three Ships from the Sandwich Islands are staled to 
have been in China. No Particulars whatever are given 
respecting the Cargoes of these Ships, excepting the 
Value of Spanish Trade stated above. 

In 1830-31 One Danish, One Sardinian,Twenty-six Spanish, 
Fifteen Portuguese Ships are stated to have been in 
Chian. No Particulars whatever are given respecting the 
Cargoes of these Ships. Also Five French Ships, thj 
Tonnage of which is staled at 2,004, One of vyhich ex¬ 
ported a Cargo valued at 20,000 Dollars. 

In 1831-32 Thirty-four Spanish, Nineteen Portuguese, 
Seven Danish, Two Prussian, and One French Ships ar¬ 
rived in Chinn. No Particulars whatever are given re¬ 
specting the Cargues of Ships. ^ ■ . 

In 1832-33 Forty-seven Spanish, 'fhirteen Portuguese, Five 
Danish, Three French, One Hamburgh, and One Mexican 
Ships arrived in China. No Particulars whatever are 
given respecting the Cargoes of these Ships. 

In K833-34 Forty-one Spanish, Nineteen Portuguese, Four 
Danish, One Prussian, Eight French, Four Hamburgh, 
One llelgic, and One Mexican Ships arrived in Chinn. 
No Particulars 1 whatever are given respecting the Cargoes 
of these Ships. , 


E'iat_India House, (Errors excepted.) JAMES C. MELV1LL, ’ 

1/lh March 1840. Secretary 

V 








